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We three preschoolers - Hollywood preschoolers show off talents at the tribal auditorium. 


Preschoolers Perform Christmas Play 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On Wed. Dec. 17, 
the Hollywood Preschool children presented “The 
Christmas Story” to an auditorium filled with 
about 75 parents, grandparents, guardians, and 
friends. Maggie Osceola opened the presentation 
with a prayer, and immediately after, the cast 
walked onto the stage and re-enacted the story of 
the baby Jesus. 

The first of many children to yell “hi 
mom,” was Howie Drake, one of the thirteen 
shepherds in the play. 

“You never know what they are going to 
do,” said Carol Crenshaw, Center Manager for 
the Hollywood Preschool. “You just play it by 
ear.” 

The children took on roles including 
angels, wise men, and soldiers, and entertained 
the crowd with a mixture of song and acting. 

During a brief intermission, Delores 
Crumpler, better known as Miss Sweet Pea, sang 
a few Christmas favorites such as “I’m Dreaming 
of a White Christmas.” She asked the audience to 


join in, and many sang along to “Jingle Bells.” 

While the audience sang Christmas 
songs, the 5 -year-old preschoolers changed their 
clothes and put on their tap shoes for “The 
Reindeer Dance.” Miss Patty, the children’s dance 
teacher, helped them remember their steps by 
dancing in the audience right along with them. 

Crenshaw said she was proud of the 
children, especially of how no one seemed to 
have stage fright, even though this was the first 
time on stage for many of the children. 

“Nobody was afraid to come out,” she 
added. “But when they did, they just wanted to 
run to mommy.” 

Although the spectators enjoyed the 
presentation, the best part for the children came at 
the end of the show. Everyone moved into the 
dining room for a Christmas lunch, and the 
preschoolers received an unexpected visit from 
Santa Clause (AKA Charles Heirs), who handed 
out presents, spread some Christmas cheer, and 
wished everyone a Happy Holiday season. 


The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
First Annual Toy Drive 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — As Christmas 
approached, tribal citizens, Seminole employees, 
and community members showed they were ready to 
help less fortunate children. 


On Tues. Dec. 22, the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, The Hard Rock Casino, and Warrior Boxing 
promotions hosted the First Annual Toy Drive at the 


Hard Rock offices. 

Participants at the event donated toys, 
which organizers divided up at the end of the night 
and gave to three local nonprofit organizations: The 
Boys and Girls Club of Broward County, the YET 
Center, and the Community 
Partnership for the Homeless. 

While some people 
brought one or two toys, others 
showed up with a truck-load full 
of toys. Hollywood’s Tribal rep- 
resentative Max Osceola and 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress each 
had to have assistance bringing 
in all of their donations. 

According to Melissa 
DeMayo, Osceola’s daughter, 
her family went to Toys-R-Us 
and bought eight shopping carts 
full of toys. Cypress pulled up to 
the event in a super- stretch Ford 
Excursion limo full of toys. 

DeMayo, who came with 
her three children, Trevor 
Osceola, Chandler DeMayo, and 
Clarice DeMayo, said bringing 
her children to events like toy 
drives show them that not all 
children are as fortunate as they 
are. 

“I think it’s important [to 
donate toys] because we have so 
much,” said DeMayo. “I want 
my kids to understand that some 
people have nothing.” 

In addition to Cypress 
and Max Osceola, tribal citizens 
including Tate and Robin 
Osceola also came to donate 
toys. Carol Collier from the 
Legal Department and Olivia 
Davis from the Marketing 
Department were among the 
Seminole Tribe’s employees 
who came to support the dona- 
tion efforts. 

Boxing stars Michael 
Moore and Ada Valez also 
appeared at the Toy Drive to sign 
autographs for their fans. 

Local radio station 
WEDR 99 Jamz provided a live remote of the event, 
which broadcasted information about the Toy Drive 

See TOYS, page 3 



Shelley Marmor 


Sally Tommie (left) helping Mitchell Cypress bring in his truck-load 
of donations. 


U.S. Senate Passes Resolution 
Honoring Native Americans 


By Shelley Marmor 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — On Oct. 24, the 
United States Senate unanimously passed two resolu- 
tions, one honoring all Native Americans and the other 
honoring Native American war veterans. 

Senate Resolution 239 designated November 
7, 2003 as National Native American Veterans Day, 
and Senate Resolution 240 designated November 
2003, as National American Indian Heritage Month. 

Colorado’s Senator Bill Nighthorse 
Campbell-R-CO sponsored both of these resolutions. 
He is currently in his second senatorial term, and the 
only American Indian Senator serving this country. 

According to Senator Campbell’s Press 
Secretary, Paul Moorehouse, next year another Senator 
will have to propose the same bills because these spe- 
cific holidays only applied for 2003. He added that 
Senator Campbell will likely be the one to sponsor 
these same bills in 2004. 

Moorehouse said the same dates will be cho- 
sen for next year’s National Native American Veterans 


Day and National American Indian Heritage Month 
because theses dates have significance. 

“The week of Nov. 7 is a week to honor all 
military service members,” Moorehouse said. 

He added that honoring Native American vet- 
erans is important because more native people have 
served in the military than any other demographic. 
When considering the entire Native American popula- 
tion throughout history, statistics show that in every 
war up to the present day conflict in Iraq, more 
natives have served than any other group based on the 
total population. 

In addition to his work on this issue, Senator 
Campbell heads the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs. He also serves as a member on four senate 
committees, including the Indian Affairs Committee, 
and the Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

For more information on Senator Campbell, 
please visit his website at 
http ://www. senate . gov/ -Campbell . 


Broward Days Reception Presents 
the Honorable Johnnie Byrd 


By Alexandra Frank 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — On Dec. 17, 
Broward Days Delegation Members held a reception 
featuring the Honorable Johnnie Byrd, Florida’s 
Speaker of the House. The reception started off with 
reports from Broward Days Delegation Members, leg- 
islators from various districts within Broward, and its 
overlapping counties who spoke about important work 
being accomplished in their districts. 

Byrd drove home the ideals behind Broward 
Days and spoke briefly about the Speaker's Ball, 
which is held for Broward Days. Byrd talked about 
the hard work done by individuals, such as John and 
Linda King, Belinda Kaiser, and Byrd himself. 

Their work has helped cancer and 
Alzheimer’s Disease research for the most vulnerable 
members of society. This helps people in the county 
realize that they are not powerless when it comes to 
issues about the economy, water, health, population 
growth, education, and other important topics. 

Broward Days needs to have effective leader- 
ship in Tallahassee. They need their own agenda 
because the one being presented is presented in a way 
that will only benefit the legislature. Byrd remarked 
that 98 percent of participating in the political process 
is simply being there in Tallahassee, which is what 
Broward Days does. The fact that the delegates are in 
Tallahassee makes a difference. 

The community members are able to make a 


difference by investing their time in Broward Days’ 
projects. They can also communicate with their legis- 
lature about the things they believe are important, not 
only in Florida, but also in Broward County as well. 

Byrd commented on how regionalism, or 
dividing Florida into semi-autonomous regions, is the 
future in Florida. He commended delegates for 
embracing their fellow citizens in the area for doing 
what best helps their schools. 

Byrd said, “Regardless of whether you are a 
democrat or a republican, you live in South Florida or 
North Florida, we all believe in successful students, 
want safer streets and domestic security. 

“We all believe in a smarter government, we 
believe in affordable high quality health care, and we 
believe in a cleaner environment and better planning 
for growth. 

“We all have a vision for Florida that makes 
it the wonderful place that it is to live, work, and raise 
a family in, I’m looking for a huge success for team 
leaders, a great party for you [delegates]. That night 
and the future looks very bright. Thank you.” 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a proud 
sponsor of Broward Days and the organization has 
welcomed the Tribe with open arms. With the 
Broward Days Delegation on the list of friends of the 
Seminole Tribe, we can only move up and forward 
with the positive growth of Broward County. 
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Financial experts in the making: Ahfachkee School students learn the importance of money. 


Ahfachkee Students Raise 
Funds Through Popsicle™ Sale 


By Alexandra Frank 

BIG CYPRESS — On Dec. 16 Tammy 
Hughes’s second grade art class participated in a 
fundraising effort. They made homemade PopsiclesTM, 
sold the items, and gave the money to the Clewiston 
Animal Control. 

The concept, introduced by Lester Brown at 
the Ahfachkee School, explained that this program 
would get kids working at changing their attitudes and 
some of their habits regarding money. The program 
will also show them how to save money and how to 
spend it wisely. 

The program’s curriculum resulted in a proj- 
ect the kids used to gain some experience with money 
management. They will learn what making money is 
about, and what they can do with their money. 

The second grade class sold Kid Pops and 
made a profit of $65 in 45 minutes. This equates to 
about $87 an hour, which means someone did 
extremely well. 

The high school students have formed their 
own car wash company. This company is different 
because students will bring the car wash to the cus- 


tomers. 

They will charge various prices for washing 
vehicles depending on the size of each vehicle. They 
plan to reinvest the profits back into their car washing 
business. 

When the students graduate, they will receive 
a lump sum of their share of the total profits. They 
will then deposit this money in the bank and watch it 
grow. 

Students need to develop the right attitude 
and habits when it comes to spending money wisely. 

If children develop positive monetary habits in their 
youth, these habits will carry over into adulthood. 

The third grade Ahfachkee class also held a 
fund raiser and raised money for the Children’s 
Hospital. Terri Rosen of the Clewiston Animal Control 
accepted the student’s check. 

“Clewiston Animal Control appreciates the 
donation very much,” Rosen said. “The money will go 
to help hold some of the animals longer for adoption. 
We thank you very much.” 
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The 2004 Tribal Calendar — 
Honoring our Elders: Seminole Men 

The 2004 Seminole Calendar, Marketplace at www.seminoletribe.com. 
which honors the elder men of the The price for the calendar is $10. 

Seminole Tribe, is 
now available. 

Individuals from 
each reservation may 
pick up their free 
calendar from their 
Representative’s 
office. 

Employees 
may also pick up a 
calendar from their 
direct supervisors. If 
you have any ques- 
tions, please call the 
Communications 
Department at (954) 

966-6300 ext. 1263. 

For non- 
tribal citizens or 
employees, you may 
purchase a calendar 
from the 

Communications 
Department, or visit 
the Seminole 
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Indian Programs Underfunded 


By Dr. Dean Chavers 

T hank the Lord for small favors. 
Sometimes small favors turn out to 
be big favors. Take for example free 
speech, which some of us old codgers 
fought and died for 40 years ago. 

The free speech I just learned 
about is the freedom of the U. S. 
Commission on Civil Rights to criticize the 
federal government. The Chairperson of 
the Commission is one of my longstanding 
heroes, Dr. Mary Francis Berry. 

She has long been a fighter for 
uncovering racism and discrimination in 
this country. She led the Commission with- 
in the past few years to look into discrimi- 
nation in Indian Country, the first time to 
my knowledge that any federal agency has 
done this specifically. 

The Commission is helped also 
by having a Native member, I believe for 
the first time. Elsie M. Meeks from South 
Dakota represents Indian Country on the 
Commission. 

The Commission issued a report 
this summer called "A Quiet Crisis: 
Federal Funding and Unmet Needs in 
Indian Country.” The report looks at fund- 
ing for Indian programs in six federal gov- 
ernment departments, including the 
Department of the Interior, Health and 
Human Services, Housing and Urban 
Development, Justice, Education, and 
Agriculture. The Commission reported 
that, "significant disparities in federal 
funding exist between Native Americans 
and other groups in our nation.” 

The most immediate needs, they 
said, were infrastructure development, trib- 
al courts, and tribal priority allocations. 

The report stated, "Native 
Americans living on tribal lands do not 
have access to the same services and pro- 
grams available to other Americans, even 
though the government has a binding trust 
obligation to provide them.” 

Specifically, the Congressional 
Research Service found that funding with- 
in the Department of the Interior between 
1975 and 2000 has declined by $6 million 
yearly, when adjusted for inflation. There 
was a total of $7.4 billion in unmet needs 
in the year 2000. 

"BIA’s mismanagement of 
Individual Indian Money trust accounts has 
denied Native Americans financial 
resources that could be applied toward 
basic needs that BIA programs fail to pro- 
vide,” according to the report. 

There are also huge needs in 
school construction. The backlog in BIA 
schools is $507 million and is increasing 
at an annual rate of $56.5 million, due to 
inflation and natural aging. The real story 
here is the schools that are firetraps, the 
ones built a hundred years ago that do not 
have fire protection. God forbid that there 
is ever a tragedy such as fire or earthquake 
that kills helpless Indian children. 

"The federal government spends 
less per capita on Native American health 
care than on any other group, for which it 
has this responsibility, including Medicaid 
recipients, prisoners, veterans, and military 
personnel. Annually, IHS spends 60 per- 
cent less on its beneficiaries than the aver- 
age per person health care expenditure 
nationwide," according to the Department 


of Health and Human Service’s report. 

These figures do not tell the real 
story, of course. The real story is the peo- 
ple who have to wait up to eight hours at 
an Indian hospital. The real story is the 
people who die before they are treated, and 
those who suffer from everything from 
appendicitis to diabetes because of the lack 
of medical personnel and facilities. 

As for the Housing and Urban 
Development Department, the report says 
that 40 percent of reservation housing is 
inadequate. One in five reservation homes 
lacks plumbing. While their own funding 
has grown 62 percent in the past 25 years, 
Native American funding within the 
department has increased only 8.8 percent. 
Tribal housing actually lost spending 
power, according to the report. 

The real story here is the housing 
that too many of know about where three 
or four generations of a family are still liv- 
ing in the same house. The real story is the 
children sleeping two or four to a bed, or 
sleeping on the floor because there is 
nowhere else for them to sleep. We all 
know about adults who have to sleep on 
the couch in the living room because there 
are not enough beds or bedrooms. 

As for the Department of Justice, 
"All three components of law enforce- 
ment-policing, justice, and corrections are 
substandard in Indian Country compared 
with the rest of the nation Native 
Americans are twice as likely as any other 
racial/ethnic group to be the victims of 
crime. Yet, per capita spending on law 
enforcement in Native American commu- 
nities is roughly 60 percent of the national 
average. 

"Correctional facilities in Indian 
Country are also more overcrowded than 
even the most crowded state and federal 
prisons... Native American law enforce- 
ment funding increased almost 85 percent 
between 1998 and 2003, but the amount 
allocated was so small to begin with that 
its proportion to the department’s total 
budget hardly changed. 

"Many Native people have lost 
faith in the justice system, in part due to 
perceived bias. Many attribute dispropor- 
tionately high incarceration rates to unfair 
treatment by the criminal justice system, 
including racial profiling, disparities in 
prosecution, and lack of access to legal 
representation," according to their report. 

The real story here is the dis- 
graceful conditions of most reservation 
jails. The real story is the Native prisoner 
in a state prison who is denied his or her 
rights to worship freely. The real story is 
the Native who gets 10 years for a crime 
while his Anglo counterpart gets three 
years. 

According to the Department of 
Education’s report, "The federal govern- 
ment has sole responsibility for providing 
education to these [Native] students-an 
obligation it is failing to meet." 

The report says tribal colleges, 
vocational rehabilitation, postsecondary 
education, vocational education, and 
school construction are all either under- 
funded or not funded at all. 

"At no time during the period 
under review in this report have all OIE 
subprograms been funded," according to 


the report. 

The real story here is the neglect 
Indian students get in the schools. If they 
miss five days straight, no one cares and 
no one does anything about it. None of 
them read books, nor do they do home- 
work. They are neglected and discriminat- 
ed against. No one cares. 

I had an Apache student call me 
last week looking for a scholarship. She 
has a 4.0 Grade Point Average, and wants 
to go to an Ivy League school. Her coun- 
selor had done nothing at all to help her 
find scholarships! Shame on him. 

The Department of Agriculture’s 
report states, "insufficient funding has lim- 
ited the success of development programs 
and perpetuated unstable economies." 

The Food Distribution Program 
on Indian Reservations lost funding 
between 1999 and 2003, when inflation is 
taken into account. Thus hunger on reser- 
vations is more than twice as high as with 
the general population. 

The report documents that the 
federal government has both a legal obli- 
gation and a moral responsibility to pro- 
vide funding for basic Indian programs. 
Despite its obligations, the federal govern- 
ment has always tried to shy away from its 
responsibilities. 

It began sending Indian students 
to public schools in the 1890s, for instance, 
instead of honoring its obligations under 
114 treaties, and under Congressional law, 
to provide education to Indians. By 1938 
half of Indian students were in public 
schools. Today, 85 percent go to public 
schools. 

As far as I am concerned, this 
administrative shift is illegal and immoral. 
But it still goes on. If Ross Swimmer and 
Co. had had their way under former 
President Ronald Reagan, they would have 
closed all BIA schools. They did close sev- 
eral of them, for which one of the crew got 
an award and a cash bonus. 

Every tribal leader needs to have 
a copy of "A Quiet Crisis: Federal Funding 
and Unmet Needs in Indian Country," and 
every one of them needs to storm Capitol 
Hill to demand that Indian programs be 
fully funded. Any tribal leader who does 
not do this has likely been bought off by 
someone. 

I congratulate Dr. Berry, Ms. 
Meeks, and the author of the report, Mr. 
Manuel Alba. They did a great job, follow- 
ing up with what the Congressional 
Research Service has been doing for over 
a decade. Roger Walke, a researcher for 
CRS, has been preparing an annual report 
on funding for Indian programs. It consis- 
tently shows that Indian programs lose 
money every year, while other programs 
constantly gain more funding. He is to be 
congratulated for looking at the problem 
early. The Civil Rights Commission should 
also be congratulated for looking at the 
problem over the long range and pointing 
out the huge disparities that remain. 

Dr. Dean Chavers is Director of 
Catching the Dream in Albuquerque , a 
national scholarship program for Native 
college students. CTD also promotes 
school improvement programs in Indian 
schools. 


Letters & E-mail 


6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 • tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Editor, 

My son and I would just like to 
wish the Seminole Tribune staff a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. We are 
not living in Florida anymore so it is hard 
for us to keep up with everything that it 
going on in Hollywood and the other 
reservations, but getting the newspaper 
has helped us keep up with everything. 

Thank you for always doing a 
terrific job. Thank you, 

Vickie Sanders 
and Larry Howard Jr. 

Dear Ms. Lucy Evanicki, Marketing 
Director of Billie Swamp Safari, 

Congratulations! Kenney 
Communications, Inc. submitted your 
Billie Swamp Safari brochure as an entry 
in the Association of Professional 
Brochure Distributors 2003 International 
Best Brochure Competition. On behalf of 
the Association, I am pleased to inform 
you that SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORI- 
DA was honored as a regional nominee in 
the competition. The contest results were 
announced at our recent annual meeting in 
Shannon, Ireland. 

From a possible field of over 
7,500 brochures, representing the collec- 
tive client base of the Association mem- 
bership, nominees were narrowed down to 
a list of 38. These nominated brochures, 
which included yours, were then evaluat- 
ed through competitive comparisons using 


specific criteria including: headline quali- 
ty, construction, content and overall 
appeal. The judges were industry profes- 
sionals representing brochure distribution 
and display companies from across the 
U.S., Canada and Ireland. 

The Association commends you 
for the competitive advantages of your 
brochure. Please accept this letter of recog- 
nition, and sincere congratulations from 
Kenney Communications, Inc. and all the 
other members of the Association of 
Professional Brochure Distributors for a 
job well done! 

Barbara Kenney 

President 

Dear anyone who will help me, 

I need to know if I can obtain a 
copy of the Seminole alphabet, Seminole 
numbers and Seminole colors in the 
native language. I have two Seminole 
sons who I would like to show and teach 
their heritage to. It is not easy when we 
live 5 hours away from you, and the lan- 
guage is something I want my boys to 
learn. 

If you can help or guide me, I 
would appreciate your help. I know these 
things are hanging on the wall of an office 
in some building, but I was afraid to ask 
for a copy since I did not want to upset 
anyone. I respect your culture and would 
like to bring it to my boys any way possi- 
ble, until I can one day move to the reser- 


vation with my Seminole husband. Thank 
you. 

Ruth Osceola 

Dear Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

I just received my new vest. It is 
really nice! I’ve been looking at them for 
years and finally decided I would treat 
myself for Christmas. The quality and col- 
ors are exactly as I expected. 

That’s one present I’m not wrap- 
ping, I’m wearing it! Maybe I’ll even pur- 
chase a jacket for next year. Thank You, 

Mike Shaw 

Native3feathers@netzero.com 
Dear Editor, 

I would like to talk to, or write 
to, Betty Mae Jumper. I hope this message 
will reach her, as I have a question for 
her. I belong to a SASHA Doll Club and 
we are having a 3 -day festival in Ft. 
Lauderdale in June of 2004. 

I have read her book “Legends of 
the Seminoles,” containing the Legend of 
the Com Lady. I would like to ask permis- 
sion to photo copy this legend and give 
out to help people during the festival. The 
picture would not be included, but a neck- 
lace of beaded corn will accompany the 
handout. 

Laura Ramshead 

347 Mendell Road 

Rochester, MA 02770 

dollbath@aol.com 
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❖ Toys 

Continued from page 1 

Listeners must have heard the 
message loud and clear because some par- 
ticipants traveled nearly 25 miles to 
donate toys. Several United States Postal 
Service employees from the Jose Marti 
Post Office on N.W. 27 Ave. in Miami 
made the long drive to donate about 30 
stuffed teddy bears. 

Towards the end of the Toy 
Drive, the Hard Rock Offices nearly over- 
flowed with donations, however, Osceola 
expressed that next year he hopes for an 
even bigger amount of donations. 

Osceola said that the turnout was 
impressive, especially given that promo- 
tions had only started days before the 
event. He added that next year’s Toy 
Drive promotions will begin much earlier, 
and will also be held at the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 

According to Osceola, charitable events are “Luckily we are able to provide for our own 

good “for the Tribe to share with the community.” He now, because we were once economically disadvan- 
said that tribal citizens should give back because they taged,” he said, 
were once a disadvantaged group themselves. 



Shelley Marmor 

Hard Rock employees unloading Max Osceola’s donations 


Accounting Department Donates for Toys for Tots 



Michael Kelly 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Accounting Department at the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida usually 
enjoys a gift exchange among employ- 
ees during the holidays. However, this 
year they decided to something differ- 
ent and collect donations for Toys for 
Tots. 

“Normally, we do our gift 
exchange, but we decided to get into 
the spirit of Christmas and donate toys 
to needy children,” said organizer 
Laura Sa. “We feel good about what 
we’re doing.” 

With more than 25 people 
working in the Seminole Tribe’s 
Accounting Department, that added up 
to a lot of toys. 

*The Toys for Tots program 
began in 1947 when Major Bill 
Hendricks of the United States Marine 
Corps Reserves, and a group of Marine 
Reservists in Los Angeles collected 
and distributed about 5,000 toys to 
needy children. 

The 1947 campaign was so 
successful that the Marine Corps 
adopted Toys for Tots in 1948 and 
expanded it into a nationwide cam- 
paign. That year, Marine Corps 
Reserve units across the nation con- 
ducted Toys for Tots campaigns in 
each community in which a Marine 
Reserve Center was located. Marines 
have conducted successful nationwide 
campaigns at Christmas each year 
since 1948. 

In 1995, the Secretary of 
Defense, William J. Perry, approved Toys for Tots as 
an official activity of the U.S. Marine Corps and an 
official mission of the Marine Corps Reserve. 

In 2003, the Direct Marketing Association 
Nonprofit Federation named Toys for Tots as the 
“Outstanding Nonprofit Organization of the Year” for 
2003, while Reader’s Digest named it “Best 


Children’s Charity” of 2003. 

“The entire Accounting Department thought 
it was a great idea and enjoyed participating in our 
Christmas donation for Toys for Tots,” said Sa. 
“We’re looking forward to doing it next year.” 

*From the Toys for Tots website. To learn 
more about Toys for Tots, please visit their website at 
www.toysfortots.org. 


The Brenda Osceola 
Memorial Christmas Breakfast 



Paula Cassels 


L-R: Max Osceola, Leoda Osceola, Chucky Osceola, Dan Osceola, Kaylan 
Osceola, Allison Osceola, Vivian Delgado, Jackie Osceola. 


By Paula Cassels 

HOLLYWOOD 

— On Christmas morning, 
the Osceola family hosted 
the 7th Annual Brenda 
Osceola Memorial 
Christmas Breakfast. 

Preparing the hol- 
iday meal began before 
dawn at Vivian Delgado’s 
house, as she and family 
members sprang from their 
beds to start cooking. The 
aroma of fresh coffee, 
sausage, bacon, and steaks 
filled the Delgado home. 

The Osceola fami- 
ly, dressed in red Santa 
Claus aprons, opened their 
hearts and home to the 
Hollywood reservation 
community. Pictures of the 
Osceola’s family were on 
display for all to view. 

Dan and Leoda 
Osceola made sure there 
was plenty of hot coffee to 
welcome the attendees. 

Chucky Osceola scrambled 
dozens of eggs, Vivian 
stirred large pots of grits and Jackie, Allison and 
Kaylan Osceola helped keep the buffet table full for 
the groups of hungry people. Before the day ended, 
they served breakfast to well over 100 people. 

Council Representative Max Osceola Jr. and 
family attended the Brenda Osceola Memorial 
Breakfast. Max Jr. met and greeted everyone, saying 
Merry Christmas and offering a big handshake. 

The Osceola’s family would like to show 


their appreciation for all the representatives’ hard 
work, by cooking and serving an appreciation lunch 
in Jan. 2004, at Dan and Leoda Osceola home on the 
day of the Council meeting. They have invited all the 
representatives to attend. 

Special thanks to Max Osceola for sponsor- 
ing the Brenda Osceola Memorial Christmas 
Breakfast, Vivian Delgado, and the Osceola Family 
for hosting and presenting Christmas breakfast. 


Memorial Hospital Blood Drive 



Shelley Marmor 


Myra Redamar looks away as Jaclyn Austin 
begins the phlebotomy. 


By Paula Cassels 

HOLLYWOOD — On Jan. 9, about two 
dozen tribal citizens and employees kicked off the 
New Year by donating blood for the Memorial 
Hospital’s Blood Drive. 

From 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., the Joe 
DiMaggio Bloodmobile set up in the north parking lot 
of the Tribal Office. Jaclyn Austin and Joseph Bracero 
greeted participants as they entered the bloodmobile. 

Tribal employee Myra Redamar from the 
Housing department said, ”1 support the blood drive 
and donate blood every year”. 

”1 feel fine. They gave me juice to drink, 
cookies to eat, and a T-shirt," said Redamar after 
donating blood. According to Austin, "After giving 
blood, the key is to relax for 10 minutes." 

After the phlebotomy, the blood is chilled and 
taken back to the Memorial Hospital where it is tested 
and used. 

Both Austin and Bracero thanked everyone 
for donating blood and giving the “gift of life.” 


Mitchell Osceola Graduates from Golf Academy 


By Alexandra Frank 

ORLANDO, FL — On Dec. 12, Mitchell 
Osceola graduated with honors, receiving certificates 
in both Teaching and Club Repair from the Golf 
Academy of The South. The graduation ceremony for 
Golf Complex Operations and Management students 
was held at the Gaylord Palms Resort. 

Osceola, a Hollywood resident and the son 
of Polly Hayes and the late Max Osceola Sr., 
enrolled in the degree program for golf complex 
operations and management. He earned an associ- 
ate’s degree; his studies emphasized facility manage- 
ment with a minor in teaching golf. 

This is a 1 6-month program that started in 
September of 2002. The course is exhaustive since 


the program runs through the summer months with- 
out a break. However, any golf enthusiast would 
think it is well worth the sacrifice. 

“Golf is something I’ve always had a pas- 
sion for. I’ve always played most of my life ever 
since I picked it up at Sequoyah High School back in 
the 80’s,” said Osceola. 

“I know that the tribe needs to get into the 
golf industry which is going on with other tribes. 
We’re the only tribe that really doesn’t have a golf 
course or golf program. I want to be that person who 
takes the initiative; to get my education towards 
earning my degree towards a golf program. 

“I want to bring it back to the tribe help 
them buy a golf course and to have the knowledge it 
takes to run a golf course and also teach everything 
that goes along with golf. 

“The main purpose for me is there’s a lot of 
good people out there like kids or even adults that are 
good at golf or they just want to pick up the game of 
golf. I want to encourage the game of golf or if they 
are interested in the business this can be done. 

“Because I’d like the golf course run by a 
majority of the tribal members and I’m definitely all 
for that - for supporting them if they want to go to 
school like I did. Or we can just hire them if we have 


golf course or we can teach them right there so that 
they won’t have to go to school like I did. 

“But the main purpose for me is to encour- 
age the game of golf and to promote the game of golf 
for the tribe,” Osceola said. 

Mitchell’s other reason for making the major 
decision to carry out his dream and enter the golf 
industry came from his father’s inspiration. 

Max Osceola Sr. loved the game of golf. His 
memorial tournament was the first to involve golf and 
it was the first to be held in the memory of a tribal 
citizen. 

Max Sr. is seen as a founder of golf within 
the Seminole Tribe. He started playing at about the 
same time as his son, and always encouraged him to 

play. Max Sr. was a 
very consistent fac- 
tor in Mitchell’s 
life. 

Mitchell spoke 
about how he 
would like any 
native, either 
Seminole or from 
any other tribe, to 
learn the finer 
points of golf. He 
says that if they 
learn how to play 
well and dream of 
playing profession- 
al golf in the PGA 
they can do so and 
maybe even be bet- 
ter than Tiger 
Woods or Annika 
Sorenstam. 

He also sees 
teaching up-and- 
comers the tech- 
nique of golf on a 
tribal golf course as 
bonus because they 
can create a pro, 
and it will not only 
benefit not only to 
the tribe, but the native people will have no bound- 
aries when it comes to promoting an individual. 

Mitchell also showed an interest in targeting 
young women and girls to pick up the game. The 
LPGA has a lot of Asians, but we do have Native 
American Indians out there who can compete with 
the likes of Annika Sorenstam. 

Mitchell’s vision of the tribe owning a golf 
facility and even producing pro golfers is not so far- 
fetched. As he stated earlier, it is up to someone to 
step up to the green and take the initiative to get the 
education to start a comprehensive program that can 
offer boundless opportunities. 

He graduated with honors for his Teaching 
Certificate, and Club Repair Certificate. He graduated 
in a class of 60 students with countless family and 
friends present. 

This event marks a turning point in the lives 
of the 60 individuals who took the step to further 
enriching their lives by taking the effort to learn more 
about golf, its complex operations and management. 

Mitchell would like to thank Max Osceola 
Jr., David Dehass, David Cypress, Mitchell Cypress, 
and the Education Department for encouraging and 
paving the way for him to go to school. 



Alexandra Frank 


L-R: Conchade, Elisa B., Mitchell Osceola and Polly Hayes. 


Jobs Starting Out at $55/hr for Regular Limas 
and $ 85/hr for SUV Limos 



MILLENIUM LIMOj INC. 

www, [nilkniun diiruxtxiin 

Offering die largest SUV Fleet in South Florida and The lowest prices. 

Fleet: F350 IS Passenger, Excursions from I S/22/26 passengers, 
Hummer H2, Cadillac Escalade 2004, 10 Passenger Lincoln Ibwncar, 



Wc otter Everything from Wedding, Night Outs, 
Airport and Port Transfers, Excursions and much more 


Toll-free Number 800-808-2062, Fax 954-704-9 1 06 
Email Address: mi I leni urn li most# aol.com 


Wc cover the following counties: 

Lee, Collier, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach 
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Municipal Finance {Conference Division 


GLOBAL ORGANIZERS OF INSTITUTIONAL 
FINANCE & INVESTMENT CONFERENCES 


CONFERENCE TOPICS DEVELOPED WITH 

Fran k J . Fabozzi 


The Inaugural 

NATIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN 
TRIBAL FINANCE CONFERENCE 

February 18th- 20th, 2004 
The Spa Resort & Casino * Palm Springs, California 


Owned and operated by the 
Agua Caliente Band of ' 
Cahuilla Indians 



ABOUT THE CONFERENCE: 

Due to the stunning rate at which Native American tribal finance is 
evolving, a forum dedicated solely to addressing the issues this 
growth has generated is essential* The goal of the event is to help 
Native American tribes network with key industry professionals, 
and to provide an educational opportunity in this burgeoning area 
of finance. The event will attract municipal finance professionals and 
representatives from Native American tribes from diverse regions 
of the United States. Topics to be covered include: 


• The Fundamentals of 
Municipal Bonds 

• The Rating 
Agency Perspective 

• Establishing 
Cred itwor thi ness: 

A Buyers Roundtable 

• Credit Enhancement 

• The Risks of Tribal Finance Deals 

• Financing Casinos and Resorts 


• Beyond Casinos: 

The Financing Of Other 
Revenue Generating Projects 

• Building for the Future: 
Financing Infrastructure 
Projects 

• Conduits 

•Taxable vs. Tax Exempt Bonds 

• Financing Housing in 
Indian Country 


WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 

Finance and Legal Professionals 
Government Agencies 
Tribal Leaders 


ABOUT IMN 


The goal of IMN s Municipal Finance Conference Division is to fill 
the current and growing void of much needed regional and sector 
specific public finance conferences. Using IMN’s vast resources 
and, most importantly input from the market, IMN develops 
conferences on the most prevalent topics and provides a much 
needed forum where industry professionals, such as issuers, buyers, 
financial advisors, bankers, rating agencies, insurers, etc,, can meet 
to discuss the issues affecting the municipal marketplace. 


A PARTIAL LIST OF 
PARTICIPATING TRIBES INCLUDES: 


Agua Caliente Band of 
Cahuilla Indians 

Aroostook Band of 
Micmacs 

Bishop Reservation 

Cedar Unified School 
District of the 
Navajo Nation 

Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
Cherokee Nation 

Confederated Tribes of 
Warm Springs 

Cow Creek Band of 
Umpqua Tribe of Indians 

Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation 

Ewiiaapaayp Band of 
Kumeyaay Indians 

Fallon Soshone Paiute Tribe 

Fort McDowell Yavapai 
Nation 

Haulapai Nation 
Jicarilla Apache Tribe 
Kalispel Tribe 


Mashantucket Pequot Tribe 

Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians 

Mohegan Tribe 

Morongo Band of California 

Navajo Nation of Kayenta 
Township Commission 

Nez Perce Tribe 

Port Gamble S’KIallum Tribe 

Pechanga Band/Luiseno 
Indians 

Quechan Tribe of the Fort 
Yuma Reservation 

Quinault Indian Nation 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Seneca Nation 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
Suquamish Tribe 
Swinomish Tribe 
Walker River Paiute Tribe 

White Mountain 
Apache Tribe 


EVENT SPONSORS 


G010 

SILVER 

BRONZE 1 

MEDIA 

BANC ONE CAPITAL 
MARKETS, INC, 

MERRILL LYNCH 
0RRKK, 
HERRINGTON, & 
SUTCLIFFE LLP 

WILLS FARGO 

AMERICAN 
CAPITAL ACCESS 

AKIN, GUMP, 
STRAUSS, HAUER 
& FELD LLP 

CITIGROUP 

FAIGRE & 
BENSON LLP 

GARDNER, CARTON 
& DOUGLAS 

HOLLAND & 
KNIGHT LLP 

LEHMAN BROTHERS 

MBIA 

MONTEAU & PEEBLES 
LLP 

PEPPER HAMILTON 
LLP 

PRESTON, GATES, 

& ELMS UP 

ROPES & GRAY 

AMERIND 

BANK OF NEW YORK 

BEST & FLANAGAN 

BRADFORD & 

MAR 2 EC, INC, 

KUTAK ROCK UP 

LATHAM & WATKINS 

RED HORSE 
HOLDING CORP. 

STANDARD & 
POOR'S 

ASSET BACKED 
ALERT 

AMERICAN 

INDIAN 

REPORT 



For More Information, Please Visit: 

www.imn.org/a590/stm/ 


Email: mail@imn.org • Call: (212) 768-2800 Ext I • Fax: {2 1 2) 768-2484 
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Seminole Boat Wins “Best Use of 
Lights” at Winterfest Boat Parade 


By Michael Kelly 

FT. LAUD- 
ERDALE, FL — The 

Seminole Tribe’s entry at 
the 32nd Annual 
Winterfest Boat Parade 
shined, defeating more 
than 100 boats to take 
first place in the ’’Best 
Use of Lights” Showboat 
category. 

According to 
Winterfest organizers, 
the parade is the world’s 
most watched boat 
parade and the 7th 
largest one-day spectator 
event in the country. 

Held on Dec. 

13, the Winterfest Boat 
Parade aired on Sat. 

Dec. 20 on Channel 7, 

WSVN and again on 
Christmas Day at 12:00 
p.m. The Broadcasting 
Department has inquired 
about obtaining a copy 

for tribal citizens to First place winner of the “Best Use of Lights” showboat category. 

view. 

Lisa Scott- 
Founds, Executive 

Director for Winterfest Inc., thanked the Seminole 
Tribe for their continued support of Winterfest. 

”1 can’t tell you what your sponsorship and 


participation means to this holiday tradition," said 
Founds. 

What will the tribe come up with next year? 
Stay tuned. 



JANUARY 2004 
MONTHLY EVENTS 

HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

TO PUT YOUR NAME ON A TICKET LIST CALL ROBIN OSCEOLA 954-383-1071 


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 






1 

2 PANTHERS VS 

PHLI 

HEAT VS 

MAGIC 

3 PANTHERS 

VS 

COLUMBUS 

4 

5 

HEAT VS 

INDIANA 

6 

7 

HEAT VS 

CHICAGO 

8 

RINGLING 

BROS 

CIRCUS 

A.A. 

9 

RINGLING 

BROS 

CIRCUS 

A.A. 

10 

RINGLING 

BROS 

CIRCUS 

A,A. 

11 

RINGLING 

BROS 

CIRCUS 

A.A. 

12 

RINGLING 

BROS 

CIRCUS 

A.A 

13 RINGLING 

BROS 

CIRCUS 

A. A, 

14 

RINGLING 

BROS 

CIRCUS 

A.A. 

15 RINGLING 

BROS 

CIRCUS 

A.A. 

16 SARA 

BRITMAN 

ODC8PM 

CIRCUS 

A.A. 

17 

PANTHERS 

VS 

TAMPA 

18 

LIPIZZANER 

STALLIONS 

2PM / 6PM 

19 

PANTHERS 

VS 

ST. LOUIS 

20 

HEAT VS 

BOSTON 

21 

PANTHERS 

VS 

COLORADO 

22 

23 PANTHERS VS 

WASHINGTON 

HEAT VS NJ. 

24 MONSTER 

TRUCKS PRO 
PLAYER 

KING OF THE 
CAGE ODC 

25 

BILL 

CLINTON 

ODC2PM 

26 

HEAT VS 

HOUSTON 

27 

28 

PANTHERS 

VS 

PHILADELPHIA 

29 

30 

HEAT VS 

CLIPPERS 

31 


PLEASE CHECK VENUE FOR TIME CHANGES OR CANCELLATIONS 
OFFICE DEPOT 954-835-8000 / AMERICAN AIRLINES 786-777-1000 / PRO PLAYER 305-623-6100 / SOUND ADVISE 561-793-0445 



Ernie Tiger 


Travel Channel film crew get up close with a juvenile panther. 

Big Cypress Reservation Among World's 
Best Places to View Wildlife 

By Ernie Tiger 

BIG CYPRESS — The Travel Channel 
has chosen the Big Cypress Reservation as one of 
the World’s Best Places to View Wildlife. Viewers 
will be treated to a narrated segment on the popu- 
lar channel in the summer of 2004. 

Aboard a customized airboat and swamp 
buggy, viewers will experience a safari throughout 
the 2,200 acre everglades habitat. They’ll get a 
chance to view some of South Florida’s rarest 
indigenous inhabitants, such as the Florida panther 
and black bear. 

“The Billie Swamp Safari is very beauti- 
ful,” said producer Lissete Fernandez. ’’The staff 
is very knowledgeable about the Seminole’s cul- 
ture and the animals that are found here. This 
made today’s film shooting segment go very 
smoothly; we got some great footage.” 

Other top places that the Travel Channel 
visited included Homosassa Springs and the 
Florida Aquarium located in Tampa. 

"I’m glad to see these types of programs 
showing interest in the Seminoles. This is great 
advertisement for the tribe,” said Billie Swamp 
Safari tour guide Jonathan Vasquez after his day of 
tour guiding through the Big Cypress Swamp 
lands. 

After spending the morning aboard an 
airboat and viewing the many exotic deer and 
large alligators found on this tour, the group was 
given the rare opportunity to actually get their pic- 
ture taken with a juvenile panther. Swamp Safari 
guides answered questions on why the panther is 
one of Florida’s rarest and top predatory animals to 
inhabit this area. 

Before finishing their day of filming the 
Seminole Tribe’s Eco-Tourism facilities, the Travel 
Channel film crew made one last stop at the gator pit 



Ernie Tiger 

Cruising through the Everglades. 


to fill their eyes with Florida’s number two predatory 
creature, the alligator. 

After the long shoot, the film crew dined on 
some Seminole Indian food at the Swamp Water 
Cafe. It was a well deserved meal. 


South Florida Institute 
of Sports Medicine 0 

DeSimone Sf Moya, M.D, F.A. 

DeSimone » Moya ■ Haas • Bodner • Dovie 

Weston Foot and Ankle, Inc. 

Slieinberg * Bollo • Felton • Lotufo 



■ Sports and Overuse Injuries 

* Pediatric Orthopaedics 

4 Arthroscopic Surgery of: 

(Foot, Ankle, Knee, Shoulder, Elbow and Wrist) 
4 Knee Ligament Reconstruction 
4 Rotator Cuff/lnjuries/Tennis Elbow 
" Ankle Injuries and Arthritis 
4 Neck and Back Injuries 

■ Foot and Ankle Surgery 

4 Bunion and Hammertoe Correction 

* Heel and Arch Pain 

4 Carpel Tunnel Surgery 

* Fractures and Sprains 
4 Flat Feet 

* In Grown Toenail (Permanent Correction) 

4 Joint Replacement Surgery 


* HMO’S/PPO'S 

* MOTOR VEHICLE 

ACCIDENTS 

* WORKERS COMP. 

* MEDICARE ACCEPTED 

• INFANTS * CHILDREN 

* TEENS * ADULTS 
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Nery Mejicano 


The coldest morning of the year did not prevent the Seminole riders from giving their time to support 
needy children 


Seminoles Participate in 
Christmas Toys in the Sun Run 



By Nery Mejicano 

HOLLYWOOD — On Sunday, Dec. 7, 29 
Seminole riders participated in the largest Christmas 
motorcycle event in the 
nation. This was the 1 6th 
year motorcycle riders got 
together to raise funds to 
benefit the Joe DiMaggio 
Children’s Hospital in 
Hollywood, Florida, and 
the Boys and Girls Club. 

All the riders 
brought at least one toy, 
with most bikes covered 
with stuffed animals, dolls, 
toys and many other chil- 
dren’s playthings. 

Steven Tyler, from 
the rock group Aerosmith, 
followed by Max Osceola 
and the Seminole Riders, 
led the approximately 

36.000 bikers on a 21 -mile 
journey from the Pompano 
Harness Track to Markham 
Park in Sunrise. 

In the 2002 Toys 
in the Sun Run, bikers and 
supporters donated 
$400,000 to the hospital 
and collected more than 

30.000 toys. They gave the 
donations to the Fraternal 


Order of Police who distributed them to kids in need 
throughout the tri-county area. 

The 2003 run collected $481,000 and more 
than 40,000 toys. The 
morning of the ride was 
the coldest of the year, but 
that did not prevent the 
Seminole riders from par- 
ticipating. The morning 
started by a hot breakfast 
at a Denny’s restaurant, 
and a ride to the harness 
track in Pompano. 

The riders jour- 
neyed down 1-95 and 1-595 
escorted by the Broward 
Sheriff’s Office who re- 
routed all other traffic. 

This is both the only time 
of the year when 1-95 and 
1-595 are closed to traffic, 
and cops and bikers have 
the same goal - helping 
sick and needy children. 

At Marham Park, 
more than 100 vendors 
sold food, clothing and 
motorcycle’s accessories. 
Rock bands the 
Smithereens, Foghat, and 
several local bands played 
Nery Mejicano On this beautiful day. 


Mary Jean Koenes at the Sun Run. 



Virginia Mitchell 

L-R: Virginia Osceola, Jo Lin Osceola, Joyce Escabar, Joe Dan and Noel Escabar. 


Celebrating with Joe Dan Osceola 


By Virginia Mitchell 

HOLLYWOOD — Following a two-week 
trip in Peru, Ambassador Joe Dan Osceola came back 
home in time to celebrate his birthday amongst family 
and friends. 

This Tribune employee was warned prior to 
the party that anyone asking year of birth or exact 
year of age would have to pay a $100.00 fine, so I 
dared not ask. 

Daughter Courtney hosted a bingo competi- 
tion. Prior to the band arriving, we ate a delicious 
meal that was cooked on an open fire. 

Why wouldn’t you know the ambassador 
even brought in a Peruvian band to entertain for the 
evening. Many songs sounded familiar to me, but the 
accents threw me for a loop. Don’t get me wrong; 
they were very good. 

Many more great times are ahead for you Joe 
Dan. Stay healthy, wise and we will be there again to 
celebrate with you, no matter how old you’ll be. 



Joe Dan, Jo Lin and son Tiger, showing off the out- 
rageous cake. 



Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1003 

* 


Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

COIJK.UFT DF1 1C HTS... Cf HJRMFT RA5KFT5 AND GHmiFS 

FLORAL LJLPRLSSIONS E RLSM I LOWLR£ 

INnUl.GFNCF BODY CARF PRODUCTS 

PRECIOUS MOMENI HAHY AND M(JM PKtJUUUS 

WITH SYMPATHY, FLORA! I G0URMFT 

MOVING IN.. .WFFCOMF GIFTS 

YOUR. HUSINLSS IMACL. COKPORATL GIFTS 

★ 



Gourmet Gift Baskets 
And Goodies 


954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, FL 

www . h oo ray sf rDmlho II ywoodLtom 


Local Ddiveiy I o 
Lh^wji J & Dado County 
Wire* Senrira. We Ship Anywhere* In Thfi LJSA 
LavL MiinuLc Oiduts. All Major Credit Cards 




CRIME STOPPERS WILL PAY UP TO 
$51,000 AND THE SEMINOLE TRIBE 
WILL PAY AN ADDITIONAL $49,000 FOR 
THE ARREST OF THE SUSPECT(S). 


ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2002, JIM 
SHORE, THE GENERAL COUNSEL FOR THE 
SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, WAS SHOT 
WHILE SITTING INSIDE HIS HOME. PLEASE 
HELP US CATCH THE CRIMINAL(S) AND 
BRING THEM TO JUSTICE! IF YOU HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION ABOUT THIS CRIME, OR IF 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES... 

PLEASE CALL AND 
REMAIN ANONYMOUS! 


CRIME 



TELL WHAT YOU KNOW NOT YOUR NAME 
CALL (954) 493-TIPS (8477) OR (866) 493-TIPS (TOLL FREE) 
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Job Opportunities 


For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at 954-967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, Drug Screening is a requirement of employment, 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


HOLLYWOOD 

Position: Budget Analyst 
Dept: Accounting 
Position still available. 

Salary: Negotiable with exp. with benefits 

Position: Receptionist/Secretary 
Dept: Communications 
Position Opens: 1-12-04 
Position Closes: 1-26-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Quality Control Technician 

Dept: Water Resources 

Position Opens: 11-10-03 

Position Closes: 11-24-03 

Salary $25,000.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Reporter 
Dept: Communications 
Position Opens: 1-12-04 
Position Closes: 1-26-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist 
Dept: Health 
Position Opens: 1-12-04 
Position Closes: 1-26-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Recruiter 
Dept: Human Resources 
Position Opens: 11-3-03 
Position Closes: 11-17-03 
Salary : Negotiable with experience 

Position: Travel Clerk 
Dept: Travel 

Position Opens: 12-15-03 
Position Closes: 12-29-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Accountant 
Dept: Accounting 
Position Opens: 11-24-03 
Position Closes: 12-08-03 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Outreach Worker 
Dept: CAA 
Position Opens: 9-2-03 
Position Closes: 9-15-03 
Salary: $8. 00/hr with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Mechanic 
Dept: Housing 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Vehicle & Equip Coordinator 
Dept: Fixed Asset, Accounting 
Position Opens: 12-22-03 
Position Closes: 1-12-04 

Salary: $20, 800.00 - $24, 960.00 annually with bene- 
fits 

Position: Fixed Asset Accountant 
Dept: Accounting 
Position Opens: 12-22-03 
Position Closes: 1-12-04 

Salary: $30,000 - $37,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Network Administrator 
Dept: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 11-24-03 
Position Closes: 12-08-03 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 


Position Closes: 10-27-03 
Salary: $7. 50/hr with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T & P/T 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens : 1 0-2 1 -03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary Negotiable with experience with benefits 

Position: Curator of Education 
Dept: Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10-20-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience and benefits 

Position: Environmental & Safety Worker 

Dept: Health 

Position Opens: 12-15-03 

Position Closes: 12-29-03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 
Dept: Ahfachkee School 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable w/exp. with benefits. 

Position: Fire Inspector 
Dept: Emergency Services 
Position Opens: 12-8-03 
Position Closes: 12-22-03 
Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Administrator, Emergency Services 
Dept: Emergency Services 
Position Opens: 12-01-03 
Position Closes: 12-15-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Fuel Truck Driver/Line Man 

Dept: Aviation 

Position Opens: 1-5-04 

Position Closes: 1-19-04 

Salary: $18,720.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Water Sampler 

Dept: Water Resources 

Position Opens: 1-12-04 

Position Closes: 1-26-04 

Salary: $21,840.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Elementary Educ Teacher 
Dept: Ahfachkee 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Food Prep. & Service Assoc. 

Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-27-03 
Position Closes: 11-10-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 11-3-03 
Position Closes: 11-17-03 
Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Ast. Store Manager 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience with benefits 

Position: Elem. Music Teacher 
Dept: Ahfachkee School 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 


Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Water Sampler 

Dept: Water Resources 

Position Opens: 1-12-04 

Position Closes: 1-26-04 

Salary: $21,840.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Heavy Equipment Operator 
Dept: Water Resources 
Position Opens: 11-10-03 
Position Closes: 11-24-03 
Salary: $21,840.00 with benefits 

Position: Bus Monitor 

Dept: Education 

Position Opens: 11-24-03 

Position Closes: 12-08-03 

Salary: $16,640.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Dept: Family Services, Health 
Position still available. 

Salary Negotiable with benefits 

FORT PIERCE 

Position: Counselor II 
Dept: Family Services, Health 
Position still available. 

Salary Negotiable with benefits, 

IMMOKALEE 

Position: Counselor II 
Dept: Family Services, Health 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Cultural/Lang. Instructor 
Dept: Culture Education 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Dept: Recreation 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits. 

Position: Teacher I 

Dept: Preschool 

Position Opens: 11-24-03 

Position Closes: 12-08-03 

Salary: Negotiable w/experience w/benefits 

Position: Operator Maint. Trainee (1) 

Dept: Utilities 
Position still available. 

$ 18,700 annually with benefits. 

Position: Nutritionist /Health Educator 

Dept: Health 

Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Counselor 11 
Dept: Family Services, Health 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 


Emergency Services 

Position: Fire Inspector/Public Education Specialist 
Location: Big Cypress and Other Reservations 
Salary: $38,000. (negotiable) Plus Benefits 

Responsibilities include: Fire safety inspec- 
tions of fire suppression and notification systems, 
new construction, existing occupancies ana hazardous 
material sites. Manage Hazardous Material Program. 
Provide presentations on fire safety to educate the 
public and employees of the Tribe. Accept other 
duties as required. Essential for satisfactory perform- 
ance are: good communication skills (verbal and 
written), the ability to work with the public in a cour- 
teous manner, the ability to work in a “self directed” 
environment, a working knowledge of the National 
Fire Protection Agency’s Life Safety Code, State 
Building Codes including the rules and regulations of 
the State Fire Marshal’s Office and the ability to 
research and comprehend technical material. Ability 
to travel between all Reservations (Statewide) is 
mandatory. 

Minimum Qualifications: Current State of 
Florida Fire Inspector Certification, experience con- 
ducting Fire Inspections and working with the public. 

*Preference will be given to candidates pos- 
sessing State of Florida Firefighter Certification, rele- 
vant college degrees and certifications plus extensive 
Fire Inspection/Public Education experience. 

Other Requirements: High School Diploma, Valid 
Florida Driver’s License, Ability to pass an extensive 
Background Investigation and Drug Screen 


Tribune Jobs 


Positions Available at the Seminole Tribune! 

Interested in writing articles and covering 
events for the Seminole Tribe of Florida? The 
Seminole Tribune currently has positions available. 
Each position offers a competitive salary, flexible 
working hours, and a chance to travel. 

Freelance Reporter: Write stories and 
cover events. For example, if you live in Brighton, 
generally you will cover events there, or ones that are 
close by. Basic 35mm and/or digital camera experi- 
ence are needed. A good understanding of grammar 
rules and solid writing skills are important. A valid 
driver’s license is required. Strong computer skills 
needed (Windows/MS Office, Word). 

If you would like more information, please 
call the Human Resources Department at (954) 967- 
3403, or the Seminole Tribune at (954) 967-3416. 


Police Jobs 


Position: Police Officer 

Starting Salary: $39,591.00 

Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, Immokalee 

Police Officer position available. Must already have/his/her 

certification. Needs to be a citizen or have alien resident 

card, 1 9 years or older, with a high school diploma or 

GED. Shift work. Benefits include PPO Health Insurance, 

Life Insurance, 40 IK, Take Home Car Program, Clothing 

Allowance. If you are interested please call (954) 967- 

8900. 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Position: Building Custodian 

Dept: Building & Grounds 

Position Opens: 12-01-03 

Position Closes: 12-15-03 

Salary: $24,960.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Background Investigator 
Dept: Human Resources 
Position Opens: 12-22-03 
Position Closes: 1-12-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Finish Carpenter (2) 

Dept: Housing 
Position Opens:9-2-03 
Position still available 
Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Environmental & Safety Worker 

Dept: Health 

Position Opens: 12-15-03 

Position Closes: 12-29-03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Resource Specialist (Elig. & Util) 

Dept: Health 

Position Opens: 12-15-03 

Position Closes: 12-29-03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Permit Coordinator 

Dept: Water Resources 

Position Opens: 11-10-03 

Position Closes: 11-24-03 

Salary $25,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Office Clerk III 
Dept: Family Services 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Rough Carpenter 
Dept: Housing 
Position Opens: 9-2-03 
Position still available 
Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Director of Housing 
Dept: Housing 
Position Opens: 11-17-03 
Position Closes: 12-01-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefit 

Position: Purchasing Agent (non-Certified) 
Dept: Seminole Police Dept 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Safety Officer 
Dept: Human Resources 
Position still available. 

Salary Negotiable with benefits. 

BIG CYPRESS 

Position: Tour Guide 
Dept: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10-13-03 


Position: Maintenance Mechanic 

Dept: Housing 

Position Opens: 10-20-03 

Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: $23,920 annually with benefits 

Position: Community Health Rep. 

Dept: Health 
Position still available. 

Salary: $20,800 - $22,880.00 annually with benefits. 

BRIGHTON 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Dept: Utilities 
Position still available. 

$ 18,700 annually with benefits. 

Position: Video Programmer, P/T 
Dept: Broadcasting 
Position still available. 

Salary: $8.00/hr. 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T & P/T 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary Negotiable with experience with benefits 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 

Anthony "Tony” Scalcsc 

Criminal Infractions Thhai Member puebh or hMa 


As a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 



Position: Transporter 
Dept: Health 
Position Opens: 9-8-03 
Position still available 

Salary: $18, 720 - $20,592 annually with benefits 


a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 


Position: Ast. Store Mgr. 

Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Dept: Family Services 
Position Opens: 1- 5-04 
Position Closes: 1-19-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher Aide (3) 

Dept: Preschool 

Position Opens: 8-18-03 

Position Closes: 9-2-03 

Salary: negotiable with benefits & education 

Position: Water Resources Mgt. Coord. 

Dept: Water Resources Dept. 

Position still available. 

Salary: $ 30, 000 annually w/ benefits. 

Position: Weed Control Technician 

Dept: Water Resources 

Position Opens : 1 1 - 1 0-03 

Position Closes: 11-24-03 

Salary $19,760.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Heavy Equipment Mechanic 
Dept: Natural Resource Program 
Position Opens: 10-27-03 
Position Closes: 11-10-03 


consultation. No fee unless monev 

w 

recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring uf a lawyer is an knpurtanl Jitisiun that shunhl not he 
hast'd soJeiy upon aihcr Li seme ills, Before you decide, ask us to semi 
you free written information nhour our qualifications anti experience. 
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New Year’s 

By Kenny Bayon C.PT 

It’s amazing how fast the New Year has 
come. This is the time of year when everyone is open 
to a fresh start. It is what sets the tone for a new 
beginning. It’s time to add muscle, trim fat, improve 
eating habits, and get in the best shape of your life. If 
only it were that easy. 

Most people feel the excitement of conquer- 
ing the New Year by trying to achieve their goals - 
and then maintaining the habits that led you to the 
lifestyle change - is an entirely different matter. By 
the time winter ends, so do most resolutions made to 
make ourselves better either mentally and/or physical- 

iy- 

The reasons for failure are numerous. They 
include unrealistic goals, vague objectives, boredom, 
lack of foresight, insufficient support and no enjoy- 
ment. If you want to make 2004 different, you’ll need 
some surefire strategies to keep you on the fast track 
to success. 

STAY WITHIN REALITY 

Maybe in your younger years, when life was 
easier, you played sports, worked out and maintained 
a lean and muscular physique. Now, years later, you 
exercise about once every so often, your belly doubles 
as the kids’ trampoline and your high school reunion’s 
next month. Sorry buddy, but no matter how many 
push-ups, crunches and running sessions you do in the 
next few weeks, you still won’t be strutting around 
like a fit machine any time soon. But you can get fit 
again. It just takes time. That’s the reality. 

With a new program, consistency is more 
important than intensity because you can always 
make it more strenuous later. If you fit the above sce- 
nario, it wouldn’t be wise to jump into a boot-camp 
style training regimen. You’ll probably hate the work- 
outs, and chances are you’ll either get injured or quit. 
Instead, think of methodically chipping away at a 
sculpture. Gradually ingrain healthful and feasible 
mini-goals into your daily routine, such as (to men- 
tion a few) spending at least 45 minutes working out, 
eating five or six small meals to speed up the metabo- 
lism, and constantly drinking water to help avoid 
overeating. Maintain a habit for three months and it’ll 
start to feel like an integral part of your life instead of 
a chore. Eventually, you’ll reach the promise land. 

SELECT SPECIFIC, WELL-PLANNED GOALS 

Just as a manager maps out strategies for the 
team before the beginning of the baseball season, you 
too must rely on details to design a solid fitness 
regime. If you’re hoping to exercise an hour a day 
four to five days a week, put that down in writing. 

Tell yourself, “I will work out from six to seven every 
morning before work.” Even better, add on “I will 
spend 30 minutes weightlifting/resistance training, 
followed by 25 minutes of cardio and five minutes of 
stretching.” Regarding eating, “I will eat breakfast 
immediately following my workout, then consume a 
small meal every three-four hours thereafter.” Even 
more specifically, “Directly following my workout, I 
will eat six egg whites on whole wheat toast with 
onion and tomato, a small banana and a glass of 
grapefruit juice. Mid-morning ... Lunch ... Mid-after- 
noon ... Dinner ...” Success is in the details! 

DO WHAT YOU ENJOY 

Year after year, it’s the same pattern. Hordes 
of people jump on the latest fitness gimmick, hoping 
to ride it to the utopia of tight abs, bulging muscles, 


Resolutions 

low body fat and super endurance. Then, whether or 
not the program works, they abandon it faster than a 
front-loaded mutual fund. Why? Most often, it’s a 
simple case of dislike. 

Think about it. Do you know anyone who’s 
lost a substantial amount of weight on a low-carbohy- 
drate diet and then kept it off? Or do you know any- 
one who bought an Ab Roller and actually developed 
a chiseled midsection because of it? Let’s face it, eat- 
ing low amounts of carbohydrates for more than a 
week is miserable, and doing anything on one piece 
of equipment in excess of a month is like having to 
reread a dictionary. In other words, unless you have 
the self-discipline of a monk, make sure your activi- 
ties are fun. 

If you don’t enjoy running, then ride a bike 
or play sports. If you’re bored with eating the same 
bland foods, experiment with new spices, supple- 
ments and recipes. If you hate going to the gym, exer- 
cise at home. If you have nightmares about working 
out before dawn, set aside time at lunch or immedi- 
ately after work. A healthful regimen should offer 
pleasure, not punishment. 

BREAK THROUGH ROADBLOCKS 
Sooner or later you will likely experience an 
ultra-busy work week, an out-of-town engagement 
(not that any of us know about that), or perhaps an 
injury (heaven forbid). Life’s full of obstacles, but 
usually they’re just slightly more challenging slices of 
our day-to-day existence. The key is to look ahead 
and devise a back-up plan in case of trouble. If you 
have extra work put the magazine down and read job- 
related documents while riding a stationary bike or 
stair stepper. Will you be traveling? Pack running 
shoes for jaunts around the new territory. If you get 
sidelined be extra careful with nutrition, and restart 
the fitness routine as soon as possible. Just make sure 
the roadblock doesn’t become a permanent layoff. 
Never give up because this will be a long haul. 

HAVE A STRONG SUPPORT SYSTEM 
When you’re striving every day for the 
slightest improvement, you need all the help possible. 
That means telling family, friends, co workers and 
workout partners about your goals, and asking for 
their cooperation. Tell mother to save her fudge cake 
for next year, but say you’d happily accept a nutrition 
store gift certificate. Let your buddies know that you 
won’t be tagging along for Monday night beers, but 
you’d love to play Tuesday night hoops. Better yet, 
try finding a permanent workout mate or at least 
someone who has similar resolutions. Having a confi- 
dant you share your struggles and victories might be 
the difference between failure and success. 

COMPETE AGAINST YOURSELF 
While it’s productive to enlist workout part- 
ners and have role models, fitness is a solo competi- 
tion. The only person to compare yourself to is you. 
Keeping a fitness log offers great motivation. Register 
body statistics (take tape measurements and body fat 
percentage every two weeks), performance statistics 
(workout routine and strength/endurance/flexibility 
tests), nutrition (including amount of water con- 
sumed) and random notes. Don’t delay... begin New 
Year’s fitness program today. 

Don’t forget to compete in such competitions 
as the local weight loss programs or maybe start 
entering some races so that you have something to 
strive for. 



Emma Brown 


Santa Claus arrived to greet Brighton students on his rather unconventional sleigh. 


Brighton Pull-Out Students Enjoy 
Surprise Visit from Santa 



By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Sometimes the students 
who attend the Friday Pull-Out Program at the 
Brighton Reservation 
feel like they miss 
something when they 
don’t attend school on 
the last day before a 
holiday. 

While all of 
their friends are enjoy- 
ing a fun-filled day of 
activities and parties, 
they feel that they are 
left out. The teachers 
and staff of the Pull- 
Out Program do every- 
thing possible to make 
holidays at the Friday 
school as fun and 
exciting as they are at 
regular school. 

For 

Christmas, the children 
enjoyed a wonderful 

lunch of baked chick- Pull-Out Program students 
en, rice with gravy, weather during an outdoor 

com and rolls, fol- 

lowed by a nice big 

cupcake for dessert. Once lunch ended, fun and 
games began for everyone. 


The recreation staff had games set up for 
the children, while teachers played cultural games 
with others. During the festive occasion, a big red 

fire tmck pulled up 
with a surprise visit 
from Santa Claus. 

The stu- 
dents were so excit- 
ed to greet Santa and 
visit with him. Once 
Santa took a seat 
under the chickee, he 
gave stockings filled 
with gifts to each 
child, and also had a 
picture taken with 
each one of them. 
Once Santa departed, 
everyone enjoyed 
cookies and punch 
before going home. 

It was a 
joyous Christmas 
celebration for all of 
Emma Brown the Students of the 
enjoying the beatutiful Pull-Out Program, 

learning session. Teachers and staff 

members should be 

recognized for the 

wonderful job they did planning such a fun day for 
the students. 


What’s The Deal With The Weight Gain 
After The Holidays? 


The answer may surprise you... 

We enter the holiday season with a smile 
spread across our faces, and generally exit the holiday 
season with a bigger bulge spread across our waist- 
lines. 

Why is that? Holidays are fun, filled with 
joy, filled with rapture, filled with many battery-oper- 
ated gifts, and most importantly, filled with fruitcake, 
mincemeat pie, plum pudding and yummy sugar 
cookies stacked high with colored icings and sprin- 
kles. Hmm. . . Could food goodies be the reason we 
tend to gain weight during the holiday season? 

If so, then why don’t we gain comparable 
weight throughout the year? Are we not subjected to 
goodies day in and day out, throughout the year? Of 
course we are! However, we do tend to pack on the 
pounds more so during the holidays - and not just 
during the Nov. to Jan. 1 holidays, but also during 
Valentine’s Day, Easter, the Fourth of July, 

Halloween, and also on personal holidays such as 
birthdays and anniversaries. 

Even though the goodies are more pro- 
nounced and at times, more plentiful than during nor- 
mal eating phases of the year, they aren’t the chief 
reason we pack on pounds. These things contribute 
significantly to weight gain during the holidays: 

- Preoccupation. How many times do you start hang- 
ing out with family or coworkers right next to the 
food area. The next thing you know, you grab a chick- 
en wing here a holiday cookie there and you wash it 
down with a sugar filled beverage. Before you know 
it, you have been there for hours. It’s funny because 
you didn’t even realize it since you were so pre-occu- 
pied it didn’t even seem like anything was wrong. 

- Obligation. Friends and relatives sometimes insist 
that you test their holiday concoctions, and if you 
don’t, they will certainly be offended. It’s amazing 
how many calories that Grandma can pack in an inno- 


cent piece of pie. We all know what will happen if 
you gracefully refuse. Words can not describe the 
pain you will go through. 

- Stress. Yes, the holidays can cause a calm man to go 
madly insane - all those jingling bells and goody 
smells sifting and ringing through the air. 

- Acute happiness. Acute happiness comes in small 
increments. If we were acutely happy all of the time, 
we would explode, or turn into cartoon characters 
with big googly eyes. It just isn’t possible to be acute- 
ly happy all of the time. In fact, being acutely happy 
all the time would make you unhappy. Nonetheless, 
when we experience acute happiness and joy, we tend 
to eat freely, and without thought. We think, "I am 
acutely happy! I am filled with holiday joy and the 
spirit of the season! I feel so free! Life is free! 
Happiness is free! Joy is free! Even the calories in 
the 25 pound Black Forest Cheesecake that I just ate 
are entirely free!” 

- Anxiousness. Waiting, waiting, and more waiting. 

We wait in lines at the market, or at the retailers. We 
wait in traffic on the highway. We wait to wrap gifts. 
We even wait to open up the gifts. Then we wait in 
lines to return gifts. Geez.... waiting can really get a 
body anxious! During all of this waiting, we feel 
trapped, and if there is a goody in sight, we reach for 
it! 

- Holiday bills. Oh, this is so depressing that we won’t 
touch more on this naughty, unthinkable subject. But 
rest assured; debt can trigger overeating. 

SUMMING IT UP 

So when the holidays return, you’re now 
equipped with knowledge that will help you avoid 
overeating. Try to remember all of the eating triggers. 
Most importantly, don’t forget its time to do some 
work and take care of our bodies! Hopefully, your 
New Year’s resolution will turn into a lifestyle change 
that will last forever. 


Brighton Senior Center Christmas D inn er 

By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On Dec. 

1 1 , the Brighton Senior Center 
program hosted their annual 
Christmas dinner. The Senior 
Center staff prepared wonderful 
food including turkey, dressing, 
ham, sweet potato casserole, cab- 
bage, salad, rolls, sofkee and pies. 

Visitors from every reser- 
vation came to visit and enjoyed a 
scrumptious dinner with their 
long-time family and friends. The 
seniors enjoyed 10 rounds of 
bingo and door prizes before the 
feast. It was an enjoyable gather- 
ing for everyone. 

Hats off to the entire 
Senior Center staff for hosting 
such a great Merry Christmas din- 
ner for the community’s seniors. 

BINGO WINNERS 
1 st game - Patsy Billie, 2nd game 
- Joe L John, 3rd game -Alice Alice Billie, Rosie Billie, Archie Johns, Agnes 

Billie, 4th game - Daisey Buster, Louise Cypress, Jumper, 8th game - Agnes Jumper, Felix Rhodes, 9th 

Bessie Tommie, 5th game - Alice Billie, Julia John, game - Sammy Gopher. 

Daisey Buster, 6th game - Alice Snow, 7th game - 



Emma Brown 


Seniors enjoying a game of bingo during the Christmas dinner. 


December 1, World AIDS Day 


Submitted by Health Department 

The statistics are staggering. Today, 42 mil- 
lion men, women and children are believed to be liv- 
ing with HIV/AIDS, with five million new infections 
occurring each year. HIV is an equal opportunity 
infector, paying no attention to race, gender, health 
status, income or location. 

Native Americans accounted for approxi- 
mately 28 percent of total cases in the United States, 
reference 1998 Center for Disease Control statistics. 
A threat that has crossed every cultural, socioeco- 
nomic and political boundary, advancements in HIV 
can be best measured by communities healing from 
the inside out. 

Dec. 1 marked World AIDS Day and the 
Seminole communities rose to the occasion by com- 
ing together to learn more about the disease and cre- 
ate a 2004 HIV/AIDS Prevention and Management 
Plan. 

Native American Pearl Kent of the Peguis 
Nation, opened the assembly with insight into her 
own HIV positive world. Mother of two children, 
Pearl lost her husband to AIDS 5 years ago. 
Diagnosed in 1994, Pearl was given one year to live. 

Determined to survive for her children, 

Pearl attributes her good health to a positive, drug 
free lifestyle, partnership with her physician, adher- 
ence to his prescribed medication treatment plan, 
support of family and friends and avoidance of as 
much stress as possible. Pearl admits the stress free 
lifestyle is not always attainable as she raises her two 
sons! 

Pearl’s first hand account of HIV education 
emphasized the necessity of the transition of HIV 


knowledge into lifestyle management and/or behav- 
ior change. 

Following Pearl Kent’s presentation, the 
HIV/AIDS Task Force participants split into separate 
groups representing the Hollywood, Big Cypress and 
Brighton areas to formulate a 2004 HIV/AIDS action 
plan. 

Each group, made up of a clinic, nutrition, 
health education, family service and tribal member 
representation, was joined by State Health depart- 
ment staff from Broward, Glades/Hendry and Collier 
counties to provide possible outside resources and 
technical assistance. 

Each community focus group then presented 
their specific plan of action to all the Task Force par- 
ticipants. Though the Seminole Tribe has fewer than 
10 cases of HIV/AIDS, there have been 2 deaths 
recorded as attributable to the disease. 

Holly Billie, medical social worker for the 
Brighton Reservation and Big Cypress resident, gave 
her thanks to chairman Mitchell Cypress and the trib- 
al council representatives for their support of all trib- 
al citizens in their pursuit of health and wellness, no 
matter the cause or affliction. As evidenced by 
Pearl’s testimony, not all tribes are as fortunate. 

“Prevention efforts are paramount in the 
focus on the HIV/AIDS epidemic, but equally as 
important is the spiritual embrace of those living 
with HIV disease,” said Health Director Connie 
Whidden. 

For more information on HIV/ AIDS and the 
HIV/AIDS Task Force programs and events, contact 
your local Health Educator. 


Arrested? License Problems? 


“We ll Stand Up For You!” 

* Suspended License • Felonies 

* Revoked License * Misdemeanors 

* Traffic Tickets 

•DU1 • Nursing Home Neglect 


The Law Offices of 

Guy J. Seligman, RA. 


320 SE .9th Street • Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 I 

954-760-7600 I 


I he hiring an attorney is -an important daitaon tfa£ should not be bawd solely upon MUeil&ernentB. 
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Sports ❖ Ham-pa-leesh-ke ❖ Vkkopvnkv 

7th Annual Marie Billie Memorial Basketball Tournament 


By Paula Cassels 

HOLLYWOOD — On Dec. 9, 
11, and 13, Francine Osceola hosted the 
7th Annual Marie Billie Memorial 
Basketball Tournament at the Hollywood 
Recreation center. 


The all-Indian tournament fea- 
tured men’s, women’s, and Legends divi- 
sion. Later that week, there was a both a 
free throw and 3 -point competition. 

On Dec. 9 and 11, Vivian 
Delgado kicked off the Marie Billie 
Basketball Tournament serving a hardy 
dinner to attendees. Delgado, tirelessly 


cooked all the Seminole favorite dishes, 
Spam and tomatoes, short beef ribs, ham- 
burger gravy with rice, fry bread, sofkee 
and more. 

Natives from other states includ- 
ing Choctaws from Mississippi, 


Cherokees from Oklahoma, and Oneida 
members from Wisconsin came and 
enjoyed participating in the basketball 
tournament. Brothers Jeremiah and John 
Powless from the Oneida Nation partici- 
pated in the Marie Billie Memorial 
Basketball Tournament. 

"We just came to Hollywood to 


attend the North American Indigenous 
Games meeting presented by Bo Young, 
Assistant Director for the Hollywood 
Recreation,” John Powless said. 

Both brothers are returning home 
winners. Jeremiah Powless defeated 30 
contestants in the free 
throw competition, and 
John Powless won the 3- 
point throw competition. 

At the games, the 
Hollywood Urban 
Legends held on to the 
championship title, win- 
ning first place for the 
best 2-out-of-3 games 
against Big Cypress 
Legends. Urban Legends 
received honorary jackets 
for best all around basket- 
ball team. 

Winning teams 
received jackets, sweat- 
shirts, tote bags and a 
cash prize. 

A big thanks to 
Vivian Delgado for cook- 
ing, Francine Frank for 
hosting the games. 

Special thanks to Council 
Representative Max 
Osceola: for sponsoring 
the 7th Annual Marie 
Billie Memorial 
Basketball Tournament. 

Winning Results: 

Men's Legends Division - 
1st Place Urban Legends, 
2nd Place B.C. Legends. 
Women's Legends 
Division - 1 st Place Miccosukee Women 
2nd Place Virginia's Team. Men's Junior 
Division - 1st Place Canes, 2nd Place 
Mississippi Pirns, 3rd Place South 
Central. Women's Junior Division - 1st 
Place Lady Seminoles 2nd Place 
Miccosukee Ladies 



First Place Lady Seminoles. 


Jerry Micco Sr. Memorial Ride I 


By Tribune Staff Writer 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — On 

Oct. 25, 31 motorcycles and 10 cars lined 
up for a memorial ride honoring the late 
Jerry Micco Sr. Motorcycles came from 
Hollywood, Big Cypress, Brighton, 
Immokalee, Tamiami Trail, Kendall, and 
Naples. 


Jerry Micco lived on the Big 
Cypress reservation, and was a member of 
the Otter Clan. Two years ago he passed 
away due to health problems, and this 
year his oldest son, Vincent Micco, decid- 
ed to honor his father’s memory with this 
first memorial ride. 

Vincent Micco said a prayer and 


then the bikers left Everglades Holiday 
Park at 9:00a.m. and headed for their first 
stop in South Bay. From there, they trav- 
eled to Okeechobee, followed by a stop at 
the Brighton reservation, passing by 
where Jerry Micco use to live. 

The riders then went to Ortona 
Cemetery where Chairman Mitchell 

Cypress placed a wreath that 
read “In loving memory of 
Jerry Micco Sr.” on his 
grave. 

Cypress said Jerry 
Micco was like a brother to 
him and that the memorial 
ride was a respectful tribute. 
Vincent Micco expressed his 
appreciation to everyone 
who participated in doing 
the ride in memory of his 
dad, saying it meant a lot to 
his family. He ended the 
ceremony with a prayer. 

The riders then headed 
for their last stop on the 
Brighton reservation where 
they enjoyed a cookout and 
some entertainment. The 
weather was beautiful that 
day, and everyone said they 
had a good time. 

Special thanks to 
Mitchell Cypress for his 
hospitality, and to all others 
who helped make this ride a 
memorable one. 



Third Annual Holiday Cheer Pool Tournament 


By Libby Blake 

BRIGHTON — Alice and 
James “Buddy” Sweat hosted the Third 
Annual Holiday Cheer Pool Tournament 
on Saturday Dec. 20. The Brighton 
Recreation department, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, and Big Cypress 
Councilman David Cypress sponsored the 
event, and Sonny’s Bar-BQ provided the 
chicken, ribs, cole slaw, and baked beans. 

Contestants played in 8-Ball 
tournaments for men, women, and chil- 
dren. There was also an adult scotch dou- 
bles event. Only tribal citizens and their 
legal spouses could participate in the 
events. Due to a shortage of women, tribal 
employees were allowed to play in the 
scotch doubles. 

Results of all events were as fol- 
lows: Girls 6-11 years: 1st place - Rosa 
Urbina, 2nd place - Stevie Brantley, 3rd 
place - Taylor, 4th place - Brianna 


Nunez, 5th place - Cheyenne Nunez. 

Girls 12-17 years: 1st place - Jewel 
Buck, 2nd place - Courtney Nunez. 

Boys 6-11 years: 1st place - 
Nathan Gopher, 2nd place - Marshall 
Tommie, 3rd place - Trent Osceola, 4th 
place - Jonathan Boromei, 5th place - 
Joshua Trent, 6th place - Daniel Nunez, 

Jr. Boys 12-17 years: 1st place - Pierson 
Hunsinger, 2nd place - Cordell Jumper, 
3rd place - Cordey Jumper. 

Men 18-49 years: 1st place - 
Nick Tiger, 2nd place - Jack Billie, 3rd 
place - Jessie Urbina, 4th place - Tony 
Lee Osceola, 5th place - Weems Buck. 
Men 50 years and older: 1st place - Joe 
Jr. Billie, 2nd place - David Cypress, 3rd 
place - Russell Osceola, 4th place - 
James Sweat, 5th place - Truman Bowers. 

Women 18-49 years: 1st place 
- Peggy Nunez, 2nd place - Theresa 
Nunez Boromei, 3rd place - Miranda 
Tommie, 4th place - Linda Tommie, 5th 


place - Crystal Smith. Women 50 + years: 
1st place - (split) Linda Billie and Juanita 
Osceola, 3rd place - Rosie Billie, 4th 
place - Alice Sweat, 5th place - Esther 
Buster. 

Scotch Doubles: 1st place -Joe 
Jr. Billie/Linda Billie, 2nd place - David 
Cypress/ Theresa Nunez Boromei, 3rd 
place - Sammy Gopher/Rosie Billie, 4th 
place - Daniel “Boogie” Nunez/Peggy 
Nunez, 5th place - Skeeter Bowers/Libby 
Blake. 

An open 9-ball tournament fol- 
lowed with the winners below: 

Men: 1st place - Corey Penrod, 2nd place 
- Glen Olsen, 3rd place - Jack Billie, 4th 
place - David Cypress, 5th place - Joe 
Chandler. 

Women: 1 st place - Ellen Van 
Buren, 2nd place - Miranda Tommie, 3rd 
place - Linda Tommie, 4th place - 
Shannon Gopher, 5th place - Alice Sweat. 


12th Anniversary Home Depot BCAHPED 
Scholarship Run/Walk Family Fitness Event 



This 12th Anniversary event is designed for the whole 
family with great sponsors, live music, fabulous food, and vast 
amounts of door prizes, along with an expertise management 
team. The Sun Sentinel rated this race the top race of 
2001 along with best Race Director, Janet 
Parke. 

Participants can sign up for a 
variety of events: USATF 10-K 
Run/Walk, 12-Mile Training 
Run/Walk, USATF 5K Run/Walk, 

5K Racewalk, 1-Mile Fitness Walk, 

Kids Depot Dashes, and Elementary & 

Middle School Mile. 

A Fitness Expo will be held in con- 
junction with the event. Proceeds will benefit 
BCAHPED by providing scholarships to graduat- 
ing high school seniors. 

The event takes place on Jan. 18 (7:30 a.m.) at 
the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, Parkland, (NW 


Broward County) just off the Sawgrass Expressway. 

Location: Pine Island Road (Coral Springs Drive) & 
Holmberg Rd (Do not use Holmberg Rd. to access the 
school.) 

You may pre-register on-line Jan. 1 6 or in per- 
son on Jan 17. Fees are: 1 OK, 5K & 12 Mile 
Run and Walk (pre-registration thru Jan 
17 is $10.00). Race Day is $15.00. 

Kids Dashes, Mile Runs and 
Mile Family Fitness Walk pre-reg- 
istration is $3.00 (No Shirt) or 
$8.00 (With shirt) Race Day is 
$5.00 (No Shirt) and $10.00 (With 
Shirt) 

For more information call 
(954) 771-1060 or 

http://csprrc.com/links.htm. Register on-line 
at http://active.com/event. 
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Paula Cassels 

“Big Shot” and “Kino King” tee up for the Net Skins. 


Max's Christmas Skins 
Golf Tournament 2003 



By Paula Cassels 

WESTON, FL — On Dec. 20, 
tribal members and tribal employees teed- 


Max Osceola, Council Representatve. 


off on Bonaventure's west golf course in 
the early morning, with weather tempera- 
tures as low as 49 degrees. 

The tournament fea- 
tured Nets Skins for men, 
women and senior, and men 
and womens divisions. 

Participants brought 
unwrapped toys for boys and 
girls to cover the golf tourna- 
ment's entry fee. 

Earlier that morning 
Hollywood's Family Services 
employee Tina Mennella 
stopped by Bonaventure to col- 
lect the toys. The toys were 
wrapped and then delivered to 
twenty-eight foster children 
living on the Hollywood 
Reservation. 

"Along with the toys, 
one half of the Net Skins Golf 
Tournament prizes money is 
donated to Family Services,” 
Hollywood Recreation 
Assistant Director Bo Young 
said. 

"This tournament is 
all about the children,” 
Hollywood Council 
Representative Max Osceola 
said “[And] donating 
Christmas toys to the foster 
children’s families.” 

After the game, atten- 
dees met back at Bonaventure's 
restaurant and enjoyed fun, fel- 
lowship, prizes, and a chicken 
and ribs barbecue lunch. 

Special thanks to Max 
Osceola for sponorsing the 
Christmas Skins 2003 Golf 
Tournament. 


Paula Cassels 


2nd Annual Oscar B. Johns 
Memorial Pool Tournament 


The 2nd Annual Oscar B. Johns 
Memorial Pool Tournament is slated for 
Sat. Jan. 26 at the Brighton Recreation 
Gym. Sign up is between 9:00 a.m. - 
10:00 a.m. Starting time begins at 10:30 


a.m. This event is for all Seminole tribal 
citizens. 

If you need any information, 
please contact the Brighton Recreation 
department at (863) 763-3866. 


4th Annual Council vs: Board 
at the John Jimmy Arena 


IMMOKALEE — The 4th 
Annual Council vs. Board will take 
place at the John Jimmy Arena in 
Immokalee on Saturday, Jan. 24. It is 
open to all tribal members, their spous- 
es and children, tribal employees and 
tribal affiliates. Admission is free for 
the rodeo at 6:00 p.m. and includes a 
free barbeque at 4:00 p.m. All events 
will be open to both males and females. 

Events include: Mutton busting 
- 6 years and under, Calf riding - 7 
years - 10 years, Junior bull riding - 11 
-16 years, Senior bull riding - 17 and 
older, Barrel racing - 1 0 and under, 
Barrel racing - 11 to 16 years, Barrel 
racing - 17 and older, Calf scramble: 
contestants must use rope youth, Goat 


team roping: contestants may use youth 
ropes only, Team penning - 2 man 
teams Ribbon roping - team of 2 males 
or females Wild cow milking - team of 
2 team, Rope and brand - team of 3 
with 1 or 2 girls, Trailer race - 3 person 
team, Money the hard way - 1 7 and 
older. 

Buckles will go to the first 
place winner in all events. The traveling 
trophy will be displayed at host tribal 
office for 1 year. Added money per 
event. 

For more information, please 
call Moses Jumper at (863) 983-9234, 
Paul Bowers at (863) 447-0020, or the 
Immokalee Field Office at (941) 657- 
6567. 
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Happy Birthday 


Poems 



Dear Vicky, 

I would like to take this time to 
wish you, my Little Sweetheart, a Happy 
Birthday! 

Also, I want you to know that I 
love you and miss you. Once again as a 
little reminder, that it’s not so much as 
being surrounded by many so call friends, 
but it’s knowing who you are in Jesus 
Christ. 

So when that feeling of loneli- 
ness starts to set in your mind during 
these very special times of events, just 
turn to the Lord and say, Lord, thank you 
for all these years which you’ve blessed 
me with as well as being with me, in 
Jesus’ name. 

Though I am a little late with 
this, I remembered you in my prayers on 
your very birthday as I do everyday. 

Your Dad, 

Coleman Josh 



Happy 6th Birthday (Jan. 12) 
to Miss Denise Emanuell Osceola. 

You’re a beautiful young lady; be good 
and have fun. 

Love you lots, 

Egoosh and the Otter Gang 



Happy 22nd Birthday (Jan. 12) 
to Candice Sharon Osceola. 

We think of you and miss you every day. 
We love you very much ... to infinity! 

Love Mom, Carla-Jo, and 
Brandon 



Happy Birthday Peggy 

To the world’s greatest grandma, 
mom, great-grandma, and egoosh. You’re 
the best. We love you very much forever, 

The whole Otter Gang and all your 
kids in Trail. 

Happy Birthday to Greg Jumper 

God has blessed me with a won- 
derful son who is a loving, kind, and awe- 
some young man. I am so glad you are 
growing up. Be careful and always take 
care of yourself. 

I love you and miss you, 

Mom 

Happy Birthday (Jan. 15) to 
our aunt and cousin, Marcella “Nook” 
Billie. Have fun and keep up the good 
work with the kids! 

Love you, 

Doris and the Otter Gang 

Happy Birthday to my sisters 
Marcia Cypress on Jan. 27 and Devon 
Cypress on Jan. 15 from Doreen, Akol, 
Akira and Asiana. 


Thinking of You 


To the families 

I feel like I’ve been gone forever. 
Every time I read my tribal paper, I read 
of someone passing to the next world: 
Cindy Osceola, Laura Mae Osceola, Hot 
Dogg, Solomon Cypress, Roger Jumper, 
William Jumper, Jeffrey Storm, and 
Michelle Cypress. There’s so many of 


you. 

You guys have made it to that 
place we were told about growing up. We 
are stuck in this sinful world, but when 
our time is up, we’ll be reunited with you 
guys and my Mom and Dad, who I miss 
so much. There’s not a day that goes by 
that I don’t think about you. 


To the families of those who 
passed on, you are all in my heart and 
prayers. Rosetta, I love you! 

Forever in my heart, 

Cynthia Osceola 
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♦ Rodeo # Craft Sooths 

> Festival <> Alligator Show 

Seminole Food > Dance Troops 


Located at Bergeron Rodeo Grounds 

cad (954)364-4221 for wore information 


I’ve Been Lookin 


The days past torment 

Whispers - hushed tones 

Into my soul 

Just a sign 

I search for reasoning 

Where are you guys 

It makes no sense 

My brothers 

Confused alone 

Where did you all go 

Crying for the ones 

When I wasn ’t looking 

Which cry no more 

I stand alone 

Nor can hear my pleas 

Surrounded 

I speak to the night 

- Thomas Storm Sr 

Captured By Love 

Captured by love is, 

I never wanted another 

Looking at you a thousand times 

I was overcome with your beauty 

And each time is like 

Beauty I thought existed 

The very first time I saw you 

Only in storybooks 

You took me in 

I now know that such things... exist 

It was warm 

Till death do us part 

We watched TV 

Never hit me as does now 

I didn l want to leave 

Captured by love is my only description 

Each time since I wanted 

My heart cries out for you 

To always be there for you 

I know if I whisper on 

We had a baby 

The nights wind 

I knew then we ’d know 

That you will hear me 

Each other eternally 

This feeling its real 

We had another 

This is what I will do anything to keep 

I could not have been happier 

I’m captured by love 

Your kiss was warm 


It touched me deep inside 

One love, 

Your kiss was warm & tender 

- Thomas Storm Sr 

Your skin so smooth 


Feeling Free 

Eve often contemplated 

What we know of it 

Feelings sensual and erotic 

Satin sheets with the most 

It is known to cross 

Beautiful woman 

Many barriers 

Time and again - touch 

The actions are not 

Feel, kiss, caress 

Limited to behind 

To lightly breathe 

Closed doors 

The nape of her neck 

Eating, exercise, swimming 

The experience that shiver 

Or having an exotic drink 

Which comes from deep 

In a far away place 

Within her 

Even just taking a drive 

Just these thoughts 

In the country 

Put to paper 

The excitement of 

This to, far goes behind closed doors 

Reaching a destination 

-Thomas Storm Sr. 

Love Is... 

Untouchable, indescribable 

But words - do not come forth 

The speak it in the shadowed 

If a dream is real for 

Hushed places private 

As long as it lasts 

May slightly 

Then too loves moment 

Touch its edges 

Is in fact eternal 

When overcome with it 

It is this light which can never 

Deep in the pit of 

Be extinguished 

Our very being 

It is what we grasp for 

You know, feel, 

And hold with both hands 

And can not speak or breathe it 

In a vise like grip..., life 

Your heart just 

It is this very thing... inside us 

Wants to jump 

Called - love 

Telling the whole world 

- Thomas Storm Sr 

That you are in it 


Night of the Heavyweights 

Warrior’s Boxing Promotions, 

Middleweight Tito Mendoza takes on 

Inc., in association with the Seminole 

Ettianne Whitaker for the WBC Eatin 

Coconut Creek Casino, will offer live 

American Championship Cruiserweight 

professional boxing on Sat., Jan. 17 in 

Championship. 

Coconut Creek, FL. 

The Seminole Coconut Creek 

Former two-time Heavyweight 

Casino is located at 5550 NW 40™ Street, 

champion Michael Moorer continues his 

Coconut Creek, FL 33073. Doors open 

quest to recapture the title, while Elieser 

5:30 p.m. (Eastern). First fight is at 6:30 

Castillo defends his NABF Heavyweight 

p.m. 

title. 

TICKETS: $30 General 

Two other championship fights 

Admission, $100, $125 and $150 

on tap include Jermell Barnes vs. Ramon 

Ringside Reserved. On sale Monday 

Garbey for the NABO Cruiserweight 

through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or 

Championship. Hard-hitting Super 

by calling 1-877-50FIGHT. 


Warrior's Boxing w ins NABA 
award in inaugural year! 


Warrior's Boxing Promotions, 
one of the sport’s most active promoters, 
has been named North American Boxing 
Association Promoter of the year for 
2003. 

Currently, Warrior's Boxing 
Promotions has four NABA champions, 
including heavyweight contender Lance 
Whitaker (27-2-1, 22 KOs), hard-hitting 
featherweight Whyber Garcia (13-1, 10 
KOs), slick southpaw and super ban- 
tamweight prospect Celestino Caballero 
(19-1, 14 KOs) plus flyweight sensation 
Angel Priolo (29-1, 20 KOs). 

George Martinez, President of 
the NABA observed, "It is not common 


for a promoter in its first year to receive 
such an honor. However, the NABA is 
very impressed with the quality of the 
fights that took place in 2003 as well as 
the overall organization of Warrior's 
Boxing Promotions." 

Jessie Robinson, Executive 
Director of Warrior's Boxing Promotions 
told FightNews, "We are extremely hon- 
ored to be the NABA promoter of the 
year. Last year was a fantastic beginning 
for Warrior's Boxing Promotions. We look 
forward to a very aggressive schedule in 
2004, which includes a minimum of 12 
shows. As our stable of fighters continues 
to grow, we will be very active." 


I can be yours 
for only $45! 

Call the Seminole Tribune! 
(954) 967-3416 
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Variety of Patchwork 
For sale 

(954) 336-7273, 



Weight Loss Patch 

Siim Solution™ Topical Weight 
10 Patches (one month supply) Hem #2220 

see www.newYismn.net/Casftels 
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30-Day Supply Free Products 
to nrre- FrccP rodpcT Gi v e a h m .com 

ReMew Your Vision 2004 


Nationwide Applications 

“Leading financial institution 
approving small business, 
mortgage and vehicle loans, 
mmediate Response. Give is a 
call at 1-866-2 19-7661.” 


P 

A Senior Living Community 

R 

A 

1450 SWIlIlh Way 

Dearlield Beach. FL 33441 

954-428-34&0 

954-425-1 022 fax 

Wear beaches. medical facilities and shopping 

X 

ONE BEDROOM FLOOR PLANS FROM $640 
Includes Utilities * PlkjI & Spa 1 Clubhuuses 
Oimpntef Lab - Activities * HeaHti 'A'atcTi 

1 

Income E Aq* 

- 


s 

www.praxi52.com 










Grandmother, 
when you talk, I will listen. 

When you teach, I will learn. 



As an cider in your community being involved with your 
grandch ildren will help prevent them Imm doing drugs. 

Like the opportunity Lo Leach our grandchildren about the 
dangers of drug use. 

To gci information on keeping your grandchildren away from 
drags, call 1(800} 788-2800, 

Or visit our website tkeantidrug.com, 

ELDERS. 

THE ANT I - DRUG. 

Of flea of National Drug Control Policy 
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Tampa Community Welcomes New Year 


By Randi M. Simmons 

TAMPA — Community tribal citizens and 
their families celebrated New Year's Eve by gathering 
together for a late evening buffet style dinner, fun, 
entertainment and fireworks along the beach. 

Held at the Bahia Beach Resort on Tampa 
Bay, it was a stunning sight to see the boats, decorat- 


ed with an assortment of twinkling holiday lights up 
and down the marina docks. 

The Royal Palm Room, the club’s dining 
room had elegantly deccorated set tables complete 
with burgundy and snow white linen 
adorning the tables. Between the crys- 
tal water glasses were assorted party 
top-hats and glittery tierras. Bobby 
Henry offered a special prayer of 
blessings and thanks. 

When the buffet line slowed 
down and wait staff began to clear the 
plates, people made their way to the 
dance floor. Disc jockey Jacob had a 
whole lineup of game show-type con- 
tests who wanted to participate for 
some party prizes. The spectators 
seemed to enjoy the games as much as 
the players themselves did. 

They played several rounds of 
trivia games in which contestants had 
to hit a big buzzer first and answer 
questions for points. Winners would 
receive little flashing lights on a small 
magnet. They hung them from their 
ears like earings, and also from their 
hair and clothes. Then they ran around 
on the dance floor like little glowing 
fireflies. 

Phaydra Clark, daughter of 
Debbie Henry from Tampa’s 
Recreation Department, surprised quite 
a few onlookers when she did an exceptional job of 
swiveling a hula hoop around her waist for the 
longest amount of time. She won that contest by a 
large margin and received a lot of applause. She 
might even still have been there the next day swivel- 


ing, if the DJ hadn't reclaimed his hoop. 

An atypical version of musical chairs with a 
twist was a big hit for the kids. When the DJ stopped 
the music, he announced a specific item like a penny 
or a twig, and the children had to scramble to try and 
find it before they could come back and vie for one 
of the chairs. When they were off and searching, the 
DJ would remove one or two of 
the seats to make it more chal- 
lenging. 

Everyone played a 
variety of party games until an 
announcment was made saying 
there would be a doorprize 
drawing for the adults. 

Everyone went home a winner 
that evening with one or two 
door prizes. Penny Jimmie, 
Liasions Secretary, did the 
doorprize selection for the 
ladies, and people won gifts 
such as lotions, purses, fancy 
glassware, and candles. Tampa 
Liaison Richard Henry and his 
crew selected items for the men 
including sporting goods, tools, 
and more. 

As the minutes drew 
closer to midnight, eyes fixated 
on the big screen TV which had 
been brought in so everyone 
could watch the count down in 
New York City’s Times Square. 
As 2004 arrived, another door 
prize drawing took place for the adults. This was 
doubly exciting for tribal citizen Linda Lee Storm 
because she had the winning ticket waving in her 
hand. 


The New Year finally arrived. Everyone in 
the room gave thanks that they were around to be 
with their family and friends, and made their way out 
to see the colorful fireworks above the Tampa Bay 
beach. Happy New Year to All. 



Colleen O. Henry 

Linda Jane, Jerry Henry and Alana Henry ringing in the new year. 



The Ric Rac Shack 


5450 Plaza on 441 
Across from the Hard Rock Casino 
954-583-3006 

Come in for traditional and regalia trims, 
ric rac, laces, bias, sequin trims and more. 

Enormous variety & great prices. 

January Special 

Buy any to rolls, get one free. 

Look for our booth at the 
Semionle Tribal Fair & Rodeo. 

Located at the Bergeron Rodeo Grounds 
Feb. 13-15 in Davie 



Mitchell Cypress and Henry John Billie enjoying the Christmas celebration. 


Big Cypress Seniors Celebrate Christmas 



By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS — More than 60 seniors 
turned out in their winter finery to celebrate 
Christmas on Thursday Dec. 18. The day was full of 
fellowship, friendship, prizes, gifts, and a visit from 
Santa Claus. 

The seniors started gathering at 1 0 a.m. and 
were served sofkee and sweet rolls while they played 
bingo for prizes. The 
Paul “Cowbone” 

Buster band provided 
the musical entertain- 
ment. 

After a bless- 
ing from Pastor Salah 
Hummingbird, the sen- 
iors dined on a fine 
meal of beef brisket 
and barbeque chicken 
with all the trimmings. 

All the sen- 
iors were then invited 
to get their picture 
taken with Santa, and 
he and Mrs. Claus dis- 
tributed presents. 

Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress gave each sen- 
ior a gift bag, which 
included a copy of 
Patsy West’s latest 
book titled, “The 
Seminole and 
Miccosukee Tribes of 
Southern Florida: 

Images of America.” 

A pool tourna- Big Cypress seniors and their loved ones celebrating Christmas together. 

ment followed. Sammy 


Gopher took first place honors for the men. Second 
to fifth place went to Joe Jr. Billie, Leroy “Keeno” 
King, Dan Bowers, and David Jumper, respectively. 

Annie Jumper came from the losers bracket 
to place first among the women participants. Second 
to fifth place were Louise Billie, Rosie Billie, Ruby 
Osceola, and Virginia Tommie, respectively. 



GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID? 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 
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Paula Cassels 


Clothing contest participants line up for the judges. 


John and Louise Billie's Annual Christmas Party 



tion started at noon and continued into the night. 
Floodlights were even set up for the championship 
games. Winners of the women’s horseshoe competi- 
tion were: Myra Jumper, Jennie Billie and Betty 
Osceola. Winning men’s division Ronnie Billie and 
Kenny Tommie tied for first place. 

While the horseshoe tournament continued 
tribal citizens Teresa Jumper and Richard Osceola 

entertained guests, singing country and 
western songs on the karaoke machine. 

Later that afternoon, freinds 
of Ronnie Billie from The Clewiston 
Band came and entertained attendees 
with an assortment of Christmas tunes 
including Jose Feliciano’s classic, “I 
want to wish you a Merry Christmas”, 
some Rolling Stones tunes, and more. 

In the late afternoon, atten- 
dees dined on a huge buffet dinner, fol- 
lowed by a cash and gift drawing. 
During the gift drawing, a traditional 
clothing contest took place, featuring 
contests for the best fancy jackets, 
fancy skirts, men’s vests, and young 
girl’s dresses. 

A big thanks and a Merry 
Christmas to John and Louise Billie for 
presenting the Annual Christmas Party, 
horseshoe tournament, clothing contest 
and gift giveaway. Special thanks to 
Mitchell Cypress for sponsoring the 
holiday celebration. 

Tribal citizens enjoyed shar- 
ing Christmas cheer, fellowship, and a 

Paula Cassels lot 0 f f un . 


By Paula Cassels 

BIG CYPRESS — On Dec. 21, John and 
Louise Billie and family hosted a Christmas celebra- 
tion at their home on the Big Cypress Reservation. 
Friends relaxed and enjoyed a warm, early-morning 
breakfast, but soon things would get competitive. 

The celebration featured one of the largest 
horseshoe tournaments in Big Cypress. The competi- 


John and Louise Billie at their home in Big Cypress. 


Hollywood Community Celebrates Christmas 


Alexandra Frank 

Hawaiian Island dance troupe entertaining tribal residents. 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hollywood 
Seniors sure know how to have a good time 
and they proved it during the Seniors 
Christmas Party held at the Hollywood 
Senior Center on Dec. 19. The event got 
started off with Christmas songs and church 
hymns sung by The Masters Touch. 

The group from Oklahoma kept the 
seniors entertained while they ate a buffet 
style lunch. A Hawaiian Island dance troupe 
also performed various dances for the sen- 
iors. The troupe danced to traditional South 
Seas music and even danced to modern 
music, including Elvis Presley’s “Blue 
Hawaii” and other Christmas themed music. 

The seniors enjoyed gift cards from 
the Hollywood representatives as well as 
each others company during the hectic holi- 
day season. 

The entire Hollywood community 
also enjoyed a dinner at the Hollywood gym- 
nasium on Dec. 18. At the dinner, they 
enjoyed a special treat when Paul Buster and 
the Cow Bone Band performed Christmas 
music. The Cat in the Hat made a special 
appearance for the children, and of course, to 
hand Christmas bonuses to all Hollywood 
tribal residents. 

There were door prizes and a spe- 
cial drawing for a Christmas gift that will be 
given out in Jan. to six lucky individuals 
who will soon be much richer! Here’s to a 
Happy New Year. May it be prosperous for 
one and all. 




Alexandra Frank 


The Cat and the Hat came to play at the Hollywood Gym, 
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Seminole Tribe Celebrates with Christmas Party 





By Michael Kelly 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — On 

Friday Dec. 12, tribal citizens from every 
reservation enjoyed a huge Christmas cel- 
ebration, complete with a children’s choir, 
activities for every age group, and fea- 
tured recording artist ’’Boys II Men.” 

Held at the Broward County 
Convention Center in Ft. Lauderdale, 
there were so many people in attendance 
that an extra dozen-plus tables had to be 
set up. 

In the Santa’s Workshop area, 
young children enjoyed face painting, bal- 
loons, and of course, Santa Claus himself. 
Two children asked Santa for a pony, 
while a young girl wanted the ”Lilo and 
Stitch” movie ... on DVD. 

Club Seminole offered teens a 
party atmosphere, complete with a DJ 
spinning the hottest rap and hip-hop 
music. In the lobby area, families or cou- 
ples could get professional photos taken. 

Many people, young and old, 
enjoyed the opportunity to dress up for the 
occasion. 15-year-old James Tiger looked 


dapper in his Seminole jacket. Younger 
children sported red and white outfits. 
Some parents just relaxed and watched 
their children laugh and sing Christmas 
songs. 

Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie 
and Naples Liaison O.B. Osceola did a 
wonderful job emceeing the festive occa- 
sion. Throughout the evening, tribal citi- 
zens and employees registered for dozens 
of raffles. Audience members waited 
eagerly as the two pulled raffle tickets 
from a bowl. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress even 
won a raffle, but returned it to give some 
else a chance. The top prize of the evening 
was a 42 inch Plasma television. 

Chairman Cypress and President 
Moses Osceola, along with other tribal 
representatives, expressed their warm hol- 
iday wishes to everyone in attendance and 
hoped that everyone would be with family 
and friends and be safe. 

For everyone in attendance, it 
was a great way to start the holiday sea- 
son. Merry Christmas. 
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Education ❖ 




By Alexandra Frank 

BIG CYPRESS — Very rarely 
does South Florida ever experience snow, 
much less 2 to 3 feet of snow. However, 
that’s not what the students of the Big 
Cypress Preschool would tell you. And 
why would they say otherwise? 

On Dec. 16 the preschool stu- 
dents had Snow Day. The event gave 
Seminole preschoolers a chance to get 
their noses, toes, and faces frozen. They 
also got a chance to get caught in snow- 
ball fights between preschoolers and 
teachers. 

This was the first year the preschool 


Alexandra Frank 

One preschooler molds snow into a perfect ball, no doubt to 
throw at an unsuspecting victim. 


kids 


had a Snow Day, and believe me, they greatly appre- 
ciated it. 

The 

Ahfachkee Pre-K 
and Kindergarten 
class also attended 
the Snow Day. The 
Ahfachkee High 
School students 
made an appearance 
and became the new 
target of choice for 
some preschool stu- 
dents to throw snow 
balls at. 

No one will forg- 
er Snow Day any 
time soon. Many 
thanks go out to 
Glynnis Bowers for 
helping locate a 
snow making compa- 
ny from Miami, and 
to David Cypress for 
helping make Snow 
Day possible. 


Big Cypress 
Preschool 
Celebrates 
Snow Day 


Alexandra Frank 

Preschoolers frolicking in the snow - a rare treat for Floridians. 


GED Classes Available at 
DSO Beginning Jan. 26 



HOLLYWOOD — Looking to earn your 
GED, but not sure where to start? The Employment 
Assistance and Training department will offer all 
Seminole Community citizens GED classes begin- 
ning Jan. 26 at the Dorothy Scott Osceola (DSO) 
Building (2nd Floor). 

The classes are available 
from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday. For more 
information, please contact the 
Employment Assistance and 
Training department at (954) 
989-6840, prompt 5. 


Attention Seminole 
Students Ages 13 to 1 7: 

The Broward County Library, located on 
3151 Stirling Road in Hollywood, is offering free 
PS AT tests to students. It is vital to practice taking 
these types of tests as many times as you can to 
have a better chance to being admitted to the college 
of your choice. 

To register, call (954) 985-2689, or for 
more information, contact Dora Bell at (954) 233- 
9541. 

Take advantage of this opportunity by brushing on 
your test-taking skills! 

FREE PSAT PRACTICE TEST - Jan. 24 
(10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.), Jan. 29 (5:30 p.m. to 8:30 

pm.) 


unnttun 


Preschool’s New Secretary Bookkeeper 
O'Hara Marcellus Tommie 


By Paula Cassels 

HOLLYWOOD — In 

Marcellus Tommie was hired as 
Secretary Bookkeeper. His 
office is located on the third 
floor of Dorothy Scott 
Osceola building. 

Tommie's duties 
include preparing the payroll 
for all the preschool staffs on 
all reservations, assisting the 
education director and help- 
ing the administrative assis- 
tants when needed. 

O'Hara Tommie's 
nickname is Chino and he is 
the great-grandson of Jack 
and Sally Tommie. Chino 
grew up in Ft. Pierce, FL, 
where he lived with his moth- 
er Jane Tommie Stockton and 
Grandmother Betsy Tommie. 

Later Tommie 
earned two degrees in air- 
conditioning, one from the 
North Technical Education 


July of 2003, O'Hara 
Preschool's new 


Center, in West Palm Beach, and the other from 
Ferris State University in Michigan. 

Tommie attended classes at Tallahassee 

Community College, and 
later moved to Miramar, FL 
to further his education at 
Keiser College in Ft. 
Lauderdale, perusing busi- 
ness and accounting. 

Currently Tommie 
is working on his Bachelors 
degree, and hopes some day 
to work in marketing. 

Away from the 
office Tommie enjoys read- 
ing a good book or partici- 
pating in the Tribal basket- 
ball tournaments. 

O'Hara “Chino” 
Tommie would like to say 
thanks to the Hollywood 
Education department and a 
special thanks to Leona 
Tommie and the rest of the 
preschool staff for their 
continued support. 



Paula Cassels 


O’Hara “Chino” Tommie, a welcomed 
addition to the Hollywood Preschool’s staff. 


Children Cannot Be Successful 
Without the Support of Parents 


By Linda Knee, Pre-K/Kindergarten Education 
Advisor 

HOLLYWOOD — The Pre-K parents who 
attended the Big Cypress Parent Advisory Committee 
meeting requested a newspaper column that would 
offer learning activities for them to do with their chil- 
dren. 

This column is designed to give you informa- 
tion to assist you in preparing your child for pre- 
kindergarten. You can insure your child’s success and 
start him or her down the path of life-long learning. 

A child brings much experience and knowledge 
they learned at home to the first day of school. This 
experience and knowledge, combined with a natural 
curiosity and interest, are the fundamentals of learn- 
ing. The more skills your child has upon entering 
school the easier school will be. 

As a parent, you are your child’s most important 
role model. Now is the time to put into practice the 
belief that education is a life-long process. 

These are suggestions of things that you as the 
parent can do to prepare your child for pre-kinder- 
garten. 

Take time: 

Attitudes develop from an early age. The 
most effective way to encourage learning is by show- 
ing your child that it’s fun and exciting. 

1 . Play games on a regular basis. 

2. Take trips to the zoo, library, and museums to 
show that you are also interested in learning 
more about the world. 

Talk together: 


Children who do not have a large vocabulary 
will have difficulty reading and writing. 

1 . Talk frequently with your child. 

2. Help your child develop his/her vocabulary 
for school. 

3. Encourage your child to express his/her 
feelings and ideas. 

4. Respond with interest and excitement in 
learning new things. 

5. Use specific praise for correct answers. 

6. Talking together with an adult heightens a 
child’s self-esteem. 

Reading preparation: 

1 . Read aloud to your child three times a week. 

2. Talk about what you’ve read. 

3. Start with a simple book that has no more 
than a few words on each page and pictures 
that go with the words. 

4. Have your child retell the story for the book 
in his/her own words. 

5. Ask questions to insure he/she understands 
what took place in the story. 

6. Select books that will engage his/her 
interest. 

Promote understanding: 

Teaching is a mixture of failures and suc- 
cesses. Your child will learn to accept success and 
failure by observing how you respond to your own 
successes and failures. Remaining positive when 
meeting challenges teaches appropriate coping skills 
for learning life. 
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Family Services 



Mabel Jim: Walk more eat less. 


What’s Your 
Goal for 2004? 

Here are some ideas from Family 
Services Department. Which ones will work for 
you? 


Appreciate what I have every day. 

See more movies. 

Pray daily. 

Keep a journal. 

Identify the 10 happiest moments in my life. 
Elicit honest feedback from my co-workers. 
Take stock of my life and where I’m going. 
Write down what I’ve learned from setbacks. 
Get my GED and apply to college. 

Get along better with others. 

Eat dinner at my parents’ once a week. 
Reestablish communication with my father. 
Make more friends. 

Never sweat the small stuff. 

Prioritize building a relationship. 

Find the humor in adversity. 

Seize the day. 

Spend more time with children and the elderly. 
Laugh more. 

Reduce stress in my life. 

Make time to listen to music. 

Like who I am. 

Instill self-worth in my children. 



Teach my kids to resist peer pressure. 

Be myself, and not who somebody else wants 
me to be. 

Project an image of confidence. 
Become comfortable making decisions on my 
own. 

Learn CPR. 

Travel across country. 

Take my daughter horseback riding. 
Watch the sunset. 

Remember to enjoy what I have. 

Ride a roller coaster once a year until I’m 65. 
Take pleasure in life’s simple things. 
Apologize. 

Never lie. 

Help complete strangers when they need it. 

Remain humble and forever teachable. 
Find my limits, and then go beyond them. 
Try things even though I might not succeed. 
Go bungee jumping. 

Write my doubts down. 

Set four short term goals for this month. 
Discover my hidden dreams 
and turn them into goals. 

Start taking ballet lessons. 

Identify my biggest dream, 
and take it by the horns. 



Marisol Garcia: I need to stop smoking. 


nnnutttt 


Family Services Department Reaching Out to Community 


SEMINOLE RESERVATIONS — This year, the Family Services 
Department came up with its own New Years resolution by setting up a 
booth on dividend day to connect with the community. 

You may have seen our booth on Jan. 5 where you could make a 
New Years resolution, learn about setting goals, or just get more information 
about the services we provide. 

Each month on Dividend Day, Family Services will have a booth 
geared toward prevention and community education. The Family Services 
staff looks forward to seeing more community members at their booth each 
month. 

Stop by next month for some information or just a visit with the 
Family Services staff. 


Tampa Family Services 


TAMPA — The Tampa 
Family Services Department wel- 
comed tribal citizens into the New 
Year by disseminating and dis- 
cussing several useful tips for stay- 
ing on track with New Year’s resolu- 
tions. 

Some specific keys for suc- 
cess include being realistic, setting 
specific goals, and sticking with 
them! Other tips include, partnering 
with a friend or family member with 


similar goals, and avoiding situa- 
tions that may tempt you to break 
your resolution. 

Although following our 
New Year’s resolutions may be diffi- 
cult at times, these tips offer a sensi- 
ble approach to making personal 
changes happen in 2004. 

Good luck with your indi- 
vidual resolutions and have a happy 
and safe New Year. 

Tom - Tampa FSD. 


Brighton Family Services 



Counselor Kay Begin, Site Supervisor Tony Bullington and Counselor 
Harold Baxley. 


BRIGHTON — The 

Family Services Department at 
Brighton kicked off the New Year by 
having a resource table available for 
community members during divi- 
dend day. 

The staff set up the table in 
the parking lot of the field office, 
and provided cold drinks and hand- 
outs for those who came by for a 
visit. The theme for this month was 
“7 Tips for Staying on Track with 


Resolutions.” 

The staff provided a hand- 
out with detailed information about 
seven tips for keeping resolutions 
and being successful in the New 
Year. Tony Bullington, Site 
Supervisor was also pleased to intro- 
duce Kay Begin, a new counselor to 
the community members. Harold 
Baxley was also available to meet 
and serve the community members. 


Immokalee Family Services 


Billie Napper and Laura 
Heritier of the Immokalee ’s Family 
Services Department offered tips and 
strategies for making those dreaded 
New Year’s resolutions at dividend 
day. 

They didn’t have much 
room for a booth, but instead they 
put up a table outside in the beauti- 
ful weather. Many tribal citizens 
expressed interest in the handouts, 
and there were also some humorous 
remarks about making resolutions 


and keeping them (or not!). 

About 50 tribal citizens 
drank soft drinks and bottled water 
in the morning, while several others 
had drinks later in the day. It seems 
that almost half of us want to lose 
some weight this year. However, in 
Immokalee, the cookies, chocolates 
and candies were plentiful at the 
field office, and none of us could 
resist! Greetings from Billie & Laura 
and a happy new year to all! 


Hollywood Family Services 



Counselor Mary Olitzky, Counselor Mark Lichtenberg . 


HOLLYWOOD — The 

Hollywood Family Services Department 
welcomed the New Year by setting up a 
booth at the Jan. 5 dividend day. The 
booth theme was how individuals can 
make healthy goals for the new year. 

Tribal citizens were encouraged 
to write down their resolutions or to talk 
with a counselor at the booth on how to 
come up with healthy goals. Counselors 
were also available to answer any ques- 
tions about the services provided by the 


Family Services Department. Many tribal 
citizens participated in the activity and 
sampled some healthy fruit bars. 

Each month, Family Services 
will set up a booth with a different theme 
about prevention and community educa- 
tion. The staff is looking forward to see- 
ing more community members each 
month at their booth. 

Stop by next month for some 
information or enjoy a snack with the 
Family Services staff. 



Adminstrative Assistant Marjorie Halstead, Secretary Marisol Garcia. 


Big Cypress Family Services 


The Big Cypress Family Services 
Department dividend day display was a 
huge success. The presentation was a fun 
and rewarding learning experience for our 
staff and community. It was great every- 
one back from the holiday break and 
ready to take on the New Year our topic 
was fitting. 

The community response was 
warm and welcoming of our top 12 New 
Year’s Resolutions: Compliment more 
Criticize less, Drink more water and less 
of other things, Stop smoking or quit, Do 
something nice for yourself everyday, Eat 


less sweets and more fruits and vegeta- 
bles, Watch less TV and exercise more, 

Get rid of stress, Make new Friends, 

Spend more time with family, Clean 
house, Spend less money, and Be open- 
minded. 

Noella O’Donnell started the ball 
rolling by posting flyers (made by Marisol 
Garcia) depicting the top 12 resolutions 
for 2004. Our family service in-house 
artist, Linda Fleischman, painted each 
person’s resolution onto T-shirts provided 
by Family Services Department. 


Tips for Keeping Your New Year ’s Resolutions 


Well here it is again, that special time of the year when many of us 
like to make what’s called New Year’s Resolutions. 

You know 
the drill, quit smok- 
ing for three days 
only to start back, 
attempt to lose 
weight only to find 
yourself at an all- 
you-can eat buffet 
the very next day, or 
how about my per- 
sonal favorite - the 
plan to get out and 
exercise more 
accompanied by the 
buying of more 
work out equipment 
than can be found at 
Warriors Gym — 
only to become the 
number one couch 
potato of the year. 

Sounds 

pretty dismal does- 
n’t it? Well, if 
you’re ready to give 
up on failure and 
start to realize some 
personal goals this 
year, here’s a quick 
Top 10 List of 
things to keep in 
mind to help you 
succeed in 2004. 

A personal 
goal is just that. . . 
personal. It’s yours. 

Make your goals 
something you truly 
desire to accom- 
plish for you, and 
not because some- 
one else thinks you should. 

Set specific goals - Have a step-by-step plan for how to achieve your 

goals. 

Be realistic. Don’t confuse reasonable with realistic. Reasonable 



Resolutions ideas posted at the Big Cypress Family Services office. 


means it makes sense, realistic means it is likely to happen. 

Pace Yourself. The number one reason why we often fail to meeting 

goals is because we try to 
do too much too soon. 

When we don’t see immedi- 
ate results or when the 
effort seems too difficult, 
we get discouraged and 
quit. 

Think Success! When you 
believe in yourself from the 
start, the biggest battle is 
already won. 

Write down your goals. 
Committing them to paper 
solidifies them and makes 
them more real. Also, place 
your written goals where 
you can see them often, 
which will help you remem- 
ber what you want and need 
to be doing. 

Record your 

successes/accomplishment 
in a journal. There’s nothing 
more encouraging than see- 
ing the actual results. 

Be consistent. The num- 
ber two reason we often fail 
is because we procrastinate. 
When changing habits or 
life styles, remember how 
much time went into devel- 
oping that which you want 
to change. Realize that it 
takes 30 days for a change 
in behavior to become a 
habit, and six months for a 
habit to become a natural 
part of your personality. 

Never give up! If you suf- 
fer a set back, it’s not over. 
Failure comes when you 


stop . . . not when you stumble. 

Don’t hesitate to ask for help when you need it. 

Happy New Year from the Family Services Department. 
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Nery Mejicano 


Seminole Indians battle U.S. Army at the 6th Annual Kissimmee Slough Shootout reenactment. 


Seminoles Defeat Government Troops 
at Kissimmee Slough Shootout 


By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — Under a rainy 
and cloudy sky, surrounded by cypress trees 
and swamps, and after a fast and furious bat- 
tle, a band of Seminoles defeated a well 
armed company of the U.S. Army, along 
with some irregular volunteer troops. 

Under the smoke of loud cannon 
vollies and the smell of black powder, the 
crowd watched as a skillful and brave troop 
of Seminoles fought to defend their land and 


defeated the invading army. 

This battle was part of the 6th 
Annual Kissimmee Slough Shootout & 
Rendevous held at the Big Cypress 
Reservation on Jan. 30 - Feb. l.The rain did 
not dampen the spirit of the participants and 
visitors and the crowd enjoyed the food, 
crafts and activities offered by this annual 
event. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and the 


President Moses Osceola, welcomed the vis- 
itors to this historic re-creation. Billie 
Cypress, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Executive 
Director narrated the action at the battle site. 
Brian Zepeda, who organized and planned 
this event, also participated in this colorful 
re-creation. 

According to Cypress, this battle is 
based not on one particular fight between 

See SHOOTOUT, page 20 


New Motocross Track for Younger Riders Opens 



By Mark Beamer 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Tribe Motocross has just 
opened a three-eights of a mile track specifically designed for begin- 
ning or younger Pee Wee motorcy- 
cle and Quad riders ages three 
through nine. The Seminole Tribe 
Motocross is one of few riding 
facilities to have a course specifical- 
ly for Pee Wee riders. 

The young riders and their 
parents will enjoy having a chal- 
lenging, yet safe, track all to them- 
selves, complete with jumps, cor- 
ners, sweeping corners, and 
straights. Protective riding gear, 
including a helmet, goggles, boots 
(over the ankle), long sleeve shirt, 
and long pants are required. 

Additionally, the Seminole 
Tribe Motocross Park recommends 
riders wear motorcycle- specific pro- 
tective riding gear, including a chest 
protector, knee guards, elbow 
guards, and helmets with 
Department of Transportation or 
Snell approval. 

Parents are asked to super- 


vise their riders at all times. The cost for rider's age six and up is $20 
and riders five and younger is only $10. Regular general admission for 
non riders is $3. 

Riders of all ages and 
skill levels have been heading out 
to this incredible new riding facili- 
ty in order to ride what is the 
motorcycle community calls one 
of the most state-of-the-art 
motocross riding facilities ever. 

"We want everyone to be 
able to enjoy themselves and leave 
here with a big smile on their 
faces, so we are building different 
tracks to suit each and every 
need,” said Jack Gorton, Track 
Director. “We had 150 riders here 
last Sunday and we haven't even 
begun to promote this yet.” 

The Seminole Tribe 
Motocross is currently open for 
practice on every Saturday and 
Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., and 
every Thursday, 12:00 p.m. until 
dark. 

For more information, 
please call (863) 983-1908. 


Mark Beamer 

Learning to ride at an early age, youngsters are excited about the 
new mini-track. 


Vivian Villarreal Speaks to Ahfachkee Students 



By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — On Wednesday Jan 14., Vivian Villarreal, 
the sixth rated woman billiards player in the world, was a guest speaker 
at Ahfachkee School in 
Big Cypress. Students 
from grades 5-12 lis- 
tened with interest to 
her success story. 

Villarreal 

placed emphasis on 
motivation, hard work, 
practice and hope in 
achieving success. She 
shared with the stu- 
dents that everyone is 
gifted, but it takes work 
and practice to accom- 
plish one’s goals and 
aspirations. 

She said she 
practices between two 
and four hours a day 
when she is not com- 
peting. Villarreal has 
been playing pool since 
age eight, learning 
while helping her 
grandmother, who ran a 

small business with „ , , 7 . . T7<11 , 

pool tables Professional billards player Vivian Villarreal 


For the last 13 years, Villarreal has always ranked within the 
top 10 players in the world. For some time she ranked first, and she 
expects to get there again one. 

Villarreal 

believes that anyone 
can accomplish their 
dreams, and that belief 
in one’s self and direct- 
ed effort can lead to 
success. She also 
expressed her gratitude 
to the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida for believing 
in her, and for their 
support as a sponsor. 
Some of the tournament 
games are broadcasted 
on ESPN, and she says 
she is proud to repre- 
sent the Seminole Tribe. 

Villarreal will 
be part of the first 
Women’s Professional 
Billiards Association 
being held at the new 
Seminole Hotel and 
Casino in Sept, of this 
year and encouraged 
J the students to partici- 

pate in sports. 


and Principal Lee Zepeda. 


Rez Rally Draws Families 
Committed to Fitness 



Susan Etxebarria 


More than 700 participants turned out for the 4th Annual Rez Rally. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Sharing in the excitement of the intense, yet 

friendly, competition at the Fourth Annual Reservation Rally, a walking 

and running race to promote diabetes awareness. 

One tribal elder’s motivation to participate was not the prize 

money or a free pair of Nike® shoes for her completion of the course. 

Brighton resident Agnes Jumper maneuvered her wheelchair along the 3.1 

mile course with one purpose in mind. 

“I do this for diabetes,” she said after being the first to cross the 

finish line in the wheelchair category. “I lost a leg about 1 0 years ago and 

I hope more young people get more education. I hope they learn about 

diabetes.” c dattv/ 

See RALLY, page 14 


Flairs Squad Takes Home 
First Place in Competition 


By Alexandra Frank 

COOPER CITY, 

FL — Cindi Adair, a young 
tribal citizen from the 
Hollywood Reservation, 
competed in the Jr. Orange 
Bowl 2004 gymnastics event. 
Cindy, along with other 
teammates representing 
Flairs, placed first. She com- 
peted in four events, showing 
strength, dexterity, and bal- 
ance. 

Flairs were squad A 
and they performed on the 
vault, uneven bars, balance 
beam, and floor. They are a 
Level 3 Junior, and they real- 
ly know how to perform 
their exercises without hesi- 
tation or any signs of shy- 
ness. 

Adair is very strong 
in the beam, vault and floor 
exercises and conveys what a 
hard worker she is by com- 
pleting every move with a 
touch of flair. The awards 

See FLAIRS, page 2 



Alexandra Frank 

Cindi Adair shows off her Achievement 
Awards. 


Joe DiMaggio Children’s 
Hospital Receives Sun 
Run Donations 



Nary Mejicano 

Checks totalling $513,275 were presented to Joe DiMaggio Children’s 
Hospital and the South Florida Harley Owners Group. 


By Nery Mejicano 

HOLLYWOOD — On Sunday, Jan. 11, the James Jr. Fund at 
Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital received a check for $481,000 dollars 
from the donations collected at the 1 6th Annual Christmas Toys in the Sun 
Run, a motorcycle ride to raise money for children. 

In addition, a check for $32,275 dollars was donated by the South 
Florida Harley Owners Group members, bringing the total to more than 
$500,000 dollars. The Seminole Tribe was one of the sponsors of this 
event and received a plaque in recognition of its contribution to this noble 
clause. 

Hollywood Representative Max Osceola Jr. was not able to attend 
the event, but Nery Mejicano accepted the plaque on behalf of the tribe. 
The crowd cheered as Bob Armchir presented the checks to the hospital. 

The Christmas Toys in the Sun Run is the largest event of its kind 
in the world attracting more than 35,000 riders annually. 
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Virginia Mitchell 

Numpagalaale laknalon • Flowers are yellow 


Reverend Jack Henry Motlow 

F rom the children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren of Reverend Jack 
Henry Motlow, Trail Indian Independent Baptist Church of Collier County 



For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoev- 
er believeth in him 
should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 
John 3:16 

We would like 
to take this opportunity 
to thank all individuals 
and parties involved in 
helping and praying for 
our father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather 
along the path of his life 
on this earth. He was a 
man of conviction to 
God first, and every- 
thing else came after. 

Those who 
continued to pray and 
assist the family after 
Jack’s passing and jour- 
ney to heaven are owed 
a great deal of gratitude. 
The Church, the service, 
words spoken, spiritual 
nourishment and stead- 
fastness to God were a 
true depiction of what 
he stood for and would 
have expected. 

Our thanks and 
prayers go out to all 
family, friends, loved 
ones and Tribal Officials 
for all the support 
afforded to the family. 


Seminole Tribune archive photo 

Reverend Henry Jack Motlow 


May God Bless You, 
The Motlow Family 
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❖ Flairs 

Continued from page 1 

ceremony was held soon after the routines 
were completed showed well-disciplined 
young ladies as they awaited the results 
of first, second, third, and fourth place. 

Each team member out of the 
four squads was given a personal medal 
and gift bag for competing in the compe- 
tition. It was finally time to announce the 
winners and everyone in the room tensed 
up with anticipation. 

The first three places announced 
were meet with enthused applause, but 
when it came to announcing first place, 
the room erupted in noise that signified 
that Flairs and Cats of Jupiter were the 
favorites of the competition. 

Adair plans on competing in 
future events throughout the year and 
hopefully for as long as she wants in the 
coming years. Right now, this petite 11- 
year-old Seminole citizen is setting 
records and reaping the rewards of her 
hard work and talent. 



Alexandra Frank 


Cindi Adair (second from right) celebrates a team victory. 


Youngsters Flip Their Way To Victory 


By Shelley Marmor 

COOPER CITY, FL — On 

Saturday Jan. 17, six Seminole girls par- 
ticipated in the Level 2 portion of the Jr. 
Orange Bowl 2004, a gymnastics compe- 
tition held at Park Avenue Gymnastics in 
Cooper City, Fla. They competed in four 
events: Vault, uneven bars, balance beam, 
and floor, which are the typical events of 
any compulsory gymnastics competition. 

Competitors included: Leah Cox, 
Raevin Frank, Anissa Osceola, and 
Katelyn Young, from the Level 2 
Children’s group, for competitors ages 
eight and younger. Anahna Sirota, and 
Tianna Young from the Level 2 Juniors 
group, ages eight and older. 

The Flairs B squad placed fourth 
overall at the competition. The A squad 
placed second with a score of 109.5, only 
1.925 points behind the winners from the 
On Your Toes Gymnastics & Dance 


Center in Miami, FL. 

Raevin Frank received a nine out 
of 10 or better on three of the four events. 
She scored the highest out all the girls of 
her entire group with 36.15 out of 40 
points overall. Each other girl scored an 
8.5 or better on two out of four events. 
Anahna Sirota scored the highest of all 
the girls on a single event with a 9.15 on 
the balance beam. 

Following their competition, one 
of their coaches Randy Walters, said the 
girls “had a strong, strong competition.” 

All the girls have trained at 
Flairs Gymnastics in Davie, FL with 
coaches Sibylle and Randy Walters, and 
Lauren Petrick. 

“Most of them started gymnas- 
tics last year,” said Randy Walters. “They 
continuously train until competition.” 

When Walters says the girls 
trained continuously, he was not kidding. 


The Level 2 girls train between three and 
five days per week at two hour practices. 

Vault: 1. Raevin Frank, 9.125; 2. 
Anahna Sirota, 9.075; 3. Tianna Young, 
8.8; 4. Leah Cox, 8.775; 5. Anissa 
Osceola, 8.6; 6. Katelyn Young, 8.575. 

Uneven Bars: 1. Raevin Frank, 
9.225; 2. Leah Cox, 8.8; 3. Anissa 
Osceola and Katelyn Young, 8.5; 5. 
Anahna Young, 8.45; 6. Tianna Young, 

8.05. 

Balance Beam: 1. Anahna 
Sirota, 9.15; 2. Leah Cox, 9.05; 3. Tianna 
Young, 8.75; 4. Raevin Frank, 8.65; 5. 
Katelyn Young, 8.0; 6. Anissa Osceola, 

7.6. 

Floor: 1. Raevin Frank, 9.15; 2. 
Leah Cox, 9.05; 3. Tianna Young, 8.85; 4. 
Anahna Sirota, 8.75; 5. Anissa Osceola, 
8.7; 6. Katelyn Young, 8.15. 


Letters & E-mail 


6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 • tribune@semtribe.com 


Greetings to You! 

My name is Sue Marie Stevens, a 
retired teacher out here in Phoenix, AZ 
and a member of the San Carlos Apache 
Tribe in Arizona. 

I am very much interested in pur- 
chasing a long lady’s skirt - coming down 
to about ankle level in the beautiful 
Seminole style. I tried to get into your 
Marketplace, but I decided to send an e- 
mail letter to you with my inquiry. 

I have never been to Florida, but 
when I do get there, I plan to visit your 
area, meet Seminole people and just see 
the wonderful sites! 

I would appreciate any assistance 
that you can send me as to how to send 
for one or two of your beautiful skirts - 
we don’t see any out here at all! If you 
have any catalogs with Seminole items for 
sale, I would love a copy. 

Thank you so very much for any 
help you can give me! 

Sincerely, 

Sue Marie Stevens 

sudie@fastq.com 

Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Hello Sue , 

Thank you for your interest in 
an authentic Seminole patchwork skirt 
All of our skirts are made to order. If you 
are not comfortable ordering online, I 
would be happy to help you over the 
phone. 

Please visit us when you are in 
Florida. Call ahead of time to make your 
reservation at Billie Swamp Safari, or 
the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. I’m sure 
it will be worth the trip. 

Melissa Sherman 

Communications Department 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Albert Wesley Brewer and I, 
Matthew Bruce Aschliman, wish to honor 
you with our respect. We, being citizens 
of the U.S., wish to give your tribe the 
utmost respect and honor. Both Albert and 
I are middle-age white men, although 
Albert has Native American ancestry. 

I was just made aware of your 
history against the U.S. insofar as your 
fight to maintain your tribe’s existence. As 
I understand, your tribe did not ever sur- 
render to the U.S., or sign any treaty to 
make peace with your aggressors. 

The strength your forefathers 
exhibited, and as I know you still do, is 
true to the foundations of what I have 
considered the epitome of life in the U.S., 
your tribe did not surrender. Your tribe 
did, and has not succumbed to the pres- 
sures of another government that has 
wrongfully oppressed your people. For 
this, we respect and honor you. 

I have given my heart to a 
woman of the Hupa Tribe of Northern 
California. Through her struggles, I have 
appreciated the plight of her ancestors. 
And though this appreciation of her her- 
itage, I have also gained much respect for 
the tribes that were living in harmony 
before others arrived. We admire your 
tribe’s courage and perseverance. 

While serving the U.S. in the 
Navy aboard the USS Belleau-Wood 
LHA-3 in 1993, Albert met one of the 
members of your tribe. 

He was deeply impressed with 
your tribe’s history. Albert, although of a 
higher rank, gave this individual a formal 
salute multiple times, to the amazement of 
his fellow officers. We wish to impress 
upon your tribe that we are grateful that 
your culture lives on. Both of us wish to 
impress upon you our great respect and 
admiration. 

Albert Wesley Brewer and 

Matthew Bruce Aschliman 


Dear Editor, 

Our nephew Carlo W. Baker, Jr. 
is missing and was last seen in Haines, FL 
in 2000. He is a member of the 
Winnebago Tribe in Nebraska. If you 
have any information, please contact 
Carol Luna at (402) 878-3137. The 
address is: PO Box 687, Winnebago, NE 
68071. 

Carol Luna 

Winnebago, NE 

Dear Editor, 

I just returned home to Tennessee 
from vacationing in South Florida. During 
my visit I went to the Big Cypress 
Seminole Indian Reservation. I really 
enjoyed the museum and Billie Swamp 
Safari. Both facilities had a wealth of 
information. 

I hope to see the reservation 
expand its tourism development on the 
reservation. A motel/hotel would be nice 
for those who are not brave enough to 
sleep out at one of the chickees along the 
glades at Billie Swamps. 

A public citrus stand would be 
great since I was in the market for some 
citrus fruit to bring home with me. I 
would have rather supported the Seminole 
community in my purchases of fruit. I am 
very happy for the Seminole Tribe and 
wish the tribe all the best in their endeav- 
ors and expansion. 

I hope to be able to come back 
some day. It was a very pleasant fun expe- 
rience visiting the reservation. I respect 
the Seminole Tribe for its conquests and 
continuing conquests. 

Jinae 

Dear Editor, 

I am a bom and raised Floridian. 
My grandfather, Joseph W. Young, is the 
founder of Hollywood, FL. I went to 
South Broward High and Miramar High 
Schools. I am incarcerated at Lowell 
Correctional Institution, Annex 
P.O.Boxl47, J4/4104L Lowell, and FL. 
32663. 

I am looking for Indians to write 
to. I am very homesick. I know Jimmy 
Hank “The Tank” Osceola, also some of 
the Tommies, Billies, and Osceolas. 

Maybe they don’t remember me anymore, 
but I would like to write to people that are 
interested in tribal stories, folklore, and 
the Seminole Wars, also Christians and 
spiritual people. 

Please write, especially “The 
Tank.” I am also an artist and writer. I 
would like a subscription to Southwest 
Art, Wildlife Art, and Western Art 
Magazines. My father told me that great- 
great-grandfather was married to a 
Blackfoot or a coastal tribe member in the 
Washington - Seattle area, he was a whal- 
ing captain. I would like to research this 
just to know the tmth. Also, I would like a 
subscription to The Seminole Tribune. 

I would like to offer art and arti- 
cles. Also, I am looking for a subscription 
application to Southwest Art, Wildlife Art, 
and Western Cowboy art magazines so I 
can get a one-year subscription to each. It 
is so important to me. My friend Mrs. 
Doctor told me that those magazines were 
in your office waiting room. Please send 
them subscriptions. 

May God hold you in the palm 
of his hand, 

Pat Hale #0153942 

J4/4104L 

Lowell Correctional Institution 

Annex 

P.O. Box 147 

Lowell, FL. 32263 

Dear Editor, 

I have never been to your casino, 


but plan on coming soon. Can you answer 
my questions on playing your slots? I am 
a novice and want to come prepared, if 
need be. 

Do your slots take tokens that 
you provide? Or do your slots take money 
directly? 

If your slots take money directly, 
do you provide coin change, or should I 
come with coin change? 

On that issue, does the majority 
of your slots take only dollars or do they 
also taken quarters, and lesser coins? 

I don’t mean to badger you with 
questions, but I don’t want to be disap- 
pointed when I arrive and find that I need- 
ed to bring the right change. I appreciate 
your help. 

Sincerely, 

Vivian 

Pembroke Pines 

We don r t have slots but rather 
TAD f s. They look and play like slot 
machines and have the same titles as in 
Las Vegas and New Jersey. The differ- 
ence is the winner is determined by the 
outcome of a bingo game as displayed on 
the screen along with the reels. No coins 
are utilized; it's paper money in, paper 
ticket out. Either play the ticket in anoth- 
er machine or cash the winning tickets 
out at the cage or through a TAD atten- 
dant. 

Edward Jenkins - Director of 
Gaming/Compliance and Regulations 

Dear Editor, 

I am trying to locate the schedule 
for Bingo at you Tampa facility. Could 
you please send me the web address to go 
to or a schedule? 

Thank you 

kpacoangel@aol.com 

Unfortunately no on line sched- 
ules exist. If you could e-mail me a mail- 
ing address I will gladly have someone 
send programs to you. 

John Fontana 

General Manager, Tampa Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino 


Corrections 



Jan. 16 Issue 

• Frank J. Billie was incorrectly 
identified as Henry John Billie in a photo 
caption. This photo accompanied the 
story “Big Cypress Seniors Celebrate 
Christmas,” on page 12. 

• In the story titled “Big Cypress 
Seniors Celebrate Christmas” on page 12, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress was incor- 
rectly identified as the sponsor of this 
event. President Moses Osceola spon- 
sored this event. 

• In the story titled “The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s First Annual 
Toy Drive” on page 1 , boxer Michael 
Moorer’s name was misspelled as 
Michael Moore. 
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Paula Cassels 


Party goers enjoy a delicious meal catered by Cleve Baker before the concert. 


Steven Bowers Celebrates Double Nickels 



By Paula Cassels 

HOLLYWOOD — On Jan. 17, Steven 
Bowers celebrated his 55th birthday. Bowers, who is 
Seminole and 
Creek Indian, 
resides on one of 
the oldest sections 
of the Hollywood 
Reservation. 

“As of 

today, I’m legally 
considered a senior 
citizen,” Bowers 
said. “I am looking 
forward to senior 
life and receiving 
senior benefits.” 

His birth- 
day dinner and 
party were held 
under the beautiful 
oak trees on the 
side of his home. 

After eating a buf- 
fet dinner catered 

by Cleve Baker, 

Bowers received 

presents from friends and relatives. 

In the back yard, Bowers’ good friend 


Scott Youngblood, Steven Bowers, and Trish Otterbach. 


Chucky Osceola made him a 12-foot by 12-foot, 16- 
foot high cooking chickee for his birthday. 

“Steven and I have been good friends for a 
long time, more than 
twenty years,” Osceola 
said. “This is my birth- 
day present to him.” 

Later, Steven 
posed for lots of group 
photos with family and 
friends; candid shots 
were also taken. When it 
got dark, and Steven 
announced, “Let the 
good times begin.” 

The Silver 

Wings Band, a popular 
three piece band that 
plays at the local pubs 
and bars in South 
Florida, provided the 
entertainment. Attendees 
enjoyed joking, dancing 
and laughing with Steven 
as everyone had a great 
time. 

Bowers is look- 
ing forward to enjoying the prime side of life - with 
friends and family. 


Paula Cassels 


Big Cypress Family Roller Dance 



Nery Mejicano 

Waiting patiently for his turn. 


By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — On Saturday, Jan. 24, the Big 
Cypress Recreation Department had a family roller dance at 
the Herman Osceola Gymnasium. This was a first of a 
monthly series of “Cool Events for the Entire Family” spon- 
sored by the Recreation Department. 

The gym was transformed into a roller rink, togeth- Ner y Mejicano 

er with colored lights, music and a live DJ. In addition, there Let’s roll! 

was face painting, contests and prizes for those attending and 

refreshments and food. The kids and parents had a great time 
and hope to continue to see more of these events. 

Programs such as these help provide healthy structured and supervised alternatives to families and 
their children closer to home. For example, the closest roller rink is 65 miles away from Big Cypress residents. 
Bringing activities to the Big Cypress Reservation is welcome and enjoyed by all. Thanks to Stan and his staff 
for the terrific job. 



Seminole Tribune archive photo 

Participants from the Flute Retreat at Billie Swamp Safari in 2000. 


4th Annual Florida Flute Retreat 
Coming Soon at Billie Swamp Safari 


BIG CYPRESS — Come and join us at 
Billie Swamp Safari on the Big Cypress reservation 
and make your own flute under the expert instruction 
of Sonny Nevaquaya, master flutist. 

Andrew Begay will also teach wood burn- 
ing, and how to carve designs on your flute. Bebi 
Lowe will return for beadwork classes as well. 


The Flute Retreat will take place Feb. 17 - 
20, however instruction runs from Feb. 18-20. 
Accommodations are available for people wanting to 
stay overnight at Billie Swamp Safari. 

For more information, please contact 
Christine at (954) 322-6196, or Mary J. Coppedge at 
the Big Cypress Culture Department. 


Baby Shower Held for Employee 


By Melissa Sherman 

HOLLYWOOD — The stork has once 
again circled around the Hollywood Tribal Offices. 
The notorious bird is ready to deliver another bun- 
dle of joy to Belinda Fernandez, Benefits 
Coordinator in the Human Resource Department. 

On Thursday, Jan. 22, the Tribal Council 
threw a baby shower for the expecting mom. 
Hostesses Jennifer Keefe and Cecelia “Tina” Bailey 
organized the event at the old Hotmeals building. 

Inside, Keefe and Bailey transformed the 
old building, garnishing it with balloons and confet- 
ti and “Welcome Baby Boy” signs. Keefe showed 
off her many talents with party favor diapers she 
made from paper towels and wax. Keefe also 
stuffed the favors with M&M’s®; they were the hit 
of the party. 

More than 30 tribal citizens and employees 
attended the celebration with gifts in hand, from 
diapers to diaper pails, blue bibs and blankets, even 
a stroller, purchased for her as a group gift. 

As the shower came to an end, Fernandez 
gracefully thanked everyone who attended, and also 
thanked the Tribal Council for all of their generosi- 
ty- 

Fernandez has worked for the tribe for 
three years now. She is already a mom of two girls, 
12-year-old Gina and 9-year-old Sharlene, and very 
excited for her third child. 


X N ? 



Melissa Sherman 


Belinda Fernandez admires a hand crafted photo 
album from Anthony and Valerie Frank. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

TRIENNIAL REVIEW OF SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA WATER QUALITY STAN- 
DARDS AT THE 

SEMINOLE WATER COMMISSION MEETING 

February 17, 2004 
10:00 a.m. 

Big Cypress Family Investment Center 
Water Resource Management Department Conference Room 

The Water Resource Management Department has scheduled a public meeting for discussion of sur- 
face water quality criteria established to protect designated uses of those surface waters for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. Comment on proposed or existing criteria is desired. Oral and written 
comments will be accepted. For further information, please contact the WRMD at (954) 967-3402. 


Gift Certificate Giveaway 

Preferred-Ultimate Travel & 

Entertainment, a Miami, FL company that 
sells vouchers for entertainment events, will 
be selecting people at random from stories in 
The Seminole Tribune and sending them $50 
gift certificates. These certificates can be used 
for most theatre, music, and sporting events 
held in South Florida. 

The winners they selected from the 
last issue of the paper are Mitchell Osceola 
and O’Hara Marcellus Tommie. 

Congratulations to the winners, and remem- 
ber to check back in the next issue to see who 
they selected. 

For more information about 
Preferred-Ultimate Travel & Entertainment 
please call them at (305) 445-6566, or visit 
http://www.preferredultimate.com. Mitchell Osceola O’Hara Marcellus Tommie 
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Council Appoints Sayen, Tiger to 
Tribal Secretary, Tribal Treasurer 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLYLWOOD — On Friday Jan. 16, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Tribal Council met for a 
regular meeting. All representatives and liaisons were 
present, with the exception of O.B. Osceola, Naples 
Liaison. 

Ken Fields asked the Council to withdraw 
one of the items tabled from the Dec. 2003 meeting, 
and they accepted. All items on their agenda, includ- 
ing five items tabled from the Dec. 2003 meeting, 
passed unanimously. 

In addition, the Council announced their 


appointments to two key positions, Tribal Secretary 
and Tribal Treasurer. Former Tribal 
Secretary/Treasurer Priscilla D. Sayen will now be 
Tribal Secretary and Mike Tiger will be Tribal 
Treasurer. These positions will be effective as of Feb. 
9. 

At the Sept. 29, 2003 Council meeting, the 
members unanimously approved Resolution C-268- 
03, which split the Secretary/Treasurer position. This 
dual position was established in 1957, and according 
to the resolution, splitting it will increase efficiency. 


Board Discusses Mad Cow, 
Citrus at Recent Meeting 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On Jan. 20, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. held a Board meeting 
at the main Tribal Office auditorium, discussing the 
various programs and enterprises. 

Don Robertson, Natural Resources Director 
for the Agricultural/Cattle Company, reported that 
despite the fears of Mad Cow disease, the Seminole 
Tribe has not been affected. 

Polly Hayes, 4H Coordinator, plans on set- 
ting up sewing, cooking, and other programs with the 
Culture Department. Hayes asked Tribal leaders and 
community members for their continued support. 

“Anything we can do to help,” replied 
President Moses Osceola. 

Timmy Johns, Citrus Groves Manager, stat- 
ed that the market is tough right now. 

“Many lemons are imported from Argentina, 
Spain, and Chile and their prices are very low” said 
Johns. “Our lemons are sold mostly along the eastern 


seaboard of the U.S., while 60% are sold right here in 
Florida.” 

The sugarcane business continues to excel 
under James Tommie, Sugarcane Manager. He is con- 
fident about this years’ harvest, and the operation as a 
whole. 

Buster Baxley, General Manager of the 
Okalee Village and Museum, is discussing the new 
design layout and would like to push the opening 
date up to mid- July 2004 as opposed to Sept. Baxley 
is involved in the design process, which will include 
a 750 seat amphitheatre. 

Some of the resolutions that passed includ- 
ed: an approval of sponsorship for Five Star 
Championship Rodeo and Five Star Championship 
Rodeo for Youth, approval to enter into negotiations 
for the purchase of a RV park, and approval to enter 
into negotiations for the purchase of Beck’s Service 
Station and Convenience Store in Brighton. 


Tribal Council and Board Meetings Go Wireless 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida continues to embrace new technologies as 
both Council and Board representatives can now uti- 
lize wireless laptop computers during their meetings. 

Among the benefits of using computers is 
that each individual representative can follow the 
meeting’s agenda on their own personal computer. 

“All paperwork for the meeting is scanned 
by Tribal Clerk Holly Tiger,” said Mario Silva, 
Technical Services Manager. “I use to scan it before, 
but this system is much more efficient. After all the 
information is scanned in, Holly brings me the CD- 
ROM which I then enter into the computer.” 

With the advent of wireless technology, the 
tribe can now hold meetings anywhere. But more 


importantly, it will eliminate mountains of paperwork 
and perhaps save a small forest. 

“A great aspect of using the wireless tech- 
nology is that I can bring up any information the rep- 
resentatives request,” said Silva. “If someone makes 
reference to a certain resolution, I can simply locate 
the file and send it to each computer.” 

Priscilla Sayen, Secretary/Treasurer for the 
Seminole Tribe, enjoys the flexibility of the new sys- 
tem and that changes can be made quicker than ever 
before. 

“It makes attending these meetings much 
easier,” said President Moses Osceola. “You don’t 
have to page through loads of paperwork. I believe it 
will also make our meetings much more efficient.” 



Jo Jumper 

Excelling in school: Students received awards for character, honor roll, attendance, and most improved. 


First Indian Baptist Awards Ceremony 



By Jo Jumper 

BRIGHTON — On Feb. 12, First Indian 
Baptist had their awards ceremony. The following 
awards were given out: Kiwanis Character Award, 
Nine- Week A Honor Roll, 

Semester All A’s, Nine Week A/B 
Honor Roll, Semester A/B Honor 
Roll, Attendance Award, and Most 
Improved. Congratulations to all 
students who received an award. 

Keep up the good work! 

Kiwanis - Dayne Johns, 

Amanda Madison, Jennifer 
Tommie, Lois Billie, Ashton 
Baxley, Kalgary Johns, Reese 
Bert, Dewell Johns, Marshall 
Tommi, and Shanda Cypress. 

9 Week A Honor Roll - 
Kalgary Johns, Marilee Johns and 
Kaley Riley. 

9 Week A/B Honor Roll 

- C.W. Ortiz, Taylor Johns, 

Ashton Baxley, Lois Billie, 

Nicholas Nix, Marshall Tommie, 

Jennifer Tommie, Robert “Bo” 

Parker and Trina Bowers. 

Attendance - Justin 
Osceola and Robert “Bo” Parker. 

Most Improved - Dayne 
Johns, Justin Osceola and Missy Huff. 

Semester A Honor Roll - Kalgary Johns, 


Ashton Baxley, Lois Billie, Marshall Tommie and 
Kaley Riley. 

Semester A/B Honor Roll - Spawn 
Loudermilk, Taylor Johns, Nicholas Nix, and Robert 


Jo Jumper 

L-R: Justin Osceola, Nocholas Nix, Lois Billie, Ashton Baxley, and 
teacher Miss Heather Yager. 


“Bo” Parker, Trina Bowers, Paul Billie and Jennifer 
Tommie. 


University of Miami Welcomes Students 


By Shelley Marmor 

CORAL GABLES, FL — On Friday Jan. 
23, the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Higher Education 
Advisor Dora Bell, Ft. Pierce Education Advisor Jane 
Stockton, four high school students, and parent Esther 
Gopher toured the University of Miami (UM). 

UM Admission Counselor Nikki K. Chun 
took the group all around the campus. According to 
Bell, “they showed us all the facilities,” but the group 
spent a lot of their time touring UM’s better-known 
departments, including the Business Department, 
International Studies Department, Communications 
Department, and Medical Sciences Department. 

Bell says these departments provide individ- 
ualized instruction because the classes have fewer 
students, which generally helps students learn better. 
After their tour, they ate lunch on campus. While eat- 
ing, some current UM students approached Bell and 


the group asking them if they had any questions. Bell 
said this was helpful because “young people commu- 
nicate very well among themselves.” 

One of the students on the tour, Joletta John, 
expressed an interest in attending UM, and possibly 
studying medicine. Presently, two Seminole students 
attend UM, Summer Tiger, a junior, and Marina 
Tigertail, a senior. Hollywood Tribal Representative 
Max Osceola Jr. is an alumnus of the school with a 
degree in political science. Bell, however, says UM 
would like to have more Seminole students. 

“I want students to see that the university 
really wants Seminoles there,” Bell said. 

To arrange a visit to UM, or any other 
school or university, please call Dora Bell at (954) 
658-2415, Ext. 1311, or e-mail her at 
DBell@semtribe.com. 



Judy Weeks 

NOW SERVING: Immokalee Council Representative Elaine Aguilar and Board Representatives Paul 
Bowers, Johnny Jones, David DeHass, and Raymond Garza made sure everyone had enough to eat. 


Fourth Annual Council Versus Board Rodeo 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The John Jimmie 
Memorial Arena in Immokalee was host to the 
Fourth Annual Council versus Board Rodeo on 
Saturday Jan. 24. 

Moses Jumper of Hollywood Recreation 
worked hard to organize this event 
and created a fun- filled rodeo for 
everyone. Participants included tribal 
citizens, employees and affiliates. 

Each entry indicated 
whether they were riding for the 
Board or Council team. At the end of 
the evening, their points were tabu- 
lated and Board triumphed over 
Council. 

The awards to the partici- 
pants were provided by Immokalee 
and included both cash and buckles. 

Councilman Roger Smith of 
Brighton also contributed a sponsor- 
ship. 

Board Representative Paul 
Bowers of Big Cypress prepared a 
free barbecue of some of the best 
ribs anyone has ever eaten. The fol- 
lowing board members also assisted: 

Johnny Jones of Brighton, David 
Dehass of Hollywood and Raymond 
Garza of Immokalee. After a full day 
at the grill, enough mouth-watering 
ribs were barbequed for everyone to 
enjoy second and third helpings. 

Elaine Aguilar, Immokalee 
Council Representative, provided a free concession 
stand for the entire evening, which included not only 
the food and beverages, but also several homemade 
desserts. Immokalee ’s Sylvia Marrero donated fry- 
bread for the meal as well as her valuable time in the 
concession stand. 


A special thank you to all the people who 
worked to make this event possible and the great 
success that it was. Benny Hernandez of the Big 
Cypress Arena provided not only his time, but also 
sheep and cattle. Josh Jumper supplied some roping 
steers and the wild cow milking stock came from 


Naha Jumper. 

Ray Riviera of the Hollywood Horse Club 
lent a valuable hand to Moses Jumper who acquired 
the judges, bookkeepers and arena help. Also, the 
John Jimmie Arena crew had the grounds looking in 
great shape. 



Judy Weeks 

Paul Bowers prepared the best tasting ribs around. 


Future Star Sings in Front of School 


Spencer Battiest won the crowd over 
at his school, but he dreams of win- 
ning over an even bigger crowd on 
the TV show American Juniors 


children, and has since registered. 

Until he makes his television debut, you can 
hear Spencer singing the national anthem at the 
Coconut Creek Casino before boxing matches. 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On Thursday Jan. 
29, Spencer Battiest, 13, performed a gospel 
song in front of his fellow students at 
Hollywood Christian School, where he is a sev- 
enth grader. 

His mother, June Battiest, said Spencer 
has been sick for the last month and was on the 
verge of having Scarlet fever at the time of his 
performance. He, however, did not want to 
miss his chance to sing. 

“He is a little trouper,” June Battiest 

said. 

While his fellow students thunderously 
applauded for him and gave him hi-fives after 
he finished, Spencer dreams of bigger things. 
According to June Battiest, Spencer wants to be 
the next American Idol. 

“He’s been wanting to be on American 
Idol since he was ten,” she said. “But he’s 
always been too young.” 

Age, however, may no longer be a fac- 
tor for Spencer to become an idol. She said 
Spencer recently found out about American 
Juniors, which is a version of American Idol for 



Shelley Marmor 


Can Spencer Battiest become the first Native American 
Idol? 
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Flamingo Elementary students were all ears when Charles Hiers Billie spoke. 


Michael Kelly 


Charles Hiers Billie Volunteers at Old Davie School: 

Canoe Building Becoming a Lost Art 


By Michael Kelly 

DAVIE, FL — Charles Hiers Billie takes 
pride in many things. One of them is his desire to 
educate individuals about the Seminole Tribe. So 
when the Broward County School Board asked Billie 
to volunteer at the Old Davie School in Davie, FL, he 
was more than excited. 

“I was at the Broward County Pioneer Days 
Celebration and spoke with someone about volunteer- 
ing here at the school; they thought it was a great 
idea,” said Billie. “This is the first time a Seminole 
has assisted in such a pro- 
gram.” 

Most of the visitors 
to the Old School are school 
children, ranging from sec- 
ond to fourth grade. On this 
particular day, the Flamingo 
Elementary School in Davie 
spent a late Wednesday 
morning listening intently to 
Billie as he sat in his fiber- 
glass replica of a Seminole 
canoe. He discussed how the 
Seminoles use to travel by 
canoe through the meander- 
ing everglades, stopping by 
trading posts to buy and sell 
goods. 

“The smaller 

canoes were used for hunt- 
ing, holding only a couple 
of people,” said Billie. “The 
larger canoes would carry families along the ever- 
glades, also known as the river of grass.” 

Traditional Seminole canoes are made from 
cypress trees, generally between 15 and 30 feet in 
length. The canoes are narrow, approximately three 
feet wide, 1 5 inches deep and 1 5 feet long. And while 


most Seminoles used a tall wooden pole to navigate, 
some canoes were powered by a small sail. 

Billie explained that constructing traditional 
Seminole canoes has largely died out. 

“Very few people know how to do it,” said 
Billie. “And those that do are elders.” 

“It can be a pain-staking process, but its part 
of our culture. Our younger generation needs to learn 
it. It’s important,” he continued. 

Billie hired Carlos Fernandez to replicate the 
Seminole canoes, but added a few refinements. 

“The canoe I’m working 
on right now is wider and has a flat- 
ter bottom, so it’s easier to move 
about,” said Fernandez. “Also, the 
sides are much higher so you can 
use it in the ocean.” 

The particular canoe 
Fernandez is working on reaches 
28-feet in length, and will have a 
small sail. 

According to Fernandez, 
the process for constructing a fiber- 
glass canoe can take a few days or 
several weeks to make. After creat- 
ing the actual canoe, a gel coat is 
applied, which creates an outer 
shell. After that, more layers gel 
coat are applied to add thickness. 

Billie would like to con- 
struct a few of them for each reser- 
vation, and eventually use them for 
canoe races, reenactments, or just 

“It’s important that our children learn about 
their past and how we lived,” said Billie. “The real 
cypress canoes are becoming extinct. Maybe with the 
help of these fiberglass canoes, that past will never 
go away.” 



Michael Kelly 


Carlos Fernandez works on the 
fiberglass canoe. 


for fun. 


Archery Brings Family Together 




By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — The last time 
Wanda Bowers tried archery was in high school. 

But from Jan. 30 - Feb. 1, she and her son Casey 
McCall, 15, will compete in their first archery 
tournament at the Brighton Recreation building. 

“My son and I were inspired by Indian 
Day back in September 2003,” said Bowers. 

“The Recreation Department set up archery 
equipment and targets to hit. After a few point- 
ers from John Waterhouse and Steve Young, I 
was doing fairly well. My son Casey also 
enjoyed it.” 

For most parents, spending time with 
their children can be as difficult as hitting a 
bull’s-eye. 

“For me, it was a great way to bond 
with my son,” said Bowers. “Because I work 
full time, I don’t get to see Casey that much. 

This way, we get to practice together.” 

John Waterhouse, Indigenous Archery 
Coach for the Seminole Tribe for the past two 
years, sees potential in both Wanda and Casey. 

“I think they have the potential to do 
well,” said Waterhouse. “They’re here every 
Monday and Friday for practice, two hours each 
day. They’ve shown they are committed to suc- 
ceeding.” 

The mother/son team shoots as many as 
60 arrows at an 18 inch target, 20 yards away. 
According to Casey, the hardest thing to do is 
remembering the right technique. 

“You need to concentrate on every little 
detail - placing your hands just right and eyeing 
the target,” said Casey. “But once you get it, you 
just know you’re going to hit the bulls-eye. It’s 
also relaxing; it’s just you and the target.” 

This tournament is a tune-up for the 
Sunshine State Games, to be held in Tallahassee, FL 
in June. But the ultimate goal is to compete in the 
2005 Indigenous Games in Buffalo, NY. 

“We took the Bronze medal at the 


Michael Kelly 

Casey McCall’s archery skills are right on target. 


Indigenous Games in Winnipeg back in 2001,” said 
Waterhouse. “Clinton Holt was outstanding. If it was- 
n’t for a technicality, he would have captured the 
gold.” 

Unfortunately, Holt has not committed to the 
2005 Indigenous Games, but 
Waterhouse is optimistic he’ll 
be there. 

Wanda recalled one day 
when Casey was getting frus- 
trated during practice. 

“He wanted to quit 
right there on the spot,” said 
Wanda. “I said fine, then I’ll 
quit too - let’s go home. He 
changed his mind and hasn’t 
looked back since.” 

Waterhouse, who has more 
than 20 years experience in 
archery and as an instructor, 
hopes more Seminoles will 
participate in classes and in 
upcoming tournaments. 

Archery instructions are 
offered every Monday from 
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. If you 
are interested in signing up, 
please contact the Hollywood 
Recreation Department at 
(954) 989-9457, or call John 
Waterhouse at (305) 796- 
2874. 


Michael Kelly 

Taking aim (L-R): Casey McCall, John Waterhouse, and Wanda Bowers. 
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Seminole Police Department Crime Statistics 

November & December 2003 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

Number of 
Offenses 

Total Value 
Property 
Stolen 

Total 

Arrests 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

Indian 

Asian 

Murder 












Sex Offense 












Robbery 

2 

2189 










Aggravated Battery 

5 


3 



3 


2 

1 



Battery 

28 


17 



10 

7 

10 

2 

5 


Burglary 

14 

20917 

5 



3 

2 

1 

2 

2 


Larceny 

40 

43788 










Motor Vehicle Theft 

7 

115201 

2 



1 

1 

1 


1 



Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests 

Drug Type 

Amount 

Value 

Marijuana (grams) 

30.35 

$167 

Cocaine (grams) 

11.13 

$520 

Crack Cocaine (grams) 



Alprazolam / Xanax (pills) 



Oxycodone (pills) 

1 

$5 

Oxycontin (pills) 



Crystal Methamphetamines 

17.6 

$1000 

Other Narcotics (pills) 

3 

$20 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

hefan 

Asian 

DUI 

3 



3 


1 


2 


Stolen Property 










Weapons Violation 

1 

1 




1 




Liquor Law Violation 










Miscellaneous 

24 

2 


19 

3 

11 

9 

3 

1 

Drugs (Possession / Sale) 

17 

1 


11 

5 

11 

3 

3 



First Community Christmas Dinner 



By Paula Cassels 

HOLLYWOOD — On Christmas afternoon, 
Maydell Osceola and the Osceola family pre- 
sented the First Community Christmas Dinner. 

This Christmas season, spreading holiday cheer 
was the Osceola family’s goal. 

Maydell Osceola invited community 
citizens, friends and family to her home to cele- 
brate and enjoy a Christmas dinner. 

She stirred up com, pork chops and 
tomato gravy with rice in the cooking chickee. 

The Osceola children shared in the holi- 
day fun, while Tate Osceola created his famous 
barbeque ribs and chicken. Donna Turtle stayed 
busy in the kitchen making traditional frybread, 
spaghetti, beans and more. 

Mable Osceola Moses made up gift bas- 
kets with assorted pots, pans and other house- 
hold items. Later, the teenagers handed out 
Christmas presents and gift baskets to everyone 
there. 

When the food platters were ready to 
serve, all the children gathered to say grace and 
give blessings for the Christmas dinner. 

Following dinner, everyone enjoyed 
watching the children take swings at the Sponge 
Bob Square Pants pinata. Starting with the 
youngest participants, each child received three 
chances to hit Sponge Bob with a plastic bat 
hoping to make all the candy fall out. 

Sponge Bob held together well until 
Morgan Frank’s turn. Frank hit Sponge Bob so 
hard that the candy flew all over. 

Everyone shared laughs, smiles and fel- 


lowship that brought the Christmas day to a merry 
end. 


Paula Cassels 

Mary Gay Osceola (center) phones a friend to tell them 
the food looks good. 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 

Anthony ’'Tony” Sealesc 

Criminal Infractions Tr** 


As a Native American, 1 respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless monev 

w 

recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 




w 


CRIME STOPPERS WILL PAY UP TO 
$51,000 AND THE SEMINOLE TRIBE 


WILL PAY AN ADDITIONAL $49,000 FOR 


THE ARREST OF THE SUSPECT(S). 



r 


ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2002, JIM 
SHORE, THE GENERAL COUNSEL FOR THE 
SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, WAS SHOT 
WHILE SITTING INSIDE HIS HOME. PLEASE 
HELP US CATCH THE CRIMINAL(S) AND 
BRING THEM TO JUSTICE! IF YOU HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION ABOUT THIS CRIME, OR IF 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES... 

PLEASE CALL AND 
REMAIN ANONYMOUS) 


The hiring of a lawyer is an import uni Jcdsiun that should not lit 
bused solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to semi 
you free wnrfcn information about our qualifications and experience. 
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Jacob Coile 

Michael Moorer was the champion story time reader. 


Michael Moorer Visits DSO Library 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD Two-time 
heavyweight champion Michael Moorer 
made a guest appearance at the Dorothy 
Scott Osceola (DSO) Library, but it was- 
n’t to sign autographs. Moorer read chil- 
dren’s books to the preschoolers who 
thoroughly enjoyed the encounter. 

“It was awesome” said Yudit 
Lam, Hollywood Branch Librarian. “I 
was not expecting this kind of relation- 
ship among a boxer and children. He 
completely caught their attention and was 
able to keep a wonderful environment 
during all the session.” 

For the record, Moorer read 


“Panda Bear, Panda Bear What Do You 
See?”, “Rap a Tap Tap, If You Take A 
Mouse to School,” and “The Cat in the 
Hat Comes Back.” 

“The Library staff was very 
grateful for his participation and support 
of our Book Fair,” said Lam. “Mr. 
Moorer ’s wonderful charisma with the 
children at our opening day story time 
was superb.” 

Lam added the library staff 
hopes to share future events with both 
Moorer and Warrior’s Boxing 
Promotions, Inc. 

“Together, they made this event 
a beautiful success” he said. 


Hats Off to Reading, Scholastic Book Fair 



Paula Cassels 

Story time is always a treat for the preschoolers. 


By Paula Cassels 

HOLLYWOOD — 

On Jan. 12-16 the Dorothy 
Scott Osceola (DSO) Memorial 
Library presented the Hats Off 
to Reading Scholastic Book 
Fair. The Scholastic Book Fair 
offered students and preschool- 
ers many exclusive editions of 
books at great prices. On 
Monday, professorial boxer 
Michael Moorer came to visit 
the DSO Library and read a 
story to the preschoolers. 

On Tuesday, the 
preschoolers came to the 
library for story time and to 
shop at the Scholastic Book 
Fair. Later that day, Jerome Williams read 
a book to the children titled, “There was 
an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Bat.” 
When he finished, the children cheered 
“read it again,” and clapped their hands 
with joy. 

On Thursday, Head Librarian 


Yudit Lam and Library Assistant Jacob 
Coile presented a tea party for the partici- 
pating students, and some children were 
awarded books for participating in the 
book fair’s craft and writing contests. The 
children enjoyed the special events pre- 
sented by the DSO Library and Scholastic 
Book Fair. 


33rd Annual Seminole Tribal Fair & Rodeo 


February 13 - 15, 2004 
Genuine Seminole Crafts Contest 


Schedule of Activities 

TENTATIVE 

SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


Prizes: 

First Place $1,000 
Second Place $700 
Third Place $500 
Fourth Place $300 
Fifth Place $100 


Friday, February 13, 
2004 

9 AM Gates Open 

10 AM Grand Entry 
(Bison Production: 

Native American Dance 
Troupe) 

* Invocation 
* Officials 

* Dignitaries 

* Princesses (Royalty) 

10:30 AM Pow-wow 
Exhibition (Bison 
Production: Native 
American Dance Troupe) 

11:30 AM Alligator 
Wrestling & Snake Show 

12:30 PM Aztec Dancers 

1:30 PM Pow-wow 
Exhibition (Bison 
Production: Native 
American Dance Troupe) 

2:30 PM Alligator 
Wrestling & Snake Show 

3:30 PM Aztec Dancers 

4:30 PM Youth Rodeo 

7:00 PM Bill Osceola 
Memorial 

All-Indian Rodeo 1st 
Performance 

Saturday, February 14, 
2004 

8 AM GATES OPEN 

9 AM Seminole Clothing 
Contest 

12:00 Noon Grand Entry 
(Bison Production: 
Native American Dance 
Troupe) 


* Invocation 

* Officials 

* Dignitaries 

* Princesses (Royalty) 

1 PM Little Mr. & Miss 
Seminole Contest 

3 PM Pow-wow 
Exhibition 
(Bison Production: 
Native American Dance 
Troupe) 

4 PM Alligator Wrestling 
& Snake Show 

5 PM Youth Rodeo 

7 PM Bill Osceola 
Memorial 

All-Indian Rodeo 2nd 
Performance 

Sunday, February 15, 
2004 

9 AM GATES OPEN 

10 AM Grand Entry 
(Bison Production: 

Native American Dance 
Troupe) 

* Invocation 

* Officials 

* Dignitaries 

* Princesses (Royalty) 

1 1 AM Pow-wow 
Exhibition (Bison 
Production: Native 

American Dance Troupe) 

12 Noon Alligator 
Wrestling & Snake Show 

1 PM Aztec Dancers 

2 PM Bill Osceola 

Memorial 

All-Indian Rodeo 3rd 
Performance 


Categories: 

1 . Seminole Patchwork Clothing 
(skirts, jackets, capes, etc.) 

2. Seminole Dolls (made from 
Palmetto Fibers) 

3. Woodwork (made from 
Cypress wood, etc.) 

4. Beadwork 

5. Basketry (made from Sweet 
grass) 

6. Seminole Designs (Design 
only, one yard of one design) 

Rules and Regulations: 

1 . Item must have been made 
within the past six months to 
entry deadline 


2. Item cannot have been sold 
then retrieved to enter contest 

3. One entry, per person, per cat- 
egory 

4. Person submitting an entry 
must be the original artist and a 
member of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida 

5. No previous entries 

6. Deadline for entries brought to 
the Hollywood Tribal Office 
(Sec./Tres.) is Thursday, Feb. 12 
at 5:00 pm. 

7. Your name, reservation and 
phone number must be on your 
entry 

8. All entries must be picked up 
on Sunday Feb. 15 by 3:00 p.m. 

Tribal Fair Committee will not 
be responsible for any items not 
picked up by Sunday at 5:00 
p.m. 


GENUINE SEMINOLE CRAFTS CONTEST 

CATEGORY : Patchwork ( ) Dolls ( ) Beadwork ( ) Basketry ( ) 
Designs ( ) Woodwork ( ) 


Name: 


Member # 

Reservation: B.C. 

BR 

HL IM 


Do you want to sell your entry? Yes ( ) No ( ) Price: $ 

The name of what you are entering: 

Description (color, etc.) 


Name of person picking up craft: 

(please print) 

Deadline at HOLLYWOD TRIBAL OFFICE -Thursday, February 12, 
2004 at 5:00 p.m. 

TRIBAL FAIR COMMITTEE WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ANY ITEMS THAT ARE NOT PICKED UP BY 5:00 P.M. SUNDAY 
NIGHT, FEBRUARY 15, 2004. 

I in accordance with the Native 

American Arts and Crafts Act do solemnly swear that the entry I have 
submitted to the contest has been made completely by myself. No 
foreign person or materials have been utilized in the making of this 
entry. 

Please sign the rules. 


Signature Date 


The Ric Rac Shack 


5450 Plaza on 441 
Across from the Hard Rock Casino 
954-583-3006 

Come in for traditional and regalia trims, 
ric rac, laces, bias, sequin trims and more. 

Enormous variety & great prices. 

February Special 

Buy any 10 rolls, get one free. 

Look for our booth at the 
Semionle Tribal Fair & Rodeo. 

Located at the Bergeron Rodeo Grounds 
Feb. 13-15 in Davie 


Jobs Starting Out at $55/hr for Regular Limos 
and $85/hr for SUV Limos 



MILLENIUM LIMO, INC. 

www, iniTl i;TiiiimliTnii>.txiTn 

Offering the largest SIJV Fleet in South Florida and the lowest prices. 

Fleet: F350 IS Passenger, Excursions from 18/22/26 passengers, 
Hummer H2, Cadillac Escalade 2004, If} Passenger Lincoln Towncar. 




We offer Fverything from Wedding, Night Chits, 
Airport and Port Transfers* Excursions and much more 


Toll-five Number 800-808-2062, Fax 954-704-9106 
Email Address: milleniumlinios@aol.com 


We cover the following counties: 

Lee, Collier, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach 






4 
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Shelley Marmor 

After several speeches explaining the importance of Snake Warrior’s 
Island, politicians and other county officials prepared to officially open 
the park. Included in the ceremony were Bill Steele, Deputy Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer for the Seminole Tribe of Florida (3rd from 
right), Broward County Mayor Ilene Liberman, (5th from left), and 
Miramar Mayor Lori Cohen Mosley (5th from right). 

IV I 




- 










Snake Warrior Honored With Park 


Shelley Marmor 

Elevated land area Bill Steele noticed in the early 1990s. After careful 
study he and others were able to prove Chitto Tustenuggee once lived 
here. 


The Seminole Tribe’s Deputy 
Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer plays part in proving 
Seminole warrior once lived 
there. 

By Shelley Marmor 

MIRAMAR, FL — Chitto Tustenuggee, or 
Snake Warrior, inhabited what is now 6301 SW 62 Ave. 
in Miramar, Fla. about 175 years ago. On Wednesday 
Jan. 21 Broward County and the City of Miramar dedi- 
cated the land to him at a now-public 53.3 acre park 
called Snake Warrior’s Island Natural Area, located in 
eastern Miramar, north of County Line Road. 

The park consists of two distinct areas, a north 
and south island. Officials from the Broward County 
Parks and Recreation Department along with the 
Broward County Office of Environmental Services 
teamed up to recreate what the park would have looked 
like when Tustenuggee lived there. Consequently, many 
animals that would have lived on the land during 
Tustenuggee ’s time, including wood storks, ospreys and 
turtles, now regularly visit the park. 

The opening ceremony began with invocation 
by Matthew Lee Smith, Senior Pastor at the Miramar 
Evangelical Free Church. In addition, community offi- 
cials including Broward County Mayor Ilene Liberman, 
and Miramar Mayor Lori Cohen Mosley attended the 
ceremony. 

“I think this park is a symbol of how we pre- 
serve where we came from by still going forward,” 
Mosley said during her speech. “By having a marriage 
of the past and the present, we make the future for our 
children tomorrow.” 

Bill Steele, Deputy Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer for the tribe, also spoke during the 
ceremony. He informed the crowd of about 1 00 people 
that Snake Warrior’s Island “is the oldest known 
Seminole town that has been found.” 

Steele recalled noticing the land that is now 
Snake Warrior’s Island in the early 1990s. 

While working on an excavation project at Joe 
Robbie Stadium he drove down County Line Road 
daily, which passes the site that is now the park. He said 
he noticed an elevated land area and began to wonder if 
it had any archaeological significance. 

He recalls telling a fellow archaeologist, “An 
elevation change like this really is where people live, 
because it’s a real change in the environment.” 

It turned out the elevated land did have signifi- 
cance; it was actually the north island at today’s Snake 
Warrior’s Island. 

A crew from the Archaeological and Historical 
Conservancy, where Steele worked at the time, began 
excavating the site in 1992 after the Trust for Public 
Lands and the Florida Emergency Archaeological 
Property Acquisition Fund paid $1,973 million and 
saved the land from development. The crew uncovered 
Seminole artifacts including kaskaskia fishing and hunt- 
ing points, and glass beads. 

Though archaeologists uncovered these impor- 


tant artifacts, Steele says a map from 1840 provided the 
most proof that the Seminoles actually used the area. 
This map showed a river passage that took travelers 
directly to Big Cypress from today’s Snake Warrior’s 
Island, and had “passage for small boats across the ever- 
glades as reported by the Indians” written on it. 

At the time this map was written, Florida was 
mostly underwater, with only five of its 35 million acres 
above water. Snake Warrior’s Island is located where 
Snake Creek cuts through the Atlantic Coastal Ridge, 
and Steele said the Seminoles used this as their main 
thoroughfare, canoeing on its waters, and walking 
across the land when the waters dried up. 

“From the earliest times that the Seminoles 
occupied this part of South Florida, this has been the 
road,” he said. 

Besides helping prove the Seminoles used the 
land, Steele also assisted in proving the land was once 
Chitto Tustenuggee ’s island camp. He said one big clue 
came from the Buckingham Smith report written in 
1848, which Tustenuggee is written about in. According 
to Steele, this report, written by Smith, a St. Augustine 
aristocrat, is known among archeologists as “the begin- 
ning of scientific knowledge of the Everglades.” 

Proving Tustenuggee did in fact inhabit the 
island also helped Steele with another important finding. 
Before discovering the Snake River’s Island site, most 
people believed the Seminoles came to Florida much 
later than they actually did. 

Perhaps the most important finding at the site 
was a British Royal Marine hat insignia. Steele said dur- 
ing the War of 1812, many British officers provided 
supplies to the native peoples in hopes of getting them 
to fight on the side of the British and against the U.S. 

He says this proves Seminoles must have occupied 
Snake Warrior’s Island in 1812 or the hat insignia 
would not have shown up there. 

“They use to think the Seminoles came here in 
1830,” he said. “This started to show they didn’t come 
here in 1830, they were already here by 1813.” 

“This site was the beginning of our understand- 
ing that the Seminoles had been in South Florida a lot 
longer than we ever believed,” he continued. 

Though most archaeological sites and findings 
usually spark debate among the archaeological commu- 
nity, Steel said this one did not. He said that was likely 
because they uncovered a “preponderance of evidence.” 

Steele says that while the park itself is signifi- 
cant, the significance really lies in the bigger historical 
picture the park helps provide. He says Snake Warrior’s 
Island assists in helping people understand a “regional 
interpretation of history” of Seminoles in Florida. 

“We’re actually getting to the point where you 
could do a tour of Native American history for the 
region,” he said. “You could go from Okeechobee; you 
could up to the Brighton reservation. You could go all 
the way around and tell a story of South Florida in way 
that no one has ever told it.” 

While the state of Florida technically owns 
Snake Warrior’s Island and Broward County manages it 
through a lease agreement with the state, Steele says, 
“this park is almost 100 percent a Seminole park.” 

For more information on Snake Warrior’s 
Island please call the Broward County Parks and 
Recreation Department at (954) 357-8100. 


« 
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4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 


jMMWARDMOroKSPOBT&eOM 



GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU r JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 




LIFT KITSjLOWERING KITS 


13" - ZB™ CUSTOM WHEE LS 


AIRAID / SUPERCHfPS 



AUDIO VOX m/DVCPiTUNER FIBERGLASS TON NO'S BREJSHGU ARDS/N ER FBA BS 

M-F Bam - 6pm t WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM I SAT 9am - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD t FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981-7223 / FAX: (954) 981-3401 
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Meet the Family Services Staff: Who We Are, What We Do 


Crissie Carter, Family Services Department, and Stan Treatment Team Meeting in Brighton: Kay Begin, Lois Jenkins, Harold Baxley, Kelli 

Frischman, Recreation Department working together on a Burgess, Marla Dale and Tony Bullington. 

community drug prevention project. 


Shelly Walker, Director of the Pullout Program meets with 
Brighton Family Services Counselors, Kay Begin and Harold 
Baxley. 


Marisol Garcia 

M arisol Garcia started working with the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida in May 2002 as a secretary for Family Services 
Department, in Big Cypress. With her organizational 
skills she keeps the office running smoothly. She is friendly and 
outgoing, always with a smile on her face greeting those who 
come to her window. She keeps the family services staff on their 
toes helping them meet their deadlines. Her duties go beyond the 
front desk. She also participates in organized activities, such as 
softball games, halloween carnival, etc. and always willing to 
lend a hand. She is a mother of three kids, two girls and one boy. 


Family Services: Committed to 
Healthy Relationships 


Marjorie Halstead & Crissie Carter 

M arjorie Halstead is the Administrative Assistant for the 
Family Services Department, working directly for 
Crissie Carter, for just over two months. Crissie is a 
happy, fast-paced, quick thinking, understaning multi-tasker, 
while Marjorie is a little slower paced but sure, energetic, 
dependable, organized multi-tasker. The two personalities have 
developed into a good working relationship, with trust and 
acceptance, and still learning about each other and working 
together to keep the relationship a good one. 


Crissie Carter, Marla Dale, Billie Napper and Laura Heritier met with 
Education Department Staff during their community meeting in 
Immokalee. Here, Laura, Crissie, and Norita Yzaquirre discuss collaborat- 
ing with some prevention services, such as SADD, MADD, SWAT, for the 
community. Norita, Billie and Laura know that the stronger their relation- 
ship, the more advantages it provides to the young people of the Tribe, so 
they continue to work on improving that relationship. 


Marla Dale, Noella Nunez O’Donnell, SGT. Phil Gonzalez, and Billie 
Napper plan a meeting to provide information to the seniors. Sgt. Phil 
and the Immokalee Family Services Staff have established a good 
working relationship and through open communication are working 
together to help the community be as safe as possible, especially for our 
seniors. 


Linda Knee, Tom Ryan, Crissie Carter, Cindy Corriher, 
Tony Bullington at Tampa Education Community Meeting. 


Family Services Counselors, Kelli Burgess and Lois Jenkins, 
meet with Barbara Boling, Health Educator. 


R elationship is a word that induces 

many mental pictures, triggers mem- 
ories and stirs emotions. It encom- 
passes the heart of family life, the domain 
of marriage, parent and child, and all man- 
ners of friendship. Of all that can be said, 
healthy relationships are crucial to happi- 
ness and productivity in every realm of 
society whether it be individually, the fam- 
ily unit or the work place. 

The Family Services Department 
is dedicated to assisting community mem- 
bers in developing healthy, happy and pro- 
ductive relationships. Most of the services 
and programs offered by the department 
address issues intricately associated with 
relationships. To provide quality services, 
the staff seeks to relate well with each 
other, other departments and community 
members. 

The Family Services staff meets 
together weekly to discuss schedules and 
plans for the week. Staff members partici- 
pate in monthly individual supervision 
with the site supervisor and group sessions 


to process personal issues. Bimonthly, the 
staff meets for treatment team, to review 
cases and to receive input so that we can 
better serve the clients and family mem- 
bers. 

The staff regularly meets with 
members of other departments to discover 
ways to best serve the community. 

Medical and health issues are addressed 
with the clinic staff and Health Educator, 
and the Education Department is often at 
meetings to discuss student needs, commu- 
nity activities and assistance for parents. 
Family Services staff attends parent advi- 
sory committee meetings, coordinates 
activities with the Recreation Department, 
Seminole Police, Senior Centers, and more. 

The Family Services Department 
is committed to contributing to healthy 
relationships for all community members. 
The staff is ready and willing to assist with 
resources and by modeling healthy rela- 
tionships in the office and with other 
departments. 



Immokalee student Jade Tapia plays a math game while Billie Napper and 
Chelsea Ford cheer her on. Billie’s relationship with the kids consists of 
doing fun things, and this allows the kids to become familiar with her so 
that if they have a problem they will feel comfortable talking with her. 


Billie Napper 


B illie Napper graduated in 1987 
from Alabama A&M 
University with a Master of 
Science degree in Counseling 
Psychology. 

She has been a counselor 
for 24 years and has worked in a 
variety of settings ranging from cri- 
sis line counseling to out-patient 
counseling and education to a locked 
Crisis Stabilization Unit and a long- 
term drug treatment program. 

She was a Certified 
Additions Counselor in the state of 


Alabama, and was also certified by 
the Department of the Army. She 
enjoys working with people, particu- 
larly in non-traditional settings. 

Billie has worked in Family 
Services in Immokalee for the past 
five years and thoroughly enjoys 
learning about the Seminole’s history 
and traditions. Billie is married to A1 
Bodway and they have eight children 
and five grandsons. They have three 
dachshunds to help keep them in 
line, and they are both members of 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 


Jack VanCott 



M y name is Jack VanCott and I 
have been working for Family 
Services as a Counselor since 
May 2003. 1 am here for Seminole fami- 
lies to help with substance abuse and 
mental health problems. 

I have a master’s degree in 
Counseling and 10 years of experience 
with addictions. I visit clients at treat- 
ment centers, jails and at home. I look 
forward to a long relationship with the 
Seminole community. 


Characteristics of 
Healthy Relationships 

How many of the following attitudes and \ 
behaviors are present in your relationships? 

Communication is open and spontaneous (including listening) 
Rules/boundaries are clear and explicit, yet allows flexibility 
Individuality, freedom and personal identity is enhanced 
Each enjoys doing things for self, as well as for the other 
Play, humor, and having fun together is commonplace 
Each does not attempt to “fix” or control the other 
Acceptance of self and other (for real selves) 
Assertiveness: feelings and needs are expressed 
Humility: able to let go of need to “be right” 
Self-confidence and security in own worth 
Conflict is faced directly and resolved 
Openness to constructive feedback 
Each is trustful of the other 
Balance of giving and receiving 
Negotiations are fair and democratic 
Tolerance: forgiveness of self and other 
Mistakes are accepted and learned from 
Willingness to take risks and be vulnerable 
Other meaningful relationships and interests exist 
Each can enjoy being alone and privacy is respected 
Personal growth, change and exploration is encouraged 
Continuity and consistency is present in the commitment 
Balance of oneness (closeness) and separation from each other 
Responsibility for own behaviors and happiness (not blaming other) 


Ted 

H un-Tahmo! I recently 
began working with 
Family Services. I am 
a licensed clinical social 
worker, tribal citizen, and 
long time resident of the 
Hollywood Community. 

I have been in the 
social work profession since 
1995. It is my hope to help 
strengthen the relationship 
between the Seminole com- 
munity and Family Services, 
as well as bring about more 
understanding of Seminole 
beliefs and lifestyle. 

In the past ten 

years, I have worked mostly 
with children as well as young 
people, and adults of all ages 
and cultural backgrounds. I 
believe in the community 


Nelson 


r 

_j& 1 

being involved and being there 
for people. 

I welcome all tribal 
citizens with an open door and 
ear to listen. Shanabisha! 




Mary Olitzky 


H i, my name is Mary Olitzky. I 
am a licensed mental health 
counselor. I have been a 
counselor with Family Services 
since May 2002. 1 have a lot of 
experience with substance abuse 
problems, and also working with 
women and teenagers. 

I run the Women's Circle 


gathering every Tuesday at 12:30 
p.m. in the Family Services confer- 
ence room. This group is for all 
women who need support in their 
daily lives. I really enjoy working 
with the tribal citizens and their 
families, and getting to know the 
community. 


Marla C. Dale 



M arla C. Dale graduated from 
Texas A&M University in 
1978 with BBA in manage- 
ment. She worked as an accountant 
for eighteen years and after 
a life awakening, she went 
back to school and 
received her master’s 
degree in social work from 
Barry University in 1998. 

Marla became 
licensed as a Clinical 
Social Worker in the state 
of Florida in 2001. In 
March 2001, she joined 
Family Services as 
Hollywood’s Site 
Supervisor and has recent- 
ly has been promoted to 
Assistant Director. 

Marla worked 
with a variety of people in 
different settings prior to joining 
the Seminole Tribe Family Services 
almost three years ago. She has 
worked with the foster families and 
children at Boys Town, with the 
mentally and physically challenged 
at a rehabilitation center, with 


Geriatrics and adults at a psychiatric 
hospital, and with adults at a drug 
and alcohol residential treatment 
facility. 


Marla Dale after a long, long day! 


Marla is married, has one 
daughter, three step children, three 
grandchildren, and four dogs. Marla 
enjoys her family, playing with her 
dogs, working out, reading, watch- 
ing the sun rise, and working with 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
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Meet the Family Services Staff: Who We Are, What We Do 



While Noella Nunez O’Donnell, the Elder Affairs Coordinator was in 
Immokalee she made a few special home visits to let our seniors know 
how much they are appreciated. Here she is with Rachel Billie, who is 
a very active senior and involved in the community. The Senior Action 
Committee will be meeting on a monthly basis to plan educational 
classes and coordinate healthy outings for our Immokalee seniors. 


Noella Nunez O’Donnell 


N oella Nunez O’Donnell is a 
tribal citizen from the 
Panther Clan, and mother of 
two beautiful children. She 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
health services administration from 
the University of Central Florida in 
1997, and in 1999, she graduated 
from Mankato State University in 
Minnesota with a master’s degree 
in gerontology. 

While attending school in 
Minnesota, she volunteered with a 
hospice, which was a very reward- 
ing experience, and worked as a 


customer service representative 
with the Social Security 
Administration. 

She has worked with the 
Seminole Tribe’s Health 
Department as the Elderly and 
Handicapped Services Coordinator. 
Noella’s passion is working with 
our tribal elders. She brought this 
passion and experience to the 
Family Services Department in 
October 2003, as the Elder Affairs 
Coordinator, and she says she 
loves it. 


Linda Fleischman 



L inda Fleischman is a 

Senior Counselor for Big 
Cypress Reservation 
Family Services Department. 

Linda holds a Marriage and 
Family Therapist License as 
well as a Mental Heath 
Counselor License. She also 
has certification as an 
Addictions Professional. 

Linda provides clini- 
cal supervision among the 
staff members, in addition to 
her diverse caseload working 
with tribal citizens. In addition 
to counseling tribal citizens, 
she provides demonstration 
and instruction using the pot- 
ter’s wheel and small clay 
sculpture when asked in the 
ceramics room for seniors at 
the Senior Center in Big 
Cypress. 

You can usually see 
her at the Senior Center (Hot 
Meals) on Wednesdays at 11:00 
a.m. working on the potters wheel 
when the office is quiet. During the 
Halloween Festival of 2003 Linda 
provided face painting for the chil- 


dren, and she is willing to offer 
face painting at any tribal commu- 
nity event. 



Michael L. Onco, Sr. 


M y name is Michael L Onco, Sr. I have worked for Family 
Services on the Big Cypress reservation since February of 
1998. I’m a certified alcohol and drug counselor, Vietnam 
Veteran, and in recovery with 1 3 plus years of sobriety. I do treatment 
referrals, outpatient counseling, support the A A Meetings and I have 
recently received my ropes course certification. I’m a father of two 
with one of them being a tribal member who resides at Big Cypress 
Reservation. I enjoy deer hunting very much and fishing. 


Tina Mennella 


T ina Mennella began 
working for the 
Seminole Tribe Family 
Services in Oct. 2001 at the 
Hollywood Reservation. As of 
January 2004, she has been 
based on the Big Cypress 
reservation. 

“My master’s degree 
is in Marriage and Family 
Therapy and I am currently 
the Foster Care Coordinator 
and a counselor,” she said. 

“As Foster Care Coordinator, 

I am involved with all of the 
Reservations and assist with 
placing children and aiding the 
families in their efforts to be 
reunited. As a counselor with the 
Seminole Tribe, I am very 
pleased to work in relationship 
with the children and families 
and the different reservations. 



Tina Mennella and Pastor Salaw 
Hummingbird at the Big Cypress 
Community Center 


Each person and place is unique 
in its own way; and that is what 
makes working here a great 
experience.” 


Hanna Marchel 


H ello, my name is Hanna 
Marchel. I have been 
working for Family 



Services for over two and a half 
years. My main duty as 
Supervisor is to coordinate all the 
services and to respond to the 
community needs. 

I listen and I interact 
with tribal citizens and try to 
help achieve healthy goals in 
their lives. When you come to 
the Family Services I will wel- 
come you, sit with you and lis- 
ten, then we will explore all the 
options. 

Please come to us and 
share both your difficulties and 
your successes. 


Martin Borthick 


Carmen Arango 



M artin Borthick has 
worked for The 
Seminole Tribe as a 
Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Counselor on the Big 
Cypress community for almost 
three years. 

“My formal education 
is the direct result of the grace 
associated with getting sober 
myself and finishing things 
addiction took from me long 
ago,” Martin said. “I worked my 
way from the ground up in sub- 
stance abuse treatment and com- 
pleted my education with a 
Masters Degree in Brief 
Systemic Individual, Marriage, 
and Family Therapy.” 

“Additionally, I have 
completed the Ph.D. class work 
and I am eligible for all associated 
professional licensees but did not 
peruse it— I guess it’s not my way,” 
he continued. 

“I am highly trained, with 
a lot of psychotherapy experi- 


H i, I’m Tony Roberts. I have 
been working for Family 
Services as a counselor 
since May 2003. 1 have a bache- 
lor’s degree in criminal justice and 
more than 17 years of experience 
working with youth. 

I have worked with many 
different type of youth throughout 
the years. I also facilitate Kids 



ence-I’m like a consultant; It’s my 
job to help you figure out ways to 
do something different so that you 
get the results you want.” 


Group every Wednesday from 3:30 
p.m. - 4:30 p.m. at the library in 
the Dorothy Scott Osceola (DSO) 
building. I also visit the Youth 
Center, Gym and DSO daily to 
interact with the youth and to assist 
them in any way I can. 

I really enjoy working 
with the youth and their families. I 
look forward to meeting you soon. 


C armen Arango 
started working 
with the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida in Sept. 

2001 as a Counselor and 
became the Site 
Supervisor in Nov. 2003. 

She bring with 
her two master’s 
degrees, one in Marriage 
and Family Therapy and 
the other in Conflict 
Analysis. She is current- 
ly working on meeting 
her requirements for 
state licensure. 

Arango enjoys 
building good working relation- 
ships with the different depart- 
ments and tribal members. She is 
full of energy and very outgoing. 
You can find her at the different 
activities either planning them or 


F amily Services Senior 
Counselor, Laura Heritier 
and Pete Aguilar, a foster 
parent and unofficial mentor for 
young men in the Immokalee 
Community, maintain a friendly 
relationship and often chat in the 
Field Office. 

Laura Heritier graduated 
in 1974 from Ball State 
University in Indiana with a mas- 
ter’s degree in Counseling 
Psychology. She has worked in 
prisons, hospitals, clinics and in 
the community. She 
has been an emer- 
gency clinician, an 
outpatient therapist 
and has experience 
working in a state 
hospital setting. 

Laura is 
familiar with all 
aspects of mental 
health counseling, 
including individual, 
groups, marriage 
and family and test- 
ing/assessment. She 
has been a licensed 
Mental Health 
Counselor in 
Oklahoma, South 
Carolina and Georgia. 

And, in Jan. has taken 
the Florida License 


participating in them. 

She is a mother of three 
children, two boys and a girl. 
Arango is always willing to go 
the extra mile to help those in 
need. 


Exam. 

On a more personal 
note, she has two children and 
five grandchildren. She enjoys 
cooking, reading and meeting 
new people. She reports that she 
has really learned a lot about the 
Seminole culture in the year-and- 
a-half she has worked with 
Family Services, but realizes 
there is much more to learn. 

She hopes that she can 
continue to learn and to be a part 
of the new Family Services. 



Family Services Senior Counselor, Laura 
Heritier and Pete Aguilar, a foster parent 
and unofficial mentor for young men in the 
Immokalee Community, maintain a friendly 
relationship and often chat in the Field 
Office. 



Tony Roberts 


Laura Heritier 



Amber Giehtbrock 


O n Feb. 25, 2002 I began 

working with the Seminole 
community. I have a bache- 
lor’s degree from Florida Atlantic 
University and many years of 
experience working with kids. 

Tribal citizens know me 
from home visits and going to 
court on behalf of foster families. I 


can be found at the Dorothy Scott 
Osceola Building with the Girl 
Group every Thursday at 4 p.m. I 
also visit children and their teach- 
ers at schools. 

When I am not at work, I 
enjoy swimming, skating and 
movies. 


Holly 



Guyon 

M y name is Holly Guyon 

and I have recently started 
working as the Secretary 
for Family Services. Currently, I 
support the Family Services staff 
by answering the phone, greeting 
visitors and assisting with the 
office organization. 

I am excited to learn more 
about the Seminole Tribe and how 
I can better serve this community. 



Yvonne Courtney 


H i Everybody! My name is 
Yvonne Courtney, Tribal 
Outreach Worker II since 
1999. I work in this field believ- 
ing that we can make a difference 
of a better healthier life for our 
tribal citizens. 

Recovering from alcohol 
and drugs, I know as a Christian 
that you can have a better life. 


Also, I assist the staff members 
to have a better understanding of 
the way our people live. 
Spirituality is a major part of sur- 
vival for us as individuals, and as 
a tribe. 

If you have any positive 
ideas of reaching our members, 
please contact me. 


Lucille Jumper 


M y name is Lucille 
Jumper. I am a 
tribal member. I 
reside in Big Cypress and 
work with Family 
Services Department. My 
work consists of client 
transport, home visits, 
’’looking for you,” place 
Indian Medicine requests 
and delivering it. Also, I 
attend community func- 
tions, and try to be avail- 
able to work with the eld- 
ers and everyone that 
needs someone to talk 
with. I am the liasion 
between our department 
and my community. Come 
talk with us so you can get 
to know us. 



Brenda Walker 



Brenda Walker is the Secretary for the 
Brighton Family Services Office. 

Brenda always has delicious 
snacks and regularly cooks for the 
staff. She is a true and wonderful care- 
taker, which helps the Brighton staff 
stay very, very happy. Visit her any- 
time and she’ll share a cookie and a 
smile. 


Mark Lichtenberg 

M y name is 
Mark 

Lichtenberg 
and I am a Counselor 
for with Family 
Services. I have a 
master’s degree in 
counseling and expe- 
rience in working 
with adults and chil- 
dren. I really enjoy 
working with 
teenagers, who I see 
at the office, at home 
and at school. I look 
forward to meeting 
you and working with 
your family. 
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Healthy Eating Versus Dieting 


Seminole Children !v Dental Health Month 


No doubt you have heard something on TV 
or the radio about carbohydrates and their role in diet 
and weight loss. A popular fad diet is the low-carbo- 
hydrate or no carbohydrate approach to losing weight. 
Unfortunately, that fad is based on nutrition informa- 
tion that is simply incorrect and does not provide safe 
and healthy weight loss that lasts long term. 

Low carbohydrate diets have been around for 
about 30 years, and yet Americans are more over- 
weight than ever. If Dr. Atkins’ diet had worked long 
term back in the 1970’s, everyone today would still be 
skinny. It is true that if you follow Dr. Atkins’ diet 
plan you will lose weight, but as soon as you go off 
of the diet the weight will come right back. This is 
because every “diet” being sold is based on the same 
concept: eat less total food and you reduce your calo- 
ries and you lose weight. 

Extra calories, eaten beyond what your body 
burns in daily activity or formal exercise, can be 
stored as body fat. So how do some people lose 
weight by following a no or low-carbohydrate diet? 
The Journal of the American Medical Association 
answers the question; they say most people following 
these extreme diets ate far fewer calories than they 
had previously, eating only 800 - 900 calories total 
per day, while the average adult needs about 1 800 - 
2200 calories per day. 

The American Dietetic Association recom- 
mends total calorie restrictions no lower than 1,200 
calories per day, unless you have a very small stature. 
The people who are losing weight on fad diets are 
cutting their total calories, mostly by eliminating junk 
food, even though they are being told to eat unlimited 
amounts of protein-rich foods. 

If you need to lose weight, should you cut 
out all carbohydrates? No. Many carbohydrate 
sources, including fruits, vegetables, whole grains, 
and non-fat dairy, provide essential nutrients that are 
vital to your health and well-being . On the other 
hand, excess consumption of saturated fat and trans- 
fat (found in animal products and snack foods) has 
been scientifically shown to lead to heart disease. So, 
although weight loss is an important goal, finding a 
smart, healthy way to lose the weight - slowly in 
order to keep it off - is what counts. 

Extreme diets that restrict certain foods and 
drastically reduce total calories do not provide lasting 
weight loss. The reason behind this is that quick 
weight loss dehydrates the body in the first days and 


weeks. The weight you are losing is actually fluid 
weight, not fat. Also, severely low calorie diets with- 
out exercise and strength training will cause you to 
actually lose muscle, not fat. 

You may think this a price worth paying to 
lose some weight fast, until you gain those pounds 
back. As soon as you return to your old eating pat- 
terns, you will likely regain the weight just as quickly 
as you lost it. Extreme diets are very hard to stick 
with for a long time because they are such a drastic 
change from your old eating habits. 

Going on an extreme diet puts at risk your 
body’s long-term health just as your car would be put 
at risk if you drove it in reverse. Sure your car will 
operate in reverse, but you’re probably ruining vital 
engine parts that may breakdown sooner than usual 
because you drove your car in a way it was not 
intended to be used. Your best bet is to make small 
changes that you can stick with for a lifetime. 

This yo-yo style of dieting is well recognized 
by health experts, and the lack of sustained weight 
loss from extreme diets is a major concern. Every 
time you lose weight and gain weight back you 
deposit more fat around the heart, which increases the 
risk of heart attack by five percent every time you 
lose weight and gain it back again. 

When it comes to losing weight, it is not 
smart to take an all or nothing approach, in fact, it is 
unhealthy. There is nothing to be gained by eliminat- 
ing or gorging on one particular food or food group. 
Food extremes - too much or too little - are bad 
news. Unfortunately, there is no fast, easy way to lose 
weight and keep it off. It takes healthy food choices 
and regular exercise. 

Nutrition and weight loss information is 
everywhere. How do you know what is true and what 
is not? How do you know what to believe when 
everyone has a diet book to sell you, from Dr. Atkins, 
a medical doctor, to Dr. Phil, a psychologist, to Dr. 
Barry Sears of The Zone Diet, who has a Ph.D., and 
owns a biotechnology company. 

If you truly want sound information about 
foods and healthy eating plans, you should always 
seek out a dietitian. These professionals have a formal 
education and specialize in food and nutrition, call 
Jeanne Hatfield at (954) 965-1300, Ext.lll or Beth 
Skinner at (863) 763-0271, Ext. 144. 


Asthma Education Meeting 


Asthma is the most common chronic disease 
among children. The prevalence of diagnosed child- 
hood asthma has increased dramatically during the 
last 20 years. 

The direct cost of caring for asthma in the 
U.S. is enormous, and indirect costs such as missed 
school days and loss of parent workdays are also sub- 
stantial. One thing is for certain that better asthma 
management and patient outcomes were associated 
with two things: patient education and follow-up 
appointments (after onset, or following an attack). 

Max Osceola Jr. and the Allied Health 
Department would like to invite parents with children 


who have asthma to an educational presentation at the 
Hollywood Gym on Thursday Feb. 19. Everyone is 
invited and welcome whether you have a family 
member with asthma or would just like know hove to 
recognize it. Dinner will be provided to participants 
from 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., and presentation will 
begin at 6:45 p.m. There will be a raffle for prizes at 
the conclusion of the presentation (winners must be 
present to win). 

If you have any questions call the Health 
Clinic at (954) 962-2009; ask for Shannon McKeown, 
Health Educator, or, Jamie Schevis, Medical Social 
Worker. 


Arrested? License Problems? 


“We’ll Stand Up For You!" 

• Suspended License • Felonies 

• Revoked License • Misdemeanors 

• Traffic Tickets 

• DU1 • Nursing Horne Neglect 


The Law Offices of 

Guy J. Seligman, RA. 


320 SE 9th Street • Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 I 

954-760-7600 I 


I he hiring it an attorney ts an important daosicn tTsat ahouhJ not be based solely upon aietti a entente. 

ElTjp-j yuu LL-. ask us- hu sit d yixi fr-i? wrillLri rifcx irkiliLf i abmil »-iir qu jiliajLkxrj out d rapcirijiiuLi. 


50% off all 

( dmxtmax 
Gijimtre 



Florist^ Gift s 


SbfwTrihailD 
and receive 
10 % discount 
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Oral Health for 
Infants and 
Toddlers 

Good oral health for children begins 
during infancy. Always wipe out baby’s 
mouth after feeding with a damp cloth. Do 
not ever put the baby to sleep with a bottle. 
Put only formula or water in the bottle. The 
baby should be using a cup by age one. 

Limit sweet drinks, such as juice or 
whole milk, to meal time. Give baby healthy 
snacks, fruits such as bananas and peaches 
are a good choice. Schedule a dental 
appointment and begin brushing as soon as 
the first tooth erupts. Remember to use only 
a pea-sized amount of fluoridated toothpaste. 
For more information about your baby’s oral 
health, please contact the Seminole Dental 
Program on your reservation. 


Oral Health and 
Pregnancy 

Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program — 

Good oral health during pregnancy is important 
for both you and your baby. Schedule a dental 
visit as soon as you learn that you are pregnant. 
Don’t wait for a dental emergency! 

Eat healthy foods and drink plenty of 
fluoridated water. Bottled nursery water found in 
the grocery is a great source of fluoridated water. 

Brush and floss daily to prevent cavities 
and gum infection, though some light bleeding of 
the gums is normal during pregnancy due to hor- 
monal changes. Please contact the Seminole 
Dental Program on your reservation; Big Cypress 
(863) 983-5151; Brighton (863) 763-0271; 
Hollywood (954) 964-3411. 




Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 
to Hold ’’Wellness Festival 2004” 


The Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of 
Florida will hold their 24th Annual Health Fair on 
Wednesday, March 24, on the Miccosukee 
Reservation from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. This 
year’s fair is called ’’Wellness Festival 2004”, and 
will include more interactive and entertaining dis- 
plays to convey our message of positive health 
behaviors. 

We are expecting approximately 300 par- 
ticipants including 1 00 school children attending 
the fair and visiting each booth. We are located 20 


miles west of Krome Avenue on Tamiami Trail. 
The Health Fair will be located at the school gym. 

For additional information, or to answer 
any questions you may have, please call Denise 
Ward, Health Planner, at (305) 223-8380 ext. 2233 
at your earliest convenience. We appreciate your 
time and consideration and look forward to hear- 
ing from you soon. Thank you. 

Billy Cypress 
Chairman 


My name is Christie (Gopher) Strickland. 
My family and I live in the Brighton/Okeechobee 
area. On Dec. 15, we opened a retail Lighting Show 
room and fan store in Okeechobee. The name of our 
store is Fantasy Fighting, located at 415 SW Park St. 

On Feb. 7, we will be having a grand open- 
ing from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. I would like to 
invite everyone to join us for this special occasion. 
We will have drawings, free gifts and food/drinks for 
all. 


We carry a complete line of light fixtures 
such as: chandeliers, vanity lights, coach lights, table 
and floor lamps, and indoor/outdoor ceiling fans, just 
to name a few. Hope to see you there 

Hours of operation: Monday - Friday, 8:00 
a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.; 
closed Sunday. 

Phone (863) 467- FITE (5483); Fax (863) 467- 5007. 
Fighting consultant available by appointment 


4 th ANNUAL 

OKEECHOBEE BATTLEFIELD 
COMMEMORATION 


A Re-enactment of Florida’s Fiercest Seminole War Rattle 
February 28 th & 29 th , 2004 
10:00 A.M - 4:00 P.M. 


'Seminole War Battle Re-enactment 
'Southeastern Stomp Dancing 
'Seminole Food & Crafts 
'Seminole Story Telling 
'Alligator Demonstrations 
*Sue Arnolds Wildlife Refuge 


'Living History 

'Exhibits 

'Artisans 

'Falconry 

'Fun, Food St More. 


HISTORICAL ARTIST GUY LaJSREE 
ARTIST OF SEMINOLE HISTORY AND FLORIDA WILDLIFE 

SPECIAL MUSIC PERFORMANCE BY 13 YEAR OLD 
MELISSA RITTER 


ADBUSSIONt $5.00 PER CAR OR $2.00 WALK-tN 
DIRECTIONS: 2 MILES S.E. OF TAYLOR CREEK 
BRIDGE ON 441 S.E. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: FRIENDS 
OF THE OKEECHOBEE BATTLEFIELD 863.634.2126 
S63-634-4S57 OR VIS! 


lARIMRS IKflfNDSCtl mi OkUt.ilt>PI I IIAI M LI Ifc I THM V MINOI I IKINI i >| n OKH >.U KEMINOIJ: fRIHI . Ol H»>K- 
n*\. isc ww\ \i i- a tiLKi mi si.;t m siaonqm. i iuhi. oihi uru> a. uKhLOioiiii-f cui sh board 01 oil si Y COMMIS- 
SI*)* I KV. Slip’!!!* t.ORllJA Vi All RMAVACI mi NS. OKI I L’l MLMllJ: Cl i AMftLR * H i > iMMi Ri I 

SPONSORS: ARCHAEOLOGICAL ft HISTORICAL CQNSERVENCY, OKEECHOBEE MOTOR COMPANY. RICK MINTON 
REALTY. CRAPY & DUCHANAN LAW FIRM, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL, OkEECHO- 
BEE DISTRICT DIVISION OF FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, UOHTSETS RESTAURANT, OKEECHG* 
BEE PUBLIC LIBRARY. ED APPLETON. ALMAZA BOUTROS 



Poster background by Guy LaESnee 
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Congratulations PAC Meeting Attendees 


By Cindy Hughes, Assistant Director 
of Education 

HOLLYWOOD 

Congratulations to the parents of 
Seminole students who have attended 
two or more Parent Advisory 
Committee (PAC) meetings this school 
year. The Department of Education and 
local PAC Committees thank these par- 
ents for their support and continued 
effort towards the education of their 
children. 

The Private School 

Scholarship Policy requires all parents 
of private school students to attend at 
least two PAC meetings during the 
school year. The Education Department 
encourages the parents to attend all 
PAC meetings, whether your child 
attends private or public school. 

PAC Committee meetings are 
held at each reservation. Please contact 
your reservation’s advisor to find out 
the dates and times of your PAC meet- 
ings. If you, as a private school parent, 
do not see your name on the following 


list, that means you have not yet com- 
pleted the required attendance at two 
meetings. 

Most PAC Committees will 
have their last meeting in May, so you 
only have four months left to attend and 
fulfill the requirements. If you do not 
attend the two PAC meetings, you may 
lose the chance to qualify for a scholar- 
ship next year. If you have any ques- 
tions, please contact the advisor on your 
reservation. 

Parents who have attended two 
or more PAC meetings: Cornelia 
Osceola, Barbara Billie, Glory Diaz, 
Janine Cypress Dawna Bell, Lisa Billie, 
Michelle Billie, Allison Osceola, Ericka 
Cypress, Debi DeHass, Bobby Frank, 
Jennifer Idle, Felicia Holata, Carla 
Cypress Wanda Bowers, Virginia 
Mitchell, Francine Osceola, Tammy 
Osceola, Virginia Osceola, Melissa 
DeMayo, Leona Tommie- Williams, 
Angel Billie, Holly Tiger, Donna Turtle 
and Nancy Willie. 


GED Classes Available 


GED Classes will be offered 
on the Hollywood Reservation starting 
on Jan. 26, 2004 from 9:00 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday. 

Classes will be held on the second floor 
in the Dorothy Scott Osceola (DSO) 
Memorial Building. 


Anyone interested in register- 
ing for the GED classes, please contact 
the Employment Assistance and 
Training Program at (954) 989-6840, 
prompt 5, between 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m. 


Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten Registration 



The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
Department of Education would like to 
announce the Kindergarten Summer Program 
registration. Parents of all children entering 
kindergarten in Sept, must register from June 
14 - July 30, between 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

For more information call Linda 
Knee, Pre-K and Kindergarten Education 
Advisor, at (954) 989-6840. 


Summer Camps Offered at FSU 


Submitted by Dora Bell 

Cross Country: Seminole Trails Cross 
Country Camps 

Individual Camp: July 12-17; Cost: 
$299 

Team Camp: July 20-24; Cost: $279 
For more information e-mail rbra- 
man@mailer.fsu.edu : application avail- 
able at: www.fsutrack.com, or call 
Coach Braman at (850) 644-327 

Soccer: Patrick Baker Soccer Camps, 

Tallahassee, FL 

Session I - June 7-11 

Session II - Elite Week June 14-18 

Session III - Striker/Keeper July 24-27 

Ages: 7-18 

Special features: Great skills sessions. 
Prices: Residential - $425 full day - 
$375; 3 / 4 day - $300 

Track and Field 

For more information visit: 

http ://www. seminoletrackcamp .com/ 

Volleyball 


Nike Camp: July 8-11 
Individual Camp: July 13-16 
Team Camp: July 19-22 

Tennis 

June 2004: 6-10, 13-17, and 20-24 
(seperate camps) 

Softball 

Session 1 : June 6-9 
Session 2: June 10-12 
Session 3: June 20-23 
Session 4: June 24-26 

Football, Basketball, and Golf do not 
have dates as of yet, but I’ll have them 
to you as soon as possible. 

Golf 

Boys Camp: June 13 - June 16 

Womens Basketball 
Individual camp: June 11-13 
Elite Skills camp: June 13-17 
Team Camp: June 18-20 
1 Day camp (for eighth graders and 
younger): June 28- July 1 


College Scholarships in Science Fields 


The deadline for minority stu- 
dents in the chemical sciences to apply 
for scholarships from the American 
Chemical Society (ACS) is Feb. 15. In 
collaboration with several industrial 
partners and contributors, the American 
Chemical Society, which is the world’s 
largest scientific society, makes the 
scholarships available to students as 
part of its ACS Scholars Program. 

African American, 

Hispanic/Latino and Native American 
students who are pursuing studies in 
chemistry, chemical engineering, bio- 
chemistry, environmental science and 
related disciplines at two- and four-year 
colleges are eligible to receive renew- 
able awards of $2,500 - $3,000. The 
society expects to award approximately 
$850,000 this academic year to aca- 
demically accomplished, but underrep- 
resented minorities. 

Relatively few minorities pur- 
sue chemistry-related careers, according 
to a report prepared by the society. In 
2000, for example, Hispanics/Latinos, 
who make up 14 percent of the U.S. 
population, represented less than three 
percent of the chemistry workforce; 
African Americans, at almost 12 per- 
cent of the population, comprised less 
than two percent of the chemical work- 
force; and Native Americans, represent- 
ing one percent of the population, made 


up less than 1 percent of the chemical 
workforce. 

More than 1,350 students have 
received financial support from the 
ACS, based on a mix of academic 
achievement and financial need, since 
the Scholars Program was launched 
with a $5 million grant in 1995. The 
program is a winner of the 2001 
President’s Award for Excellence in 
Science, Mathematics and Engineering 
Mentoring, and the 1997 Award of 
Excellence from the American Society 
of Association Executives. 

Several collaborating partners, 
including AstraZeneca, Bayer, the 
Dreyfus Foundation, Dupont, 
GlaxoSmithKline, Procter & Gamble 
and Xerox, have contributed $100,000 
or more to the Scholars Program. PPG 
Industries Foundation, Inc. - a founding 
partner of the program - has con- 
tributed more than $500,000. Many 
companies also offer mentoring and 
paid internships to selected program 
participants as part of a student’s aca- 
demic and career development plan. 

For more information please 
contact Natasha Bruce at (202) 872- 
4379. For more details about applying 
for a scholarship, visit 
www.chemistry.org/scholars, or call 
(800) 227-5558, Ext. 6250. 


You Can Help Your Child Learn to Read 


Foundations for reading: 
Children will develop an awareness of 
sounds and letters. Children will devel- 
op the building blocks for learning to 
read and write by understanding that 
language is made of words, the words 
are made of letters, and that letters rep- 
resent sounds. 

Use talk to express needs or 

feelings 

Use talk to enact or tell a story 

Ask questions: why, where who 
and when. 

Talk and listen in small groups 
(dinnertime conversation; sharing expe- 


riences at school, daycare or church). 
Respond to direct questions. 
Use different words to express 
the same idea. Use language to describe 
items and events 

Recognize and repeat nursery 
rhymes, songs and poems. 

Children explore and play with 
language to communicate with others. 
These are suggestions for you to use to 
build a solid foundation for reading. 

For more information call 
Linda Knee, Pre-K and Kindergarten 
Education Advisor, at 

(954) 989-6840. 



Emma Brown 


Students learn of incentives through the Higher Education Scholarship Program. 


Brighton Students Meet with Higher Education Advisor 


By Emma Brown 

On Thursday Jan. 15 students in grades 9-12 from the 
Brighton Reservation were invited to the Golden Corral restau- 
rant for a luncheon with Dora Bell, Higher Education Advisor, 
Tanya Huff, Employment and Training Counselor, and Emma 
Brown, Brighton Education Advisor. 

Bell informed the students about higher education 
scholarships they can apply for with the Seminole Tribe. She 
also told each child that each tribal citizen is eligible to attend 
college through this program. 

Bell also explained that tuition and some expenses, such 
as books, are fully paid for by the tribe, and each participant 
receives a stipend each month to assist them while attending 
school. As with any scholarship, there are rules, such as main- 
taining a 2.0 grade point average, and staying in contact with the 
Higher Education staff should the student decide to leave school 
during a semester. Bell told students she is available to assist stu- 
dents with matters such as college selection, career and degree 


choices, campus visits, etc. 

Huff shared with the students a little about vocational 
school and job training. For those students wishing to obtain a 
technical degree or certification in any area, such as culinary art, 
the Employment and Training Department will assist. This pro- 
gram functions a great deal like Higher Education. Employment 
and Training will also assist with job placement for those that 
would like to begin their work experience early. 

For those students less than 18 years of age, there are 
positions available that will allow you to work up to 20 hours 
per week. Each of the students attending the luncheon heard of 
many different options they are privy to being that they are tribal 
citizens. If you are interested in attending college, no matter 
what your age, please contact your local Education Department. 

The Higher Education Scholarship program is a great 
incentive for tribal citizens to attend college, and as a potential 
student, Dora Bell, or your respective Education Advisor, can 
help with planning. 


Brighton Reservation 's After School Program 


By Donny Arnold 

BRIGHTON — Seminole Tribe Fire 
Rescue firefighters Mike Hopkins and Donny 
Arnold took time out of their busy schedule on 
Thursday, Jan. 15, to offer fire prevention and 
safety instructions for the youth of the 
Brighton Reservation’s After School Program. 

They taught the children many 
aspects of fire prevention and safety such as: 
Learn not to burn, give matches and lighters to 
adults, the importance of smoke detectors in 
the home, and “stop, drop and roll.” They also 
taught the children to call 911 if an emergency 
occurs, and told them what information they 
need to tell the dispatcher. 

The firefighters gave the children fire 
safety stickers, pencils, fire safety coloring 
books, and their very own junior fire helmet. 


Donny Arnold 

Firefighter Mike Hopkins assists Delaney 
Osceola with spraying some water from the 
fire hose at the fire prevention and safety 
demonstration at the Brighton Gym on 
January 15, 2004. 



Meet the Brighton Students 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Bryan Arledge is the son of Arica and 
Shane Buck. He is in the 11th grade at Okeechobee High School 
and resides on the Brighton Reservation. Some of Bryan’s 
favorite activities include football, basketball, and being 
involved in Student Council at school. 

Arledge would like to attend Florida State University 
after he graduates, and set the pace for a successful career. He 
would like to major in architecture and someday build houses 
and buildings for the Seminole Tribe. 

He offered some motivating advice for young tribal 
members. 

“Don’t take the tribe for granted because they might not 
always be there,” Arledge said. “Stay in school, and don’t be 
recognized as the ‘typical Indian’.” 

It was spoken like someone well on his way to success- 
ful career. He said the biggest inspirational influence in his life 
has been Andrew Bowers, because he has gone beyond high 
school, and is working on a successful career. 



Alona Driggers is the daughter of Wade and Julie 
Driggers. She is a senior at Lake Placid High School where she 
plays softball and golf. 

Driggers plans on attending Texas A&M University 
and majoring in agricultural economics. After college, she plans 
on returning back to Florida to use her knowledge and degree to 
begin a successful career. 

She offered some advice to young tribal members com- 
ing up. 

“Stay in school, be involved, and keep up your grades,” 
Driggers said. 

Driggers gives her family credit for inspiring her 
because she feels they only accept her best and never allow her 
to settle for less. 

Jade Braswell is the daughter of Jay and Kay Braswell. 
She is a senior at Okeechobee High School and is involved in 
the rodeo, and a member of the Cattleman’s Association. 

Braswell also has chosen to learn the Creek language to 



Emma Brown 


Bryan Arledge 


satisfy her two-year foreign language requirement. Her primary 
goal is to attend college to study Indian law or forensic science. 

Once she has completes her studies, Jade wishes to 
return home and work for the tribe. 

Braswell’s advice to the younger generation is to, “get 
involved and excel in school because it will only hurt you in the 
future if you don’t.” 

Braswell said the biggest influences in her life are her 
parents because they have always inspired her to do her best, 
and to succeed in anything she wants to be. 

All three of these students are of strong character and 
remarkably talented. The Brighton Education Department is 
very proud that they are a part of us and the Seminole Tribe. 
Good luck to each of you, and may you achieve all of your 
goals. 



Emma Brown 


Jade Braswell 
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Warrior’s Boxing, Inc. Photo 


Two-time former heavyweight champion Michael Moorer TKO’s Brazilian heavy- 
weight Jose Da-Silva. 


Night of the Heavyweights 


By Nery Mejicano 

COCONUT CREEK, FL — On 

Jan. 17, Warrior’s Boxing Promotions 
provided boxing fans with an event that 
filled the Coconut Creek Casino’s arena to 
capacity. Following the successful 
Backyard Brawl Series in 2003, Warrior’s 
Boxing Promotions, in association with 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida Coconut 
Creek Casino, started the 2004 season 
with a bang. 

There were seven bouts, with the 


main event featuring two-time former 
heavyweight champion Michael Moorer 
facing Brazilian heavyweight Jose Da- 
Silva. 

During the seventh round, 

Moorer came out strong, punching Da- 
Silva into a confused and stumbling state. 
After landing a series of blows to the 
head, Da-Silva's team threw in the towel 
ending the bout and giving Moorer a vic- 
tory by total knock out (TKO). 

In other bouts, Eliaser Castillo of 
Miami, Fla. defeated Uriah Grant by 


knock out (KO) in round one. This bout 
was a no contest fight as Grant was no 
match for Castillo’s hard punches. 
Kendrick Releford of Forth Worth, Texas, 
was defeated by DaVarryl Williamson 
from Washington, D.C. in the ninth round, 
after Releford received a strong punch 
that resulted in a TKO by Williamson. 

Tito Mendoza, from Panama, a 
favorite of the South Florida fans, defeat- 
ed Ettianne Whitaker from Warren, Ohio 
by KO in the third round. 

In the longest fight of 
the night, Ramon Garbey, Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. won by unan- 
imous decision in the eleventh 
round against Jarmell Barnes 
of Rochester, N. Y. for the 
North American Boxing 
Organization Cruiserweight 
Championship. 

In the Light 

Heavyweight Division, Daniel 
Judah, Brooklyn, N.Y, defeat- 
ed Tiwon Tylor of Las Vegas, 
Nev., in the fifth round by 
KO. In his first professional 
bout, Julius Bishop of 
Clewiston, Fla. lost to Chad 
Butler of New Brunswick, 

N.J. by KO in round four. 

In all, this was anoth- 
er great example of the high 
quality fights featured by 
Warrior’s Boxing Promotions, 
which was named 2003 North 
American Boxing Association 
(NAB A) Promoter of the year. This is a 
major accomplishment considering this is 
only the second year for the Hollywood, 
Fla. based company. 

Warrior’s currently has four 
NAB A champions: Heavyweight Lance 
Whitaker, featherweight Whymer Garcia, 
Super bantamweight Celestino Caballero 
and flyweight Angel Priolo. 

In addition, Warrior’s has 
announced the signing of middleweight 
champion Daniel Santos of Puerto Rico. 



Warrior’s Boxing, Inc. Photo 

Tito Mendoza captured the WBC Latin American 
Super Middle Weight title. 


Florida High School Rodeo 



Tabitha Osceola 


Shelby Osceola placed sixth in breakaway roping and pole bending, 


By Tabby Osceola 

BRIGHTON — The Florida 
High School Rodeo was held at the 
Brighton Reservation, Saturday Jan 24. 
The weekend started with a 3 -Head 
Progressive Benefit Team Roping where 
Jason Grasshopper made it to the second 
Go three times, but had no luck in making 
it to the final round. 

On Saturday, the High School 
Rodeo started at 10:00 a.m. Trina Bowers 
and Shelby Osceola were ready to com- 
pete against other high school students 
throughout Florida. Trina Bowers compet- 
ed in barrel racing, breakaway roping and 
team roping where she placed fourth with 
her partner Jenna Adams. Osceola com- 
peted in goat tying, breakaway roping 
(where she placed sixth), barrel racing, 
pole bending (where she placed sixth) and 
team roping. 

Congratulations to Trina Bowers 
and Shelby Osceola for a successful day. 
The next High School Rodeo will be held 
in March in Ocala, Fla. where these two 
girls will likely compete again. 

The Fourth Annual Council 
Versus Board rodeo was held at the 
Immokalee Rodeo Grounds Saturday 
night, Jan. 24, 2004. The evening was 
kicked off with a barbecue given by the 


Board Representatives. Moses Jumper Jr. 
was the host for the evening and started 
the Rodeo off by thanking all the Board 
Representatives for their support. 

Congratulations to all, especially 
to the Board who ended up winning the 
trophy, which will be displayed in 
Immokalee until the next Council versus 
Board Rodeo, to be held in Big Cypress 
next year. 

The winners for the evening 
were: Mutton Busting: Calgary Jumper 
Calf Riding: Andre Jumper. Junior Bull 
Riding: No entries in this category. 

Senior Bull Riding: Clinton Holt. Barrel 
Racing (10 and younger): Acelyn 
Youngblood. Barrel Racing (11-16 years 
old): Shyla Jones. Barrel Racing (17 and 
older): Trina Bowers. Calf Scramble (12 
and younger): Chelsea Mancil. Youth 
Goat Team Roping: Andre Jumper & 
Bevlin Jumper. Team Penning: Josh 
Jumper and Naha Jumper. Ribbon 
Roping: Josh Jumper and Pauletta 
Bowers. Wild Cow Milking: Mike Henry 
& Joey Henry. Team Roping & 
Branding: Jennifer Mancil, Josh Jumper 
and Benny Hernandez. Trailer Race: 
Jennifer Mancil, Candy Mancil and Sam 
Allyson. Money the Hard Way: Ray 
Rivera. 


Canes Win Native American Students Association Title 



By Alexandra Frank 

PHILADELPHIA, 

MS. — The Choctaw Tribe of 
Pearl River hosted the Native 
American Sports Association 
(NASA) Tournament. The 28 
teams representing Choctaw, 

Cherokees, Seminole, 

Miccosukee, and Iroquois 
played at four gyms located on 
Choctaw land. 

The tournament start- 
ed on Thursday Jan. 8 and 
lasted until Saturday Jan. 10. 

The men’s teams played 55 
games in both the winners and 
losers brackets. The women 
teams played 24 games in the 
winners and losers brackets as 
well. 

The Canes started out 
with a strong lead in points, 
and as some of you may 
remember, they are the 2002 
NASA Champions. At the time 
of their win, they were one of 
the smallest teams to face the 
defending champions Iroquois Athletic 
Club (I AC). 

All that changed in 2003 when 
Express, a Choctaw team from 
Mississippi took last year’s title, which 
put the Canes in third place. The 
Choctaws had beaten out the Canes to 
snag second place. 

This year, the Canes came back 


with a vengeance, as they repeatedly 
defeated team after team of native players 
who were looking at a shot at winning the 
tournament. One of the most heated 
games played on the court was between 
the Canes and Express on Saturday morn- 
ing. Express, an experienced team loaded 
with talent, were set on maintaining their 
championship status. 

The game was one of talent, 
skill, aggression, and determina- 
tion. Tony Heard displayed his 
relentless skills as a power for- 
ward, while Charlie Frye dominat- 
ed the boards with lay-up shots 
and blocking. Anthony Huggins 
was dead on aim for three pointers 
as the Canes proved to be a force 
to reckoned with. 

The Canes defeated 
Express 65 -54. This did not sit 
well with the Choctaw fans, but 
eating humble pie doesn’t taste 
well when eaten with a grain of 
salt. The Canes continued their 
dominate streak racking in an 
impressive 50 point lead in one 
game while in other games, posted 
12-31 point lead. Despite all the 
unnecessary technical fouls called 
against Canes players, the points 


generated by the Canes came about with 
blood, and sweat. 

It paid off during the champi- 
onship when the Canes faced the second 
place winners from last year, the 
Choctaws. The game was close, but the 
Canes prevailed, defeated the Choctaws 
60 - 49 and walked away the 2004 NASA 
Champions. 

The Lady Seminoles were not as 
fortunate as the Canes lost, despite an 
impressive line up that included Mercedes 
Osceola and Lila Osceola. The team lost 
their first game on Friday night to last 
year’s champions, Native Honey’s. This 
meant the Lady Seminoles were in the 
loser’s bracket, and they had to battle 
their way out of the loser’s bracket with 
two games played back to back. 

They faced Native Honey’s in 
their final game but the back to back 
games had a draining effect on the women 
and their attempt at the championship 
title. The Lady Seminoles were defeated 
69- 55 and walked away with third place 
in the NASA Tournament. 

All Florida teams played with all 
they had; let us hope they continue to play 
in future NASA Tournaments with the 
championship title in their sights. 



The President's New Year 's Bowling Tournament 


By Paula Cassels 

DAVIE — On Jan. 18, Moses 
Osceola, Robert Frank and Dora Tiger 
presented The First President’s New Year's 
Bowling Tournament, held at the Don 
Carter's University Bowl in Davie. This 
tournament featured two sessions, in the 
first session seniors 50-59, 60 and more, 
and a youth division 6-llyrs. 12-17 yrs. 
competed in three games 3-6-9, regular 
and No Tap. Games in the second session 
Adults 1 8-49 had to have a partner to par- 
ticipate. During the bowling tournament 
ticket drawing for bowling bags, cash 
prizes and 27" flat screen televisions were 
held. The tournament ran late into the 
evening, and everyone enjoyed the bowl- 
ing tournament and went home with 
smiles. Special thanks, to Moses Osceola 
for sponsoring The President's New Year's 
Bowling Tournament. 

No Tap 

Seniors, 50 - 59: Joe Osceola, 246; Mary 
Tigertail, 237; Ronnie Doctor, 226; Mabel 
Doctor, 223; Dora Tiger, 209; Parker 
Jones, 205; Lois Smith, 190; Mary 
Bowers, 189; David Jumper, 168; Ruby 
Osceola, 156; Sammy Gopher, 155; 

Sonny N., 149; John (Bear) Osceola, 142; 
Jack Smith, 130; Christine N., 99. 

Super Seniors, 60 and older: 
Eugene Bowers, 266; Don Osceola, 232, 
Sammy Nelson, 202; Annie Jumper, 182; 
Dan Osceola, 181; Madell Osceola, 180; 
Archie Johns, 170; Mary Gay Osceola, 
169; Joe J. Billie, 156; Billy Micco, 155; 
Rosie Billie, 148; Louise Billie, 145; 
Lottie Baxley, 101; Alice Snow, 100. 
Regular 

Seniors, 50 - 59: Dora Tiger, 196; Mabel 
Doctor, 184; Jack Smith, 180; Sonny N., 
177; Mary Bowers, 172; Sammy Gopher, 
171; Joe Osceola, 166; David Jumper, 

147; Mary Tirgertail, 145; Ronnie Doctor, 
143; Ruby Osceola, 141; Lois Smith, 133; 
Parker Jones, 130; Shirley Sampson, 121; 
John (Bear) Osceola, 111. 

Super Seniors, 60 and older: 
Eugene Bowers, 211; Mary Gay Osceola, 
163; Joe J. Billie, 155; Archie Johns, 154; 
Sammy Nelson, 149; Dan Osceola, 148; 
Madell Osceola, 145; Alice Snow, 144; 
Don Osceola, 141; Annie Jumper, 133; 
Louise Billie, 131; Rosie Billie, 128; Billy 
Micco, 103; Lottie Baxley, 83. 

Alma Johns and Danny Jones, 
530 (combined score); Amanda Smith and 
Danny Tommie, 48 1 ; Cathy Jumper and 
Mike Micco, 472; Rosette Bowers and 
Damon Wilcox, 468; Jeanette Cypress and 
Chris Osceola, 465; Mary Wilcox and 
Andre Jumper, 456; Marilyn Doney and 
Leon Wilcox, 428; Gail Cypress and 
Derrick Thomas, 427; Brandi Clay and 
Joey Micco, 420; Denise Morin and 
Eugene Tiger, 412; Trish Wilcox and 
Albert Snow, 410; Dora Tiger and Roger 
Smith, 398; Crystal Smith and Mitch 
Osceola, 390; Rosette Jumper and Bobby 
Frank, 389; Linda Tommie and Garrett 
Osceola, 386. 

High woman: Alma Johns, 254 
High man: Chris Osceola, 278 

3-6-9 

Seniors, 50 - 59: David Jumper, 228; 
Mabel Doctor, 222; Ronnie Doctor, 220; 
Parker Jones, 215; Sammy Gopher, 214; 
Joe Osceola, 214; Jack Smith, 210; Dora 
Tiger, 194; Lois Smith, 194; Ruby 
Osceola, 193; Mary Bowers, 193; Mary 
Tigertail, 173; John (Bear) Osceola, 168; 
Lawrence Osceola, 150; Shirley Sampson, 


145. 

Super Seniors, 60 and older: 

Sammy Nelson, 210; Eugene Bowers, 
201; Dan Osceola, 194; Joe J. Billie, 189; 
Billy Micco, 180; Mary Gay Osceola, 
170; Annie Jumper, 167; Archie Johns, 
158; Lottie Baxley, 153; Don Osceola, 
149; Rosie Billie, 138; Madell Osceola, 
134; Alice Snow, 132; Louise Billie, 118. 

Cathy Jumper and Danny 
Tommie, 449 (combined score); Amanda 
Smith and Marcy Osceola, 428; Rosette 


Bowers and Chris Osceola, 418; Vivian 
Delgado and Elton Shore, 416; Betsy 
Franco and Bill Johns, 405; Mary 
Tigertail and Andre Jumper, 404; Alma 
Johns and Eugene Tiger, 402; Tommie 
Billie and Lawrence Balentine, 389; Trish 
Wilcox and Philman Bowers, 397; Brandi 



Clay and Blake Osceola, 396; Crystal 
Smith and Leon Wilcox Jr., 395; Shirley 
Sampson and Leon Wilcox, 385; Diane 
Smith and Remus Griffin, 385; Michelle 
Osceola and Matthew Cypress, 382; Lois 


Smith and Joe B. Osceola, 381. High 
woman: Tie; Betsy Franco and Mary 
Tigertail, 203. High Man: Marcy Osceola, 
277 

1st Regular 

Crystal Smith and Marcy Osceola, 402 
(combined score); Elton Shore and Farrah 
Jones, 399; Brett Osceola and Mitch 
Osceola, 388; Monica Cypress and Mike 
Micco, 370; Michelle Osceola and Leon 
Wilcox, 368; Betsy Franco and Remus 
Griffin, 363; Mary Wilcox and Damon 


Wilcox, 360; Jackie Thompson and Andre 
Jumper, 355; Alma Johns and Bill Johns, 
348; Brandi Cox and Milo Osceola, 345; 
Lois Smith and David Jumper, 341; Dora 
Tiger and Rufus Tiger, 340; Beulah 
Gopher and Lawrence Balentine, 340; 
Rosetta Bowers and Danny Jones, 339; 
Shannon Gopher and Sampson Gopher, 
337. High woman: Mary Wilson, 200. 
High man: Marcy Osceola, 242. 

2nd Regular 

Jeanette Cypress and Eugene Tiger, 390 
(combined score); Beulah Gopher and 
Bobby Frank, 374; Dora Tiger and 
Derrick Thomas, 369; Alma Johns and 
Andre Jumper, 359; Brandi Clay and 
Danny Jumper, 355; Mary Bowers and 
Roger Bean, 354; Diane Smith and Danny 
Tommie, 349; Farrah Jones and Kenny 
Doney, 348; Rosie Billie and Alvin 
Buster, 339; Rosette Bowers and Marcy 
Osceola, 335; Cathy Jumper and Matthew 
Cypress, 330; Monica Cypress and Elton 
Shore, 325; Jackie Thompson and Parker 
Jones, 320; Lois Smith and Blake 
Osceola, 368. 

High woman: Terry Frank, 191 
High man: Eugene Tiger, 227 
Ages 6-11 

Tommie Jackson, 367; Clarissa Jumper, 
356; Deforrest Carter, 343; Janet Smith, 
339; Nathan Gopher, 338; Catlen 
Tommie, 333; Marshall Tommie, 332; 
Kristen Doney, 324; Dalton Jumper, 310; 
Jonathan Robins, 309; Tristen Wilcox, 

309; Richard Smith, 295; MaKayla Snow, 
289; Tameron Wilcox, 243; Rumor Juarez, 
240. 

Ages 12 - 17 

Mary Huff, 450; Robert Frank III, 445; 
Hillard Gopher, 436; Jerome Davis, 408; 
Cordell Jumper, 396; Dejong Frank, 374; 
Gregory Carter, 352; Ruby Harrell, 339; 
Jewel Buck, 328. 
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Continued from page 1 

Jumper said she has suffered 
from diabetes for 36 years and back then 
the tribe did not know how severely this 
disease would strike Native Americans. 
She said she wanted to serve as an exam- 
ple that diet and exercise will prevent 
what happened to her. 

“The way the young 
people are walking and run- 
ning today, if they do this, I 
hope they won’t get diabetes 
later,” she said. 

The enthusiastic 713 
participants showed up in the 
early morning hours to test 
their physical fitness on 
Saturday Jan. 17, enduring the 
shivering early-morning cold 
and then sweating from the 
sun as it warmed up during the 
race. 

Before the race 
began, words of encourage- 
ment came from the tribal rep- 
resentatives of each reserva- 
tion. 

“It is good to have 
friendly competition,” said 
Hollywood Tribal 
Representative Max Osceola 
Jr. “But, today, it is not just 
teams from Brighton, 

Hollywood, Tampa, 

Immokalee and Big Cypress 
competing against each other. 

Today we are also team 
Seminole.” 

“You are here to 
prove something,” he contin- 
ued. “You are proving we are 
here for our health.” 

Regarding the challenge of the 
race, he brought a laugh to the 
crowd when he said: “The last 
time I ran this far, I was chas- 
ing girls.” 

It was evident this 
event was a family affair with many 
moms and dads pushing their babies in 
the stroller category. Rachel Smith of Big 
Cypress pushed her baby, Julia, in the 
stroller category, while her husband, 

Mike, and son, Robert, walked. 

“This is about staying healthy, 
staying clean, no drugs, no alcohol,” 
Smith said. 

Parents set the example bringing 
their older children and doing the rally 
with them. Brighton resident Matt Gopher 
walked in the race as did his two daugh- 


race was first place runner, Jordan Jones, 
who had placed second in last year’s race. 

Jones said he did not practice the 
course, but he stays in shape playing bas- 
ketball during the year. This tall, lanky 
ninth grader ran the course in 12 minutes, 
47 seconds. Rodriguez said they switched 
places this year but he looks forward to 
2005 when he will try to take back first 
place. 

No event this large 
and successful happens acci- 
dentally. Sponsors and organ- 
izers started planning for this 
event in October. There were 
many people involved, but 
most important were the team 
captains of each reservation 
who worked at getting as large 
a turnout as possible. 

The captains for Big 
Cypress were: Candy Cypress, 
Cathy Cypress, Cherelee Hall, 
Vera Herrera, Rochelle 
Osceola, and Clea Billie. 
Brighton/Tampa: Terry Hahn, 
Patty Waldron, Amanda Smith 
and Lonnie Gore. From 
Hollywood/Ft. Pierce/Trail: Bo 
Young, Jo North, Holly Tiger 
and Diane Buster. 
Immokalee/Naples: David 
Billie and Maria Billie. 

Sponsors included the 
Chairman and Tribal 
Representatives, the 
President’s Office and Board 
Representatives, the Seminole 
Tribe Recreation and Health 
Department, and Nike, Inc. 
Numerous volunteers included 
the Seminole Police 
Department, Seminole 
Fire Rescue, and the Glades 
County Emergency Medical 
Service. 

Perhaps the closing 
words of the master of cere- 
monies, John Madrigal, said it 
all. 

“We went from 620 
participants last year to 7 1 3 
this year,” he said. “Next year let’s make 
it 1,000.” 

Then he reminded everyone why 
they ran, why they walked, and that win- 
ning wasn’t the most important thing. 

“We are glad to see you taking 
care of your health,” Madrigal said. “We 
are glad you came out. This makes your 
heart strong - and that makes the tribe 
strong. The only way you can lose is by 
not showing up.” 


ters, Shemi and Shay. Gopher said he had 
gained weight and this walk was motiva- 
tion for him to start an exercise program 
again. 

“We have a tribe with a lot of 
diabetes which leads to poor health,” 
Gopher said. 

Sisters Lorraine Posada and 
Lenora Roberts competed against each 
other as well as the other reservations. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Agnes Jumper was determined to complete the three mile 
journey. 


Posada placed 3rd in the runner’s divi- 
sion, while Roberts placed 4th. 

“My sister won last year so I 
wanted to keep up with her,” said Posada. 
“We come from one of the smaller com- 
munities; we wanted to put Immokalee on 
the Seminole map. I have been practicing 
all year and it paid off.” 

Last year’s first place winner, 
Lalo Rodriguez, representing Brighton, 
came in second in the race this year. Just 
ahead of him by a few yards for the entire 


Guests of Seminole Tribe Impressed by Rez Rally 


By Michael Kelly 

BRIGHTON — Wahilla 
Doonkeen, Band Chief for the Mikasuki 
Nation in Oklahoma City, OK said he was 
highly impressed at the 4th Annual Rez 
Rally held in Brighton. 

“I’m taking this event back home 
to my band in Oklahoma,” said 
Doonkeen. “This is a great event and 
there is no excuse we can’t duplicate it. 
There are approximately 1 ,400 people in 
our band, and after experiencing this 
event, I would like to challenge each and 
every member to participate. It can be 
done.” 

Doonkeen, a guest of Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, met him about three 
years ago and recalled his enthusiasm for 
being healthy. Cypress understands the 
importance of diet and exercise and the 
consequences of diabetes. 

”My diabetes levels were very 
high, but with exercise and a proper diet, 
I’ve gone from 365 to 165,’’ said Cypress. 
”We need to get the message across now 
to our young children about the dangers 


of diabetes.” 

Although Doonkeen is excited 
about bringing the memories of an event 
like the Rez Rally back to her home state, 
she realizes there are obstacles. 

“It’s difficult for the Creek 
Nation and Mikasuki Nation because 
they’re so spread out, said Doonkeen. 

“The Creek Nation is spread over 1 1 
counties, while the Mikasuki Nation is 
mixed in an urban setting,” 

If there was one element of the 
Rez Rally that impressed the guests of 
Chairman Cypress was that all the reser- 
vations gathered together for such an 
important cause. 

“I’m really impressed with this 
event,” said Matt Tiger, a Minister from 
the Creek Nation in Oklahoma. “We could 
try to get something like this together 
back home.” 

Rusty Powell, also a member of 
the Creek Nation and a Deacon, said, 
“Because we are spread out in 1 1 coun- 
ties, it makes it hard to come together like 
this, but we’ve set up health fairs in the 


past and gotten a good response from the 
community.” 

“We do hold community events 
and health fairs, but not on this scale,” 
said Clarence Johnson, of the Creek 
Nation. “We’re starting to implement dia- 
betes awareness events to our community. 
We’ll start small and hope that the events 
grow like they’ve done here.” 

The Rez Rally didn’t begin with 
hundreds of participants four years ago, 
Chairman Cypress recalled the first rally. 

“The first year we held the Rez 
Rally, we had about 1 00 people” he said. 
“This year we have over 700 people. The 
event keeps growing, but I want to set a 
goal of 1000 people next year.” 

“This event is a great combina- 
tion of healthy competition, healthy food, 
and friendship,” Cypress continued. “I 
think a reason for the success of this event 
is that people don’t want to miss out on 
the fun and health. Be healthy and have 
fun.” 


Health Department Enjoys "Healthy” Turnout at Rez Rally 


By Michael Kelly 

BRIGHTON — Connie 
Whidden and Suzanne Davis were all 
smiles as they saw the huge number of 
tribal citizens participating in the 4th 
Annual Rez Rally. Months of hard work 
and preparation paid off as nearly a quar- 
ter of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
walked, ran, or strolled their way to better 
health. 

“Fitness is for every age and 
every level,” said Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress. “The Reservation Rally repre- 
sents individuals, families and communi- 
ties coming together to make a difference 
in the health of the Tribe. Together we are 
stronger and every year we get better.” 

Fitness Director Vicky 
Barogiannis leads the tribe’s efforts in 
making exercise a priority. 

“We beat our total participant 
numbers this year. We went from 629 in 
2003 to 713 people enrolled in the race,” 
said Connie Whidden, Allied Health 
Director. ”It was great to see so many 
people out to participate in the Rez 
Rally.” 

Suzanne Davis, Allied Program 
Health Manager, was pleased to see 
everyone take such a vested interest in 
their health. 

So how important has the Rez 
Rally become? Nike, Inc. and Kinko’s are 
just two of the sponsors that recognize the 
growing popularity of the Rez Rally. 
Thanks to Nike, Inc., anyone who com- 


pleted the Rally received a voucher for a 
pair of athletic shoes. 

Dr. Robert H. Sheinberg, foot 
and ankle specialist, was just one of the 
committed professionals available to 
assist Rally participants with foot issues 
and shoe fittings. Dr. Sheinberg stressed 
that proper foot care is essential for peo- 
ple of all ages, especially people with dia- 
betes. 

“Children should be assessed for 
flat feet which have been found to be very 
common among Native American youth,” 
said Dr. Sheinberg. “Proper orthotics will 
alleviate future foot problems." 

While many enjoyed the friendly 
laidback atmosphere of the rally, some 
individuals are taking the competition 
seriously. 

“I heard many people say that 
they trained for the event,” said Whidden. 
“This tells me that some people are begin- 
ning to take responsibility for their health. 
It was really good to see all the council 
representatives also participate. I think 
everyone did a wonderful job at working 
together to organize this event.” 

“Team effort coming from all 
different tribal programs makes this event 
a success,” added Whidden. “I also want 
to thank the team captains from the differ- 
ent reservations who put so much effort 
into this.” 

Davis, along with a host of vol- 
unteers who braved the predawn cold, is 
already gearing up for next year’s Rally. 


Additional Diabetes Facts 


A big thank you to Brighton 
Building and Grounds and Jody Goodman 
for their many efforts to make the 2004 
Rez Rally a sparkling success. 


Center for Disease Control and 
Indian Health Service Diabetes 
Facts from 2000 

It has been estimated that 17 
million people in the U.S. have dia- 
betes. 

Diabetes: U.S. population - 
Approximately 6.2% 

Diabetes: Seminole Tribe of 
Florida - Approximately 15% 

Nationwide cost of diabetes: 
$3.4 billion 

U.S. cost in medical expendi- 
tures and lost productivity climbed 
from $98 billion in 1997 to $132 bil- 
lion in 2002 (American Diabetes 
Association publication in March 2003 
issue of Diabetes Care Magazine) 

Cardiovascular Disease is the 
leading killer in diabetes patients. 
Research has proven that regular exer- 
cise can prevent or delay the onset of 
diabetes. 

Regular exercise is an 
extremely important part of controlling 
sugar in people with diabetes. 

For more information on dia- 
betes please contact your local clinic 
staff, health educator or nutritionist. 


A Diabetes Prevention Program Study ended their study 
early to report their results to the New England Journal of 
Medicine. 

According to the American Diabetes Association 
(ADA), by adopting a moderate, consistent diet and exercise pro- 
gram, many people with risk for developing Type 2 Diabetes can 
stop the disease before it becomes irreversible. 

’’Some of the positive effects that physical activity can 
have on patients with Type 2 Diabetes are: Lower obesity rates, 


strengthened heart, stabilized blood sugar, and cells will become 
more responsive to insulin,” said Dr. Barry Goldstein, Director 
of Endocrinology at Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia, 
PA. 

He added, ’’Regular, moderate physical activity clearly 
helps to manage diabetes in those who have it and definitely can 
prevent it from happening among people at high risk for the dis- 
ease." 
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Fourth Annual Reservation Rally ❖ 

2004 Reservation Rally Winners 


If you have any questions on the results, 
please Contact Vicky Barogiannis at (954) 
347-4104 

Children (12 and Under) 

Female Runners 

1st, Nelson, Kayla, BR 
2nd, Nunez, Destiny, BR 
3rd, Delarose, La Rissa, Immk 
4th, Billie, Natasha, BC 
5th, Billie, Shawna, BC 

Children (12 and Under) 

Male Runners 

1st, Tommie, Catlen, BC 
2nd, Randolph, Seth, BR 
3rd, Tommie, Lavonta, Hlywd 
4th, Youngblood, Daylon, BR 
5th, Beardon, William, BR 

Children (12 and Under) 

Female Walkers 

1st, Osceola, Courtney, Hlywd 
2nd, Buck, Jewel, BR 
3rd, Tommie, Jennifer, BR 
4th, Bowers, Sierra, BC 
5th, Macelroy, Beth, Immk 

Children (12 and Under) 

Male Walkers 

1st, Cypress, Oshanne, BC 
2nd, Huff, Ty, BR 
3rd, Hernanadez, Allen, Immk 
4th, Osceola, Trevor, Hlywd 
5th, Thomas, Layton, BR 

Juniors (13 - 17) 

Female Runners 

1st, Osceola, Jeanne, BR 
2nd, Huff, Mary, BR 
3rd, Smith, Brittany, BR 
4th, Osceola, Reba, BR 
5th, Tommie, Monique, Hlywd 

Juniors (13 - 17) 

Male Runners 

1st, Jones, Jordan, BR 
2nd, Madrigal, Garrett, BR 
3rd, Taylor, Stanley, BR 
4th, Cypress, Alex, BC 
5th, Osceola, Lucas, BR 

Juniors (13 - 17) 

Female Walkers 

1 st, Osceola, Tasha, Hlywd 
2nd, Marrero, Lazara, Immk 
3rd, Osceola, Keyah, BR 
4th, Osceola, JoJo, Hlywd 
5th, Sapp, Shamia, Hlywd 

Juniors (13 - 17) 

Male Walkers 

1st, Billie, Byron, BC 
2nd, McCall, Casey, Hlywd 
3rd , Pumpkin, TJ, BC 
4th, Osceola, Joseph, Hlywd 
5th, Pumpkin, Marcus, BC 

Adult 1 (18 - 35) 

Female Runners 

1st, Osceola, Mercedes, Hlywd 
2nd, Billie, Rebecca, BC 
3rd, Roberts, Lenora, Immk 
4th, Posada, Lorriane, Immk 
5th, Billie, Clea, BC 

Adult 1 (18 - 35) 

Male Runners 

1st, Cypress, Tyrone, BC 

2nd, Brugh, Cody; Turtle, Adam, BR 

3rd, Bowers, Wilson, BC 

4th, Buckly, Clayton, BC 

5th, Briggs, Marcus, BC 


Adult 1 (18 - 35) 

Female Walkers 

1st, Huff, Jimmie, BR 
2nd, Brown, Emma, BR 
3rd, Billie, Tommie, BC 
4th, Tiger, Holly, Hlywd 
5th, Tommie, Angela, Hlywd 

Adult 1 (18 - 35) 

Male Walkers 

1st, Sander, Gary (Trail), Hlywd 
2nd, Andrews, Nicolas, BC 
3rd , Jim, Herbert, Hlywd 
4th, Koontz, Darren, BR 
5th, Johns, Todd, BR 

Adult 2 (36 - 49) 

Female Runners 

1st, Lambert, Dee, BR 
2nd, Madrigal, Sheila, BR 
3rd, Billie, Almira, BC 
4th, Buster, Helene, BR 
5th, Clay, Shirley, BC 

Adult 2 (36 - 49) 

Male Runners 

1st, Hall, Jeremiah, BC 
2nd, Brown, Avant, BR 
3rd, Huff, Alan, BR 
4th, Madrigal, Magoo, BR 
5th, Johns, Jeff, BR 

Adult 2 (36 - 49) 

Female Walkers 

1st, Bowers, Ana, BC 
2nd, Madrigal, Mahala, BR 
3rd, Jones, Rose, BR 
4th, Braswell, Kay, BR 
5th, Tiger, Marilyn, BC 

Adult 2 (36 - 49) 

Male Walkers 

1st, Doney, Ken, BR 
2nd, Osceola, Kevin, BR 
3rd , Bowers, Richard, BC 
4th, Braswell, Jay, BR 
5th, Smith, Tracy, Hlywd 

Seniors (50 - 59) 

Female Runners 

1st, Waldron, Patty, BR 

Seniors (50 - 59) 

Male Runners 

1st, Shomo, John, BC 
2nd, Osceola, Pete Jr., BR 
3rd, Johns, Billie Joe, BR 
4th, Bowers, Andy, BR 
5th, Sweat, Buddy, BR 

Seniors (50 - 59) 

Female Walkers 

1st, Bowers, Agnes, BR 
2nd, Osceola, Louise, BC 
3rd, Jumper, Lucille, BC 
4th, Tigertail, Mary, BC 
5th, Bowers, Wanda, Hlywd 

Seniors (50 - 59) 

Male Walkers 

1st, Cypress, Mitchell, BC 
2nd, Johns, Willie, BR 
3rd , Bowers, Paul, BC 
4th, Roberts, Harley, BC 
5th, Phillip, Jumper, BC 

Super Seniors (60 and Up) 
Female Runners 

1st, Jones, Martha, BR 

Super Seniors (60 and Up) 
Male Runners 

1st, Tichener, Terry, BR 
2nd, Micco, Billy, BR 


Super Seniors (60 and Up) 

Female Walkers 

1st , McDuffie, Edna TIE, BC 

1st, Haught, Mabel TIE, BR 

2nd, Johns, Alma, Hlywd 

3rd, Jumper, Annie, Hlywd 

4th, Billie, Louise, BC 

5th, Tommie, Virginia (Frances), BC 

Super Seniors (60 and Up) 

Male Walkers 

1st, Johns, Stanlo, BR 
2nd, Bowers, Dan, BR 
3rd , Micco, Howard, BR 
4th, Jumper, Alan, BC 
5th, Billie, John, BC 

Stroller - Female 

1 st, Youngman, Rita, BR 
2nd, Jones, Ginger, BR 
3rd, Thomas, Michelle, BR 
4th, Smith, Rachel, BC 
5th, Jumper, Kathy, BC 

Stroller - Male 

1st, Thomas, Jason, BR 
2nd, Billie, Hunter, BC 
3rd, Cypress, Roy, BC 
4th, Stockton, Kassim, BC 
5th, Bowers, Elrod, Hlywd 

Wheelchair 

BC, Billie, Rosie 
BC, Cypress, Lydia 
BC, Cypress, Theo 
BR, Billie, Rosie 
BR, Johns, Mary 
BR, Jones, Happy 
BR, Jumper, Agnes 
BR, Snow, Alice 
BR, Tommie, Juanita 
BR, Tommie, Virginia Lee 
BR, Villa, Josephine 

Family 

1st, Tina Gore Family, BR 
2nd , Rosie Billie, BC 
3rd , Elsie Smith, BR 

Employee (Adults Only) 

Female Runners 

1st, Brown, Niki, BR 
2nd, Burges, Mika, Hlywd 
3rd, Moncada, Maria, Hlywd 
4th, Brown, Sherrelle, Hlywd 
5th, Silva, Caridad, Hlywd 

Employee (Adults Only) 

Male Runners 

1st, Rodriquez, Lalo, BR 
2nd, Mavroides, Chris, BR 
3rd, Brown, Jamie, BR 
4th, Silva, Mario, Hlywd 
5th, Pearce, Levi, BR 

Employee (Adults Only) 

Female Walkers 

1st, Curry, Rushelle, BC 
2nd, Reis, Trisha, BC 
3rd, Molina, Dailia, BC 
4th, Parrish, Tamara, BC 
5th, Olitzky, Mary, Hlywd 

Employee (Adults Only) 

Male Walkers 

1st, Bay on, Kenny, Hlywd 
2nd, Whiddon, Brian, BR 
3rd , Yates, Keith, BR 
4th, Clough, Carter, BC 
5th , Redd, Eddie, BC 
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Just a few minutes of time 

can last a lifetii 




a dittencnce by spending time with ynur 
staying involved with. rliemyon cm help keep 

ikem away from drills 


Office of National Drug C ofitful Policy 
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Lost Nephew 

Carlo W. Baker, Jr. 

Last seen in Haines, FL 
Contact: 

Carol Luna 
PO Box 687 
Winnebago, NE 68071 
Phone #(402) 878-3137 



Notice 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court Department 
SUFFOLK Division 
[SEAL] 

Docket No. 03D1739 

Summons By Publication 

Ernst Cherry , Plaintiff(s) 
v. 

Myriam Cherry , Defendant(s) 

To the above named Defendant(s): 

A Complaint has been presented to this 
Court by the Plaintiff(s), Myriam Cherry , seeking a 


divorce . 

You are required to serve upon Dane M. 
Shulman, Esq. - plaintiff(s) - attorney for plaintiff(s) 
- whose address is 1596 Blue Hill Avenue, Mattapan, 
MA 02126 you answer on or before April L 2004 . If 
you fail to do so, the court will proceed to the hearing 
and adjudication of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer in the office of the 
Register of this Court at Boston . 

Witness, John M. Smoot , Esquire, First 
Justice of said Court at Boston , this 23rd day of 
January 2004 . 

Publication: in Hollywood, Florida 

[SIG] Richard Iannella 
Register of Probate Court 
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Shelley Marmor 


Christine McCall (center) finished with 10 pionts and 15 rebounds helping lead the Sharks to victory. 


Basketball Star Plays in Homecoming Game 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD 

— On Jan. 30, Christine 
McCall, daughter of Wanda 
Bowers, helped lead the 
Sheridan Hills Christian 
Sharks high school varsity 
basketball team to victory 
in their homecoming game 
against the Wellington 
Christian School Eagles 48- 
21 . 

McCall had to sit 
out the first quarter of the 
game because she is a jun- 
ior, and the rules mandated 
that seniors must play the 
first quarter in the home- 
coming game. She, howev- 
er, came back strong in the 
last three quarters, scoring 
10 points and grabbing 15 
rebounds. 

The Sharks’ Coach 
Eric Spee says this is typi- 
cal of McCall, who leads 
the team in scoring, 
rebounds, and blocks. 

“For the season 
she’s averaging 10 points 
per game,” he said. 

McCall’s skills are 
so imperative on the court 
Coach Spee is making her 
the team’s captain next sea- 
son. 



Shelley Marmor 

Christine leads the Sharks in scoring, rebounding and blocks. 


FOR YOUR LOWEST PRICE, TRIBE HOTLINE: 1-888-404-7497 



MAROON! AUTOPLAZA HAS AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR 


SEMINOLE & MICCOSUKEE TRIBAL 
MEMBERS & TRIBE EMPLOYEES 



SHOP IN COMFORT IN THE WORLD r S LARGEST INDOOR SHOWROOM. WITH THOUSANDS OF CARS, 

TRUCKS & VANS UNDER COVER, YOU WON'T GET CAUGHT IN THE RAIN! 



Maroone ».Auto Plaza 


’ CHEVY ■ NISSAN - OLDS * ISUZU 
* K I A - CUSTOM VANS * USED CARS 


ON PINES/HOLLYWOOD BLVD. just west of university drive 



MNOEIQUNN 





954-609-6922 


STORE MOUKSr MONDAY 1 SATURDAY * 9 - SUNDAY 11-6 - SLFfYlGL IIOUKS: MONDAY F KID AT 7 a 7 - SATURDAY M 
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Job Opportunities 


For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at 954-967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, Drug Screening is a requirement of employment, 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


HOLLYWOOD 

Position: Budget Analyst 
Dept: Accounting 
Position still available. 

Salary: Negotiable with exp. with benefits 

Position: Quality Control Technician 

Dept: Water Resources 

Position Opens: 11-10-03 

Position Closes: 11-24-03 

Salary $25,000.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist 
Dept: Health 
Position Opens: 1-12-04 
Position Closes: 1-26-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Network Administrator 
Dept: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 11-24-03 
Position Closes: 12-08-03 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Dental Assistant (Part time) 

Dept: Health 
Position Opens: 1-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: $19,968.00 - $26, 291.00 

Position: Jr. Programmer Analyst 
Dept: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 1-26-04 
Position Closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Outreach Worker 
Dept: CAA 
Position Opens:9-2-03 
Position Closes: 9-15-03 
Salary: $8. 00/hr with benefits 

Position: Building Manager 

Dept: DSO Complex 

Position Opens: 1-19-04 

Position Closes: when filled 

Salary $28,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Vehicle & Equip Coordinator 
Dept: Fixed Asset, Accounting 
Position Opens: 12-22-03 
Position Closes: 1-12-04 

Salary: $20, 800.00 - $24, 960.00 annually with bene- 
fits 

Position: Fixed Asset Accountant 
Dept: Accounting 
Position Opens: 12-22-03 
Position Closes: 1-12-04 

Salary: $30,000 - $37,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Finish Carpenter (2) 

Dept: Housing 
Position Opens: 9-2-03 
Position still available 
Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Rough Carpenter 
Dept: Housing 
Position Opens: 9-2-03 
Position still available 
Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Resource Specialist (Elig. & Util) 

Dept: Health 
Position Opens: 12-15-03 
Position Closes: 12-29-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Purchasing Agent (non-Certified) 

Dept: Seminole Police Dept 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: ABE/GED Teacher 

Dept: Employment & Training, Education 

Position Opens: 1-19-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary $36,000.00 annually with benefits 

BIG CYPRESS 

Position: Tour Guide 
Dept: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10-13-03 
Position Closes: 10-27-03 
Salary: $7. 50/hr with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T & P/T 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary Negotiable with experience with benefits 

Position: Environmental & Safety Worker 

Dept: Health 

Position Opens: 12-15-03 

Position Closes: 12-29-03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 
Dept: Ahfachkee School 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable w/exp. with benefits. 

Position: Fire Inspector 
Dept: Emergency Services 
Position Opens: 12-8-03 
Position Closes: 12-22-03 
Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Administrator, Emergency Services 
Dept: Emergency Services 
Position Opens: 12-01-03 
Position Closes: 12-15-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Fuel Truck Driver/Line Man 

Dept: Aviation 

Position Opens: 1-5-04 

Position Closes: 1-19-04 

Salary: $18,720.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Water Sampler 

Dept: Water Resources 

Position Opens: 1-12-04 

Position Closes: 1-26-04 

Salary: $21,840.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Elementary Educ Teacher 
Dept: Ahfachkee 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Bus Driver 
Dept: Ahfachkee 


Position Opens : 1-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 

Position: Food Prep. & Service Assoc. 

Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-27-03 
Position Closes: 11-10-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 11-3-03 
Position Closes: 11-17-03 
Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Ast. Store Manager 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens : 1 0-2 1 -03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience with benefits 

Position: Elem. Music Teacher 
Dept: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 10-20-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 
Salary: $23,920 annually with benefits 

Position: Community Health Rep. 

Dept: Health 
Position still available. 

Salary: $20,800 - $22,880.00 annually with benefits. 

BRIGHTON 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Dept: Utilities 
Position still available. 

$ 18,700 annually with benefits. 

Position: Video Programmer, P/T 
Dept: Broadcasting 
Position still available. 

Salary: $8. 00/hr. 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T & P/T 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary Negotiable with experience with benefits 

Position: Transporter 
Dept: Health 
Position Opens: 9-8-03 
Position still available 

Salary: $18, 720 - $20,592 annually with benefits 

Position: Ast. Store Mgr. 

Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience with benefits 

Position: Bus Driver 
Dept: Education 
Position Opens: 1-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Negotiable with experience 

Position: Counselor II 
Dept: Family Services 
Position Opens: 1- 5-04 
Position Closes: 1-19-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher Aide (3) 

Dept: Preschool 

Position Opens: 8-18-03 

Position Closes: 9-2-03 

Salary: negotiable with benefits & education 

Position: Water Resources Mgt. Coord. 

Dept: Water Resources Dept. 

Position still available. 

Salary: $ 30, 000 annually w/ benefits. 

Position: Weed Control Technician 

Dept: Water Resources 

Position Opens: 11-10-03 

Position Closes: 11-24-03 

Salary $19,760.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Heavy Equipment Mechanic 
Dept: Natural Resource Program 
Position Opens: 10-27-03 
Position Closes: 11-10-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Water Sampler 

Dept: Water Resources 

Position Opens: 1-12-04 

Position Closes: 1-26-04 

Salary: $21,840.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Heavy Equipment Operator 
Dept: Water Resources 
Position Opens: 11-10-03 
Position Closes: 11-24-03 
Salary: $21,840.00 with benefits 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Dept: Family Services, Health 
Position still available. 

Salary Negotiable with benefits 

FORT PIERCE 

Position: Counselor II 
Dept: Family Services, Health 
Position still available. 

Salary Negotiable with benefits, 

IMMOKALEE 

Position: Counselor II 
Dept: Family Services, Health 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Cultural/Lang. Instructor 
Dept: Culture Education 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Dept: Recreation 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits. 

Position: Teacher I 

Dept: Preschool 

Position Opens: 11-24-03 

Position Closes: 12-08-03 

Salary: Negotiable w/experience w/benefits 

Position: Operator Maint. Trainee (1) 

Dept: Utilities 
Position still available. 

$ 18,700 annually with benefits. 


Position: Nutritionist /Health Educator 

Dept: Health 

Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Dept: Family Services, Health 
Position still available. 

Salary negotiable with benefits 


Tribune Jobs 


Positions Available at the Seminole Tribune ! 

Interested in writing articles and covering 
events for the Seminole Tribe of Florida? The 
Seminole Tribune currently has positions available. 
Each position offers a competitive salary, flexible 
working hours, and a chance to travel. 

Freelance Reporter: Write stories and 
cover events. For example, if you live in Brighton, 
generally you will cover events there, or ones that are 
close by. Basic 35mm and/or digital camera experi- 
ence are needed. A good understanding of grammar 
rules and solid writing skills are important. A valid 
driver’s license is required. Strong computer skills 
needed (Windows/MS Office, Word). 

If you would like more information, please 
call the Human Resources Department at (954) 967- 
3403, or the Seminole Tribune at (954) 967-3416. 


Emergency Services 

Position: Fire Inspector/Public Education Specialist 
Location: Big Cypress and Other Reservations 
Salary: $38,000. (negotiable) Plus Benefits 

Responsibilities include: Fire safety inspec- 
tions of fire suppression and notification systems, 
new construction, existing occupancies and hazardous 
material sites. Manage Hazardous Material Program. 
Provide presentations on fire safety to educate the 
public and employees of the Tribe. Accept other 
duties as required. Essential for satisfactory perform- 
ance are: good communication skills (verbal and 
written), the ability to work with the public in a cour- 
teous manner, the ability to work in a “self directed” 
environment, a working knowledge of the National 
Fire Protection Agency’s Life Safety Code, State 
Building Codes including the rules and regulations of 
the State Fire Marshal’s Office and the ability to 
research and comprehend technical material. Ability 
to travel between all Reservations (Statewide) is 
mandatory. 

Minimum Qualifications: Current State of 
Florida Fire Inspector Certification, experience con- 
ducting Fire Inspections and working with the public. 

*Preference will be given to candidates pos- 
sessing State of Florida Firefighter Certification, rele- 
vant college degrees and certifications plus extensive 
Fire Inspection/Public Education experience. 

Other Requirements: High School Diploma, Valid 
Florida Driver’s License, Ability to pass an extensive 
Background Investigation and Drug Screen 





HOLLYWOOD, FL 



TRIBAL JOB FAIR 


The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino is hosting a Tribal Job 
Fair on Monday February 9, 2004 from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at 
3101 North Slate Road 7 (previously the World Ford building). 

The Seminole Hard Rock team is proud to support the Tribal 
community. 

Please remember the following items: 

• Tribal CIB Card 

• Driver’s License 

• Social Security Card 

INTERNAL JOB FAIR 


The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino is hosting an Internal 
Job Fair on Thursday, February 12, 2004 from 4:00 p.m. to 1 1:00 
p.m. at 3101 North State Road 7 (previously the World Ford 
building). 

The Seminole Hard Rock team focuses on promoting and 
development from within the organization. 

Please remember the following items: 

• Driver’s License 

• Social Security Card 

• No Children Please 



Gourmet Gift Busk 
And Goodies 


£ , 


Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1 993 


Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

f K ) I JH M F T DEI. (CUTS— CCHJRMFT RA5KFTS AND C(X1DIFS 
FLORA! LXPRLSSIONS £ RLSH FLOWLRS 


INDUI GFNCF 

FK.LGUUS MOMLNt 

WITH SYMPATHY 

MOVING IN_ 

YOUR BUSINESS IMAGL U ... 



RODY CARF PRODUCTS 

HAHYAIHU MUM PK0UUCT5 

™. FLORAS f&OURMFT 

.WELCOME GIFTS 

COfiPORATt GIFTS 


954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, PL 

www . h oo ray sf romho II ywood.com 


Local Del ivery I o 
J Ec Da Jo CimFiLy 

Wtre* Sfirvirs. We Kip Anywhere* In Thtn Ll^iA 
Lavl MirmLi: Orders. All Mdj-ui Credit C-midi 
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Happy 1st Birthday to our little 
sissy Morgan Pocahontas Yates. 

Love always, 

Katrina, Myra, Megan, Kane, Isaac 



Happy Birthday to Katrina! 

You’re already a teenager. Gosh, 
it doesn’t seem that long ago, but I guess 
you can’t stay a baby forever; but you’ll 
always be my baby. I hope you have fun 
on your big day. 

I love you always, 

Your Mom 

Just wishing a Happy Birthday to our 
Big Sister Katrina. 

Love always, 

Myra, Megan, Morgan, Kane, Isaac 


New Kids 



Mia Scarlett Nuez 

Born: Jan. 7, 2004 at 2:05 p.m. 
Weight: 6 pounds, 15 ounces. Length: 

19.5 inches 

Parents: Dorian and Elliot Nuez. 
Grandparents: Theresa Willie, 
Roy Cypress Jr., and Margarita Reyes and 
Wenceslao Nuez. Brother and Sister: 
Maximus Elliot and Lexie Dorian. 


Morgan Pocahontas Yates 

Born: Feb. 10, 2003 at 5:47 p.m. 
Weight: 7 Pounds, 5 Ounces. Length: 

20.5 inches 

Parents: Bobby and Louvella Yates 


Griffin Billie 




Happy Birthday 


Happy 1st birthday to our son 
Conchade’ Mitchell Osceola, on Feb. 4. 
You have grown so fast during your first 
year and brought so much joy and happi- 
ness to our lives, and to the lives of your 
family and friends. 

You are already walking; now 
you can start learning to use a golf club 
(just kidding). 

People are always saying, “he is such a 
happy baby” because of that big smile 
you always have on your face. 

Yes it is true that you are always 
smiling at people when you see them and 
they love to see that smile. So keep up 
the job of being a good baby. We love 
you with all our hearts. 

Love, 

Daddy and Mommy 
Mitchell and Brett Osceola 

Happy 1st Birthday to our lil’ 
cuz Conchade Osceola on Feb. 4. We 
love you baby! 

Love, 

Zina, Keyah and Lysandra 


Happy Birthday to my husband 
William Osceola. I love you and hope 
you had the best day ever. 

Love you always, 

Your wife, Way (Ericka Osceola) 


Born: Dec. 12, 2003. Weight: 7 
pounds, 13 ounces. Length: 19 inches. 
Parent: Susanne Billie, Bird Clan, 
Hollywood Reservation. Grandparent: 
Sally T. Billie, Hollywood Reservation. 


Corrina Lois Smith 

Tampa residents Jahna and 
Candy Smith are the proud parents of a 
healthy baby girl, Corrina Lois Smith. 
She’ll even have two older sisters to play 
with - 2-year-old Victoria and 1 -year-old 
Maya. 

The excited grandparents are 
Jack and Lois Smith. 



Clarice Laura De Mayo 


Born: Oct. 14, 2003. Weight: 8 
pounds, 1 ounce. Length: 20 inches 
Parents: Jacob and Melissa DeMayo 


I love you and Happy B-Day to 
my daddy William Osceola. 

Love you, 

Darian Osceola AKA Guppy 

Happy Belated Birthday to Ryan Bert 
Osceola 

We want to wish a happy 12th 
birthday to my son on Dec. 1 1 . Just 
watching you grow, finding your own 
way, brings us so much joy. You are a 
great athlete, a great student and most of 
all a great son and brother. 

Keep up the good work and 
always remember you can achieve any- 
thing you work for. We love you and 
hope you have a great year. 

Love always, 

Dad and Brett 

Happy 4th Birthday 
Babyanna. We love you mucho. 

Love, 

Ju Ju, Valek, Mommy and 

Daddy 






Happy Birthday to our mom on Jan. 17. 
We love you! 

Love, 

Lizina, Keyah and Lysandra 

Happy Belated Birthday Justina Li- 
rain. 

Love you, 

Lizina 

Happy Birthday to Lizina Bowers on 

Feb. 21. 

From, 

The Martinez Family 

Happy 5th Birthday Mi-Lyn. 

From, 

Your cousin Lizina, and the 


Martinez Family 

Happy 5th Birthday Shae D. Pierce. 

From, 

Cuz Lizina, and the Martinez 

Family 

Happy Birthday to Vivianna Martinez. 

I hope you have fun. 

Love you lots, 

Aunt Lizina 

Happy belated birthday to my 

baby brother Bronson. I love you and I 
know things aren’t so great now, but we 
will get through it together. 

Love always, 

Your sis 



Ricky Rodriguez 

Oct 7, 1977 -Jan. 4, 2004 

Memory is a story 
Told in smiles and feelings shared, 
Full of dear familiar faces 
And the dreams we shared... 

Love lives on forever in each memory we 
shared 

Memory is an album full of fun and price- 
less art 

You will not be forgotten 
You ’ll be in our hearts forever 
In loving remembrance of someone 
That had to leave long before we ever 
thought he would 


From, 

Your wife (Tisha Walker), and family, the 
Jumper family, and all your homies from 
BC to Immokalee to Hollywood, and 
Panther Clan 




Morton Henry Silver Osceola 

Jan. 3, 1968 - Jan. 5, 2004 

Taa Sha Gah Yee 
“Stone cold 3:16” 

Morton Henry Silver Osceola 
was a member of the Panther Clan. He 
was a dedicated member of the Osceola’s 
Corn Dance and was one of the popular 
stomp dance leaders for the Corn Dance 
ceremonies. He also served as the leader 
of the opening ceremony of the fasting 
bird dance for many years. 

Each year, he would welcome all 
of the many visitors to the use of his chic- 
kee as needed. Many times, he would 
offer the use of his own room to friends 
as needed, while he stayed at the 
Miccosukee resort. He will be missed 
many moons to come by family and 
friends that knew him. 

Frances, Wild Bill Osceola and 
family would like to thank all the cooks 


that volunteered their time. Also, we 
would like to thank Larry Osceola and 
family of Brighton, Theresa Cypress 
Osceola and family of Miccosukee, and 
Jerry Cypress (Miccosukee Tribe) for 
donating firewood. 

We would also like to thank the 
following people: Moses Osceola, 
Seminole Tribe President, Andrew Bert 
Sr., and his staff at the Miccosukee restau- 
rant, Trail Seminole Liaison William 
Osceola, Miccosukee Head Start, Vincent 
Micco for the funeral services, 

Miccosukee Health Department and staff, 
Miccosukee Police Department, and Roy 
Cypress Jr., for his traditional guidance 
and support, Joe Jimmie for the traditional 
medicine and the families who con- 
tributed the groceries and their time. 

Thank you to all of those who 
are too many to name whom visited and 
gave their support and encouragement. 



Nationwide Applications 

“Leading financial institution 
approving small business, 
mortgage and vehicle loans, 
mmediate Response. Give is a 
call at 1-866-2 19-7661.” 


100 Yards § 

of Patchwork for Sale 


( 954 ) 336-7273 



p 

a 

A Senior Living Community 

R 

A 

1450 SW llllh Way 

Deerlield Beach. FL 33441 

954-428-34&0 

954-428-1 022 fax 

Wear beaches. medical facilities and shopping 

X 

ONE BEDROOM FLOOR PLANS FROM $640 
Includes Utilities * PlkjI & Spa 1 Clubhuuses 
Computer Lab - Activities * HeaHti 'A'atcTi 

1 


- 


s 

www.praxi52.com 


ReNew Your Vision 2004 

Weight Loss Patch Slim Solution™ Topical Weight Loss 30 Patches 
(one month supply) Item #2220 see www.newvision.net/Cassels 

Lose Weight Faster by adding Organic Greens Item #1640 or #1645 
and Super Hydrate™ Item #1770 see www.newvision.net/Cassels 

Weight Loss Management Pack 

The nutrition you need for proper weight management (Chocolate, 
Strawberry, Cran-Raspberry, Vanilla, & Lemon-Honey). see 
www.newvision.net/Cassels 

30-Day Supply Free Products see www.FreeProductGiveaway.com 
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* Shootout 

Continued from page 1 

Seminoles and government troops, but is a depiction of the 
struggles of resistance of natives against the government poli- 
cies of removal and aggression during much of the last half of 
the 1 9th century. 

In 1845, Florida became the 27th state, and Congress 
gave Florida full rights to the state rivers and lands. This legis- 
lation was designed to take the land given to the natives in 
1838 and exile all the Seminoles to Oklahoma. 

In early December 1855, Lieutenant George L. 
Hartsuff, a topographical engineer, along with six mounted 
men, two foot soldiers and two wagons drawn by mules, 
entered Big Cypress country in what he described as “an 
exploratory mission.” 

On his second day, he came across several “deserted” 
Seminole villages, and entered Billie Bowlegs Town. Not see- 
ing any of the village residents around, the soldiers cut some 
banana bunches from plants near the chikees and destroyed 
crops belonging to Bowlegs. 

This act of disregard for native land and property 
infuriated the Indians, who on Dec. 20, 1855, surrounded and 
attacked Lt. Hartsuifs troops, killing four soldiers and wound- 
ing four others, including Hartsuff. After this brief battle, the 
Seminoles retreated to the safety of the Big Cypress swamps. 
Soon after this incident, the third Seminole war started. 

The re-creation of the Kissimmee Slough Shootout 
gives visitors an appreciation for the dangers that both sides 
faced during these bloody encounters, where men faced each 
other at close quarters and in an environment that provided 
safety for the defenders and nightmares for the aggressors. 











Youth Prevention 
Presentation 


Page 4 



Flutist Sonny Nevaquaya 
Holds Flute Retreat 

Page 7 



Immokalee Truck Pull 


Page 13 



Council Meeting 
Held in Brighton 

By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On Monday Jan. 9 the Brighton 
Reservation hosted the monthly council meeting at the 
gymnasium. Ken Fields introduced the new Tribal 
Treasurer Mike Tiger. 

After 22 years of service as the Eastern Area 
Director for Indian Health Service, Tiger has returned 
home and accepted a job as the Tribal Treasurer of the 
Seminole Tribe. 

Tiger said he was thankful that the council 
believed in him and his ability to come home and work for 
his tribe. 

Fields said Priscilla Sayen will remain as Tribal 
Secretary. Amy Johns will be joining Tiger as Tribal Vice 
Treasurer. Fields also introduced Jim Cronosello as the 
Tribe’s New Director of Human Resources. 

Fields reported that they are currently restructur- 
ing the Housing Department so that they will be able to 
increase services to tribal citizens. They will be discussing 
changes and new employee additions to the program at a 
future council meeting. 

Jim Allen, CEO of Gaming Operations, reported 
on the opening celebration for the Hard Rock Hotel in 
Tampa. The celebration will be March 10 - 11. Allen also 
reported that opening for Hollywood Hard Rock is still ten- 
tative and would be announced very soon. 

Some of the resolutions that passed included: a 
lease agreement between the Seminole Tribe of Florida and 
Ravenswood Office Center for office space for the Tribe’s 
risk management and health claims staff; Cascade promo- 
tion corporation players club merchandise incentive and 
redemption program for the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Players club members; beverage marketing agreement with 
the Coca-Cola™ company; approval of certificate of 
deposit account with Wachovia bank and letter of credit to 
St. Lucie county in Florida, which is to provide water and 
wastewater service to the Fort Pierce Trust property; estab- 
lishment of home loan mortgage program with the first 
bank of Clewiston for members on the Big Cypress Indian 
Reservation. 

Also passed was the restated ordinance of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida relating to criteria for distribu- 
tion of minor’s dividends relevant to foster care, guardian- 
ship, adoption, custodial parent, and any other matter of 
likeness and distribution of dividends of incapacitated adult 
Seminoles. 

The Brighton Education Department spoke to the 
Council about their cultural pull-out program and discussed 
their recent student council elections. The new Chairman of 
the School, Phillip Jones, along with the representatives, 
were at the council meeting and introduced themselves to 
the Tribal Council in the Creek language. 

Sayen explained that they will be having meetings 
in each community to further explain this ordinance and 
answer any questions. The next council meeting is sched- 
uled for March 12. 


Improvements to Snake 
Road in the Works 

By Shelley Marmor 

BIG CYPRESS — Carmen Arrango, Site 
Supervisor for Family Services in Big Cypress knows the 
dangers of Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Route 1281, 
AKA Snake Road, first hand. She travels on the road twice 
daily, and says she sometimes feels frightened because 
Snake Road has no rails on its sides, and said “if you go 
off the side you go into the canal.” 

“Its only two lanes,” said Arrango. “There’s no 
railing, no lights; it’s very dangerous.” 

While Arrango and others who have traveled on 
Snake Road acknowledge the dangers, the numbers speak 
for themselves. According to the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, between 1997 and 2001, there were more than 74 
accidents reported, resulting in 46 injuries, 6 deaths, and 
more than $400,000 in damage. 

In addition, of the 34 curves on Snake Road, only 

one meets the gov- 
ernmental safety 
standards for a road 
with a 45 miles-per- 
hour speed limit, 
which is the speed 
limit on the entire 
road. 

On Jan. 23, 
President George W. 
Bush signed Public 
Law 108-199, the 
“Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 
2004.” This law will 
allocate $ 1 million to 
make improvements 
on Snake Road, the 
main highway off of 
1-75 going into the 
Big Cypress 
Reservation. 

The $1 mil- 
lion will come from 
a Federal 

Transportation and 
Treasury Bill. In 
addition to the 
money coming from 
the federal bill, the 
state of Florida must also contribute 45 percent, meaning 
the combined amount of money for improvements to Snake 
Road will total $1.45 million. 

In 1991, the tribe attempted to make improve- 
ments to the road; however, a consultant from the BIA esti- 
mated the project would cost approximately $18 million. 
When the BIA told the tribe the funding was unavailable, 
the repair efforts went dormant for more than a decade. 

In Oct. 2002, the tribe held a meeting at the 

❖ See SNAKE ROAD, page 17 




Brother and Sister Win Little Mr. 


& Miss Seminole Titles 


(L-R) Rudy Juarez IV and Rumor Juarez accept their awards. 


Iretta Tiger 


By Iretta Tiger 

DAVIE, FL — On Saturday Feb. 

14, the bleachers were filled at the Bergeron 
Rodeo Arena with Seminoles who came to 
watch their children compete in the Little Mr. 
& Miss Seminole 2004 Contest. 

Seminole boys and girls, ages 3-5, 
were dressed in traditional outfits and no 
detail went overlooked. Though it was a long 
morning, the children were ready for the col- 
orful event to begin. 


Each child was introduced individu- 
ally and was asked about some of their 
favorite subjects. The girls were the first to 
be interviewed. Some were naturals while 
others were so shy they couldn’t answer. One 
contestant would only answer with shrieks. 
What stands out most is the admirable job all 
the children did. 

The contestants each received a par- 
ticipation trophy. The Little Miss runners-up 

❖ See FAIR, page 14 


Smoke bellows into the sky from the pool area of the nearly-complete hotel. 


Stephen Galla 


Close Call for the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Heavy smoke appeared in the 
sky above the soon-to-be- 
completed Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino after 
fire broke out on Monday Feb. 23. The hotel 
and casino is scheduled for completion for late- 
April or early-May 2004. 

The City of Hollywood’s Fire Rescue 
Department responded to the call in conjunc- 
tion with the Dania Beach Fire Department. 

City of Hollywood Fire Prevention 
Officer, Matt Phillips, reported that a fiberglass 
slide caught on fire. The slide empties into the 
pool from a simulated rock mountain with 
waterfalls. 


“The structure of the 
hotel was not affected in any 
way,” said Phillips. 

The fire took place 
outdoors by the pool area, 
which is located in the west 
side of the hotel. During the investigation 
Phillips met with Gaming Chief Executive 
Officer, Jim Allen, and Armando Negrin of the 
Seminole Emergency Medical Services 
Department. 

Interviews will be scheduled with con- 
struction workers during the investigation to 
determine what caused the fire. At the time of 
press, there were no estimated damages or 
reported injuries. 


Read about the Grand 
Opening of the Tampa Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino, Page 2 



Adelsa Williams 

(L-R) Marcellus Osceola Sr. (left) receives award from 
son Marcellus Osceola Jr. 


Annual Seminole Sports 
Hall of Fame Banquet 

New Inductees are Marcellus Osceola 
Sr., Billy Joe Johns, Boettner Roger 
Jumper and Brendan Joshua Young 

By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — On Feb. 11, four Seminoles 
were inducted into the Seminole Sports Hall of Fame. The 
ceremony was held at the Hollywood auditorium. The Hall 
of Fame was founded by the Seminole Tribe six years ago 
to inspire young Seminoles to reach their full potential 
through sports. 

Moses Jumper, Director of the Hollywood 
Recreation Department, opened the ceremony with a brief 
history of the Hall of Fame. He described the purpose of 
the Hall of Fame, which is to recognize young athletes, and 
induct older athletes who have participated in organized 
sports when they were younger. 

The four Seminoles inducted Wednesday night 
were Marcellus Osceola Sr., Billy Joe Johns, Boettner 
Roger Jumper and Brendan Joshua Young. Jumper and 
Young were honored in memoriam. 

Osceola thanked everyone for the recognition and 
spoke humbly about his athletic achievements. He is cur- 
rently ranked among the top 1 5 in the world in trap shoot- 
ing. Johns also thanked the attendees and spoke briefly 
about his achievements. He currently operates successful 
cattle and sugar cane growing operations. 

Bo Young, Assistant Recreation Director, intro- 
duced Leila Osceola and Steve Young from the Recreation 
Department to present the 2003 - 2004 Youth Participants. 
They participate in various programs, such as baseball, bas- 
ketball, football, and cross country. 

Plaques were awarded to the following students: 
Jasper Tommie, Gerret Anderson, Christine McCall, 
Michael Doctor, Demetria Tigertail, David Anderson, 
Jeannie Osceola, Courtney Osceola, Krystle Young, Lucas 
Osceola, Jo Jo Osceola, Megan Osceola, Jack Turtle, 

Robert Osceola, Jerome Davis, Chelsea Mountain, and 

❖ See BANQUET, page 17 


Keith Mitchell 
Advances in State-Wide 
Wrestling Competition 

By Kenny Bayon, C.FT 

TAMPA — For almost two years, Keith Mitchell 
Simmons has been on a quest to win a Florida state 
wrestling championship. Whenever he’s lifted weights, run 
his shoes thin on the track, or wrestled in practice until 
near exhaustion, he’s envisioned it all paying off with a 
Class 2A heavyweight title. 

By the end of February, Mitchell, a senior at 
Brandon High, who won the 2 A District title on Feb 14, 
will either be elated or highly disappointed. If he finishes 
in the top four of this weekend’s Region 2A Tournament in 
Titusville, Fla. as expected, he will advance to the state 
tournament on Feb. 27 - 28 in Lakeland, Fla. 

“His regional will be really tough,” says 
Brandon’s Coach Russ Cozart. “He has to face an opponent 
who is undefeated.” 

Even though Mitchell, who finished second in last 
year’s Class 2 A state tournament, is among the favorites to 
reach this year’s state title match, he is taking nothing for 
granted. 

“Favorites don’t mean anything until you win,” 
Mitchell said. “I want to just prove it on the mat. Making a 
mental mistake could stop me.” 

Mitchell, who is 30-2, has made few errors this 
year, whether physical or mental. He entered the season 
coming off a second place finish at the Ironman National 
Tournament, arguably among the toughest preseason tour- 
naments in the country. His momentum has continued 
rolling into the postseason, where last week he won all four 
matches at the district tournament, including three by pin. 
He won the district title, for the second straight year, by 
pinning his championship-match opponent in just one 
minute. 


❖ See MITCHELL, page 12 
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Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Tampa Opens March 11 


Submitted by Gary E. Bitner 

The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino Tampa is a major entertainment 
destination that blends the excitement of 
Hard Rock with a first-class boutique 
hotel and Las Vegas-style casino. Opening 
on March 1 1 , the complex consists of a 

90.000 square foot casino within a 

210.000 square foot low-rise building, 

250 luxury guestrooms and suites in a 12- 
story hotel tower, and an enclosed parking 
facility, all situated on 37 acres. 

Visitors arriving at the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino first notice a 
multi-level water feature and a 50-foot 
signature Hard Rock guitar at the entrance 
to the hotel. A covered porte cochere for 
passenger pickup and drop off leads into 
the guest registration area. In keeping 
with the Hard Rock theme, the hotel and 
casino showcase signed, one-of-a-kind 
pieces of music memorabilia. The hotel 
lobby provides access to the full-service 
health club, guestroom elevators, pool 
deck and arcade to the parking garage. A 
lobby bar framed by a “wall of fire” offers 
a fun place to meet. 

All Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
guestrooms include unique extras like 
Tivoli stereo and CD systems, and ultra- 
luxury beds. Typical guestrooms have nat- 
ural daylight to the bathrooms, separate 
enclosures for tub and shower and fully- 
stocked mini bars, as well as hairdryers, 
personal safes, coffee makers, three tele- 
phones, T1 direct Internet access, bath 
robes and an iron and ironing board. 

The 90,000 square foot casino 
offers poker, bingo and more than 1,800 


gaming machines, including Double 
Diamond, Red White & Blue, Double 
Wild Cherry and Five Times Pay. It is 
open 24 hours a day. 

The casino also includes 32 
poker tables and a bingo gallery for more 
than 400 people. High ceilings rise to a 
center skylight over the Casino Center 
Bar with its “Tower of Power” audiovisu- 
al experience. The new casino also fea- 
tures plush carpeting with swirls of color, 
as well as massive new air conditioners to 
guarantee a clean air environment for all 
casino patrons. 

The entertainment excitement 
continues at Floyd’s, Tampa Bay’s hottest 
new restaurant and nightclub. Lunch and 
dinner are served daily, with live bands 
every Friday and Saturday night. Sports 
fans enjoy Big Joe’s Sports Bar, where 
more than a dozen giant TV monitors tele- 
cast worldwide sporting events. There is 
also a Food Marketplace and 24-hour 
restaurant, called the Green Room. 

The lush, tropical pool area fea- 
tures a backdrop of cascading fountains 
and terraced areas, where specially- 
equipped chickee-cabanas featuring tele- 
visions and refrigerators overlook the 
pool. Adjacent areas are designed to 
include beach volleyball, horseshoes and 
table tennis. A full-service health club is 
located nearby. 

Guests enjoy shopping opportu- 
nities throughout the resort, including a 

4,000 square foot Hard Rock retail store. 
The hotel includes a 10,000 square feet of 
meeting space, including an 8,000 square 
foot grand ballroom divisible into eight 


sections. Rock ‘n‘ roll memorabilia is 
integrated into perimeter walls of meeting 
room spaces. 

More than 2600 parking spaces 
are available, including surface parking of 
more than 1000 spaces and a parking 
garage for nearly 1600 vehicles. Both 
valet and self-parking are available. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
owns and operates the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino, according to terms 
of a licensing agreement with Hard Rock 
Cafe International. Hard Rock Cafe 
International, a unit of Rank Group PLC, 
currently oversees full-service hotels in 
Orlando, Fla., Bali and Thailand, and is 
also developing a new Hard Rock Hotel 
in Chicago, 111. scheduled to open in 
March 2004. 

The projects are being developed 
on behalf of the tribe by the Cordish 
Company of Baltimore, Md. The Cordish 
Company has been recognized nationally 
for its development of significant enter- 
tainment projects throughout the country 
and has received five Urban Land 
Institute Awards of Excellence for its 
developments and the International 
Waterfront Development Award of 
Excellence for its Power Plant develop- 
ment on Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. 

Both the Tampa and Hollywood 
projects were designed by the renowned 
architectural firm Klai Juba Architects of 
Las Vegas, Nev. They are being construct- 
ed by a joint venture between The Perini 
Company and Suitt Construction. Perini is 
the largest contractor of hotel resort proj- 
ects in the country. 


Letters & E-mail 


6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 • tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Editor, 

I will have as a guest in my 
home a master weaver from the Navajo 
Nation in the second week of March. She 
has expressed interest in learning more 
about the Seminole culture. Your museum 
seems to be a logical place for us to visit. 
Will you be open on either Sunday, March 
7, or Friday, March 12? 

What is the amount of time that 
you recommend to fully appreciate what 
the museum has to offer? 

Thank you for your time and 

reply, 

Linda H. Fasel 

Assistance Professor of Teacher 

Education 

Warner. Southern College 

fasell@warner.edu 

(863) 638-7243 

Dear Linda , 

Yes , we will be open on both 
days . We are closed on Monday’s and 
Holiday’s . I would say you need to allow 
at least 2-4 hours depending on your 
time allowance . I have had the privilege 
of working here at the museum for 15 
months , and I am learning new things 
every day about the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and their culture. If you would 
like to visit our library, you would need 
to make an appointment with Anne 
McCudden , our Curator of Archives. 

You can contact her via email at amccud- 
den @semtribe. com. 

Thanks for the question , 

Shawna Trnka 

Administrative Assistant 

Dear Editor, 

What games of chance do you 
offer? Do you have crap tables? Do you 
have blackjack tables? My E-mail address 
is cunnl926@aol.com. Let me hear from 
you. Thanks 

Hello , 

I am glad to have received your 
request for additional information about 
the Seminole Casino of Hollywood. The 
Seminole Casino of Hollywood offers 33 
tables of poker including; seven card 
stud , Omaha Hi-Lo, Texas Hold’em , and 
Omaha. The betting structure is $1 and 
$ 2 . 

We also offer four sessions of 
High Stakes Bingo daily, we have a game 
called Lightning Bingo which is a three 
number bingo where there is a winner 
every thirty seconds, the average win per 
game is between $100 - $250. 

We also have more than 900 
gaming machines, with many of your 
favorite titles like Red White and Blue, 
Double Cherry and Double Diamond 
with new machines arriving every month. 

In regards to your questions, 
unfortunately, Craps, and blackjack are 
against the law in the state of Florida. 


We hope to see you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Adam Sak 

Director of Marketing 

Seminole Casino of Hollywood 

Dear Tribal Members, Friends and 
Community Members: 

On behalf of the Lipan Apache 
Centennial Commemoration Committee, I 
am seeking contributions for the 1 00 Year 
Lipan Apache Centennial 
Commemoration Committee on May 7 - 
8 . 

This centennial event will be host 
to thousands of guest and spectators in 
recognition if the Lipan Apache through- 
out Indian Country. With a limited operat- 
ing budget, the Lipan Apache Band of 
Texas, Inc. seeks your assistance in mak- 
ing this event successful. 

Your contribution can be in the 
form monetary or non-perishable items, 
such as Pendleton blankets, paper plates, 
cups, eating utensils and other items. 

Your contribution is tax- 
deductible and you will receive a letter for 
your contribution, please make your con- 
tribution to; Lipan Apache Band of Texas, 

Inc., P.O. Box 2806, Edinburg, Texas 
78540-2806. 

In closing, the Lipan Apache 
Band of Texas, Inc. greatly appreciates 
your contribution and looks forward to 
seeing you at the Lipan Apache 
Centennial Commemorative Feast. 

Lipan Apache Centennial 
Commemoration Feast - Mescalero 
Apache Tribe of New Mexico, May 7-8. 
An alcohol and drug free event 

Join us in marking the 100th 
Year Anniversary of the Lipan Apache 
arrival to the Mescalero Apache Tribe of 
New Mexico. Come and share in the food, 
and celebration, bringing together all of 
the Apache people. On site camping is 
available for people wishing to camp on 
site. 

Event sponsored by the Lipan 
Apache Centennial Commemoration 
Committee and the Mescalero Apache 
Tribe of New Mexico. 

For more information, contact 
the Lipan Apache Band of Texas (956) 
292-0825, or E-mail lipanapachetx@aol.com 
Sincerely, 

Daniel Castro Romero, Jr. 

General Council Chairman 

Lipan Apache Band of Texas, Inc. 

Dear Editor, 

Can you tell me if the Tampa 
casino has been rebuilt or remodeled? It 
was pretty bad when I was there in 2002. 

I was told a Hard Rock was being built on 
the property. 

Thank you for your inquiry 
regarding the casino on the Seminole 
Reservation in Tampa, Fla. 


We are in fact building the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino at 
5223 North Orient Road in Tampa. Our 
new and expanded property will feature 
more than 1,800 gaming machines 
including popular titles such as Red, 
White and Blue, Double Diamond, 

Wheel of Fortune and Little Green Men 
as well as Live Poker and High Stakes 
Bingo. 

The property will have 12 
restaurants and bars for you to take a 
break from the great casino action. And, 
we will have 250 luxury rooms in our 
newly built hotel tower for you to enjoy 
an extended day, soaking up all that we 
have to offer. Additional amenities 
include a lagoon style pool area, day spa 
and convention/meeting space for groups 
of up to 800. 

The casino floor is open 24 
hours a day, seven days a week and our 
Grand Opening is set for March 11™ 
with a blowout celebration featuring 
Hootie and the Blowfish in concert. Also 
in March, we will be giving away a Trip- 
a-Day to any Hard Rock city in the U.S. 
and a Grand Prize drawing on March 31 
for a 2004 H2 Hummer. 

As you can see, we have truly 
built a world class entertainment facility 
and encourage you to come and visit. If I 
can be of any further assistance, please 
do not hesitate to write. 

Best of Luck, 

Doug Hoppe 

Director Marketing and 

Promotions 

Seminole Casino - Tampa 

(813) 627-7707 

Dear Editor, 

Do you only have to be 18 to 
play on the poker tables at the Seminole 
Tribe Casino’s? 

jeremy.mitchell@huntingdon.edu 

Hello Jeremy, 

That is correct, you only need be 
18 years or older to player any of the 
games at any of the Seminole Casinos. 
Look forward to seeing you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Adam Sak 

Director of Marketing 

Seminole Casino of Hollywood 


Corrections 


In a photo caption from “Meet 
the Family Services Staff: Who We Are, 
What We Do” on page 9 of the Feb. 6, 
issue Cindy Hughes was referred to as 
Cindy Corriher. 

In the Feb. 6 issue, the photo for 
the Fourth Annual Council versus Board 
Rodeo was taken by Anna Bowers. 
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Adelsa Williams 

(Center L-R) Coral and Turquoise Battiest sings as Delia Harjo plays the guitar. 


Hollywood Christian Music Performance 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Hip, hip, hooray to the 
outstanding performance by some of the tribal 
preschoolers attending Hollywood Christian School. 
These students who sang “The Music Machine,” this 
event’s theme. 

On Thursday, Feb. 12, the students delighted 
the audience with songs like “Land of Love, Smile, 
Joy, and Self-Control.” 

While some children sang, others played 
buzzing kazoos, kiddie drums and inflatable guitars. 
Some also held up animated smiley face cards. 

Proud grandparent Geraldine Osceola, 
attended the event to watch her grandchildren Kiara 


and Isaiah Pichardo perform. 

“My grandson was nervous about perform- 
ing,” said Geraldine, “But tonight he said, ‘grandma, 
I’m ready’.” 

Osceola mentioned that her son and daugh- 
ter also attend Hollywood Christian School. Her 
daughter, Mariah Buster’s goal is to learn to play the 
piano. She hopes that keeping the children involved 
in these kind of activities serve as motivation to help 
them pursue their goals. 

Chorus is a great opportunity for students to 
develop their musical skills and learn a sense of 
teamwork. Congratulations for a wonderful perform- 
ance! 



Michelle Ford 


Preschool students take a quick break during Slough Shootout. 


Tampa Field Office Announces New 
Computer Support Specialist 



By Randi M. Simmons 

TAMPA — There have been some new devel- 
opments at the work place for Richard Henry, Tampa’s 
Liaison. Jahna Smith was recently hired as the Tampa 
Personal Computer Support Specialist. 

John Anderson, Director of Information 
Systems in Hollywood, outlined some of the tasks that 
Smith will be involved with. 

“Jahna will be available on site, as it is a full- 
time, regular forty hour, eight to five position. He will 
do the initial set-up and installation,” said Anderson. 
“Right now he’s been working with Carole Wilde, 
Telecommunications Manager, and it’s going very well. 
All the computers will be networked to the rest of the 
reservation Tribal offices.” 

“Smith will have a direct line to our help-line 
here,” Anderson continued. “Any questions on any diffi- 
culties can be resolved quickly. We are pleased to have 
him join the team.” 

Anderson also noted that he had thoughts of 
training programs for staff members interested or in 
need of developing better computer skills. This may be a 
potential area that Smith could be involved in. 

All in all, Smith’s schooling and years of 
employment as a machine tech at the Seminole Casino, 
has transferred well to his new position with the tribe. 

He will put those valuable skills to use, modernizing the 
lines of communication for the Tampa Reservation, which 


Colleen Henry 

Computer Support Specialist Jahna Smith. 


definitely is a great advancement for everyone. 



Happy Birthday William Osceola 


Adelsa Williams 

William Osceola enjoys a birthday lunch at Longhorn Steakhouse with family and friends. 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — On Wednesday Feb. 18, 
William Osceola celebrated his 5 1 st birthday with 
colleagues and friends, enjoying a delicious lunch at 
the Longhorn Steakhouse restaurant in Hollywood. 

“I have to thank God to have lived to be this 
age,” said Osceola. 

His Aunt Leoda Osceola and Cousin Vivian 
Delgado also joined Osceola on his special day. 


Delgado is also celebrating her birthday the day after 
Osceola’s. 

Osceola said that on his first birthday his 
aunt had to leave his birthday party because she went 
into labor. Because of that, they always remember 
each other’s special day, and get together to celebrate 
it. 

Happy Birthday William, and may you have 
many more! 


Immokalee Preschool Visits Kissimmee 


Slough Shootout 

By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Michelle Ford, 

Director of the Immokalee Preschool and her staff 
members, Tracy Delarosa, Ruby Garcia, Rosa 
Garcia, Elva Montez, and SanJuanita Reyna, took 
the students on a day trip, Friday, Jan. 31, to the 
Kissimmee Slough Shootout and Rendezvous at 
Big Cypress. 

Despite the fact that it rained off and on all 
day, the children had a wonderful time. They took 
in everything from the vendors with their colorful 
displays of Native American goods to a picnic 
lunch under the trees. 

The highlight of their day took place when 
they joined the Bobby Henry family in a stomp 
dance. Each child showed a keen interest in 
attempting to properly duplicate the dance steps of 
their ancestors. 

The introduction to their heritage at this 
young age goes a long way toward building pride 
in their Native American background. 



Michelle Ford 

Preschoolers dress to impress in their traditional garb. 


Bronze by Cooley Sculptures 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — Employees at the 
Hollywood Tribal office are greeted by nine of them 
as they walk through the first floor lobby. Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum employees also see as many as three 
of them during their work day. 


In March, there will be another one of 
Bronze by Cooley’s sculptures for the public to view 
on the Big Cypress Reservation at Billie Swamp 
Safari. This sculpture, titled “Abiaka and All 
the Clans,” is a collection of all the eight clans sur- 
rounding a 14-foot tall sculpture of Abiaka, or Sam 
Jones. “Abiaka and All the Clans” 
took more than three years to com- 
plete. 

Bronze by Cooley, a sculp- 
ture company out of Lamont, Fla., 
near Tallahassee, Fla., has worked 
with the tribe for more than two 
decades. To date, they have completed 
a total of 21 life-size and monumental 
bronze sculptures, which measure 14 
feet and larger, and about 30 table-top 
sculptures. Their work can be seen on 
all reservations. 

Some of their sculptures 
include, a monumental size sculpture 
of Sam Jones at Tree Tops Park in 
Davie, Fla., a 31 -inch tall sculpture 
honoring Seminole war veterans, and 
the nine busts of council members in 
the lobby of the Hollywood Offices. 

The company is run by sculptors 
Bradley Cooley, and Brad Cooley Jr., 
and manager Linda Cooley. Bradley 
has been sculpting professionally for 
more than three decades, two of which 
he has spent working on projects for 
the tribe. 

Brad’s son, Brad Jr., fol- 
lowed in his father’s footsteps and 
began sculpting at age eight. In the 
late 1980s, he joined the Bronze by 
Cooley sculpture team and has worked 
in the family business ever since. 

For more information on 
Bronze by Cooley, please call them at 
(850) 997-4680, or visit 
http : //www.bronzeby cooley. com. 



Photo provided by Linda Cooley 


Brad and Linda Cooley standing next to 66 Abiaka and All 
the Clans” at Billie Swamp Safari. 






ADMIT ONE 


I 


I 


Pfi£f£BR£D - 
UL 1\M T£ 

TBBV£L & 

£HT£f?TffllUII£fIT 

We've Sot Your Ticket! 


Life is too shoht 

TO SIT IN THE BACK . . . 

We offer up-front 

SEATING FOR: 

Concerts 

❖ 

The a tre 

*> 

Spor ts 

♦J*- 

Local $ 
Nationwide 
events 


tlpcomc Local Tms: 

Yes 

Bette Midler 
Linkin Park 
George Thdrcgood 
John Mayer 
Willie Nelson 
Lynyrq Skynyrd 
Britney Spears 
Aehosmith 
Snania Twain 
Disney On Ice 

Clay Aiken /Kelly Clarks bn 
Beyonce/ Alicia Keys /M. Elliot 
All Miami Heat Home Games 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

FOR CONCERTS SPORTS TICKETS 
(305) HHH-B499 OR (800) BBI-8H99 

FOR TRAVEL (305) HN5-65G6 OR (877) HH5-656B 

We De live r All Majq r C r e d i i Cards Ac c epi e d 







The Seminole Tribune 


4 


February 27, 2004 



Adelsa Williams 


Hollywood Youth Prevention Presentation attendees. 


Youth Prevention Presentation 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citi- 
zen Crystal Jumper was just one of the 
attendees at the Youth Prevention 
Presentation held on Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 
the Hollywood Recreation Center. She 
lost her brother in a tragic accident in 
June 2002. 

“My brother is the reason I 
stopped,” Jumper said. The Hollywood 
Council and Board Representatives, in 
conjunction with 
the Recreation 
Department, 

Family Services 
and the Seminole 
Police 

Departments, 
sponsored the 
event. They hoped 
to get their mes- 
sage about help- 
ing youths to 
make the right 
decision, across to 
the community. 

“What’s 
happening is way 
out of hand,” said 
Hollywood Board 
Representative, 

David Dehass. 

“We have to work 
together.” 

Bo 

Young, Recreation 

Director, presented guest speakers Tony 
Mendes and Gary Richard, both profes- 
sional bull riders, and Rob Smets, a pro- 
fessional bullfighter. The three spoke 
about their respective childhoods, said 
who their role models were, and what 
kind of guidance they received that helped 
them make the right decisions in life. 

“To reach your dreams, it takes 
perseverance,” said Smets. “It is much 
harder to maintain than to obtain.” 

As part of the presentation, there 
was a display of pictures of some of the 
living youth and the other display of the 
ones who have lost their lives. There was 
even a casket borrowed from a funeral 
home. 

“I wanted to make a visual 
impact and display the pictures of the kids 
that have lost their lives for making the 
wrong decision,” Young said. 

Young encouraged parents to 
meet with the Recreation Department staff 
so they can become familiar with each 
other. He also said parents should always 
find out who their children are with, what 
they are doing, and where they may be 
when they are not home. 

“We employees are role models 
to your kids also,” he said. “If you can’t 
trust us, then we are not doing our jobs.” 

During the presentation Young 
also introduced the Recreation staff mem- 
bers who were present that night. Hannah 
Marchel of Family Services introduced 
the Hollywood Family Services staff. 

They reminded the community that the 
staff is there for the community, for what- 
ever it is they may need, even if only to 
talk. 

She also advised them that a 
counselor is available around the clock for 
assistance and even if it’s during off-work 
hours, they can be reached though the 


Seminole Police Department’s Help Desk. 

Forensic Technician, Harvey 
Wanton, of the Miami-Dade County 
Medical Examiner’s Office, presented a 
slide show of the consequences of alcohol 
and drug abuse. The presentation included 
graphic images of alcohol and drug 
addicts’ living conditions, the physical 
affects of deadly diseases, and remains of 
cars and bodies involved in fatal auto 
accidents. 


“I hope that I have scared you 
and gave you a light,” said Wanton. “If 
you see your kids acting strange, check 
them.” 

Towards the end of the presenta- 
tion, Will Latchford of the Seminole 
Police Department, shared drugs and alco- 
hol statistics with the crowd. He men- 
tioned that in the past 10 years, in all the 
reservations, there have been 30 traffic 
accidents, 95 percent related to alcohol 
and drug abuse, 60 percent of which have 
been deaths of tribal citizens, and 5 per- 
cent died from drug overdose. 

He advised that boredom and 
curiosity, in addition to other causes, were 
the main triggers that drive the youth 
towards addiction. 

“There are kids out there and in 
here that know more about drugs than we 
do,” Latchford said, as the crowd 
applauded. “Educate yourself, set rules, 
and take time out for your child.” 

He encouraged parents to help 
guide their children into taking advantage 
of the opportunities that the Seminole 
Tribe has to offer. 

Latchford also spoke of a 
research the Seminole Police Department 
conducted regarding a truancy program on 
all reservations. The department is in the 
process of being brought back for 
approval for future enforcement. 

In closing, he added, “kids 
should have an opportunity to live their 
whole life; parents need to create that 
environment for them.” 

In efforts to keep the community 
motivated in working together, all spon- 
sors and departments involved in the pres- 
entation plan to meet once a month. They 
encourage participation and hope that the 
attendance will grow more and more. 
Flyers will be distributed in advance. 



Adelsa Williams 


Family Services staff assisting during Hollywood Youth 
Prevention Program. 


Tampa Community Meeting 



Colleen Henry 


BLINDED BY THE LIGHT: Peggy Cubis and her 
grandaughter Carissa Colon stand by as her son 
Ismael Colon Jr. has his Tribal I.D. photo updated. 


By Randi M. Simmons 

TAMPA — 

Members gathered together 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
in Sabal Park, Fla. for the 
first meeting of the New 
Year. 

Roger Smith, 

Brighton Council 
Representative and Johnny 
Jones, Board 

Representative were avail- 
able for questions and did 
some handshaking and 
exchanged hellos with 
everyone as they showed 
up. Secretary Terri Hahn 
and Linda Tommie were at 
a table providing agendas 
from prior board meetings. 

Patty Waldron of the Brighton 
Health Department was with her co-work- 
ers Gail McClenithan from Brighton 
Insurance & Referral and Ana Cinfentes 
from Indian Health Services (I.H.S.) in 
Hollywood taking photos and updating 
tribal health ID cards. 

Danny Santiago, Assistant 
Education Advisor, and Jahna Smith from 
Computer Information Systems took care 
of making the ID badges for employees. 

Helene Buster from I.H.S. and 
Susan Harjo, Tampa Community Health 
Representative, took blood pressure and 
screening tests for a study I.H.S. is con- 
ducting about diabetes and the Seminole 
Tribe. 

After everyone filtered through 
to the dining room, Bobby Henry began 
the meal with prayer for blessings. A full- 
scale supper selection was served buffet- 
style. Everything was arranged appetiz- 


ingly on bright red tablecloths with green 
foliage, and color full parrot statues. 
Tempting cakes and pie slices were last, 
but not least, on the tables. 

Richard Henry, Tampa Liaison, took host 
of the meeting and announced speakers 
Roger Smith, Brighton Council, Johnny 
Jones, Board Representative, Ken Fields, 
Executive Administrator, Fred Hopkins 
from Real Estate, Helene Buster from 
I.H.S., and James Mouchette from the 
Housing Department. 

The speakers addressed issues 
that included health awareness, prospec- 
tive land for real estate, housing repairs 
and some office procedures that needed 
further clarification. Henry closed out 
with a reminder to everyone that family is 
there for support. 

“We all need to help each other 
out,” he said; “We are all one big family.” 


Parents Hear Anti-Drug Message 
at Brighton Town Hall Meeting 



Susan Etxebarria 


Mike Floyd (left), SPD Chief of Police shakes hands with World 
Champion bull rider Rob Smets. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON 

— If you sat and lis- 
tened, you would have 
heard the warning. It 
came from many voic- 
es. It came from famous 
rodeo stars and it came 
from tribal citizens. It 
came from the Seminole 
Police Department. 

The warning to 
parents and children 
was loud and clear: 

Alcohol and drugs are 
killing young people. 

At the Town 
Hall Meeting on Feb. 3 
in Brighton, parents 
were listening. 

The Youth Prevention 
Presentation held at the 
Recreation Center also 
offered the youth an 
opportunity to meet the 
rodeo stars who came to 
inspire them to live a 
drug-free life. 

Tribal 

Representative, Johnny 
Jones, the master of cer- 
emonies, introduced the 
many speakers and explained the purpose 
of the meeting. 

“We decided to have a meeting 
because we are always losing our good 
friends and our young people to alcohol or 
drugs,” he said. “I have lost a lot of good 
friends when they were young.” 

Rob Smets of Texas, a five time world 
champion bull fighter, spoke to the kids 
about reaching their goals. As a traveling 
rodeo star, he said he sees a lot of kids 
who are making the wrong decisions and 
ruining their chances for success in later 
years. 

“If you don’t have a good foun- 
dation, you are going to get in a lot of 
trouble,” he said. 

He stressed that winning a gold 
buckle is not going to make your life 
happy if you live without love and faith in 
God. 

Bull Rider Tony Mendes of 
Oklahoma, who has made the Professional 
Bull Rider’s Finals, every year for the last 
8 years, asked parents to get their kids 
involved in productive activities, like 
sports or music. 

“They need goals in their lives,” 

he said. 


He stressed the importance of 
parents getting behind their kids and sup- 
porting their dreams. 

“Show them the right path 
because they are going to be walking in 
your shoes in 1 5 years,” Mendes said. 

Bull Rider Gary Richard of 
Houston, Texas who won the St. Louis 
Open for $50,000 prize riding “Lil Yellow 
Jacket” the Bull of the Year, said “It hurts 
my heart to see kids going down at such a 
young age.” 

He talked about the importance 
of having God in your life, to have goals 
and to have an education. 

The Seminole Tribe Rodeo 
Queen, Trina Bowers, asked the parents 
and kids a bold question. 

“Do you ever look around on our 
reservation and see how many drugs are 
out here? I do, and there are a lot. Do you 
ever think of how many of us kids are 
dying out there because of drugs and alco- 
hol?” she said. 

Bowers expressed the same sor- 
row that many have felt. 

“Some of you may remember the 
accident that took the lives of several 
young girls (about three years ago). Well, 


one was my cousin as 
well as my friend,” she 
said. “Losing her was 
hard because she went 
though a lot during her 
life. But the cause of 
their accident was due to 
drugs. Also, about a 
week ago a young man 
my age was killed in an 
accident due to alcohol.” 

The Chief of 
the Seminole Police 
Department, Mike Floyd, 
confirmed that the num- 
ber one killer of youth is 
not drive-by shootings, 
not diseases, “it’s due to 
narcotics and alcohol.” 

He said he is 
always available to par- 
ents who want to change 
their kids around and 
anyone can call him any- 
time. 

“Call me,” he 
said. “I don’t care what 
time it is. I get calls 
sometimes at 3 a.m. or 4 
a.m.” 

He stressed that 
there are a lot of people 
in the tribe’s Family Services, Health 
Department, the Board and Councils who 
really want to help parents get the help 
they need if one of their young one’s is 
messing up. 

Captain Will Latchford said he 
has investigated numerous traffic fatalities 
on the different reservations for the past 
10 years since he has been with the 
Seminole Police, and that the majority of 
deaths have been tribal citizens. 

“Over the past 1 0 years there 
have been 30 traffic accidents resulting in 
deaths: 95 percent were drug and alcohol 
related; 60 percent resulted in tribal mem- 
bers’ deaths.” 

The captain said there are pro- 
grams available to educate families and 
youth and the police officers are here to 
help. But, he said the police department 
can not find teen drug or alcohol abuse on 
the reservation without the assistance of 
the families. 

To demonstrate how serious the 
situation has become, Captain Latchford 
asked the people in the audience to raise 
their hands if they have been affected by 
the death of a loved one. Nearly half of 
the people present raised their hands. 


Speakers Discuss How to Make the Right Choices 




By Carmen Arango 

BIG CYPRESS — On Wednesday Feb. 4, we 
had the honor to share an evening with professional 
bull riders Gary Richard and Tony Mendes, and profes- 
sional bull fighter Rob Smets, who spoke at the Big 
Cypress gym. This event was sponsored by The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Council and Board and 
assist by the Seminole Police Department, EMS and 
Family Services. 

The speakers shared their personal stories 
about their struggles to excel in their unique profes- 
sions and the hard decisions they had to make to reach 
their goals. 

Smets reminded us as parents that we are 
accountable for our children. We need to help our kids 
by teaching them and supporting them in their efforts. 

He addressed the children by telling them to believe in 
their dreams. He stated that dreams come true with a 
lot of hard work. He concluded by reminding us that 
the people we hurt the most are the people we love, 
those close to us. 

Mendes shared his experience as a parent and 
the challenges of juggling a demanding job. He stated 
that every breath he takes is for his children, and no 
matter what right or wrong they do, your children are 
still your children and you will always love them. 

He also emphasized the importance of pushing our chil- 
dren and encouraging them to work for their dreams and for us 
parents to be a part of our children’s lives everyday. Mendes 
addressed the children in the audience by reminding them that 
the choices they make today will affect them for the rest of their 
lives and to obey their parents. 

“It is easier to get in trouble than to get out of it,” he 

said. 

Richard, a professional bull rider for fourteen years, 
compared our daily choices when faced with a challenge to those 
he has to make to ride bulls. He address both parents and chil- 
dren when he said we always 
have our parents to fall back on 
and to the parents not to shy 
their children away when they 
are trying to talk to you, listen to 
their stories. Take the time to 
teach your children the truth 
instead of letting them hear the 
make up stories from their peers, 
he said. 

Tess Ducheneaux, a 
freshman in high school, won her 
first title when she was ten years 
old. She spoke to the children 
and told them that their dreams 
too can come true at any time 
you just have to want to achieve 
your goals and make wise choic- 
es. 

Mike Floyd from our 
Seminole Police Department 
(SPD) address the audience, he 
related a true story about Tino 
Martinez a famous baseball play- 
er and one of his playmates who apparently was a better player 
at the time, but chose to use drugs and ended up killing a store 
owner and going to jail. 

He clearly explained the difference about how one 
wrong decision can impact our outcome in the future. He 
encouraged our kids to stay away from drugs. Informed us of the 
dangers of driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs and 
specially the risk we take when we get in a car with someone 
who is under the influence. 

Floyd spoke of the importance of being a team player 
and in the community as well as with your children. 

“Talk with your kids,” he said. “Tell them you love 
them before you leave the house and listen to them.” 

Seminole Police Department, Captain Will Latchford offered 
some statistics. In the ten years he has been here the reports 
show that there has been a total of 30 traffic accidents, 95 per- 


Photo provided by Carmen Arango 

Bull riders and bull fighters along with representatives from various 
Seminole agencies spoke to Big Cypress residents about the dangers of 
drugs and alcohol. 

cent resulted in deaths related to alcohol/drugs, and 60 percent 
were tribal members. Five deaths were related to overdose. 

Latchford asked the audience to raise their hand if they 
have had a relative or a friend died, not surprisingly we all raised 
our hands. Drugs and alcohol affect us all in one way or another. 
He emphasized that if we love someone we shouldn’t jeopard- 
ized that love by engaging in risky behaviors. 

“Our kids are smart, we have to be smarter so we can 
guide them,” he said. 

He also reminded the community that no one person 
raises a child alone, we are all here to help. Information about 
the different programs that are offered within the reservation was 

provided, such as the truancy pro- 
gram, the drug line and the 
DARE program. SPD is also 
working with outside agencies to 
collaborate in assisting tribal citi- 
zens outside the tribe. 

He concluded his speech 
by saying that “we are as good as 
the information you give us” 
encouraging the community to 
take part in improving their com- 
munity. 

“We are a team, we need 
to work together and not against 
each other,” he said. 

Luthenan Charles Smith 
from the Fire Department had the 
opportunity to address the audi- 
ence. He reported that in their 
first year here in Big Cypress 
they have had 500 calls, some 
were alcohol and drug related. He 
also agreed with the speakers 

before him, about all of us been part of a team, and encourage all 
to use the many resources available through the tribe. 

Carmen Arango from Family Services was also present 
and reminded all of about their services, their willingness to 
work with everyone in the community and the importance of 
feeling part of the community. 

“We are part of the same team,” she said. “We need to 
work together to reach our common goal which are a safe com- 
munity where our children can grow to their fullest potential.” 

She concluded with the following quote from Ridgely 
Goldsborough, Master Motivational Story Teller/Humorist: 
“Ahead of you lies a path that only you can tread. It extends far 
into the distance, fraught with bumps and potholes, heavy under- 
growth and steep hills. At various peaks, your dreams wait 
patiently for you, exalting you to fulfill them and look ahead to 
the next one.” 


Carmen Arango 

Bull rider Gary Richard takes time for a quick photo 
with Andre Jumper. 
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Emma Brown 

ROLL CALL: During Impact Week students were able to explore Washington as a living classroom. 


Seminole Students Attend Close-Up Program 


By Emma Brown 

WASHINGTON, DC — During the first 
week of Feb., Seminole students from Big Cypress, 
Immokalee, and Fort Pierce attended the Close-Up 
Program in Washington, DC. This was the 7th year 
that tribal students from all United Southeastern 
Tribes (USET) have attended the Close-Up program 
during Impact Week in Washington. This is a great 
way for students to have direct contact with their 
Tribal leaders. The Close-Up program is designed 
with the following three ideas in mind: 

We must understand history to take action in 
the present. During the program, students explore the 


history of U.S. /Tribal relations in an effort to under- 
stand what the relationship is now 

We have to understand how the political 
process works before we can think about what we 
want to happen. The relationship between the U.S. 
and Tribal governments is very complex; if you 
understand the structure and process, you will not be 
as frustrated when you are trying to make changes for 
your community 

We have to understand the skills of citizen- 
ship before we can practice it. Citizenship seems like 
a straightforward concept. However, it’s actually very 
complex and it takes time to develop the skills you 
will need to lead your community. 

While studies show that youths are more actively 
involved in providing voluntary services to meet the 
needs of people in their communities, the same stu- 


dents show that young people are more distrustful of 
the political system, more disengaged from the politi- 
cal process, and more cynical about the usefulness of 
politics than ever before. 

Without the involvement of young people, 
the future of our communities is very bleak. 

American Indian Tribal governments are well aware 
of this crisis, which is why the Close-Up program has 
developed this hands-on approach to educate tribal 
youth and help them become more involved and 
effective citizens. 

During this week, students were able to 
explore Washington, DC as a living classroom. They 
spoke with national and tribal decision- 
makers, and talked about areas of concern 
in their community. They are encouraged 
to take their ideas home, share it with oth- 
ers, and use it to improve the lives of the 
people in their communities. 

The Seminole children were a very 
impressive and innovative group through- 
out the week by sharing positive ideas and 
goals that they have for their communities. 
This program opens the door for every 
tribal citizen to see first hand how our trib- 
al leaders work with Washington leaders 
every day, to lobby for the rights of Native 
Americans, and to keep all that natives 
have and deserve. 

More 10-12 graders should chose to 
attend the Close-Up program next year to 
be able to become a valuable part the 
Seminole Tribe’s future and to learn ways 
of assisting and creating a positive future 
for the tribe. 

Not only did the students learn 
about tribal politics and interactions with 
our nation’s capitol, but they also formed everlasting 
friendships with students attending from other Tribes, 
such as Poarch Creek, Mashantucket Pequot, 
Mohegan, Chitimacha, Coushatta, Tunica-Biloxi, 
Cherokee, Seneca, and St. Regis Mohawk. 

As stated in the Close-Up teacher manual, 
“No neighborhood, no city, no nation can achieve its 
full potential without the active involvement and 
leadership of its youth!” 

The Education Department looks forward to 
next year’s Close-Up program and hopes to have 
members from each reservation join in on this won- 
derful and fun learning experience. This year’s group 
of Close-Up students’ wishes to thank Jim Shore for 
spending valuable time with them, listening to their 
concerns, comments, and ideas for the Seminole 
Tribe. 



Brighton Annual Super Bowl Rib Cook-Off 



By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On Feb. 

1, Super Bowl Sunday, the 
Brighton community hosted their 
Fourth Annual Rib Cook-Off. This 
year’s celebration was the biggest 
and best yet. There were 19 two- 
man teams that battled for the title 
of the “best rib cookers around.” 

Along with the barbecue 
rib cook-off, the women had a lit- 
tle competition of their own by 
putting their fry bread and pump- 
kin bread cooking skills to work. 

There were more than 30 women 
showing off their cultural cooking 
talents by competing in these two 
contests. 

The First Annual Rib 
Cook-Off began four years ago as 
a means of resolving the age old 
argument of who the best cooks 
really were around the Brighton 
Rez. As always, the judges had an 
extremely tough time deciding 
who and which teams were most 

deserving of bragging rights for 

the next year. 

Along with bragging rights, winners 
received cash prizes and trophies for their efforts. 


Elizabeth Johns 

John Huff Jr. (center) with 1st place winners Angel and Bill Osceola. 


Once the results were in and the winners were award- 
ed, a nice feast was served and everyone was then 

able to put their own judging 
to taste. 

A great big thank 
you goes to Roger Smith, 
Johnny Jones, and the 
Brighton Education 
Department for their gracious 
donations that were given to 
help make this event possible 
and successful. 

Thank you to Mary Jo Micco, 
John Huff Jr., and Liz and 
Alex Johns for also helping 
make this year’s cook-off a 
success. Congratulations to 
the following winners: 

Barbecue Ribs: 

1st - Bill and Angel Osceola, 
2nd- J.R. Huff and Mike 
Fish, 3rd - John Huff Jr. and 
Alex Johns. 

Frybread: 1st - 
Alice Snow, 2nd - Grace 
Koontz, 3rd - Josephine Villa 
Pumpkin Bread: 1st - Betty 
Billie, 2nd - Jenny Snow, 3rd 
- Joyce Jumper. 

Elizabeth Johns 


John Huff Jr. and pumpkin bread 1st place winner Betty Billie. 


Seminoles Attend Safari Club Convention 


By Emma Brown 

RENO, NV — During the month of 
January, a group of bow hunters attended the 43rd 
Annual Safari Club International (SCI) Convention. 
This convention is held every year and represents one 
of the largest hunting organizations in the world. 

SCI is one of the largest lobbyists in 
Washington, D.C. that helps fight for hunter’s consti- 
tutional rights and helps assure hunting continues to 
be part of the world’s future. The 
association is made up of thou- 
sands of members from every con- 
tinent. From presidents and kings 
to plain old county folk, the sport 
of hunting is a common bond that 
they all share. 

Roger Smith, Brighton 
Council Representative, Richard 
Henry, Tampa Liaison, Todd and 
Alex Johns, and Bill Merriwether 
traveled to Reno, Nev. to attend 
this year’s convention. 

The goal for the group 
was to obtain as much knowledge 
as possible about forming a chapter 
for SCI back in Seminole Country. 

They also did a little shopping at 
the trade show which took two 
days to cover. The group felt very 
fortunate to be a part of the con- 
vention and was able to meet some 
TV celebrities like Dave Watson 
and Jim Shockey who are stars that 
grace The Outdoor Channel. 

The group was also able to get a glimpse of 
General Norman Schwarzkopf and Oliver North, and 
unfortunately just missed seeing Former President 
George Bush. The group feels that the goal of the 
convention was met and that they are very hopeful to 


be forming a new SCI chapter in Seminole Country 
very soon. 

They would like to invite all bow hunting 
enthusiast interested in joining the organization to 
please look for upcoming information that will be 
posted in upcoming Seminole Tribune articles and 
communities. 

Before this new Seminole chapter of SCI 
has been officially formed, local bow hunters have 


already submitted potential record book animals, 
taken with a bow, to the SCI for scoring. The group 
is very excited on the formation of the club, seeing it 
grow by involving all interested bow hunters, and 
sharing hunting stories with others. 



Seminole Tribune 


Attendees at the SCI Convention brought valuable knowledge back 
to Florida in hoped of starting a Safari Club in Seminole Country. 



Photo by Paula Cassels 

Friends of Chairman Mitchell Cypress. Special guests from Oklahoma enjoyed their stay, visiting 
the different reservation of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 


L-R: Rusty Powell, Wahilla Doonkeen, Mitchell Cypress, Clarence Johnson, Matt Tiger. 
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Seminole Police Department Honors Employees 



Melissa Sherman 


(L-R) Doug Zamora and Calvin Harrison holding their respective Officer of the Year Awards and Life 
Saving Awards. 



Melissa Sherman 


Rhonda Rotton, SPD Employee of the Year, proudly 
displays her award. 


By Melissa Sherman 

HOLLYWOOD — Three Seminole Police 
Department (SPD) employees received awards 
Monday Feb. 9 at the awards ceremony held by the 
Seminole Department of Law Enforcement. 

The ceremony began after a community 
verses Seminole Police softball game was held; SPD 
narrowly lost by one run. A large white tent was set 
up in the parking lot of SPD where employees and 
tribal citizens gathered for a well deserved chicken 
and rib dinner. 

Chief of Police Mike Floyd was happy to 
award the title Employee of the Year to Rhonda 
Rotton, Records Supervisor. Rotton has been an SPD 
employee for 15 years. 

“This individual is a very hard worker and 
works many long hours, and has been a very loyal 
employee,” said Chief Floyd. 

Chief Floyd then told a story about a call 
two officers responded to in Hollywood Estates 
Mobile homes where a man had stopped breathing 
and had no pulse. Officers Calvin Harrison and Doug 
Zamora preformed CPR and resuscitated the individ- 
ual before fire and rescue teams arrived. 

Harrison and Zamora were both awarded 
Officer of the Year and a Life Saving Award. After a 
very emotional thank you speech by both officers, 
they humbly accepted their awards and all attendees 
congratulated the two. 


Hollywood Reservation Curfew 

Attention all Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Hollywood Residents 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida has a curfew ordinance already 

established. 

Effective immediately, the Seminole Police Department will be 
strictly enforcing this ordinance, for the benefit of the children 

younger than 
18 years of age. 

Sun. through Thur. children shall not be out alone without their 
parent(s)/guardian(s) after 10 p.m. 

On Fri. and Sat. children are not allowed out alone without their 
parent(s)/guardian(s) after 12 a.m. 

As parents, please assist in continuing to create a 
safe community. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Seminole Police 
Department at (954) 967-8900. 


Seminole Police Department Crime Statistics 


January 2004 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

Number of 
Offenses 

Total Value 
Property 
Stolen 

Total 

Arrests 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

Indian 

Asian 

Murder 












Sex Offense 












Robbery 












Aggravated Battery 

3 


2 



1 

1 



2 


Battery 

19 


11 



7 

4 

8 


3 


Burglary 

7 

37415 

1 



1 




1 


Larceny 

21 

9924 

1 



1 




1 


Motor Vehicle Theft 

1 

22850 











Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests 

Drug Type 

Amount 

Value 

Marijuana (grams) 

39.4 

$255 

Cocaine (grams) 

1.3 

$60 

Crack Cocaine (grams) 

8.4 

$790 

Alprazolam / Xanax (pills) 

14 

$70 

Oxycodone (pills) 



Oxycontin (pills) 



Crystal Methamphetamines 

34 

$680 

Other Narcotics (pills) 

34 

$680 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

Irian 

Asian 

DUI 










Stolen Property 










Weapons Violation 










Liquor Law Violation 

1 

1 





1 



Miscellaneous 

22 



17 

5 

5 

8 

9 


Drugs (Possession / Sale) 

12 



8 

4 

3 

3 

6 




CRIME STOPPERS WILL PAY UP TO 
$51,000 AND THE SEMINOLE TRIBE 


WILL PAY AN ADDITIONAL $49,000 FOR 


THE ARREST OF THE SUSPECT(S). 



ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2002, JIM 
SHORE, THE GENERAL COUNSEL FOR THE 
SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, WAS SHOT 
WHILE SITTING INSIDE HIS HOME. PLEASE 
HELP US CATCH THE CRIMINAL(S) AND 
BRING THEM TO JUSTICE! IF YOU HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION ABOUT THIS CRIME, OR IF 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES... 


PLEASE CALL AND 
REMAIN ANONYMOUS! 
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Master Flutist Sonny Nevaquaya 
Holds Fourth Annual Flute Retreat 



By Shelley Marmor 

BIG CYPRESS — The Fourth 
Annual Flute Retreat took place Feb. 17 - 
20 at Billie Swamp Safari. Master flutist 
Sonny Nevaquaya instructed 
about 20 students, half of which 
attended last year’s retreat. 

One student, Deborah 
Peterson, traveled all the way 
from Anchorage, Alaska to 
attend the class. Nevaquaya’s 
nephew, Albert Bordeaux, trav- 
eled all the way from the 
Rosebud Reservation in South 
Dakota, to assist his uncle and 
make his own flute. 

Tribal citizens includ- 
ing Joe Benji Osceola and Mary 
Jene Coppedge also attended 
the retreat. 

Nevaquaya sits on the 
Board of Directors for The 
International Native American 
Flute Association. He also 
comes from a flute-making 
family. Relatives including his 
father, renown flutist Doc Tate 
Nevaquaya, and brother have 
also practiced this art. 

While instructing the 
class, he showed them one of 
his father’s flutes he had cut in half. 
Nevaquaya said he unfortunately had to 
open the flute because he forgot how his 
father constructed the inside and made the 


flute’s sound so perfect. 

At this retreat he did much of the 
initial work for the students, such as cut- 
ting out the actual shape of the flute in 


Shelley Marmor 

Philip Shenefelt (left) learns flute making techniques from 
Sonny Nevaquaya. 


either white pine, cedar or cypress. 
Nevaquaya said this will give the students 
enough time to perfect the flute’s sound 
since the retreat only lasted three days. 


“The hardest part of Native 
American flute making is tuning,” he said. 
“When I hear a good sound, I stop.” 

After sanding the flute to make 
the outside smooth and carving 
out both halves of the inside to 
achieve the perfect sound, the 
two halves of the flute are 
glued together and left to bond 
overnight. Nevaquaya said stu- 
dents must have the inside 
smooth and “looking like 
glass” before they glue the 
flute together otherwise it 
won’t play well. 

The flute also needs a 
reed, which are made with 
wood cutouts about three inch- 
es in height. These wood 
cutouts can be of anything the 
flute maker wants. At this 
retreat Nevaquaya made some 
cutouts for the group to choose 
from, including wolves, otters 
and bears. 

Nevaquaya told the 
students they have to practice 
at good flute making because it 
rarely comes natural to anyone. 

He also told them to take it “a 

little at a time.” 

“Just like you all, it didn’t hap- 
pen for me overnight,” Nevaquaya said. 
“My first flutes were like caveman 
flutes.” 



Shelley Marmor 


As day three of the Fourth Annual Flute Retreat came to an end, students were eager to show off their completed flutes. 







Revival Meeting with Richard 
Pickup, Cherokee Evangelist 


Submitted by K.B. Schaller, First 
Seminole Indian Baptist Church 

Pastor Paul Buster believes 
that Psalm 122:1, I was glad when they 
said to me, Let us go into the house of 
the Lord , is a fitting invitation to 
revival, scheduled April 4-8, featuring 
Cherokee evangelist, Richard Pickup, 
of Salina, Okla. 

The serv- 
ices, to be held at 
First Seminole 
Indian Baptist 
Church, 4701 
Stirling Road, Ft. 

Lauderdale, where 
Paul Buster has 
served as pastor for 
nearly ten years, 
will kick off each 
night with supper at 
5:30 p.m. In addi- 
tion to the thunder- 
ing sermons of 
Pickup beginning at 
7:30 p.m., services 
will also include 
singing, testi- 
monies, and special 
music. 

Believing 
that the answer to 
the many spiritual 
problems plaguing 
Native people is 
lack of belief in 
and commitment to 
Jesus Christ. Buster 
further states that 
revival calls peo- 
ple’s attention to 
their own mortality 
and spiritual need. 

Though 
the April revival 
will be Evangelist 
Pickup’s first time 
at First Seminole 
Indian Baptist 
Church, his fiery 
preaching style is 
well-known in 
South Florida 
Indian congrega- 
tions in Brighton, 

Big Cypress, and Indiantown. 

Pastor Buster expresses his 
excitement about the coming event. 

“Everybody is welcome to 
come,” he said. “And we encourage 
them to attend.” 

He voices hope that other 
local Indian congregations, especially, 
will attend. He further expresses his 
belief that the revival will be an oppor- 
tunity to heal the breach between 


Native churches. Noting the many dan- 
gers broadcasted by today’s media, 
Buster also expresses concern that 
Native people - and the nation as a 
whole - need to heed the signs of the 
time that warn of disasters to come, 
when a people turn away from God. 

Placing his faith the message 


of Christianity, Pastor Buster readily 
recites 11 Chronicles 7:14: If my peo- 
ple, which are called by My name shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek 
My face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land. 

For further information about 
the revival please contact (954) 585- 
0400; or E-mail chariot07@msn.com. 



K.B. Schaller 

Evangelist Richard Pickup 
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lobs Starting Out at $55/hr for Regular Limos 
and $85/hr for SUV Limos 


MILLENIUM LIMOj INC 


www, [nilktniun Ji[iK>.com 

Offering the largest SUV Fleet in South Florida and the lowest prices 


Fleet: F350 IS Passenger, Excursions from 18/22/26 passengers, 
Hummer H2. Cadillac Escalade 2004, If} Passenger Lincoln Itiwncar. 


We offer Everything from Wedding, Night Outs, 
Airport and Port Transfers* Excursions and much more 


Toll-free Number 800-808-2062, Fax 954-704-0106 
Email Address: milleniumliinos@aol.com 


We cover the following counties: 

Lee, Collier, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach 
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Water Co mmis sion Meeting 


Gila River Indian Community to Benefit From 
Expansion of Indian Land Consolidation Program 


Submitted By the U.S. Department of the Interior 

SACATON, AZ — On a visit to the Gila 
River Indian Reservation in south-central Arizona, 
U.S. Department of the Interior Secretary Gale 
Norton, joined by Gila River Governor Richard 
Narcia, announced that the Gila River Indian 
Community has been designated as an expansion site 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Indian Land 
Consolidation Program. 

The Secretary announced on Monday that 
President Bush is included an unprecedented $75 mil- 
lion in the fiscal year 2005 federal budget for the 
Department of the Interior’s historic Indian Land 
Consolidation program. The budget reflects a $53.3 
million increase in funding for the department’s ongo- 
ing efforts to acquire small, fractionated ownership 
shares in allotted Indian lands from willing sellers. 
The Gila River Indian Community has one of the 
highest numbers of fractionated parcels in the nation. 

“One of the greatest challenges managing 
trust responsibilities is the fractionation of individual 
Indian interests on land that the federal government 
holds in trust,” Norton said. “Without corrective 
action, millions of acres of land will be owned by 
such small ownership interests that no individual 
owner will derive any meaningful value. President 
Bush has responded to the challenge by proposing to 
invest an historic amount, $75 million, to expand the 
Indian Land Consolidation Program.” 


The Indian Land Consolidation Program is a 
key component in the department’s trust reform and 
management efforts. Once interests are purchased, 
title can then be transferred to the tribe. Purchase of 
fractional interests increases the likelihood of more 
productive economic use of the land, reduces record- 
keeping and large numbers of small dollar financial 
transactions and decreases the number of interests 
subject to probate. 

It also reduces the federal burden of manag- 
ing those interests where, in many cases, the cost to 
account for and probate highly fractionated tracts far 
exceeds either the owners’ receipts or the value of the 
underlying property. 

“By working with the Gila River Indian 
Community to reduce the number of tracts held in 
fractionated ownership, economic development can 
be expanded for housing developments and better 
long-term planning,” Norton said. “Our program will 
help reduce the burden on the federal government 
and, more importantly, help create new opportunities 
for the Gila River Indian community” 

The BIA began the Indian Land 
Consolidation Program as a pilot program on three 
reservations in 1999. It was later expanded to seven 
reservations in four states. As of Dec. 31, 2003, pro- 
gram funds purchased 68,938 individual interests, 
representing 42,075 acres. 


By Shelley Marmor 

BIG CYPRESS — On Tuesday Feb. 17, the 
Seminole Water Commission met at the Big Cypress 
Family Investment Center. One of the items on their 
agenda was the federally mandates triennial review 
of the water quality on the Big Cypress and Brighton 
reservations. 

Craig Tepper, Director of the Water 
Resources Department, explained that basically this 
means every three years the water quality must be 
looked at to ensure that it meets all of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) standards. 
He added that reviews of the water quality can occur 
at any time, but this review is mandatory under the 
EPA’s Clean Water Act. 

“We’re allowed to have as many [reviews] 
as we want,” he said. “We have the option to recon- 
vene and come back again.” 

Tepper asked any concerned citizens from 
Big Cypress or Brighton to contact the Water 
Resources Department and voice their concerns about 
water quality. 

In addition to this issue, the commission 
also discussed an issue with Jones Loop Road in 


If you know of any fellow tribal citizen who 
is deployed overseas, please E-mail Sherry Girty, 
Founder of Operation Native Americans Overseas, at 
shergirt@yahoo.com. She will add him/her to her 
growing list of Native Americans overseas for letters 
of support and care packages. 


Brighton. Construction to this road is slated to begin 
later this year, according to Tepper. The members 
approved this unanimously. 

They also unanimously decided to allow Joe 
Frank to build a livestock pond on his property in 
Big Cypress. He will build the pond himself, and also 
pay for construction costs himself. 

At the last Water Commission meeting on 
Dec. 16, 2003, the members approved the construc- 
tion of a 100-acre mine in Big Cypress. This mine 
delivers extracted rock materials from the ground. 

The mined rock is then used either for construction 
purposes on the Big Cypress reservation, or sold to 
contractors. 

According to Marlon Ham, a consultant to 
the Water Commission, “the existing mine is doing 
real good.” To date 100 acres have been mined, and 
89 remain. Harn also provided a cost analysis for 
mining the remaining acres to the commission mem- 
bers and they approved it unanimously. 

The next Water Commission meeting will 
take place April 20 in Big Cypress. To contact the 
Water Resources Department, please call (954) 967- 
3402. 


If you like to become a pen pal with those 
Native Americans overseas, send her an E-mail as 
well. 

Please check out http://www.aicco.org 
/troops. asp, which houses those Native Americans we 
currently have on our site. 


Help Support Native Americans Overseas 
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Dr. Rush Can Help Yom 


Dr, Brian C, Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
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(954) 432-5006 

[Located next to Bally Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza,) 

We accept jour Insurance plan. FFO's.. POS, Medicare, Auto Insurance also accepted. 
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4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 

BROWAUDMOTOWSPOBTS-CQM 


CUSTOM BILLET GRILLES 
FOR ALL 
CARS i TRUCKS 


Criminal Defense 


606 WLS ] SUGAKLAND HWY. 
Cl FW1STON,. Fl OR IDA 

♦ 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 


LIFT KIT3A.OWERINO KITS 13" - ZE" CUSTOM WHEELS AIRAID / SUPERCHIPS 


AUDIO VOX DVDVCP-TUHER FIBERGLASS TON NO'S BREJSHGU ARDS/N ER FBA RS 

M-F Bam - 6pm t WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM I SAT 9am - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD t FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 

(954) 981-7223 / FAX: (954) 981-3401 
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DU I 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 

Traffic Tickets 

♦ 


GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU r JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 

-JL- GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
^ GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! ^ 


TOOL BOXES 


BILLET GRILLES 


ALL TIRES 13"- 44" 


AJR INTAKES 
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Family Services - The Importance of Healthy Relationships 



Carmen Arango keeps the Family Services booth under control and makes time to 
talk to a tribal citizen. 


Big Cypress Family 
Services Booth 

The Family Services Department 
was present for Dividend Day to encour- 
age everyone to foster “Healthy 
Relationships.” 

Tina Mennella put together a 
very attractive basket of “love” goodies, 
which was raffled. Carmen Arango 
manned the table and gave out goodies, 
apples and raffle tickets. Marisol Garcia 
did her thing with the camera again; she's 
getting quite good at it. 

Lynda Fleischman painted t- 
shirts again, and the children got involved 
this time, making beautiful pictures and 
expressing love for their families. Lucille 
Jumper assisted in her own quiet way by 
making coloring books for the children 
and being generally helpful. 

Overall, the day went very well, 
with the community getting involved and 
enjoying the presence of the Family 
Services staff. 



Brighton Family Services Booth 


The entire Brighton staff participated and had a 
great morning with a table set up for tribal citizens during 
Dividend Day. Kay Begin, Brenda Walker and Tony 
Bullington began the day by setting up the table in front of 
the field office. The table was decorated in Valentine’s Day 
colors and was decked out with our new Family Services 
banner created by Brighton’s own, Jason Thomas. 

Residents were greeted by the staff and were treat- 
ed to a variety of muffins, orange juice, water, soft drinks 
and hot coffee. Each visitor was encouraged to take 
resources for parenting and relationships, balloons for the 
kids and to sign up for the drawing for an adult and child 
gift basket. Kelli Burgess and Lois Jenkins joined Tony 
Bullington and continued the staff greetings as people con- 
tinued to stop by and partake of the goodies. 

The morning passed into the noon hour with Harold 
Baxley and Tony Bullington providing the contact for the 
residents. The table was closed at approximately 12:30 p.m. 
and was declared a profitable event by the staff. Ninety-six 
people registered for the gift baskets. Anaya Youngblood’s 
name was drawn for the children’s basket and Amanda 
Smith claimed the basket as the adult winner. 

All of the Brighton Family Services staff hopes that 
the community members enjoyed the table as much as we 
did by providing it. 



Anaya Youngblood 



Amanda Smith 





Linda Fleischman had fun working with the youngsters. 



T-shirt painting artists, 


Immokalee Family Services Booth 


Immokalee Family Services 
Department had a booth in the Field 
Office for Dividend Day. The topic was 
“Healthy Relationships” and flyers with 
hints for a healthy relationship were dis- 
tributed by Laura Heritier and Billie 
Napper. 

Napper had baked two batches 
of cookies for a taste test. One batch of 
cookies was made with sugar and one 
batch was made with Splenda®. The 
general consensus was that the cookies 
baked with Splenda® were very tasty 


and were not significantly different in 
taste from the batch made with sugar. 

There were also a variety of 
soft drinks, cold water and apples for 
snacking. A raffle was held for a gift 
basket in which more than 55 people 
entered. The winner of the gift basket 
was Roy Garza. It was fun to see the 
people from the community and to have 
a chance to chat with people. 

The response to the booths has 
been very positive and we are looking 
forward to next month’s activities. 


Hollywood Family Services Booth 



This month’s theme was healthy relationships. Family Services made avail- 
able handouts on what are healthy relationships and what are the positive 
effects of being in a healthy relationship. To go along with this theme, a prize 
was raffled off to those who participated, about 40 people. The prize was a 
gift pack for a Blockbuster movie night including gift certificate, popcorn, 
soda and candy. There was a good turn out and enjoyed the interactions. 
Congratulations to Morningstar Osceola for winning the movie prize. Next 
month the theme will be self-esteem, and we are inviting everyone to come 
over and participate. 
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Teens at Risk 


By Mary Olitzky, LMHC 
Family Services Counselor 

Statistics also show that most 
parents do not believe their own teen 
has a drinking/drug problem. 
Unfortunately, parents are usually the 
last to know. 

Most teens do not believe that 
they have a substance abuse problem 
even if they use drugs or alcohol. Who 
doesn’t remember being a teen and say- 
ing, “It won’t happen to me.” 

Statistics show these pathways 
on the road to addiction: 

Nearly 65% of teens try cigarettes 
before reaching 17. Of these, 
nearly 52 percent will become 
regular smokers, smoking 
from 2-10 cigarettes on a 
daily basis 

Of the teens who smoke cigarettes, 
65 percent will try marijuana; 
of those, 49 percent will 
smoke marijuana on a regular 
basis. 

Of the teens who smoke marijuana, 
65 percent will experiment 
with other drugs, from 
inhalants, to crystal metham- 
phetamine, even heroin 

Of the teens who smoke marijuana, 
7 1 percent will use alcohol 

Of the 58 percent of teens who 
drink alcohol, 82 percent will 
develop a serious drinking 
problem 

Teens that try or experiment with 
gateway drugs are 266 times 
more apt to use hard drugs 

Of the 65 percent who experiment 
with other drugs, 47 percent 
will become addicted. 

Source: Indiana Prevention 


Resource Center, University of 
Michigan Institute for Social Research: 
The Center on Addiction and Substance 
Abuse, Columbia National Institute on 
Drug Abuse; American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 

As a parent, instilling social, 
family and religious values can help 
your teens. Values give young people 
reasons to say no, and will help them 
stick to their decisions. 

You can make your family’s values 
clear by: 

Communicating your values open- 
ly. Discuss what is important 
to you and why. 

Act in ways that support those val- 
ues. Evaluate your use of alco- 
hol, tobacco, etc. If kids see 
you abusing substances, they 
are likely to follow your lead. 

Talk to your kids to make sure 
they understand family values. 

Set and enforce rules against the 
use of drugs and alcohol. 

When teens were asked, most 
said that they want more time with par- 
ents. Spending time with your kids 
helps you both stay connected and 
gives you important information about 
what your teen is doing. 

If you discover your teen has a 
drug or alcohol problem, seek some 
help in the community or from a pro- 
fessional. When you seek help, your 
teen will probably become angry with 
you. Better to have them here and 
angry, than overdosed on drugs. 

Mary Olitzky is a Counselor 
with Family Services who specializes 
in alcohol and drug abuse problems. 

She can be reached at (954) 964-6338. 


Children’s Substance Abuse 
Prevention Program 


Tony Roberts, Family Services 
Counselor in Hollywood, facilitates a 
kids group in the Dorothy Scott 
Osceola (DSO) building every 
Wednesday afternoon from 3:30 p.m. - 
4:30 p.m. On Feb. 4, Roberts began the 
first of a series of groups on Supportive 
Education for Children of Addictive 
Parents. 

He is using materials provided 
by the Department of Health and 
Human Services, Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration 
Center for Substance Abuse Prevention. 


With the “Children’s Program 
Kit,” he will be able to provide children 
of addicted parents with the informa- 
tion and skills to better deal with the 
consequences of living with addicted 
parents. The program is divided into 
five sections. Each section has an intro- 
duction that details the materials it con- 
tains and how to use it. Roberts and the 
kids are equally enthusiastic about this 
exciting new program. 

For more information, contact 
Tony Roberts at (954) 964-6338. 


Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 


Brighton 

Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at 
Sober House 

Thursday 12 p.m. - 1 p.m. at Sober 
House 

Okeechobee 

Sobriety in the Swamp - Call Harold 
for meeting times 

Hollywood 

Wednesday 8:30 p.m. - 9:30p.m. at 
Old Hotmeals 

Friday 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. in the Clinic 
Conference Room 

Big Cypress 

Tuesday 12 p.m. - 1 p.m. at Sober 
House 

Wednesday - Transportation provided 


to the Hollywood AA meeting 
Thursday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at 
Sober House 

Clewiston 

Tuesday 8 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. - 
Beginners meeting 

Friday 8 p.m. - 9 p.m. - Regular meet- 
ing 

Immokalee 

Monday 7 p.m. - 8 p.m at Friendship 
House 

Thursday 7 p.m. - 8 p.m at Friendship 
House 

Contact Family Services for more 
information or to arrange transporta- 
tion. 


Family Services Department 

Phone Numbers 

Hollywood: 

Immokalee: 

(954) 964-6338 

(239) 657-6567 

Big Cypress: 

Tampa: 

(863) 902-3206 

(813) 846-3100 

Brighton: 

Ft. Pierce: 

(863) 763-7700 

(772) 467-2454 


Pregnant and Addicted? 

Please contact 

Family Setvioes Immediately. 

Let us help you 
before the baby is tom' 

Thank you! 

HoHywoodj 

Birj Cypress: 063-902-3 2C6 
tirtghtanr a£>/63-//a[> 



********* 


The Road to Recovery: Martin Gopher 



Martin Gopher says that his jour- 
ney to recovery began approximately four 
years ago. He had struggled in his own 
strength for nearly a year before finding 
assistance at Family Services for 
a residential placement. 

Gopher was admitted 
into the Miccosukee Treatment 
Center and successfully complet- 
ed the six month program. He 
was subsequently admitted to the 
Challenges Halfway House in Ft. 
Fauderdale, Fla. He said that the 
halfway house was like a home, 
but he only survived by having 
some weekend visits back to the 
reservation. 

Gopher was in that pro- 
gram for eight months before 
returning to Brighton. He resided 
at Brighton, Fake Port and 
Okeechobee before settling at his 
present location in Clewiston, 

Fla. 

An Alcoholics 

Anonymous (AA) celebration 
was held on Jan. 29 at the Big 
Cypress Reservation. The meet- 
ing highlighted and honored sev- 
eral community members, includ- 
ing Martin, for their continued 
sobriety. He attributes his four 
year success in sobriety to staying 


active in AA and his personal determina- 
tion “to stay sober and not back up 
again.” 

For now, Gopher plans to keep 


enjoying life, to help his friends in need 
and to utilize the tools he has learned in 
treatment to keep clean and sober. 


Martin Gopher 


The Road to Recovery: Sydney Gore 


By Sydney Gore 

Sydney Gore, a life long 
Brighton resident, probably qualifies for a 
degree from the school of hard knocks. 

He has known the ups and downs, the 


highs and lows, not to mention the body 
aches of being a bronc rider in the rodeo. 
Gore has also known the “knocks” that 
come on the long road of addiction. 

“I was actively involved in alco- 


hol and drug abuse for over twenty 
years,” Gore said. 

He began at the age of thirteen 
and continued until the age of thirty five. 
Gore was previously sent to residential 
treatment but they did not seem to work. 

“Treatment programs aren’t the 
answer,” he said. “You must have the 
desire to change, and that has to come 
from within your heart.” 

Two-and-a-half years ago, Gore 
made a decision in his heart to get off of 
the road of addiction and to start traveling 
the road to recovery. He has maintained 
his commitment and remained clean and 
sober by being active in church, attending 
weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings, 
with his Family Services counselor, 
choosing his friends carefully and making 
good choices. 

“I make the choice for today, 
stay busy and reach out to the young peo- 
ple,” said Gore. 

He has been sharing his testimo- 
ny at the local Christian School and Pull- 
Out Program. Gore is scheduled to speak 
at several other schools. 

He hopes to reach some of the 
young people and show them a better road 
before some of them choose the hard road 
to addiction. 



Dangerous Mix of Drugs 


By Billie Napper 

Recently there have been several 
incidents where teenagers on the 
Immokalee reservation have shown evi- 
dence of drug use. Interestingly enough, 
several teenagers have told us that they 
don’t use drugs, but they know of some 
people who do. The drugs that are most 
often named are alcohol, marijuana, 
cocaine, PCP and Xanax bars. A combina- 
tion of any of these drugs can be very 
dangerous to the point of being life threat- 
ening. 

We all know about alcohol. 
Alcohol has been around forever. I’ve 
even seen articles where the guys who 
study dinosaurs think that some of the 
dinosaurs were getting drunk on ferment- 
ed berries and fruits long before man 
appeared on the scene. For most adults, a 
small amount of alcohol is not a problem. 
A small amount of alcohol refers to one or 
two twelve ounce beers, one or two six 
ounce glasses of wine, or one or two 
mixed drinks. 

The problem is that when people 
mix their own drinks, they tend to just 
pour alcohol in rather than measuring it. 
One serving of alcohol is one shot of hard 
liquor. Just pouring hard liquor in a glass 
can result in the equivalent of three or 
more drinks. Unfortunately, when you 
drink more than two drinks per day, your 
body starts having trouble digesting the 
alcohol and some nasty things start hap- 
pening. 

Xanax is a prescribed medica- 
tion. The Physician’s Desk Reference is a 
book that lists all prescription drugs and 
tells what they do and what the dangers 
are. Xanax is used to treat anxiety. 
Symptoms of using Xanax include 
drowsiness, light-headedness, tiredness, 
impaired coordination, irritability, sweat- 
ing and memory impairment. Xanax bars 
are eight times stronger than the dosage 
that is usually recommended when 
patients first start using Xanax. Teenagers 
who use two or more Xanax bars are run- 


ning a risk of slowing their body func- 
tions down so much that they die. 

Combining Xanax and alcohol is 
a particularly deadly combination. Both 
drugs slow down the breathing, and taking 
them together can slow down the breath- 
ing so much that the body doesn't func- 
tion, which means that it dies. 

Many people will tell you that 
marijuana is safe because it is a plant. 
There are many plants out there that result 
in death or extreme illness when eaten, 
drunk or smoked. Marijuana has over four 
hundred chemicals in it. We've only stud- 
ied about a hundred of these chemicals. 
There has been a move on for years to 
have marijuana legalized. The reason it 
hasn't been legalized is that it causes 
many problems among users. Several 
studies have shown that people who oper- 
ate vehicles as much as 48 hours after 
using marijuana may be so impaired that 
they operate the vehicles unsafely and 
many of them crash. 

If you've watched television in 
the last few years, you know that cocaine 
is hazardous to your health. Ironically, 
young athletes seem to be the worst 
affected by cocaine. There are many 
recorded incidents of young people who 
did not know they had a heart problem, 
they used cocaine and ended up dying of 
a heart attack. Just using cocaine tends to 
cause family problems, financial prob- 
lems, legal problems, and health prob- 
lems. 

Phencyclidine, or PCP, is one of 
those drugs that just baffle people who 
understand how it works on the body. 

PCP is a hallucinogenic, which means that 
when you use it, things you see, hear, feel 
or smell are changed. Those of us who are 
old enough to remember the 1970s are 
well aware of the problems with PCP. 

PCP tends to make people think that they 
are so strong that nothing can hurt them. 

This feeling has resulted in many 
people dying from doing some really 
crazy things such as jumping off buildings 


because they think they can fly, or chal- 
lenging lions and then getting mauled. 

PCP was originally developed as an anes- 
thetic. Anesthetics are used to put people 
to sleep so that they don't feel pain during 
surgery. The reason the drug was dropped 
for this use is that people had really bad 
reactions when they woke up. Because 
they didn't feel the pain, they would often 
hurt themselves. Pain serves a good pur- 
pose in our body. Pain stops you from 
doing things that hurt your body. 

A sprained ankle causes pain, 
which makes you stay off the ankle, giv- 
ing it a chance to heal. Fight managers in 
the 1 960s would give boxers PCP so that 
they wouldn't feel pain and would keep on 
fighting even after they had been hurt 
badly. One former boxer told me that he 
sometimes wondered why he couldn't get 
out of bed the morning after a fight. When 
he learned about the effects of PCP, he 
knew that his manager had been giving 
him PCP so he would keep on boxing. 

The boxer said he could think of 
several times when he could have died 
because of the injuries he received. One 
effect of PCP that dealers won't tell you is 
that it makes you go out of your mind. 

The real problem with this is that you 
never know which trip is going to be the 
one that short-circuits your brain, causing 
a trip that you just don't come home from. 

The real problem is that 
teenagers tend to think that they are inde- 
structible. They all think if anything bad 
happens, it will happen to someone else, 
not them. Parents must stay aware of how 
their children are behaving and they need 
to immediately deal with any signs of 
drug use. The longer drug use goes on, the 
harder it is for the person to quit the 
drugs. Any child is too valuable to lose, 
and we must all do what we can to help 
the children. 

For more information, please 
contact Billie Napper at (239) 657-6567. 


Words of Wellness 


Dear Words: 

Since it is the New Year, I have 
decided to give up drinking. I have done 
this in the past, but I always seem to drink 
again. My husband says I am an alcoholic, 
but I just think I drink too much at times. 
Any suggestions? 

Signed, 

Social Drinker 

Dear Social: 

The fact that your husband 
thinks you have a problem shows that 


your drinking is affecting your family. 
You sound like you are ready to explore 
ways to stop drinking. In addition to tra- 
ditional ways , you may want to talk to 
someone you trust , a pastor , friend or 
counselor about the problem. 

Many people who are alcoholics 
have tried to stop on their own using var- 
ious ways. Some tried to limit the num- 
ber of drinks , changed from whiskey to 
beer , read self-help books , never drink in 
the morning , etc. If this sounds like you, 
we suggest you get some help. 


It is very hard for most people to 
stop drinking on their own. There are 
many resources available in the commu- 
nity including Alcoholics Anonymous 
meetings , Narcotics Anonymous meet- 
ings, family support groups, and coun- 
seling through Family Services 
Department. Family Services can also 
provide information on other community 
resources. Asking for help is the first step 
to sobriety. We wish you a happy and 
healthy 2004. 
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Back Up Your Back 



Nery Mejicano 

Big Cypress Program Development Team. 


Program Development Team: Helping the 
Community Through Group Effort 


By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
Development Team was formed in August 2002 by 
Council Representative David Cypress, and consists 
of all the programs that operate and provide services 
to community members. 

In their mission statement, they pledge to 
“work together to constructively identify, understand 
and solve interrelated problems in our community, by 
creating exciting breakthroughs in thinking and 
action.” 

The guiding vision of the team was that the 
various programs and departments working in the Big 
Cypress Community would join to provide cohesive 
and cooperative services to the community. The team 
would provide an opportunity for the programs to 
take a critical review of their own, and each other’s 
current strengths and weaknesses. The team would 
begin to create new ways of thinking to improve serv- 
ices. 

The group agreed to meet on the second 
Monday of each month and selected Crissie Carter to 
be the group facilitator. As a facilitator, she helped 
guide the process in how to make the group effective, 
cohesive, positive and task oriented. 

The group has been a success, and out of a 
diverse, non-coordinated group of individuals, a team 
has developed, tackling some very important commu- 
nity issues with very positive outcomes. 

After some growing pains, in which some of 
the rules and structure were put in place, the team 
identified and prioritized some critical issues that 
needed to be addressed and/or resolved. 

Among the issues identified and requiring 
immediate discussion, action and resolution pertained 
to children. Truancy, foster care, neglect, lack of self- 
esteem, mental health and family related issues - lack 
of family involvement, depression, death/grief/loss 
issues, family violence, alcohol/substance abuse prob- 
lems, and gambling were highlighted. 

Health problems included: diabetes, being 
overweight, poor nutrition, lice, substance abuse, cig- 
arette smoking, HIV/AIDS, lack of exercise, and lack 
of spiritual connections. Social issues included crimi- 
nal activity, lack of cultural knowledge, abuse of trib- 
al resources, financial mismanagement, elder neglect, 
vehicular safety, street signs, and housing problems. 

One of the most exciting tasks of the team 
was to identify the strengths and resources of its 
members. A comprehensive directory was developed 
and published in July of 2003. In this directory, each 


program services are described in detail and a contact 
person(s) is listed. 

This was the beginning of a campaign of 
awareness and education, not only of the team mem- 
bers, but the community at large. The purpose and 
intention for the publication of this directory was that 
by knowing the resources, strength and services 
offered by each program, duplication of effort and 
services could be avoided, and the resources available 
to the community through each program could be 
maximized. 

Looking back to the formation of this team, 
several positive and successful stories can be shared. 
The group first decided to tackle the very difficult and 
frustrating issue of lice among school age children. 
The health Department, Ahfachkee School, the 
Culture Department, Parent Advisory Committee and 
others attacked the problem directly, and on last 
report, there has been a significant decrease in cases. 

In the case of truancy and absenteeism, a 
position of school resource officer was created and 
the school staff, working along with the Seminole 
Police Department staff, has decreased truancy to the 
lowest levels in many years. A new attendance policy 
was written that conforms to Hendry County policy 
and both parents and students were made aware of the 
rules and consequences. 

On the issue of lack of communication 
among programs and lack of communication with the 
community, an electronic sign was installed in the 
lobby of the Family Investment Center that keeps 
everyone updated on the important dates and events 
of importance to programs and the community. 

A newsletter was created and distributed 
monthly to summarize the progress of the team as 
well as inform the team members of relevant service 
issues. As we get further into 2004, the team is partic- 
ipating in some creative and fun team development 
activities that will strengthen its commitment of 
working together to the benefit of the Big Cypress 
community. 

The February meeting is slated to be at the 
newly-improved ropes course in Big Cypress and the 
members will participate in self improvement and 
team building exercises. 

If you need any more detailed information 
about the Big Cypress Development Team, feel free 
to contact Crissie Carter at (863) 902-3200, Ext. 

1220. 



Seminole Children ’s Dented Health Month 




Dr. Rush: This subject has brought a lot of confu- 
sion and questions to most people. There are pros 
and cons of wearing these belts. The belts will defi- 
nitely support the back when lifting because it takes 
the pressure away from the back and transfers it 
towards the abdomen. Sounds great right? Well, the 
other side is that instead of the back muscles work- 
ing normally during this process, they may actually 
weaken over time due to inactivity. Let me 
explain. When you wear the back supports all day 
during work, the belt takes the job away from the 
back muscles. So instead of the muscles working 
correctly, they can actually weaken from 
inactivity. This may cause a more serious injury in 
the future. Confused? I told you. Like I said earlier, 
always follow the advise of your doctor first, this is 
my advise to my patients. Only wear your work sup- 
port belts or weightlifting belts when you are lifting 
something. When you are walking around or in 
between activities just loosen the belts. This informa- 
tion may differ for serious injuries, so once again 
contact your doctor. 

KB: What is the best position to sleep? 

Dr. Rush: This is easy. The best sleeping position is 
fetal position (on your side) with a pillow between 
your legs. The pillow will prevent you from twisting 
the pelvis or back. This position will allow your 
spine to be in its most normal position. The next best 
sleeping position is on your back with a pillow under 
your knees. The pillow will help to support the 
back. The worst sleeping position is on your stom- 
ach. This position puts a torque or a twist to the 
spine which can lead to injuries. I reccommend to 
use only one pillow for under the head. Two or three 
pillows can cause strain and stress to the 
neck. Changing the way you sleep takes time; it's not 
easy. Try it for 1 5 minutes every night for one week 
in the new position, then 20 minutes, then 30 min- 
utes, and so on until you fall asleep. 

Your spine is very important. It protects 
your nervous system which controls and coordinates 
every fuction of your body including the cells, tis- 
sues, muscles, and organs. If you have any aches and 
pains or general questions about your overall health, 
contact your chiropractor to get your spine checked. 

Here are some stretches and exercises 
below can be performed with little or no equipment. 
Where you do them - at home, at the gym, in the 
office - is up to you. The key is consistency: Try to 
stretch every day, and train for strength three times a 
week. 

NOTE: Before beginning any exercise program, 
consult your doctor. 

Stretches 

Before exercising or stretching you should 
warm up with slow, rhythmic exercises like walking 
or bike riding or swimming. If short on time, get cre- 
ative: stretch in bed, in the shower, during work 
breaks. Hold stretches for 20-30 seconds, then repeat 
and try to push a little farther each time, without 
causing pain. Repeat up to five times. 

*Forward Chair Lean (easy): Relaxing static 
stretch of lower back, best used during cooldown. Sit 
in chair with feet flat on floor, slightly more than 


Leg Raises 

(Strengthens stomach and hip muscles) 

Lie on your back with your arms at your 
sides. Lift one leg off the floor. Hold your leg up for 
a count of 1 0 and return it to the floor. Do the same 
with the other leg. Repeat five times with each leg. If 
that is too difficult, keep one knee bent and the foot 
flat on the ground while raising the leg. 

You can also sit upright in a chair with legs 
straight and extended at an angle to the floor. Lift 
one leg waist high. Slowly return your leg to the 
floor. Do the same with the other leg. Repeat five 
times with each leg 

Partial Sit-up 

(Strengthens stomach muscles) 

Lie on your back with knees bent and feet 
flat on floor. Slowly raise your head and shoulders 
off the floor and reach with both hands toward your 
knees. Count to 10. Repeat five times 

More Exercises for the Lower Back 
*Pelvic thrust (easy): Lie on back with 
knees bent, feet flat on floor and arms by side. Raise 
pelvis so there’s slight arch in lower back or until 
you can draw a straight line from knees to shoulders. 
Hold for 2 - 3 seconds, then slowly return to starting 
position. Repeat 5-10 times. 

*Superman (moderate): Lie flat on stom- 
ach with arms straight in front. Lift chest and arms 
off ground and pause for 2 - 3 seconds. Return to 
starting position and repeat 5-10 times. Tougher 
variations of this include lifting just the thighs off 
the ground; lifting the arms, chest and thighs; and 
alternately lifting the right arm and left thigh and left 
arm and right thigh. 

More Exercises for the Abdominals and Obliques 
^Crunch (easy): Lie on back with knees 
bent. For lumbar protection, keep the back as flat as 
possible. While contracting stomach muscles, curl up 
and forward so shoulder blades lift off floor. Use 
hands to guide head up, but don’t pull on neck. 
Return to starting position and repeat until 10-20 
times. 

To work the obliques, use same form as reg- 
ular crunch, but rotate elbow to opposing knee at top 
of movement. Alternate sides for symmetry. 

Crunches can also be done with legs flat on ground 
or elevated on bench. 

*Re verse crunch (moderate): Isolates the 
lower abs. Lie on back with legs off ground and 
thighs perpendicular to trunk. Contract abs while 
pulling legs and pelvis toward chest. Return to start- 
ing position and repeat 10-20 times. 

^Straight Leg Raises (moderate): Lie on 
your back with one leg straight and one knee 
bent. Tighten abdominal muscles to stabilize low 
back. Slowly lift leg straight up 
about 6-12 inches and hold up to five seconds. 
Lower leg slowly and repeat 5-10 times with each 
leg . 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel 
free to email Kenny Bayon at kbay07@aol.com, or 
call Dr. Rush at (954) 432-5006 to make an appoint- 
ment for an examination. 



Dental Care for Children 

Children should brush at 
least twice a day with a pea-sized 
amount of fluoride toothpaste and 
floss at least once a day. Parents 
should help their children with 
tooth-brushing and flossing until 
the age of 7 - 8. Children should 
eat healthy snacks; fresh fruits are a 
good choice. Children who play 
sports should wear an athletic mouth 
guard to protect their teeth. Children 
should visit the Dental Office at least 
twice a year for check-ups and fluoride 
treatments. 


Good Dental Health for Teens 

Good dental health is impor- 
tant for teens too! By age 14 - 15, a 
teenager should have all of their 
permanent teeth. These teeth are 
meant to last for a lifetime and 
deserve special care. Teenagers 
should brush and floss daily, and 
should avoid having too many snacks 
and sodas. Teenagers playing sports 
should wear an athletic mouth guard to 
protect the teeth. They should also visit 
the dentist at least twice a year for 
check-ups. 
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By Kenny Bayon C.FT 

One day, you are walking and an item drops 
from your bag. As you bend over to pick it up, 
Wham! In a split second, your back gives out as if 
there something out of whack. A sharp pain shoots 
though your spine so badly, you can’t even stand up. 
Unable to sleep peacefully, unable to exercise, you 
can’t even walk more than a few yards without a jolt 
of pain shooting through your 
body. This is a common problem 
that arises to millions of 
Americans. 

These are just a few of 
the problems sometimes caused 
by lower back injuries. And 
unfortunately, many of us will 
eventually experience them first-hand. The lower 
lumbar muscles - specifically the erector spinae, 
which runs along the spine starting just above the 
hips - are involved in just about everything we do, 
from bending and reaching to twisting, lifting and 
even standing. Unsurprisingly, work-related back 
injuries are the nation's number one occupational 
hazard, and four out of five adults will experience 
significant low back pain sometime during their life. 

And while back problems, which can range 
from muscular strains and ligament sprains to 
pinched nerves, ruptured discs, joint irrittion and 
arthririts - are very tough to eliminate, they are fair- 
ly easy to avoid. In addition to regular activity 
(walking, biking, swimming, etc.), thee best way to 
thwart these setbacks is through a thorough and con- 
sistent conditioning program that focuses on the 
trunk. The trunk includes the lower back and abdom- 
inal muscles, which help stabilize 
the torso and are critical to lower- 
back health, and the obliques, 
which run diagonally up and down 
your sides. Other important mus- 
cles for lower back health include 
the hips and thighs. 

I sat down with Dr. 

Brian Rush, a local chiro- 
practor, who works with 
many of the Hollywood 
Seminole tribal citizens, to 
clarify a few of the questions 
that are frequently asked. 


Kenny Bayon: Should peole 
use ice or heat and for how 
long should I apply them? 


Dr. Rush: If you are at a 
sporting event or an area 
where a doctor is not available 
and an injury occurs including: 
ankle sprain, bruise, mild fall, 
back or neck pain, etc, ice is the 
safest. Wrap the ice in a small 
towel or t-shirt and place on the 
area for 20 minutes. Reaply every 
90 minutes for a maximum of four 
applications per day. Ice is used as 
an analgesic, or pain reliever and as 
an anti-inflammatory. Usually it is 
safe to apply ice for the first 72 hours 
after such an injury, but I reccommend 
to always contact your doctor as soon as 
possible where a complete evaluation of the injury 
can be done. 


KB: When should people wear a back support or 
belt for my back pain? 


Strength Exercises 

Perform three times a 
week. Warm up before- 
hand with 5-10 minutes 
of cardiovascular exercise and 
stretching. The body is a 
machine - every part affects the 
others - so condition all muscles. 
Tighten the abs during exercise to 
create a natural girdle that helps 
support and protect the lower 
back. Use a steady pace to work 
through a full range of motion. 
Inhale deeply before each repetition 
of an exercise and exhale when per- 
forming each repetition. Perform 5 - 
10 repetitions on each set, and aim for 
three sets per exercise per workout. 


Wall Slides 

(Strengthens back, leg and hip mus- 
cles) 

Stand with your back against a 
wall and feet shoulder-width apart. 
Slide down into a crouch with knees 
bent to about 90 degrees. Count to five 
and slide back up the wall. Repeat five times. 

*Lying Leg Pull (difficult): Static stretch 
for the back, hamstring and butt muscles. Lie on 
back with arms under thighs. Pull knees to chest. 
Keeping knees against chest, extend legs overhead 
and hold. 


shoulder-width apart. Lean forward slowly, letting 
upper body, arms and head fall between knees. 

Reach arms through legs and under chair. 

* Standing Back Bend (easy): Stand with 
your feet slightly apart. Place your hands in the 
small of your back. Keep your knees straight. Bend 
backwards at the waist as far as possible and hold 
the position for one or two seconds. 

* Knees to Chest (moderate): 
Lie on your back with your 
knees bent and feet flat on your 
bed or floor. Raise your knees 
toward your chest. Place both 
hands under your knees and 
gently pull your knees as close 
to your chest as possible. Do 
not raise your head. Do not straighten your legs as 
you lower them. 

* Lying Torso Twist (moderate): Static 
stretch that’s easy to do in bed. Lie on back with 
knees bent and feet flat on floor. Keeping shoulders 
flat, slowly pull both knees down to left as far as 
possible and look in opposite direction. Can also be 
performed with one leg straight and one leg bent. 
Either way, repeat to other side. Turn it into an active 
stretch by rolling legs back and forth 10 times with- 
out pausing. 

* Cross-Leg Roll (moderate): Static stretch 
of the back, obliques and butt. Lie on back and bend 
right leg at about 90-degree angle with right foot 
planted firmly on floor. Cross left ankle over right 
knee. Keeping shoulders grounded, roll hips toward 
right side of body until side of right thigh and bot- 
tom of left foot touch floor. Holding same leg posi- 
tion, roll to the left side. 
Switch leg positions and 
repeat. Turn it into an 
active stretch by rolling 

hips back and forth 10 
times without paus- 
ing. 
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Campus Tours Planned for 
High School Students 


The tribe’s Department of Education 
invites all Seminole high school students to attend 
two campus group visits, one to the University of 
Florida and the other to Florida State University. 
The tours will take place March 23 - 26. 
Registration deadline for the tours is March 16. 


To find out more about these institutions 
please visit www.campustours.com, or for more 
information please call your reservation’s 
Education Advisor. In Hollywood please call Dora 
Bell, Higher Education Advisor, at (954) 233-9541 
or (954) 989-6840 Ext. 1311. 


Multi-Cultural Month Celebration 
of Seminoles at Cape Coral Library 


Cape Coral, Fla. celebrates multi-cultural 
month each Oct. in the Lee County Regional 
Library. We have a very large art gallery where we 
would exhibit Seminole art, crafts, costumes and 
artifacts. There is also wall space for more than 
forty paintings or other items, and three large state- 
of-the-art wall cases. 

During the month, we celebrate a 
Saturday Library Program, which is free to the 
public. It features music, dance, stories, food, etc. 
honoring our “Heritage of the Year.” We have a 


good author in our area that discovered her Indian 
heritage late in life, and has written three books 
about herself, and her ancestors, who followed the 
infamous “Trail of Tears.” 

We are hoping that Lee County will hold 
this month-long celebration during October 2005. 
If your Tribal Council would be interested in help- 
ing prepare for this exciting event, please contact 
Joyce Lyons, Chairman, Cape Coral-Lee County 
Library Gallery, at (239) 542-0546. 


Conversations on 

Submitted by Dora Bell, Higher Education 
Advisor 

The Education Department strongly urges 
all scholarship recipients to be aware of the follow- 
ing deadlines for presenting their completed appli- 
cations: April 1 for Summer school, July 1 for the 
Fall semester, and Nov. 1 for the Spring semester. 

This message is directed to all participants 
including high school graduates, GED graduates, 
continuing students and all potential students. 
Completed paperwork must be presented to each 
person’s respective Reservation Advisors before 
the deadline. 


Higher Education 

Timely presentation of paperwork is 
advantageous to everyone involved in the Higher 
Education program. Before the Higher Education 
Advisory Committee meets, we need an opportuni- 
ty to study each case and offer assistance to those 
students who need it. 

The purpose of higher education is not 
just to provide knowledge; it is also preparation for 
professional life. How are people who hand in 
work late without negative consequences going to 
function in a professional context if they have 
never learned to plan for and meet deadlines? 


❖ Mitchell 

Continued from page 1 

As well as districts, he won the 
Hillsborough County Championship the weekend 
before as he again went undefeated throughout the 
whole tournament, defeating all three of his oppo- 
nents the final day. He overwhelmed a so called 
worthy opponent, pinning him a minute into the 
first period with a powerful right throw, placing his 
opponent on his back. 

“I feel more skill, strength and quickness 


[than last year],” said Mitchell, who also played 
football at Brandon. 

“He’s improved his stamina and condi- 
tion,” Cozart said. “He’s maturing, and he’s much 
more aggressive and goal orientated.” 

Even though Mitchell, Cozart, and many 
others have high expectation for the heavyweight 
grappler, Mitchell isn’t succumbing to pressure. 

“There’s good pressure for him to succeed 
and do the best that he can - positive reinforce- 
ment,” Cozart says. “He’s doing a great job and 
has a heck of a chance to win.” 
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Brighton Students Set Goals High 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Meet Adam Osceola. He is 
the son of Reno and Kelli Osceola and is in the 11th 
grade at Okeechobee High School (OHS). He enjoys 
playing football and intends on being a part of the 
football team at OHS next year. 

After graduating, Osceola plans on attending 
a junior college or vocational school to major in 
welding or diesel mechanics. He has always enjoyed 
tinkering with junk cars and it has become something 
that he would like to make a career of. 

When 

Osceola was asked 
for advice to give to 
the younger stu- 
dents, he said, “I 
would advise them 
to set their goals 
high and go all the 
way because the 
Tribe will be behind 
you 100 percent.” 

Osceola’s 
biggest inspiration 
has been his dad 
because he is 
always encouraging 
him to work hard 
and he is a big moti- 
vator. 

Meet Codene Jumper. Jumper is the daugh- 
ter of Martha and Cordell Jumper Sr. and is in the 9th 
grade at Okeechobee Freshman Campus. She enjoys 
playing basketball, softball and working out at the 
school gym. 

Her goal is to finish high school and attend a 
community college for the first two years. She would 
then like to transfer to the University of Miami and 
study to medicine. Jumper would like to come back 
and serve her community as a doctor someday, 
because she feels there is a great need for more 
Native American doctors. 

Jumper would like to let the young members 
of her tribe know that “they should never give up on 
your dreams and what others think about you should- 
n’t matter and prevent you from achieving your 
goals.” 

Jumper’s biggest inspiration has been her 
Aunt Joyce. Although she has never had children of 
her own, she knows how to take care of them and she 
has been a best friend, always helping in any situa- 
tion and letting Jumper know how important she is. 

Meet Josie Snow. Snow is a 9th grader, and 
the daughter of Roy and Diane Snow. She attends the 



Emma Brown 


Codene Jumper and Josie Snow 


Okeechobee Freshman Campus. Snow would like to 
attend college to become a teacher or an author. She 
would also like to participate in track and cross coun- 
try and someday make it to the Olympics. 

When asked what she would like to share 
with young tribal students, Snow replied, “Work hard 
and go for your dreams, and if you don’t succeed, 
then try again until you do.” 

Snow’s dad has been her biggest influence 
because she said “he has taught me how to do things 
I can not do and he teaches me how to be the best at 
whatever I try to do.” 

Meet Bo Parker. Parker is the son of Deetra 
Lambert and is an enrolled member of the Eastern 

Band of Cherokee 
Indians. He is in 
the 9th grade at 
Brighton Baptist 
Academy. Parker 
works after school 
and enjoys it a 
great deal. 

One of 
Parker’s goals is 
not to get “hooked” 
on drugs. He has 
not decided on col- 
lege at this time, 
but he is interested 
in computers. 

Parker would like 
to encourage young 
tribal citizens to not 
forget that there is a big world out there and not to be 
afraid to go out and explore. Parker’s biggest influ- 
ences are his friends because he said “they under- 
stand me.” 
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Pull-Out Program Holds 
Student Council Election 



Emma Brown 


Brighton students learn the political process during Student 
Council election. 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On Friday 
Jan. 23, the Brighton Pull-Out pro- 
gram, AKA PEMAYETV, held stu- 
dent council election. They voted on 
a chairman and class representatives 
for each grade. 

Before the elections were 
held, Councilman Roger Smith and 
Board Representative Johnny Jones 
came to the school to speak with the 
children about different duties of an 
elected tribal official. They each 
explained their role as a leader and 
the difference between the two gov- 
erning bodies of the Seminole Tribe, 
the Board and the Council. 

Both Smith and Jones 
stressed to the children the impor- 
tance of getting an education and 
being involved in the tribe and com- 
munity. The student election that 
were held on Jan. 23 were a mock-up 
of an actual tribal election with three 
fifth graders, one clerk, one judge and 
one teller, acting as pollsters. 

Each candidate presented his/her class with 
a platform speech about why they would like to be a 
council representative or chairman. The ballots were 
replicas of ballots used in tribal elections with a pic- 
ture of each candidate. 

The students enjoyed the opportunity to 
learn more about tribal politics, as well as having the 
chance to experience a political race. The newly 
elected student council members will be at the coun- 
cil meeting that will be held in Brighton on Feb. 9 to 
meet their tribal officials and to be a part of a real 
political experience. 

This not only taught the students about tribal 
politics and duties, but it also gave them a chance to 
gain self confidence and esteem by getting up in front 


of their peers and voicing their opinions that they felt 
would qualify them to be the best representative. 

On Friday Jan. 30 the Pull-Out Program held 
an inauguration where the newly elected chairman 
and council members were sworn into office. 

Congratulations to the following students for 
being elected to the new Pull-Out Program Student 
Council: 

Chairman: Phillip Jones 
Kindergarten Representatives: Imillakiyo 
and Yopalakiyo Osceola 

1st grade Representative: Lewis Gopher 
2nd and 3rd grade Representative: Myrick 

Jumper 

4th and 5th grade Representative: Trent 

Osceola. 
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Immokalee Truck Pull 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The John Jimmie Arena 
was the scene of a Truck Pull Competition on 
Saturday, Feb. 7. Raymond Garza, Immokalee Board 
Representative, was the promoter and organizer of 
the event. He enlisted the sponsorship of Elaine 
Aguilar, Immokalee ’s Council Representative, and 
David Billie of the Immokalee Recreation 
Department. 

Preparation of the facilities to accommodate 
the truck pull began on Thursday and continued 
through Saturday afternoon. The competitors and 
their pit crews started to arrive as early as 2 p.m. in 
anticipation of the pull, which was scheduled to 
begin at 7 p.m. As the starting time inched closer, 
you could feel and hear the excitement growing. 
Shouts of encouragement, laughter, the revving of 
engines and the roar of the monster trucks filled the 
air. 

A trip through the contestant parking area 
showed street trucks, woods vehicles, slightly 
enhanced conversions and “beefed-up” monster 
trucks. It was obvious that many of these drivers had 
invested a fortune of both time and money in their 
favorite sport. The enthusiasm was running high and 
there was a category for everyone. 

Truck Pulls come in many varieties and 
rules. This competition involved each contestant’s 
vehicle being hooked to the front of a sled, which is 


a large trailer, rigged with a mechanical weight sys- 
tem. At the signal to go, the driver advances down 
the center of the arena pulling the heavy sled past the 
footage markers while the weight slowly increases on 
his vehicle. 

They either complete the entire run or “bot- 
tom out” at their maximum pulling capacity for the 
run. It is incredible to see just how much weight is 
pulled, and how far the vehicles can go. The results 
of each run are measured, the truck disconnected, and 
the sled is pulled back to the starting point by a large 
tractor. After careful tabulation of each pull, the win- 
ners of each category were announced. 

The following tribal citizens participated in 
the competition: Allen Billie, Raymond Garza, Josh 
Garza, Ralph Sanchez, Virginia Billie, Meriam Billie, 
Lupe Osceola, and Lonnie Billie. Some of them are 
veteran drivers, and others were trying their hand at 
the sled for the first time. It was unanimous that each 
of them enjoyed their pull and look forward to doing 
it again. 

Unfortunately, the weather made a radical 
change following a slow, drizzle of rain from high- 
60s to mid-30s, with a strong wind just a few hours 
past sunset. The weather, however, did not affect 
anyone’s spirits; out came the heavy jackets, blan- 
kets, and the tribal concession stand set a record in 
hot chocolate and coffee sales. It was a night to 
remember in Immokalee! 


Kalgary Johns Participates in Rodeo 


By Tabitha Osceola 

BIG CYPRESS - 

Big Cypress hosted the 
Eastern Indian Rodeo on Jan. 

3 1 . Even though it was rainy, 
muddy and a little cool, the 
weather did not stop the 
Native American cowboys and 
cowgirls from showing off 
their talents. 

Cowgirl Kalgary 
Johns didn't seem to mind the 
rain, placing first in the 
Mutton Busting contest. When 
asked if she hung on the 
longest because she didn't 
want to fall in the mud, she 
answered with a big “yes.” 

Johns says she prac- 


tices riding sheep in Brighton 
and will teach her little sister 
Jaycee to ride. Johns also 
placed in the Barrel Racing, 
but stated she likes to ride 
sheep more than Barrel 
Racing. 

By placing in both 
the Mutton Busting and Barrel 
Racing, Johns got to go the 
pay window twice and plans 
on saving her winnings. Asked 
if there is anything else she 
would like to do in rodeo, 
Johns replied she wants to 
rope just like her mom. 

Tabitha Osceola 

Kalgary Johns 



Rodeo Results 


Bareback: No Entries; Saddle Bronc: No Entries; 
Steer Wrestling: 1st - Naha Jumper, 2nd - Robbie 
Chalfant; Calf Roping: 1st - Josh Jumper; Women's 
Breakaway: 1st - Boogie Jumper, 2nd - Shelby 
Osceola, 3rd - Billie Tiger, 4th - Lizzie Dixie; Fifty 
and older Breakaway: 1st - Moses Jumper Jr., 2nd - 
Rudy Osceola; Team Roping: 1st - Marvin 


Bowers/Trina Bowers, 2nd - Joey Henry/Mike Henry, 
3rd - Josh Jumper/Naha Jumper, 4th - Jeff 
Johns/Todd Johns, Women's Barrels: 1st - Tess 
Ducheneaux, 2nd - Shelby Osceola, 3rd - Boogie 
Jumper, 4th - Anna Bowers; Bull Riding: 1st - Koty 
Brugh. 


Seminole Board of Directors Ranch 
Rodeo Team Wins 2004 Team Trophy 


Submitted by Paul Bowers 

Team Points for Board: 5,800 
Team Points for Council: 2,200 


Youth Goat Team Roping 

1st Place, Andre Jumper/Blevyns Jumper 24.21, 
Board, 300 Points 


nnunnn 

Billy Nelson Wins Motocross Title 


Sanctioned by The American Motorcycle 
Association (AMA) 

GAINESVILLE, FL — On Saturday Jan. 
24 Billy Nelson captured the Winter Am's title in the 
250 cc "C" class. The series ended up at Gatorback 
MX track in Gainesville, Fla. 

Billy went into the final round of the series 
trailing the leader by five points, and he needed two 
first place finishes to regain the lead. In the first race 
Nelson finished third, however, the leader in points 
finished fifth, and lost a few points to Nelson. 

In the second race Nelson and his Yamaha 
250 got the hole shot and led the entire race. He was 
able to land the “elevator” jump in the final race, a 
feat attempted only by 
more advanced riders 
and professionals. The 
jump is known all over 
the U.S. as one of the 
most difficult to land. 

On Sunday 

Nelson received the tro- 
phy for the title at the 
awards banquet. Here is 
an account of the series 
and Nelson’s effort. The 
series began at 
Gatorback MX track on 
Dec. 27. He took fourth 
place in the first race, 
and first in the second. 

In the first race 
Nelson battled for third 
place, however, was 
nudged out by a half- 
wheel. Determined to 
even the score in the 
next race he got the 
hole shot and raced 
neck-and-neck for two 
laps before pulling 
away in the third lap 
and holding off all chal- 
lenges for the final two 
laps. He placed third 
overall. 

On Jan. 3 at Dade City, he finished third in 
the first race, and first in the second. Nelson had 
never raced at Dade City but felt he could turn it 
loose on this treacherous track that had caused many 
riders to make mistakes and go down. He took the 
hole shot and finished the race 10 seconds faster than 
the field, and was never challenged. 

This time Nelson was awarded first place 


overall and took the lead in points for the series. On 
Jan. 10 in Reddick, Fla. he took first place overall 
with a second and first place finish. In the second 
race Nelson once again took the hole shot and never 
looked back, leading the field the entire race. 

The next round was held in Okeechobee, 

Fla. at Thundercross MX Park. The competition had 
begun to recognize Nelson as a rider to contend with. 
In the first race he went down, however, was able to 
get back up and finish second. In the second race his 
competition got the best of him on a turn and he was 
taken out. He got back up however and finished 
eighth. Overall Billy was awarded fifth and lost his 
lead in the series. 

Nelson 

remained in the run- 
ning but trailed by 
five points going 
into the final round. 
He trained hard all 
week before the 
final round at the 
Big Cypress 
Seminole MX track 
and at Air Dania 
MX track while vis- 
iting his dad Ted 
Nelson Sr. in 
Hollywood. 

At the 

awards banquet, he 
thanked his spon- 
sors Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, 
Council 

Representatives 
David Cypress and 
Max Osceola Jr. 
Billy also thanked 
his sponsor GB 
Works Suspensions 
who keep his bikes 
“race ready.” 

Although 

Nelson and his fami- 
ly experienced many hardships and much misfortune 
this past year, he remains on target for his goal to 
compete at Loretto Lynn’s, the most prestigious ama- 
teur motocross event of the year. He will be compet- 
ing the next few months to qualify. Nelson is grateful 
for the help he has been given and the support given 
to him in the spirit of “helping those who are trying 
to make it.” 



Photo Provided By Seminole Motocross 


Billy Nelson 


Hollywood Recreation Versus 
Seminole Police in Softball Game 


By Kenny Bayon, C.FT 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole police 
officers should only hope that they don’t see as much 
action and drama and offensive firepower on their 
jobs as they experienced in a community-bonding 
softball game against the Seminole Recreation 
Department on Feb. 2 at the Hollywood Recreation 
field. 

Recreation won the contest, 10-9, on Jose 
Herrera’s two-out single in the bottom of the seventh 
inning that drove in Keith Condon. 

But the contest’s out- 
come was secondary to the main 
objective: for tribal citizens and 
police officers to get acquainted 
and have fun. And that they did, 
starting with Recreation director 
Moses “Big Shot” Jumper’s cere- 
monial first pitch. Instead of 
throwing out a softball, Jumper 
tossed a French curler donut that 
had the crowd laughing hysteri- 
cally. 

“This is good for the 
community to get out and meet 
everyone,” Jumper said. “The 
Recreation Department and the 
Seminole Police Department have 
a good working relationship in 
helping our youth make the right 
decisions. This is an opportunity 
for the community to come out 
and meet everyone." 

During the game, 

Recreation opened the scoring in 
the bottom of the first inning on 
singles by Harry Kennedy and 
Lila Osceola, followed by a line- 
drive, bases-clearing single by Kenny Bayon. 

The police department had a prime scoring 
opportunity in the second inning, when they loaded 
the bases with one out. A double play, fielded by 
Jumper to Tony Heard then to Bo Young, snuffed the 


threat. 

Both teams scored runs throughout the 
game, but the major action took place from the fifth 
inning on. The Seminole Police Department tied the 
score at 3 in the fifth inning on a towering home run 
to left field by Doug Zamora, then scored three runs 
in the top of the seventh to take a 9-7 lead. 

Recreation’s late rally started with Pete 
Osceola ripping a double, followed by singles from 
Kennedy and Condon that cut the lead to one. After 
Bayon popped up, Herrera came through with the 


game-winner. 

“It was a beautiful day to get out and play a 
fun and competitive game,” Condon said. “We should 
have stuff like this all the time. It’s good for every- 
one.” 



Lila Osceola 


Recreation steals third as SPD tries to get an out on first. 


2004 Ranch Rodeo Results 

Mutton Busting. 6 years and younger: 

1st Place Kalgary Johns: 26.92, Council, 300 Points 
2nd Place Donavan Tiger:, 3.66, Board, 200 Points 
3rd Place Destiny Cypress: 2.26, Board, 100 Points 

Calf Riding: Ages 7 - 10: 

1st Place Andre Jumper: 73.0, Board, 300 Points 
2nd Place Blevyns Jumper: 41.29, Board, 200 Points 
3rd Place Brandtley Osceola: 24.0, Board, 100 Points 

No Jr. Bull Riding 

Sr. Bull Riding: 

1st Place, Clinton Holt: 6.78, Board, 300 Points 
2nd Place, Ray Rivera: 3.97, Board, 200 Points 

Jr. Barrel Racing 10 and younger: 

1st Place Acealyn Youngblood: 19.72, Board, 300 
Points 

2nd Place Raygen Whitecloud: 24.12, Board, 200 
Points 

3rd Place Chelsea Mancil:, 24.16, Board, 100 Points 

Jr. Barrel Racing 11-16 Yrs. Old: 

1st Place, Shyla Jones: 21.25, Board, 300 Points 
2nd Place, Justina Jo Billie: 22.89, Board, 200 Points 
3rd Place:, Shelby Osceola, 24.57, Board, 100 Points 

Barrel Racing 17 and older: 

1st Place: Trina Bowers, 19.11, Council, 300 Points 
2nd Place: Boggie Jumper, 19.44, Council, 200 
Points 

3rd Place: Ayzze Jo Henry, 19.87, Board, 100 Points 

Calf Scramble: 

1st Place Chelsea Mancil, Board, 300 Points 
2nd Place Choben Gooden, Council, 200 Points 
3rd Place Kalgary Johns, Council, 100 Points 


Team Penning (2 man Teams): 

1st Place, Josh Jumper/Naha Jumper: 41.94, Council, 
300 Points 

2nd Place, Joey Henry/Mike Henry:, 42.65, Board, 
200 Points 

3rd Place, Norman Johns/Boggie Jumper: 48.53, 
Council, 100 Points 

Ribbon Roping Male/Female: 

1st Place, Josh Jumper/Pauletta Bowers: 12.73, 

Board, 300 Points 

2nd Place, Happy Jumper/Candy Mancil: 12.90, 
Council, 200 Points 

3rd Place, Bennie Hemandez/Jennifer Mancil: 13.31, 
Council, 100 Points 

Wild Cow Milking: 

1st Place, Joey Henry/Mike Henry: 19.37, Board, 300 
Points 

Team Rope & Brand -Team of 3 (1 or 2 Females): 

1st Place, Bennie H./Josh J./ Jessica M.: 13.91, 
Council, 300 Points 

2nd Place, Big Shot/Happy J./Laquita J.: 17.31, 
Council, 200 Points 

3rd Place, Joey H./Ayze H./Nauthkee H.: 21.70, 
Board, 100 Points 

Trailer Race 3 per Team: 

1st Place, Sam A./Candy M./Jennifer M.: 90.31, 
Board, 300 Points 

2nd Place, Josh J./Naha J./Boggie J.: 103.24, , 
Council, 200 Points 

3rd Place, Ayze Jo H./Justina B./Nauthkee H.: 
113.458, Board, 100 Points 

Money the Hard Wav - 17 and older: 

1st Place, Ray Rivero: $200, Board, 300 Points 
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33rd Seminole Tribal Fair & Rodeo 



Iretta Tiger 

2003 Little Miss Seminole Tarina Young and Little Mr. Seminole 
Jessie Sanchez. 


•♦•Fair 

Continued from page 1 

were announced first. They were: 6th place - 
Chastity Harmon, 5th - Skyla Osceola, 4th - Ashlee 
Gopher, 3rd - Kiauna Martin, 2nd - Aiyana 
Tommie, and 1st - Danyelle Boromi. Rumor 
Whitney Juarez won the Little Miss 2004 title. 

The runners-up for Little Mr. 2004 were: 
6th place - Erik Garcia, 5th - Kalani Bankston, 4th 
- Jonathan Boromi, 3rd - Tyson Osceola, 2nd - 
Samuel Micco Sanchez, and 1st - Brandon 
Williams. Little Mr. 2004 was Rudy Juarez IV. 

Little Mr. and Miss, Rudy and Rumor 
Juarez, are brother and sister. Their mother is 


Wendy Snow and they live on the Brighton reserva- 
tion. Grandmother, Laurie Snow, proudly watched 
the crowning of her grandchildren. 

“Rumor said she was going to do this 
[pageant] for her aunt,” Snow said. Rudy and 
Rumor’s aunt is the late Dawn Fertitta. 

When asked if she would like to say any- 
thing, Little Miss 2003 Tarina Young said only 
“goodbye.” Little Mr. 2003 Jessie Sanchez was too 
shy to say anything. 

A big thank you to Tarina and Jessie, you 
both did an excellent job as Little Mr. and Miss 
2003. Congratulations Rudy and Rumor, and to all 
the contestants. We look forward to all your 
achievements in 2004. 



2004 Little Miss Seminole contestants. 


Iretta Tiger 



Shelley Marmor 


The Hollywood Preschool students recite the Seminole Pledge of Allegiance. 


Grand Entry and Pow-Wow 
Exhibition at Tribal Fair 




Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Aaron Gawahega, Steven Bowers, and Thundercloud 
Hirajeta presenting the colors during the Grand Entry. 


By Shelley Marmor 

DAVIE, FL — On 
Friday Feb. 13, the 33rd Annual 
Seminole Tribal Fair & Rodeo 
began with a march-in led by 
Aaron Gawhega, Steven Bowers, 
and Thundercloud Hirajeta carry- 
ing the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s flag, the U.S. flag and 
the state of Florida’s flag, respec- 
tively. 

About 15 dancers from 
Bison Production: Native 

American Dance Troupe, a group 
of dancers from Oklahoma and the 
Hollywood preschoolers followed 
the three flag holders. 

An announcer told the 
crowd that all three men holding 
flags are war veterans; Gawhega 
served in the Korean War, Bowers 
served during the Vietnam War, 
and Hirajeta had recently returned 
from Iraq. 

Gawhega said an invocation and the 
preschoolers said the Seminole Pledge of 
Allegiance in Miccosukee. Seminole Princess 
Stephanie LeeAnn Hall and William Cypress 


repeated the pledge in English. 

Immediately following the Grand Entry, 
the Bison Production dancers were introduced by 
master of ceremonies Josh Williamson, also a 
member of the troupe. Jo Jo 
Walker and two others preformed 
the Women’s Tribal Cloth Dance 
first. Walker then performed the 
Women’s Fancy Shawl. 

Bison Production: Native 
American Dance Troupe also fea- 
tured a world champion Hoop 
Dancer, Daniel Tramper, who 
danced with a total of 11 hoops. 
Williamson informed the crowd 
that all dancers from Bison 
Production are world champion 
dancers. 

He informed the crowd of 
mostly elementary school students 
that they have shown the dancers a 
great deal of respect throughout 
their performances. Williamson 
said that respect is also a part of 
dancing since most dancers wear 
eagle feather in their hair as well 
as items from other animals, and 
he said the dancers must also 
respect those animals. 

At the close of their pres- 
entation Williamson presented 
Buster Baxley, who arranged for 
the troupe to attend, with a 
Pendleton blanket as a sign of their 
appreciation from being a part of 
the Tribal Fair. 


Shelley Marmor 

Fancy Shawl dancer Jo Jo Walker shows off her skill and talent. 


Tribal Fair Had Important Historical Roots 


Editors Note: This article is reprinted from The 
Seminole Tribune Feb. 5 , 1999 Issue 

By Patsy West, Reflection #160 

T he Tribal Fair is the Seminole Tribe’s fore- 
most event, bringing Seminole Tribal citi- 
zens together from all reservations: 
Hollywood, Big Cypress, Brighton, Immokalee, 
Tampa, and the Fort Pierce area. 

The event features fashion shows and 
contests, alligator wrestling, snake handling, live 
entertainment, Seminole foods, and an Indian 
Pow-Wow - all highlights of the four-day event. 
The Pow-Wow brings Pow-Wow princesses and 
dancers from many different western tribes to 
Florida for dance exhibitions and dance competi- 
tion. 

The rodeo, which is the Seminole Tribe’s 
oldest attraction event, is historically important. It 
was created in the 1950s and is of historic impor- 
tance as the tribe’s first fundraiser. 

At that time the tribe was impoverished. 
The proceeds from this event were used to fund the 
leaders’ trips to Washington to discuss the Tribe’s 
future as a federally recognized tribe. For many 
years, the Seminole Tribe Rodeo has been co- 
sponsored by the Professional Rodeo Cowboy’s 
Association (PRCA), a national organization. 

The Tribal Fair is held on a historic site 
located at State Road 7 (Hwy 441) and Stirling 
Road. More than 100 years ago this property was 
called Big City Island. It was a true 360-acre island 
in the Everglades. It was one of three islands in the 
Pine Island Complex and had been occupied by the 
Seminoles prior to the Second Seminole War 
(1835-1842). During the war, U.S. troops had pen- 
etrated to the Seminole stronghold. The important 
Seminole leader, Arpeika (Abiaka) or Sam Jones, 
lived in the complex. 

In the 20th century, Big City Island 
became the site of the Seminoles’ Dania 
Reservation (later Hollywood Reservation) which 


opened in the 1920s. The first Seminole residents 
to move back to that location were families whose 
campsites were threatened by real estate ventures 


in Fort Lauderdale. 

They needed a permanent place to live 
and came to the reservation, where the Federal 


Agency building was a local landmark. Other early 
residents were the first Christian members of the 
Tribe. In the mid- 1930s, the first church was built 
by the Baptist denomination. Hollywood reserva- 
tion saw a major push for housing in the 1950s as 
the Tribal leaders pursued their goals to become 
self-sufficient from the government. 

Near the Seminole Fairgrounds is also the 
site of the Council Oak under which important 
organizational meetings were held in the 1950s. 
Today, the installation of newly elected tribal offi- 
cials continues to be held under the Oak. Once the 
Seminoles gained their Tribal status in 1957, the 
government built the Tribal Headquarters building 
(with a new Agency building attached). They also 
built Seminole Okalee Indian Village, a Tribal 
tourist attraction including a craft shop and Indian 
village, which featured the popular sport of alliga- 
tor wrestling. 

Today the tribe has new subdivisions and 
townhouses, with a police station, health depart- 
ment, and recreational facilities on the Hollywood 
Reservation. Tobacco shops and a large bingo par- 
lor near the fairgrounds were pioneered on the old 
Big City Island in the 1970s and 80s which 
brought in needed revenues to support existing 
tribal businesses and create new ones. In the 
1990s, a new four-story tribal headquarters was 
built nearby. 

Gaming is one of the Tribe’s newer 
tourist venues and this economy has made possible 
the revitalization of the Fairgrounds including the 
old rodeo grounds, a covered stadium, and a new 
craft village. Okalee Village and Museum, (a 
branch of the Tribe’s Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum) 
was opened to the public in Aug. 1998. 

Big City Island has supported Seminole 
endeavor for 175 years. The Seminole Fairgrounds 
has delighted fairgoers for the past fifty years with 
the sights, sounds, food, crafts, and pleasures of a 
day spent in the company of the “unconquered 
Seminoles.” 



Tribune File Photo 


Henry Moretti photographed Susie Tiger at the 1969 Tribal Fair. 
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2004 Tribal Fair Clothing Contest 










Iretta Tiger 

Contestants for Men 50 and older, Modern Traditional. 


Iretta Tiger 

Boys 5-7 years old contestants. 


Iretta Tiger 

(L-R) Clarissa Bowers, Laverne Thomas, and Donna Turtle. 


By Iretta Tiger 

DAVIE, FL — It’s Valentine’s 
Day and everyone is dressed in their best. 
Actually, quite a few people have several 
best outfits for the morning. Some parents 
are still primping their children while oth- 
ers are trying to keep theirs out of the 
rodeo dirt. Even the adults are meticulous 
with their own outfits, and their outfits are 
exquisite. 

Along with many tribal citizens 
there are spectators, and even a photojour- 
nalist from National Geographic maga- 
zine. What everyone is anticipating this 
Saturday morning is the 2004 Tribal Fair 
Clothing Contest. It’s the time of year trib- 
al citizens get to show off the patchwork 
the tribe is famous for. 

With so much beauty to choose 
from, here is what the judges decided: 


Children 0-1 year old 

Girls: 1. Alena Stockton, 2. Clarice 
DeMayo, 3. Julia Smith, 4. Karey Jean 
Gopher, 5. Destiny Diaz, 6. Rubi Osceola, 
7. Jaya Osceola, 8. Ryanna Osceola 
Boys: 1. Hunter Lee Howard, 2. Adakia 
Robbins, 3. Conchade’ Osceola, 4. 
Ramone Baker, 5. Dakoya Nunez, 6. 
Jagger Gaucin, 7. Myron Billie, 8. Julius 
Aquino 


Children 2-4 years old 

Girls: 1. Aleah Turtle, 2. Krysta Burton, 3. 
Brianna Bowers, 4. Danyelle Boromei, 5. 
Eliza Billie, 6. Trinity Bowers, 7. Mila 
Osceola, 8. Thomlyn Billie 
Boys: 1. Lance Howard, 2. Matthew 
Osceola Jr., 3. Sheldon Osceola, 4. Ivess 
Baker, 5. Chandler DeMayo, 6. Layne 
Thomas, 7. Malcolm Johns, 8. Alyke 
Baker 


Children 5-7 years old 

Girls: 1. Ashlee Kate Gopher, 2. Chastity 
Harmon, 3. Destinee Jimmie, 4. Natomah 
Robbins, 5. Alexis Jimmie, 6. Cheyenne 
Nunez, 7. Brianna Nunez, 8. Baxlee Micco 
Boys: 1. Daniel B. Nunez Jr., 2. Michael 
Garcia, 3. Jonathan Boromei, 4. Erik 
Garcia, 5. Tyson Osceola, 6. Lewis Gopher 
Jr., 7. Deveon Jones, 8. Layton Thomas 


Children 8-10 years old 

Girls: 1. Sheila Jones, 2. Courtney 
Osceola, 3. Kiylier Baker, 4. Alissa 
Dorgan, 5. Katelyn Young, 6. Destiny 
Nunez, 7. Lois Billie, 8. Tianna Young 
Boys: 1. Wade Micco, 2. Jason Melton, 3. 
Desmon Cypress, 4. Tucomah Robbins, 5. 
Luis Escobar Jr., 6. Cameron Dorgan 


Children 11 - 17 years old 

Girls: 1. Cassandra Jimmie, 2. Ravenne 
Osceola, 3. Tasha Osceola, 4. Melanie 
Jones, 5. Megan Jones, 6. Jo Jo Osceola, 7. 
Amber Craig, 8. Shy la Jones 
Boys: 1. Byron Billie, 2. Jordan Jones, 3. 
Joseph Osceola 


50 and older 

Old Style Traditional 

Women: 1. Connie Whidden, 2. Onnie 
Osceola, 3. Josephine Villa, 4. Louise 
Osceola, 5. Rosie Billie, 6. Jenny Johns 
Men: 1. Moses Jumper, 2. Thomas Billie, 
3. Parker Jones, 4. Jimmy Smith 


Traditional 

Men: 1. Jimmie O’Toole Osceola, 2. 
Moses Jumper, 3. #213, 4. Parker Jones 


Modern Traditional 

Women: 1. Elsie Bowers, 2. Peggy Stivers, 
3. Lottie Baxley, 4. Louise Osceola, 5. 
Alice Snow, 6. Patsy Billie, 7. Scarlett 
Jumper, 8. Onnie Osceola 
Men: 1. Thomas Cypress, 2. Moses 
Jumper, 3. Steven Bowers, 4. Parker Jones, 
5. Billie Micco, 6. Jimmy Smith, 7. Johnny 
Tucker, 8. Sammie Gopher 


Modern 

Women: 1. Jenny Johns, 2. Agnes Bowers, 
3. Lottie Baxley 

Men: 1. William Osceola, 2. Max Osceola, 
3. Thomas Billie, 4. Moses Jumper, 5. 
Stephen Bowers, 6. Jimmy Smith, 7. Billie 
Micco, 8. Parker Jones 


Ages 18 - 49 

Old Style Traditional 

Women: 1. Joleigh Johns, 2. Vivian 
Osceola, 3. Amanda Smith, 4. Laverne 
Thomas, 5. Miranda Tommie, 6. Cristie 
Strickland, 7. Alice Billie, 8. Michelle 
Thomas 

Men: 1. Herbert Jim, 2. Jeff Osceola, 3. 
Dallas Nunez 4. Mike Smith, 5. Daniel 
Nunez Jr., 6. Naha Jumper 


Traditional 

Women: 1. Linda Lee Storm, 2. Timi 
Bearden, 3. Alicia Sanchez, 4. Joleigh 
Jumper, 5. Wanda Billie, 6. Jennifer Jones, 
7. Micki Burton, 8. Vivian Osceola 
Men: 1. Naha Jumper, 2. Jeff Osceola, 3. 
Troy Tiger, 4. Jay Holata, 5. Milo Osceola, 
6. Adam Turtle, 7. Daniel Nunez, 8. Ryan 
Osceola 


Modern Traditional 

Women: 1. Christi Strickland, 2. Amy 
Johns, 3. Tommi Agnes Billie, 4. Miranda 
Tommie, 5. Rose Jones, 6. Mary Jo Micco, 
7. Cherelee Hall, 8. Donna Turtle 
Men: 1. Sandy Billie, 2. Danny Jones, 3. 
Dallas Nunez 4. Jeff Osceola, 5. Johnny 
Jones, 6. Ricky Doctor, 7. Adam Turtle, 8. 
Daniel Nunez 


Modern 

Women: 1. Alexanora Sanchez, 2. Tasha 
Osceola, 3. Jennifer Jones, 4. Shannon 
Holata, 5. Rosetta Jumper, 6. Michele 
Thomas, 7. Johnnie Jones, 8. Rose Jumper 
Men: 1. Mike Smith, 2. Johnny Jones, 3. 
Sandy Billie Jr., 4. Boettner Jumper, 5. 
Vincent Micco, 6. Milo Osceola, 7. Steve 
Osceola, 8. Adam Turtle 


Iretta Tiger 

Max Osceola, Jr. with Granddaughter Clarice DeMayo. 


Iretta Tiger 


Contestants for Men 18-49 Traditional. 


Iretta Tiger 

Women 18-49 Modern (L-R): Bonnie Motlow, Joleigh Jumper, and Amy Johns. 


Iretta Tiger 

Girls 5-7 years old contestants Natomah Robbins and Ashlee Kate Gopher. 


Iretta Tiger 

(L-R) Mary Robbins, Scarlett Jumper, and Connie Whidden. 
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Casey McCall Sets Record at 
Brighton Archery Tournament 


McCall Aims for 
Sunshine State Games 
in June 

By Michael Kelly 

BRIGHTON — On Jan. 31, 
Casey McCall didn’t merely participate 
in the Brighton Archery Tournament, he 
set a record by scoring four bulls-eyes, 
or X’s. 

Both Casey and his mother 
Wanda Bowers participated Saturday 
and Sunday and won their respected 
divisions. Both used traditional bows, 
which meant there was no use of a 
scope, or other high-tech equipment. 
This makes McCall and Bowers’ 
accomplishments that more impressive. 

This was a qualifying tourna- 
ment, a tune-up for the all-important 
Sunshine State Games in Tallahassee, 
Fla. in June 2004. 

McCall, participating in the 
Young Adult 15-17 Traditional catego- 
ry, displayed the demeanor of a profes- 
sional, unfazed by all the attention and 
pressure of an important tournament. 
Although Bowers, who entered in the 
Female Adult Traditional category, 
struggled early on, she regrouped to 
win first place in her category. 

“I'm really proud of how 


Wanda did at the tournament. She was a 
little nervous, which is understandable,” 
said John Waterhouse, Indigenous 
Archery Coach for the Seminole Tribe. 
“What impressed me is that Wanda 
struggled a little, but stuck with it.” 

“She'll learn from this experi- 
ence,” he added. 

Waterhouse is excited about 
the progression McCall has made in 
such a short time. He believes he will 
continue to excel because he's a hard 
worker and determined. 

According to Waterhouse, 
there are two more scheduled archery 
tournaments before the Sunshine State 
Games, which takes place from June 1 6 
- 20 in Tallahassee, Fla. The Sunshine 
State Games attracts the best amateur 
athletes across the state of Florida, and 
for some, it can be a stepping stone to 
making the U.S. Olympic team. 

Among the sports amateur ath- 
letes can participate in are: archery, bas- 
ketball, featuring youth boys and girls, 
boxing, bowling, canoe/kayak, softball, 
both fast and slow pitch, weightlifting, 
and wrestling. You can view a full list 
of sports categories at their website. 

If there are tribal citizens who 
are interested in participating, please 
call (850) 488-8347, or visit the official 
website at www.flasports.com. 


Pet or Pest? How to Protect 
Your Home from Rodents 


Submitted by the Health Department 

Don’t be deceived by their cute 
and cuddly appearance. Squirrels and 
chipmunks - like mice and rats - are 
also rodents, and will invade your home 
and make it their own. Primarily 
between the months of Oct. and Feb., 
these pests are searching for a good meal 
and some place warm for the winter sea- 
son. 

Rodents are harmful because 
they can bring fleas, mites and lice into 
the home, as well as spread diseases like 
the Hantavirus, a potentially deadly lung 
disease. 

How do you know if you have 
a rodent problem? Look for signs of 
gnawing marks on wood, plastic, metal 
pipes or food products, the presence of 
nesting sites, or tail and footprints. 
Runways marked by grease stains made 
by rodent’s fur may also be visible. 

In the last few months, the 
Hollywood Health Department has 
received several complaints regarding 


rodents. In order to protect your home 
against these unwanted pets, here are 
some preventive measures you can fol- 
low: thoroughly cleanup any spilled 
food or garbage and don’t leave pet food 
in dishes overnight, rodent-proof your 
home by covering all openings with 
wide ban steel wool, cement, galvanized 
steel mesh and hardware cloth. A mouse 
needs only a 3/8-inch crack or hole to 
get inside, keep all items that may pro- 
vide shelter at least 12 inches off the 
ground, cut grass and thick bush within 
100 feet of your home. 

Always remember, safety first! 
Take caution when using spring loaded 
traps or rodenticide, they can be harmful 
to children and pets. Follow all instruc- 
tions, and when in doubt, ask a profes- 
sional. 

Should you request additional 
information on the above, please con- 
tact the Health Department at (954) 
962-2009, Ext 125. 


‘Reel Nole’ Catches Top Ten Finish Again 



Fishing Team Excels 
at Hog’s Breath King 
Mackerel Tournament 
in Key West 


By Michael Kelly 

KEY WEST, FL — A brisk Jan. 
morrning welcomed the “Reel Nole” fish- 
ing team to the Hog’s Breath King 
Mackerel Tournament in Key West, Fla. 
Billed as “The largest sportfishing event 
in the Florida Keys,” 151 boats vied for 
the top prize - a pair of 
Mercury 200 horsepow- 
er outboard motors. 

Chris Osceola, 

Ernie Tiger, Sunny 
Frank, and Todd 
Nickels set out on their 
23 -foot boat named 
“Reel Nole” in hopes of 
hooking the top award. 

The tournament fea- 
tured two categories for 
boat sizes, 21-23 feet, 
and 30-foot and larger. 

First through eleventh 
place would be decided 
on combined total 
weight from both days, 
including cash payouts 
for the 23 -foot class 
boats, first through 
third. 

Reel Nole 

placed eighth in the 23- 
foot and under category, 
and continues to excel 
in the large tournaments 
throughout Florida. 

“We always do 
well, especially in the 
big tournaments,” said a 
confident Ernie Tiger. 

“Some of these other 
boats out here don't 
give us a lot of respect, 
but all we do is outfish 
them.” 

Founded in 
1991, the Southern 
Kingfish Association 
(SKA) has gained a reputation of being 
the pinnacle of fishing organizations and 
has grown into the largest sanctioned 
organization of saltwater fishing tourna- 
ments in the world. 

“The first year of the SKA, we 
had no more than 800 members,” said 
SKA founder Jack Holmes. “We currently 
have more than 6,000 members, 40,000 
that actually fish with us.” 

Holmes was especially proud of 
seeing families participating. 

“The best thing about this tour- 
nament is that you see husbands, wives, 
and their children fishing,” said Holmes. 
“I know many of the families and I've 
watched them grow up.” 


Don Ewing, Director of SKA, 
likened the tournament to the Daytona 
500. 

“This is a huge event,” said 
Ewing, who traveling all the way from 
North Carolina. “This is the kickoff of the 
SKA fishing tournament season.” 

“Some have even called the SKA 
the ‘NASCAR of Fishing Tournaments’,” 
he said. 

The SKA Key West tournament, 
which falls under Division 10, is just one 
of the eleven geographical locations found 
throughout Kingfish Country where the 
tournaments are held. The total division’s 


was time to get down to business. The 
fishing teams checked their gear, supplies, 
and were ready to venture out into the 
Atlantic Ocean. A dozen-plus pelicans had 
their sights on leftover bait being tossed 
from one of the boats. 

The Reel Nole was already out at 
sea, leaving the harbor before sunrise and 
fishing for the tenacious King Mackerel. 
The crew remarked that a person can trav- 
el 1 00 miles or more just a mile off shore 
to catch King Mackerel. 

“They're not too difficult to 
catch,” said Tiger. “But you've got to find 
the right spot.” 


Southern Kingfish Association 

(L-R) Chris Osceola, Ernie Tiger, Todd Nickels, Sunny Frank. 


tournament area extends from the Virginia 
coastline, stretching around the Florida 
Keys, and then making its way along the 
Gulf States, and finishing in Texas. 

So how intense is the competi- 
tion at these fishing tournaments? On 
Friday, Jan. 23, the various fishing teams 
docked or drove up to the Murray Marine 
Tackle & Dive Shop to register for the big 
tournament. The marina was filled with 
friendly banter among the fishermen, 
some telling, of course, fish tales, while 
others consumed the official drink of fish- 
ermen, beer. 

What a difference a day makes. 
As the Saturday morning sun crept over 
the mangroves surrounding the marina, it 


Easier said than done. 

While the King Mackerel can 
reach a length of six feet and weigh up to 
1 00 pounds, fishing professionals general- 
ly use a light fishing line. 

“You want to use a lighter gage 
line, about 20 pound test, for King 
Mackerel,” said Tiger. “The reason you 
don't use a heavier line is that the fish can 
see it, and you won't catch a thing.” 

The Reel Nole fishing team is 
gearing up for the next big tournament, 
which will take place at Dania Beach in 
late April. 

Read about the new look of Reel 
Nole in the next edition of The Seminole 
Tribune. 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 
Criminal Infractions 



At tii tyny "Tony” Sesltw 
I ribal Mem her Pueblo of In lit a 


1 


s a Native American, 1 respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless monev 

v 

recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 7ft Avc. Suite 106, Plantation. Florida 33317 


The hiring of a lawyer is an impurlunl derision that should nut be 
based solely upon advertise menl s. Brio re you decide, ask us lu send 
you Tree written informal [on about our qualifications and experience. 


Sine 
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Basketball Player Krystle Young 
Is A Real Student of the Game 


By Michael Kelly 

CORAL SPRINGS, FL — In a very short 
time, Krystle Young has become a fixture on the bas- 
ketball court at the gym at Hollywood Recreation. 
Displaying a passion for playing tenacious defense 
and a knack for creating steals, Young is considered a 
star basketball player on her junior varsity Sheridan 
Hills Christian School team. But it didn't start that 
way. 


came out to cheer Young on. 

In the semi-final game against Coral Springs 
Christian Academy, Young displayed her basketball 
skills in a close loss. In the closing seconds of the 
fourth quarter, Young hit a three-pointer to bring her 
team within three points. Throughout the game, 
Young scored points, played swarming defense, and 
encouraged her teammates to not give up. When it 
comes to sports, that's something Young will never 



Krystle Young - 
Athlete of the Week 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Thirteen-year-old 
Krystle Young is a bundle of energy and talent 
trapped inside her. All she needed was the 
opportunity to put it to good use. 

Young practiced hard throughout the 
summer and pushed herself to become a better 
basketball player. This young lady is already a 
tremendous defensive player who causes havoc 
on the opposing team with her long arms, quick 
hands and good footwork. 

Within the past few months, every 
aspect of her game has improved: ball handling, 
passing, defense, and knowledge of the game. 

That is to be expected from an athlete who 
comes to the gym eager to become a better play- 
er. This is the mentality and attitude Young has 
when she comes to practice. 

Young isn't trying to prove anything to 
her friends. She just wants to become the best player 
she can be. She understands that coaches, parents and 
friends can't make her become a better person or 
player, we can only help her. 

Through maturity and determination, Young 
made the Junior Varsity team at Sheridan Hills. She 
not only practices with her team at school, but when 
she has all her homework done, and is not too tired, 
Young makes her way to the gym at Hollywood 


Lila Osceola 

Krystle Young (right) attempts to block a player from 
the opposing team from scoring. 


Recreation to take a few extra shots and work on ball 
handling drills. That kind of commitment is the rea- 
son Young is a major contributor on the Sheridan 
Hills Junior Varsity team. 

Her offensive skills are coming along well, 
but it's her defense that has helped her team to a 7-1 
record. She averages about four steals a game, along 
with five rebounds and two blocks. 

Keep up the good work Krystle! 


“She's really learned a lot in a short time,” 
said Lila Osceola. “Krystle ’s game needed work, 
but she came to the gym three times a week to 
improve on it.” 

Both Lila and Tony Heard teach basket- 
ball at the gym at Hollywood Recreation and are 
excited, but not surprised by the improvements 
in Young’s game. 

“Krystle is a determined athlete and 
excels in whatever she does,” said Steve Young, 
Krystle's father. “Right after basketball season, 
it's on to track.” 

A big plus for Young is having the right 
teachers, like Osceola and Heard, who coach all 
the youth teams at the gym. 

“We have many tournaments here at the 
gym throughout the year; it gives the players 
experience and confidence,” said Osceola. “We 
take Krystle to Miami Heat games and she loves 
asking questions about the game, why did they 
run that play, things like that.” 

Another plus is the support of her 
friends and family. More than a dozen people 


❖ Snake Road 

Continued from page 1 

Hollywood Offices that specifically dealt with mak- 
ing the overdue changes on Snake Road. The meet- 
ing paid off since Phase I repairs on the road are 
slated to begin in late Spring or early Summer, 
according to Larry Haley, Regional 
Road Engineer for the BIA in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Snake Road presently has 
two-ten foot wide lanes, and no shoul- 
der. Phase I improvements include 
building a shoulder, and working on 
the signs on the road. During construc- 
tion drivers will likely experience road 
workers called flaggers “redirecting 
traffic and closing one lane,” according 
to Haley. 

After Phase I, Haley said the 
BIA must obtain more money to begin 
Phase II which will include widening 
the road from two lanes to four lanes, 
and adjusting the elevation of the road, 


which means workers will raise the outside edges of 
Snake Road so they are more even in height with 
the inside area of the lane. This measure will make 
the road safer because drivers will be less likely to 
slide off the side of the road. 

Haley added that Phase I construction will 
begin on the Seminole side of the road and move 
west toward the Miccosukee reservation. 

Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart R-FL, 
who works closely with the tribe, 
helped promote this bill, consequently 
helping it pass in both the House, by a 
margin of 242 - 176, and Senate, by a 
margin of 65-28. Representative 
Diaz-Balart serves the 25th district of 
Florida, which includes the western 
portion of Miami-Dade County, 

Collier County and Monroe County. 

Seminole Tribal President 
Moses B. Osceola met with the con- 
gressman several times to discuss 
what improvements to Snake Road 
would most benefit travelers on it. 
Osceola commended all Diaz-Balart’ s 
hard work on this project. 



Snake Road sign 


❖ 


Banquet 

Continued from page 1 


Atlanta Johns. 

The audience watched a short film high- 
lighting basketball star Christine McCall during a 
recent basketball game that showed her dominance 
of the sport. 

“Putting together 
these kind of events makes us 
feel better about our programs 
because as children get older, 
their abilities can develop; to 
allow them to become better 
athletes, better students and 
better tribal leaders,” Young 
said. 

A special guest 
speaker, Mike Tosee, a 
Professor of History, Social 
Sciences and American Indian 
Studies, at Haskell University 
in Lawrence, Kan., addressed 
the participants. He was visit- 
ing the Seminole Tribe to 
research their history, and to 
carry their message back to 
his students at the university, 
which enrolls students from 
150 tribes in 30 different 
states. 

He mentioned that he 

hears his students speak of 

how there aren’t many Native Americans who have 
made a name for themselves in sports. He said he 
begs to differ with them. 

“Sports are a learning and teaching experi- 
ence; it’s a tool by which you become stronger, a 
tool by which you become confident it teaches you 
self-discipline, courage and bravery, all the charac- 
teristics of the old warrior days,” said Tosee. 
“Today’s athlete becomes a warrior again.” 

He emphasizes the need for athletic train- 
ing as a motivating tool for Native Americans, 
given the social changes they have undertaken while 



Lila Osceola (right) hands Jo Jo 
Osceola a plaque for basketball. 


being assimilated into a system that forces them to 
accommodate a different way of life. 

He illustrates that athletes get criticized for 
not reaching the pro-level of their sport. He stated 
that emphasis should be placed on confidence build- 
ing instead and the ability to pass it on to others. 

“Athletics is sharing, is giving, and I think 
it’s a very compassionate thing that Indians have 
always done as well,” concluded Tosee. 

A video presentation fol- 
lowed. Famous Native American 
Athletes from the past, from Jim 
Thorpe, to Billy Mills, were high- 
lighted. The video continued with 
the current athletic stars of the 
Seminole Tribe, each well-trained 
in his or her chosen sport. 

The Seminole Recreation 
Department is the creation of 
Howard Tiger, who upon returning 
from military service as a marine 
in World War II, recognized a 
need to keep the Seminole youths 
motivated and active. Tiger, 
through his recreational activities, 
has made the greatest impact in 
the lives of young Seminoles than 
anyone else is recent history. He 
turned sports into a valuable tool 
in shaping and molding the lives 
of youths. 

Through the auspices of 

the recreation programs, the tribe 

has enjoyed the success of some 
of its citizens as they participate in athletics. The 
tribe is also a strong supporter of the Indigenous 
Games. 

The introduction of the Seminole Hall of 
Fame members, past and present included, Max 
Osceola Jr., Moses Osceola, Mike Tiger, Moses 
Jumper, Eugene Bowers, and notable others, is tes- 
tament to the value of organized sports and pro- 
grams to help youths focus on teamwork, discipline, 
perseverance, to achieve theirs goals, enhance their 
self esteem, and become successful. 


Adelsa Williams 


FOR YOUR LOWEST PRICE, TRIBE HOTLINE: 1-888-404-7497 



MAROON! AUTOPLAZA HAS AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR 


SEMINOLE & MICCOSUKEE TRIBAL 
MEMBERS & TRIBE EMPLOYEES 



SHOP IN COMFORT IN THE WORLD r S LARGEST INDOOR SHOWROOM. WITH THOUSANDS OF CARS, 

TRUCKS & VANS UNDER COVER, YOU WON'T GET CAUGHT IN THE RAIN! 



Maroone ».Auto Plaza 


’ CHEVY ■ NISSAN - OLDS * ISUZU 
* K I A - CUSTOM VANS * USED CARS 


ON PINES/HOLLYWOOD BLVD. just west of university drive 



MNOEIQUNN 





954-609-6922 


STORE MOUKSr MONDAY 1 SATURDAY *9 - SUNDAY 11-6 - SERVICE HOURS: MONDAY F KID AT 7 a 7 - SATURDAY M 
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Job Opportunities 


For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at 954-967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, Drug Screening is a requirement of employment, 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


HOLLYWOOD 

Position: Budget Analyst 

Dept: Accounting 

Position: Open until filled 

Salary: Negotiable with experience; with benefits 

Position: Fixed Asset Accountant 
Dept: Accounting 
Position Opens: 12/22/03 
Position Closes: 1/12/04 

Salary: $30,000 - $37,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Asst. Billing Clerk 

Dept: Utilities 

Position Opens: 2/17/04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist 
Dept: Health 
Position Opens: 1/12/04 
Position Closes: 1/26/04 

Salary: Negotiable with experience; with benefits 

Position: Network Administrator 
Dept: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 11/24/03 
Position Closes: 12/08/03 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Dental Assistant P/T 
Dept: Health 
Position Opens: 1/26/04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $19,968 - $26,291 annually 


Position Closes: When filled 

Position: Food Prep. & Service Assoc. 

Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10/27/03 
Position Closes: 11/10/03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 11/3/03 
Position Closes: 11/17/03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Asst. Store Manager 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10/21/03 
Position Closes: 11/3/03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience; with benefits 

Position: Elementary Music Teacher 
Dept: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Open until filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

BRIGHTON 

Position: Community Health Rep. 

Dept: Health 

Position: Open until filled 

Salary: $20,800 - $22,880 annually with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 

Dept: Utilities 

Position: Open until filled 

Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 


Police Jobs 


Position: Police Officer 

Starting Salary: $39,591.00 

Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, Immokalee 

Police Officer position available. Must already have/his/her 

certification. Needs to be a citizen or have alien resident 

card, 19 years or older, with a high school diploma or 

GED. Shift work. Benefits include PPO Health Insurance, 

Life Insurance, 40 IK, Take Home Car Program, Clothing 

Allowance. If you are interested please call (954) 967- 

8900. 


Tribune Jobs 


Positions Available at The Seminole Tribune! 

Interested in writing articles and covering 
events for the Seminole Tribe of Florida? The 
Seminole Tribune currently has positions available. 
Each position offers a competitive salary, flexible 
working hours, and a chance to travel. 

Freelance Reporter: Write stories and 
cover events. For example, if you live in Brighton, 
generally you will cover events there, or ones that are 
close by. Basic 35mm and/or digital camera experi- 
ence are needed. A good understanding of grammar 
rules and solid writing skills are important. A valid 
driver’s license is required. Strong computer skills 
needed (Windows/MS Office, Word). 

If you would like more information, please 
call the Human Resources Department at (954) 967- 
3403, or The Seminole Tribune at (954) 967-3416. 


Emergency Services 

Position: Fire Inspector/Public Education Specialist 
Location: Big Cypress and Other Reservations 
Salary: $38,000. (negotiable) Plus Benefits 

Responsibilities include: Fire safety inspec- 
tions of fire suppression and notification systems, 
new construction, existing occupancies and hazardous 
material sites. Manage Hazardous Material Program. 
Provide presentations on fire safety to educate the 
public and employees of the Tribe. Accept other 
duties as required. Essential for satisfactory perform- 
ance are: good communication skills (verbal and 
written), the ability to work with the public in a cour- 
teous manner, the ability to work in a “self directed” 
environment, a working knowledge of the National 
Fire Protection Agency’s Life Safety Code, State 
Building Codes including the rules and regulations of 
the State Fire Marshal’s Office and the ability to 
research and comprehend technical material. Ability 
to travel between all Reservations (Statewide) is 
mandatory. 

Minimum Qualifications: Current State of 
Florida Fire Inspector Certification, experience con- 
ducting Fire Inspections and working with the public. 

*Preference will be given to candidates pos- 
sessing State of Florida Firefighter Certification, rele- 
vant college degrees and certifications plus extensive 
Fire Inspection/Public Education experience. 

Other Requirements: High School Diploma, Valid 
Florida Driver’s License, Ability to pass an extensive 
Background Investigation and Drug Screen 


Notice 


Position: Outreach Worker 
Dept: CAA 
Position Opens: 9/2/03 
Position Closes: 9/15/03 
Salary: $8/hour with benefits 

Position: Building Manager 

Dept: DSO Complex 

Position Opens: 1/19/04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $28,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Vehicle & Equip Coordinator 
Dept: Fixed Asset, Accounting 
Position Opens: 12/22/03 
Position Closes: 1/12/04 

Salary: $20,800 - $24,960 annually with benefits 

Position: HR Compliance Officer 
Dept: Human Resources 
Position Opens: 2/9/04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: HR Analyst 
Dept: Human Resources 
Position Opens: 2/9/04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Resource Specialist (Eli. & Until) 

Dept: Health 
Position Opens: 12/15/03 
Position Closes: 12/29/03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Librarian/Reporter 
Dept: Communications 
Position Opens: 2/9/04 
Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $29,120 annually (negotiable with exp.); with 
benefits 

Position: ABE/GED Teacher 

Dept: Employment and Training, Education 

Position Opens: 1/19/04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $36,000 annually with benefits 

BIG CYPRESS 

Position: Tour Guide 
Dept: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10/13/03 
Position Closes: 10/27/03 
Salary: $7. 50/hour with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T and P/T 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10/21/03 
Position Closes: 11/3/03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience; with benefits 

Position: Environmental & Safety Worker 

Dept: Health 

Position Opens: 12/15/03 

Position Closes: 12/29/03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 

Dept: Ahfachkee School 

Position: Open until filled 

Salary: Negotiable with experience; with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Dept: Building & Grounds 
Position Opens: 2/9/04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $16,640 annually with benefits 

Position: Administrator, Emergency Services 
Dept: Emergency Services 
Position Opens: 12/01/03 
Position Closes: 12/15/03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Fuel Truck Driver/Line Man 

Dept: Aviation 

Position Opens: 1/5/04 

Position Closes: 1/19/04 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Water Sampler 

Dept: Water Resources 

Position Opens: 1/12/04 

Position Closes: 1/26/04 

Salary: $21,840 annually with benefits 

Position: Elementary Education Teacher 
Dept: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Open until filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Bus Driver 
Dept: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 1/19/04 


Position: Video Programmer, P/T 
Dept: Broadcasting 
Position: Open until filled 
Salary: $8/hour 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T and P/T 
Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10/21/03 
Position Closes: 11/3/03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience; with benefits 

Position: Transporter 

Dept: Health 

Position Opens: 9/8/03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 - $20,592 annually with benefits 

Position: Asst. Store Mgr. 

Dept: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10/21/03 
Position Closes: 11/3/03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience; with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Dept: Family Services 
Position Opens: 1/5/04 
Position Closes: 1/19/04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher Aide (3) 

Dept: Preschool 
Position Opens: 8/18/03 
Position Closes: 9/2/03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits and education 

Position: Water Resources Mgt. Coord. 

Dept: Water Resources Dept. 

Position: Open until filled 

Salary: $30,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Water Sampler 

Dept: Water Resources 

Position Opens: 1/12/04 

Position Closes: 1/26/04 

Salary: $21,840 annually with benefits 

Position: Heavy Equipment Mechanic 
Dept: Natural Resource Program 
Position Opens: 10/27/03 
Position Closes: 11/10/03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Dept: Family Services, Health 
Position: Open until filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Secretary/ Asst Project Director 
Dept: Community Care for the Elderly 
Position Opens: 2/17/04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Bus Driver 
Dept: Education 
Position Opens: 1/26/04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

IMMOKALEE 

Position: Counselor II 
Dept: Family Services, Health 
Position: Open until filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Cultural/Language Instructor 
Dept: Culture Education 
Position: Open until filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Dept: Recreation 
Position: Open until filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 

Position: Teacher I 
Dept: Preschool 
Position Opens: 11/24/03 
Position Closes: 12/08/03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience; with benefits 

Position: Operator Maint. Trainee (1) 

Dept: Utilities 

Position: Open until filled 

Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist 
Dept: Health Educator, Health 
Position: Open until filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Dept: Family Services, Health 
Position: Open until filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court Department 
SUFFOLK Division 
[SEAL] 

Docket No. 03D1739 

Summons By Publication 

Ernst Cherry . Plaintiff(s) 
v. 

Myriam Cherry , Defendant(s) 

To the above named Defendant(s): 

A Complaint has been presented to this 
Court by the Plaintiff(s), Myriam Cherry , seeking a 


divorce . 

You are required to serve upon Dane M. 
Shulman, Esq. - plaintiff(s) - attorney for plaintiff(s) 
- whose address is 1596 Blue Hill Avenue. Mattapan, 
MA 02126 you answer on or before April 1, 2004 . If 
you fail to do so, the court will proceed to the hearing 
and adjudication of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer in the office of the 
Register of this Court at Boston . 

Witness, John M. Smoot . Esquire, First 
Justice of said Court at Boston , this 23rd day of 
January 2004 . 

Publication: in Hollywood, Florida 

[SIG] Richard Iannella 
Register of Probate Court 


4 th ANNUAL 

OKEECHOBEE BATTLEFIELD 
COMMEMORATION 


A Re-enactment of Florida's Fiercest Seminole War Battle 
February 28 T& & 29 1Il , 2004 
10:00 A.M - 4:00 P.M, 


’Seminole War Battle Re-enactment 
^Southeastern Stomp Dancing 
‘'Seminole Pood & Crafts 
’Seminole Story Telling 
’Alligator Demonstrations 
’Sun Arnolds Wildlife Refuge 


’Living History 
’Exhibits 
’Artisans 
•Falconry 

•Fun, Food & More. 


HISTORICAL ARTIST GUY LaBREE 
ARTIST OF SEMINOLE HISTORY AND FLORIDA WH DUFF 

SPECIAL MUSIC PERFORMANCE BT 13 YEAR OLD 
MELI SSA RITTER 






AUHTSSION: U*TJ PER CAP OP S 3 , 00 WALK-IN 

DIRECTIONS- 2 MILES S.E. OF TAYLOR CHEEK 
BRIDGE OS 441 S.E. 

FOR MORE I 3 f FORMATION CONTACT: FRIENDS 
OF THE OKEECHOBEE BATTLEFIELD UR 

OF TEST T 


PA*i 'M '1 l-nil'MMr l i 1 15 Wf-h 'S w 1 1 hM fc.il H 1 . SKWlNi it h tHMW: rife M/ ’HN't-SEW.- 'IJi’TJUUh. 1 

IW, roej«]-r\ih riu-Ki mustum stMrnnu: miaa: nr rt t juda. bULLr. jnir ux cm %r-, nmmji -i -yp’m i rm™L* 

1 1 M [ I nKii >a v. , 1 1 i-ii VuHAKKftp- s i * 'kkl-.UI' , r 0! i nK ui q n ■ » i nmt Ri t 
STOKSORS: ATteT!AEi)lj(KiiCAL * H l-Stt }R k. A 1. 1 :i>h S K*> VKNi . IJhkl-CHOfcKt: »r.m.lK <:iJX?AMT..KLCK MIOTWW 
REALTY CRMEY & BUCIUNU' LAW FTfiM. OKEECHOBEE COUNTY Tl'jDSIST DKVELi iH^r !vf Cf.li.Vil'. Ok - -f *H»- 
Bfcfc LB STRICT DLUSLtCT UP FUEESFKT, DEIUR11SEKT CiF CuRftEOTfJffiE, UCilTTSliY’S RESTAUR A Kt . r>k'FIRf:Hfl 
Rf t rtiflUC'UHKAVt. &LMAZA BOLIfiOE 

Frjstrr ba^ksucuiLd bv Gin- - LaBrcc 



Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1993 


Gourmet And Specially Gifts 

£"!( ) I JH.M F T DEI. (CUTS— CCHJRMFT BASiJTS AND CTX1DIFS 

F LORAt LXPRLSSION5 FRL5H FLOWLRS 

INDUI GFNCE 

IKtCKJUS MOMENT— 

WITH SYMPATHY 

MOVING 1N_ 


..BODY CARE PRODUCTS 

HAHY AND MUM PRODUCTS 

FLORA! f GOURMET 

.WELCOME GIFTS 


YOUR BUSINESS IMAGE* CORPORATE GILTS 


Local Del ivery I o 

d Ec Da Jo CuuriLy 

Wtre* Sfirvirs. We Kip Anywhere* In Thtn Ll^iA 
LmT MirmLe Orders. All Mdj-ui Credit Cuudis 


Gourmet Gift Ras k- 
And Goodies 




954-921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, PL 

www . h on raysfromhn II ywood.com 
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Happy Birthday 



Sierra Mariah Bowers turns 6 
years old on April 22, 2004. Happy 
birthday baby girl. We love you. You’ve 
made our life worth living. 

Hugs and kisses, from Grandma 
Tasha, little brother Ethan, and little sis- 
ter Shana. 



New Kids 



We would like to welcome our 
new precious little one, Analysse 
Ah’mira Garcia Stockton. She is of the 
Panther Clan, and her father is of the Bird 
Clan. 

Born: December 17, 2003 at 
11:20 a.m. Weight: 6 pounds, 2 ounces. 
Length: 18 inches. Proud parents: Lesley 
Yesenia Garcia and Antillis Nehemiah 
Stockton. Proud brothers: Micco, 
Kowako, E-Fiki-Chate “Freak.” 
Grandparents: Ms. Delores Jumper, Mr. 
Nepolean Garcia, Mrs. Jane Stockton, 
Mr. O’Hara. Great- grandmas: Ms. 
Tommie Jumper and Ms. Bessie 
Tommie. 



Griffin Billie 

Born: Dec. 2, 2003. Weight: 7 
pounds, 13 ounces. Length: 19 inches. 
Parent: Susanne Billie, Bird Clan, 
Hollywood Reservation. Grandparent: 
Sally T. Billie, Hollywood Reservation. 



Happy first birthday on March 
12th to Hyatt Rowel Brugh 

We Love You! 

Momma (Perrie), Daddy (Koty 
Brugh), your Aunt Michele and Uncle 
Gene Thomas, Uncle Marty and Aunt 
Kim Johns, cousins Mackenzie, 

Marilee, Dewell and Taylor 
Johns, Trevor Thomas, Elizabeth, 
Victoria, Harley Maggord, Nana 
(Connie), Paw (Sonny Whidden), Paul 
Bowers Jr., “the Florida bunch,” Papa 
Ron, Aunt Brandi, Aunt Dusty, Uncle 
Jay, Chaunyl, James and Jada Cree, 
and “the North Dakota Bunch.” 


Happy 13th birthday to 
Britney Buster on Feb. 17 

I know we don’t really have a 
bond because of time and mistakes on my 
part, but not a day goes by that I don’t 
think about you; especially on the day 
you were brought into this world. 


By Atlanta Johns, Kei-Ya-Le Osceola 
and Jeanie Osceola 

It’s hard to go on with life with- 
out you! You meant so much to us yet you 
don’t even have a clue. You were like our 
older brother. The memories we shared 
will stay in our hearts forever. Laughin’, 
cryin’ at times, and just straight up chill’n 
were the best. 

You were unique because you 
weren’t like the rest. You were always 
surrounded by a lot of people. Basically 
you had no equal. Unfortunately your 
accident was lethal and as you resurrect 



Happy birthday on March 18 to 
Ike Jumper AKA HotDogg 

What being your mother meant to me. 

Being your mother meant that I 
have had the opportunity to experience 
loving someone more than I love myself. 

I have learned what it’s like to experience 
joy and warmth just by being your moth- 
er. 

It hasn’t always been easy, and 
I’m sure I’ve said and done things that 
have hurt or confused you, but remember, 
we always get through it and continue on. 
No one’s smile has ever warmed my heart 
like yours did. No one’s laughter filled 
my heart like yours did. No one’s hugs 
feel as sweet and warm as yours do to 
me. 

You are a part of me, even 
though you had to leave to be with the 
Lord. I miss you and think of you every- 
day. Being your mother means that I’ve 
always been given one of life’s greatest 
gifts, you. 

I love you always, 

Mom 


that will be your sequel. 

You were there when we needed 
you the most. But now you’ll be watchin’ 
us like a holy ghost. But before we start 
relaxin’ we’re gonna be reflectin’ on how 
special you were to us. From our hearts, 
we knew you were one we could trust. 
We’re gonna miss you so. It’s tragic the 
way you had to go. Always will you be in 
our hearts “pimpin’. We love you always, 
and that ain’t eva endin’! 

In loving of memory of “Pimpin” 

Brendan Joshua Cypress Young 



Happy belated birthday to 
Judy A. Osceola on Jan. 1 

Happy birthday mom! You’ve 
brought us through so much and you’ve 
stood by our side for so long that it’s our 
turn to stand by yours. We’re almost there 
and we love you so much! Happy birth- 
day again. 

Gladys, Rhonda and “all” the 
grandkids 



Happy birthday to Ronnie 
Doctor on March 5 

Happy Birthday to the greatest 
daddy and granddaddy in the world. 
You’ve proven yourself over and over 
again to be the best ever, and we love you 
lots! 

Gladys, Koo-Wi and C.C. 



Happy 5th Birthday Kiauna 
Martin, love Mom, Dad, Jr., Alexis, 
Grandma, Grandpa, and Aunt Crystal. 


Dear Ms. Peggy Osceola: 

I just wanted to thank you again 
for all of your help with Katie's History 
Fair project. We had a wonderful time, 
and I think that she really learned a great 
deal (I know that I did). You were right, 
the museum is fantastic! It was very 


Jesus, Jesus what a wonderful name. 

As your people go around playing these 
games. 

In your will you’ve kept me safe. 

Through your eyes you've seen me commit 
crimes. 

Through your eyes you've seen me lose 
my mind. 

Yet you give us people only what we can 
bare. 

If it wasn't for your grace and mercy, 
us people wouldn 't have a place here. 

But in your heaven there will be a space. 



Happy belated birthday to 
Valerie Mae Frank, born January 25, 
1977. You’ve grown to such a beautiful 
daughter; there is nothing we wouldn’t do 
for you. We know you had a great time at 
your party and wish you many happier 
times ahead. Stay strong, keep the faith 
and you will succeed. 

Love you always, 

Virginia, Eddie, Jesse, Victor, 
Shelli, Vinson, Michael, and Boo Boo. 

Happy belated birthday to the 
little mommy to be Valerie Mae Frank! 

I hope you have a great year! It has been 
wonderful watching you blossom through 
the years and being your friend. I wish 
you lots of fun times ahead! 

Love 

Mel! 

Happy birthday to Valerie M. 
Frank. To our auntie Val, we want you to 
know that we are thinking of you always. 

Love, 

Bossman (Maximus) and 
Princess (Mia) 



Happy 17th birthday to Nina 
on Feb. 1. We love you. 

Aunt Leslie, Uncle Miah, 
Micco, Kowako, Freak and Ildy 


informative, and one of the best laid out 
museums that I have ever seen. 

The storyteller, Ms. Cypress, was 
wonderful. I really liked the story she told 
about how the possum lost its tail. 
Sincerely, 

Susan Moore 


In your heart, we'll always have a place. 
In your eyes, you see us for who we are. 
In our hearts, we can only realize the 
truth. 

Through your eyes, you see us when no 
one does. 

You 're there when no one is. 

You 've been there from the start. 

You'll be there till the end. 

You've been there through thick and thin. 
This is dedicated to Jack H.M. 

— By Austina M. 


Freeman Osceola: A son, 
brother, uncle, nephew, cousin and 
friend. We will miss your smile, laugh- 
ter and understanding. We love you 
Freeman, and miss you very much. 
You’re up in heaven now, watching 
down over us, knowing one day we 
will be able to see each other again. 
Freeman, you’re forever in our hearts 
and in our minds. 

We would like to take time to 
say thank you to everyone who came 
to lend a hand and a shoulder to com- 
fort us, the beautiful flower arrange- 
ments, your prayers and we are very 
grateful to those who prepared meals 
for us. A word of appreciation goes to 
our tribal officials for taking care of 
matters at such a burdensome time. 

We love you Freeman! 

Love, 

Mom (Ruby), Raleigh, 
Caroline, Veldina, family and friends 

Sho na bish sha 


My nieces and a friend passed away almost three years ago, 
Times may have changed, but ours hearts have not, 

We thought of you with love today. 

But that is nothing new 

We thought about you yesterday and days before that too. 

We think of you in silence, we often speak your name, 
Now all we have are memories and a picture in a frame. 
Your memory is our keepsake with which we will never part. 
God has you in his keeping, we have you in our hearts. 

Written by Grandma Henry 
We Miss you Tiffany & Paige 
Always Forever 
Love, 

Your family 



In Memory 

Pimpin’ 4 Lyfe! 


Thank You 


Thank you for all the 
wonderful and beautiful gifts 
you gave us for the baby, and 
for always being there for me 
and my family. We love you so 
much and we appreciate all that 
you do. 

I know sometimes you 
may not hear it to often, but 
you’re the greatest mom. 

Always know it and don’t let 
anyone tell you different. You 
always look out for us and thank 
you for it. 

Love always, 

Lesley and Miah 
Micco, Kowako, Freak, and 
Ildy 



Poem 

Jesus 


Nationwide Applications 

“Leading financial institution 
approving small business, 
mortgage and vehicle loans, 
mmediate Response. Give is a 
call at 1-866-2 19-7661.” 


Indian Spiritual Healer & Readings By Sonya 

Have you been worried or confused? 

Are you failing at your job or personal life? 

Do you feel unlucky? j} 

Then call this gifted healer today, she will tell you of 
your problems and what you must do to solve them. 
Call today for a brighter tommorrow. 

(561) 799-3416 

I free question by phone . . --W 
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Seminole Tribal Fair Golf Tournament 


By Adelsa Williams 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL — On 

Wednesday, Feb. 11, tribal citizens, employees, 
spouses and associates participated in this year’s 
Tribal Fair Golf Tournament, held at the Raintree 
Golf Resort in Pembroke Pines, Fla. 


After a vigorous competition, golfers 
gathered up for a hearty meal during a banquet 
ceremony, where the winners would be 
announced. 

Bo Young of the Recreation Department 
said, “This year there was a higher number of 

golfers from other tribes around the coun- 
try.” 

Special thanks went to Max 
Osceola Jr. for sponsoring the event and 
waiving the event’s entry fee. 
Congratulations to the winners: 

Closest to the Pin - Men: Hole - 
4 - Jerry Ordis, 8 - Deno Robin, 13 - 
Joshua Harrison, 17 - Vernon Jacobs; 
Ladies: 4 - Faye Antoine, 8 - Jackie T., 13 

- Jackie T., 17 - Terry Hahn; Senior Men: 
4 - Pete Russo, 8 - Del Riley, 13 - Fred 
Kirby, 17 - Richard Lee; Senior Ladies: 4 

- Emily Owens, 8 - Emily Owens, 17- 
Rick Butler 

Longest Drive - Men: Hole 5 - 
Steve Chiasson; Senior Men: 5 - Max 
Osceola Jr.; Ladies: 5 - Pauletta Bowers; 
Senior Ladies: 5 - Emily Owens 

Team Standings - 1st Jerry 
Ordis, Ray Nicholas, Del Riley, 2nd 
Marie Tommie, Rose McGary, Mike 
Granada, Malcolm O’Brien, 3rd Joe 
Frank, Emily Owens, A.D. Owen, Jim 
Harrison, 4th Roy Poole, Mary Sebastien, 
Bill Tooshkenig, Charlie Cypress, 5th 
Kahane O., Jackie Thompson, Phil 
Ay ward, Marcy Osceola Jr., 6 th Steve 
Tooshkenig, Andy Guthier, Salaw 
Hummingbird, Randy Wysote, 7th Steve 
Osceola, Terry Hahn, Bo Young, John 
Madrigal, 8th Harry Kennedy, Marvin 
Mulhollan, Steve Chiasson, Richard Lee 
Most Honest - Alfonso 
Tigertail, Faye Antone, Roger Pinard, 
Mike Micco. 



Adelsa Williams 


Pete Russo displays good form during the tournament. 



Adelsa Williams 


Bo Young presents awards after the Tribal Fair Golf Tournament. 


Seminole Sports Hall of Fame 
Golf Tournament Winners 


Two Man Team 

Closest to the Pin - Men: Hole 
3 - Vernon Jacobs, 6 - Harry Kennedy, 2 

- Jerry Ordis, 17 - Mitch Osceola; Senior 
Men: 3 - Marvin Mulholland, 6 - Ray 
Nicholas, 2 - Corey Atwell Atwell, 17 - 
Keno King; Women: 3 - Terry Hahn 2, 6 
and 17 - Faye Antone; Senior Women: 3 

- Rose McGary, 2 - Diane Chiasson 

Longest Drive - Men: Jason 
Tommie; Senior Men: Lawrence 
Osceola; Women: Linda Tommie; Senior 
Women: Rose McGary 

Straightest Drive - Men: 
Kahane Osceola; Senior Men: Ernest 
Riley; Women: Linda Tommie; Senior 
Women: Emily Owens 

Team Standings - 1st - Jerry 
Ordis and Dino Rolin, 2nd - Ad and 
Emily Owens, 3rd - Dale and Ernest 
Riley, 4th - Mitch and Marcy Osceola Jr., 
5th - Bob Mann and Edith Cushion, 6th - 
Georgia Pedro and Jackie Thompson, 7th 

- Brenda and Phillip Ayward, 8th - Sandy 
and Ken Peterson, 9th - Salaw 
Hummingbird and Corey Atwell. 

Most Honest - Billy Jo and Jeff 

Johns 

Skins - Hole 1 : Dale Riley and 
Riley, 3: Dean Williams and Les Riley, 

7: Dino Rolin and Jerry Ordis, 4: Mitch 
and Marcy Osceola, 12/13: Bob Mann 
and Edith Cushion, 16: Ad and Emily 
Owens, 10/15: Linda Tommie and Terry 
Hahn, 17: Keno King and Charlie Frye, 

5: Ricky Doctor and Michael O’Brien 



Adelsa Williams 

Jackie Thompson tee’s off at the Bonaventure Country Club. 



Adelsa Wiliams 


(L-R) John Madrigal, Jason Tommie, Allen Huff, Maxie Tommie 
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Giovanni Vargas 

19541 260-0232 


Brace Ventlryes 

1954J 562-1290 


www.keflevctievrolet.com 
601 N. Fetioral Hwjt- * Haffaotfaie 
19541 457-8500 
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Emma Brown 


Future Miss Seminoles? Young children show off their regalia. 


The 66th Annual Brighton Field Day and Rodeo 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On Feb. 20-22, 
the Brighton Reservation hosted The Sixty- 
Sixth Annual Seminole Arts & Crafts Field 
Day Festival and Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association (PRC A) Rodeo. 

November 1938 marked the begin- 
ning of the Field Day event which began as 
a “Day of Fun,” and was organized and pro- 
duced by mainly non-Native Americans. It 
was deemed the Day of Fun because tribal 


citizens competed in different games and 
activities. 

The most popular event back then 
was the horse race, which is still loved by 
many tribal citizens today. They also held a 
big barbecue and heard speeches from some 
of the leaders of the tribe. This day of fun 
was an all-Native American event, allowing 
family and friends from all reservations to 
gather together to have a grand time. 

This year, the community began 


charging for admission, selling arts and 
crafts, and food. What started as one day 
fun and games with family and friends has 
now evolved into several days of fun and 
activities. 

Folks travel from all over South 
and Central Florida to be part of the three- 
day arts and crafts festival and rodeo. This 
year, the festival started on Tuesday and 

❖ See FIELD DAY, page 6 


Hollywood Seminole Children Visit Vermont 



By Joe Collins 

STOWE, VT — The boys and girls from the Hollywood 
reservation were no different from the many other people who visit 
Stowe. This small town is a popu- 
lar vacation spot for most snow 
seekers on the Atlantic coast. 

As they prepared for 
their trip to the frozen mountains 
of Vermont, the kids had dreams 
of building a snowman, sledding, 
snowboarding and most of all hit- 
ting their chaperones with many, 
many snowballs. They boarded 
the plane here in sunny Ft. 

Lauderdale, wearing typical 
Floridian clothing, t-shirts, jeans 
and shorts. 

When they landed in 
Vermont, they had to grab jackets 
and make a run for the mini-vans, 
and take the 45 minute ride 
through the snow-filled moun- 
tains before reaching the comfort 
of their warm and dry rooms. The 
kids were anxious to dive right 
into the snow, and the first snow- 
ball fight broke out as we were 
picking up the keys to the rooms. 

The fight then carried over to the 
front of the rooms as the kids 
through snowballs and each other 


into the three-foot deep snow banks before they returned to their 
rooms. 

The sun was just coming up on Friday morning, and all of the 

boys and girls were up and 
ready for a long day of playing 
in the snow. They started with 
sledding on a hill in town were 
they each tried to out do the 
other and to see who was brave 
enough to go all the way to the 
top. 

They raced each other 
down the hill, laughing all the 
way. As soon as they reached 
the bottom, they would grab the 
sled and race back to the top. At 
first, the kids who had been 
raised in the sun and surf of 
South Florida, struggled with 
handling the sleds, but it didn’t 
take long for all of them to mas- 
ter the techniques of snow sled- 
ding. 

As lunch drew near, 
this crew of professional sled- 
ders boarded the mini-vans to 
tackle lunch. On the way, they 
were given a quick look at the 
mountain they would take on 
the next day. 

❖ See VERMONT, page 7 


Recreation Department staff 

Krystle Young slides down a snow-covered hill in Vermont. 


Native Businesses Highlights USET Gaming Expo 



By Iretta Tiger 

MIAMI, FL — On Feb. 20, at the Miccosukee Resort and 
Convention Center, the final day of the Tenth Annual United South 
and Eastern Tribes (USET) Gaming Conference and Expo had begun. 
At first, the expo seemed like any other gaming exhibition, with slot 


machine and video pull-tab displays, but take the time to look around 
and you will notice something has changed. There is an increase in 
Native owned businesses and they are aiming at different areas of the 
gaming market. 

Sister Sky is a bath and body care company created and 
owned by sisters Marina Turning Robe and Monica Simeon, 
of the Spokane Tribe. 

“We started about five years ago; our target market 
is Indian casinos and hotels,” said Robe. “We can create cus- 
tom blends for scents that represent nature that is indigenous 
to an area.” 

Sister Sky is available online with bath gels and 
lotions in beautiful scents such as Moon and Rain. Look for 
Sister Sky the next time you stay at a tribally owned hotel. 

Cranberry juice, cigarettes and water; it may sound 
like an odd combination but these are the products the Native 
Wholesale Supply Company offers. Created by Arthur 
Montour of the Seneca Nation, Native Wholesale Supply car- 
ries products owned and manufactured by Natives. 

Seneca brand cigarettes are manufactured on the Six 
Nations Indian Reservation in Canada. Iroquois Cranberry 
Growers, owned and operated by the Wahta Mohawk band, 
offers a variety of cranberry products, such as cran-maple 
syrup and cran- strawberry jam. Also from the Wahta 
Mohawk territory is Wahta Springs bottled water. Mike 
DeCaire, of the Wahta Mohawk tribe, is part owner and Plant 
Manager of Wahta Springs. 

From the Oneida Nation comes Oneida Textile 
Designs, specializing in state-of-the-art custom embroidery, 
screen printing, printing and engraving. Products vary from 
T-shirts and golf towels to water bottles and key chains. Also 
from Oneida is Standing Stone Gaming, which has intro- 
duced cashless gaming. This system works much like using 

❖ See EXPO, page 3 


Iretta Tiger 

Polly Hayes (center) and LaWanna Niles (right) discuss the Seminole Tribe 
with a Tenth Annual USET Gaming Conference and Expo attendee. 


Tampa Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino Ready to Roll 

By Shelley Marmor 

TAMPA — Some came to gamble. Others came to look around. 
And some people came just to see the Flying Elvi, a team of 1 0 Elvis 
Presley-impersonating professional skydivers. 

On Thursday March 1 1, the Tampa Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
officially opened its doors to eager crowds wanting to gamble and stay in 
one of the hotel’s 250 brand new rooms. 

Tribal citizens Nicodemus Billie from Big Cypress and Diane 
Frank from Hollywood managed to squeeze in a few games in the 90,000- 
square foot casino before the opening ceremony kicked off. Bilie said that 
though he was not winning, he noticed others were having a different kind 
of luck. 

“I see a lot 
of people winning,” 
he said. 

At about 12 
p.m., most people 
had made their way 
outside to see the 
much anticipated 
Flying Elvi soar 
through the air at 120 
miles per hour, and 
watch the ceremonial 
smashing of the gui- 
tar, a tradition at the 
grand opening of 
Hard Rock hotels. 

In addition 
to these two crowd 
pleasers, several peo- 
ple responsible for 
the hotel’s opening 
also said a few 
words. 

Phil 

Clemente, Hard Rock 
CEO, commended 
the partnership 
between the Hard 
Rock Corporation 
and the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. Jim 
Allen, the tribe’s 
CEO of Gaming, fol- 
lowed. He commend- 
ed Baltimore-based real estate developers The Cordish Co., as well as the 
tribe for all their hard work. 

“We believe we’ve achieved our goal,” Allen said. “We wanted a 
good partnership with contractors, architects, [and] designers.” 

David S. Cordish, Co-Owner of The Cordish Co., said key players 
from the two major gaming markets, Las Vegas and Atlantic City, have 
called him to congratulate the landmark partnership between his company, 
the Tribe, and Hard Rock. 

“This is an accomplishment I will remember forever,” Cordish 

said. 

Bobby Henry gave a traditional blessing of the building, and Ernie 
Stevens, CEO of the National Indian Gaming Committee, told the crowd 
that Native American casinos have created many jobs and also account for 
$70 million in charitable donations annually. He also extended a message of 
congratulations on behalf of all of Indian Country. 

Members of the Tribal Council also offered a few words. Most 

❖ See TAMPA, page 22 



Shelley Marmor 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress saying a few words 
during the Tampa Hard Rock Hotel & Casino’s 
grand opening ceremony. 


Seminoles Welcome Deputy 
Secretary Claude Allen 

By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On Tuesday March 2, Deputy Secretary 
Claude Allen, of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, spent 
the day visiting with the Seminole Tribe. Accompanying Allen were 
Amanda Robinson, rep- 
resenting the Regional 
Director of Region IV of 
the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human 
Services (HHS) 

Constantinos Miskis, 

Lance Leggitt, 

Counselor to the Deputy 
Secretary, Richie 
Grinnell, Acting Area 
Director of Indian 
Health Services, Captain 
B. Kevin Molloy, spe- 
cial assistant to the 
director, and Pelagie 
“Mike” Snesrud, Senior 
Tribal Liason for Policy 
and Evaluation. 

The visit began 
with a meeting between 
Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, Vice Chairman 
Moses Osceola, Health 
Director Connie 
Whidden, and the HHS 
delegation. Chairman 
Cypress expressed his 
belief on the importance of health care. 

“Health is more important than money,” joked Cypress. “You’ve 
got to be healthy to spend money or somebody else will spend it.” 

Introductions were made and Whidden described all the services of 
the Seminole Health Department, and its future plans. 

Suzanne Davis, the Seminole Allied Health Program Manager, 
explained the Diabetes Prevention Program. Davis commended Cypress’ 
success in managing his weight and diabetes. 

After the meeting, the delegation toured the Health Complex. 
Hollywood Council Representative Max Osceola Jr. greeted them and 
informed them about some of the details in building the complex. 

The delegation took the time to tour the departments in detail. 

Allen asked many questions and listened closely as Family Services, Dental 
and the Clinic described their programs. 

Chairman Cypress met up with the delegation at the Preschool 
Department. Cypress and Allen sat with the children for lunch and talked 
with them. The children welcomed Allen with several gifts each class had 

❖ See ALLEN, page 4 
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(L-R) U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services Deputy Secretary Claude Allen with 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 
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Editorials 



Ko-wah-yah- Jot to chene pahen empom • Three horses are eating hay 



Stephen Galla 

An incorrect photo was placed with the story “Improvements to Snake Road in 
the Works” which appeared in the Feb. 27 issue. Above is the correct photo of 
Snake Road. 
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Around the Campfire: We Need to Boycott Bad CoDeges 

By Dr. Dean Chavers Education in Albuquerque Public Schools. We met with Peck on 


I am sick of colleges doing the wrong thing by Indian students. 
By the wrong thing I mean taking their money, doing little or 
nothing for them, and kicking them out, usually the first year 
they are enrolled. I think we need a national boycott of the worst 
colleges. 

Colleges can and should do the right things to Indian stu- 
dents. The leadership for change has to come from the top. If the 
college administration wants to make positive changes, it can. But 
most of them do not care. And we let them get away with it. 

I estimate now that the overall dropout rate in the U.S. 
is about 82 percent, which is almost double the national dropout 
rate for college students of 44 percent. It is time we did some- 
thing about it. That thing is a national boycott of the worst offend- 
ers. 

Tribes and high schools both need to stop sending stu- 
dents to places where 80 percent or 90 percent of them will drop 
out or be kicked out. Instead they need to send students to cam- 
puses where they have a decent chance of finishing. 

Indian Country needs trained professionals more than 
any place else in the nation. Any Indian person who has had to 
wait eight hours to see a doctor will agree. Anyone who has had 
a relative die from being misdiagnosed at an Indian hospital will 
agree. Anyone who has had incompetent teachers leave their kids 
with inadequate skills will agree. 

So when the colleges take Indian money and do nothing 
for the student they are cheating the whole Indian community, not 
just that student. 

A young professor came to be from the University of 
New Mexico 14 years ago. He is one of only two people from that 
university to visit my office, and we have three dozen or more 
students there on scholarship. 

“What can I do for you, sir?” I asked him as soon as we 
sat down. 

“I want you to help me get an Indian student through the 
biology program and earn a degree,” he said. 

“What do you mean?” I asked. “You have had thousands 
of Indian students on the campus, at least since the late- 1960s. 
Some of them must have earned a degree in biology.” 

“No, none of them has,” he said. 

“But Ted Joj ola’s study reported that you have had over 
a dozen Indians who earned MD degrees,” I responded. 

“They were all from out of state,” he answered. “None 
of them was an Apache, a Pueblo, or a Navajo.” 

I learned later that he was right. He had done his 
research. Three or four years later the first Indian earned her 
degree in biology. She was a Navajo, and a friend of one of my 
staff members. The biology department even threw a party for 
her, they were so happy to finally see an Indian grad. 

“Why don’t Indian students do better?” I asked. 

“The professors don’t do anything different for them,” 
he said. “These are mostly traditional students. They don’t believe 
in touching the dead. If they touch a dead person, they have to be 
healed.” 

“What is so bad about the biology classroom?” I asked. 
He said, “The old time professor brings traditional stu- 
dents in the lab for their first day of class,” he answered. “When 
they open the drawers in the lab, what do they find? Human bones. 
They freak out. Then they go to the cloak room and what do they 
find? A human skeleton. They really freak out. Many of them 
don’t come back a second time.” 

I was unable to do anything to help that young profes- 
sor except to give him some worthless tips, such as the need for 
sensitivity training for the old fuddy-duddy professors. 

But later that year I determined was to do something 
about it. So I made an appointment to go see the University of 
New Mexico (UNM) President, Dr. Richard Peck. He agreed to 
see me, James Lujan, who is vice president of Southwest Indian 
Polytechnic Institute, and Gene Leitka, who was head of Indian 


July 11, 1991. 

We told him he had serious problem, that Dr. Ted Jojola 
had found that the dropout rate at UNM was 83 percent. Only four 
out of 1,000 students earned a degree in four years, and only 130 
out of that 1,000 ever earned a degree. 

“I’m glad you brought that up,” Peck said. “I am going 
to have my new Vice President (VP) for Student Affairs get right 
on it when she arrives.” 

The new VP was Dr. Orcilia Zuniga-Forbes, who came 
in from the University of Washington. We heard nothing more 
about the matter for four months. Finally I called her. 

“I’m glad you called,” she said. “We are calling all the 
tribes in the state to come to a meeting on December 6.” 

The meeting happened, and tribes came and complained. 
Some threatened to boycott the university. Then, from my per- 
spective, nothing else happened. 

I learned in 1994 that the university had had another 
seven meetings with tribes since the first meeting. I was not invit- 
ed. In fact, I’m sure I was distinctly uninvited. No one told me 
about the seven meetings; no one likes the boy who says the king 
has no clothes, or that dropout rates are too high. But I found out 
about the ninth one by accident, and invited myself. 

This ninth one was an all-day affair at the Continuing 
Education center. All the big time university administrators were 
there, plus another 250 or more tribal people from around the 
state. We heard presentations all morning, then the university 
served us lunch. I went to sit with some of my friends, but Orcilia 
came and got me. I had to sit with her and Dr. Peck. It was the 
“Mafia Code;” keep your friends close, and your enemies closer. 

The other people at the table were two Navajo state sen- 
ators, Thomas Atcitty and Leonard Tsosie. Tsosie asked if it would 
help to get funding for an American Indian recruitment and reten- 
tion project at UNM, and all the four of us agreed. 

Tsosie, who is a powerhouse in the Senate, got $840,000 
for the project in three weeks. A few weeks later, the staff person 
on the project, Peter Treadway, came to visit me at my office to 
tell me what was going on. He said they had appointed a 15 -per- 
son committee to work with the president on the project. 

“Who are the fifteen,” I asked him. 

He named off a bunch of names, including several UNM 
administrators. When he got done I asked, “How many of those 
people are Indians?” 

“None,” he stated. I was incredulous. “You mean to tell 
me you are going to have an Indian committee with no Indians 
on it? That won’t fly.” 

So they went out and found two apple Indians, a woman 
and a man, and put them on. When the money came, they chopped 
it up among the members of the committee. The money contin- 
ued for three or four years, with them messing it up and doing 
nothing with it, and finally Tsosie got mad and cut the money off. 

Dr. Peck left, his successor Dr. Gordon did nothing about 
it (we went to see him three times), and this year a new president 
came on board. I started asking to see him four months ago, and 
did not get an answer until two weeks ago. The answer was that 
he was too busy to see us. 

That made me mad. He is too busy to see some con- 
cerned Indian citizens, when there are more than 1 ,200 Indian stu- 
dents on the campus. I am calling for every tribe in the state to 
start an active boycott of UNM. There are other campuses that do 
a much better job, and our students can go to them. Eastern, 
Western, New Mexico State University, New Mexico Tech, and 
Highlands are much better options. 

Around the Campfire, Column for March 200.4 © 
Copyright, 2004. 

Dr. Dean Chavers is Director of Catching the Dream, a 
national scholarship and school improvement organization for 
Native Americans. It has offices in Albuquerque, N.M. 


Letters & E-mail 


6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 • tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Editor, 

I’m a person of African and 
Indian (Cherokee and Blackfoot) ancestry. 
My mother taught me the sad history of 
the native people of America, especially 
the terrible things that Andrew Jackson 
did to the Cherokee Nation. She said that 
Cherokees refused to carry a $20 bill 
because it contained the likeness of 
Andrew Jackson. 

When you consider the legacy of 
slavery that was also present in my her- 
itage, you can understand how I felt. That 
is why the story of the Seminole Nation is 
so important to people like me. I first 
heard about the Seminoles from a member 
of the tribe that I met while in college. 
This man, who repaired cars, related the 
history of the Seminoles. He was proud of 
the fact that they never surrendered. 

Those words stand out in my mind. 

I must admit that I questioned 
the historical accounts that he related to 
me because I never read of the “Seminole 
Wars” in my history books and my mother 
never talked about the Seminoles. Being 
from North Carolina, maybe she didn’t 
know about the Seminole Nation. I guess 
the part about escaped slaves fighting side 
by side with Native Americans really 
impressed me. I’ve heard many stories 
about the “Buffalo Soldiers,” who were 
black men used by whites to fight Indians. 
I’ve never celebrated the memory of these 
soldiers. 

Last year I got married to a 
Brazilian. My wife and I discussed the 
status of native people here in the U.S. 
and Brazil. She admitted that native 
Brazilians suffered from the Portuguese 
and Spanish conquest of South America. I 
told about what I’d heard about the histo- 
ry of the Seminole Nation. 

One night we researched my 
computer-based encyclopedia for the his- 
tory of the Seminole Tribe. I was sur- 
prised at how little information was avail- 
able. After looking at various subjects 
under the search word Seminole, I gave 
up. However, I refused to accept the infor- 
mation we read because of what my 
Seminole friend told me years ago. 

I also remember a story I heard 
while I was visiting Florida years ago. It 
goes something like this: A little Native 
American boy was watching television 
and noticed that in the westerns, the 
“Indians” were always losing the battles. 
He asked his father why the Indians 
always lose. His father said, “Until we 
start writing our history books and mak- 
ing movies, we will always lose.” 

In February, I attended a concert 
by the U.S. Air Force Band. One of the 
featured artists was Tihda Vongkoth, from 
Seminole, Fla. I told my wife I believed 
that Tihda is a member of the Seminole 
Tribe. She has the good looks of a Native 
American. By the way, she gave an out- 


standing performance. 

I was so happy to see a Native 
American that was such an accomplished 
percussionist that I decided to go on the 
internet and find out where Seminole, 
Florida was located. That is how I found 
your website. Once I found your site, I 
printed all the articles and was able to 
read the first accurate account of the his- 
tory of the Seminole Nation. 

I want to thank you for making 
this information generally available for 
people like myself. My wife and I would 
like to visit your new hotel and reserva- 
tion sometime this year. If you could send 
us any information, we would be most 
appreciative. Our address is: 12657 
Castile Court, Woodbridge VA, 22192. 

Best regards, 

Stan Orr 

Dear Editor, 

I am coming down to 
Hollywood, Fla. March 6-11. Will the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino be 
open by then? 

Lynni 

No, we will open Hard Rock by 
the end of April. 

— Edward Jenkins, Director of 
Compliance and Regulations 

Dear Editor, 

How old do you have to be to get 
into the casino? 

Anyone between the ages of 12 
and 1 7 may be on the gaming floor dur- 
ing the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. The 
minor must be accompanied by an adult 
at all times. No one younger than 18 is 
allowed on the gaming floor. You must 
be 18-years-old or older to gamble. 

— Edward Jenkins, Director of 
Compliance and Regulations 

Dear Editor, 

The year is coming to an end and 
getting the Tribune keeps me in touch 
with home as I know it. Happy Holidays 
to the staff in Hollywood. I suppose we 
all get tense around the holidays. Just 
remember this is a time for miracles. I 
remember my brother at times like these 
more then ever. 

I’d like to thank everyone that 
helped out during our loss of Jake and Jeff 
Storm. 

I cannot name each and every- 
one, you know who you are. A special 
thank you from my mother Mary is I 
believe in order. 

I would like to add a Happy 
Birthday to my wife Linda Lee (Sept. 5), 
Taryn (Sept. 2), Trystyn (Dec. 4), Chelsea 
(Nov. 4), Trishanna (Dec. 17), and 
Thomas Jr. (Dec. 16). Also, my grandchil- 
dren Tyler (Sept. 16), Trevor (Jan. 10), 


and Jeff Dean (Sept. 2). Whoa, that’s a 
handful. 

I’ve sent some of my thoughts as 
they came to me. Hope you or someone 
identifies with them. 

I shall sign off with a holiday 
greeting to our council and board repre- 
sentatives, and I look forward to coming 
home. This is a gator guy signing off. 
Send correspondences to: 03050300, 
Thomas M. Storm, 3001 N.W. 63 Ave., 
Hollywood, FL. 33024, or 03050300, 
Thomas M. Storm, 520 Falkenburg Rd., 
Tampa, FL. 33619. 

Sho na bish sha, 

Thomas Storm 

To whom this may concern, 

My name is Lauren Sherman and 
I’m doing a journalism paper for school 
about the Coconut Creek Casino. I wasn't 
quite sure who to talk to or even e-mail 
for that matter for an interview required 
for the paper. I’d appreciate a quick 
response telling me who to talk to about 
this as well as a number or e-mail address 
I can reach them at as I do have a due 
date. 

Thanks for your time, 

Lauren Sherman 

Contact Stephen Bonner at 
SBonner@semtribe.com._ He is the 
General Manager of the Coconut Creek 
Casino. 

— Edward Jenkins, Director of 
Compliance and Regulations 

Dear Editor, 

I enjoyed your Brighton Field 
Days Festival very much and I would like 
to thank you all for this wonderful day. 
Attached you will find some of my pic- 
tures from Saturdays Pow Wow. 

With the best regards 

Ingrid Tanz-Sym 

Arcadia, FL 



Ingrid Tanz-Syn 


See page 6 for more Brighton photos. 
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Iretta Tiger 

The entrance gate of Seminole Memorial Garden shows a tranquil sky peeking through shade trees. 


Seminole Memorial Garden 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — Looking through the 
gates you wonder if it really is a cemetery. Tall old 
trees and undisturbed grass; it’s very calming. The 
name of the cemetery at the entrance could easily be 
mistaken for a park. When you first enter, the few 
headstones here are not obvious. 

I remember this place; this is where they 
buried my sister more than 20 years ago. There is 
nothing to mark her grave but I remember the area 
where she rests. Looking at the cemetery it’s easy to 
see that visitors are rare. The stone steps that used to 
be at the entrance are so overgrown with grass it is 
now a slope. 

Located in a gated community, it’s easy to 
forget the cemetery exists. Referred to as the old 
cemetery, Seminole Memorial Garden was built 
shortly after the tribe was formed in 1936. At first, no 
one wanted to use the cemetery, most preferred a tra- 
ditional funeral. With the introduction of Christianity, 
burials at the cemetery increased. 

Temporary markers were the only indicators 
of where the older gravesites were located but they 
were removed by a lawn service and never replaced. 
Also gone are any tokens of affection; there used to 
be a Navajo vase at my sisters’ grave. 

Trying to locate a specific gravesite is nearly 


impossible. There is some information, but it is out- 
dated, and sadly, inaccurate. Information about the 
cemetery ends in the 1950s, but the last burial was in 
the late- 1970s. 

Tribal Secretary Priscilla Sayen has been try- 
ing to organize and update information on this ceme- 
tery for years. Her office placed a notice in The 
Seminole Tribune a few years ago asking for any 
information, but she did not receive any responses. 

“We are trying to get names of the people 
who are buried there so that we can commemorate 
them with a plaque that will be placed in the ceme- 
tery or just outside the cemetery gates,” said Sayen. 

Sayen is optimistic about completing the list. 
She believes tribal citizens will come forward and 
share their knowledge of the cemetery. 

Because the reservation is sovereign land, 
local offices, like city hall, are not obligated to keep 
records of the cemetery or who is buried there. 
Research is limited to the knowledge of the tribal citi- 
zens. 

Documenting this knowledge can help the 
future generations to preserve this cemetery. A ceme- 
tery is not a subject most tribal citizens like to talk 
about, but it is something we need to address. Proof 
of where ancestors and immediate family are buried 
is a powerful weapon to have. 



* Expo 

Continued from page 1 

an ATM card. Cashless gaming has been used in the 
Oneida Bingo & Casino for the past five years. 

At a separate booth, but from the same tribe 
was Indian Country Today , the renowned newspaper 
that reports Native news from around North America. 
Though not Native owned, Perini Building 


has been a lot of interest,” said Yolanda Ponce De 
Leon, Operations Manager. “We are one of two 
Indian owned gaming supply companies.” 

Seminole 4-H had a booth run by Polly 
Hayes and Lawanna Niles, both were ready to edu- 
cate everyone about the tribe. 

“It started when the officials asked us to cre- 
ate an exhibit about the whole tribe,” explained 
Hayes. 

The exhibit travels to different conferences 
and there is always a lot of 
interest in the tribe. At the 
USET Gaming Conference, the 
Seminole 4H booth was the 
only one that provided informa- 
tion only about a tribe. 

“Visitors ask a lot of 
questions about the tribe,” said 
Niles. “Most people think the 
tribe is just about the casino.” 

The booth, sponsored 
by the Board and Council, 
received a lot of compliments 
and recently most of the ques- 
tions have been about both 
soon-to-be-completed Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casinos. 

Rick Hill, former 
Chairman of the National 
Indian Gaming Association, 
was excited by the amount of 
Native businesses. 

“It is great to see such 
a turn out,” he said. “I hope we 
[Great Plains Gaming 
Association] have just as good 
a showing at our conference.” 

The conference Hill is 
referring to is the Great 
Plains/Midwest Gaming 
Conference and Trade Show 
held in Minneapolis, MN, May 
17-19. 


Iretta Tiger 

Seth Billie and Yolanda Ponce De Leon at the gamingtables4u.com booth. 


Company and Elness Swenson Graham Architects, 
Inc. were also present. The Perini Building Company 
has built several tribal resorts, most notably the 
Mohegan Sun. They are presently working on the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casinos in both 
Tampa and Hollywood. Elness Swenson Graham 
Architects Inc. is the builder of the Miccosukee 
Resort and Conference Center. 

GamingTables4U.com is a Native owned 
company that supplies custom made poker, blackjack 
and other gaming tables. They also supply chip trays 
and other various table accessories. Created and 
owned by The Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., 
GamingTables4U.com made its debut at the Rez 
2004 show in Las Vegas, NV in January. 

“Though we’re still a new company there 


Spring Revival 

Featuring Evangelist Richard Pickup 
ofSalina, Okla. 

When: April 4-8 

Where: First Seminole Indian Baptist 
Church 

4701 Stirling Road, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

Time: Supper Nightly at 5:30 p.m.; 
sermon, testimonies, and singing spectral 
music begins at 6:45 p.m. 

For more information please call First 
Seminole Indian Baptist Church’s Reverend 
Paul Buster at (954) 585-0311. 


With more Natives creating businesses in so 
many markets, he shouldn’t have much to worry 
about. 



Iretta Tiger 

A vendor at the USET Gaming Conference & Expo 
selling Native American goods. 


Let It Flow: Restoring the Everglades 



By Rhonda Roff 

SOUTH BAY, FL — A coalition 
of local, states, and federal agencies, as 
well as private organizations and the 
Seminole and Miccosukee Tribes, are 
making great strides to restore the 
Everglades. Two of the main objectives of 
South Florida’s ecosystem restoration are 
cleaning up the water and recreating more 
natural flow patterns. 

Turning on the new G-370 pump 
last week contributes enormously to both, 
and the switch was thrown with appropri- 
ate ceremony. South Florida Water 
Management District “SFWMD” 

Governing Board Chairman Nicolas 
Gutierrez, with the world’s largest con- 
structed treatment wetland behind, 
opened the program by introducing 
Senator Jeff Atwater R-FL. 

“[This ecosystem is a] wonder- 
ful national treasure,” Atwater said. “We will be rec- 
ognized in our time not only as custodians, but also 
as champions of the Everglades.” 

The pump directs nutrient rich agricultural 
runoff to the 26 square mile treatment 
marsh, Stormwater Treatment Area 
(STA), where plants will do the cleanup 
work on the water. Within the next two 
to three months, all three treatment cells 
that comprise the STA will be fully 
operational. After its five mile south- 
ward flow, the cleaner water will con- 
tribute to a more historically natural 
condition in Water Conservation Areas 
2A and 3A and lower phosphorus levels 
in the Holey Land Wildlife Management 
Area. Pumps will also carry the water 
westward, ultimately improving water 
quality on the Big Cypress Seminole 
Indian Reservation which enters through 
the G-409 pump station. 

Along with filtering up to 
350,000 acre feet of agricultural runoff, 
the STA will be able to accommodate 250,000 acre 
feet per year of water from Lake Okeechobee, thus 
reducing the impact of freshwater releases into the 
coastal estuaries. The health of estuarine ecosystems 
depends on the delicate salinity balance controlled by 
the natural river flows and the tide. 


Plans for another major project to elevate a 
3,000-foot stretch of Tamiami Trail, just west of the 
Miccosukee Resort and Casino, was submitted for 
public comment by the Army Corps of Engineers that 
same week. Part of the older Modified 
Waters Delivery project, the bridge will 
effectively eliminate the damming effect 
of the Trail in that segment and allow 
sheet flow once again into Everglades 
National Park. Anyone interested may 
view the plans at 

www. saj .usace . army.mil/ dp/ tamiami.htm, 
and make comments by March 22. 

Groundbreaking on routing 
water through the controversial eight- 
and-a-half square mile area, an embat- 
tled residential neighborhood fighting 
claims of eminent domain, began last 
week, as the first homes were demol- 
ished. Upstream flow improvement proj- 
ects had been held up until a decision 
regarding this downstream outlet was 
made. Links to complete descriptions of 
all three of these projects may be found at www.ever- 
gladesplan.org/pm/proj ects / other_sf_proj ects . cfm. 

Earlier in February, the Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians offered 8,000-acres of land to the South 
Florida Water Management District, provided the 
District agrees to backfill portions of the L-28 and L- 
28 Interceptor canals. The Governing Board is in 

favor of the project, which will serve 
to re-hydrate the area Miccosukee 
Reservation just south of Alligator 
Alley. 

More than merely refuge for 
wildlife, though, the Everglades is 
bountiful. Restoration will require the 
historical overland, excruciatingly 
slow flow of almost impossibly clean 
water all the way from the Kissimmee 
drainage to Florida Bay. The 
Seminoles carved out an entire 
lifestyle here after having successful- 
ly evaded and battled the U.S. Army 
several times. It is this part of natural 
history-severe, extreme, forbidding, 
and glorious-that hopefully, all the 
young Seminoles will have the 
chance to see reborn. 



Rhonda Roff 


Attendees watch as the G-370 Pump Station is officialy turned on. 
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Iretta Tiger 


Job hunters wait in line at the Job Fair. 


Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Job Fair 


By Tabitha Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — - The 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Job Fair can be described in one word 
- successful. 

The Job Fair started on 
Thursday, Feb. 26. People began lining 
up in the early morning, anxiously 
waiting for the doors to open in hopes 
of getting a position at the new Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. Hopeful appli- 
cants were taken through a series of 
screenings and interviews before being 
offered any type of position. The wait 
was long for some, however, job-seek- 
ers were entertained by a DJ and also 
given refreshments in a fully decorated 
area. 



Iretta Tiger 



More than 6,000 people 
attended the Job Fair. Most people 
were from South Florida, but there 
were people from New York, South Carolina and 


Job Fair attendee makes note of jobs still available. 


Tabitha Osceola 

(From top, L-R) Surveillance Manager Daryl Wiltshire, Wendy 
Williams, John Jumper, Phillis Hawkins, Tabitha Osceola, Yamila 
Izquierdo, Jack Keenan Surveillance Director, Cori Lupo, Elizabeth 
Trover, Sandra Johnson. 


Nevada who made the trip to attend. With such a 
high turnout, the Hollywood 
Casino Human Resources staff, 
Casino Department Managers, 
Compliance & Regulations staff 
and many others, worked long 
hours, some after midnight, but 
did a spectacular job at handling 
the big turnout. 

“The job fair was a suc- 
cessful event,” said Misty 
Moskowitz, Recruitment 
Manager. “We had great team 
work.” 

As an employee of the 
Compliance & Regulations 
Department, and having worked 
the Job Fair, I would like to thank 
Ken Thibeault, Director of Human 
Resources and his staff for all 
they did to make things run 
smoothly. Thanks to Doug 
Pattison, President of the 
Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino, for the compli- 
mentary massages that were so 
desperately needed after a long, 
long day. 


Tribune Article to Appear in Indian Life 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — Congratulations to 
Shelley Marmor, Assistant Editor of The Seminole 
Tribune. Her article “Snake Warrior Honored With 
Park” [Seminole Tribune Feb. 6, 2004] will be 
reprinted in Indian Life newspaper for their 
March/ April 2004 edition. 

The article told of the Jan. 21 dedication of 
the Miramar park to Chitto Tustenuggee, Snake 
Warrior. 

Viola Fehr, Editor of Indian Life , explains 


what drew them to the article. 

“It’s a positive story about Native people 
getting the recognition they deserve for their accom- 
plishments in the past and the contributions they’re 
making today,” she said. 

Indian Life is a bi-monthly newspaper con- 
cerning Native Americans and faith. The article will 
also be available on the Indian Life website at 
www. indianlife . org . 

Kudos to Shelley for her excellent work, and 
thank you to Indian Life for the recognition. 


Small Business Administration 


Workshop Being Held 


Submitted by the Water Resources Department 

On Wednesday March 25 at 10 a.m., there 
will be a Small Business Administration (SB A) 
workshop at the Hollywood Tribal Offices. 
Attendees will receive updated information on 
opportunities available for small firms to partici- 
pate in the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Critical 


Project on the Big Cypress reservation. 

A presentation will be given by the area 
SBA office on how to become certified. The event 
is free of charge. Register at the door. For further 
information, please contact Cherise Maples in 
Water Resources Management at (954) 966-6300, 
Ext. 1121. 
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Seminole Police Honor Fellow Officer 



Submitted by Sgt. Gerald 
Meisenheimer, Brighton Seminole 
Police Department 

BRIGHTON — Veteran 
Seminole Police Officer, Angela 
Comito, was recently named Brighton 
Officer-of-the-Year. Comito recieved an 
engraved plaque by Chief of Police 
Mike Floyd at a ceremony in her honor 
held at the Brighton Seminole Casino. 

Brighton Seminole Police 
Department (SPD) staff and representa- 
tives from Hollywood SPD attended the 
dinner along with family and friends. 

Chief Floyd read the Letter of 
Commendation which told about how 
Officer Comito went far beyond the call 
of duty. 

She is credited with finding an 
elderly female tribal citizen at home 
alone. The lady, who is disabled, was 
unable to get her food out of the refrig- 
erator, and had not eaten. Suffering 
from diabetes, she appeared very weak 
and lacked color. Officer Comito imme- 
diately prepared a meal for her and con- 
tinued to check on her until family members returned 
home the next day. 


Sgt. Gerald Meisenheimer 

Chief of Police Mike Floyd and Officer Angela Comito. 


In addition to this and many other acts of 
kindness, Officer Comito has been an excellent 
police officer and is an asset to the Seminole Tribe. 



Representatives, Liasons, Deputies, Captains and Officials gathered for lunch at the Senior Center where 
Deputy Secretary Cluade Allen addressed the seniors and spoke of possible future plans. 


* Allen 

Continued from page 1 

made, including a card that read “Welcome to our 
world” on the cover and the children’s handprints on 
the inside. Allen talked with the children to let them 
know why he was visiting. 

“I come from a long way,” he said. “I’ve 
come to see how your school is. You get to eat very 
well, you’re learning a lot and you get to do arts and 
crafts. These [the gifts] are beautiful, thank you very 
much.” 

After Preschool, the group next toured the 
Dorothy Scott Osceola (DSO) building. Mike Tiger, 
Treasurer of the Seminole Tribe, lead the tour. As 
with the Health Complex, the delegation visited 
every department at the DSO. 

Jo North, the Language Coordinator, gave 
Allen a Miccosukee counting book. Herbert Jim, a 
language teacher, gave Allen an impromptu 


Miccosukee language lesson. 

Following the tour of the DSO, the delega- 
tion had lunch with the seniors at the Senior Center. 
Chairman Cypress rejoined the group for lunch. 

Allen addressed the seniors and spoke of possible 
plans. 

“I’m here to honor to you, the elders, he 
said. “We hope to find ways that we can partner 
together with the Seminole Tribe. In terms of part- 
nership with the tribe, we can improve health care to 
improve the lives of the Seminole people.” 

The visit concluded with a tour of the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. The delegation 
explored one the completed hotel rooms and walked 
through the nearly-complete casino. 

Overall, Allen and his colleagues seemed to 
enjoy their time with the tribe. Their questions con- 
veyed a genuine interest in the services the tribal citi- 
zens are receiving. We hope Allen and his associates 
will visit again soon. 
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4-H Livestock Show & Sale 
Coming to Big Cypress in March 


By Polly Hayes, 4-H Coordinator 

BIG CYPRESS — Youth members from the 
4-H Club in Brighton, Immokalee, Hollywood and 
Big Cypress are preparing to exhibit their steers and 
hogs at the 2004 Seminole Tribe 4-H Livestock Show 
& Sale. 

The event takes place March 25-26 at the 
Big Cypress 4-H Pavilion. Approximately 64 hogs 
and 30 steers will be 
shown on Thursday, March 
25 at 6 p.m. A Buyers 
Dinner will follow on 
Friday, March 26 at 5 p.m., 
with the sale starting at 7 
p.m. 

The 2004 

Livestock Show & Sale 
will be the first one held in 
Big Cypress. In the past, 
all shows have been held at 
the Brighton Reservation in 
conjunction with their 
Field Day activities. The 
Big Cypress 

Representatives made a bid 
last April to the 4-H 
Advisory Committee to 
have the event held on 
their reservation, noting 
that the largest majority of 
the youth were coming 
from Big Cypress, 

Immokalee and Hollywood 
Reservations. 

This year’s show 
will be held in conjunction 
with the Junior Cypress 
Cattle Drive, which will be 
held on March 27. The animals will be housed at the 
4-H Pavilion through Saturday, and the public may 
come by to see the exhibits. 

The young people put a tremendous invest- 
ment in time, effort and money in their project ani- 
mals and will be selling them in the Livestock 
Auction on Friday March 26. The youth pick out 


their steers and calves usually in August, and must 
come from tribal-owned herds. 

Please keep in mind that there are many 
options as to how to deal with the animals after pur- 
chase. With all animals, regardless of species, buyers 
have the options of reselling them at a predetermined 
resale price. All animals are typically sold on a live 
weight basis. Resale prices will be listed on the bill 
of sale the night of the auc- 
tion. 

Buyers may also 
keep the animal. All market 
steers and market hogs 
must go to slaughter, so if a 
buyer chooses to keep one, 
they will be getting meat 
back. All hogs and steers 
will be taken to the Big 
Cypress Processing Plant 
for cut and wrap. 

Carrying the ani- 
mal elsewhere will be up to 
the buyer. There will be cut 
and wrap sheets available at 
the auction on sale night for 
the buyer to complete. If 
the buyer intends to send 
the animal to some other 
slaughter facility, please 
notify a person handling the 
forms on or before sale. It 
is necessary that each 
buyer, or representative, 
pick up their meat at the 
specified time and date 
when notified. 

This year, 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Cattlemen will be hosting a buyer’s steak dinner for 
each buyer and one guest, beginning at 5 p.m. on sale 
night. Dinner will be held under the big chickee next 
to the Big Cypress 4-H Pavilion. 

Everyone is invited to come out and see 
some of the finest well-cared steers and hogs that can 
be purchased anywhere for sale. These young people 
have far more than market 
prices invested in their ani- 
mals; they need and deserve 
all the support that each 
buyer can give them. 

For further informa- 
tion on the upcoming 4-H 
Livestock Show & Sale, 
please call Polly Hayes at 
(863) 763-5020, Ext. Ill, or 
Candi at (863) 983-3436. 

Schedule - Show: 6 
p.m. on March 25; Buyer’s 
Dinner: 5 p.m. on March 26; 
Sale at: 7 p.m. 

Directions - From 
Route 80: Take Route 833 
and follow signs to Big 
Cypress Indian Reservation, 
then to the Rodeo Arena. 
From Alligator Alley: Exit at 
Route 833 to the Big Cypress 
Reservation. 4-H Pavilion is 
on the left, next to the Rodeo 
Arena. 



Polly Hayes 


4-H kids get steers groomed up for show. 



Polly Hayes 

Nathan Billie working his steer. 



SHOW & SALE 

MARCH 24, 25 & 26 

Big Cypress Reservation @ Big Cypress 4-H Pavilion next to rodeo arena 

SCHEDULE: 

SWINE WEIGH-IN: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. Wednesday, March 24, 2004 
STEER WEIGH-IN: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 24, 2004 
SHOW: 6 p.m. Thursday, March 25, 2004 

BUYER’S DINNER: 

5 p.m. Friday, March 26, 2004 
Under big chickee 

SALE: 

7 p.m. Friday, March 26, 2004 


INFORMATION: 

Polly Hayes (863) 763-5020, Ext. Ill 
or (863) 634-8899 
Candi Mancil (863) 983-3436 
or (863) 447-0303 

DIRECTIONS: 

From Rt. 80 take Rt. 833 
follow signs to the Big 
Cypress Indian Reservation to the rodeo 
arena. From Alligator Alley - exit to 833 
to the Big Cypress Reservation. 
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Mika Lopez cleans her pig Dora’s pen. 


Judy Weeks 


Immokalee 4-H News 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — All of the chapters of 
the Seminole 4-H program have been very busy for 
several months and Immokalee is no exception. 
Concerned parents handle the 4-H proj- 
ects in Immokalee as a cooperative with 
Chris Marrero, their unofficial coordina- 
tor of “Large Animals”. After many 
months of feeding, handling, grooming 
and training, all the hard work of the par- 
ticipants is paying off. There will be 
eight steers and 33 pigs ready to show! 

Some of the exhibitors have 
participated in the program before and 
were aware of the responsibilities 
involved. Most of the beginners were 
surprised by the amount of effort that 
goes into raising livestock to say nothing 
of the daily feeding and cleaning routine. 

The handling and taming of the 
rough stock in the beginning was the 
hardest part. For some, it was terrifying 
to say the least. Haltering and leading of 
the steers for the first time required the 
help of the whole family, which is one of 
the 4-H goals. The initial bathing and 
grooming were not only difficult, but on 
occasion, it was hilarious. 

Working with the pigs was the 
same story as very few of them were 
willing to cooperate without a lot of encouragement. 
Since each participant is responsible for the cleaning 
and feeding of their livestock, it is impressive to walk 
through the barns and notice how clean and healthy 
the animals appear. This is proof that the youngsters 
have put in a lot of hard work. 

On Saturday, Feb. 28, Mr. Marvin Hines of 


Brighton came to Immokalee with his steer table for 
the hoof trimming procedure in preparation for the 
upcoming sale. Following this difficult job, he 
instructed the participants in proper shaving tech- 


niques. He then supervised their individual efforts. 
The contribution of his valuable time was very much 
appreciated. 

Immokalee has reintroduced “Small Animal 
Exhibitors” for the first time in several years. Lois 
Alvarez is heading up this portion of the 4-H pro- 
gram. Currently, the list of projects includes: rabbits, 
chickens, fish, grasshoppers, 
caterpillars, dogs, cats and 
hamsters. This enables every- 
one from all age groups to par- 
ticipate. 

This year, the Immokalee 
4-H has been bigger and better 
than ever before. Some of the 
participants have worked hard 
and enjoyed their project, but 
admit that it was much more 
than they had anticipated. 
Others are already talking 
about how to improve the pro- 
gram by putting the experience 
they had this year to work for 
them next year. The new pig 
barn made a big difference and 
work has already begun on a 
new steer facility, which should 
be completed this summer. 

Immokalee ’s 4-H youth 
would like to take this opportu- 
nity to thank their parents, 
sponsors and all the people that 
have helped to make this year a 
success. 



Judy Weeks 

KEEP ’EM CLEAN: Marvin Hines instructing hoof trimming. 



Judy Weeks 

YUCK: Jessica Lopez receives a kiss from her cow. 


Collier County 4-H Thanks Rep. Aguilar 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — In keeping with the 
Seminole Tribe’s policy of community awareness and 
involvement with youth activities, Elaine Aguilar, 
Immokalee Council Representative, helped sponsor 
one of Collier County’s 4-H projects. 

On Feb. 21, the John Jimmie Memorial 
Arena was host to the 2004 Collier County 
University of Florida Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences Extension 4-H Qualifying 


Horse Show. Entrants signed up to compete in cate- 
gories ranging from Halter, English, Western and 
Speed divisions. The all-day event turned into a fun- 
filled play day. 

The 4-H riders were accumulating points to 
qualify to complete on a state level later in the year. 
The youth and their leadership would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Seminole Tribe for their 
assistance. 
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Brighton Field Days 2004 


Brighton Princess Contest 2004 



Emma Brown 


Brittany Smith, Jr. Miss Seminole, Brianna Nunez, Brighton Jr. Miss, Jennifer 
Chalfant, Brighton Princess, Cherelee Hall, Miss Seminole. 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On Thursday 
Feb. 19, the Brighton Princess Committee 
hosted the annual Brighton Miss and Jr. 

Miss contest, held in conjunction with the 
annual Brighton Field Day activities. The 
evening began with a Community Dinner 
at 6 p.m., followed by the contest at 7 
p.m. 

There were six contestants in the 
Brighton Jr. Miss contest and one in the 
Brighton Sr. Miss contest. The contestants 
were as follows: Brighton Jr. Miss: Erena 
Billie, Janet Smith, Breanna Nunez, 

Sheila Jones, Lois Billie, Destiny Nunez; 

Brighton Miss: Jennifer Chalfant. 

This year’s master of ceremonies 
was the reigning Miss Seminole, Cherelee 
Hall. The contest began with the invoca- 
tion that the contestants recited. They all 
gathered on stage in a circle and cited the 
Lords Prayer, which offered a very inspi- 
rational and personal beginning to the 
evening. 

Following this was the introduc- 
tion of the Brighton Princess Committee: 

Salina Dorgan, Charlotte Burgess, Joyce 
Jumper, and Wendi Juarez. Brighton 
Board and Council Representatives, 

Johnnie Jones and Roger Smith received a 
warm welcome. 

Special guests and judges includ- 
ed: Jr. Miss Seminole Brittney Smith, 

Eastern Indian Rodeo Association Rodeo 
Queen Trina Bowers, Little Miss Seminole Rumor Juarez, and 
Little Mr. Seminole Rudy Juarez. 

After the introductions, each contestant came on stage 
to deliver their presentation speech to the audience. They dressed 
in unique and beautiful traditional dress. Once presentation 
speeches were completed, Roger 
Smith and Johnnie Jones welcomed 
the crowd and wished all contest- 
ants good luck. 

Next was the appearance 
portion of the contest. Each con- 
testant took their formal walk on 
stage modeling their beauty, poise, 
and traditional outfit. After the 
modeling was completed, it was 
time for the talent portion to begin. 

Each contestant was given 
a chance to display their knowl- 
edge of their culture by exhibiting 
a traditional talent of their choice. 

There were many different cultural 
exhibitions, including how to make 
a traditional baby swing, interpreta- 
tions of the Creek language using 
colors, numbers and animals, 
instructions on how to make a 
sweet grass basket, explanations 
and meanings of Native American 
designs. 

Next was the impromptu question, which always seems 
to be the most difficult with any contest. Erena Billie was asked 
to describe what kind of dress she was wearing and who it was 
made by. 

“I am wearing an old fashioned traditional dress that 


was made by my Aunt Dionne,” she said. 

Judges asked contestant Breanna Nunez what her 
favorite subject is, and she gave them an honest answer. 

“My favorite subject is recess because I like hanging 
out with my friends,” Nunez said. 

This answer put a smile on the 
face of the judges because they knew that 
there was absolutely no fabrication to that 
answer. Once each contestant had 
answered their question, the judges then 
had to tally up the scores and chose win- 
ners. 

While the judges were busy 
adding up numbers, the reigning Mrs. 
Brighton, Ericka Osceola, and Brighton 
Jr. Miss, Jaryaca Baker came on stage to 
give their farewell speeches. Each 
princess wished the contestants good luck 
and talked about their wonderful experi- 
ence as Brighton princess. 

The judges had their work cut 
out for them. Every contestant was a win- 
ner and deserved to be commended for 
their courage and effort that was put forth. 
Congratulations to all of the chosen win- 
ners and good luck as you carry out your 
title as Brighton Jr. Miss and Brighton 
Miss. 

This year’s recipients were: Talent winner: Sheila Jones; 
Participation awards: Erena Billie and Janet Smith; Brighton Jr. 
Miss: third runner-up: Lois Billie, second runner-up: Sheila 
Jones, first runner-up: Destiny Nunez; 2004 Brighton Jr. Miss: 
Breanna Nunez; 2004 Brighton Miss Seminole: Jennifer 
Chalfant. 



Emma Brown 

Sheila Jones was winner of the Talent Contest. 


* Field Day 

Continued from page 1 

ended on Sunday with the final performance of the (PRC A) 
Rodeo, which had standing room only for both performances. 

During the festival week, the community held their 
annual Princess contest, golf tournament, pool tournament, 
walk/run, and cultural day for school children held on Friday 
each year. This is the day that the community invites surround- 
ing school districts to bring their students out to the reservation 
on a cultural field trip and enjoy what the festival has to offer. 

On Friday night, the Eastern Indian Rodeo Association 
(EIRA) held their annual Brighton Field Day Rodeo, which has 
all Native American cowboys and cowgirls competing in it. Each 
year on Saturday morning at 10 a.m., the parade kicks off the 
weekend as it travels through the festival grounds with its color- 
ful and traditional display of department floats, four-wheelers, 
swamp buggies, local county and tribal politicians, and Native 
American cowboys and cowgirls dressed in traditional clothing. 

Throughout the weekend, spectators could visit the 
Authentic Seminole Living Village, located on the festival 



Emma Brown 


The Johns family gathers for a group photo. 



Emma Brown 

Seminole ladies line up for the traditonal clothing contest. 


grounds at the culture camp. They could also 
visit the arena stage to see Aztec fire dancers, 
doggers, Seminole clothing contests, alligator 
wrestling and much more. Visitors could also 
browse the many arts and crafts booths, or 
sample traditional foods such as the famous 
Seminole pumpkin bread and Indian burgers. 

To top off each day, the PRCA rodeo 
was held Saturday evening and Sunday after- 
noon, bringing in such a large crowd that 
there was only elbow room between specta- 
tors. Some reports suggested that this year’s 
crowd was the biggest ever. 

The Brighton Field Day and Rodeo 
event has definitely come a long was since the 
1930s. The tremendous growth of this festival 
says a great deal about the collaboration and 
efforts of the Seminole Tribe and those who 
have helped produce such a tremendous day 
of fun. There is a genuine interest in learning 
and appreciating the Seminole Indians. 


Tourists Admire Cultural 
Exhibits at Brighton Field Day 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Sampling sof- 
kee was a strange new experience for 
some tourists who stopped at the cultural 
exhibit under the chickee at Brighton 
Field Days and Rodeo on Saturday Feb. 
27. 

“This is interesting,” said 
Harvey Mitchell of Michigan “This is 
really different; is it an energy drink?” 

Being a regular attendee at Field 
Day for the past nine years, as long as he 
has been a winter-only Florida resident, 
Mitchell said this was his first time 
checking out the modest cultural 
exhibits. Although the cultural exhibits 
are not as noticeable as the live action 
going on at the stage, or the food booths, 
many people still 
made their way to the 
exhibits. 

Tribal citizen 
Willie Johns, a 
teacher with the Pull- 
Out Program, was dis- 
pensing more than 
samples of fried 
pumpkin bread and 
sofkee as he answered 
many questions about 
Seminole traditions. 

During the 
day, the smoke 
swirled through the 
chickee as the cook- 
ing fires were being 
tended by volunteers, 
including the cook, 

Mary Jene Coppedge, 
and her assistant, 

Loretta Huff. The two 
started the prepara- 
tions at sunrise and worked all day. 

It seems the Seminole world 
leaves an extremely positive impression, 
judged by what the festival-goers had to 
say. 

“This is our second year here, 
but last year we missed all the cultural 
exhibits,” said Lois Roberts of Athens, 
Ohio “It is most enlightening.” 

Claude and Helen Dagget of 
New Brunswick, Canada, were amazed 


by the construction of the chickee. 

“It looks like it was constructed 
by an architect,” Helen Dagget said. 

Sara Acree, and her companion, 
Lee Habryle, both from Washington 
State, commented how different 
Seminole traditions are from those of the 
tribes in the Pacific Northwest. Both 
Acree and Habryle praised the Seminoles 
for being one of the cleanest, prettiest, 
most modern and progressive reserva- 
tions they have ever visited. 

“It is very evident the 
Seminoles take pride in their reserva- 
tion,” said Acree. “I am very impressed 
with the people. Everyone was very 
friendly and accommodating.” 

Habryle also said he found the 


patchwork clothing very interesting. 

“There was a lot of craftsman- 
ship in the clothes, a lot of work in 
them,” she said. 

Seeing Seminole traditions 
brings new understandings. As Mitchell 
said after he drank the sofkee, “This is 
pretty educational if you take time to 
look, especially if you see the stuff the 
Seminoles actually make for these 
exhibits.” 




Barbara Boling 

CROWD FAVORITE: The Brighton Clininc staff contructed the M*A*S*H float. 


Brighton Clinic’s M*A*S*H 
Unit Wins Second Place 



By Barbara Boling, Health Educator 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton 
Clinic staff would like to say a big thank 
you to Health Director Connie Whidden 
and Brighton Clinic 
Manager Patty Waldron for 
making it possible for 
employees to participate in 
the Brighton Field Day 
Parade. 

The staff construct- 
ed a float using the theme 
from the 1970s television 
show M*A*S*H. The clinic 
reinvented characters from 
the popular show; Candice 
Hightower dressed as Hot 
Lips, Dr. Vincent McClane 
was Radar, and Billy Micco 
dressed as the lovable 
Klinger. 

The nursing staff 
provided a realistic wounded 
patient and medical care 
team administered first aid. 


Additional clinic staff and Jack Micco 
were riding three wheel bicycles to 
accompany the float. The staff and 
crowd enjoyed the float very much. 


Barbara Boling 

Billie Micco dressed as the character "Klinger" 
and Clinic Manager Patty Waldron in army gear. 
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Recreation Department Staff 

Hollywood kids and Recreation staff look cool in the cold. 


* Vermont 

Continued from page 1 

That afternoon, everyone loaded up and 
headed to a small town just down the road from 
Stowe. That town was Waterbury, and it is the 
home to one of America’s greatest landmarks, the 
Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream Factory. The tour allowed 
the children to view the factory as well as a brief 
history of company, and best of all, free ice cream. 
After indulging themselves on ice cream, the crew 
stopped at one the many local shops to rent their 
snowboarding equipment for Saturday’s trip to the 
mountain. 

Saturday morning began early, as most of 
the kids were out trying their snowboards and 
building a snowman, which turned out to be a 
snow-woman. As lunch time approached, the snow 
boarders; Garrett Anderson, Joseph Osceola, 
Courtney Osceola, Huston Osceola, Nicole 
Osceola, and Krystle Young gathered up their 
boards and headed to the mountain for some seri- 
ous snowboarding action. 

The group learned the different aspects of 
handling a board, most of which was learning how to 



Recreation Department Staff 


Nicole Osceola (back) and Patrice McCrea make a 
snowman. 


get back up after falling. After lunch a couple brave 
survivors, Garrett Anderson and Krystle Young took 
the long ride up to the top to try to tame the moun- 
tain. All of the snow boarders sur- 
vived their trip to the mountain and 
headed back to receive their well 
earned dinner and swimming. 

But for Mike Doctor, his 
adventure was about to begin. Doctor, 
being a veteran of countless all-terrain 
vehicle (ATV) trail rides with the 
Hollywood Recreation Department, is 
very familiar with 4 wheelers. 
However, this time Doctor was on an 
ATV that didn’t have wheels, a 2004 
Polaris snowmobile. 

The next day was Sunday, 
and even the waitress at the small 
diner noticed the long faces on all of 
the kids. They knew their trip was 
over. They knew they were going 
home and would have to go to school 
the next day. But they used their time 
wisely, making sure they used up 
every second to play in the snow, and 
making sure to hit the adults with one 
last snowball before they left. 



Recreation Department Staff 


(L-R) Huston Osceola and Krystle Young as the next Ben & 
Jerry,. 



Recreation Dept. Staff 


Recreation kids get ready to try snowboarding. 
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New Health Promotion Programs 
at the University of Oklahoma 


NORMAN, OK — Health Promotion 
Programs in the College of Continuing Education at 
the University of Oklahoma proudly presents Native 
Women & Men’s Wellness IV Conference to be held 
April 4-8, at the Town & Country Resort Hotel in 
San Diego, Calif. 

The conference’s theme is “Connecting the 
Circles Creating Our Paths to Fulfillment.” Native 
women, men and youth will be coming together in 
San Diego from the four directions to again celebrate 
healthy living and wellness in their personal lives as 
well as in their families, work places and communi- 
ties. General sessions, workshops, wellness classes 
and other conference activities are designed to rein- 
force this theme. All conference activities will be 
based upon a solid foundation of native holistic well- 
ness and conducted in a safe and healthy manner. 

This conference gathering will be a skills- 
based training for individuals working in helping 
roles, including: educators, counselors, social work- 
ers, medical clinicians, spiritual leaders and healers, 
and community health representatives. In addition, 
the conference activities will provide valuable infor- 
mation and training for others who play critical roles 
in the health and wellness of their families and com- 
munities: elders, tribal and community leaders, 
youths, parents and grandparents of all ages. One 
may choose to participate in this gathering to help 
maintain and promote personal and/or professional 
growth. 

Highlights for this year’s conference include 
a comprehensive health fair, intensive training semi- 


nars (grant writing, diabetes prevention, Native fit- 
ness for special populations), couples panel, youth 
camp, model program presentation, dinner dance, and 
closing brunch featuring a special guest send off mes- 
sage and performance by actor, musician, author and 
advocate, Floyd “Red Crow’ Westerman. All are 
invited to join this gathering in beautiful Southern 
California. 

Conference keynote speakers include Kevin 
Focke (Fakota/Anishinabe) and Ft. Governor Mary 
Thomas (Pima/Hopi). They have both established 
themselves as powerful spokespersons for wellness in 
Indian Country. Focke, an indigenous flute player, 
traditional hoop dancer and storyteller, cultural 
ambassador and educator, is known internationally 
for his understanding of the commonality and vision 
of people around the world, with special focus on 
Native peoples and their traditions. Thomas, elected 
as the first Ft. Governor and later Governor of the 
Gila River (AZ) Indian Community, is a strong leader 
in the wellness movement in that community and 
advocate for Native wellness throughout Indian 
Country. After 42 years of living well with diabetes, 
she brings both a personal and professional message 
to the gathering. Workshop topics have been chosen 
to complement these speakers and focus on wellness 
in the many circles of our lives: self, family, work, 
and community. 

For more information about this conference 
or other conferences and trainings coordinated by 
Health Promotion Programs, please call (405) 325- 
1790 or visit the website at http://hpp.ou.edu. 


Your Right to Vote-Use It! 


By Nery Mejicano 

In 1774, at the Continental Congress meet- 
ing in Philadelphia, Penn., the Framers of the 
Constitution could not come to agreement as to who 
should be given the right to vote. The Constitution, 
therefore, left to each state government the power to 
decide who could vote. 

From 1776-1779 white men were 
given the right to vote and take active part in 
government if they met certain prerequisites, 
such as owning property and being more than 
21 years of age. It was not until 
June 2, 1924, 148 years later that 
congress granted citizenship to all 
Native Americans, and with it, the 
right to vote. 

But because the right to 
vote was governed by state law, up 
until 1948, some states barred 
Native Americans from voting. 

American policy toward Indians up 
until 1934 was shaped by the Dawes 
Severalty Act of 1887. This Act encour- 
aged Native Americans to “assimilate,” hoping to 
resolve the “indian problem,” and in this process 
Indian Schools were established for the purpose of 
teaching Native American children white values and 
traditions and slowly “de-indianizing” the Natives. 

The Federal Government began to redistrib- 
ute tribal lands to individuals in 1 60-acre allotments 


and unclaimed surplus lands were sold. With the pas- 
sage of the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, the 
government encouraged the tribes to engage in active 
self-government, forbid the further re-distribution of 
Indian lands and returned some of the “surplus” land 
to the tribes. Most of these legislations, that so seri- 
ously affected the Native people, were passed or 
rejected by elected officials at the federal, 
state and local levels. 

Today, the challenges that Native 
Americans face, are still directly controlled 
by elected officials. The Native vote can 
make a difference in the direction nation- 
al and state policy toward Native 
American and national issues go. 
Today, the tribes are fighting for 
their self-determination; their rights 
of economic development such as 
gaming on Indian lands; the protec- 
tion of the environment; and other 
serious social and health related 
issues. 

As you recall, Florida was 
lost by only a few votes during the 2000 presidential 
election. A few Seminole votes could have turned the 
direction of history. So, if you think your vote does 
not count, think again. On April 1 st, there will be a 
voter registration drive in Big Cypress. Registration 
applications will be available, as well as assistance in 
filling the applications. 



Jobs Starting Out at $55/hr for Regular Limos 
and $85/hr for SUV Limos 
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Battle of Okeechobee Manifests Spirit of the Unconquered Seminoles 
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AIR INTAKES 


By Susan Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE, FL — The fierce and 
bloody Battle of Okeechobee in which Seminole war- 
riors fought off General Zachary Taylor and his 
troops during the Second Seminole War was re-enact- 
ed on Feb. 28-29 in front of large crowds of history 
buffs, curious tourists and people fascinated by the 
saga of the Seminoles. 

“For the 

Seminoles, this re-enact- 
ment represents a point 
of pride because we 
defeated the U.S. military 
here and walked away 
from the battle,” said 
Moses Osceola, President 
of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. “I can think back 
on what my relatives 
accomplished here and as 
a descendant to actually 
stand on the ground 
where the battle took 
place is of real signifi- 
cance to me.” 

To watch the re- 
enactment can be a 
haunting and emotional 
experience. Although it’s 
but a group of amateur 
actors playing parts, it 
propels the mind into 

imagining a tragic era 

when great and mighty 

warriors were forced to defend their lives, their 
homes and their lands against invading forces. 

To read some of the many outdated histori- 
cal accounts about this major battle of the Seminole 


Susan Etxebarria 


Looking down the barrel. 


Oliver Wareham 


Jack Williams portays General Zackery Taylor. 


Wars, one might be led to believe that General Taylor 
won the battle, a boast that helped elect him to the 
twelfth presidency of the U.S. But the true story of 
what really happened 
at this battlefield on 
Christmas Day in 1837 
is constantly being 
updated and verified 
by the Seminole 
Tribe’s modem day use 
of archaeology, a sci- 
entific method able to 
sort fact from fiction. 

“Archaeology 
is the ground-proofing 
of history,” said 
Willard Steele, Deputy 
Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer 
for the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida. “[History is 
an] immature form of 
mythology.” 

He also par- 
ticipated in the re-enactment playing the part of 
Colonel Richard Gentry. 

In regards to this important battle, Steele 
said he has read grossly exaggerated accounts of the 
battle made by persons who had never been to the 
battlefield. Steele said historical accounts often mis- 




Seminole warrior re-enactor takes aim, 


place where battles actually 
took place and the conditions 
that prevailed at the time, 
since these accounts are often 
coming from one-sided 
sources, while archaeology can 
change the interpretation of 
what occurred. 

“You actu- 
ally go out there and 
prove where the bat- 
tle took place,” 

Steele said, sitting 
under a cypress tree 
the day of the re- 
enactment. 

“Historians said the 
battle was fought on 
the north shore of 
Okeechobee, but the 
north shore was one 
mile north of here in 
1837. So when you 
take science and 
start applying it into 
account, you come 
to different conclu- 
sions then maybe a 
historian would.” 

What we 

do know historically 
is that the Seminoles 

ambushed, killed 

and wounded far 
more enemy troops, leaving the 
U.S. Army in total chaos and 

confusion. The shrewd warriors disappeared from the 
Okeechobee battlefield to strike elsewhere on another 
day against the enemy. 

Professor of history at the University of 
Oklahoma, Edwin C. McReynolds, cites in his 
book “The Seminoles” that General Taylor led 
his force of 1,100 men into Seminole Country 
with the explicit order to kill or capture the 
Seminole Indians. The total Native force at the 
Okeechobee battlefield were reported to be less 
than four hundred Native Americans who, led 
by the joint forces of Arpeika and his 
Mikasukies, Coacoochee, and the warriors of 
Halpatter Tustenuggee, fought the hardest battle 
of the Seminole Wars. Approximately 26 of 
General Taylor’s troops were killed and 112 
wounded, versus an estimated 1 1 losses for the 
greatly outnumbered Seminoles. 

What now what remains of this historic 
site is in peril. While the tribe’s archeologists 
and historians work against the clock to discov- 
er every bit of evidence about this battle, devel- 
opers have already plowed through much of the 
650 acres on which the battle took place. The 
ridge, where the worst of the battle took place 
has had a church, a flea market, a restaurant 
built on top of it, and a large development 
known as King’s Bay was built on the land that 
was once the swamp-filled area where Taylor’s 
troops may have waded through saw grass 
between five and six feet tall. 

The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, an organization that aims to pre- 
serve historic sites, has placed this battlefield on 
its list of one of the 1 1 most endangered places. 
The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers may issue a 
permit for a housing development in the western 
section of the site. The battlefield may lose its 
status as a National Historic Landmark if much 
more of the site is lost to development. 

Preserving the battlefield to educate 
— future generations is a goal of the tribe which is 
also being aided by the efforts Friends of the 
Okeechobee Battlefield, the group that organized the 
4th Annual Okeechobee Battlefield Commemoration. 
Members include such influential forces as State 
Representative Richard 
Machek D-FL, the South 
Florida Water Management 
District, the Okeechobee 
Tourist Development 
Council, the Okeechobee 
County Board of County 
Commissioners, the 
Archaeological and 
Historical Conservancy, the 
Florida Division of 
Forestry, and many other 
private and public support- 
ers. 

Machek is trying 
to get the state of Florida 
to purchase the land as a 
historic park, but he said 
the state is limited in its 

resources and land prices 

are rising dramatically in 

Okeechobee County. 

“It is an opportunity to bring back part of the 
history of Florida, the Second Seminole War that hap- 
pened here at this site” he said. “There is a lot of her- 
itage here.” 

He said the site would be planned with 


Susan Etxebarria 


President Moses Osceola (sixth from right) poses with the U.S. Military re-enactors. 


Susan Etxebarria 


Criminal Defense 


exhibits, displaying artifacts taken from the site, and 
a museum to educate the visitors to the site. 

“We are working hard to get the state to pre- 
serve the battlefield; to get this nailed down before 
development and the commercialism comes in and 
takes this property out for commercial use,” he 
added. 

Machek said the property is on the A-list for 
preservation and there have been attempts to negoti- 
ate with sellers, but so far there has not been an 


Seminole warriors prepare to ambush the U.S. troops. 


agreement on the price. 

The significance of the Okeechobee 
Battlefield goes back further than the tragedy and dis- 
grace of the Seminole Wars waged against native 
people. According to Steele, every Native American 
group of people in the southeast that had made an 
effort from 1670 to 1858 to stop the encroachments 
of non-native people, every group who had lost a war 
and been broken up, and those remnants who had 
attached themselves to the Creek Nation, and who 

faced war against the 
United States in the 
Creek War of 1813, are 
ancestors of the 
Seminoles. 

“The Seminoles 
can take pride in this bat- 
tlefield because they are 
the last remnant of two 
hundred years of efforts,” 
said Steele. “At this bat- 
tlefield were the descen- 
dants of freedom fighters 
who had been fighting 
generation after genera- 
tion, tribe after tribe. The 
Seminoles, a small group 
of people who were still 
standing here, still refus- 
ing to surrender after 150 
year of solid war, were 
the legitimate inheritors 
of every effort before 
them to fight against the 
invaders.” 


Susan Etxebarria 
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Family Services 


Family Services - Encouraging Your Self-Esteem 


Big Cypress Family Services Booth 




By Wanda Przybysz 

BIG CYPRESS — The Family Services 
Department had a table set up for Dividend Day encourag- 
ing positive attitudes and good self-esteem for everyone. 

Tina Mennella put together a basket of goodies that 
would make everyone feel good about themselves. It includ- 
ed a “Believe in your- 
self’ journal, a small 
book of affirmations, 
and an assortment of 
candles, tea and bath 
salts. 

Michael Onco 
and Noella O’Donnell 
gave out oranges and 
tangerines that were 
hand picked on the Big 
Cypress Reservation. 
They put happy faces 
on them with a marker 
and told everyone to 
start their day of posi- 
tive. Wanda Przybysz 


Family Services Department 

Noella O’Donnell and Michael Onco gave out fresh fruit. 


Family Services Department 

T-shirt painting fun at the booth. 


was there to encourage everyone to sign up for the raffle and we all gave out stickers 
with positive affirmations. Jeremiah H. won the basket out of approximately 65 people. 
Congratulations. 

Linda Fleishman was painting t-shirts and had several special requests for pos- 
itive statements of self-esteem. Lucille Jumper was there, and Przybysz was taking a few 
pictures for the first time. All in all the day went well with Family Services getting 
involved with the community. 


Immokalee Family Services 
Booth March 2004 


By Billie Napper 

IMMOKALEE — The 

Immokalee Family Services staff had 
a Dividend Day booth on March 1 
just outside the front door of the Field 
Office. Laura Heritier handed out fly- 
ers on Healthy Self-Esteem along 
with soft drinks and water. She also 
had a display of things that make for 
healthy self-esteem. About 45 people 


registered for the gift basket, which 
Juanita (Pequeno) Martinez won. 

Several people commented 
on information that was in the 
handouts from last month, which 
indicates people are taking interest 
in the information. Laura and Billie 
Napper enjoy the interaction with 
the community and look forward to 
the booth next month. 



Family Services Department 


Juanita (Pequeno) Martinez won the raffle. 


Brighton Family Services Booth 

By Tony Bullington 

BRIGHTON — Dark, overcast skies could not 
dampen the spirit of warmth and friendship that flowed 
around the Family Services Dividend Day table in front of 
the Brighton Field Office. Tribal citizens stopped by 
throughout the morning to partake in hot coffee, an assort- 
ment of juices, soft drinks, water and healthy snacks. They 
laughed and talked with each other and with the staff mem- 
bers. 

This month, being windy March, the office decided 
to have a kite give away. Tribal citizens were encouraged to 
sign drawing slips for their kids or grandkids. Sixty-seven 



Family Services Department 

Brenda Walker gives snacks to Karilee Bowers and her 
two children Joey and Krystal Toneges. 



Family Services Department 

Jacoby Johns won this kite at the Brighton booth raffle. 


entrees were made and the winning slip was drawn that 
afternoon. The winner was Jacoby Johns, son of Jeff and 
Wendy Johns. He was thrilled with the prize of two kites, 
but even more surprised that his mother had entered him in 
the drawing. 

The theme of this month was self-esteem and many 
tribal citizens received a handout detailing ways to secure 
healthy self-esteem. The friendly spirit of the morning had 
an impact on the people and nature, too. The dark, threaten- 
ing clouds of the early morning, parted and gave way to the 
warm rays of sunshine and a beautiful afternoon. 


Hollywood Family Services Booth 





Mark Lichtenberg 


Jack VanCott and Yvonne Courtney show the prize basket. 


By Mark Lichtenberg 

HOLLYWOOD — For the month of 
March, the Family Services booth focused on 
Self-Esteem. There were hand-outs available on 
what self-esteem means (your opinion of your- 
self), ways to improve your self-esteem, as well 
as your child’s self-esteem. 

Self-esteem can affect our health, our rela- 
tionships, and our morale. Family Services also 
offered free fruit and drinks, along with a raffle. 
The prize consisted of a basket filled with sev- 
eral items, including a gift certificate to Wal- 
Mart. 

Thirty-five tribal members participated in 
the raffle and Joel Frank Sr. won. Next month, 
come by for a snack or just a chat. 

For April, the theme will be titled: Cherish 
the Child - Child abuse awareness. 



Mark Lichtenberg 

Amber Giehtbrock 



Family Services Department 


The Fire and Rescue 4-Wheeler followed the group to ensure everyones safety. 


Family Fun Day in Big Cypress 


By Martin Borthick and Crissie Carter 

BIG CYPRESS — On Feb. 21, more 
than twenty Big Cypress community members 
had a great adventure participating in the 
Third Semi-Annual 4- Wheel Family Fun Day. 
All the young folks showed up wearing hel- 
mets as fun and safety were emphasized. The 
group was led throughout the Big Cypress 
Reservation woods by tribal community citi- 
zens (thanks Lupe Osceola) on remote trails 
that most people never have the opportunity to 
experience. 

This community activity was official- 
ly organized by Big Cypress Family Services 
Department. However, the event flourished 
with the help of the other Big Cypress tribal 
departments that participated, and supported 
by their Tribal Council Representative, David 
Cypress. 

Martin Borthick of Family Services 
spent Saturday morning making sandwiches 
and making sure the vehicles had gas. The 
afternoon was fun because all the Family 
Services staff; Marisol, Michael, Carmen, 
Linda, and Tina worked hard to make sure 


Martin did all the stuff he was supposed to. 

The Big Cypress Family Investment 
building staff and receptionists did their part to 
help make the afternoon enjoyable. Fire and 
Rescue came along in their 4- Wheeler while 
Emergency Medical Services and the 
Seminole Police Department were on stand by. 
Safari and Ahfachkee supported the outing, as 
well as the Recreation Department. To Stan 
and all his staff, everyone thanks you for your 
help and support. 

Big Cypress Family Services spon- 
sors and promotes Family Fun Day to engage 
tribal family members to participate in recre- 
ational and social events with each other. This 
adventure provides the opportunity for family 
members to face challenges, help each other 
find solutions, and identify people’s individual 
strengths. 

Family Services endorses families 
spending quality time with each other. We 
want families to learn that they can have fun 
with each other while tackling life’s difficul- 
ties. Someone once said, “It’s never to late to 
have a happy childhood.” 


New Employee Hired in Tampa 


Submitted by Family Services Program 

TAMPA — The Tampa Family 
Services Program wel- 
comed the month of 
March by introducing a 
new staff member to 
the Tampa community 
and addressing self- 
esteem issues. 

Marilyn 

Stillwell introduced 
herself to the communi- 
ty members as she will 
be working as a full 
time counselor in 
Tampa. She is a 
Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker and has 
20 years of experience 
working with children, 
families, and substance 
abuse issues. You may 
remember Stillwell 



Marilyn Stillwell 


from her days of working with Family 
Services in the Hollywood and Big Cypress 
Reservations. She is 
excited to rejoin Family 
Services and looks for- 
ward to meeting every- 
one. 

Self-esteem is 
an important concept 
that relates to how we 
feel about ourselves. 
Self-esteem is a life-long 
issue that can empower 
you to live a fuller and 
happier life. Many peo- 
ple have unresolved 
issues from past experi- 
ences that impact self- 
esteem. Similarly, many 
people can also benefit 
from education and 
counseling related to this 
issue. 



Family Services Department 

(L-R) Mabel Frank and Nellie Bain attend the personal safety lecture. 


Senior Action Committee 
Discusses Personal Safety 


By Billie Napper, Immokalee Site 
Supervisor 

IMMOKALEE — Seniors from 
Immokalee and Big Cypress met at the 
Immokalee Gym for the February Senior 
Activity planned by the Senior Action 
Committee of Immokalee. The topic of 
Personal Safety was presented by Officer 
Connie Ledbetter of the Collier County 
Sheriff’s Department. 

Ledbetter discussed ideas such as not 
leaving your purse in the shopping cart in a 
store, shopping with friends rather than alone, 
letting someone know when you expect to be 
home, and keeping your doors locked all the 
time. 

After the lecture, attendees had a 
chance to chat with each other and look at 
some pictures of previous outings and events 


in Immokalee. The lunch was catered by 
Lozano’s and was very tasty. 

Seniors attending the luncheon 
included: Elizabeth Olea, Nancy Garza, Nellie 
Bain, Mary J. Robbins, Patsy Billie, Mabel 
Frank, John Billie, Louise Billie, Rachel 
Billie, Frank J. Billie, Joe Osceola, Virginia 
Tommie, Mary Louise Johns and Billie Johns. 

Raymond Garza, Board Member, and 
Elaine Aguilar, Council Rep, attended the 
luncheon to show their support of senior activ- 
ities. 

Seminole Police Department (SPD) 
Sgt. Phillip Gonzalez, Officer Laura Herron, 
and Officer John Hill were at the meeting to 
provide information about accessing help from 
SPD. Employees from the Senior Center and 
the Family Services Department set up the 
luncheon and provided door prizes. 
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Family Services 


Family Services - Encouraging Your Self-Esteem 

Encouraging Positive Self-Esteem 


Self-Esteem, an Inside Job 


By Billie Napper, Immokalee Site 
Supervisor 

Self-esteem is an inside job. We 
all have self-esteem; it’s just that some of 
us don’t make the most of it. Self-esteem 
is the way that you see yourself. Self- 
image is how others see you. How others 
see us is often based on our own self- 
esteem. It determines how we act, how we 
dress, how we respond to problems, and 
how we interact with others. 

Having poor self-esteem can 
cause a host of problems. Someone with 
poor self-esteem tends to see others as 
better than them, regardless of how the 
other person acts. The person with poor 
self-esteem will often follow others 
because they think the other person is 
smarter than them, better than them, or 
knows more than them. This can cause 
some real problems if the other person 
engages in self-destructive or criminal 
activities. 

You don’t have to be a beauty 
queen or a genius to have good self- 
esteem. Good self-esteem comes from 
taking a personal inventory. The personal 
inventory involves listing your strengths 
and good points, as well as your weak- 
nesses and negative points. Interestingly 
enough, if you ask people to list five traits 
about themselves that they like and then 
list five traits about themselves that they 
don’t like, most people can do one or the 
other, but few people can do both. This 


may be because people who think posi- 
tively can list good traits about them- 
selves that they like, but because they 
don’t think of negatives, they can’t list 
their own weaknesses. The flip side of 
that is true too. A person who sees them- 
selves and their world negatively can’t see 
their own good traits. 

The importance of identifying 
your strengths and weaknesses is so you 
can work to decrease your weaknesses 
while working to play up your strengths. 
The process of identifying both strengths 
and weaknesses needs to be an ongoing 
event. The first time you identify your 
strengths and weaknesses is a good start, 
but as time goes by, those strengths and 
weaknesses may change and it is impor- 
tant to notice the changes. 

The really important thing to 
remember about self-esteem is that it is an 
inside job. Only you can cause your self- 
esteem to go down and only you can 
make your self-esteem go up. If you’re 
having a real problem seeing yourself in a 
positive manner, try seeing a counselor. 
Sometimes it is easier for someone else to 
see our strengths. Working on your self- 
esteem doesn’t sound like the most excit- 
ing thing in the world, but improving your 
self-esteem can make your life seem 
much better and result in your feeling 
happier and more confident. Improving 
your self-esteem is certainly worth the 
effort. 


Suggestions to Help You Build 
Your Child’s Self-Esteem 


By Crissie Carter 

BIG CYPRESS — When your 
child asks you a question, take the time to 
listen. Stop what you are doing and make 
sure your child know that what 

he or she says is very 

important to you. 

Assign your 

child daily home respon- 
sibilities. Even the 
youngest child can help 
match socks, fold dinner 
napkins, or push a dust 
mop across the floor. Be sure 
to compliment the task! 

Remember, your focus 
should be on creating a situa- 
tion in which your child feels 
valued rather forcing them to achieve a 
perfect result at the task. 

Reassure your child of your love 
and support. Do this at unexpected times as 
well as when praising a particular accom- 



plishment. Giving a warm hug as your child 
sits gazing out the window says a lot. Praise 
does not always have to be verbal. 

Develop the bedtime routine of 

telling your child at least one 
f * wonderful thing your 

/_/ noticed about him or her 

that day. What a wonder- 
fill way to induce sweet 
dreams! 

Keep in mind that 

f the most effective way to teach 

your child about positive self- 
esteem is to be a good role 
i t model. Let your child see 

j \ you take joy in your own 

^ accomplishments and 

cope with mistakes or 
disappointments in a 

constructive way. Your child will copy your 
healthy attitude, and you will feel happier as 
well. 


Daily Affirmations for Self-Esteem 

I am lovable and capable. 

I am a unique and priceless person, worthy of the respect of others. 

I am a valuable and important person, with a lot to offer. 

I am radiant being filled with light and love. 

I am my own expert, and I allow others the same privilege. 

I express my ideas easily, and I know others respect my point of view. 

I love myself fully just the way I am. I am enough. 

I am kind, compassionate and gentle with myself. 

I am at ease asking for the things I want and need. 

I feel warm and loving toward myself, for I am a unique and precious 
being, ever doing the best my awareness permits, ever growing in wis- 
dom and love. 

The more I love myself, the more love I have to give to others. 

I have the right to ask for what I want. 

I am a total success in all that I do. 

I am counting my blessings and rejoicing in my growing awareness. 

I trust myself and will go at my own speed. 

I now approve of all my actions. 

I am enjoying my limitless capacity for joy and pleasure. 

No matter what you say or do to me, I am still a worthwhile person. 

I accept compliments easily and share my successes with others who 
have contributed to them. 

I have pride in my past performance and a positive expectancy of the 
future. 

Look in the mirror and read these to yourself, eye-to-eye, for 30 days in 
a row, then add your own goals and affirmations to the list. 


Family Services Department 
Phone Numbers 


Hollywood: 
(954) 964-6338 

Big Cypress: 
(863) 902-3206 

Brighton: 
(863) 763-7700 


Immokalee: 
(239) 657-6567 

Tampa: 
(813) 846-3100 

Ft. Pierce: 
(772) 467-2454 


By Tony Bullington 

BRIGHTON — Many 
popular counseling theories are 
based on the premise that a majority 
of problems addressed in counsel- 
ing are rooted in the client’s belief 
system. Irrational and dysfunctional 
beliefs produce unstable emotions 
and maladaptive behaviors. What 
we believe about ourselves has a 
profound impact on our relation- 
ships with others and our own, per- 
sonal estimation of self-worth, self- 
image and self-esteem. 
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A child that is told from 
infancy that they are worthless or 
no good or any other derogatory 
statements will begin to believe 
these things about themselves. 

Those beliefs will eventually 
become evident in their behavior at 
home, school and in the community. 
The child believes that they are no 
good and will seek to prove it to 
everyone in his or her world. The 
implications of these beliefs and 
actions are obvious. 

These things may lead to 
mischief as a child, and crime when 
someone enters adolescence. These 
beliefs and low self-esteem issues 
can make anyone a ripe candidate 
for drug addiction and alcoholism. 
The relationships they develop will 
most likely be characterized by ver- 
bal and possibly physical abuse. 

The above scenario is lived 
out daily by millions of people in 
this nation. Drug addiction, alco- 
holism, domestic violence, theft and 
sexual abuse can be linked to a per- 
son’s dysfunctional belief system 
and diminished self-esteem. The 
importance of a positive self-esteem 
can not be under estimated. 

The Family Services 
Department has a staff of profes- 
sionals trained in various aspects of 
expertise: mental health counselors, 
substance abuse counselors, social 
workers, foster care counselors, 
marriage and family therapists and 
tribal support counselors. Problems 
are addressed individually as pre- 
sented by clients with the utilization 
of tools learned from training. 
Though each discipline possess dif- 
ferent strengths, the common thread 
tying them all together is the focus 
on seeing all clients as people who 
are unique, special and worthy of 
respect and dignity. 

The counselors address 
issues by providing services and 
resources designed to produce 
changes in behaviors, beliefs and 
ultimately increasing the level of 
self-worth and self-esteem. Small 
steps and victories are celebrated 
and applauded. As beliefs change, 
behavior is modified and the 
client’s conscience is marked by the 
smiles of new found self-confidence 
and self-esteem. 


What is Self-Esteem? 

Self-esteem is how we feel about ourselves; it is how we see ourselves 
when we look in the mirror. It affects every aspect of our lives - how we 
think, how we act and feel, and how we relate to others. 

Where does self-esteem come from? 

We are not born with self-esteem. Self-esteem comes from a lifetime of 
experiences. Our family, home, school, work and social life all contribute to 
our self-esteem. 


High or Low? 


If you feel good about yourself in most areas of your life, you probably 
have good self-esteem. If you feel bad about yourself in many areas of 
your life, then your self-esteem may be suffering. Even if you only feel bad 
in certain areas, for example, you may like how well you do your job, but 
feel bad about your appearance, you can take steps to feel better about 
yourself. 

Creating Positive Self-Esteem: 
Look at your strengths 

Building self-esteem takes action. Start by making a list of things you do 
well. Then list the reasons other people like you. Next, list the qualities you 
like about yourself. Keep your list handy and look at it often. 

Identify your weaknesses 

We all have strengths and weaknesses. Take an honest look at the things 
you don’t like about yourself. Identify those things you would like to 
improve. Identify those things you cannot change too. Sometimes accept- 
ing yourself is the best change you can make. 

Make Changes to Feel Better 

Picture yourself at your best. Keep that picture in your mind and then take 
action. At first, take small, easy steps toward change. Then as your confi- 
dence grows, tackle the harder changes. Remember to acknowledge every 
small step. Focus on improvements, not perfection. 

Focus on your good qualities 

Use affirmations, or positive statements, such as “I am strong and compe- 
tent,” or “I am loveable.” Write your affirmations down. Be as specific as 
possible. For example, write down “I am a good friend to John,” or “I am a 
good cook.” Put your affirmations on a mirror, beside your bed or in your 
pocket. Say them five, ten, or even twenty times each day until they feel 
like a part of you. 


People can help 


Be around people who help you feel good about yourself. Avoid people 
who are negative or put you down. The better your relationships, the faster 
your self-esteem will rise. 

Set yourself up for success 

Do things that help you feel good about yourself. Look at the list of things 
you do well for ideas. Try new things. Take up a new hobby, make a new 
friend or volunteer to help others. Each new positive experience will coun- 
teract an old negative experience. Don’t expect perfection. Everyone 
makes mistakes - even at the things they do well. 

Be your own best friend 

Take pride in what you do. Encourage and praise yourself. Eat right, exer- 
cise, rest and play. By showing self-care, you are acting out of good self- 
esteem. 

What difference does self-esteem make? 

Self-esteem affects our health, our relationships, and our morale and stress 
at work. High self-esteem allows us to trust our intuition, face fears, and 
learn from experience. 

Can we raise our self-esteem? 

Stop self-abuse, including, substance abuse, binge eating, compulsive 
spending, gambling, and raging. These block learning and drag us down. 
We need to identify these addictions and find ways to replace them with 
self-care. 

Practice self-care by joining self-help groups, practicing positive health 
care, and learning assertion, stress management, and relapse prevention 
skills. 

Face our fears and discomforts; we are stronger than we know! Confusion 
is the source of wisdom. 

We are not responsible for low self-esteem, but only we can raise it. Move 
beyond being a victim and into becoming a survivor. 

Say “no” to old rules, beliefs, and associations that lead to low self-esteem. 



Pregnant and Addicted? 

Ptease contact 

Family Services Immedabely. 

Let us help you 
before the baby is bom! 

Thank youl 

HdywDod: 064-964-6333 
Big Cypress: 863-902-3206 
Brighton; 363-/63-; /CD 
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The Doctor’s Are In 


By Connie Whidden, Health Director 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida Health 
Department is very fortunate to have great doctors 
working in our Medical Clinics. I thought it would 
be nice to reintroduce them to you and encourage 
you to come in to one of the clinics and talk with 
them regarding any medical issues or concerns you 
may have. 

Dr. Janies VanGelder, MD - Chief Medical 
Officer for the Seminole Tribe of Florida 

Dr. VanGelder was born in Detroit, Mich., 
and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio. He received a bach- 
elor’s degree and then a master’s degree from the 
University of Cincinnati. After completing an 
internship at the Albany Medical College Hospital 
and residency and chief residency at the University 
of Cincinnati, he served a two-year fellowship in 
nephrology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center in Dallas, TX. 

During his training, VanGelder received a 
Bogen Award for Research. Following his training, 
he settled in Hollywood, in 1974, where he has 
practiced internal medicine and nephrology. 
VanGelder is not only Board Certified in 
Nephrology, but is South Broward’s only Board 
Certified Clinical Specialist in hypertension, or 
high blood pressure. 

His professional activities and honors have 
included membership in the Florida Medical 

Review Board 
for Dialysis and 
Transplantation, 
Chairman of the 
Nephrology 
Section at 
Hollywood 
Memorial 
Hospital and 
Hollywood 
Medical Center, 
receipt of a 
National 
Leadership 
Award, Top 
Doctor Award, 
Recognition 
Award from the South Florida Chapter of the 
American Association of Kidney Disease and a 
Distinguished Service Award from the End- Stage 
Renal Disease Regional Network. 

In addition to this historical information, 
Dr. VanGelder was asked to express his thoughts 
regarding our health care. His response follows. 

“I have had the pleasure and honor of 
knowing and treating members of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida since 1974. During this time peri- 
od, I have been proud to participate in the evolution 
of a Health Care System that I think is the best 
delivery system in this part of the country.” 

“Through the tribe’s involvement, vision, 
and participatory leadership, the Seminole Health 
Care System has evolved into a multi-disciplinary 
system that has established the welfare of the 
whole person as the principal goal - medically and 
spiritually. 

“Our patients have access to the latest 
advances in health care. Great strides have been 
made; however, these laurels belong to the past. 
What is important is that we keep an eye to the 
future. As previously mentioned, our Health Care 
System is in evolution - always changing, always 
striving to do more and become better at what we 
do and provide. For this to occur, we need open 
constructive lines of communication so that we 
may all grow. 

“Some of the ideas expressed by commu- 
nity members is that incorporation of homeopathic 
remedies, in additions to traditional remedies in the 
management of medical issues. This is an extreme- 
ly challenging area that we hope to develop. As we 
move forth in this direction, we must be mindful 
that many products sold over-the-counter can be 
harmful to people with medical conditions such as 
diabetes, hypertension, kidney disease etc. But for- 
ward we will move! 

“I would like to thank the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida for the personal and spiritual growth that 
working with you has provided me.” 

Dr. VanGelder’s Schedule in our Medical 
Clinics: 

Big Cypress Clinic (863) 983-5151 

Tuesdays: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Hollywood Clinic (954) 962-2009 

Wednesdays: 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Fridays: 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Dr. Christopher J. Mavroides, MD 

Dr. Christopher J. Mavroides is a Board 
Certified Internist and Geriatrician. He is a resident 
of Okeechobee, Fla., where he lives with his fami- 
ly. Mavroides went to school at Williams College 
in Massachusetts and went to Medical School at the 


University of Cincinnati, in Cincinnati, Ohio. He 
did his training, internship and residency in internal 
medicine at St. Vincent’s Hospital/UMass. in 
Worcester, Mass. 



(left) Dr. Christopher J. Mavroides, MD 
with Dan Bowers. 


Mavroides has been practicing medicine 
for 20 years and has been with the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida for the past six years. He is an affiliate 
clinical professor at the University of South Florida 
and a member of the American College of 
Physicians, Wilderness Medical Society and 
American Board of Quality Assurance and 
Utilization Review Physicians. 

He has certifications in internal medicine 
and geriatrics, as well as health care quality and 
management. Mavroides has served as Chief-of- 
Staff at Raulerson Hospital, his local community 
hospital in Okeechobee, and is currently on the 
Board at Raulerson Hospital. 

Mavorides is active in the community giv- 
ing lectures on maintaining health and longevity 
through natural means including exercise, diet and 
use of vitamins as natural supplements. He is active 
in the city of Okeechobee participating on the City 
Boards of Land Use and Zoning. Mavorides coach- 
es soccer as well as basketball for community 
youth. He attends Okeechobee Missionary Baptist 
Church. 

His practice in Okeechobee is truly a fam- 
ily practice with his wife working in the office as 
well as his son and mother-in-law. His oldest 
daughter is a teacher in Okeechobee. He has two 
daughters in college, and his two youngest children 
go to public school in Okeechobee. 

His philosophy of medicine and medical 
care has been holistic, looking at the entire individ- 
ual in a medical as well as a social context. 

Healing, not only through medication but through 
therapy and natural means, has been important. 
Using social support such as family is also impor- 
tant. This philosophy has blended well with the 
Health Care System of the Seminole Tribe which 
blends medicine and modern technology with tradi- 
tional values and social support. 

Dr. Mavroides’s Schedule in our Brighton 
Clinic: (863) 763-0271 

Tuesdays: 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Thursdays: 2 p.m.-5 p.m. 

Dr. Joseph A. Rodriquez, MD 

Dr. Joseph A. Rodriquez has served the 
tribe for seven years. Medical duties have taken 
him to Big Cypress, Cleveland Clinic Hospital, and 
Memorial Pembroke Hospital. 

He is Board Certified in family practice 
and has operated private medical practices in 

Weston, Fla. 
from 1996 to 
the present and 
in 

Mountainhome, 
Pa. from 1987 
until 1991. 
Rodriquez sat 
as Acting Chief 
of Family 
Practice at Holy 
Cross Hospital 
in 2003. 

Rodriquez completed college and medical 
school at Penn State University in Philadelphia, Pa. 
He completed an internship and residency at Baylor 
College of Medicine, Texas Medical Center, 
Houston, and Penn State University’s Milton S. 
Hershey Medical Center. 

He endorses a healthy, balanced diet-high 
in natural ingredients but low in fats and low in 
carbohydrates-as well as regular exercise. His 
spends his leisure time with wife, Gina (a Taino 
Descendent) and three-year-old son, Michael 
Anthony, and also enjoys exploring the outdoors. 

Dr. Rodriquez’s Schedule in our Big Cypress 
Clinic: (863) 983-5151 

Wednesdays: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 



Dr. James VanGelder, MD 



Dr. Joseph A. Rodriquez, MD 
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Asthma Presentation 


By Jamie Schevis and Shannon McKeown 

HOLLYWOOD — In conjunction with 
Hollywood Representative Max Osceola, Jr. and the 
Hollywood Recreation Department, the Health 
Department presented an educational meeting about 
asthma to approximately 40 tribal and community 
citizens, including parents and children from the 
Parent Advisory Committee meeting. 

The Recreation Department hosted a dinner 
that was served before the presentation. The presen- 
tation focused on parents of children with asthma, 
although general information was discussed that 
would apply to adults as well. 

For example, tips were given to avoid dust 
mites and concentrate on removing things from the 
house that collect dust easily. Some other tidbits of 
information involved how stuffed animals are a 
major collector of allergens and only stuffed animals 
that can be washed in hot water frequently would be 
an appropriate childhood friend. The community 
learned the difference between allergens and irritants 
and knowing the importance of what triggers may 
cause an attack. 


A tight chest cough and/or dry cough are 
classic symptoms of asthma that can be brought on 
by smoke, pollen and changes in the weather. 
Information was discussed about when to call the 
doctor, for example, someone should call when they 
or their child is having severe wheezing and/or trou- 
ble talking. 

Educational booklets were given to all who 
attended as well as catalogs filled with products that 
would benefit asthmatics and people with allergies. 
As the presentation came to an end, prizes such as a 
dehumidifier, a HEPA air cleaner, and a 
humidity/temperature gauge were given by Max 
Osceola, Jr. to raffle. The event was well received 
and everyone was able to learn one new thing about 
asthma and how to recognize it. 

If you have any medication questions, call 
the Seminole Health Clinic or your personal physi- 
cian. If you would like more information about asth- 
ma, please contact Shannon McKeown from the 
Hollywood Health Clinic at (954) 962-2009, Ext. 
113. 


Choose Healthy Snacks for Healthy Teeth 



By Kerri Descheene 

HOLLYWOOD — Eating a 
lot of sugary snacks may taste good, 
but they aren’t good for your teeth and 
body. The candies, cakes and cookies 
that we love to eat between meals 
can be a major source of tooth 
decay. These foods are high in 
sucrose, or sugar, which the 
bacteria in your mouth eat and 
convert into acid. This acid, in 
turn, weakens the strong enam- 
el covering on your teeth and 
causes cavities. 

To avoid getting cavities, 
think about what you are about to eat 


or drink for a snack; instead of a candy 
bar, choose a snack that is low in sugar 
and high fiber and vitamins such as 
cheese, or fresh fruits and vegetables. If 
you do have to have a sugary snack, 
remember that the body needs about 20 
minutes to neutralize the acids that form 
in your mouth. 

Drinking an occasional soda isn’t 
going to cause a lot of damage, but drink- 
ing sodas all day long can easily cause 
major problems in a very short time. 
Basically, the more healthy and low-sugar 
snacks that you choose, the less time 
you’ll have to spend in the dental chair 
getting fillings. 


Seminole Muscle 


Ten Keys to Fitness Success 


By Kenny Bayon C.FT 

1. Convenience 

Let’s be realistic. After working an eight 
hour day, then trying to get to a gym that is miles out 
of the way, just doesn't make sense. A common rea- 
son for people to not exercise is the lack of conven- 
ient facilities. If you try to commute to your gym, 
and it’s a far journey, then you likely will make 
excuses not to go, rather than just going and getting 
the workout done. Just like you must be wary of both 
limited hours or the fitness center getting crowded, 
time and convenience must be addressed. 

2. Stay on Track 

Try and keep a record of what you do and 
what you have accomplished. The log can contain 
start-up information such as bodyweight, girth meas- 
urements, resting blood pressure, cholesterol level, 
daily calorie intake and resting heart rate. Training 
specifics include distance or time doing cardio work; 
weights, reps and sets lifted; time spent cross training 
and etc. This self monitoring technique helps you 
stick to your program and gives you visual feedback 
as well as an accurate record of your progress toward 
your goals. 

3. Enjoy 

If there was one that should be on top of the 
list it would be this one. Half of all people who start 
an exercise program drop out within the first six 
months. So what keeps the other 50 percent in the 
gym? No one magic method can keep you involved 
in the process. As researchers say, strong determi- 
nants of continued participation are self-motivation, 
behavioral skills, spousal support, available time, 
access to facilities, perception of good health and 
high risk for heart disease. Yet one element remains 
prevalent throughout-enjoying what you do. 

“The major reason for participation in youth 
sports is to have fun,” said Robert Weinberg, PhD, 
and Daniel Gould, PhD. “Yet as people mature, the 
fun aspect of sport and physical activity seems to be 
ousted by needs to be productive, hard working and 
successful” 

The bottom line is that you shouldn’t dread 
exercising. Find something that keeps your interest 
such as mountain climbing or aerobics so that you 
get the benefits of exercising and its fun as well. 

4. Time line 

This is a technique that is very effective for 
making exercise a part of your daily routine. 
Everyday, you should try to set aside a part of the 
day so that going to the gym is habit forming. Let 
everyone know that that part of the day has already 
been set aside for you to take care of business. 

This establishes a habit pattern and holds you 
accountable to those who know about your schedule. 
Remember, this is a habit you don’t want to break. 

5. Find a Partner 

There are going to be times that you’re hav- 
ing a bad day and you don’t really feel like training, 
this is when the buddy system comes to effect. They 
are pumped up for the workout and you’re trying to 
get out of it. The social support is an important ingre- 
dient in motivating you to stick to your training. 

Lack of reinforcement is frequently named as the 
forerunner to dropping out. 


Try to find someone that has similar goals 
and is highly motivated. Be friendly and make 
friends at the gym that could be looking someone 
like you. If all else fails, hire a trainer for a bit so that 
you have already made the financial commitment and 
that will more than likely make you want to go train. 

6. Choice 

As we all know, life is all about choices and 
the ones we make can outcome how our lives are 
lived. Exercise is a choice, and a very important one 
at that. Not only will this affect you, but the loved 
ones that surround you. Living a healthy lifestyle, 
eating well, and training are all important choices 
that have to be made so that you can live a long and 
happy life. Remember, its not all physical. Mental 
stress can be a downfall as well, which is why it’s 
important to stay positive and keep a clear state of 
mind. 

7. Realism 

Magazines and television ads are filled with high 
expectations that are hardly attainable to the average 
person. If you’re a beginner, you can expect your ini- 
tial experiences to be a bit uncomfortable. Meaning, 
you’re putting your body though activity probably 
never done before and there will be some awkward- 
ness doing exercises. Soreness is to be expected, 
even if you’re just stretching or walking on the tread- 
mill. Never doubt yourself or the reasons for doing it 
because in the long run it will pay off. Remember, 
you are only rich if you have your health! 

8. Organize 

Never give the excuse that you don’t have 
time as most adults use this to get out of not doing 
anything. Busy throughout the day such as work, 
school, family and leisure, it’s easy to just not make 
it a point to not go and workout. Organize your day 
so that you can at least get an hour workout either at 
the gym or at home, such as running around the 
neighborhood or free weights at home, or break it up 
into two-half hour sessions a day so that you can 
make the time to do it. 

9. Bask in Your Glory 

Your regiment will not only change the way 
you look, but your attitude as well. You’ll feel better 
about yourself and appreciate the value of training. 
Getting started may have been hard, but it's just as 
hard to stay with it as well. Splurge once in a while 
by buying yourself a new outfit that tailor fits to your 
new body, or go out for a nice dinner once in while 
by having the cheat food that you have so longed for. 
Training hard has many benefits so take advantage of 
them. 

10. Don’t be afraid 

If you have no idea what do to in a gym, it 
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t go. There are many peo- 
ple that are frightened by the idea of being embar- 
rassed of getting hurt. That’s why it’s important to 
hire a trainer that can assist you on the road to that 
healthy lifestyle. Also, be your own teacher by read- 
ing books and magazines that help show you what to 
do. Remember, no one knew exactly what they were 
doing the first time they set foot in a gym, or on a 
field. 


at Florida liitemaiionot University 
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Education 


Meet the Brighton Students 



Emma Brown 

(L-R) Erin Willie and Jennifer Chalfant 



Emma Brown 

Michaela Fish 


to earn a doctorate in dentistry. After finishing col- 
lege, she would like to practice orthodontics. 

Her advice for young tribal citizens is to 
always work hard. Her biggest inspiration is her 
Grandfather because he’s been through a great deal in 


Trio of ninth graders aspire 
to work for Seminole Tribe 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Michaela Fish is the 
daughter of Mike Fish and Tammy Cloud. She 
is a 9th grader at the Okeechobee Freshman 
Campus who enjoys participating in basketball 
and softball. Her goal is to finish high school 
and attend a college of her choice. 

“I want to do something with my life,” 

she said. 

Fish plans on attending college to 
study medicine and hopes to one day become a 
pediatrician because she loves to be around 
children. When asked what advice she has to 
offer to young tribal citizens, Fish offered a few 
words of wisdom. 

“Always know what you want in life 
and do it,” she said. “Make something happen 
in your life and succeed in whatever you do.” 

Fish’s biggest influence in her life is 
her father because he always inspires her to do 

her best in 
school and 


sports. He 
always shows her 
how happy her 
staying focused 
on positive things 
makes him. 

Erin 
Willie is the 
daughter of Juan 
and Cynthia 
Rodriguez. She is 
a 9th grader at the 
Okeechobee 
Freshman 
Campus. After 
graduating from 
high school, 

Willie would like 
to attend college 


his life, yet still has faith. 

Jennifer Chalfant is the daughter of Jack 
Chalfant and Tammy Murray. She is also a 9th grader 
at the Okeechobee Freshman Campus. She enjoys 
participating in basketball, softball, and cheerleading. 
Her goals are to attend college and become an ortho- 
pedic surgeon. 

Chalfant would like to some day come back 
to work for her tribe. Her advice to young tribal citi- 
zens is, “Do not give up, succeed in your life, and 
remember you can do and be anything you want.” 

Chalfant ’s dad, Jack Chalfant, is her life’s 
inspiration because he works every day to provide for 
his family in spite of dividends and he is a very 
strong-willed person. Congratulations to Chalfant for 
recently earning the 2004 Brighton Miss Seminole 
title. 



Alexandra Frank 

Preschoolers enjoyed playing all types of games. 


Hollywood Preschool Hosts Third 
Annual Valentines Ball 



Alexandra Frank 


Will you be by valentine? 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — On Feb. 12, 
the Hollywood Preschool held its Third 
Annual Valentines Ball at the Dorothy 
Scott Osceola building. At the event, par- 
ents and children were asked to dress in 
traditional Seminole clothes. Fathers 
escorted their daughters to the ball, while 
mothers escorted their sons. 

There were games for the chil- 
dren to compete in, with various gifts for 
both boys and girls. The families who 
came dressed up in traditional clothing 
also received a prize. First place went to 
J.D. Bowers and family, second place 
went to Anna Tucker for wearing a tradi- 
tional skirt and bringing her family, and 
third place went to Aaron Billie and his 
granddaughter. 

The King and Queen of the event 
were Anaky Robbins, and Clarissa Avila, 
respectivly. Everyone had a good time 
playing games and spending time with 
one another. 


MVHAVKV CUKO Graduate, Mackenzie Johns 


Submitted by Holly Billie 

Two dreams were realized when Mackenzie 
Johns graduated from MVHAVKV CUKO (Teaching 
House), now known as First Indian Baptist Academy. 
When the school first opened its doors in the fall of 
1999, Johns was one of the first students to enroll. 

“I wanted to receive my education in a small 
school environment, close to home, that allowed me 
to spend a lot of time with my family, yet provided 
me an opportunity to graduate from high school,” 
said Johns. 

As her dream came true, so did that of 
Pastor Wonder Johns. 

“Our desire is to provide our students with a 
quality Christian education in a loving, nurturing and 
spiritual atmosphere,” he said. 

After much struggle and many challenges, 
Pastor Johns saw his first student accept her high 
school diploma. 

Mackenzie’s grandmother, Connie Whidden, 
offered words of support and encouragement to all 
students attending the ceremony. As she shared her 
own educational experiences, her focus remained on 
encouraging students to “always try their hardest to 
do their best.” Whidden reminded everyone that fur- 
thering one’s education is always an option for all 
Seminole children. 

Johns is currently employed at the Brighton 
Casino where she assists with office management 
bookkeeping. She continues to make her parents, 
Marty and Kim Johns, proud as she proves herself to 
be a hard worker and a contributing member of the 
Brighton Community. 

She has expressed an interest in becoming a 
physical therapist, but says, “Now I enjoy what I am 
doing at the Casino and might be interested in busi- 
ness.” 



Photography by Bobbi 


Proud graduate Mackenzie Johns. 


Whatever Johns chooses to do, she will have 
a loving family as well as a supportive community 
who recognize how very special and unique she is, 
and who will continue to encourage her to achieve 
her goals and dreams. 


Pull Out Program (Pemayetv) 
Begins Second Semester 


By Shelly Walker, Pull-Out Program Coordinator. 

BRIGHTON — The second year of our 
Pull-Out Program is off to a great start. We began the 
second semester on Jan. 9. Currently, there are 68 
children enrolled. 

The elementary students who are enrolled 
begin each Friday by attending an assembly program 
where a speaker talks to them about their language 
and culture. After the assembly, students break into 
grade levels and attend five different classes. Each 
student receives instruction in Language Arts, 
Language Reading and Writing, History, Physical 
Education (P.E.), and Arts and Crafts. Each class 
focuses on the Creek language and the culture of the 
Seminole Indians to fulfill the mission of our pro- 
gram. 

Our language arts teachers Diane Smith and 
Jenny Johns, along with our language, reading and 
writing teachers Lorene Gopher, Louise Gopher and 
Jenny Shore, teach our students the Creek alphabet 
and sounds of the alphabet. Students are also learning 
how to greet and reply to a greeting and speak short 
sentences. Students receive instruction on Creek 
numbers and colors. 

During the first two months of our program, 
students studied their Indian names. They learned 
how to spell and write their names and the meaning 
of their names. During the month of November, our 
teaching theme was hunting. Students learned Creek 
hunting and camping words and a turkey song. In 
December, students sang Creek Christmas songs and 
taught other Creek words associated with the month 
of December. 

Alice Sweat and Martha Jones provide 
instructions in our arts and crafts class. Students have 
been digging up the vegetables that they planted dur- 
ing the past school year, cooking and then eating the 


vegetables. In this class, students learn and use the 
Creek words for the names of the vegetables and the 
utensils used in the preparation of the food. Students 
also made fun holiday related projects such as pasta 
ornaments, a winter scene and a sweet turkey apple. 

In history, our teachers Willie Johns, Rita 
Gopher and Dr. Susan Stans are teaching students 
about the discovery of North America, the First, 
Second and Third Seminole War, the Treaty of 
Moultrie Creek, the Indian Removal Act, the Battle 
of Okeechobee and the formation of The Seminole 
Indian Tribe formal government. 

Our P.E. coaches Richard Osceola, Tim 
Thomas and Leroy Boyett, along with other staff 
from the recreation department, instruct students the 
rules of flag football. Students enjoy playing kickball, 
soccer and basketball. Students have learned drills, 
pick-up games and lay-up relays. Our coaches also 
plan and provide a short after-lunch recess for the 
entire school. John Waterhouse teaches our fifth 
grade boys archery. These students were involved in 
an archery competition at our gym on January 31st 
and February 1st. 

During our second semester, we hope to 
build a chickee, replant our garden, learn carving, 
elect a student government, invite parents to class 
day, hold a PTA meeting and have an open house. 

As you can see, this is a wonderful fun pro- 
gram to be involved in and a great way to pass down 
your knowledge of your language and culture to the 
upcoming generation. 

If you would like an opportunity to teach or 
assist with our program, please give Shelly Walker a 
call at (863) 763-7501. If you would like to visit, 
please call ahead so that we can make arrangements. 


Members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Who Have Earned College Degrees 


Submitted by Dora Bell, Higher Education 
Advisor 

The Higher Education Program established a 
list of all members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
who have completed an associate’s degree, bachelor’s 
degree, or any graduate or professional degree. This 
list includes the graduate’s name, their major, school 
or university they attended, and year they completed 
their degree program. 

If there are any errors in this list, please call 
Dora Bell, Higher Education Advisor, at (954) 233- 
9541. 

Associate of Arts (AA) Degree - Carol 
Frank Cypress, Education, Miami-Dade Community 
College, 1972. Moses Jumper Jr., Physical Education, 
Haskell Indian Junior College, 1972. James Jumper, 
Criminal Justice, Broward Community College, 

1986. Naomi Wilson, Fashion Merchandising, Bauder 
College, 1987. Bracher Harmon and Donna Susan, 
Fashion Merchandising, Bauder College, 1989. 

Robert Frank, Liberal Arts Haskell Indian Junior 
College, 1990. O.B. Osceola, Business 
Administration, Edison Community College, 1990. 
Lee Anthony Zepeda,, Political Science, Education 
Community College, 1990. Charlotte Gopher, 
Business Administration, Haskell Indian Junior 
College, 1991. Marina Renee Tigertail, General 
Education, Palm Beach Community College, 1992., 
Mary Jumper, Business Administration, Palm Beach 
Community College, 1993. Rita Gopher, 
Mathematics, Indian River Community College, 

1994. Nunez O’Donnell and Noella Dyan, Liberal 
Arts, Brevard Community College, 1994. Lenora 
Roberts, Business Administration, Haskell Indian 
Junior College, 1994. Rita Michelle Youngman, 
Business Administration, South Florida Community 
College, 1995. Corinna Frank, Computer Information 
Systems, Edison Community College, 1996. Jo Leigh 
Johns, Criminology, Indian River Community 
College, 1996. Joseph Scott Kippenberger, Computer 
Electronics Engineer, Keiser College, 1996. Cypress 
Slusher and Brenda Joy, Business Administration, 
Broward Community College, 1996. Daniel Tommie, 
General Studies, Lake Superior College, 1996. Linda 
A. Drigger Daum, General Studies, South Florida 
Community College, 1997. Lavonne Marie 
Kippenberger, Liberal Arts, Borough of Manhattan 
Community College, 1998. Dallas Nunez, General 
Studies, Indian River Community College, 1998. 
Manuel Tiger, General Studies, Bacone College, 

1998. Clorine Cathy Cypress, Liberal Arts, Broward 
Community College, 1999. Anthony Frank, Business 
Administration, Broward Community College, 1999. 
Alexandra Frank, Liberal Arts, Broward Community 
College, 1999. Dollie Michelle Thomas, Business 
Administration, Indian River Community College, 

1999. Suraiya Tiffany Youngblood, Psychology, 
Indian River Community College, 2001. Amanda 
Ruby Smith, Psychology, Indian River Community 
College, 2002. Laura Billie, Business Administration, 
Broward Community College, 2003. O’Hara Tommie, 
Business Administration, Keiser College, 2003. 

Associate of Applied Science (AAS) 

Degree - Bryan Kelly Younblood, Welding, Haskell 
Indian Junior College, 1987. Reese Pemell Bert, 
Refrigeration, Haskell Indian Junior College, 1989. 
Corinna Frank, Computer Programming, Haskell 
Indian Junior College, 1991. Bernard Doyle Robbins, 
Welding, Salt Lake City Community College, 1995. 
Robert Allen Stivers, General Business, American 
Institute of Commerce, 1997. Stephanie Lynn 
Philpott, Nursing, Connors State College, 1998. 

Associate of Science (AS) Degree 
-Wilmeth Rolbert DeHass, Pest Control, Broward 
Community College, 1979. Tommy Henry Jr., 
Advertising Design, The Art Institute, 1984. Marla 
Henry Wilson, Liberal Arts, Haskell Junior College, 

1986. Patty Johns Waldron, Medical Records 
Administration, Indian River Community College, 

1987. Ruth Marie Stewart, Pre-Law, Seminole Junior 
College, 1987. Naomi Tommie Pacheco, Data 
Processing, Pueblo Community College, 1987. 

Robert Preston Kippenberger, Photography, The Art 
Institute, 1989. Johns Braswell and Janice Kay, 

Dental Hygiene, Indian River Community College, 
1991. Marvin Osceola, Building Construction 
Technology, Indian River Community College, 1995. 
Helene Johns Clay, Nursing, South Florida 
Community College, 1996. Danielle Janine Jumper, 
Physical Therapy, Oklahoma Community College, 
1996. Joletta Kay Johns, Health Information 
Management, Indian River Community College, 

1998. Tara Osceola Courson, Science, Lake City 
Community College, 1998. Neil Baxley, Electronic 
Engineering Technology, ITT Technical Institute, 


1999. Gordon Oliver Wareham, Business 
Administration, Broward Community College, 1999. 
Billie WhiteCloud and Bobbie Jamie, Natural 
Health/Massage, Florida College of Natural Health, 
2002. 

Bachelor in Business Studies (B.B.S.) 
Degree - Larry Frank, Business Administration, 
University of Oklahoma, 1976. 

Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) Degree - Elrod 
Daniel Bowers, Political Science, Wheaton College, 
1994. Paula Lynn Bowers, Psychology, New York 
University, 1993. Billy William L Cypress, English, 
Stetson University, 1965. Tommy Henry Jr., Graphic 
Design, Ringling School of Art & Design, 1996. 
Stephanie Hiatt, Elementary Education, University of 
Sioux Falls, 1998. Connie Johns Whidden, Liberal 
Arts, Barry University, 1980. Jo Leigh Johns, Social 
Science, Florida Gulf Coast University, 1999. Alicia 
Anette Josh, Early Childhood Education, Oklahoma 
City University, 1995. James Jumper, Criminal 
Justice, Florida Atlantic University, 1988. Jerome 
Ray Jumper, Youth Ministry, Bob Jones University, 
2002. Shirley Mae Motlow, Elementary Education, 
Palm Beach Atlantic College, 1977. Theodore Scott 
Nelson Jr., Social Work, The Union Institute, 1994. 
Max B Osceola Jr., Political Science, University of 
Miami, 1974. Tina Marie Osceola, Political Science, 
Rollins College, 1989. Marie Osceola-Branch, 
Elementary Education, University of Miami, 1974. 
Billie Porter, Business Administration, University of 
Florida, 2003. Tony Sanchez, Education, St. Edwards 
University, 1982. Brenda Shore Fuller, Psychology, 
University of Northern Colorado, 1990. Jim Shore, 
History, Stetson University, 1977. Nancy Shore, 
Liberal Arts, Barry College, 1980. Kashane Tiger, 
Business Administration, Saint Leo University, 2003. 
Lee Anthony Zepeda, History, Stetson University, 
1993. 

Bachelor of Science (B.S.) Degree - Louise 
Jones Gopher, Business Management, Florida 
Atlantic University, 1970, Moses Bernard Osceola, 
Business Administration, Florida International 
University, 1979. Joe Frank, Forestry, Stephen F. 
Austin University, 1982. Andrew Jackson Bowers, 
Criminal Justice, Nova Southeastern University, 

1983. Cynthia Ann Johns Willie, Nursing, East 
Central University, 1986. Patty Johns Waldon, 
Medical Records Administration, University of 
Central Florida, 1987. Marla Henry Wilson, Nursing, 
Pittsburg State University, 1989. Willie John, History, 
Palm Beach Atlantic University, 1993. Carla Susan 
Gopher, Business Management, Florida State 
University, 1996. Stephanie Lynn Bowers, 

Elementary Education, University of Sioux Falls, 
1997. Amy Lea Cox, Education, Georgia 
Southwestern University, 1997. Nunez O’Donnell and 
Noella Dyan, Health Service, University of Central 
Florida, 1997. Jo-Lin Dawn Osceola, Business 
Management, The Union Institute, 1997. Ella Frances 
DeHass, Pre-Med, Oral Roberts University, 1998. 
Amy Johns Waldon Ashley, Social Work, Arizona 
State University, 1999. Bractcher Harmon and Donna 
Susan, Nursing, Northern Arizona University, 1999. 
Emma Vemice Johns, Sociology, Florida Atlantic 
University, 1999. Lavonne Marie Kippenberger, 
Secondary Education, New York University, 2000. 
Douglas C.Zepada, Information Studies, Florida State 
University, 2001. Stephanie Lynn Philpot, Social 
Work, Northeastern State University, 2002. Emily 
Osceola-Branch, Interdisciplinary Social Sciences, 
Florida State University, 2003. 

Master of Arts (M.A.) Degree - Billy 
William L. Cypress, Elementary Education, Arizona 
State University, 1972. Ella Frances DeHass, 

Christian Counseling, Oral Roberts University, 1995. 
Ella Frances DeHass, Substance Abuse Counseling, 
Oral Roberts University, 1996. Theodore Scott 
Nelson Jr., Mental Health Councilor, Nova 
Southeastern University, 1997. Amy Johns Waldon 
Ashley, Public Administration, Arizona State 
University, 2001. 

Master of Science (M.S.) Degree - Nancy 
Shore, Social Work, Barry College, 1981. James 
Jumper, Human Service, Nova Southeastern 
University, 1991. Connie Johns Whidden, Social 
Work, Barry University, 1993. Paula Lunn Sanchez 
Bowers, Mental Health Councilor, Nova Southeastern 
University, 1996. Nunez O’Donell and Noella Dyan, 
Science and Gerontology, Minnesota State University 
at Mankato, 1999. 

Doctorate Degree - Jim Shore, 
Jurisprudence, Stetson University, 1980. Andrew 
Jackson Bowers, Jurisprudence, St. Thomas Law 
School, 1988. 
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March Madness Invitational Shoot-Out 2004 



By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD —The March 
Madness Invitational Shoot-Out, hosted 
by Richard Osceola, got under way on 
March 4-6. Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
tossed up the jump 
ball at the first 
game, signifying 
the start of the 
event. 

The tour- 
nament featured 
some of Broward 
County and 
Miami-Dade 
County’s best 
teams. There were 
also teams from 
the Hollywood, 

Trail, and Big 
Cypress reserva- 
tions. 

The team 
that dominated the 
event was none 
other then the 
Hurricanes, a team 
consisting of 
Seminole tribal cit- 
izens from 
Hollywood and 
Trail. The team 
had an impressive 
6-0 record, until 
they faced-off against Nu Flava in the 
playoffs. 

Nu flava had to battle their way 
out of the losers bracket to play the 
Canes; not an easy task. First off, they had 
to play Two Ligit, a team that played 


them with tough, physical basketball. Nu 
Flava prevailed and beat Two Ligit 50-40. 

The next team Nu Flava faced 
was last year’s March Madness 
Champions, Push Rods. This game fea- 


tured great shooting technique, talent, and 
skill. Even though Push Rods showed 
they wanted to remain in the running for 
the championship, they could not hang on 
to the chance at the title. Nu Flava beat 
the Push Rods 58-55. 


It was time for the playoffs to 
start in this single elimination event. The 
Hurricanes did lead during the first half 
and showed Nu Flava it was not going to 
be an easy game to win. They lead the 

first quarter 15-10 
and pushed Nu 
Flava harder than 
any other team had. 

Something 
must have clicked 
for Nu Flava dur- 
ing the break 
becuase they began 
showing signs of 
life about 14 min- 
utes into the sec- 
ond quarter. Nu 
flava began to pick 
up steam and speed 
as they began to 
pass up the Canes 
in points. Nu Flava 
went on to beat the 
Canes 78-61. Nu 
Flava is this year’s 
Champion for the 
March Madness 
Invitational Shoot- 
Out 2004. 

The MVP 
Award went to 
Shawn Nelson. 
Thad Squire won a 
Free Throw Competition; Paul Joyner 
won the 3 -Point Throw, and Terrence 
Shelman won the Slam Dunk Contest. 
Congratulations everyone and we hope to 
see you next at next year’s event. 


Alexandra Frank 

Nu Flava wins first place at the March Madness Invitational Shoot-Out. 


Night of the Gladiators 




By Nery Mejicano 

COCONUT CREEK, 

FL — On Saturday Feb. 28, 
lights and music filled the box- 
ing arena of the Seminole 
Coconut Creek casino. Eight 
bouts were scheduled on the 
fight card with former Olympic 
medal winner and former 
World Boxing Organization 
heavyweight champion 
“Merciless” Ray Mercer from 
North Carolina fighting Steve 
Panell of Roanoke, Va. being 
slated as the main event. 

Mercer defeated 
Pannel in round three of the 
scheduled 10 rounds. The fight 
had to be suspended for about 
40 minutes after the first round, 
due to the ring physicians hav- 
ing to attend to Luis Villalta, 
who collapsed following his 
defeat by Ricky Quiles. 

In the undercard, 

Laura Ramsey in her pro-debut, 
defeated Jennifer Mancil of 
Clewiston, Fla., by unanimous 
decision in a four round bout. 

Charles Whittaker of Miami 
pounded Ed Goins of North 
Carolina in the first round and 
won by TKO. 

Belinda Laracuente of 

Miami, a local crowd favorite, 
defeated Iva Weston by unanimous deci- 
sion. The fight started slow, but both 


Nery Mejicano 

Middleweight fighter Laura Ramsey (left) is about to connect against Jennifer Mancil. 


fighters picked up the pace with 
Laracuente dominating the action in a 
great fight. 


OUT COLD: “Merciless” Ray Mercer makes quick work of Steve Panell. 


In his pro-debut, Edward Paredes 
of Hollywood defeated Tomas Subial of 
Miami in a four round bout. In one of the 
most exciting and action- 
filled fights of the night, in 
the flyweight division, 
Angel Priolo of Colombia 
defeated diminutive 
Mexican fighter Paulino 
Villalobos after ten rounds 
of non-stop action. The 
crowd booed the judges’ 
decision because they likely 
felt Villalobos deserved the 
win. 

In one of the most 
anticipated fights of the 
night, Robert Daniel 
Maldonado of Henderson, 
Ky., stripped the North 
American Boxing 
Association featherweight 
title from Whyber Garcia of 
Panama. Maldonado won 
by TKO in the ninth round. 
Ricky Quiles of Puerto Rico 
defeated Luis Villalta of 
Peru after 12 rounds, cap- 
turing the North American 
Boxing Association light- 
weight title. 


Nery Mejicano 


Seminole Gymnasts Show 
Their Strengths 


By Kenny Bayon 

TAMPA — The Flairs gym- 
nastics team from Davie, Fla., which 
consists of seven young Seminole girls, 
placed 1st in the Level Two and 3rd in 
the Level Three as a team at the 1 6th 
Annual Gasparilla 
Classic. 

The 

Gasparilla Classic 
is one of the 
largest gymnastics 
tournaments held 
in the U.S. The 
event was held at 
the 50,000-seat 
domed Tropicana 
Field stadium, 
home of the 
Tampa Bay Devil 
Rays baseball 
team. There were 
athletes represent- 
ing 19 different 
states and coun- 
tries including 
Canada and Spain. 

Here are 

the athletes of note 
and there accom- 
plishments. 

Raevin 

Frank placed sec- 
ond overall at the 
level 2 A Young Division Competition. 
Her strongest events were the bars with 
a score of 9.1 out of 10, which tied her 
for second, and the balance beam which 
she placed second with a score of 9.1. 

Anissa Osceola placed seventh 


overall at the level 2A Young Division 
Competition. Her best was the balance 
beam. She scored 8.7 out of 10, to finish 
forth in the event. 

Leah Cox finished second 
overall in the Level 2A Mid- Youth. Her 
best events were 
the floor, where 
she placed 1 st 
with a 9.25, and 
the balance beam 
where she placed 
3rd in the event 
with a 9.1. 

Katelyn 
Young placed 
ninth overall at 
the Level 2 A Mid- 
Youth Division. 
Her best event 
was the bars 
where she placed 
sixth with a score 
of 8.5. 

Tiana 
Young placed 
ninth overall in 
the Level 2 A Mid- 
Old Division. Her 
best score was a 
strong 8.9 on the 
balance beam. 

She finished third 
in the event. 
Anahna Sirota placed seventh 
overall in the Level 2A Old Division. 
Her best event was the floor, where she 
scored a 9.05. 

Cindi Adair placed tenth over- 
all at the Level 3A Division. 



Kenny Bayon 


Raevin Frank holding her awards 
from the 16th Annual Gasparilla 
Classic. 


Play Ball in 



Immokalee 

Story and photo by Judy Weeks 
IMMOKALEE — If you 

haven’t been out to the Collier County 
Park in Immokalee to watch the 3-5- 
year-olds play ball, you have really 
missed something. ’’Sport's Mom" 
Sheila Aguilar takes her boys, Troy 
Cantu, Elijah Billie and her nephew 
Edward Aguilar Jr., on Monday and 
Wednesday evenings for basketball. 
On Tuesday and Thursday, soccer is 
offered, which the boys also enjoy. 

These little athletes are hav- 
ing the time of their lives while begin- 
ning to learn some of life’s most valu- 
able lessons, including good sports- 
manship and self-discipline. They also 
learn that exercise is not only impor- 
tant, but can be a lot of fun. 

Swift kick for Troy Cantu (left) as 
Elijah Billie runs to get a kick in. 


Super Bowl Golf 
Tournament 2004 


By Alexandra Frank 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — 

The day was overcast and rain drizzled 
throughout the Super Bowl Golf 
Tournament, but this didn't deter the 26 
golfers who came out to play at the 
Bonaventure Golf Course. They played 
all 36 holes to win cash prizes and to 
hopefully add another notch to their 
tournament wins. 

The winners are listed below. 

Women: 1st place Linda 
Tommie and Terry Hahn, 179; 2nd 
Jackie Thompson and Brett Osceola, 
197; 3rd Loretta Micco and G. Allardce. 

Men: 1st place James Tommie 
and Jason Tommie, 148; 2nd Mitchell 
Osceola and Marcy Osceola, 149; 3rd 
Charlie Cypress and George 
Grasshopper, 151; 4th Bo Young and 
Jerry Ordis, 156; 5th Salaw 
Hummingbird and Keeno King, 170; 

6th John Madrigal and Max Tommie, 
181; 7th C Osceola and A. Tigertail, 
198; 8th Vince Micco and Ricky 
Doctor, 205; 9th S. Osceola and Joe 
Kippenburger, 209. 

Senior Men: 1st Place Max 
Osceola and Lawrence Osceola 167. 


East Men Closest to the Pin: 

#3 Charlie Cypress; #6 Jason Tommie; 
#12 James Tommie; #17 Marcy 
Osceola. 

Senior Men Closest to the 
Pin: #3 Max Osceola; #6 Max Osceola; 
#12 Lawrence Osceola. 

East Longest Drive Man - 
Mitchell Osceola; Woman - Linda 
Tommie 

Longest Drive Senior Men: 

George Grasshopper. 

West Men Closest to the Pin: 
#3 Marcy Osceola; #5 Salaw 
Hummingbird; #11 Salaw 
Hummingbird; #15 Jerry Ordis; #17 
Ricky Doctor. 

Senior Men Closest to the 
Pin: #8 Max Osceola; #11 George 
Grasshopper; #15 George Grasshopper; 
#17 George Grasshopper. 

West Women Closest to the 
Pin: #3 Terry Hahn; #5 Linda Tommie; 
#8 Terry Hahn; #11 Jackie Thompson; 
#15 Terry Hahn; #17 Linda Tommie. 

Straightest Drive Men: Man 
- Charlie Cypress; Woman - Jackie 
Thompson; Senior Men - Keeno King. 


Tragedy Strikes the Boxing Ring 



Nery Mejicano 

Luis Villalta 


By Nery Mejicano 

POMPANO BEACH, 

FL — After his fight with Ricky 
Quiles of Pembroke Pines, at the 
Coconut Creek Casino, fighter 
Luis Villalta collapsed uncon- 
scious in the dressing room and 
was taken to the trauma center of 
North Broward Medical Center in 
Pompano Beach. 

Villalta, 35, of Peru 
walked out the fight disappointed 
after loosing his North American 
Boxing Association (NABA) light- 
weight title to Quiles. He com- 
plained of a headache and then 
lost consciousness. The ring physi- 
cian, emergency technicians and 
others rushed to his side. 

On Sunday morning, he 
underwent surgery at the trauma 
unit of North Broward medical 
Center and was placed on life sup- 
port. Warrior’s Boxing Promotions 
was able to arrange an emergency 
visa and travel for his wife, 


Maribel, to come to the U.S. His 
wife and his father, Luis, were at 
his side when he died Wednesday 
March 3 early in the afternoon. 

Villalta also has a 13- 
year-old daughter and a three- 
year-old son, who remained in 
Peru. Villalta has been living in 
New Jersey for the last three years 
in his attempt to improve his rank- 
ing in the world of professional 
boxing. In July of 2003, Villalta 
defeated Martin O’Malley of 
Tacoma, Wash, for the NABA 
lightweight title. 

Warrior’s Boxing is help- 
ing coordinate Villalta ’s funeral in 
Peru and a fund was being set up 
to assist his family. Those interest- 
ed in making a contribution to this 
fund can contact Peter Kahn of 
Warrior’s Gym at (954) 985-1155. 
Our prayers are with Villalta’s 
family, as well as with Ricky 
Quiles, who has been affected by 
this loss. 


Tribal Fair Basketball 
Tournament 2004 


By Kenny Bayon 

HOLLYWOOD — Perhaps 
the fairest match-up of the Seminole 
Tribal Fair Basketball Tournament 
would have been the Hollywood men’s 
and women’s teams playing each other. 
Instead, both squads thoroughly domi- 
nated their respective opponents en 
route to first place finishes at the 10- 
tribe tournament, hosted by the 
Hollywood Seminoles on Feb. 13-14 in 
conjunction with the Tribal Fair. 

The Hollywood Hurricanes 
men’s squad, playing in its first multi- 
team competition since a first place fin- 
ish at the Native American Sports 
Association (NASA) tournament in 
Mississippi on January 9-10, won all 
four of its games convincingly. The 
closest contest was a 15-point blowout 
against the runner-ups, which also con- 
sisted of Hollywood tribal citizens. The 
final score was 69-54. 


Tony Heard led a balanced 
attack for the Hurricanes, averaging 20 
points a game for the tournament. Pete 
Osceola, Marl Osceola, Amos Huggins 
and Charlie Frye all averaged in double 
figures as well, but it was their relent- 
less defensive pressure that really 
helped them shut down their opponents. 

The Lady Seminoles were just 
as powerful, as they mercy-ruled all 
their opponents. The mercy rule, when a 
game is cut short, is applied when a 
team is trailing by 30 or more points in 
the second half. The final score was 62- 
31. 

Top scorer Lila Osceola aver- 
aged 22 points per game and was one of 
four Lady Seminoles to average in dou- 
ble figures. Francine Osceola provided 
inspiration by playing in her first game 
since sustaining an ankle injury in the 
NASA tournament, where the Lady 
Seminoles finished third. 
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Sports Ham-pa-leesh-ke Vkkopvnkv 


Mitchell Simmons Wins Florida Wrestling State Champion 





A Match-By-Match Recap of Keith 
Mitchell Simmons’ Road to the State Title 


Simmons credits the victory this year to his 
improved confidence, athleticism and strength from a 
year ago. Even after the loss at the regionals, 
Simmons said he never lost focus or faith in his abili- 
ty to win the big title. 

“I knew in my heart that I was going to 
win,” Simmons said. “I never questioned my ability. 
My coaches pushed me extra hard this week 
[between the regional and state tournaments] to pre- 
pare me for this.” 

Said Cozart: “For a big man, Keith has great 
balance, a wide array of moves and he is really great 
on his feet. Endurance, skill level and a great fighting 
spirit are what separate Keith from the other heavy- 
weights.” 

Besides Cozart’ s tutelage, Simmons also 
trained for the past three years with Eagles Assistant 
Coach Kevin Donofrio. Donofrio, owner of the 
Athletic Club in Brandon, guided Simmons’ fitness 
regimen and provided a tough sparring partner in 
practice. 

“I took a special interest in Keith and I took 
what he did very personally,” Donofrio said. “We 
shed a lot of blood, sweat and even tears together. I 
felt it was important to not only me, but to himself, 
his family and his tribe to be the best he can be. 
Whatever Keith puts his mind to; he makes sure it’s 
accomplished.” 

“Keith can absolutely wrestle in college and 
the ability to even go to the Olympics if that’s what 
he so desires. He has the ability and the heart to take 
it all the way,” he said. 

As for Simmons’ future, he’s still undecided 
on what college he’ll attend and whether he’ll even 
play sports, he is also a two-way lineman in football, 
in college. The future also holds a new wrestler 
climbing the ladder of success, younger brother 
Clayton, who is destined with his hard work and ath- 
letic ability to be a champion as well. 

For the moment, Simmons is focusing on 
preparing to compete in two final prep wrestling tour- 
naments, the high school nationals in Cleveland, Ohio 
and the junior nationals in Las Vegas, Nev. Both tour- 
naments, in April, are among the nations most presti- 
gious for high school-age wrestlers. And further 
down the line, of course, is the 2005 North American 
Indigenous Games, to be held in Buffalo, N.Y. in 
which he’ll compete in the men’s division. 

Wherever Simmons ends up, whether 
wrestling in college, or playing football, or perhaps 
even taking a shot at Olympic glory, or any other 
endeavor, you can bet that people will remember: he 
was the first Seminole tribal citizen to win a Florida 
high school state wrestling championship. 

“Mitchell is a hero in my eyes, to his family, 
and to his tribe,” said Simmons. “The dedication was 
amazing for this young man; you don’t see this 
around here that often. He did it for himself and for 
his family. This is a product of a family, always being 
together and standing by each other's side, always!" 

Ultimately, Simmons hopes his positive and 
motivational energy will filter down through the 
Seminole ranks. 

“Never give up and go hard at anything that 
you do,” Simmons said. “If you love something, keep 
trying no matter what.” 


Class 2A-Region 2 Wrestling Tournament 

Feb. 20-21, Brevard Community College, 

Titusville, Fla. 

Round 1 : After winning the Class 2A- 
District Tournament heavyweight title on Feb. 
13-14, Simmons was on a roll heading into his first 
regional match. Simmons used his favorite move, 
the Seminole Bear-Hug Slam, with back-exposure 
points, to grab a 5-0 lead in the first period against 
unrelated Kenny Mitchell of Astronaut in Titusville, 
Fla. Simmons finished off his opponent with anoth- 
er slam, followed by a pin just 1 0 seconds into the 
second period (2:10). 

Round 2: Simmons used the Bear-Hug 
Slam to take a quick 5-0 lead in the first period 
against Lake Gibson’s Brent Parsons. After Parsons 
escaped to make it 5-1, Simmons again used the 
Bear-Hug, with an inside trip, to win by pin in less 
than one-and-a-half minutes. 

Semifinals: Facing one of his toughest 
opponents this year, undefeated District Champion, 
Willie Weber of Flagler Palm Coast, Simmons 
opened the scoring with - surprise - a Bear-Hug 
takedown for a 2-0 lead. Weber escaped to make it 
2-1 at the end of the first period. After choosing to 
start the second period on the bottom, Simmons 
took a 3-1 lead with a stand-up escape, but Weber 
soon tied the score with a single-leg takedown. In 
all Florida high school wrestling matches, at the 
start of the second period, one wrestler chooses to 
start either on all fours, the bottom position, or 
kneeling behind his opponent, which is called the 
top position. 

In the third period, though, Simmons 
seemed to lose focus. First, he let Weber up to give 
his opponent a 4-3 lead. Then Simmons inexplica- 
bly slipped and Weber scored a takedown for a 6-3 
lead. Simmons escaped via a powerful stand-up to 
cut the lead to 6-4. But with about 30 seconds 
remaining and Weber on the defensive, Simmons 
lunged for a move, and slipped and fell on his back. 
Weber, who Simmons had defeated the year before 
en route to the region title, won 11-4. 

Wrestle-backs: Simmons must win the 
match against Chamberlain’s Garrett Gibbins from 
Tampa, to qualify for the state tournament. With 
their seasons on the line, neither wrestler scored in 
the first period. Simmons started the second period 
on top and used a reverse cradle to expose his oppo- 
nent’s back for a 3-0 lead. Simmons followed up 
with a near-side cradle to go up 6-0, and almost 
scored a pin as time ran out. Simmons continued his 
dominance in the third period, finishing with a 9-1 
victory and earned his third straight trip to the state 
tournament. The dream remained alive! 

Consolation Match (for 3rd and 4th 
place): In a rematch against Lake Gibson’s Parsons, 
Simmons easily won again, but this time was a 
tougher match as Parsons was avoiding Simmons’ 
strength and really trying not to make mistakes. 
Simmons started the match with a quick takedown 
via a high crotch single as he rode him out to close 
out the 1 st period. The 2nd was more of the same a 
Simmons gave up an escape only to quickly take- 
down Parsons with a Duck under for a 4- 1 lead. The 
only points Parsons was able to score were by 


escapes, giving Simmons a 6-2 win, to finish third 
in the region. On to Lakeland, Fla. ! 

Florida State Championships 
Feb. 26-28, Lakeland Center 

Round 1 : Simmons attacked his opponent; 
Juan Kelly of Ridgeview from Orange Park with a 
record of 15-7 record. He used his patented 
Seminole Bear Hug Takedown to grab a quick 2-0 
lead. Kelly squirmed to his knees, but Simmons 
then used an arm bar followed by a head-and-arm 
lock to power Kelly to his back for a 1 -minute-3 6- 
second pin. 

Round 2: Simmons faced his first true test 
of the state tournament in Venice’s Adrian Bull, a 
regional champion with a 38-2 record. Both 
wrestlers seem equally powerful, and neither gained 
an advantage until Simmons used a double under- 
hook and an inside trip to take a 2-0 lead with 1 5 
seconds remaining in the first period. Simmons 
escaped in the second period to go up 3-0, and hang 
on for 3-1 victory. 

Semifinals: Just one match away from the 
title bout, Simmons faced another regional champi- 
on in Port St. Lucie’s Dominic Dawson, a senior 
with a 3 1 -5 record. Both grapplers seem equally 
matched as neither scored in the first period. 
Simmons gained the first lead in the second period, 
with a one-point escape. Then each big man was 
alternately penalized one point for stalling, keeping 
Simmons up 2- 1 after the second round. The deci- 
sive third period started with Dawson on the bottom 
position, and he escaped to tie the score 2-2. Then, 
with less than two minutes to decide his fate, 
Simmons used a head-and-underhook move to 
throw Dawson to his knees; Simmons than scooted 
around him for the takedown and 4-2 advantage. 
Dawson added more drama by escaping with 10 
seconds remaining, but Simmons held on to win 4-3 
and reach the state title match for the second con- 
secutive year. 

Championship Match: One victory away 
from fulfilling his ultimate high school goal, 
Simmons faced his third straight regional champ in 
Riche Rosabella from Baron Collier High in Naples, 
Fla., who enters the bout with a 35-2 record. 
Rosabella surprised Simmons in the first period by 
executing a single-leg takedown to go up 2-0. But 
in the second period, Rosabella made a key strategic 
mistake by choosing the bottom position against 
Simmons “The Silent Giant.” From the top position, 
Simmons immediately started to work different cra- 
dle combinations. 

In the move of the night, Simmons faked a 
near-side cradle and instead went over Rosabella’s 
back to wraps him up in a far- side cradle. After 
nearly pinning Rosabella with the cradle, Simmons 
was up 3-2 heading into the third period. In the 
third period, Simmons used a powerful stand-up to 
escape from the bottom and take a 4-2 lead. 
Simmons was then called for stalling, trimming the 
lead to 4-3. As the final seconds winded down, 
Simmons fought off Rosabella’s last shot at a single 
leg takedown and held on to become the first 
Seminole tribal citizen ever to win a high school 
state wrestling title in Florida. 


Simmons becomes first 
Seminole to win Florida 
high school wrestling title 


Kenny Bayon 

Keith Mitchell Simmons holds the 2004 State Championship bracket and waves in celebration of his 
victory. 


By Kenny Bayon, C.FT and Wrestling coach for 
Team Florida 

LAKELAND, FL — About four years ago, 
Keith Simmons took his oldest son, Mitchell 
Simmons, then a high school freshman, to meet with 
fabled Brandon High wrestling coach, Russ Cozart. 
Keith Simmons wanted his son, who had no previous 
organized grappling experience, to wrestle at 
Brandon. And if there was any prep coach in the U.S. 
who could quickly turn a novice wrestler into a 
champion it was Cozart. 

Cozart, who at that point had won nine state 
titles at Brandon High, had coached many an individ- 
ual champions at both Tampa’s Chamberlain High 
and Brandon. And when he looked Simmons up and 
down that fateful day in 2000, Cozart recalls, he 
knew Simmons had the potential for prep glory. 

“He was a big and athletic young man,” 
Cozart said. “I knew there was something special 
about him.” 

Simmons immediately took Cozart’ s vision 
to heart, and soon began working toward the lofty 
goal of becoming state champion. Finally, on Feb. 28, 
Simmons, a senior, fulfilled his vision quest by win- 
ning the Class 2A heavyweight state title at the 
Lakeland Center with a 4-3 victory against Riche 
Rosabella, from Baron Collier High School in 
Naples, Fla. 

In the process, Simmons ingrained himself 
in local Seminole sports lore by becoming the first 
tribal citizen to win a Florida high school wrestling 
title. 

“It feels awesome to be the first Seminole to 
accomplish this,” Simmons said. “I feel that it has 
brought ‘positiveness’ to the tribe. I feel like I am a 
role model to the young Seminole tribal members 
because of the goals that I have not only set, but 
accomplished.” 


Tampa Tribune, reprinted with permission 

Keith Mitchell “The Silent Giant” Simmons celebrates winning the Florida State Championship. 


“Four years of sacrifice was worth it, espe- 
cially after last year placing second,” he said. 

Simmons almost pulled off the feat last year, 
losing 4-3 in the Class 2A title match. Almost as soon 
as the match was finished, he vowed to work as hard 
as possible for the next year to join the ever-growing 
ranks of Brandon state champions. 

Instead of relaxing during his summer break, 
he spent endless hours running, lifting weights and, 
most importantly, wrestling in top-notch competi- 
tions, including a trip to Winnipeg, Canada for the 
2003 North American Indigenous Games, in which he 
won a gold medal for Team Florida and the Seminole 
Tribe. 


“He set an example that just because the 
money is coming in, it doesn’t mean you just sit back 
and wait for it,” said Mitchell’s mother, Mira 
Simmons. “He set up and accomplished meaningful 
goals. He makes our tribe proud because of his 
accomplishments. He set a great example to the 
younger tribal members.” 

Simmons’ rigorous summer training paid off 
nicely, as he finished second at the Walsh Ironman 
Tournament in December, arguably the nation’s 
toughest prep wrestling tournament. He also won the 
Hillsborough County championship. Simmons contin- 
ued to dominate into the postseason, rolling to the 
Class 2A-District title. 

Although he faced a minor stumbling block 
in the regional tournament, finishing third, Simmons 
bounced back to win four straight matches at the 
state tournament. He was one of six Brandon 
wrestlers to capture state titles this year, and that rich 
school heritage - combined with his Seminole pride 
- made the victory especially sweet; and even essen- 
tial. 

“Keith wrestling for Brandon was an advan- 
tage because all of the others had won and he didn’t 
want to be the one to lose,” Cozart said. “That was 
his mental attitude before the match. Wrestling is 90 
percent mental and 10 percent physical. Plus, it was 
his last high school match [in Florida], and he want- 
ed to go out good.” 

“The lessons that Mitch can teach the 
younger athletes on my team and to his tribal mem- 
bers is to never give up. To the kids, if you put your 
mind to it, apply yourself everyday to not only 
wrestling, but to whatever you want in life, you can 
be a champion as well,” he continued. 


Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 
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Rodeo ❖ Ko-waa-ye Esh-ham-pa-leesh-ke ❖ Curakko Ohapoketv 


Seminole Wind Horse Club 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — For many years, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida has practiced community 
awareness around their reservations. They have 
become involved in not only civic projects, but 
schools, clubs and sporting events. This has helped to 
develop an understanding relationship with their 
neighbors and promotes family values. 


The Hollywood Recreation Department has 
a close bond with Hollywood Horse Club, and 
Brighton and Big Cypress both have a bond with the 
Clewiston Riding Club, in their activities. 

Six years ago, 

Immokalee Council 
Representative, Elaine Aguilar 
was instrumental in the forma- 
tion of the Seminole Wind 
Horse Club. The membership 
has grown and now includes not 
only Collier County, but the sur- 
rounding counties as well. This 
year it became necessary to 
expand their monthly show date 
to encompass two days due to 
the great success of the club. 

The Henry family of 
Big Cypress has been active 
members of The Seminole Wind 
Horse Club for the past five 
years along with many other 
tribal citizens and their depend- 
ents. Each of them have repeat- 
edly placed in their age group 
and taken home a portion of the 
year-end awards. Nauthkee 
Henry won the Pee Wee Saddle 
in the 2001-2002 season, and 
last year Courtney Gore of 
Brighton took home the 
Winning Saddle in the same cat- 


egory. 

This season the Seminole Tribe has three 
contenders for the saddle awards. Ayze Henry has 
thrown her hat in the ring for the Senior Saddle and is 
working hard to achieve her goal. A current look at 
the points for the season shows that she is “smoking” 
the competition. She hasn’t missed a show, and not 
only competes in all of the events, but has placed 
high on her scores. With the points she has 
accumulated to date, she can take a deep 
breathe and smell that new leather saddle. 

In the Junior Division, Justina Billie 
has her eye on the saddle and is riding to win. 
She will be hard to beat. With only two shows 
to go, “J.J.” and her horse, Hillbilly, are in the 
lead and riding hard to stay there. She hasn’t 
even looked back over her shoulder to check 
on her competition. A smart person would 
place their money on J.J. to win. 

In the PeeWee Division, it is a com- 
pletely different story. The Seminole Wind 
Horse Club’s show season begins in Oct. and 
runs through April. Chelsey Ford is a resident 
of the Immokalee Reservation and daughter of 
tribal citizen and Preschool Center Manager, 
Michelle Ford. She decided to run for the 
PeeWee Saddle at the first show. The competi- 
tion has been close from the beginning. At the 
end of each month, the rider in the lead has 
been changing. This is one race that probably 
will be won in the last event at the last show. 

The Seminole Wind Horse Club 
meets at the John Jimmie Memorial Arena in 
Immokalee each month from Oct. through 
April. Their “Speed Events” take place on the 
first Saturday of each month. Performance Exhibits 
take place on the second Saturday of each month. For 
additional information you may contact Curtis Weeks 
Sr. at (239) 455-7229. 



Judy Weeks 


Justina Billie (left) and Ayze Henry relax between events. 



Judy Weeks 


Ayze Henry, Wind Horse Club member, shows off her 
horseback riding talents. 


HAVE YOU BEEN 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 
Criminal Infractions inh.ii Membtr^hi., <>ri>kia 


As a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless monev 

w 

recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring of n lawyer is mi import mi I decision that should not he 
bused solely upon advertisements.. Before you decide, msk us to send 
yon free written in forma lion about our qualifications and experience. 


INJURED? 



Anthonv "Tony" Scales^ 


EIRA Crowns New Rodeo Queens 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — At the Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) Brighton 
Field Day Rodeo, two new queens were 
crowned for the 2004 rodeo season. Held on 
Friday Feb. 20, each contestant was judged 
on their horsemanship skills, 
question/answer, and overall appearance. 

Ayze Henry earned the title of 2004 
Eastern Indian Rodeo Queen and Leanna 
Billie received the first runner up title. 

Trina Bowers, outgoing 2003 EIRA 
Rodeo Queen, thanked the EIRA, and her 
family and friends for all of their support dur- 
ing her reign. She also shared with the crowd 
what a wonderful experience she has had. 

For the first time ever, the EIRA 
also held a Junior Rodeo Queen contest, 
mainly because there were so many young 
females participating in the association. This 
gives the young contestants a chance to gain 
exposure and experience if they decide to 
compete for the EIRA Queen title in the 
future. 

Congratulations to Shelby Osceola 
for being crowned the first EIRA Junior 
Rodeo Queen. 



Emma Brown 


Ayze Henry, 2004 EIRA Rodeo Queen 


EIR A Brighton Field Day Rodeo Results 


Kids Rodeo 

Mutton Busting: 1. Sean Osceola; 2. 
Donavin Jumper; 3. Jobe Johns and Yopalakiyo 
Osceola. 

Calf Riding: 1. Frank Huff; 2. Josh Johns; 

3. Blevyns Jumper. 

Pony Riding: 1. Jacoby Johns; 2. William 

Bearden. 

Barrels 4-8 years old: 1. Acealyn 
Youngblood; 2. Reagen Whitecloud; 3. Kalgary 
Johns; 4. Andre Jumper. 

Barrels 9-12 years old: 1. Zane 
Decheneaux; 2. Nauthkee Henry; 3. Ethan Gopher; 4. 
Chebon Gooden. 

Barrels 13-18 years old: 1. Leanna Billie; 
2. Jade Braswell; 

Junior Bull Riding: 1. Ethan Gopher; 2. 
Justin Aldridge. 


Sanctioned Rodeo 

Bareback Riding: 1. Shawn Best; 2nd 
Adam Turtle. 

Saddle Bronc Riding: 1 . Robert 
Youngblood; 2. Shawn Best. 

Calf Roping: 1. Happy Jumper; 2. Naha 
Jumper; 3. J.W. Ball; 4. Jason Grasshopper. 

50 and older Roping: 1. Moses Jumper Jr.; 
2. Jonah Cypress. 

Women’s Breakaway: 1. Pauletta Bowers; 

2. Shelby Osceola; 3. Billie Tiger. 

Team Roping: 1. J.W. Ball/Jean Edmo; 2. 
Josh Jumper/Naha Jumper; 3. Marvin Bowers/Trina 
Bowers; 4. Robbie Chalfant/Sampson Gopher; 5. 
Reno Osceola/Rodney Osceola. 

Barrel Racing: 1. Tess Ducheneaux; 2. 
Renee Smith; 3. Renee Smith. 

Bull Riding: 1. Shawn Best; 2. Koty Brugh; 

3. Shawn Best Jr. 


2004 EIRA Rodeo Schedule 


Junior Cypress Rodeo in Big Cypress - 
Saturday March 27th 

Kids Rodeo: 5 p.m.; Sanctioned Rodeo: 7 

p.m. 

Brighton Field Day Rodeo - Saturday April 

10th 

Kids Rodeo: 5 p.m.; Sanctioned Rodeo: 7 

p.m. 

Cinco de Mayo Rodeo in Immokalee - 
Saturday May 1 

Kids Rodeo: 5 p.m.; Sanctioned Rodeo: 7 

p.m. 

Sports Festival Rodeo in Hollywood - 


Saturday May 2 

Kids Rodeo: 5 p.m.; Sanctioned Rodeo: 7 

p.m. 

Josiah Johns Memorial Rodeo in Brighton - 
Saturday July 3 

Kids Rodeo: 5 p.m.; Sanctioned Rodeo: 7 

p.m. 

Hollywood Rodeo - Saturday July 24 
Kids Rodeo: 5 p.m.; Sanctioned Rodeo: 7 

p.m. 

Clewiston Rodeo - Saturday August 7 
Kids Rodeo: 5 p.m.; Sanctioned Rodeo: 7 

p.m. 


Bill Osceola All-Indian Memorial Rodeo 




By Tabitha Osceola 

DAVIE, FL — Even though the rodeo 
grounds on the Hollywood reservation no longer 
exists; the Bill Osceola All-Indian Memorial Rodeo 


Tabitha Osceola 

Naha Jumper (back) and Kalgary Johns, winner of two 
saddles for Mutton Busting and Barrels. 


was still a part of the 2004 Tribal Fair. This year, the 
rodeo was held at the Bergeron Rodeo in Davie, Fla. 

Native Americans from all over the country 
traveled to Florida annually for this special rodeo, but 
this year there was a twist. Instead of only one 
performance, the rodeo consisted of two perform- 
ances. The average winners received a saddle, 
which was given out by the Board 
Representatives David Dehass, Johnny Jones, and 
Paul Bowers. The winners are listed below. 
Barrels 
4-8 years old 

Kalgary Johns 
9-12 years old 

Zane Ducheneaux 
13 - 18 years old 

Shyla Johns 
Mutton Busting 

Kalgary Johns 
Calf Riding 

JJ Johns 
Bareback Riding 

Shawn Best 
Saddle Bronc Riding 
Shawn Best 
Steer Wrestling 

Naha Jumper 
Calf Roping 

Naha Jumper 
Women’s Breakaway 
Renee Smith 
Team Roping 

Howard Edmunson/Corbin Warren 

Women’s Barrels 

Tess Ducheneaux 
Bull Riding 

Alfonso Francis 
Junior Bull Riding 

Ethan Gopher 
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2004 Swamp Cabbage Festival 




By Iretta Tiger 

LA BELLE, FL — 

On Saturday Feb. 28, the 
annual parade kicked off the 
2004 Swamp Cabbage 
Festival. Several hundred peo- 
ple braved the early morning 
chill to enjoy the festivities. 

The festival takes place dur- 
ing the last weekend of Feb. 
for four days 

Miss Seminole 
Cherelee Hall, Jr. Miss 
Seminole Brittney Smith, 

Brighton Rodeo Queen Ayze 
Henry, Jr. Rodeo Queen 
Shelby Osceola, Little Mr. 

Seminole Rudy Juarez IV, and 
Little Miss Seminole Rumor 
Juarez all appeared at the fes- 
tival to represent the Seminole 
Tribe. 

After the parade, the 
festival officially began. Gator 
meat delicacies and armadillo 

races were some of the more unusual exhibits among Ulc vc ““ urs ‘ "““F* aruunu Ulc lc 1 ^ Ivai ’ 11 . was 

° hard not to notice there were several Seminole 

jackets worn by non- tribal citizens. There was 
an enthusiastic interest in Seminole culture. 

Festival events took place throughout 
La Belle, Fla. The Bison Productions dancers, 
who also performed at the 2004 Seminole Tribal 
Fair, performed at the rodeo arena. 

The Seminole royalty were among the 
attendees who enjoyed the festival. 

“This is my first time at the festival,” 
said Jr. Miss Brittney Smith, “I’m having fun.” 

The princesses had their photos taken 
and were asked about the tribe. It was encourag- 
ing to hear questions about Seminole culture, 
and not about casinos. As Miss Seminole 
Cherelee Hall explored the festival, two things 
became obvious; she is courteous and approach- 
able. 


Photo By: Hendry Glades Sunday News, Raoul Dataller 

Seminole Princesses and Rodeo Queen greet the crowd from the float. 
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Iretta Tiger 

Miss Seminole Cherelee Hall answers questions from 
the curious public. 


“I like when they ask about our cul- 
ture,” Hall said. “The people here really want to 
know about us.” 


SunFest Takes New Approach to Entertainment 


Submitted by Susan Grubbs and Kathleen 
Grinney 

WEST PALM BEACH, FL — SunFest is 
not just your parent’s festival - at least that’s what 
people will realize as organizers unveil the five-day 
event’s entertainment lineup. SunFest 2004, sched- 
uled for April 28-May 2 along the Flagler Drive 
waterfront in downtown West Palm Beach, will fea- 
ture more than forty national and local acts on three 
stages. 

While Florida’s largest music, art and water- 
front festival is booking more hot “youthful” acts this 
year, other audiences will be pleased with the classic 
rock, jazz and international performers. Entertainers 
booked for SunFest include Fuel, Fountains of 
Wayne, Hootie & the Blowfish, Buddy Guy with 
Double Trouble, Peter Frampton, Chaka Kahn, 
Guitars & Saxes, Joss Stone and The Johnny Clegg 
Band featuring the music of Juluka and Savuka. 


Watch for more headliners to be announced 
in the coming weeks. The complete SunFest enter- 
tainment schedule, including local musicians, will be 
available beginning March 25 at 
http ://www. sunfest. com. 

Advance discount tickets for SunFest 2004 
are on sale now at http://www.sunfest.com, and at the 
SunFest Store located at 525 Clematis Street in down- 
town West Palm Beach. Advance discount tickets are 
$14 for one day and $40 for a five-day pass. Seniors 
65 and older pay only $8 at the gate for a one-day 
ticket. Children 12 and younger are admitted free. 
Additional ticket outlets will be announced in March. 

For more information about SunFest, contact 
Susan Grubbs, Communications Coordinator, or 
Kathleen Grinney, Marketing Manager at (561) 659- 
5980, 1-800-SUNFEST, or visit the website at 
www.sunfest.com. 






Your Money 


Shopping on 

By Ken Goosens 

Editor s note. Ken Goosens works for the Seminole 
Tribe in the Loan Department and counsels tribal cit- 
izens on loans and their credit. The opinions he 
expresses are his own. 

H ave you used the Internet for shopping? If not, 
you are missing a good opportunity to shop 
more conveniently, get better selection, 
research the best price, and save 
money. 

Recently I had to replace the 
toner cartridge for my home printer. 

The most economical toner cartridge 
for me to buy is the high-capacity 
model called 13X. Many stores carry 
the lower capacity 13 A but few have 
the 13X. The lowest price I could find 
was about $91, not including sales 
tax, at OfficeMax. By checking 
Internet sources, I purchased the car- 
tridge and saved $20, including the 
cost of shipping 

Last year I wanted to get a copy of 
a book that was scheduled to be released in Oct., 
which was a new edition of a 1300 page reference 
book that I use. The book was listed for about $60, 
but wasn’t in local book stores in late Oct. The local 
stores also wanted to charge the list price to order this 
new book. 

I checked Amazon.com and 
BamsandNoble.com, two sites that aggressively sell 
books on the Internet. Bams and Noble, which ran a 
special with free shipping on orders of more than 
$25, had the book available at a discounted price of 
$48. They also offered an additional five percent off 
for people with their store card. I saved money and 
got the book sooner than I could locally. 

In the last four years, I have ordered not 
only books and computer supplies, but clothes, hotel 
reservations, seeds, cameras, and tickets for airlines 
and events. Airlines, such as JetBlue, offer a special 
discount for online orders. Hotels, such as Red Roof 
Inn, mn “Red Hot Deals” that can save you 20 per- 
cent off what you can get by phoning in a reservation. 

When the Florida Marlins baseball team first 
put World Series tickets on sale, some people camped 
a day in advance outside the stadium ticket office, 
only to find that online orders had scooped up most 
of the tickets before many waiting in line had a 
chance to even get to the ticket window. 

Many stores keep an e-mail list of cus- 
tomers, and send out the earliest announcements of 
their limited, super-specials via e-mail. For example, 
Calvert Woodley, a wine shop in Washington, DC, 
sent an e-mail announcement late one Saturday night 
for two wines. You couldn’t order these wines over 
the Internet, but only the Internet customers knew 
about them. The store opened at 1 0 a.m. Monday, and 
by noon all 225 cases of wine had been sold, with 
most of the orders coming over the telephone. Local 
wine stores that routinely sell out of specials 
announced over the Internet include Leon’s in Miami, 
Wine Warehouse in Boca Raton, and Wine Watch in 
Ft. Lauderdale. 


the Internet 

Another great advantage of the Internet is 
how easily price comparisons can be done. For exam- 
ple, when CompUSA, an electronics retailer, 
announced a digital camera at $899, a check of prices 
on the Internet showed you could buy the identical 
camera for $799. 

Some great Internet sites specialize in price 
comparisons. One of the best is PriceGrabber.com. 
You simply select or search for the particular item 
you want to buy, and PriceGrabber will list the prices 
of Internet venders for you. After you 
enter your zip code, PriceGrabber will 
also figure any taxes and shipping 
charges as well. 

Another useful service 
PriceGrabber provides is vendor ratings. 
You can see the overall rating for each 
site and even read the particular evalua- 
tions users have provided. Sometimes 
it’s better to select not the vendor with 
the lowest price, but the lowest priced 
vendor who provides good service to 
the customers, such as prompt delivery 
of undamaged goods. 

Often I’ve ended up buying an 
item at a local store after checking on the Internet, 
because the local store did have the best deal. But 
only by checking on the Internet did I know that the 
local price was especially good. 

How do you pay on the Internet? Generally, 
you have to give your credit card or check card num- 
ber. Is that really safe? I have never had a single 
problem since I started ordering about four years ago. 
But do be careful to use reputable places that have a 
track record of reliable service. 

Nothing beats the convenience of shopping 
from your own home, at stores that never close, with- 
out having to drive some place. Some things I still 
prefer to buy at bricks- and-mortar stores, such as pro- 
duce at a grocery store, where I need to select what I 
am getting. But the Internet has now established itself 
as a reliable and cost-effective way to shop that the 
savvy shopper should not be missing. 


Homebuyer Education Class 

sponsored by the: 

Seminole Loan Department & Adult Education 

Wednesday, March 24, 1-5 pm 
Hollywood, DSO Building Room 220 
(second floor - refreshments will be provided) 
To enroll contact Ken Goosens 
ph: 954-966-6300 ext. 1287 
email: kgoosens@semtribe.com 
For people interested in borrowing money for a 
mortgage, to buy, build or renovate a house, 
both on and off the reservation. Tribal mem- 
bers, spouses and employees may attend. How 
to qualify for a loan, fix problems with debts and 
credit history, avoid making costly mistakes and 
get financial assistance. 





DARLENE QUINN HAS AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER WORKING WITH FIRST BANK OF INDIANTOWN FOR 


SEMINOLE & MICCOSUKEE TRIBAL 
MEMBERS & TRIBE EMPLOYEES 
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Maroone Auto Plaza 

ON PINES/HOLLYWOOD BLVD. JUST WEST OF UNIVERSITY DRIVE 


CHEVY * NISSAN - ESUZU * K I A - 
CUSTOM VANS * USED CARS 


CALL 

FOR 

SPECIAL 

PRICING 


DARLENE T. QUMN 





954 - 609-6922 


STORE HOURS: M DNDAY-5ATU R DAY 9-S * 5UMDAY Il-G * SERVICE HOURS: HONDAY-FRIDAY 7-7 * SATURDAY 7-3 
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Job Opportunities 


For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at 954-967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, Drug Screening is a requirement of employment, 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


Hollywood 

Position: Budget Analyst 
Department: Accounting 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Human Resources Manager 
Department: Human Resources 
Position opens: 2/23/04 
Position closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with experience and qualifications 

Position: Reservations Human Resources Manager 
Department: Human Resources 
Position opens: 2/23/04 
Position closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with experience and qualifications 



Position: Fixed Asset Accountant 
Department: Accounting 
Position opens: 12/22/03 
Position closes: 1/12/04 

Salary: $30,000-$37,000 annually, with benefits 

Position: Assistant Billing Clerk 
Department: Utilities 
Position opens: 2/17/04 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary: $20,800 annually, with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist 
Department: Health 
Position opens: 1/12/04 
Position closes: 1/26/04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Network Administrator 
Department: Information Systems 
Position opens: 11/24/03 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience. 

Position: Dental Assistant (P/T) 

Department: Health 
Position Opens: 1/26/04 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary: $19,968-$26,291 

Position: Outreach Worker 
Department: CAA 
Position opens: 2/9/04 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Secretary 

Department: Treasurer’s Office 

Position opens: 2/23/04 

Position closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Building and Grounds 
Position opens: 3/1/04 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary: $16,640 with benefits 

Position: Vehicle and Equipment Coordinator, Fixed 
Asset 

Department: Accounting 

Position opens: 12/22/03 

Position closes: 1/12/04 

Salary: $20,800-$24,960 with benefits 

Position: A/R Billing Clerk 
Department: Accounting 
Position opens: 2/23/04 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary: $23,400 with benefits 

Position: Grounds Maintenance Foreman 
Department: Recreation 
Position opens: 2/23/04 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary: $31,200 with benefits 

Position: Transfer Station Operator Trainee (2) 

Department: Utilities 

Position opens: 2/23/04 

Position closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 with benefits 

Position: Librarian/Reporter 
Department: Communications 
Position opens: 2/9/04 
Position closes: When filled 

Salary: $29,120 with benefits; negotiable with experi- 
ence 

Big Cypress 

Position: Tour Guide 
Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position opens: 10/13/03 
Position closes: 10/27/03 
Salary: $7.50 per hour with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate (F/T and P/T) 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position opens: 10/21/03 
Position closes: 11/3/03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits. 

Position: Assistant to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Office 

Department: Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position opens: 2/23/04 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary: $20,800 with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Building and Grounds 
Position opens: 2/9/04 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary: $16,640 with benefits 


Position: Transfer Station Operator Trainee (2) 

Department: Utilities 

Position opens: 2/23/04 

Position closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 with benefits 

Position: Administrator 
Department: Emergency Services 
Position opens: 12/01/03 
Position closes: 12/15/03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Fuel Truck Driver/Line Person 
Department: Aviation 
Position opens: 1/5/04 
Position closes: 1/19/04 
Salary: $18,720 with benefits 

Position: Water Sampler 
Department: Water Resources 
Position opens: 1/12/04 
Position closes: 1/26/04 
Salary: $21,840 with benefits 

Position: Elementary Education Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available. 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Bus Driver 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position opens: 1/19/04 
Position closes: When filled 

Position: Food Preparation and Service Associate 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position opens: 10/27/03 

Position closes: 11/10/03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position opens: 11/3/03 
Position closes: 11/17/03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position opens: 10/21/03 
Position closes: 11/3/03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Elementary Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Brighton 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position: Still available 
Salary: $18,700 with benefits 

Video Programmer (P/T) 

Department: Broadcasting 
Position: Still available 
Salary: $8 per hour 

Sales Associate (F/T and P/T) 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position opens: 10/21/03 
Position closes: 11/3/03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Kindergarten Teacher (P/T, Temporary) 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-l p.m. 

Department: Education 
Position opens: 2/23/04 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary $ 1 8 per hour 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position opens: 10/21/03 
Position closes: 11/3/03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position opens: 1/5/04 
Position closes: 1/19/04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher Aide (3) 

Department: Preschool 
Position opens: 8/18/03 
Position closes: 9/2/03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits and education 

Position: Water Resources Management Coordinator 
Department: Water Resources 
Position: Still available 
Salary: $30,000 with benefits 

Position: Heavy Equipment Mechanic 
Department: Natural Resource Program 
Position opens: 10/27/03 
Position closes: 11/10/03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Secretary/Assistant Project Director 
Department: Community Care for the Elderly 
Position opens: 2/17/04 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Bus Driver 
Department: Education 
Position opens: 1/26/04 
Position closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Immokalee 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Cultural/Language Instructor 
Department: Culture Education 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Recreation 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Position: Transfer Station Operator Trainee (2) 

Department: Utilities 

Position opens: 2/23/04 

Position closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 with benefits 

Position: Teacher I 
Department: Preschool 
Position opens: 11/24/03 
Position closes: 12/08/03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 
Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee (1) 


Police Jobs 


Position: Police Officer 

Starting Salary: $39,591.00 

Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, Immokalee 

Police Officer position available. Must already have/his/her 

certification. Needs to be a citizen or have alien resident 

card, 1 9 years or older, with a high school diploma or 

GED. Shift work. Benefits include PPO Health Insurance, 

Life Insurance, 40 IK, Take Home Car Program, Clothing 

Allowance. If you are interested please call (954) 967- 

8900. 

Tribune Jobs 


Positions Available at The Seminole Tribune! 

Interested in writing articles and covering 
events for the Seminole Tribe of Florida? The 
Seminole Tribune currently has positions available. 
Each position offers a competitive salary, flexible 
working hours, and a chance to travel. 

Freelance Reporter: Write stories and 
cover events. For example, if you live in Brighton, 
generally you will cover events there, or ones that are 
close by. Basic 35mm and/or digital camera experi- 
ence are needed. A good understanding of grammar 
rules and solid writing skills are important. A valid 
driver's license is required. Strong computer skills 
needed (Windows/MS Office, Word). 

If you would like more information, please 
call the Human Resources Department at (954) 967- 
3403, or The Seminole Tribune at (954) 967-3416. 


Department: Utilities 
Position: Still available 
Salary: $18,700 with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist/Health Educator 
Department: Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Emergency Services 

Position: Fire Inspector/Public Education Specialist 
Location: Big Cypress and Other Reservations 
Salary: $38,000. (negotiable) Plus Benefits 

Responsibilities include: Fire safety inspec- 
tions of fire suppression and notification systems, 
new construction, existing occupancies and hazardous 
material sites. Manage Hazardous Material Program. 
Provide presentations on fire safety to educate the 
public and employees of the Tribe. Accept other 
duties as required. Essential for satisfactory perform- 
ance are: good communication skills (verbal and 
written), the ability to work with the public in a cour- 
teous manner, the ability to work in a “self directed” 
environment, a working knowledge of the National 
Fire Protection Agency’s Life Safety Code, State 
Building Codes including the rules and regulations of 
the State Fire Marshal’s Office and the ability to 
research and comprehend technical material. Ability 
to travel between all Reservations (Statewide) is 
mandatory. 

Minimum Qualifications: Current State of 
Florida Fire Inspector Certification, experience con- 
ducting Fire Inspections and working with the public. 

*Preference will be given to candidates pos- 
sessing State of Florida Firefighter Certification, rele- 
vant college degrees and certifications plus extensive 
Fire Inspection/Public Education experience. 

Other Requirements: High School Diploma, Valid 
Florida Driver’s License, Ability to pass an extensive 
Background Investigation and Drug Screen 


Notice 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court Department 
SUFFOLK Division 
[SEAL] 

Docket No. 03D1739 

Summons By Publication 

Ernst Cherry , Plaintiff(s) 
v. 

Mvriam Cherry . Defendant(s) 

To the above named Defendant(s): 

A Complaint has been presented to this 
Court by the Plaintiff(s), Mvriam Cherry , seeking a 


divorce . 

You are required to serve upon Dane M. 
Shulman. Esq. - plaintiff(s) - attorney for plaintiffs) 
- whose address is 1596 Blue Hill Avenue, Mattapan. 
MA 02126 you answer on or before April L 2004 . If 
you fail to do so, the court will proceed to the hearing 
and adjudication of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer in the office of the 
Register of this Court at Boston . 

Witness, John M. Smoot , Esquire, First 
Justice of said Court at Boston , this 23rd day of 
January 2004 . 

Publication: in Hollywood. Florida 

[SIG] Richard Iannella 
Register of Probate Court 


South Florida Institute 
of Sports Medicine 3 

DeSimone Sf Moya, M.D, F.A. 

DeSimone * Moya » Haas • Bodner > Davie 

Weston Foot and Ankle, Inc. 

Slieinberg * Bollo * Felton • Lotufo 



* HIYIO'S/PPO'S 

• MOTOR VEHICLE 
ACCIDENTS 

* WORKERS COMP, 

* MEDICARE ACCEPTED 

• INFANTS * CHILDREN 
TEENS • ADULTS 

Se Habla Espanol 
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EVENING HOURS 


Sports and Overuse Injuries 
Pediatric Orthopaedics 
Arthroscopic Surgery of: 

(Foot, Ankle, Knee, Shoulder, Elbow and Wrist) 

Knee Ligament Reconstruction 

Rotator Cuff/Injuries/Tennis Elbow 

Ankle Injuries and Arthritis 

Meek and Back Injuries 

Foot and Ankle Surgery 

Bunion and Hammertoe Correction 

Heel and Arch Pain 

Carpel Tunnel Surgery 

Fractures and Sprains 

Flat Feet 

In Grown Toenail (Permanent Correction) 
Joint Replacement Surgery 


24-HOUR EMERGENCY 
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Happy Birthday 


In Memory 


In Memory of Freeman Osceola 

My nephew, God sent his angels to take 
you home. 

I’m almost positive that your late brothers 
Herman Osceola, Roger Tucker, Gilbert 
“Gibby” Bowers and your father were 
there to greet you with smiles as bright 
and beautiful as a sweet sunny day. 

You have left us with so many beautiful 
and precious memories. 

Treasures we will cherish forever. 


Your family loves you and misses you. . . 
especially your mom. 

I’ll miss your encouragements whenever 
my journey became weary. 

But it was written, in the book of life. . . 

Freeman Osceola, 9/19/1963 - 2/12/2004 
God’s plan and will for you was fulfilled. 

Till we meet again. . . Rest in Peace 
With Love, 

Your Aunt, A.T. 


Congratulations 


Jesse E. Mitchell Eric Jaden Puente 

Happy, happiest birthday to our March boys; Eric Jaden Puente (Otter 
Clan) born March 5 and Jesse E. Mitchell (Bird Clan) born March 6. You are both 
growing into such little gentlemen and we are all very proud of you. Much love to ya’ll 
and more blessings are bestowed upon you and all of your families. Have a blast on 
your special days and remember there are so many more to come! 

Love forever, 

Moms (Virginia and Avalon), Dads (Eddie and Eric), Kano, Victor, Shelli, 
Valerie, Vinson, and Grandma Agnes Bert 


Congratulations Shelby Osceola 

Congratulations to our daughter, Shelby for winning the crown of Junior 
Seminole Rodeo Queen. We are so proud of you and wish you a successful year. 
We Love You, 

Mom, Dad and Lil Sis 


Against All Odds 

The questions ring so damn loud in my 
head 

Innocent never, alive yet dead 

I'm running from inner demons hiding in 

the shadow 

I write so deep, still I remain so shallow 
Should I just go on with these thoughts? 
Or straighten the f— up 
Questions without answers and in days I 
stay stuck 

What may I ask am I doing here on 
Earth? 

Lord please tell me, what is my worth? 
Can it be I was cursed at birth? 

The truth is known only by God 
For I struggle in this here struggle 
Against all odds 

Whether free or to lie down with Satan 

In cells or in jails 

Like heaven and fallen angels 

I scream silently in nightmares 

Wincing at the light 

Then I wake once again 

To accept the fact that life aint fair 

And I am my only friend 

Then I move on 

By Markell Billie 


New Kids 



Dominic Michael Osceola was 

born on February 24 at 9:40 p.m. He 
weighed 8 pounds, 1 ounce. Parents are 
Daniel Osceola of Hollywood and 
Shannon Farrell of Minnesota. He is our 
third child. 




Nakai Kev Alex 

Born Dec. 22, 2003. 

Weight 8 pounds, 4 ounces 
Length: 19 inches 

Parents: Angel Billie and Kevin Alex 


Poems 


Among the Flies 

It's like I tell myself all the time 
When hell is over my head 
And my feet are shackled 
As I stand there and I am pushed 
To the edge of the devil's courthouse 
I am forced to look down 
With pain in my heart 
And voices pinching at my brain 
I awake with memories I can't recall liv- 
ing 

Everyday a good thing comes 
And I choose the stench of the flies 


My age is getting older 

And my thoughts grow colder 

Your smile is like a four hundred dollar 

bill 

I've never seen one 

I'm suppose to be free 

But I am shackled 

Until I grow strong and believe 

And have faith 

I will forever be 

In the Devil's courthouse 

Among the flies 

By Phillip Ira Jimmie 


Every year I shatter the hourglass 
And become lost 

I sleep all day because there's no routine 

I build frustration and forget patience 

I'm too tired to explain 

Too scared to ask a question 

I dream of beautiful women 

And nightmares of my crimes 

They both seem very real 

And I can’t die because I'm completely 

alive 

This mud feels thick 
I can barely move my body 
I beg the Lord for comfort 


And I have received it 

And everyday I pray about my case 

I know nothing about 

I thank the Lord for comfort 

I’ve sinned so long 

It feels impossible not to feel 

So much shame, pain, paranoia, guilt 

And loneliness 

I know I won 't be afraid forever 
Thank you Lord 
For the comfort 

By Phillip Ira Jimmie 


It’s only me again 

This could be the giant tide 

With a long ride 

When the sun comes up 

I close my eyes 

Because I can 't have it 

There's pain in my head 

Look through my windows called eyes 

Every bridge I cross is burned 

I'm blistered from my head to my feet 

I'm confused 'cause my mom 's gone 

Now I'm lost and confused 

'Cause my Grandma 's gone 


I love the way life feels when I'm free 

But I'm afraid 'cause I don 't know you 

I don't want to be hurt 

But it hurts 'cause I know your hurt 

I wish I could count backwards 

From a hundred to one 

And be in my momma's arms again 

Love to my family 

'Cause I have one 

And I pray to God 

Because he's there 

By Phillip Ira Jimmie 


Native Country 

‘Leave your country! ” you command, 
I know I can l do this 
You cannot understand 
I recognize Ell miss. 

You ’re the hero of my life, 

You swore success together, 

You said I’ll be your wife. 

I can ’t leave it, whatever. 

I will return ! 

We drive in the new car. 

At night I dream in bed, 


But dream from home, it ’s far. 
Really, it makes me sad. 

After this one night here, 

I know I gave me up, 

Feeling a giant fear, 

Like a lost, broken cup. 

I must forget! 

Will fight this battle. 

I want to have some wings, 

And dream of so great things. 

Now I know I need my freedom. 

By Anica Cyprian 


I Was Born A Bad Seed 

The sweet taste of success is something I 

haven ’t yet consumed 

I was born a bad seed 

I never blossomed, never bloomed 

With blood red eyes I disguised my pain 

Joking or heavenly smoking 

I became with an awkward aim 

Miserable I remain 

Some say I’ve been insane 

No one respects me, loves me, vice versa, 

the same 

Drenched in the damp Florida rain 
Go ahead and tell them it was me 
And since it’s probably true 
Without further ado 
Yes, I'll take the blame 


Raised with doubt 

That's my only claim to fame 

Ask anybody and they ’ll tell you the same 

I was born a bad seed 

Read on playa 

And you may be glad I came 

Till then though yo 

I’m just another faceless name with a tight 
game 

Under this gray sky I’ll sit 
Feeling like s—t 
‘ Cause if it rains 
So giddy up ya'll 
Cause I'm here 
And I aint moving 

By Markell Billie 


Hollywood Reservation Curfew 

Attention all Seminole Tribe of Florida Hollywood Residents 
The Seminole Tribe of Florida has a curfew ordinance 
already established. Effective immediately, the Seminole 
Police Department will be strictly enforcing this ordinance, 
for the benefit of the children younger than 18 years of age. 
Sun. through Thur. children shall not be out alone without 
their parent(s)/guardian(s) after 10 p.m. 

On Fri. and Sat. children are not allowed out alone without 
their parent(s)/guardian(s) after 12 a.m.As parents, please 
assist in continuing to create a safe community. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Seminole 
Police Department at (954) 967-8900. 





Your Area's dl Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1993 
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City of Hollywood Holds Mardi Gras Celebration 



Nery Mejicano 


Representative of Billie Swamp Safari throws beads 
to Mardi Gras crowd off the back of the swamp 
buggy. 


Seminole Tribe Helps 
Sponsor Popular 
Event 

By Nery Mejicano 

HOLLYWOOD — It wasn’t 
New Orleans or Rio De Janiero. In New 
Orleans, cajun food would have been the 



Nery Mejicano 


William Cypress plays the flute at Fiesta 
Tropicale. 


in this festive event. 

The Seminole 
Tribe’s Communications 
Department, along with the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, 
shared a large booth, hand- 
ing out free issues of The 
Seminole Tribune and green 
necklaces, complete with an 
alligator charm. The neck- 
laces were quite popular 
with the crowd. More 
than 300 issues of The 
Tribune were handed out 
too! Beautiful Seminole 
crafts were also for sale, 
including dolls, handbags, 
and scarves. 

Mayor Mara 
Giulianti of Hollywood 
shook hands and threw 
beads to the many who 
lined the streets around 
Young Circle. Monday, 
the party moved to 
Hollywood Beach with 
Lundi Gras and featuring 
the music of C.B. Pope 
Dixieland All- stars. On 
Fat Tuesday, the celebra- 
tion continued in the 
famous Hollywood 
Broadwalk with more 
music and food. 

Mardi Gras came 

to Hollywood via New Orleans where 
it was brought by the French in 1699. 
Early settlers celebrated this French 
Holiday on the banks of the 
Mississippi River. Through the years, 
New Orleans has made Mardi Gras a 
world renowned festival at par with the 
famous Rio Carnival of Brazil. 


Mardi Gras, meaning Fat 
Tuesday, is celebrated on that day, usually 
between Feb. 3 and March 9, depending 
on the Lunar Calendar. The official colors 
of Mardi Gras were chosen in 1872 by the 
King of Carnival, Rex. They are: purple, 
which represents justice; green represent- 
ing faith, and gold, which stands for 
power. 


order of the day. In addition to cajun food, 
Fiesta Tropicale, as this festival is called, 
featured spicy Colombian, Cuban, 
Jamaican, and many other foods that 
delighted the palate of thousands of peo- 
ple. 

The festival, partly sponsored by 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida, was held 
Feb. 20-24, and was free to the public. 
Three different stages kept a variety of 
music going for thirty hours. The 
Seminole Heritage Stage saw the likes of 
Fleet Starbucks Blues Band, the Riverside 
Dixieland Jazz Band, Gris Gris Cajun 
Band and the wonderful singer, Amber 
Leigh. A well-known band, Iko-Iko pro- 
vided the revelers with a taste of their 
music. People took to the dancing stage 
and burned off the cajun calories that 
were consumed. 

In addition to food and music, 
there were many booths selling everything 
from beads, paintings, to oils and mas- 
sages. A colorful parade in the historic 
downtown Hollywood was the zenith of 
the celebration on Saturday. Many of the 
local celebrities and officials participated 



Nery Mejicano 


Communications Department sold Marketplace Items and gave out issues of The 
Seminole Tribune. 



Jacob Coile 


Students at the DSO Library participating in the trivia contest. 


Mardi Gras Trivia Contest at DSO Library 



By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — On Tuesday 
Feb. 24, the Dorothy Scott Osceola (DSO) 
Library hosted a Mardi Gras trivia contest 
for the community children. 

Children picked a trivia question 
out of a fish bowl and then had to find the 
answer. The library staff assisted the chil- 
dren by guiding them to 
read a board that contained 
the history of Mardi Gras. 

For every question 
answered correctly, children 
received prizes including 
beads, temporary tattoos, 
masks and chocolate coins. 

Some of the ques- 
tions the children answered 
included: which country 
Mardi Gras comes from, 
which American city Mardi 
Gras came to, and what do 
the words Mardi Gras mean. 

The answers to theses ques- 
tions are: France, New 
Orleans, LA, and Fat 
Tuesday, respectively. 

Yudit Lam, 

Hollywood Branch 
Librarian, said that the main 
purpose of the event was to 
help the children enhance 
both their reading skills and 
their skills in searching a 
book’s content. But there 
were, of course, other bene- 
fits. 

“The children also 
get to learn about the tradi- 
tional Mardi Gras,” said 
Lam. 

The library staff 


did a wonderful job with the coordination 
and set-up of this event, as well as moti- 
vating the children into reading. Every 
month, the library plans to have an activi- 
ty related to that month’s event. For infor- 
mation on upcoming events, please con- 
tact the DSO Library at (954) 989-6840. 


Yudit Lam 


Taylor Osceola looks over questions on the Mardi 
Gras trivia board. 
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New Employees 


New Treasurer Mik e Tiger’s Homecoming 


Lisa MuUennix: New Administrative Assistant 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen Mike 
Tiger returned home to the Seminole Tribe on Feb. 
9, as the new Tribal Treasurer. 

“I’m pleased to work for the tribe again,” 
said Tiger, “I made Indian people my business and 
I have dedicated my time to Indian people.” 

Prior to his homecoming, he retired from 
his federal career as Deputy Area Director with 
Indian Health Services 
(IHS) in Nashville, Tenn. 

Tiger states that 
his main objective is to 
automate the whole finan- 
cial system of the tribe. 

He offers full disclosure 
to all tribal citizens and a 
very open door of com- 
munication. His office is 
also responsible for the 
coordination of revenues 
and helicopter delivery of 
dividend checks to all 
reservations. One of his 
future plans is to open a 
credit union for tribal citi- 
zens and employees. 

“I want to do 
what’s best for the tribe,” 

Tiger said. “Nothing 
comes without work.” 

Tiger is no rookie at the tribe. Before join- 
ing the IHS, at the age of 21, he served as a mem- 
ber of the Seminole Tribe of Florida Board of 
Directors. Later, he became the Human Resources 
Director, while starting a program called the Four 
Wheel Drive Ambulance, in the Big Cypress reser- 
vation, known today as the Emergency Medical 


Services Department. After that, he moved on to 
Executive Administrator. 

Besides his numerous positions with the 
tribe, he also became president of the United States 
and Eastern Tribes Intertribal Council. Tiger repre- 
sented 1 8 Eastern- Area Indian Tribes at the nation- 
al level. He was also a strong advocate for the con- 
cept of tribal self-determination and for enhancing 
the federal government-to-tribal government rela- 
tionships. He served as a 
member of the Governor’s 
Council on Indian Affairs 
for the state of Florida 
and was an advisor 
through two administra- 
tions on issues affecting 
Florida Indians. In addi- 
tion, Tiger directed all 
negotiations for self deter- 
mination contracts and 
grants on behalf of the 
Seminole Tribe. 

From 1969-1974 
he served in the U.S. 
National Guard. He says 
that his highlights were 
becoming a jungle war- 
fare expert and platoon 
training. 

Tiger strongly 
believes in family values. He is the son of the late 
Howard Tiger and Winifred Tiger and is married to 
Judy Gloyne. They have four children and one 
grandchild. His hobbies are fishing and hunting. 

“Having a hobby keeps your mind 
healthy,” he said. 

You can reach Mike in Hollywood at 954- 
966-6300 ext. 1421. 



Amy Johns: New Vice Treasurer 



Adelsa Williams 

Vice Treasurer Amy Johns 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Amy Johns decided 
to change gears professionally and accept the posi- 
tion of Vice Treasurer. She will be working side by 
side with New Tribal Treasurer Mike Tiger. Johns 
previously worked in the Executive Administration 
Office as Executive Assistant to Ken Fields. 

“I’m very excited,” said Johns. "We’re at 
a historic moment where important changes are 
finally taking place.” 

Johns is a graduate of Arizona State 
University where she obtained her master’s degree 
in Public Administration. She also holds a 
Certificate in American Indian Studies, and anoth- 
er in Accounting Operations. She was also a senate 
intern for the State of Arizona. 

Amy Johns is originally from the 
Brighton reservation, a member of the Panther 
Clan; daughter of Bruce and Patty Waldron and is 
the proud mother of son, Steven Barboncito Johns- 
Ashley. 

Amy can be reached in Hollywood at 
954-966-6300 ext. 1478. 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — Lisa Mullennix has 
been an employee of the 
Seminole Tribe since August 
of 1996. She has, however, 
recently taken a new position 
as Ken Fields’ Administrative 
Assistant at the Hollywood 
Tribal Office. 

Mullennix was also 
the former Secretary III in the 
recently-disbanded 
Anthropology and Genealogy 
Department. She says she has 
fond memories of working 
there, but most of all has fond 
memories of her co-workers. 

“During my seven 
years with that Department I 
had the pleasure of working 
with several people: Pat 
Wickman, Geneva Shore, 

Lavonne Kippenberger, Iretta 
Tiger, David Jumper and 
Elrod Bowers,” she said. 

Mullennix said her 
seven years with the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida has taught 
her many things, particularly 



Shelley Marmor 

Administrative Assistant Lisa 
Mullennix 


about the history of the tribe and the ancestry of 
tribal citizens. However, she says she most enjoyed 
a more leisurely work relat- 
ed activity. 

“One of my most 
rewarding experiences was 
going on our yearly Time 
Travel Tours,” she said. “I 
have great memories of fun 
times shared with many 
tribal members on those 
trips.” 

Though she has 
only worked in the 
Executive Office for a few 
weeks, Mullennix has a long 
history with the tribe. She 
will surely thrive in her now 
position because she is com- 
mitted to what she does. 

“I look forward to 
assisting Ken Fields and 
Jean Fontana to the best of 
my ability and I look for- 
ward to having many more 
years of employment with 
the tribe,” she said. 


The Seminole Tribe Welcomes 
Holly Tiger as Tribal Clerk 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLWOOD — In 

Tiger started her new position 
Tiger actually came in on 
her own time a week before 
her start date to observe the 
procedures of the Clerk’s 
Office. The duties of the 
position come with an 
extreme responsibility that 
can be intimidating. 

“I was apprehen- 
sive at first, looking at the 
job description I thought 
‘do I really want to do this’ 
then I thought ‘yes, I do’,” 
said Tiger. “I like that kind 
of challenge.” 

Since starting the 
job, Tiger has received 
complete support from both 
tribal citizens and fellow 
tribal employees. 

During the re- 
organization of the vault, 
both the Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki 
Museum and the 
Anthropology and 
Genealogy Department 
helped in the preservation 


Nov. 2003, Holly 
as Tribal Clerk. 



Tribal Clerk Holly Tiger 


of documents. Some of the documents date back to 
the 1950s. 

The duties of the Tribal Clerk’s Office 
include preparing resolu- 
tions and the agenda for 
Council and Board meet- 
ings, serving as notary for 
the tribe, and automobile 
registration. Tiger also per- 
sonally does the follow-up 
on whichever decisions are 
made regarding resolutions 
in Council and Board meet- 
ings. 

Some of the future 
plans for Tiger’s depart- 
ment are to make everyone 
in her office a notary and to 
cross-train department 
members, so that each is 
familiar with all areas of 
the department. 

Tiger has worked 
for the tribe in the 
Preschool Language 
Department and as a TAD 
attendant at the casino. 

Congratulations 
Holly on your new position! 


Iretta Tiger 


New Housing Director Michelle Thomas 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD —On March 1, the 
Housing Department hired Michelle Thomas, a 
member of the Panther Clan, as Director of 
Housing. Thomas holds an 
associate degree in busi- 
ness administration, which 
she received from Indian 
River Community College 
in Fort Pierce, Fla. 

Thomas has a 20- 
year history of employ- 
ment with the Seminole 
Tribe. She has been previ- 
ously employed with the 
Education Department, 

Chairman’s Office in 
Brighton, and under the 
council, working on the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
road projects. 

When asked what 
motivated her to consider 
the position, Thomas sim- 
ply responded, “The job 
description fit me.” 

On her start date, 

Thomas held a staff meet- 
ing to get acquainted with 
the existing personnel. She said that the staff 
seemed excited. 

“I understand that the staff has been left 
with no direction for some time,” Thomas said. 

She asserted the staff that she will work in 
trust building, so they can become a cohesive team. 
In return, they would be able to operate more effec- 
tively and to better serve tribal citizens. Overall, 
the meeting had a positive outcome. 

Thomas recognizes that there is a housing 
crunch. She pointed out that there are more mobile 


homes rather than in-ground homes. She wants to 
improve that way of living for the community. 

“Housing needs affect the tribal families, 
which means that it affects my family,” said 
Thomas. 

Her plans on 
improvements are to 
establish permanent hous- 
ing personnel in other 
reservations. This way, the 
Housing Department can 
better assist the communi- 
ties by being present in all 
reservations instead of just 
Hollywood. Thomas feels 
that the tribal community 
is not fully aware of what 
services are available to 
them or even who they 
should call. 

Thomas 

explained that the Housing 
Department provides ten- 
ant /rental services. Also, 
allocations have been 
offered to extend mainte- 
nance and repairs, hopeful- 
ly on and off the reserva- 
tion. 

“I want to provide fair and equal service 
to all tribal members,” said Thomas. 

Some ongoing changes are in the con- 
struction area. Michelle said that all new construc- 
tion, renovations and additions are being sub con- 
tracted. 

Thomas is available at the Hollywood 
office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 
954-966-6300 ext. 1735; Brighton on Tuesdays at 
863-763-4128, and in Big Cypress on Thursdays at 
863-902-3200. 



Adelsa Williams 


Director of Housing Michelle Thomas 


New Employee: Jim Camicella 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — Jim Carnicella, 
Director of Human Resources, 
began working at the 
Hollywood Offices on Jan. 5. 

He, however, is no stranger to 
the Human Resources (HR) 
field. Carnicella holds a mas- 
ter’s degree in HR 
Management, which he 
received in 1982 from Indiana 
University. He began working 
in this field in the mid-1980s, 
only a few years after receiv- 
ing his degree. 

He says he enjoys 
many aspects of his job, par- 
ticularly helping people better 
their day-to-day workplace 
activities. His favorite parts of 
the job include “being chal- 
lenged to act as a strategic 
partner with the Executive 
[Administration] team” and 
resolving organizational issues, 


‘enhance the employees quality of life at the work- 


place.’" 



Shelley Marmor 

Jim Carnicella, Director of Human 
Resources 


which he says will throughout the organization.’" 


Camicella’s next 
major project will be making 
the HR Department more pres- 
ent on all reservations. He also 
wants to implement a program 
that will bring more tribal citi- 
zens into the work force. 

“This program will 
include vocational and educa- 
tional training, internships, [on 
the job] mentoring opportuni- 
ties and a variety of other ini- 
tiatives that hopefully will be 
directed and supervised by 
existing tribal members 
already involved in the organi- 
zation,” he said. “Our desire 
would be to have many more 
tribal members employed, 
especially in 

Directors/Management and 
upper level staff positions, 


Seminole Tribe Welcomes Back Jim Talik 



Adelsa Williams 


Executive Administrator Jim Talik 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

Feb. 23, Jim Talik came back to his 
former position as Executive 
Administrator in the President’s 
Office. Talik originally worked for 
the tribe from 1990-1997 under Fred 
Smith. 

When asked about his 
return he exclaimed, “It’s the people. 

It’s one of the best organizations to 
work for. It’s unique” 

As the Executive 

Administrator, Talik works directly 
under President Moses Osceola, and 
oversees board operations. He also 
researches new business ventures for 
the Board. 

Talik has an M.B.A. and 
forty years of business experience, 
including his employment with the 
tribe. 

In his spare time, Talik 
focuses on staying healthy. He likes 
rollerblading and cycling. 

Talik is the proud grandfather of four, 
soon to be six. There are twins on the way. 

In the few years since he was last with the 
tribe, Talik is impressed by the changes the tribe 
has accomplished. He misses the coziness of the 
old office, but is ready to forge ahead with the 


tribe into its future. 

“I feel good about being back,” he said. 
“It’s good to see the progress the tribe has made.” 

Congratulations on your return to the 
tribe, and congratulations on your two new grand- 
children. 


HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
MARCH 2004 
MONTHLY EVENTS 
TO PUT YOUR NAME ON A TICKET LIST 
CALL ROBIN OSCEOLA AT 954-383-1071 


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 



1 

2 HEAT VS 

TOTONTO 

3 PANTHERS 

VS 

NEW 

JERSERY 

4 LINKIN 

PARK ODC 
7:00PM 

HEAT VS 

BUCKS 

5 JOHN 

MAYER 

ODC 

8:00PM 

6 PANTHERS 

VS TAMPA 

BAY 

HEAT VS 

KINGS 

7 

HARLEM 

GLOBTROTTERS 

A.A.A. 

8 

9 HEAT 

vs 

MAGIC 

10 

11 

12 MISSY 

ELLIOTT 

ODC 7:00PM 

HEAT VS 
SEATTLE 

13 PANTHERS VS 

RANGERS 

14 RUDY GIULIAN 
ODC 2:00PM 

HEAT VS NEW 

JERSERY 

,15 

16 HEAT VS 

HORNETS 

17 PANTHERS 

VS 

ISLANDERS 

18 

19 

20 PANTHERS 

VS 

BUFFALO 

HEAT VS 

76ERS 

21 

22 

23 PANTHERS 

VS 

NEW 

JERSERY 

24 

25 

26 

HEAT VS 

MAVERICKS 

27 PANTHERS 

VS 

ATLANTA 

28 BRITTNEY 
SPEARS 

A. A .A. 

OQ PANTHERS 

4y vs 

CAROLINA 

HEAT VS 

RULES 

30 

31 PANTHERS VS 

OTTAWA 

DISNEY ON ICE 

A.A.A. 
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Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa Qrand Opening 



Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) David Cypress, Mitchell Cypress, Moses Osceola, Max Osceola Jr. and Roger Smith cut the ribbon along with The Hard Rock Girls during the opening festivities. About 20 photographers from various media 
outlets eagerly look on as Bobby Frank from the Broadcasting Department gets a birds-eye view. 


* Tampa 

Continued from page 1 

kept their speeches short, but Hollywood 
Representative Max Osceola managed a 
few laughs out of the crowd. 

“In 1492 the Indians discovered 
[Christopher] Columbus,” he said. “In 
2004, we want you to discover the Hard 
Rock.” 


“We had you stretch your necks 
to see the Flying Elvi,” he added.” Now 
we want you to stretch your wallets in the 
casino.” 

Tribal President Moses Osceola 
welcomed his “Miccosukee brethren,” and 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress said that the 
casino will be open 24 hours a day for 
people who get the sudden urge to play 
some games. 


After all the speeches were 
made, Alan Jumper got to smash the gui- 
tar and officially open the Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. Jim Allen informed the 
crowd that Jumper would smash the guitar 
over a piece of memorabilia that use to 
stand where the hotel now does. 

A few years back, before ground 
was broken on the hotel and casino, a 
water tower use to be on the land. Allen 
said that a red arrow went through the 
tower. When the water tower was 
removed, construction workers set the 
arrow aside for the grand opening celebra- 
tion. 

Allen called this a “Seminole 
twist” to the typical Hard Rock guitar- 
smashing ceremony. 

Following the festivities, many 
people moved inside to walk around the 
hotel. Some dined in The Green Tea 
Room, while others stopped in the Hard 
Rock Store, where they could buy every- 
thing from t-shirts to key chains. A few 
curious individuals made a quick stop at 
Body Rock, the hotel’s spa, which fea- 
tures about 20 exercise machines, free 
weights and spa treatments including mas- 
sages and facials. 

Some visitors stopped at the bar 
between the main entrance and the casino 
where they could see rock 4 n’ roll memo- 
rabilia including handwritten lyrics to 
Michael Jackson’s song “Dirty Diana,” 
and Elvis Presley’s Gold Record for his 
hit “Blue Hawaii.” 

Upon exiting the Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino, a quote from The Eagles’ 
song “Hotel California” in large letters on 
the wall summed up what everyone 
involved with the hotel was hoping guests 
would feel. 

“You can check out anytime you 
like, but you can never leave,” it said. 




Shelley Marmor 

One of the 10 Flying Elvi heads toward the drop zone in the parking lot of the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 



Shelley Marmor 

Nicodemus Billie from Big Cypress tries his luck on one of the electronic games in 
the casino. 



Shelley Marmor 

Alan Jumper does the honors by smashing the guitar during the hotel and casino’s 
grand opening festivities. Jim Allen, the tribe’s Gaming CEO, watches from a safe 
distance at the podeum behind Jumper. 
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Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa Qrand Opening 



Nery Mejicano 

Guests at the “Fire and Ice” pool-side party enjoy a rare sight - flames coming up out of the water. 



Nery Mejicano 

One of the Flying Elvi skydivers stands next to a photo of another rock leg- 
end - Bob Dylan. 



Nery Mejicano 


Hard Rock’s trademark guitar welcomes 
visitors with a rock ’n’ roll flair. 


Tampa Seminole Hard 
Rock & Casino Hosts Party 


By Nery Mejicano 

TAMPA— On March 11, 
Seminole tribal citizens celebrated a 
landmark achievement, the opening 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino in Tampa. 

With the theme “Fire and 
Ice,” the poolside party featured live 
music, dancing, a wide array of food 
and drinks and a pool that glowed with 
the flames of multiple fires arising 
from its bottom. The Hard Rock Store 
opened early for all to buy the hats, 
jackets, pins, and shirts, a necessity 
when one visits The Hard Rock Hotel 
or Hard Rock Cafe. 

Following the pool party, 


tribal citizens and their families were 
treated to a John Anderson concert in 
the spacious hotel ballroom. As 
always, he brought the audience to 
their feet by singing his famous 
“Seminole Wind” song. 

In late-April, the much antici- 
pated opening of the Hollywood 
Seminole Hotel & Casino will take 
place. As one patron said, “You ain’t 
seen nothing yet.” 

Many thanks go to the hotel 
and casino staff, especially to John 
Fontana and Jim Allen, for helping 
make this a truly unforgettable experi- 
ence. 



Nery Mejicano 


John Anderson (center) performs in front of an invitation-only crowd in the Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino Ballroom. 
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Tampa Hard Rock Hotel & Casino lights up the night sky. Several party-goers enjoy refreshments during the “Fire and Ice” party. 


Nery Mejicano 
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Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood ❖ Opening Soon 



Photos by Stephen Galla 

Aerial view of the soon-to-be-completed Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. To the left of the hotel is the Seminole Paradise, a complex that will feature upscale shopping, dining and nightclubs. Seminole 
Paradise is slated to open in Oct. and the Hard Rock is slated to open in late April. 
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Ballroom 


Contour Spa & Salon 












Seminole Health Department 
Attends Mccosukee Health Fair 

Page 3 



Ahfachkee School’s 
Spring Fever Dance 

Page 8 




Kiwanis Club of Davie Honors 
Council Representative 



By Adelsa Williams 

DAVIE, FL — On March 
23, Hollywood Councilman Max 
Osceola Jr. was invited to attend the 
weekly luncheon of the Kiwanis 
Club of Davie, which was held at 
The Ark Restaurant. 

The luncheon began with 
the Pledge of Allegiance, followed 
by prayer from various members of 
the club. After that, club members 


spend time with such a great organi- 
zation that concentrates on helping 
children,” he said. 

Osceola was then presented 
with a certificate of thanks to the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida for being 
a major sponsor of the 2003 Classic 
Golf Tournament. He also received 
a glass eagle trophy. 

Thanks to the proceeds of 
the golf tournament, the Kiwanis 

Club of Davie was able 
to raise money to host a 
Christmas party for 
underprivileged children 
in the community. 

Linda Walpole 
of Kovac Automotive, a 
member of the Kiwanis 
Club, announced that at 
the past Christmas 
party, the club was able 
to give away gifts to 
249 children, including 
109 bicycles. They also 
handed out gift baskets 
to all the families and 
donated 12 decorated 
Christmas trees. 

When asked 
about Osceola’s partici- 
pation in the sponsor- 
ship, Walpole said, 

“Max is a wonderful 
person; he is someone 
especially fond of help- 
ing children.” 

Frank 

Schneider, Treasurer of 
the Kiwanis Club of 
Davie, reported that the 
club was able to make 
donations to the Joe 


Adelsa Williams 

Bob Oldham (left), President of the Kiwanis 
Club of Davie, gives award to Hollywood 
Council Representative Max Osceola Jr. 


and invitees participate in a routine 
“Happy Dollars” collection. During 
this collection, everyone present 
donated a dollar and announced 
what they are happy for that day. 
Osceola also participated and gave 
his thanks. 

“I’m thankful to be able to 


DiMaggio Children’s 
Hospital, a local hospice, Horses in 
Handicap, and Key Clubs, for chil- 
dren’s functions. 

“What we get from the golf 
tournament we give back to the 
community,” said Schneider, “We’re 
looking forward to what we can do 
this year.” 


Jennifer Billie Chadwick 


Earns Diploma 



Proud graduate Jennifer Billie Chadwick (right) gives a thumbs-up after 
recieving her diploma. 



Judge Nelson Bailey 


Cattle drive participants make their way down West Boundary Road, passing the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum in Big Cypress, 


8th Annual Junior Cypress Cattle Drive 


By Emma Brown 

BIG CYPRESS — On Saturday 
March 27, Paul Bowers Sr., Richard Bowers 
and Moses Jumper Jr., cowboys from 
Seminole Country, organized the 8th Annual 
Cattle Drive in Big Cypress. The cattle drive 
is held each year in memory of Junior 
Cypress. 

Cowboys, cowgirls, and honored 
guests from various locations gathered 
together to honor Junior Cypress and the 
knowledge that he passed on to current 


Seminole cowboys and cattle owners. 

Cypress was educated in the life of 
raising cattle and shared his knowledge with 
those around him. For this, he is remem- 
bered and honored by this annual event. 

This year’s event was also held in 
memory of Jack Motlow, a veteran of the 
Big Cypress Cattleman’s Association. 
Motlow went home to be with his creator 
recently, but his memory still lives in the 
hearts of family, friends, and cattle owners 
everywhere. 


The day began with a hearty break- 
fast at the Swamp Water Cafe. Once the par- 
ticipants had a belly full of vittles, and the 
horses were saddled, they gathered at the end 
of West Boundary Road for the seven-mile 
ride to the Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena. The 
event was underway at about 10:30 a.m., 
after a word of prayer from Pastor 
Hummingbird. 

It was a warm, dusty trail that led 
the way for the 60 head of steers and riders 
Ssee CATTLE DRIVE, page 16 


Tribal Council Honors Firefighters, Discusses Resolutions 



Shelley Marmor 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress holding a plaque presented by Department of Emergency 
Services, Fire Rescue Division. (L-R) Ira Goodstat, Willie Vasquez, Manuel Diaz, 
Assistant Director of Emergency Services, and Armando Negrin, Director of Emergency 
Services look on as Chairman Cypress thanks their department. 


By Shelley Marmor 

BIG CYPRESS — The Friday 
March 19 Tribal Council meeting at the 
Herman L. Osceola Gym started a little differ- 
ently than usual. The initial order of business 
at this meeting was to honor the first group of 
recruits from the Department of Emergency 
Services, Fire Rescue Division. 

Ken Fields, Executive Administrator, 
introduced the 10 new firefighters. He com- 
mended their hard work and reminded every- 
one that Big Cypress and Brighton did not 
have a fire department that long ago. Now, 
they have the same emergency response team 
that other reservations have. 

“About a year-and-a-half ago, the 
Tribal Council made the decision to provide 
professional full-time firefighting services on 
the Big Cypress and Brighton Reservations,” 
Fields said. “Over the last year-and-a-half, 
we’ve developed a management team and 
bought the necessary equipment to provide 
that service on a 24-hour a day, seven-day a 
week, 365-day basis so the people in Big 
Cypress and Brighton could have the same 
kind of level of fire protection, first-respon- 
der, and emergency medical services that any 
other tribal member has anywhere else.” 

Armando Negrin, Director of 
Emergency Services, and Assistant Director 
of Emergency Services Manuel Diaz present- 
ed the new recruits with their badges. Shortly 
after, firefighters Ira Goodstat and Willie 
Vasquez presented Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress with a plaque of recognition on 
behalf of the entire department. 


“On behalf of the Seminole Tribe, I’d 
like to go ahead and say that these are the 
finest gentlemen that you can have. . . here or 
anywhere,” Cypress said. “Go ahead and 
shake their hand and talk with them because 


your house may be on fire; you never know.” 

Immediately following, Fields went 
through the Consent Agenda. The 21 items on 

See COUNCIL, page 3 


Seminole Tribe Makes History With Cultural Exchange Program 


By Adelsa Williams 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 

— The Art Institute of Fort 
Lauderdale held a graduation cere- 
mony on Thursday March 25. Tribal 
citizen Jennifer Billie Chadwick, a 
member of the Wind Clan, was one 
of 10 students in the Culinary Arts 
field to earn a diploma in art of 
cooking. It was an exciting night for 
the students; sounds of screams, 
cries and horns filled the ballroom. 

Chadwick started studying 
at the Art Institute of Fort 
Lauderdale in July 2003. She looks 
to further her education by earning a 
degree in culinary arts. She also 
desires to earn a bachelor’s degree, 
and possibly even a higher level 
degree. 

When asked what her high- 
lights were of the course, Chadwick 
said, “When they taught us how to 
make salmon paupiette.” 

Chadwick is an advocate of 
the Seminole Tribe’s Higher 
Education Grant Program. She men- 
tioned that with the program’s guid- 
ance, she learned about the benefits 
that are available to her as a tribal 
citizen. She thanks the entire staff 
for assisting her, in particular Dora 
Bell, Higher Education Advisor and 


Vicky Ghassemi. 

Chadwick’s career objec- 
tive is to open a cafe with her moth- 
er, Nancy Billie, on the Big Cypress 
Reservation. She intends to start 
enhancing her culinary skills by 
working at the Corporate, Board, 
and Gas Department in Big 
Cypress. She understands that the 
departments will offer a menu of 
hors d’ oeuvres. She also envisions 
cooking at one of the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casinos. 

“I want to make service 
fun,” said Chadwick. 

Chadwick thanked her 
family for giving her the support 
she needed, and for attending the 
graduation ceremony. She acknowl- 
edged her Grandmother Rosie 
Jumper Billie, Mother Nancy Billie, 
Aunt Lidia Cypress, Candy 
Cypress, Vera Herrera, Celesta 
Osceola and Sara Kirkland. 

Chadwick offered a few 
words of advice to other young 
Seminoles. 

“The Seminole Tribe has a 
lot to offer,” she said. “If we use the 
benefits that are offered to us, we 
can go to school and educate our- 
selves, so one day we could become 
leaders of the tribe.” 


By Michael Goodman 

BERLIN, GERMANY — The 

Seminole Tribe of Florida played a lead role 
in “See Native America-One Nation at a 


Time,” a first ever cultural exchange spon- 
sored by The United States Commercial 
Service and American Embassy in Berlin, 
Germany. This historic event educated 


German children and their families about 
Native Americans. It also promoted travel to 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and other tribal nation 
landmarks during International Travel Borse 
(ITB), the world’s largest annual tourism 
trade show. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
stomp dancers, Victor Billie, Lucille Jumper, 
Scarlett Jumper Young and Herbert Rainey 
Jim, joined other traditional musicians, 
singers, dancers and storytellers representing 
ten Native American nations at the John F. 
Kennedy School in Berlin. The Kennedy 
School was chosen as the venue for this very 
special event because of its mission to 
embody the finest spirit of international coop- 
eration and teach tolerance and respect for 
others. 

The Cayuse, Umatilla and Walla 
Walla Tribes of Oregon, Pueblo Picuris, 
Navajo Nation and the Miccosukee Tribe 
joined the Seminole Tribe to share centuries 
of traditions. The program included a tribal 
flag bearing, storytelling, historic references 
and a variety of dances. The Seminole Tribe 
led the other tribal representatives and a 
majority of the audience in the Friendship 
Dance. The following day, the groups 
returned to the school and educated two large 
audiences about the Seminole Tribe. 

“This was truly an enriching 

See GERMANY, page 5 



Michael D. Goodman 


Lucy Evanicki (left) and Tom Gallaher (right) stand with grand prize vacation package 
winner Doris Dolgner (center), from Berlin, Germany. 
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Free-lance Reporters Available 
at Each Reservation 


Each reservation now has at least 
one free-lance reporter to cover any tribal 
events. If you need a reporter, please call 
the Communications Department in 
Hollywood first at (954) 967-3416 
between 8 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. We will 
schedule a reporter to cover your event. 
Thank you very much. 

Hollywood: Alexandra Frank, 
Kenny Bayon, Tabitha Osceola. 


Big Cypress: Nery Mejicano, 
Jaime Restrepo, Rhonda Roff-(863) 983- 
4639. 

Brighton: Emma Brown-(863) 
946-1900 or (863) 634-3272, Susan 
(Etchey) Etxebarria-(863) 946-0371. 

Tampa: Randi Simmons-(813) 
246-3100, Colleen Henry (photographer). 

Immokalee: Judy Weeks-(239) 
455-7229. 



Alexandra Frank 
Hollywood 



Amanda Williams Kenny Bayon 

Hollywood Hollywood 




Hollywood Big Cypress 


Nery Mejicano 
Big Cypress 




Rhonda Roff 
Big Cypress 



Emma Brown 
Brighton 



Susan (Etchey) Etxebania 
Brighton 



Colleen Henry Randi Simmons Judy Weeks 

Tampa Tampa Immokalee 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
or poem to the Seminole Tribune, 
please contact the Editor Michael 
Kelly at (800) 683-7800 ext. 1267. E- 


mail mkelly@semtribe.com, fax (954) 
967-3482, or mail to: The Seminole 
Tribune, 6300 Stirling Road, 
Hollywood, Florida 33024. (800) 
683-7800. 


T he following deadlines apply to 
all submissions for inclusion 
into the Tribune : 

Issue: April 30, 2004 

Deadline: April 16, 2004 

• 

Issue: May 21, 2004 

Deadline: May 7, 2004 

• 

Issue: June 11, 2004 

Deadline: May 28, 2004 

• 

Issue: July 2, 2004 

Deadline: June 18, 2004 

• 

Issue: July 23, 2004 

Deadline: July 9, 2004 

Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 


Advertising: 

Advertising Rates along with sizes 
and other information may be down- 
loaded from the internet at: 
www. seminoletribe . com/tribune 


Postmaster: 

Send Address Changes to 
The Seminole Tribune 
6300 Stirling Rd. 
Hollywood, FL 33024. 


Editor-in-Chief: 

Virginia Mitchell 

Editor: 

Michael Kelly 
Assistant Editor: 

Shelley Marmor 
Designers: 

Stephen Galla, 

Melissa Sherman 
Reporters: 

Adelsa Williams, 

Iretta Tiger 

Contributors: 

Alexandra Frank, Emma Brown, 

Judy Weeks, Kenny Bayon, Lucy Evanicki, 
Nery Mejicano, Randi Simmons, 
Susan Etxebarria, Tabitha Osceola 


The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association, the Florida Press 
Club and the Associated Press. Letters/e- 
mails to the Editor must be signed and 
may be edited for publication. 
Subscription rate is $30 per year by mail. 
Make checks payable to The Seminole 
Tribune , 6300 Stirling Rd., Hollywood, 
FL 33024. Phone: (954) 967-3416. Fax: 
(954) 967-3482. 

Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 
© Seminole Tribe of Florida 


Attention Tribal Citizens 

All Tribal Citizens of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 

who live out of state are eligible to receive a 
free subscription of The Seminole Tribune. 

Please fill out the information below and mail to: 

The Seminole Tribune 

6300 Stirling Road, Room 225 - Hollywood, FL 33024 


Name. 


Tribal Roll Number 


Address. 


City State Zip. 


Phone. 


E-mail. 


Additional Info 

As soon as we receive this information, your subscription will 
be mailed to you. Thank you very much. 


Howard Tiger: Who Was This 
Legendary Seminole Tribal Citizen? 


Editor’s note: Please see 
page 12 for the Howard 
Tiger Memorial Basketball 
Tournament story. 

Information compiled by 
Kenny Bayon 

Life and career 
highlights: 

Howard Tiger was a found- 
ing father of the tribe’s ath- 
letic and social re-structure, 
and of the modern-day health 
programs for all Seminole 
reservations. 

Tiger led the forum 
of Native Village Field Days, 
which gathered all the tribal 
citizens on different reserva- 
tions for a social and athletic 
event. 

He and his wife, 
Winifred, who still resides in 
Hollywood, helped start 
youth sports programs. In a 
time when the tribe had little 
to no money, they initiated 
donation drives for uniforms, 
equipment and transportation 
to competitions. 

Born: Indian Town, 
Fla., on August 19, 1925. 

Died: In a bulldozer 
accident on Jan. 15, 1967, 
while working in the 
Hollywood’s reservation’s 
rich agricultural fields. 


School: Attended 
Cherokee Indian School 
(Florida, at the time, didn’t 
allow any Native 
Americans to attend public 
school) and was part of the 
first generation of 
Seminoles to graduate 
from high school. 

Sports: Well- 
known for his athletic, 
coaching and organization- 
al abilities. Excelled in 
baseball, basketball, box- 
ing, football and track, as 
well as coaching baseball. 
Later, he led the move- 
ment to organize tribal 
sports. As a prep basket- 
ball player, he helped lead 
his team to the state cham- 
pionships the last year he 
was at school. He also was 
a dominant boxer: He was 
the Brevard County heavy- 
weight boxing champion 
in 1954, when he won four 
trophies in three Golden 
Gloves tournaments. 

Howard Tiger was 
also the first Seminole to 
enlist in the Marine Corps, 
as a volunteer in 1944. 



High school photo of Howard Tiger in 1942. 


Schaghticoke Tribal Nation Acknowledged 


WASHINGTON, DC — Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary - Indian Affairs, Aurene Martin, announced her final 
decision to acknowledge the Schaghticoke Tribal Nation as an 
Indian Tribe within the meaning of Federal Law on Thursday Jan. 
29. The Schaghticoke Tribal Nation, as defined in the Martin’s 
final determination, meets the regulatory requirements for a gov- 
emment-to- government relationship with the U.S. 

The Schaghticoke Tribal Nation, as acknowledged, has 
more than 300 members and is located near Kent, Conn., on a 
reservation established by the Colony of Connecticut in 1737 and 
confirmed in 1752, a period of 278 years. 

The newly acknowledged tribe meets all the mandatory 
criteria under 25 Code of Federal Regualtions, Part 83, the feder- 
al acknowledgment regulations. The Schaghticoke Tribal Nation 
has demonstrated continuous existence as an Indian tribe and a 
notice of the decision will be published in the Federal Register. 

This decision is issued under a court approved negotiat- 
ed agreement which supercedes certain provisions of the federal 
acknowledgment regulations. Several lawsuits concerning the 
Schaghticoke Tribal Nation are pending. The Schaghticoke Tribal 
Nation filed two lawsuits under the Non-Intercourse Act. A third 
lawsuit filed by the U.S. seeks to condemn certain lands on the 
Schaghticoke Reservation, under eminent domain, to become part 
of the Appalachian Trail. All three lawsuits involve the question 
of whether the Schaghticoke Tribal Nation is an Indian tribe under 
Federal law. 

The State of Connecticut, through the Offices of the 
Governor and Attorney General, the Connecticut Light & Power 


Company, Kent School Corporation, the Town of Kent, and the 
Housatonic Valley Coalition consisting of the City of Danbury 
and the Towns of Bethel, Brookfield, New Fairfield, Newtown, 
and Ridgefield, Conn., and others have participated in the admin- 
istrative process before the Department of the Interior. 

The Schaghticoke Tribal Nation evolved from the 
Weantinock and Potatuck tribes that existed at the time of the first 
sustained contact of the Indians of northwestern Connecticut with 
non-Indian settlers. Connecticut appointed an overseer for the 
group in 1757 and maintained oversight continuously until the 
present. The Schaghticoke have been identified as an Indian enti- 
ty since the early 1 740's to the present. The tribe has maintained 
a community exercising political influence over its members from 
first sustained contact with non-Indians to the present. Members 
of the newly acknowledged tribe descend from persons identified 
by state and federal records as members of the historical 
Schaghticoke tribe. 

The Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs has responsibil- 
ity for fulfilling the Interior Department's trust responsibilities 
and promoting self-determination on behalf of the 562 federally 
recognized American Indian and Alaska Native tribal govern- 
ments. The Assistant Secretary also oversees the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, an agency with 10,500 employees nationwide, which is 
responsible for providing services to approximately 1.8 million 
individual American Indians and Alaska Natives from the feder- 
ally recognized tribes, and the Office of Federal 
Acknowledgment, which is responsible for administering the 
Federal Acknowledgment Process. 


Letters & E-mail 


6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 • tribune@semtribe.com 



Barbara Dorr 


Miss Seminole (right) at Denver’s 
Grand Entry. 


Dear Editor, 

I live here in Orlando and I 
attended the Denver March Pow-Wow on 
March 19-21 I had permission to sit next 
to the arena during a grand entry. I took a 
picture of the Seminole Princess and 
wanted you to see it. 

I'm sure you will have other pic- 


tures of her, but I wanted you to have 
mine also. I have other pictures of the 
Pow-Wow if you would care to see them. 
It was an incredibly beautiful, large, and 
enjoyable Pow-Wow. 

I met many, many nice people 
and can't wait to see them again. I have 
always attended Pow-Wows here in 
Florida, but ventured out to Denver, Colo. 
There were 73 drums, 90-plus princesses, 
and 1,729 dancers, not including the color 
guards or tiny tots. I have never seen that 
many Natives in one place before. 

Imagine how Custer must have felt (haha- 
ha), except that he was afraid. I was in my 
element. 

I receive The Seminole Tribune 
and enjoy it immensely. There are always 
happy, good, heartwarming stories in your 
paper. Have a great day and I would love 
to visit you and your reservation if you 
would allow me to. 

Thank you, 

Barbara Dorr 

Domestic Travel Industry Sales 

& Marketing 

Dear Editor, 

Thank you for giving our class a 
tour of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki museum. We 
really enjoyed the movie, learning about 
how the Seminole Indians used to live off 
the land, and going on the boardwalk and 
seeing the Seminole camp. 

It was really interesting. The 
medicinal plants and culture was some- 
thing we didn’t know about before and 


thought was neat to learn about. Our grati- 
tude once again. 

Sincerely, 

Yienajye, Captain Prouty III, Lindsey, 
Robin, Liz Helaner, Kaila Fong, John, 
Kenny, Ivina, Evan, Princess Alycia 
Esq., Evan, Bal. 

Dear Editor 

Hello there! I am a 4th grade 
teacher at Palm Beach Public in West 
Palm Beach, Fla. I am interested in find- 
ing out if there is a Seminole Indian that 
would come to my class to speak about 
Florida history and the Seminole Indian 
tribe. Do you have speakers that will go to 
classrooms? 

Thank you for your help in 
answering this question. 

Sincerely, 

Bonnie Strohl 

Palm Beach Public 

Dear Ms. Strohl , 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida's 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum does have person- 
nel who can make classroom presenta- 
tions. However, there is a cost for this 
service. Please contact Peggy Osceola at 
the museum's development office on the 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation for par- 
ticulars. The phone number is (954) 965- 
2424. 

Sincerely, 

David M. Blackard 

Museum Director 
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Native American Actress and 
Musician Attends Tribal Fair 


By Nery Mejicano 

DAVIE, FL — Bom in Alaska, Irene Bedard 
now lives in California with her husband Deni, him- 
self a Grammy-winning musician, and their eight 
month old baby. She is the daughter of a Canadian 
Cree Indian father and an Inupiat Eskimo mother. 

Bedard is the most talented and prolific 
Native American actress today. She was the star of 
the 1998 film, “Smoke Signals,” and she was the 
voice of Walt Disney’s Pocahontas. Her initial debut 
as Mary Crow Dog in the movie, “Lakota Woman: 
Siege at Wounded Knee,” earned her a Golden 


Globe® award nomination, First American in the 
Arts award, and the American Film Festival’s best 
actress award. 

Since then, she has appeared in more than 
20 films and television series’. Her TV appearances 
include, Wildflower in 1999, Navajo Blues in 1966, 
Two for Texas in 1998; her films include, 1994s 
“Squanto: A Warrior’s Tale” and the one most people 
have seen, “Smoke Signals.” Bedard has been instru- 
mental in changing the image of how Native 
Americans have been portrayed by Hollywood. Gone 
are the images of savages attacking innocent white 
settlers to be then chased by cowboys 
and soldiers. 

The images that she brings to 
the silver screen are changing those 
old stereotypes. Her movie roles 
demonstrate Bedard’s ability to por- 
tray many diverse characters. Most of 
her roles have been portraying Native 
women, but she is just as comfortable 
and natural playing other non-native 
roles. 

In addition to her being a 
great actress, Bedard is an accom- 
plished musician. During her last visit 
to Florida, she attended the Seminole 
Tribal Fair to introduce her first CD, 
“Irene Bedard and Deni- Warrior of 
Fove” that features original songs by 
her and her husband Deni. In 1995 
Irene was named one of People’s 
Magazine’s 50 most beautiful people 
in the world. She is not only revered in 
America, but is well-known all over 
the world with many Internet sites 
devoted to her and her brilliant career. 

Bedard is also very much 
involved in the promotion of Native 
American causes and is the founder of 
“Guardians of Sacred Fands,” a group 
dedicated to educating the public on 
many important Native American 
issues. She, along with her family, is 
presently living in Ojai, a small town 
north of Fos Angeles, and expecting 
the release of her new movie “Tortilla 
Flats.” 
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Nery Mejicano 

Well-known Native American actress Irene Bedard holding her 
eight-month-old baby. 


Afghanistan-Bound Platoon Leader 
Sergeant Juan Maya Visits Tribe 

By Nery Mejicano 

TAMPA — Sergeant Juan Maya 
and his wife, Anika, were guests of 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Big Cypress 
Council Representative David Cypress at 
the grand opening of the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino in Tampa. He is 
presently stationed at the Scofield Base in 
Hawaii, and will be leaving March 23 on an 
18-month tour of Northern Afghanistan. 

Maya, 25, from Miami, is the 
leader of an Anti-Tank Platoon. This platoon 
will be part of the spring offensive program 
that will start a new sweep for insurgents 
and terror leaders in the mountainous area 
of Afghanistan bordering Pakistan. 

His team, the “Wolfhounds” con- 
sists of six soldiers who will bring a new 
weapon system into use. Maya will be keep- 
ing The Seminole Tribune readers informed 
of what happens in his platoon, and says he 
would appreciate letters of support for his 
soldiers. 

Their names and Army Post Office, 
or APO addresses, will be posted in the 
Tribune once they depart in late-March. He 
is also asking for your prayers and support 
for all the other young men and women 
risking their lives protecting of this coun- 
try’s liberties. 

Maya was recently recognized by 
the lead singer of Hootie and the Blowfish, 

Darius Rucker, during their concert at the 
opening of the Tampa Hard Rock. Maya 
received a great deal of support and encour- 
agement from the audience. 

To contact Sergeant Juan Maya, 
please write to Maya, Juan D., Aco. 2/27th, Chairman Mitchell Cypress (left) with Sergeant Juan Maya, 
TF 2-273 BCT, APO AE 09355-9998. who has been deployed to Afganastan. 



Nery Mejicano 


Aviation Director Les Howell Retires 


By Jamie Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — Friday March 26 was 
Fes Howell’s last day with the tribe. Howell retired 
after almost three years of service. During that time 


he has overseen the expansion and upkeep of the avi- 
ation fleet, providing valuable professional expertise 
and logistical support to the Seminole Tribe. 

Prior to heading the Aviation Department, he 
accumulated 40-plus years of aviation know-how, 
half of which were with the U.S Army. Howell has 
flown in quite a few different types of aircrafts, but 
his favorite flying machine is the Gulfstream Jet. 


Since 1984, he has been a chief pilot or a 
director. All this knowledge and experience has bene- 
fited the tribe with regard to personnel additions and 
training. 

Three of our Council 
Members were on-hand to bid a 
warm farewell to Howell. 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big 
Cypress Council Representative 
David Cypress, and Brighton 
Council Representative Roger 
Smith, who were also joined by 
Howell’s lovely wife, Arlene, his 
staff, and other employees and 
friends to share a farewell lunch 
with him and bid him the best of 
luck. 

As much as he loves to 
fly the skies, his new life in 
retirement will not leave him 
with empty hands. His favorite 
hobby, outside of flying, is the 
rebuilding and restoration of vin- 
tage muscle cars. This is some- 
thing he wants to pursue more 
attentively. 

Both he and his wife 
have prepared themselves for this 
new stage in their lives. Mrs. 
Howell expounded on the bene- 
fits of spending more quality 
time with her husband, including 
being able to do things together, 
like attending car shows, enjoy- 
ing their beautiful home is Sarasota, Fla., and just 
plain enjoying each other’s company. 

One thing’s for sure, that seven car detached 
garage in Howell’s home is fully loaded and ready to 
go. His beloved hobby will soon get his full atten- 
tion. 

Good luck Fes Howell; we will miss you. 



Jamie Restrepo 


(Back, L-R) Clint El-Ramey, David Cypress, Ken Dunn, George 
Artigas, Billy Parker, Pedro Rodriguez, Chris McGinley. (Front, L-R) 
Roger Smith, Les Howell, Mitchell Cypress. 



Shelley Marmor 

(L-R, standing) O.B. Osceola Jr., Naples Liaison, Armando Negrin, Director of Emergency Services, 
Manuel Diaz, Assistant Director of Emergency Services, Roger Smith, Brighton Council Representative, 
Elaine Aguilar, Immokalee Liaison, Lt. Bryan Stokes, Willie Vasquez, Max Osceola Jr., Hollywood 
Council Representative, Josh Bauer, David Cypress, Big Cypress Council Representative, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, President Moses Osceola, William Alanez, (L-R, kneeling) Lt. Josh Bauer, William 
Alanez, Ira Goodstat, George Asencio, David Harris, Ernesto Gutierrez, Gordon Sanders, Chris 
Campbell, Ricardo Fong, Todd Graham, Hans Melius. 


❖ Council 

Continued from page 1 

this agenda are routine in nature, and were all previ- 
ously discussed by the Tribal Council. All 21 of these 
items passed unanimously. 

This was also the first Tribal Council meet- 
ing after splitting the Tribal Secretary/Treasurer posi- 
tion into two distinct positions. New Tribal Treasurer 
Mike D. Tiger was at the meeting. The council unani- 
mously approved a resolution that will replace former 
Tribal Secretary/Treasurer Priscilla Sayen’s signature 
with Tiger’s signature on all tribal financial docu- 
ments. 

The Tribal Council also unanimously 
approved a resolution that will allow Keith and 
Schnars, a Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. engineering firm, to 
begin plans for the road construction that will take 
place on Snake Road in Big Cypress. 

Susie Kippenberger, Director of Utilities, 
explained the current situation pertaining to the plans 
for construction on Snake Road. She said that begin- 
ning construction on this road has been difficult 
because the road is on both Seminole and 
Miccosukee land, and the two sides have not been 
able to sit down and discuss what should be done to 
this dangerous road. 

David R. Cypress, Big Cypress Council 
Representative, asked Kippenberger if the construc- 
tion will begin on the Seminole or Miccosukee side 
of the road. She said that ideally construction would 
start on the Miccosukee Reservation and work east 
toward the Big Cypress Reservation. However, if the 
two sides can not agree on the construction efforts, 
the construction will begin on the Seminole side. 

Kippenberger estimates that construction 
will begin in July or August of this year. She said it 
will take some time to plan and secure the necessary 
permits to build a shoulder on Snake Road and make 
other necessary improvements. Cypress said that 
there will be a Big Cypress community meeting 
which will alert residents of what exactly they can 
expect during construction on Snake Road. 

Elrod Bowers, Director of Special Events, 


presented a resolution to the council, which they 
unanimously approved, that will formalize a sponsor- 
ship agreement between professional billiards player 
Vivian Villarreal and the tribe. Bowers explained that 
the tribe has had an informal sponsorship agreement 
with Villarreal, however, nothing has been put in 
writing. 

On March 10, Villarreal signed this contract 
with Chairman Mitchell Cypress at the Tampa Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. However, the contract was 
officially recognized after the Tribal Council 
approved the resolution at the meeting. 

Tribal citizen Julie Driggers asked how this 
will benefit the tribe. Bowers explained that the tribe 
will make back the money they invest into Villarreal 
because essentially the tribe is paying for the use of 
her name. In this contract, Villarreal will have to 
adhere to provisions including wearing the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida’s logo at various functions, and 
attending tribal events. 

“It’s just another form of billboard,” 
explained Representative Cypress. “It’s another form 
of marketing.” 

After all the items on the agenda had been 
covered, Jim Allen, CEO of Gaming for the tribe, 
gave the attendees an update on the status of the 
Tampa Hard Rock Hotel & Casino and the nearly- 
complete Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 
Allen said the Tampa opening was his fourteenth 
career hotel grand opening, and called this one “pret- 
ty smooth.” He added that the Tampa Hard Rock 
Hotel was completely booked for the weekend of 
March 20-21, just as it had been the previous open- 
ing weekend. 

Allen estimated the Hollywood Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino will have its opening between April 
29 and May 6. 

“We are on schedule within a few days,” 
Allen said. 

He said that the Hollywood hotel will have 
two times as many rooms as the Tampa Hard Rock 
Hotel, and because of this, tribal citizens should not 
have a problem getting a room for the grand opening 
ceremonies. He added that legendary Las Vegas 
entertainer, Wayne Newton, will perform at the open- 
ing for tribal members. 


Seminole Health Depart Attends 
Miccosukee Health Fair 


By Shelley Marmor 

MIAMI, FL — On Wednesday March 24, 
Shannon McKeown, Health Educator and Jamie 
Schevis, Medical Social Worker, attended the 24th 
Annual Miccosukee Health Fair. The two 
representatives from the Health 
Department brought a tri-fold display 
board with them that contained informa- 
tion about health-related issues including 
diabetes, cancer, sexually transmitted dis- 
eases and maternal/child health. 

McKeown and Schevis also 
brought a demonstration with them that 
showed the functions of a healthy kidney 
versus a diseased kidney. This demonstra- 
tion was done with a cooking strainer, red 
water meant to imitate blood, and small 
colorful plastic beads. 

“This [demonstration] shows how 
the kidneys function in relation to dia- 
betes,” McKeown said. 

Schevis poured the red water and 
beads into three different strainers. The 
first strainer strained all the red water, and 
left behind the beads. This was meant to 
show how the kidneys filter waste prod- 
ucts from the blood, leaving behind only 
clean blood. The second strainer had large 
holes cut out in it, which allowed some of 
the beads to remain in the water after they 
were poured through the strainer. The final 
strainer had extremely larger holes and 
allowed all the beads to remain in the 
water. 

The final strainer demonstrated 
that without healthy- functioning kidneys, 
the blood does not get cleansed of waste 
products. This will, of course, lead to 
greater health problems. 

McKeown said that a high sugar 
diet is one of the main causes of kidney 
deterioration. She added that the demon- 
stration, which her boss Connie Whidden, 

Health Director, came up with, helps peo- 
ple visualize how the kidneys actually 
work. McKeown said this is a better 
method than trying to explain kidney func- 
tions to people because “most people have 
no clue” about what the kidneys do. 

In addition to the Seminole Tribe’s booth, 
there were many other health-related booths offering 
information on a variety of topics. These included 
back health, massages, women’s, men’s, teen’s, and 
children’s health, and cholesterol and blood pressure 
checks. 

Co-organizer Alejandra Gonzalez from the 
Miccosukee Health Department said this was her fifth 
Miccosukee Health Fair, and added that it was “the 
best one we’ve ever had.” She estimated that about 
200-300 people attended the fair, approximately 100 
more than last year. 

Gonzalez said all the children from the 


Miccosukee Indian School put on a song and dance 
presentation that dealt with healthy eating. Master 
flutist Sonny Nevaquaya also entertained the atten- 
dees with a few songs. Two Miami Dolphins 


Cheerleaders, Hennely Jimenez and Kim Mitchell, 
attended the health fair along with Shawn Wooden, 
the Miami Dolphins’ veteran safety. According to 
Gonzalez, this is the third year a member of the 
Miami Dolphins has attended. 

“The Dolphins are very supportive,” said co- 
organizer and Health Educator Lea Osceola. 

Osceola, who will be a co-organizer again 
next year, said that she hopes to improve the fair by 
getting the community more involved and possibly 
adding guest speakers. This was Osceola’s first year 
as a co-organizer, but she said she was pleased with 
the turnout. 



Shelley Marmor 


Jamie Schevis, a Medical Social Worker for the tribe, demon- 
strates how the kidneys function using a cooking strainer, red 
water meant to imitate blood, and small colorful plastic 
beads. 





4 April 9, 2004 The Seminole Tribune 


Sign Up for First Annual Women’s 
Weekend Wellness Conference 


The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
presents the First Annual Women’s 
Weekend Wellness Conference; the theme 
is Total Wellenss. Female Seminole tribal 
citizens, limited to 100 participants, may 
attend this event, which will take place at 
Don Shula’s Hotel & Golf Club on 
Memorial Day weekend, May 28-3 1 . 

Applications are available at 


Hollywood, Big Cypress, Brighton and 
Immokalee Family Services. Please mail 
your application to 3006 Josie Billie 
Avenue, Hollywood, FL. 33024, or fax at 
(954) 967-5182. The deadline is May 7 at 5 
p.m. 

Facial/massage starting at 1 p.m. 
on the 28th; call Yvonne Courtney at (954) 
964-6338, Ext. 116, for an appointment. 


Seminole Tribe of Florida Presents- 

Application for the First Annual Women’s Weekend Wellness Conference 

May 28-May 31,2004 

At Don Shula’s Hotel & Golf Club in Miami Lakes, FL 33014 
Theme: “Total Wellness” 

FOR WOMEN ONLY, 18 and older. Limited to 100 participants. 
Tribal citizens have first priority. 

Name: 

Address: 

City/State/Zip 

Contact 

Phone # D.O.B. AGE 

Reservation: 

Non-Resident 

Non-Resident but affiliated with what reserva- 
tion: 

Facial: What Day: Time: 

Massage: What Day: Time: 

Tribal citizen? Yes No Member number. 

Smoking or Non-Smoking room 

Guidelines for the drug-free conference: 

Please refrain from any use of alcohol/drugs for the duration of the conference. 

Attendance required for the entire conference. 

All meals/rooms are included with the conference. Incidentals are on your own. 
No precious husbands, children or boyfriends or girlfriends. 

For non-compliance of these rules you will be asked to leave. 

NO EXCEPTIONS! 

If we can come to an agreement, making this contract binding we’re going to 
have a really good time. Thank you for making this commitment. 

I AGREE TO THE ABOVE GUIDELINES: 


Signature of Participant Date 

Deadline for applications: Friday, May 7th at 5 p.m . 

Turn application to Yvonne Courtney, Coordinator 
Mail to: 3006 Josie Billie Ave., Hollywood, FL 33024 
Phone: (954) 964-6338 
Fax: (954) 967-5182 
Upon selection, you will be notified. 


End User Computer Training Begins in May 


By Laura Piccolo, Change Management Project Manager 

HOLLYWOOD — Beyond the “paperless” advan- 
tages of implementing new technology, are the benefits 
achieved for the individual and the organization during the 
training process. For example, a major benefit achieved for the 
individual is an increase in their skills set. For the organization, 
investments made in training are returned two fold in efficiency. 

Prior to training employees on the new system, is the 
need to provide basic Personal Computer (PC) skills training. 
When end user training begins for the new system in May, it 
will be easier for the individual if they already know how to use 
the PC. That way, they can then concentrate on just learning the 
new system. Future opportunities for basic PC skills training 
will be available for all employees once we have completed this 
first phase for the end users. 

The PC skills training have been custom designed 
specifically for us at the Seminole Tribe of Florida. It will help 
the employee with their understanding of how to use their com- 
puter for many different applications, besides helping them with 
their job responsibilities. 

The courseware was designed with the individual and 
the tribe in mind, that is, it needed to be comprehensive, cus- 
tomized, and convenient. The normal five day course was con- 
densed into two, by utilizing only those topics that were 
absolutely necessary and would enable the employee to be 
ready to use a PC for basic usage of Windows, Microsoft Word, 
the Internet, Microsoft Outlook, to check e-mail, and Microsoft 
Excel. 


In addition to the PC skills training that is provided by 
Jason Thomas in Brighton and Richard Hendricks in Big 
Cypress, the tribe’s Change Management Project Manager, 
Laura Piccolo, has obtained the services of New Horizons 
Computer Learning Center, Inc. for the instructor-led PC Skills 
classes in Hollywood. The tribe’s Information Systems 
Department has turned the old TPA building (where Risk 
Management use to be located) in Hollywood, into a high tech 
learning center complete with flat screen monitors in a class 
room setting. Additional classes are also being provided for 
other locations to accommodate the needs of remote trainees. 

The class schedule runs from now until the end of 
April. The total course is two days. Day one’s topics are: 
Computers made Easy, Windows, Intro to the Web, and How to 
use Microsoft Word. Day two’s topics are: How to use 
Microsoft Outlook (sending/receiving email and documents, 
managing the calendar/appointments/meetings/invitations) and 
How to use Microsoft Excel. 

Some individuals started out only wanting to attend a 
half day session, but then decided to attend more in order to 
confirm their present level of understanding. Additionally, some 
students were surprised to learn more advanced skills in a basic 
course! Class schedules are flexible and the feedback has been 
so positive that the next two class sessions scheduled are 
already full. However, more classes are available. 

If you are going to be an end user of the new system, 
and want to sign up for basic PC skills training, contact Laura 
Piccolo at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1245. 


Hearing Addressed Subprime and Predatory Lending 

Native Americans are being overlooked 


Submitted by the National American 
Indian Housing Council 

WASHINGTON, DC — The 
subcommittee on Housing and 
Community Organizing and the 
Subcommittee on Financial Institutions 
and Consumer Credit held a joint hearing 
Tuesday March 30 on “Subprime 
Lending: Defining the Market and Its 
Customers.” Subcommittee members lis- 
tened to leaders from various walks of 
life testify on the advantages and disad- 
vantages of subprime lending. However, 
the voice of Indian Country was missing, 
according to the National American 
Indian Housing Council (NAIHC). 

“Policy makers should be aware 
that predatory lending is a major issue for 
the Native community,” said NAIHC 
Chairman Russell Sossamon. “We are 
still trying to inform members of the 
mortgage industry, federal agencies abd 
housing organizations how important it is 
to make anti-predatory lending a priority. 
With this being an election year, we need 
someone to stand up for the victims of 
these unfair and abusive leaders. We need 
someone to recognize that there are real 
people-of different levels and back- 
grounds-who are in need of adequate leg- 
islation in order to reduce the number of 
predatory lending victims.” 

In a 2003 survey of tribes and 
tribal housing entities, NAIHC learned 
that 52.9 percent of survey respondents 
believed that lenders discriminated based 


on race and identified predatory lending 
in their tribal area as a serious concern. 
The survey was conducted in partnership 
with the National Community 
Reinvestment Center (NCRC). 

In the nation as a whole, sub- 
prime and manufactured home lenders 
made 19.5 percent of all the conventional 
home purchase loans to Native 
Americans in 2001, compared to only 9.6 
percent of the loans to whites. While sub- 
prime loans may be a viable option for 
brokers lacking credit or with credit prob- 
lems, they tend to be given to low- 
income and minority groups across the 
nation. Subprime loans, or loans that may 
have high interest rates and fees, often 
are predatory loans. Predatory loans typi- 
cally have high interest rates and fees, 
plus abrasive terms, sometimes resulting 
in foreclosure or bankruptcy. 

In the survey, the most frequent- 
ly-cited predatory lending practices 
included abusive loans for purchases of 
manufactured loans, 48.6 percent, and for 
first-time homebuyers, 35 percent. 

“We have too many of our 
Native people being targeted for abusive 
and expensive mortgage loans. That is 
why NAIHC has embarked on two major 
initiatives, one to expand homebuyer 
education in Indian Country and one is a 
$10 million campaign to boost Native 
homeownership and development,” said 
NAIHC Director Gary L. Gordon. “The 
severity of challenges facing the Native 


community is nothing short of appalling, 
and we cannot have any more obstacles 
in the way of Native homebuyers, many 
of whom are first-time purchasers waiting 
for a chance to better their living condi- 
tions.” 

NCRC also devised a model 
anti-predatory lending bill to provide 
tribes with the means to prevent predato- 
ry lending practices throughout their 
communities. So far, the Grand Traverse 
Tribe of Michigan and the Navajo Nation 
have passes anti-predatory lending legis- 
lation. 

“NAIHC will continue working 
with congress and any financial regulato- 
ry body to devise solutions to this prob- 
lem and to ensure that these lenders are 
punished,” said Sossamon. 

NAIHC did not have any part of 
the hearing, although it was held in time 
for Fair Housing Month, which is April. 

Offering homebuyers education 
and financial literary opportunities is one 
way to fight predatory lending, according 
to mortgage industry experts. For 30 
years NAIHC has helped tribal housing 
authorities meet the needs of their tribal 
members, offering on-site trainings, tech- 
nical assistance and research on Native 
housing issues. NAIHC also offers cultur- 
ally relevant homebuyer education for its 
members to use on their reservations. For 
a copy of NAIHC/NCRC report on 
predatory lending, please visit 
www.naihc.org. 
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Michael D. Goodman 


Partners for the Native American Cultural Exchange Program: (L-R) Lucy Evanicki, Lucille Jumper, 
Bobbie Connor, Herbert Jim, Scarlett Jumper Young, Tom Gallaher, Michelle Liberty, Gosia Cups, Lee 
Tiger and Dawn Madahbee. 





* Germany 

Continued from page 1 


experience for all of us,” said Tom 
Gallaher, Director of Development and 
Promotions for the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum. “The German families 
embraced us all as we colorfully demon- 
strated tribal diversity in Native American 
cultures.” 

In addition to the well-received 
cultural exchange events, the Seminole 
Tribe was very visible during ITB. For 
three consecutive days, consumers had the 
opportunity to see Seminole dance per- 
formances in the See America Pavilion 
and to register to win a family vacation 
package. 

More than 5,000 people visited 
the Seminole Tribe’s booth and registered 
to win a Seminole Tribe of Florida/Fort 
Lauderdale Family Vacation. This vaca- 
tion package included a roundtrip airfare 
for a family of four to Fort Lauderdale 
compliments of Delta Airlines, 5 -night 
stay at the Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino, two-day/one-night stay at Billie Swamp 
Safari with passes to enjoy all tours, rides and shows, 


Tom Gallaher 

Stomp dance leader Victor Billie (left), along with Herbert Jim (center) and 
Scarlett Jumper Young (right), lead students in a Friendship Dance throughout 
the auditorium at the John F. Kennedy School. 


Michael D. Goodman 

Seminole stomp dancers and Tom Gallaher present Principal 
Chris Hanna (center) with a Seminole patchwork jacket at the 
John F. Kennedy School in Berlin, Germany. 

Rock Hotel.” 

Spree Radio 105.5, a popular radio station in 
Berlin, included the Seminole Tribe as part of a live 

radio show broadcast 
from ITB for three 
consecutive days. One 
week prior, the radio 
station broadcasted a 
special feature about 
the Seminole Tribe’s 
Everglades Experience 
as part of a Fort 
Lauderdale vacation. 
Also, colorful banners 
and posters throughout 
the halls of ITB and 
the cover and lead 
story of Florida Sun 
Magazine magnified 
the Seminole Tribe’s 
visibility at the world’s 
largest travel show. 
“The 

Seminole Tribe of 
Florida has worked 
hard to preserve the 
natural environment 
and as a result, the 
wonders of the Florida 
Everglades. The 
Seminole culture con- 


including the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, $1,000 
Sawgrass Mills Mall shopping certificate, world 
famous Mai Kai dinner 
and show and compli- 
mentary car rental from 
Dollar Rent-A-Car. Doris 
Dolgner of Berlin was 
randomly selected as the 
winner of the contest. 

“Knowing that 
the German market is 
one of the leading inter- 
national visitors to Billie 
Swamp Safari and the 
museum, I was able to 
partner with the Greater 
Fort Lauderdale 
Convention & Visitors 
Bureau and other tourism 
partners for a very suc- 
cessful promotion,” said 
Lucy Evanicki, 

Marketing Director for 
Billie Swamp Safari. 

“Developing promotions 
like this one to reach out 
to potential visitors will 
continue to increase traf- 


tinues to bring joy to visitors from around the world,’' 
said Evanicki. 


Tom Gallaher 


A cameraman gets a close shot at the beginning of a Friendship Dance led by 
Victor Billie (center) at the ITB tourism show. 



Tom Gallaher 

(L-R) Michael Goodman of Bitner Goodman, Scarlett Jumper Young, and Marketing Director Lucy 
Evanicki hand out a few of the 4,000 goody bags that were given out. 
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Upcoming Local Events- 
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Temporary Detour of Turner Road and 
Closure of Monument Lake Campground 


Submitted by the National Park Service, U.S. 
Department of the Interior 

The entrance to the Turner River Road, 
County Road (CR) 839, off US 41, the Tamiami Trail, 
will be closed due to construction from April 4-1 1 . 
Access for residents and other travelers in the area 
will be maintained via a detour that will be routed to 
Birdon Road, CR 841, and Upper Wagonwheel Road, 
CR 837. 

Monument Lake Campground, located on US 
41, 15 -miles east of the Turner River Road, will be 
closed from April 12-19. During this closure, visitors 
to the area may find other camping opportunities at 
the Midway Campground, located on US 41, eight 


miles east of Monument Lake, or at a privately owned 
campgrounds within Ochopee, Everglades City and 
Chokoloskee. 

Closures may extend beyond the anticipated 
date due to unforeseen challenges of construction. 

The detour and closure will allow for con- 
tractors to complete elements of the Tamiami Trail 
Scenic Highway improvements within the Big 
Cypress National Preserve. These projects, along with 
others currently underway within the preserve, will 
improve facilities in the area. Other projects currently 
under construction include boardwalks, canoe launch- 
es and picnic areas. 


Miccosukee’s Everglades Music & Crafts Festival 


Submitted by Lee Tiger, Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians 

The Miccosukee Tribe will host the 29th 
Annual Everglades Music & Crafts Festival on 
Saturday April 17. This annual American Indian bene- 
fit helps the tribe raise funds for Miccousukee educa- 
tional programs. The festival runs from 9:30 a.m. until 
6 p.m.; however, gates close at 5 p.m. 

This benefit celebrates South Florida’s mag- 
nificent melting pot by blending American Indian cul- 
ture with many ethnic communities of South Florida 
for a day of fun for the entire family in the 
Everglades. 

The musical entertainment will be continu- 
ous throughout, along with a vast collection of arts, 
crafts, fashion and food. See the Miccosukees’ famous 
Indian alligator wrestling and much more. Airboat 


rides are also available for an additional cost. No pets 
or alcoholic beverages, please. 

Festivities will take place at the Miccosukee 
Indian Village, located in the everglades, approxi- 
mately 25 miles west of Miami on the Tamiami Trail 
(US Hwy 41/8th St) and 70 miles southeast of Naples. 
For more information, please call Deborah Tiger at 
(305) 223-8380. 

Here is a list of the events: 11 a.m. Let it Be, 
a Beatles Tribute band, 1:30 p.m. Miccosukee Indian 
Fashion Show, 2:30 p.m. World Classic Rockers, clas- 
sic rock all-star band featuring former members of 
Steppenwolf, Journey, Lynyrd Skynrd and Toto, 4:30 
p.m. Johnny Winter Band featuring James 
Montgomery. 

Admission is $15 for adults, $7 for children 
7-12 years old, children 6 and younger are free. 


Social Security Can Be Financially 
Critical for Widows 


The Basics of Social Security 
Survivors Benefits 

By Ginny Jordan, Public Affairs Specialist, Social 
Security Administration 

Oftentimes government statistics can simply 
bore you; but there are some statistics that may sur- 
prise you. Here is one example: The Administration 
on Aging reported that in 2001 there were more than 
four times as many widows as widowers. And, per- 
haps even more surprising, the statistics show that 
almost half of all older women are widows. 

As a Social Security manager, those statistics 
remind me why it is vitally important for all women 
to understand at least the basics of the Social Security 
survivor’s insurance program. 

Here are four of the most important facts 
about Social Security survivors insurance that every 
woman should know: 

If your husband dies and you are age 60 or 
older, you can receive widow’s benefits. If you are 
disabled, you can get widow’s benefits as early as age 
50. The amount of your monthly payment will depend 
on how old you are and on how much your deceased 
husband would have been entitled to, or was receiv- 
ing, when he died. 


If you re-marry before reaching age 60, you 
cannot receive widow’s benefits based on your late 
husband’s earnings record as long as that marriage 
remains in effect. 

If you remarry after age 60, you will contin- 
ue to receive benefits on your deceased husband’s 
Social Security record. However, if your current hus- 
band is a Social Security beneficiary, you may want to 
apply for a wife’s benefit on his record if it would be 
larger than your widow’s benefit. You cannot get both. 

If you are a widow with children, you may 
be eligible for a widow’s benefit at any age when you 
are caring for a child who is under age 1 6 or who is 
disabled and entitled to benefits. Unmarried children 
may receive survivor’s benefits on your husband’s 
record until they are age 18, or until 19 if they go to 
school full time. If your child’s nineteenth birthday 
occurs during a school term, benefits will usually con- 
tinue until completion of the term, or for two months 
following the nineteenth birthday, whichever comes 
first. Also, benefits to your children will continue as 
long as they are eligible, even if you re-marry. 

For more information about Social Security 
survivors benefits, visit 

www.socialsecurity.gov/women/ or call our toll free 
number, 1 -800-772- 1213, and ask for the booklet, 
“Social Security: What Every Woman Should Know.” 
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The Ric Rac Shack 


Ric Rac Shack is the place for 
ric rac, bias and everything for 
tribal and regalia sewing. 
You can’t beat the variety 
and the prices. 

Too far away? 

THE STORE WILL COME 

TO YOU! 

Get ten people together, and 
we’ll bring it all to you. 
Call for details. 

Ric Rac Shack 

5450 Plaza South State Rd 7 (441) 
(Across from Hard Rock Hotel & Casino) 
Open Mon. - Fri. 9:30 a.m.- 5 p.m. 

( 954 ) 583-3006 
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Charles Hiers Billie Attends Sixth 
Annual Pioneer Dinner 


Billie f s 

Volunteer Work 
Highlighted at 
Old Davie 
School 




By Michael Kelly 

DAVIE, FL — On 
March 6, the Davie Historic 
Society held their Sixth 
Annual Pioneer Dinner , hon- 
oring founding pioneer fami- 
lies the Hills, the Carsons, and 
the Stirlings. Also honored 
were the many volunteers who 
give their time at the Old 
Davie School, including tribal 
citizen Charles Hiers Billie. 

Held at the Old Davie 
School Historical Museum, the 
200-plus attendees watched a 
presentation featuring the hon- 
ored families. Also attending 
the event were Geneva Shore, 

Lottie Coody, and Clarence 
Harrell. All three lent their 

support to Billie, who is committed in “It feels good working with the The Davie Historical Society 

preserving the culture of the Seminole Davie community,” said Billie. “They’re greatly appreciates Billie, who’s contin- 

Tribe of Florida. close-knit just like the tribe.” ued support helps make the Old Davie 

School a special landmark here 
in South Florida. 

“He [Billie] deeply 
cares about the history of his 
people and the history of South 
Florida,” Said Barbara McCall, 
Secretary of the Davie 
Historical Society. 

Constance Savory, 
Executive Director of the 
Davie School Foundation is 
thrilled that Billie is able to 
give his free time at the Davie 
School, teaching the children 
and educating the community. 

“It’s the shared history 
that binds the community 
together, teaching the next gen- 
eration the importance of fami- 
ly and friends,” said Savory. 

Billie will be on hand 
at the Old Davie School on 
April 20, 21, and 23 from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
Sawgrass Elementary School is 
scheduled to visit, and will no 
doubt have lots of questions 
about Seminole Indians. 

For tribal citizens 
interested in volunteering at 
the Old Davie School, please 
contact the school at (954) 797- 
1044. 


Micheal Kelly 

Charles Hiers Billie stands next to the Seminole exhibit at the Old Davie School Historical 
Museum. 


Micheal Kelly 

(L-R) Geneva Shore, Charles Hiers Billie, Lottie Coody, and Clarence Harrell at the Sixth 
Annual Pioneer Dinner. 



Billie Napper 

Wyatt Webb looks on as a student examines a horseshoe. 


Equine Specialist Wyatt 
Webb Holds Seminar 


By Billie Napper, Counselor 

IMMOKALEE — The 

Family Services Department hosted four 
days of equine therapy with Wyatt 
Webb. The sessions ran from March 
22-25 at the Chickee Village near the 
Rodeo Arena in Immokalee. 

“It’s not about the horse,” 

Webb said. “It’s about facing your own 
fear and self doubt.” 

He says that people tend to 
develop a relationship with the horse 
using the same pattern and style they 
use when developing relationships with 
the significant people in their lives. 

Webb is the founder and leader 
of the Equine Experience at Miraval 
Life in Balance in Tucson, Ariz. Webb 
has become one of the most sought after 
therapists in the country. He brings a 
unique blend of horse-sense and thera- 
py. He tends to focus on how we can 
change our lives in order to be healthier 
and happier. 


Some people think of the 2000 
movie “28 Days” when they think of 
equine therapy or horse therapy. In the 
movie, Sandra Bullock’s character has 
to learn to relate to the horse so she can 
improve the relationships in her life. 
Webb is much more supportive and 
encouraging than the segment in the 
movie. 

One day of therapy was devot- 
ed to the clients and staff of the 
Miccosukee Treatment Center. Another 
day was devoted to Seminole tribal citi- 
zens who are in recovery. Most of the 
Family Services staff participated in the 
therapy. 

While being a little skeptical at 
first, most of the staff is now excited 
and enthusiastic about the equine expe- 
rience. Family Services is planning to 
bring Webb back so that more tribal cit- 
izens can participate in this therapy, 
which allows for healing of old wounds. 
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Seminole Police Department Crime Statistics 

February 2004 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

Number of 
Offenses 

Total Value 
Property 
Stolen 

Total 

Arrests 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

Indian 

Asian 

Murder 












Sex Offense 

1 

0 










Robbery 

1 

1000 




1 




1 


Aggravated Battery 

5 


4 



2 

2 

1 


3 


Battery 

12 


7 



3 

4 

4 


3 


Burglary 

3 

200 

1 


1 





1 


Larceny 

21 

13413 










Motor Vehicle Theft 

3 

9500 











Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests 

Drug Type 

Amount 

Value 

Marijuana (grams) 

11.65 

$126 

Cocaine (grams) 

1.25 

$75 

Crack Cocaine (grams) 



Alprazolam / Xanax (pills) 



Oxycodone (pills) 



Oxycontin (pills) 



Crystal Methamphetamines 



Other Narcotics (pills) 




Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

hdan 

Asian 

DUI 

2 



2 


1 


1 


Stolen Property 










Weapons Violation 

2 



1 

1 

1 


1 


Liquor Law Violation 










Miscellaneous 

11 

1 


8 

2 

5 

2 

4 


Drugs (Possession / Sale) 

12 

1 


9 

2 

7 


5 



Arrested? License Problems? 


“We’ll Stand Up For You I” 

* Suspended License • Felonies 

* Revoked License • Misdemeanors 


Traffic Tickets 
DU1 


Nursing Home Neglect 


The Law Offices of 

Guy J. Seligman, RA. 


L 320 SE9th Street • Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 

954 - 760-7600 

I 
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Education 





Emma Brown 

Kari Kroeplin, 12th grade student from Brighton. 


Emma Brown 

Kim Arledge, 10th grade student from Brighton. 


Brighton Students Plan for the Future 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Meet Kimberly Arledge. 

She is the daughter of Shane and Arica Buck of 
Brighton, Fla. Kimberly is in the 10th grade at 
Okeechobee High School. She enjoys riding her four- 
wheeler in her spare time, and loves to chat on the 
phone with her friends. 

After graduating, Arledge would like to 
attend college and major in cosmetology. She really 
enjoys practicing the art of cosmetology on her 
friends and family by styling their hair and manicur- 
ing and painting nails. 

When Arledge was asked what advice she 
would offer to young Seminole students, she said, 

“Be very organized and keep your grades up and 
always hold your head high.” 

Meet Kari Kroeplin. She is the daughter of 


Rodney and Lisa Osceola of Brighton, Fla. Kroeplin 
is in the 12th grade at Okeechobee High School. Her 
favorite hobby is spending time with horses and par- 
ticipating in the sport of rodeo. 

Kroeplin would like to attend college to earn 
a degree in accounting. She said she loves numbers, 
and working with them is something she has always 
enjoyed. It is Kreoplin’s dream to someday have an 
established family of her own and great job she can 
be proud of. 

“Your freshman year is when it all starts, 
don’t mess up,” Kreoplin advised to other Seminole 
students. 

She is very proud of her family, and con- 
tributes all of her inspiration and positive influence to 
the support and love that they have always given her. 


Hollywood Preschoolers Learn 
About St Patrick’s Day 



Michael Kelly 


Tommy Doud demonstrates the Irish Jig at the DSO Library. 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

March 17, the Hollywood preschoolers 
were treated to a St. Patrick’s Day cel- 
ebration, complete with stories, a game 
of hot potato, and even dancing the 
Irish jig, or something close to it. 

Thommy Doud, Disability 
Services Coordinator with the 
Hollywood Preschool Department, 
read stories about St. Patrick’s Day, 
including “Hooray for St. Patrick’s 
Day” and “Jack and the Leprechaun.” 

All the children wore white t-shirts, 
which they painted in different shades 
of green. 

Doud, who is Irish, enjoyed 
telling the young children about the 
legend of St. Patrick, and how he 
chased all the snakes out of Ireland. 

He asked the children if they knew 
what happens if you catch a lep- 
rechaun. 

“You get a pot of gold,” Doud 
exclaimed in his best Irish accent. 

There was even a pot of gold- wrapped 
candy treats for the children. 

After listening intently to the stories, all the 
children danced to traditional Irish music. After get- 
ting a wee bit tired, everyone sat down and formed a 


circle. There, the children passed around a “hot pota- 
to” as the music played. When the music stopped, 
whoever was holding the potato received a big laugh 
from everyone else. 

Yudit Lam, Head Librarian at the Dorothy 
Scott Osceola (DSO) Library had 
asked Doud if he would like to read 
stories to the children for St. Patrick’s 
Day. 

“He thought it was a great 
idea,” said Lam. 

Lam’s goal is to also educate 
children about the different types of 
holidays celebrated around the world. 

A display in front of the library con- 
tained information about the history of 
Ireland. 

“It’s important for the children 
to learn something about each holiday,” 
said Lam. 

The next big event at the DSO 
Library is Easter. The library is plan- 
ning some arts and crafts and a treasure 
hunt. 

To find out what’s happening 
at the DSO Library, please call (954) 
989-6840, Ext. 1225. 



Michael Kelly 

Tommy Doud reads St. Patrick’s Day stories to the preschoolers. 
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Education Attends NIEA Legislative Summit 


By Emma Brown 

WASHINGTON, DC — The 8th Annual 
National Indian Education Association (NIEA) 
Legislative Summit was held from March 21-23 at 
the Wyndam City Center in Washington, DC. Cindy 
Hughes, Assistant Director and Emma Brown, 
Brighton Education Advisor attended the summit on 
behalf of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Education 
Department. 

There were representatives from Native 
American, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian Tribes 
in attendance. During the summit, attendees were 
updated on current legislation for Indian education, 
as well as, other education-related legislation that 
impacts Indian country. Some of the topics discussed 
at the Summit included Head Start, Impact Aid, 
Higher Education, Bureau of Indian Affairs appropri- 
ations, Office of Indian Education appropriations, 
Special Education Issues, No Child Left Behind, and 
much more. 

There are many issues that were identified 
by attendees of the conference that pose a direct 
impact on tribal education programs. Some of the 
major items discussed by tribal participants were 
their concerns for school construction, which had a 
$66 million decrease in the president’s Fiscal Year 
2005 budget, and a $6 million slash for Indian 
Education Facilities Improvement and Repair. These 
cuts will have a major impact for Tribal Educating 
facilities around the country, and were said to be an 
“unconscionable decision” by NIEA president Cindy 
La Marr since the backlog of critical repair needs is 
well known. 

The administration and transportation budg- 
ets for many of these tribes will be directly affected 


as funds will have to be pulled from these budgets to 
supplement the current decrease in school construc- 
tion and repairs. This is just a couple of major issues 
that tribes are facing in this year’s presidential budg- 
et. 

Attendees spent a significant amount of time 
meeting with members of congress and their staff on 
Capitol Hill. One of the most significant measures 
NIEA attorneys taught attendees before their meeting 
with congressional representatives was that the use of 
real-life stories. NIEA lawyers said this was the best 
strategy because these stories help to enhance argu- 
ments and points that need to be heard. 

After meeting many of the attendees from 
different tribes, I knew that the sharing of real-life 
stories was undoubtedly the very best tool that could 
be used and would definitely be of great impact to 
those members of congress that would hear them. 

The Seminole Tribe’s Education Department made 
some very important and lasting friendships with 
members from other tribes, and was able to bare wit- 
ness to the financial struggles that many tribes face 
and that will directly impact Native American youth 
and their learning environment. 

I feel very fortunate to be part of the 
Seminole Tribe and encourage every tribal citizen to 
look around at all of the economical advances that 
the Seminoles have been able to achieve and contin- 
ue to strive to ensure a positive, constructive future 
for our children. We should never take for granted 
the good fortunes that have been bestowed upon our 
tribe by the hard work and effort of our people and 
move into the future remembering that what we have 
today may not be what we have tomorrow. 


Ahfachkee School Catches Spring Fever 



Ahfachkee students were limbo pros. 


Iretta Tiger 



Iretta Tiger 

Hooping it up at the Spring Festival. 


By Iretta Tiger 

BIG CYPRESS — 

The Herman L. 
Osceola Gym was decorated 
with lights, balloons, and 
beautifully set tables. There 
was even a little dance floor 
and a D J. On March 1 1 , the 
Big Cypress community 
came out to celebrate the 
Ahfachkee School’s Spring 
Festival. 

Several classes had 
booths displaying their vari- 
ous projects. The exhibits 
included chickee models, 
bead work, and display 
boards narrating a Feb. 2 trip 
to Washington, DC. There 
was also face painting and a 
photographer taking por- 
traits. 

Everyone enjoyed 
themselves as the children 
hula hooped, played limbo, 
and danced both the Electric 
Slide and the Cha Cha. Most 
adults were shy about danc- 
ing but a couple of teachers 
decided to let loose on the 
dance floor. Even the cater- 
ers couldn’t resist dancing 
while they worked. 

The limbo was par- 
ticularly interesting. 
Everyone had their own 
method of going under the 
bar. The older kids, who are 
usually too cool for this, also 
participated. One guy had a 
little help with his skate- 
board. 

The evening ended 
with a train working its way 
around the gym and the kids 
dancing into the night. 


Brighton Summer 
Kindergarten Program 
Registration 

For all children entering Kindergarten in 
September 2004 

June 14-July 30-8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Fill out an application today! 

For more information, please call Linda Knee, 
Education Advisor at (954) 989-6840, Ext. 1313. 


Brighton Workshop 

Parents are invited to have fun 
and 

learn to help their kids in school, 
April 22 at 12 p.m. at the Brighton 
Preschool 

Have lunch too! 
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The Family Disease 


By Mary Olitzky, Family Services 
Counselor 

The best way to discuss alco- 
holism and the family is to relate the experi- 
ences of many families I have worked with. 
In these families, they never talked about 
problems with alcohol, hoping the problems 
would disappear. Counselors call this the 
“elephant in the living room” that everyone 
walks around, but never talks about. 

Growing up in a family with alco- 
holism, many of them eventually married an 
alcoholic. Some of them found their way 
into Al-Anon. This is a group to help family 
members of alcoholics. They found this 
group very helpful in dealing with their own 
thoughts and feelings about alcoholism. 

They learned some really impor- 
tant things in Al-Anon that they still use in 
their daily lives. 

The following is a list of Do’s and 
Don’ts for anyone dealing with an alcoholic 
or drug addict in your family: 

DO take some time out to rest. 

DON’T stay on the merry-go-round. 


DO find support in Al-Anon, or with a sup- 
port group or counselor. 

DON’T let fear or distrust keep you from 
getting help. 

DO realize you did not cause anyone to use 
drugs or alcohol. 

DON’T blame yourself or feel guilty. 

DO get information about chemical depend- 
ency and family life. 

DON’T worry that you lack information. 
DO make an emergency plan. 

DON’T sit and wait for the other shoe to 
fall. 

DO learn to be more compassionate as we 
“let go”. 

DON’T bicker and nag and complain. 

DO live to learn one day at a time, depend- 
ing on a Higher Power. 

DON’T ever give up hope. 

If you need help for dealing with 
alcoholism or drug addiction in your family, 
call Family Services Department. 
Remember, you can change your life, even 
if the other person does not want to change. 


Codependency: Enabling 
the Substance Abuser 


By Tony Bullington, Site Supervisor 

If substance abuse is the main 
problem facing the addict, codependen- 
cy is the biggest issue facing those who 
love them. Codependency, like most of 
the issues related to substance abuse is 
complex. It is easier to describe than to 
define. Essentially, it includes many of 
the actions of family members and 
friends towards the addicted person. 

Codependency is rooted in the 
love and care a person has towards the 
addicted. Obviously, love and care are 
not bad things. It is the actions they pro- 
duce that enable the addicted person to 
continue his or her substance use and 
prevent them from facing the conse- 
quences of their actions. Substance 
abusers are skilled in the art of manipu- 
lation, and it is not uncommon for them 
to utilize guilt, fear and/or shame to use 
people’s love for their benefit. The 
result is an unhealthy codependency. 

Codependent enabling behav- 
iors include giving substance abusers 
money, bailing them out of jail, making 
excuses for their drinking/drug abuse 
and covering for them. In other words, 
codependency is seen in any behavior 
that encourages their continued sub- 
stance use, protecting them from nega- 
tive consequences and allowing them to 
continue in denial of the problem. 
Codependents also are often guilty of 
blaming everyone and everything except 
the substance abuser for his or her own 
problems. 

Targets of blame include 
employers, friends, other family mem- 
bers, social issues, life pressure, law 
enforcement or agencies that “are not 
helping” the substance abuser. This 
codependent enabling behavior encour- 
ages the substance abuser to remain in 


denial and to continue using while 
blaming someone else for his problems. 
The codependent family member 
becomes increasingly frustrated because 
the problem continues but “these peo- 
ple” are not helping or are causing the 
trouble. 

How can this destructive cycle 
be broken? The codependent family 
member or friend can become a valu- 
able part of the therapeutic process by 
recognizing and ceasing the enabling 
behaviors. 

Not sure if you’re codepen- 
dent? Take this simple self-evalua- 
tion: 

Have you ever made excuses 
for a family member or friend’s 
drug/alcohol abuse? 

Have you ever bailed a family 
member or friend out of jail for a sub- 
stance abuse charge? 

Have you ever given a family 
member or friend money and worried 
that they might buy alcohol or drugs? 

Do you believe that you can 
change a family member or friend that 
uses alcohol/drugs? 

Do you blame others and make 
excuses for family members or friends 
who use alcohol/drugs? One yes answer 
to any of these questions indicates 
enabling behavior and more than one 
yes answer confirms that you have a 
problem with codependency. 

What can you do? Seek Help 
for yourself. Speak with a counselor. 
Participate in the Women’s Group in 
Hollywood on Tuesdays from 12:30 
p.m.-2 p.m., attend the Wellness 
Conference, Women’s Conference or 
Men’s Conference. Basically, do some- 
thing positive for yourself. 


Intervention: Taking the 
Bull By the Homs 


By Crissie Carter, Director of Family 
Services 

My dad became sober when I 
was nine-years-old. After that, it 
seemed as though somehow our family 
was regularly involved in interventions. 
It was not uncommon for my dad to 
“pour” someone, friend, family, neigh- 
bor, stranger-it didn’t matter, into the 
car and drive them to the local detox 
center. 

As a kid, I wasn’t sure why it 
happened the way it did, but I knew 
those who needed the help were not 
able to do it alone, and I also knew that 
most times it was the family who had to 
take the bull by the horns and intervene. 
As an adult, I now understand that the 
alcoholic’s defense systems are so rigid 
that they can rarely be penetrated in a 
one-on-one situation, and a group of 
two or three people is best. 

The goal of the intervention is 
to have the alcoholic see and accept 
enough reality so that, however grudg- 
ingly, the need for help can be accepted. 
I also now know that alcoholism is a 
progressive illness, meaning that it just 
gets worse and worse with time. That’s 
why the earlier the intervention, the less 
destruction to the alcoholic’s life and 
body. Early intervention also produces a 
greater likelihood of recovery. 

Here are some of the basic 
principles of the intervention process: 

Meaningful persons, family, 
friends, employers, must present the 
facts-the description of physical com- 
plications or behavioral patterns indicat- 
ing the presence of the disease. Groups 
of two or three people are most effec- 
tive. Interventions should not be 
attempted alone. 

The facts must be specific 
descriptions of events which have hap- 
pened or conditions which exist, such as 
saying, “I was there when you passed 
out on the front lawn.” Avoid opinions 
such as “I think you ought to quit drink- 
ing.” Also avoid generalizations such as 
“I think you drink too much.” These are 
worse than useless because all they do 
is to make the person more defensive 
and make the approach to reality more 
difficult. 


The tone should be one of 
deep concern, and not judgmental. Say 
something such as, “We are really wor- 
ried about what has happened to you 
and these are the facts available to us 
which will give you the reasons why we 
are so concerned.” 

The evidence should be tied 
directly to the drinking whenever possi- 
ble. “I saw you drink a 12-pack of beer 
and then drive 80-miles-per-hour down 
the highway.” 

The evidence of behavior 
should be presented clearly, and in 
detail, to give the alcoholic person a 
panoramic view of his or herself during 
any given period of time. “Your eyes 
were glazed, you were slurring your 
words,” or, “You couldn’t walk 
straight.” Alcoholics are out of touch 
with reality and therefore do not and 
cannot have this view because of their 
delude condition. Home videos, pictures 
or tapes work well. 

Offer available choices, such 
as, “We are worried sick about you. We 
want to help. These are the options: a 
treatment center, a hospital, or AA 
meetings. Which will you use?” 
Firmness here is necessary. 

The drinkers’ defenses can and 
very likely will re-group quickly unless 
it is clear the interveners mean what 
they say. In fact, at this point, the group 
should have predicted what will be the 
alcoholics’ most likely excuses for not 
accepting the choices being offered and 
you must be prepared to meet them. 

Some examples include: “I 
can’t go to treatment now because I 
have to attend my grandson’s gradua- 
tion;” a possible answer could be: 

“We’ll video tape the ceremony.” 
Another excuse might be: “I have car 
payments.” A good answer is: “You can 
pay two months in advance.” When the 
group is prepared in advance to answer 
such excuses, the likelihood of the alco- 
holics accepting treatment is greatly 
enhanced. 

The goal of the counselors 
with the Family Services Department is 
to assist those people who can intervene 
most effectively by helping them 
through the process of the intervention. 


Family Services 

The Substance Abuse Crisis 


By Tony Bullington, Site Supervisor 

Substance abuse has become a prob- 
lem of epidemic proportion. It affects every 
race, culture, age group and social standing. It 
is a very serious issue for all Native Americans 
and the Seminole Tribe. The latest statistics are 
startling, particularly those gathered regarding 
Native American youth. 

The average age nationwide among 
all races for initial substance experimentation 
is 12-years-old. Fifty percent of Caucasian, 
Hispanic and African American 12-year-olds 
have reportedly consumed alcohol or other 
drugs. The percentage of Native American 
teens is more than 80 percent, nearly double 
the national average. The same is true of the 
statistics for alcohol related deaths, with 
Native Americans scoring nearly double the 
national average. 

This crisis is known all to well in 
Seminole Country. The loss of loved ones, 
criminal charges and family problems are daily 
reminders of the problem. Why does this hap- 
pen? Who’s to blame? What can be done? 
These are all questions that arise frequently in 
the minds of many. 

When we begin to try to answer 


these questions or address the issues, we must 
remember that this is a complex problem. It 
will take some honest dialogue and discussion 
throughout all levels of the tribe and a multi- 
faceted approach to turn things around from 
their present course. 

In a recent Tribune article, Sydney 
Gore, a twenty-plus year addict stated that the 
answer is not primarily sending people to 
treatment centers. He said that the change has 
to come from within, that people have to 
decide that they want to change, to leave drugs 
and alcohol behind. As a supervisor for the 
Family Services Department, I agree with 
Gore. 

I have been an alcoholic and have 
worked with people with addiction problems 
for the past twenty years. Change came for me 
and hundreds of others I have worked with 
when we “became sick and tired of being sick 
and tired” and decided to change. It took the 
support of family and reaching out to God, but 
the change began with the decision to change. 

Gore also said that people need to 
change their associations and find something 
better to live for. He has been actively 
involved in talking to school age children, 


encouraging them to make better choices than 
he did at their age. He also keeps himself busy 
with work, rodeo and by staying active in the 
recovery community. I have seen this personal- 
ly in hundreds of people’s lives, including my 
own. People that find meaning, purpose and 
even mission in their lives are the most likely 
to leave addiction behind for good and become 
successful, productive people. 

Prevention is important, and present- 
ly the Family Services Department is pursuing 
and developing prevention programs to help 
address the issues. Family intervention and 
participation in treatment is another area that 
could yield a tremendous impact in the lives of 
addicts. Communication, cooperation and unit- 
ed efforts need to be coordinated throughout 
the entire Tribe. 

In this process, we must remember: 
this is not the problems of one person, one 
family or one department. It is the problem we 
must all face together and face in the spirit of 
the words on one of my favorite tribal T-shirts: 
“We fought too long to die by our own hands. 
Remain unconquered. Choose life.” 


Dealing With the Reality of the Addiction Problem 


By Eric Bricker, Addiction Program 
Manager 

The horrors of addiction on the 
reservations seem to be well-known to us all. 

It appears that most of the tribal citizens who I 
have met have been affected in some way by 
this issue, regardless of whether the addicted 
person is a family member or a close friend. 
When the subject is raised, people seem to feel 
frustrated and sad. In many cases, people are 
still grieving about recent losses related to 
addiction problems. 

The problem of substance abuse 
among Native Americans is well documented 
by national organizations such as the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Association. In their February 2002 report, it 
was noted that there had been an 1 1 percent 
increase in the number of Native Americans 
admitted to substance abuse treatment centers 


between 1994 and 1999. The report included a 
staggering increase in Native Americans seek- 
ing help for dependence on street drugs such 
as crack cocaine; 9,000 in 1994 verses 16,000 
in 1999. 

Perhaps the most alarming statistic 
however, is the one that suggests how addic- 
tion may be affecting the tribe’s young people. 
Household Survey on Drug Abuse reports that 
Native American children ages 12-17 are 
almost twice as likely to abuse drugs as chil- 
dren from any other racial or ethnic group. 

What we are dealing with here 
would be described by many as an epidemic. 
This is the type of problem cannot be solved 
by a handful of dedicated professionals and 
treatment centers alone. This is the type of 
problem that needs to be embraced by an 
entire community that is ready to find a way 
past the anger and into the solution. 


The following is a quote that was 
taken from a Resolution by The National 
Congress of American Indians. I found this on 
the internet on the day that I accepted the posi- 
tion of Addiction Program Manager with 
Family Services. I refer back to it frequently 
because it reminds me why I am here. 

“Whereas it is known that American 
Indians and Alaska Natives are suffering from 
the devastating effects of alcohol and sub- 
stance abuse, and domestic violence in their 
communities undermining the sustainability of 
their spirituality, cultures, languages, commu- 
nity cohesiveness, and intra-family strengthen- 
ing and nurturing in communities predomi- 
nantly Indigenous. . .” 

Anyone who would like to meet with 
me in my office to speak further about this 
topic can contact me at (954) 964-6338. If you 
prefer, I will come to you. 


Family Intervention: The Marchman Act 


By Tony Bullington, Site Supervisor 

One of the most frustrating things is 
watching a family member or friend struggling 
in the bondage of drug or alcohol abuse. 
Addicts and alcoholics have an entrenched 
system of defense mechanisms that insulate 
them from efforts to help. 

Many substance abusers will contin- 
ue their addictions for years until they become 
involved with law enforcement or develop 
health problems. Concerned family members, 
friends or professionals also have another 
means at their disposal to assist the addict out 
of the “downward spiral.” 

The Marchman Act, Florida Statute 
397.675, is for the involuntary evaluation and 
treatment of a person if there is a good faith 
reason to believe the person is substance 
impaired. A Marchman Act can be filed at any 
local courthouse by a blood relative, a spouse 


or three unrelated people who have observed 
the behavior. It can also be filed by physicians, 
law enforcement or other professionals who 
have observed the behavior. 

To file a Marchman Act you will 
need to present a picture form of identification 
at the local courthouse. You will be sworn in 
and given a Petition for Involuntary 
Assessment, Stabilization and Treatment form 
to be filled out for the Marchman Act. When 
you turn in the completed form, it will be pre- 
sented by a clerk of the court for signature by 
the judge. 

Once the judge signs the order, it 
will be sent to the sheriff’s office. A local 
deputy will be sent to locate the person, and if 
found will be taken to the nearest receiving 
facility for evaluation. The minimum stay is 
generally seventy-two hours. A court hearing 
will be set after the admission for the judge to 


review the recommendations of the facility. If 
further treatment is recommended by the facil- 
ity, the judge will court order the person into 
treatment for the recommended period. 

The Marchman Act provides family 
members and friends an opportunity to inter- 
vene with the alcoholic and addict. Hopefully, 
the exposure to treatment will begin the 
process for the person to be set free from the 
bondage of addiction. 

Each Family Services Office has a 
counselor who can answer questions about the 
Marchman Act, and assist you with the 
process. You can also contact Eric Bricker, 
Addictions Program Administrator or Marla 
Dale, Assistant Director, for additional infor- 
mation and assistance. 

For more information on the 
Marchman Act, please Hollywood Family 
Services at (954) 964-6338. 


Family Services Department Hires 
Addictions Program Administrator 


Submitted by Family Services 

On March 8, Eric Bricker joined the 
Family Services Department to serve the 
Seminole Tribe in the position of Addictions 
Program Administrator. Over time, Family 
Services has come to recognize the necessity 
of streamlining its policies and methods of 
helping the tribe deal with its addictions prob- 
lems. As a result, the Family Services 
Department created the position of Addictions 
Program Administrator in order to assist in the 
development of critical programs needed to 
address the addictions problems of tribal mem- 
bers. 

Bricker is a Florida Licensed Mental 
Health Counselor and Certified Addictions 
Professional with more than ten years of 
addictions treatment experience. In addition, 
Bricker is an adjunct professor in Florida 
Atlantic University’s Counselor Education 
Department, where he works with graduate 
students who are pursuing a career in the 
addictions treatment field. 

Bricker was interviewed in order to 
give him an opportunity to explain what he is 
doing. 

Q: Your experience with addiction 
treatment has been mostly with mainstream 
population. Do you think those same methods 
are going to work with tribal members? 

A: This is definitely different in 


many ways. I think that we are all in an educa- 
tional process while tribal members basically 
teach us what is working for them. Our 
responsibility is to find out what is working 
and make it available to tribal members that 
need it. 

Q: What have you done so far? 

A: I’ve been spending a lot of time 
in the different facilities where tribal members 
go for addiction treatment, and interviewing 
tribal members there to see if the facilities are 
helping them. If the facility is good, then we 
will continue to use it. On April 8, we are par- 
ticipating in National Alcoholism Screening 
Day and offering alcoholism testing to any 
tribal members that want to discuss whether 
they may be an alcoholic. We feel that it’s 
important for us to sponsor these types of 
events and find ways to reach out to the tribal 
community whenever we have the chance. 
We’ve also been working on developing an 
aftercare program for tribal members coming 
out of treatment centers. This is a key piece of 
the puzzle. 

Q: What do you mean by aftercare? 

A: Aftercare is just what it sounds 
like. It’s the continuing treatment that a person 
gets when they complete an inpatient program. 
What I’ve been hearing a lot about since join- 
ing Family Services is that tribal members 
with addiction problems often do really well in 


treatment centers. However, problems start 
when the person goes back home out of the 
structured environment of the treatment center. 
We need to find creative ways to help these 
people get support when they return home. 

Q: Do you think that all of this will 
make a difference? 

A: I honestly do. It will probably be 
a slow process, but I think things have been 
changing and improving steadily really for a 
while before I came on board. I just think it’s a 
matter of implementing the programs and exe- 
cuting the plans that the people at Family 
Services have been developing over a long 
period of time. The problem has been that it 
requires a full time person to string all of these 
details together, so that’s why I was hired. I 
believe in the Seminole people. This is a proud 
and resilient tribe, and these folks have 
endured a lot over the years. I am certain that 
people will mobilize together to take on the 
addiction crisis that has been affecting so 
many tribal members, and I am very opti- 
mistic. I am also open to receiving feedback 
from any tribal members that want to talk to 
me about the addiction problem here. My 
office is at Family Services in Hollywood, 
(954) 964-6338. If you don’t want to come to 
my office, I would be happy to come to you. 


Harold Baxley, Brighton Substance Abuse Counselor 


Submitted by Family Services 

BRIGHTON — Harold Baxley 
knows about the problems and heartaches 
that come from alcohol and substance 
abuse first-hand. He grew up in an alco- 
holic home and followed in his father’s 
footsteps during the first part of his life. 
Baxley reported that his last “drunk” hap- 
pened nearly 30 years ago and resulted in 
his quest for sobriety. He woke up outside 
of the bar with an empty revolver in his 
hand. That was the final cue that it was 
time for a change. 

Baxley became involved with 
recovery and has been living it one day at 
a time for the past 30 years. He received a 
master’s degree in psychology from 
Jacksonville Theological Seminary in 
1998 and is a Certified Addictions 
Counselor with the state of Florida. He 
has been working with the Family 
Services Department for the past two 
years and previously helped addicts with 
the Salvation Army, Southwest Florida 


Addiction Services and the Moore 
Haven Correctional Institute. 

He serves the Brighton com- 
munity by facilitating Alcoholics 
Anonymous (AA) meetings on 
Thursdays, as well as Tuesday 
evening recovery meetings at 7:00 
p.m. at the Sober House. Baxley also 
participated in several AA confer- 
ences throughout the year and the 
annual Wellness Conference at Marco 
Island. 

Baxley has the dream of 
establishing an outpatient day treat- 
ment program at Brighton. He also 
hopes to see the development of a 
transitional living facility for those 
returning from residential treatment 
programs. He is willing to meet any- 
one, anywhere at any time that is 
interested in receiving help for a life 
controlling alcohol or substance 
abuse problem. 



Brighton Family Services 


Harold Baxley, Substance Abuse Counselor 
at the Brighton Sober House. 
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Family Services Visits 

By Tony Roberts 

VIDALIA, GA — On Wednesday March 
17, 1 had the privilege of driving several tribal citi- 
zens to Vidalia, Ga. to visit with family members 
who are currently residents of the Mel Blount 
Youth Home. Once we arrived on the program 
grounds, Clint Blount, the Executive Director, and 
Annie Jackson, the Assistant Director, met the 
group. 



Tony Roberts 

(L-R) Cooey Frank, Donna Frank and Gary 
Frank at the Mel Blount Youth Home. 



Tony Roberts 

(L-R) Bonnie Motlow and Austina Motlow wait 
patiently for their food. 


Georgia Youth Home 

On Saturday March 20, we made a short 
drive to Uvalda, Ga. where a baptismal ceremony 
was held for 14 residents of the Mel Blount Youth 
Home. This was a great experience for the resi- 
dents who were baptized. There were many pic- 
tures taken as parents wanted to make sure they 
were able to capture this special moment. Some of 
the families took this opportunity to have family 
counseling with Dr. Stokes, the program’s therapist. 

In the afternoon, everyone headed over to 
listen to the residents participate in a youth choir 
engagement. The residents put on a wonderful dis- 
play of gospel songs. As I looked around the audi- 
ence, I noticed several tribal citizens with tears in 
their eyes at the sight of their family member 
singing. As the group finished their act, they were 
given a standing ovation. As the final activity of 
the weekend came to an end, several parents stood 
up and made speeches about how their child’s 
experience at the Mel Blount Youth Home. 

As I have known for a long time, through 
my own experience as a father, our children will 
always do better when we are involved. It is the 
same in school as it is with treatment. It is for this 
reason, that we at the Family Services Department 
always encourage loved ones to participate. As I 
watched the children interact with their parents, I 
could feel the healing that was taking place, and I 
will never forget that day. 

Huge thanks go out to Clint Blount and 
his entire staff at the Mel Blount Youth Home. 



Tony Roberts 


(L-R) Sally Billie, Dane Billie and Rebecca billie 
hangin’ out in Vidalia, Georgia. 



Tony Roberts 


(L-R) Donna Frank, Gary Frank, Dr. Stokes 
and one of her patients from the Mel Blount 
Youth Home. 



Tony Roberts 


Elizabeth Wolf takes a break from the group 
during their trip. 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 

An rh onv "Torn " Sealcsc 

Criminal Infractions TrihiLl Member ^ mem 


As a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless monev 

w 

recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring of n lawyer is an import uni decision that should not he 
bused solely upon iidvertisinttnU. Before you decide, msk us to send 
yon free written in forma lion about our qualifications and experience. 



New Report: More Deaths Expected 
From Obesity Than Smoking 


By Shannon McKeown, Hollywood Health 
Educator 

HOLLYWOOD — Over the next decade, 
America’s unhealthy lifestyle is expected to cause 
more premature deaths than smoking, according to a 
new report by the Center for Disease Control (CDC). 
The CDC reported in their March 17 issue of The 
Journal of the American Medical Association that 
diet, inactivity, and obesity together will be the lead- 
ing cause of death if things do not change. 

In the report, researchers 
provided a complex analysis of 
studies on risk behaviors and 
deaths published from 
1980-2002, combined with 
mortality data for 2000. 

From this data, they have 
estimated the causes of 
preventable deaths during 
the year 2000 to include 
the following statistics: 18 
percent of deaths were due to 
smoking; 17 percent were due to 
poor diet and lack of regular exercise, 
and four percent were alcohol-related. 

The American people need to under- 
stand there is a lot they can do to pre- 
vent these premature deaths. 

When the last report was released a decade 
ago, tobacco was the leading cause of preventable 
death. There was a substantial gap between tobacco 
and poor diet and lack of regular exercise. They 
report says that in 2000, that gap has closed signifi- 
cantly, and at a threatening rate. 

Other causes of preventable deaths were: 


HIV/AIDS, flu and pneumonia; air pollution and 
other environmental toxins, car crashes, guns, sexual 
behavior, and elicit use of drugs. 

The top seven causes of death in 2000 were: 
Heart disease, 710,760 deaths; cancer 553,091 deaths; 
stroke 167,561 deaths; lung disease 122,009 deaths; 
injuries from accidents 97,900 deaths; diabetes 
69,301 deaths; flu/pneumonia 65,313 deaths. 

With sedentary lifestyles and obesity, higher 
rates of hypertension and diabetes 
occur, which are risk factors for 
^ heart attack and stroke. 

Although, the deaths related 
to diabetes look low-it is 
only because the diseases 
progression is very slow. 
Most diabetic deaths are 
from secondary causes 
like heart attack and stroke 
since diabetes damages the 
body’s organs and cells. This is why 
people who have diabetes, and even 
those who don’t, are encouraged to 
walk the dog, park the car in the 
furthest spot, walk the escalators 
and stairs, and walk the concourses 
in the airport while waiting for your 
connecting flight. 

Most of all, it is important to make time for 
some regularly scheduled form of exercise. When 
people see their kids and teenagers becoming over- 
weight, that should be a strong wake up call that obe- 
sity has become a life-threatening problem. 



Weight Loss Contest Participants 
Leading Healthier Lives 


By Kenny Bayon, C.FT 

HOLLYWOOD — The New Year’s Weight 
Loss Contest ended successfully because everyone is 
a winner for trying to lead a healthier lifestyle. It’s 
not just about weight loss; it’s about wanting to better 
oneself, taking the time to make sure you are eating 
the right foods, and staying committed and not sway- 
ing towards those bad habits. 

It’s about taking 25 minutes out of your day 
for weight training. It’s about taking a nice stroll 
though the park before the sunset to walk off those 
extra calories. 

The key to making this contest successful is 
that everyone not only takes the weight off, but keeps 
it off as well. I see many of these people everyday 
training very hard to better themselves. As the trainer 
on the Hollywood reservation, it is very satisfying to 
see people showing so much more interest in their 
self-improvement. Let’s remain on the right track and 
keep up the good work. 

I want to thank Max Osceola Jr, Moses 


“Bigg Shot” Jumper, Mitchell Cypress, Bo Young and 
the others who helped support this from the start so 
that both tribal citizens and employees enjoy a better 
way of life. 

Here are the results of this New Years 2004 
weight loss contest: 

Senior Tribal Women 

1. Christine Nevaquaya, 16.7 pounds; 2. 
Cornelia Osceola, 9.1; 3. Judy Jones, 8.2. 

Tribal Women 

1. Yvonne Courtney, 17.9 pounds; 2. 

Francine Osceola, 17.3; 3. Tina Lacey, 15.7. 

Tribal Men 

1. Chris Osceola, 23.4 pounds; 2. William 
Johns, 14.6; 3. Bobby Frank, 13.6. 

Employee Women 

1. Rhonda Moffet, 27.2 pounds; 2. Tina 
Wells, 19.7; 3. Lila Osceola, 13.4. 

Employee Men 

1. Joe Nemerof, 33 pounds; 2. Rafael 
Caberra, 26.2; 3. Sonny Nevaquaya, 24.8. 


New Health Plan Cards 


From the desk of the Connie Whidden, 
Health Director 

Due to the relocation of the Health 
Plan/Insurance Office, new Health Plan identi- 
fication cards must be printed to reflect the 
change of address. The new Health Plan ID 
cards will be distributed at each reservation on 
Dividend Day, May 3. 

When you pick-up your dividend, 
please see a representative from the Health 
Administration office to obtain your new 
Health Plan ID card and if needed, a copy of 
your Health Plan book. Non-resident tribal cit- 
izens will receive their new cards in the mail. 
One Health Plan ID card will be distributed to 
single adults. Two cards will be given to mar- 
ried couples and families with children. 

If you are unable to pick-up your new 
Health Plan ID card on May 3, or if you are a 
non-resident and do not receive your card in 
the mail after May 3, please contact the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Health Center in 
your area. 

Hollywood Health Center 

Karen Robinson 
3006 Josie Billie Avenue 
Hollywood, FL 33024 
Phone: (954) 962-2009 

Big Cypress Health Center 

Saint Clair Pilgrim 
HC 61 Box 40 A 
Clewiston, FL 33440 
Phone: (863) 983-5151 


Brighton Health Center 

Gail McClenithan 
Route 6 Box 589 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
Phone: (863) 763-0271 

Tampa 
Sue Harjo 

5118 North 56th Street, Suite 242 
Tampa, FL 33610 
(813) 246-3100 

Immokalee 
Anna Puente 
Immokalee Field Office 
Mary Watts Billie Drive 
Immokalee, FL 34142 
(239) 657-6567 

Ft. Pierce 

Contact Brighton Health Center 

You may also contact the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Health Plan Office at: 

Seminole Tribe of Florida Health Plan 

Administration 

5201 Ravenswood Road, Suite 107 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312 
Phone: (954) 981-7410 
Toll Free: (866) 505-6789 
Fax: (954) 981-1671 
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EIRA Labelle Swamp 
Cabbage Festival Rodeo 


By Emma Brown 

LABELLE, FL — The Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association (EIRA) held their Second Annual 
Labelle Swamp Cabbage Festival Rodeo on Feb. 27. 
It was an extremely cool evening, but this 


didn’t keep the spectators away. Folks were bundled 
up with coffee in hand so they could enjoy the excite- 
ment of the EIRA. 

The evening started off with the Kid’s Rodeo 
at 6 p.m., followed by the Sanctioned Rodeo events at 
8 p.m. The competition started getting tight as the 
cowboys and cowgirls battled for one of two spots to 
this year’s Indian National Finals Rodeo. 

As with many events, it came down to mil- 
liseconds that separated the first place finishers from 
the rest of the riders. This provided the crowd with a 
great deal of excitement, not to mention anxious 
moments. 

If you have not been able to catch an EIRA 
rodeo yet this season, you are definitely missing out 
on true Native American talent at its best. There are 
still several rodeos left this season so come out and 
support your local Indian Rodeo Association. 

Results for Kid’s Rodeo 

Mutton Busting: 1. Kalgary Johns; 2. Carson 
Knaby; 3. Michael Garcia; 4. Christopher Alexander. 

Calf Riding: 1. JJ John; 2. Dylan Chalfant; 

3. Josh Johns; 4. Frank Huff. 

Steer Riding: 1. Adam Phillips. 


Pony Riding: 1. William Bearden; 2. 

Timothy Bearden. 

4-8 years old Barrels: 1. Acealyn 
Youngblood; 2. Reagen Whitecloud; 3. Kalgary 
Johns; 4. Courtney Gore. 

9-12 years old 
Barrels: 1. Zane 
Ducheneaux; 2. Nauthkee 
Henry; 3. Ethan Gopher; 4. 
Janae Braswell. 

13-18 years old 
Barrels: 1. Leanna Billie; 

2. Jade Braswell. 

Junior Bull 

Riding: 1 . Ethan Gopher; 

2. Justin Aldridge. 

Results for 

Sanctioned Rodeo 
Bareback: 1. 

Adam Turtle; 2. Shawn 
Best. 

Steer Wrestling: 1. 
Naha Jumper; 2. Jeff Johns. 

Saddle Bronc: 1. 
Shawn Best; 2. Robert 
Youngblood. 

Calf Roping: 1. 
Naha Jumper; 2. Happy 
Jumper; 3. Josh Jumper. 
Women’s 

Breakaway: 1. Shelby 
Osceola; 2. Trina Bowers; 

3. Tess Ducheneaux. 

50 and Older 

Breakaway: 1. Rudy 
Osceola; 2. Moses Jumper. 

Team Roping: 1. Josh/Naha Jumper; 2. Billie 
Tiger/ John McCabe; 3. Moses/Happy Jumper. 

Women’s Barrel Racing: 1. Tess 
Ducheneaux; 2. Renee Smith; 3. Sheyanna Osceola. 
Bull Riding: 1. Shawn Best. 


Remaining 2004 EIRA Rodeo Schedule 

Brighton Field Day Rodeo - Saturday April 10th 
Cinco de Mayo Rodeo in Immokalee - Saturday 
May 1 

Sports Festival Rodeo in Hollywood - Saturday 
May 2 

Josiah Johns Memorial Rodeo in Brighton - 
Saturday July 3 

Hollywood Rodeo - Saturday July 24 
Clewiston Rodeo - Saturday August 7 

NOTE: The times for all rodeos are as follows: 
Kids Rodeo: 5 p.m.; Sanctioned Rodeo: 7 p.m. 



Emma Brown 


GIDDY UP LITTLE MUTTON: Michael Garcia holds on tight during the 
mutton busting competition. 


EIRA Participates in Chalo Nitka Festival 


EIRA youngsters ride a rodeo-themed float during the 2004 Chalo Nitka 
Festival parade. 


By Emma Brown 

MOORE HAVEN, 

FL — The Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association (EIRA) 
was asked to participate in the 
2004 Chalo Nitka parade held 
on Saturday March 6, in 
Moore Haven, Fla. The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida was 
once very involved in the 
Chalo Nitka Festival, which 
means “day of the big bass.” 

Although the 

Seminoles are not as involved 
as they once were, there were 
quite a few participants in this 
year’s parade. The Brighton 
Princesses, elected officials, 

Brighton Emergency Medical 
Technicians, firefighters, and 
others, were represented in the 
parade. 

The EIRA designed a 
float around the youngsters of 
EIRA, which are the future of 
our tribe and rodeo associa- 
tion. There were both male 
and female mutton busters, 
barrel racers, calf riders and ropers represented on the 
float. 

Signs were hung from the float that dis- 
played the EIRA’s motto “The Tradition Continues,” 
which is ultimately represented by the youth of the 
association. The crowd cheered as the float traveled 


down the street and the kids gave demonstrations of 
their roping abilities by roping dummy calves and 
each other. 

The EIRA is definitely proud of their youth 
and were honored to be able to show them off in this 
year’s Chalo Nitka Festival parade. 



Emma Brown 


Truck Pull 

By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The Fred Smith Rodeo 
Arena at Brighton was filled with beasts of another 
kind on Saturday March 20. Instead of raging bulls 
crashing out of the gates, monster trucks snorted and 
snarled as they toiled and labored in the Truck Pull 
Competition. Instead of mounting saddles, deter- 
mined drivers sat behind the wheel of their trucks 
pushing their trucks’ engines to surge forward with 
powerful drive toward the finish line. 

Tribal citizens who competed in this event 
included Virginia Billie, Tanya Baker, Reno Osceola, 
Sampson Gopher, Lonnie Billie, Manuel Garza, 
Raymond Garza and Justin Gopher. 

This sport, gaining popularity among 
Seminoles, is the classic contest between an immov- 
able object, the sled, and an irresistible force, the 
truck. The truck attempted to pull a weighted sled, 
also known as a weighted transfer machine, a set dis- 
tance. In this case, the full pull was 250-feet, but few 
drivers are actually able to accomplish this task. The 
contest is not a timed contest, but a measurement 
contest. The object of the contest is to come up with 
one competitor in each class who, given the rules of 
the contest, has pulled the greatest distance. 

The weigh-ins of competitor’s truck began 
about 3 p.m. The vehicle, with the driver in the seat, 
is weighed. To make the contest fair, standard weight 
classes have been established. For this competition 
the classes were 5,500 pounds or less, 5,501-6,700 
pounds, and 6,701-8,000 pounds. Also, like vehicles 
compete against like vehicles. 

At first the contest is easy because the 
weight transfer machine, the sled, is over the rear 
tires, but as the truck pulls the sled down the track, 


in Brighton 

the weight moves forward, creating more resistance 
for the truck to pull against. The weight on the sled 
begins to move directly over the front end of the sled 
causing enormous friction with the ground, which 
finally brings the truck to a halt. The sled weight at 
the top is 44,000 pounds. 

Winning is the result of much work on the 
part of the competitor, whose truck must be main- 
tained and retrofitted at great expense of time and 
money in order to win, especially in the stock class. 

Nearly 400 spectators, mostly families and 
fans, enjoyed watching the event put on by Florida 
Tough Trucks, Inc. of Fort Myers, Fla.. The competi- 
tion started at 7 p.m. A lot of teenage boys present 
seemed to get a big kick out of watching the macho 
spectacle, despite the fact that the women won 
against the men just as often as not. Virginia Billie 
won first place in her class, racking up for the third 
time this year a first place victory. 

“This lady can rock,” said announcer Vicki 
Gogolin of Florida Tough trucks. 

The promoters and sponsors of this night of 
fun and sport were Johnny Jones, Brighton’s Tribal 
Representative, Marti Johns and the Seminole Casino 
at Brighton. 

“We are trying to get more use out of this 
arena,” said Jones. “We are seeing what’s going on 
and what we can do to have more events for the com- 
munity, not only for the tribe, but for everyone 
around here. We have a nice facility and we might as 
well do something with it.” 

Other sponsors were President Moses 
Osceola, Paul Bowers, David De Hass, Roger Smith, 
Raymond Garza and Rich Henry, and the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. 


Billiards Star Vivian Villarreal 
Signs Sponsorship Contract 



Nery Mejicano 


Vivian Villarreal (center) signs a sponsorship deal with the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. (L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Tribal Attorney Frank Marley. 


By Nery Mejicano 

TAMPA — 

Vivian Villarreal, one 
of the top five billiard 
players in the world, 
signed a sponsorship 
contract with the 
Seminole Tribe of 
Florida on March 10, 
at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino 
in Tampa. 

Anyone who 
has seen Villareal on 
ESPN knows she is 
one of the most popu- 
lar and exciting billiard 
players to watch. With 
her ever-present smile, 

Villarreal has brought a 
new level of liveliness 
to the sport, which is 
missing from some 
other billiard players. 

Her commitment to the 
sport of billiards and her continuing quest to be the 
best makes her an asset to the Seminole Tribe. 

In addition to her energetic style and profes- 
sionalism, Villarreal, when in town, takes time to 
visit the different reservations and assist tribal citi- 
zens with their game. She has also spoken to several 
groups on how to succeed and maximize one’s given 
skills. She is very involved in social issues, such as 


finding missing children. She plays in several charity 
events throughout the year, providing support for this 
cause. 

Villarreal, along with some of the other top 
billiard players, will compete at the Florida Classic 
Tournament on Sept. 8-12 at the soon-to-open 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood. 
The Women’s Professional Billiards Association 
Canadian Classic will be held from Oct. 6-10. 


Texas Tornado Reaches Top 
Five Ranking in the WPBA 



Elrod Bowers 


“The Texas Tornado,” Vivian Villarreal, placed seventh at the Delta Classic held Feb. 25-29. 


By Elrod Bowers 

TUNICA, MS — The “Texas Tornado,” 
Vivian Villarreal placed seventh at the Delta Classic 
held at Samstown Casino on Feb. 25-29. Villarreal’s 
finish vaulted her up one spot to fifth place in the 
Women’s Professional Billiards Association (WPBA) 
rankings. 

Villarreal, who is sponsored by the Seminole 
Tribe, ran through the first two days of competition 
undefeated. Villarreal defeated Rachel Hurst 9-2, Jane 
Fujinaga 9-2, and Sarah Ellerby 9-5. 

However, on the third day of competition 
Villarreal lost a tough match to fourth-ranked Helena 
Thornfeldt. She then put on a dominating perform- 
ance, defeating Jennifer Chen 9-1. 

Villarreal then lost to Korean sensation Ga 
Young Kim. Kim’s break was working beautifully 
throughout the match and she consistently ran out 
from the break, a big advantage in the tournament’s 
alternating break format. Kim eventually finished 
fifth in the tournament. 

The winner of the Delta Classic was the 
“Duchess of Doom” Allison Fisher. Look for show 


times of the tournament on the ESPN and ESPN2 
networks. 

Villarreal and the WPBA tour are scheduled 
to come to the new Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino in Hollywood Sept. 8-12. Come to the Florida 
Classic and cheer on the “Texas Tornado” and experi- 
ence the ESPN-televised semifinals and finals. 

Vivian Villarreal’s April television appear- 
ances on ESPN-2: 

April 14 at 11 a.m.-1998 WPBA Classic 
Tour Finals, Vivian Villarreal vs. Jeanette Lee 

April 14 at 5:00 p.m.-1998 Tournament of 
Champions Finals, Vivian Villarreal vs. Allison Fisher 
April 16 at 11 a.m.-1999 Tournament of 
Champions Finals, Vivian Villarreal vs. Jeanette Lee 
April 16 at 12 p.m.-1998 WPBA Classic 
Tour Finals, Vivian Villarreal vs. Allison Fisher 

April 19 at 5 p.m.-Gordon’s $50,000 9-Ball 
Finals, Vivian Villarreal vs Loree Jon Jones 

April 20 at 5 p.m.-Gordon’s $50,000 9-Ball 
Finals, Vivian Villarreal vs. Loree Jon Jones 

April 30 at 12:00 p.m.-1998 WPBA Classic 
Tour Finals, Vivian Villarreal vs. Jeanette Lee 


Gary Semics Motocross School Offers Lessons 


By Mark Beamer 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Tribe 
Motocross Park on the Big Cypress Indian 
Reservation continues to provide off-road motorcycle 
enthusiasts the best riding facility by bringing in the 
most well known Motocross Instructional School in 
the U.S., the Gary Semics Motocross School. 

This is the same riding school that trained 
and coached Jeremy McGrath, a seven-time American 
Motorcyclist Association (AM A) U.S. Supercross 
Series Champion, and numerous other motocross 
champions and stars of the sport. 

Formerly a Factory Kawasaki-sponsored 
motocross racer, Gary Semics was an accomplished 
professional racer in the 1970s and 1980s, who has 
brought his experience, knowledge and skills into a 


new era as one of the premiere riding coaches with 
instructional books and videos. The Gary Semics 
Motocross Schools that were held at the Seminole 
Tribe MX Park on March 16-17, and 23-24, were 
taught by Semic’s stepson, David Kilgore, 22. 

Kilgore is an accomplished racer in his own 
right, having competed at the Loretta Lynn’s Amateur 
National Championships and is know racing the 
AM A Pro Nationals. New students enjoyed the two- 
day instructional riding school with high praise for 
both the lessons and the facility. 

For more information on future Gary Semics 
Motocross School instruction and the Seminole Tribe 
Motocross Park, please go to www.seminoletribemo- 
tocross.com or call (863) 983-1894. 


Eastern Indian Rodeo held in Big Cypress 


By Tabitha Osceola 

BIG CYPRESS — On March 27, Big 
Cypress hosted the Eastern Indian Rodeo at the 
Junior Cypress Memorial Arena. Professional Bull 
Rider Wiley Peterson attended the rodeo and was 
glad to lend a helping hand to Bull Rider Stephen 
Billie. 

The rodeo results are listed below. 

Mutton Busting 

1. Jobe Johns; 2. Kenneth Descheene; 3. 
Kalgary Johns; Kalgary Johns; 4. Chastity 
Harmon. 

Bareback Riding 

1. Alex Johns; 2. Shawn Best Sr. 

Steer Wrestling 

1. Sydney Gore; 2. Naha Jumper; 3. Robbie 
Chalfant. 

Pony Riding: 

1. Timothy Bearden; 2. Jacoby Johns. 

Saddle Bronc 

No qualified ride. 

Calf Riding 

1. Zane Ducheneaux; 2. Andre Jumper; 3. JJ 
Johns; 4. Frank Huff. 

Calf Roping 

1. Naha Jumper; 2. JW Ball; 3. Happy 


Jumper. 

Beginner Barrels 4-8 years old 

1. Acealyn Youngblood; 2. Ragen 
Whitecloud; 3. Andre Jumper; 4. Kalgary Johns. 
Women’s Breakaway 

1. Shelby Osceola; 2. Lizzie Dixey; 3. Billie 

Tiger. 

50 and Older Breakaway 

1. Paul Bowers Sr; 2. Moses Jumper. 
Barrels 9-12 years old 

1. Zane Ducheneaux; 2. Nauthkee Henry; 3. 
Janae Braswell; 4. Ragen Osceola. 

Team Roping 

1. Garren Yazzie/Gabe Yazzie; 2. Sydny 
Gore/ Amos Tiger; 3. Pauletta Bowers/Alex 
Johns; 4. Randel Osceola/Gene Edmo; 5. 
Joey Henry/Mike Henry. 

Barrels 13-18 years old 

1. LeAnna Billie; 2. Jade Braswell. 

JR Bulls 

1. Garren Yazzie; 2. Ethan Gopher. 

Women’s Barrels 

1. Tess Ducheneaux; 2. Sheyanna Osceola; 

3. Anna Bowers. 

Bull Riding 

1. Shawn Best Sr.; 2. Koty Brugh. 
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Howard Tiger Memorial 
Basketball Tournament 

By Kenny Bayon point buckets by Terry Tapish cut the deficit to 

HOLLYWOOD — The 37th Annual seveni with two minutes left. William Johns makes 


Howard Tiger Memorial Basketball Tournament 
was held March 12-13 (Youth and Legends) and 
March 19-20 (Men’s and Woman’s) at the 
Hollywood Seminole Gymnasium. Here are the 
championship game results for each division: 

Women-The Lady Seminoles used a 
high-tempo offense and full-court defense to defeat 
the Native Bailers 56-26. Mercedes Osceola, a 3- 
point sharpshooter, led the Seminoles with 2 1 
points, and Lila Osceola added 20 points, includ- 
ing 1 5 in the first half. Sisters Tasha and Jo Jo 
Osceola both played strong defense, and Francine 
Osceola was the top rebounder. Phalyn Osceola, 
Janine Cypress and Atlanta Johns paced the Lady 
Bailers with six points each. 

Men-Pete Osceola and Leon Wilcox 
scored 1 3 points each, helping the Hurricanes win 
82-52 against South Central. Marl Osceola scored 
12 points for the Hurricanes, which led 43-21 at 
halftime. Jerome Davis played a strong second half 
for the Canes. Talbert Cypress paced South Central 
with 21 points followed by Travis Osceola with 17 
points. 

Men’s Legends-The Men’s Legends final 
was between the Seminole Legends and 
Hollywood Rez. The game began as Sonny 
Nevaquaya hit a two-point basket to give the 
Hollywood Rez a 2-0 lead. Terry Tapish nailed a 
three-pointer to give the Seminole Legends a 3-2 
lead. William Johns hit a basket to take a 4 -3 lead, 
giving the Hollywood Rez the lead throughout the 
first half. A couple of three-pointers by Moses 
“Bigg Shot “Jumper and Terry Tapish tied the 
score at 14, with two minutes left in the half. Then 
a few baskets made by William Johns and Eric 
Osceola helped give the Hollywood Rez a 20-16 
halftime lead over the Seminole Legends. 

The Hollywood Rez started the second 
half the same way they finished the first, by mak- 
ing some buckets led by William and Eric and 
playing tough defense to build a 30-17 lead with 
nine minutes left in the game. A couple of three 


a tough hook in the lane and a three-pointer, to go 
up by 12, and the eventual victory by a 39-29 
count. 

Boys 17-and-younger-Brighton dominat- 
ed Hollywood, 53-19, behind the balanced offen- 
sive attack of Troy Billie with nine points, Kelsey 
Spencer 15 points and Bryan Aldridge with 13 
points. Hollywood was paced by Tony Billie, who 
scored nine points followed by David Anderson 
and Joey Richardson with four. 

Girls 17-and-younger-Tasha Osceola 
with 1 1 points and Demeta Tigertail with 1 3 points 
led Hollywood to a 36-21 triumph over Big 
Cypress. Atlanta Johns helped pace the Big 
Cypress girls by scoring nine points followed by 
JoJo Osceola with six points. 

Boys 14-and-younger-Hollywood 
jumped to a 20-4 halftime lead over Brighton, and 
were never challenged in the second half, winning 
31-12. Hollywood’s Joseph Osceola contributed a 
solid all-around effort, including six points in the 
first half, and finished with 10 points as well as 
numerous rebounds and a handful of blocks 
throughout. Curtis Osceola and Robert Osceola 
each scored f our points in the second half for 
Brighton. Justin Aldridge paced Brighton in the 
first half scoring four points, and Pierson 
Hunsinger paced the team in the second half. 

Girls 14-and-younger-Hollywood 
defeated Brighton 28-13. The Hollywood girls 
were paced by Courtney Osceola with 12 points, 
followed by Amee Osceola with six points, and 
Lacey Jordan with four points. The Brighton team 
was paced by Megan Jones with five points. 

Co-ed 10-and-younger-Deforest Carter 
threw down 23 points, and Dylan Hall scored 16, 
to lead Big Cypress to a 51-31 victory against 
Hollywood. Big Cypress’s Katlin Tommie played 
strong defense to help slow down Hollywood. The 
Hollywood brother-sister duo of Hunter and Ariah 
Osceola led their team with 17 and eight points, 
respectively. 


Annual Seminole & Miccosukee Bowling Tournament 


Don Carter’s Kendall Lanes 
13600 N Kendall Drive 


Miami, FL 33186 
(305) 385-6160 

Guaranteed $2,000 
Guaranteed $1,000 
Guaranteed $1,000 
Guaranteed $1,000 
Guaranteed $ 500 
Guaranteed $ 500 

INDIANS ONLY 
Saturday April 1 7 and 
$20 per event 


Team Event 
Men’s Doubles 
Women’s Doubles 
Mixed Doubles 
Men’s Singles 
Women’s Singles 


Sunday April 18 


BRACKETS 

April 17 Check-in 10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

12 p.m. Mixed team event 2 men/2 women 
3 p.m. Ladies and Men’s Doubles 

April 18 Check-in 10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

12 p.m. Men’s Singles and Women’s Singles 
2 p.m. Mixed Doubles 

The team captain is responsible for proof of 
team’s average. If you do not have a yearbook aver- 
age, 185 will apply for men, 170 for women. For 
more information, please contact Miguel Cantu at 
(786) 255-1358 or (305) 221-9512. 



4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 
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The 20th Annual Herman Osceola 
Memorial Basketball Tournament 




By Jamie Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
Recreation Department, in cooperation with the Ruby 
Osceola family, organized and presented the 20th 
Annual Herman Osceola Memorial Basketball 
Tournament on March 25-26. 


The Ballin Outta Control Team from Big Cypress. 


The event is held in memory of Herman 
Osceola, who, in 1984, gave his life in the line of 
duty, while serving in the Marine Corps. Osceola was 
well-known and liked in his community. He is 
remembered for his outgoing and caring nature and 
desire to help others. He was great with children and 
was a valuable asset in the Recreation Department 
when he worked in Big Cypress. 

The tournament, open to all Native 
Americans, was held at the Herman Osceola 
Gymnasium. The first game began on Friday, March 
26 at 7 p.m. with 15 more games that were played 
through Saturday. 

The teams 

are divided into men 
and women’s divi- 
sions. All teams are 
formed “pickup” 
style, meaning indi- 
vidual tribal citizens 
formed a team to rep- 
resent a reservation. 

Six teams represent- 
ed the men’s divi- 
sion, while four 
teams played in the 
women’s division. In 
addition to Seminole 
tribal citizens, other 
tribal nations were 
represented, includ- 
ing the Choctaw and 
the Miccosukee 
Tribes. 

The partici- 
pating teams were: 
men: “BC” (Big 
Cypress), “South 
Central” 

(Hollywood), 

“Canes” 

(Miccosukee), 

“Brighton 
Recreation” 

(Brighton), 

“Orangemen” (Big 
Cypress), and 
“Brighton Boyz” 

(Brighton); women: “Miccosukee” (Miccosukee 
Tribe), “Ballin Outta Control” (Big Cypress), 
“Hollywood” (Hollywood), and “Lady Seminoles 
(Hollywood). 


Brighton Recreation in the men’s division, while the 
Lady Seminole’s beat Hollywood. 

As the tournament continued on Saturday, 
Friday’s losers had the same chance to make it to the 
finals due to double elimination rules. In the men’s 
division, South Central, Friday night’s losing team, 
defeated Brighton Boyz, 
which lost to the Canes the 
same night. 

South Central went 
on to play against the 
Orangemen, which defeated 
Brighton Recreation. 
Meanwhile, in the men’s win- 
ner’s bracket, BC defeated the 
Orangemen while the Canes 
defeated the Brighton Boyz. 
Both BC and the Canes 
advanced to the semi-finals of 
the winner’s bracket while 
BC and South Central played 
their semi-final in the loser’s 
bracket. 

South Central, which 
lost their first game to BC 
Friday night, came back and 
battled on to play against the 
Canes, which defeated BC in 
the semi-finals of the win- 
ner’s bracket. However, in a 
twist of fate, South Central 
had to play BC one more time 
to determine the finalist in the 
loser’s category. South 
Central pulled off a win 
against BC and earned a spot 
in the finals against the 

Canes, which were undefeated 

throughout the series. 

The men’s division play ended as the Canes 
were crowned champions, defeating South Central. 
The mercy rule was applied as the Canes built a 30 
point lead with less than 10 minutes left in the game. 

Meanwhile, the women’s division proved to 
be just as entertaining. Saturday’s events began with 
team Miccosukee rebounding from its loss the previ- 
ous night by defeating Hollywood to move on the 
semi-final round. Hollywood was eliminated due to 
its loss the previous night to Lady Seminoles. In 
another twist of fate, Ballin Outta Control, having 
defeated Miccosukee Friday night, was eliminated by 
Miccosukee on Saturday in the semi-final round. 


Jamie Restrepo 


Jamie Restrepo 

A Ballin Outta Control teammate (center) tries to keep the ball away from the 
Miccosukee team during the Herman Osceola Memorial Tournament. 


Ballin Outta Control experienced its first 
loss earlier in the day to Lady Seminoles Both 
Miccosukee and Lady Seminoles played in the finals 
with team Lady Seminoles decisively defeating 
Miccosukee by a factor of 30 points and with 10 min- 
utes left in the game. 

Players in both divisions were intense and 
appeared well-practiced. All players put forth a wor- 
thy effort and display good sportsmanship, win or 
lose. 

The following prizes were awarded: jackets 
for first place, sweat shirts for second places and golf 
shirts for third place. All participants received T- 
shirts commemorating the event as well. 

Congratulations and thanks to all the players 
for participating in this memorial event. 


All games were officiated under organized 
collegiate rules, with two professional referees on the 
court and as well as scoring officials. All losing 
teams received two chances to advance to the finals 
in accordance with double-elimination rules. 

The first game began with the men’s divi- 
sion. BC defeated South Central in the first game of 
the tournament by a margin of five points with a 
score of 63-58. The women’s division played the sec- 
ond game with Ballin Outta Control putting the “con- 
trol” on Miccosukee with a final score of 36-34. 

Later in the evening, the Canes handily defeated 
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National Conference for Community and Justice Honors Max Osceola Jr. 




By Iretta Tiger 

FORT LAUDERDALE — Longevity and commitment are 
the qualities Max Osceola Jr. has which have brought him to the 
attention of The National Conference for Community and Justice 
(NCCJ). On March 20 Osceola and nine other honorees received the 
Silver Medallion Award for 
their philanthropic works. 

Osceola was nominat- 
ed for the Silver Medallion 
after he made a presentation 
that impressed NCCJ’s leader- 
ship. NCCJ also emphasized his 
humanitarian efforts for 
Broward County. 

The Broward County 
Convention Center hosted the 
black tie award’s banquet cere- 
mony. NCCJ conducted a silent 
auction in the lobby. The tribe 
donated several items including 
Miami Heat tickets and a night 
at the Seminole Hard Rock 
resort for the auction. 

NCCJ called upon 
Paul Buster for the invocation. 

Before presenting the award’s, 
a video presentation was shown 
which celebrated each Silver 
Medallion recipient. In the 
video, Osceola recounted a 
childhood incident: 

“When I was kid I, 
went to the water fountain,” he 
said. “Back then they had two 
fountains, one with a sign that 
said colored and one that said 
white. I didn’t know which one 
to use because I wasn’t black 
and I wasn’t white. So I asked 
my mom which 
one do I use and 
she said, ‘Use 
which ever one is 
open.’ ” 

Osceola 

noted the similari- 
ties between 
NCCJ’s goals and 
the traditional 
teachings of the 
tribe. 

Both 

groups strive to 
teach children tol- 
erance and accept- 
ance towards other 


Their programs are focused towards the youth. NCCJ stresses that the 
organization has never been a religious one. 

Congratulations Max Osceola, Jr. for your award and thank 
you for all your selfless deeds. They go beyond the duties of Council 
Representative. 


Iretta Tiger 

(L-R) Roy Butera, Barbara Butera and Max Osceola Jr. The Buteras came to support Max Ocseola at 
the award ceremony. 


Iretta Tiger 

The Osceola Family, (L-R) Max Osceola III, Marge Osceola, Max 
Osceola Jr. at the NCCJ ceremony. 


races. 

“I’m 

happy to receive 
this award,” said 
Osceola. “To me, 
it’s a reflection of 
the tribe’s philoso- 
phy” 

The 

NCCJ is an organi- 
zation devoted to 
fighting bias, big- 
otry and racism. 


Iretta Tiger 

Max Osceola Jr. (center, back row) with other 2004 Silver Medallion recipients. 


Iretta Tiger 

Max Osceola Jr. (center) with his proud aunt and uncle, Dan Osceola (left) and Betty Osceola. 
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Job Opportunities 


For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at 954-967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, Drug Screening is a requirement of employment, 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


HOLLYWOOD 


Position: Environmental Health 
Specialist/Administrative Assistant 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Fixed Asset Accountant 

Department: Accounting 

Position Opens: 12-22-03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $30,000-$37,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Budget Analyst 
Department: Accounting 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Accountant 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-5-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: A/P Billing Clerk 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $22,880 annually with benefits 

Position: Outreach Worker 
Department: CAA 
Position Opens: 9-2-03 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $8. 00/hour with benefits 

Position: Administrative Assistant 
Department: Eligibility and Utilization, Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Secretary II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Buyer 
Department: Purchasing 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Payroll Clerk I 
Department: Payroll, Human Resources 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Database Admin II 
Department: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 3-8-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 1-12-04 
Position Closes: 1-26-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Building and Grounds 
Position Opens: 2-9-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $16,640 annually with benefits 

Position: Fuel Truck Driver/Line Person 

Department: Aviation 

Position Opens: 1-5-04 

Position Closes: 1-19-04 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Medical Assistant/Phlebotomist 

Department: Health 

Position Opens: 3-8-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $ 19,032-$22,734 annually with benefits 

Position: Assistant to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Office 

Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 2-23-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Elementary Education Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Food Preparation and Service Associate 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-27-03 

Position Closes: 11-10-03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 11-3-03 
Position Closes: 11-17-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate F/T & P/T 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

BRIGHTON 


Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 


Police Jobs Emergency Services 


Position: Police Officer 
Starting Salary: $39,591 

Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, Immokalee 
Police Officer position available. Must already have/his/her 
certification. Needs to be a citizen or have alien resident 
card, 19 years or older, with a high school diploma or 
GED. Shift work. Benefits include PPO Health Insurance, 
Life Insurance, 40 IK, Take Home Car Program, Clothing 
Allowance. If you are interested, please call (954) 967- 
8900. 


Tribune Jobs 


Positions Available at The Seminole Tribune! 

Interested in writing articles and covering 
events for the Seminole Tribe of Florida? The 
Seminole Tribune currently has free-lance positions 
available. Each position offers competitive pay, flexi- 
ble working hours, and a chance to travel. 

As a free-lance reporter, you will write sto- 
ries and cover events. For example, if you live in 
Brighton, generally you will cover events there, or 
ones close by. Basic 35mm and/or digital camera 
experience are needed. A good understanding of 
grammar rules and solid writing skills are important. 
A valid driver's license is required. Strong computer 
skills needed (Windows/MS Office, Word). 

If you would like more information, please 
call the The Seminole Tribune at (954) 967-3416. 


Position: Fire Inspector/Public Education Specialist 
Location: Big Cypress and other reservations 
Salary: $38,000 (negotiable), with benefits 

Responsibilities include: Fire safety inspec- 
tions of fire suppression and notification systems, 
new construction, existing occupancies and hazardous 
material sites. Manage Hazardous Material Program. 
Provide presentations on fire safety to educate the 
public and employees of the tribe. Accept other duties 
as required. Essential for satisfactory performance 
are: good communication skills (verbal and written), 
the ability to work with the public in a courteous 
manner, the ability to work in a “self directed” envi- 
ronment, a working knowledge of the National Fire 
Protection Agency’s Life Safety Code, State Building 
Codes including the rules and regulations of the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office and the ability to research and 
comprehend technical material. Ability to travel 
between all reservations (statewide) is mandatory. 

Minimum Qualifications: Current State of 
Florida Fire Inspector Certification, experience con- 
ducting Fire Inspections and working with the public. 

Preference will be given to candidates pos- 
sessing State of Florida Firefighter Certification, rele- 
vant college degrees and certifications plus extensive 
Fire inspection/public education experience. 

Other Requirements: high dchool diploma, valid 
Florida Driver’s License, Ability to pass an extensive 
background investigation and drug screen. 


BIA Seminole Agency Sponsors Training 


Submitted by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 

HOLLYWOOD — On March 22, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Seminole Agency 
held training for the Seminole Tribal and BIA staff 
on hazardous materials. Tribal staff from the 
Seminole Police Department and the Water 
Resources staff attended. BIA had the Tribal 
Relations Specialist, Forestry staff, and all the 
Roads staff in attendance. 

The morning session was about hazardous 
communications in the work place, which was 
taught by Tiffany Holmes from Total 
Environmental Solutions. This Right to Know is in 
accordance with 29CFR and included what to do in 
case of emergency, protective clothing when work- 
ing with chemicals, and safety in the work place. 

The next session was an overview of the 
Florida wetlands taught by Mary Billie, a Seminole 
staff member. It included what to look for and how 
to identify the inhabitants. The afternoon session 
was about the danger of fuels. It included how to 
properly store and dispense fuels; safety factors to 
look for and follow; potential hazards and emer- 
gency procedures to follow. We had a total of six- 
teen attendees that completed the training. 

The Seminole Agency Superintendent, 


Anna L. Townsend, indicates that the safety train- 
ing is in compliance with the Safety Abatement, 
which is required by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Facilities Management. Safety is vital to the effi- 
cient operation of the agency personnel and tribal 
staff who work in these types of positions, and 
need to be knowledgeable of what to do in emer- 
gency situations. 

Townsend states that the BIA provided a 
P.L. 93-638, Indian Self-Determination and 
Education Act, as Amended, training that was held 
on March 3-4. This training was provided to the 
tribal program directors that manage the thirteen 
contracted programs to the Seminole Tribe. Mary 
Umholtz, the Agency Tribal Relations Specialist 
was the instructor. She covered the contract 
requirements, the procedures on submitting the 
reports and the history of the law. The tribal 
employee participants were interested and request- 
ed additional training from the BIA. 

Townsend said she will be coordinating 
with the Seminole Tribe to provide additional train- 
ing and technical assistance; it builds a better work- 
ing relationship, and positive communication for all 
that are involved in the service of the tribes. 


Position: Network Administrator 
Department: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 11-24-03 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Counselor II (3) 

Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Building and Grounds 
Position Opens: 3-1-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $16,640 annually with benefits 

Position: Vehicle and Equipment Coordinator 
Department: Fixed Asset, Accounting 
Position Opens: 12-22-03 
Position Closes: 1-12-04 
Salary: $20,800-$24,960 annually with benefits 

Position: Transfer Station Operator Trainee (2) 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

BIG CYPRESS 


Position: Tour Guide 
Department: Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10-13-03 
Position Closes: 10-27-03 
Salary: $7. 50/hour with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T & P/T 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Environmental Health Facilities 
Management Representative 
Department: Environmental Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits. 

Position: Building and Grounds Maintenance 
Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 3-8-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $16,640 annually with benefits 

Position: Elementary Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Position: Counselor II (1) 

Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 1-5-04 
Position Closes: 1-19-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher Aide 
Department: Preschool 
Position Opens: 8-18-03 
Position Closes: 9-2-03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits and education 

Position: Dental Assistant 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 1-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $19,968-$26,291 

Position: Water Resources Management Coordinator 

Department: Water Resources 

Position: Still available 

Salary: $30,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Kindergarten Teacher; P/T, Temporary 

Department: Education 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $ 18/hour; Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-l p.m. 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

IMMOKALEE 

Position: Counselor II (2) 

Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Transfer Station Operator Trainee (2) 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Cultural/Language Instructor 
Department: Culture Education 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Recreation 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher I 
Department: Preschool 
Position Opens: 11-24-03 
Position Closes: 12-08-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist/Health Educator 
Department: Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 
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Happy Birthday Poems 



Jada Sky Holdiness will be 3- 
years-old on April 4th. We would like to 
wish Jada the best and let her know that 
we love her and she is very special to us. 

Love, 

Mommy (Ada Campos), Jelica, 
Nana, Broder, Lilo and Mantha 


By Adelsa Williams 

PEMBROKE PINES — Family 
and friends gathered up to celebrate tribal 
citizen Eugenia Osceola’s birthday on 
Monday, March 15. 

Everyone enjoyed a delicious 
Japanese meal at Nami in Pembroke 
Pines, Fla. 



Happy 8th Birthday on April 3 to 
Everett Youngblood. Keep up your high 
spirits and the sunshine you bring to our 
lives. We love you. 

Mom, Dad, and Brother (Kelly, 
Kim and Daylon Youngblood) 


Eugenia currently attends Tulsa 
Community College in Oklahoma, where 
she studies business administration. When 
asked how often she comes down to 
Florida to visit with her family, Osceola 
responded, “Every break I get.” 

Happy 30th Birthday Eugenia 
“Gino” Osceola. 



Lions, tigers, and bears, oh my! 
It’s Claireese Avila’s 4th Birthday on 
April 16. 

We wish you a Happy Birthday 
and many more. 

Lots of love and laughter, 

Family and friends 



Wishing Eden Dorothy Billie a 

happy first birthday on April 20. We 
thank the creator for bringing her into our 
lives. 

With love, 

Mom (Rachel), Elliott, 
Grandpa Steve O. and Jackie, 
Grandma Rita and Rosco, Uncle 
Stephen, and Great-Grandma Polly 
and Joey 


Thank You 


The 

family of 
Mary Frances 
Billie Johns 
would like to 
take this 
moment to 
thank every- 
one, includ- 
ing the 
Chairman’s 
Office, 

President’s 
Office, Roger 
Smith, 

Johnny Jones, 
all the cooks (we especially thank), the 
various departments, and all the friends 
and family (some we haven’t seen in a 
while). It was good to see and visit with 
you. 

The flowers were just beautiful; 
you know she loved them! We never 
thought that we would be writing this 
note. We are taking things day-by-day. 

Thank you all, 

Archie H. Johns, Sr., Monica 
Johns, Archie H. Johns, Jr., Anthony 
H. Johns. 


My Little Angel 

God blessed your mommy with your birth 

The greatest gift that’s here on Earth 

Like the silence of a falling star 

Then all of a sudden, there you are 

What a beautiful sight you were to see 

My life-long dream had become reality 

The sound of life from your tiny voice 

Sounded like, “thank you mommy” 

You were my number one choice 

Now God wasn’t sure if you should stay 

And all I could do was hope and pray 

Then with His blessing, he granted my 
plea 

And allowed me to take you home with 
me 

From that day forward me routine would 
change 

From late night movies to baby games 

The changing of diapers and a now-and- 
then cry 

I’d comfort you with Walt Disney or a 
soft lullaby 

My darling, darling little son 

Oh too quickly you turned one 

From baby size booties to a six shoe size 

I can’t believe you are now two 

Just remember for always in your years to 
come 

Your mommy loves you 

Her number one son 

This was written for my son, Jay, for his 
second birthday. He is now 23-years-old, 
but will always be my little angel 

— Spirit Seneca Tiger 


Just to be with you was all I wanted. 

As a juvenile, I would run away from 
home just to be with you. 

Eight years old, riding in the back of a 
stranger’s truck to get to the Everglades, 
just to be with you. 

I slept under a chickee in a mosquito net 
in the black nights of the everglades, sur- 
rounded by sounds of wildlife, just to be 
with you. 

I’ve walked hand in hand with you, 
through the dark paths of the everglades, 
not knowing what creature will cross our 
path, just to be with you. 

I would be so scared in the night, but you 
would always comfort me by saying, “If 
you believe in God, you don’t have to be 
scared.” So I stayed comforted, just to be 
with you. 

You were my guide, my strength, my 
hero. I did everything I could just to be 
with you. 

Years blew by like dust in the wind. I 
watched you age gracefully. The wrinkles 
on your face told history. I’m so grateful 
that I was part of your history because all 
I wanted to do was just to be with you. 


Prisoner of Love 

An Ode to the Native American Woman 

The sweet sounds of the heavens 

Come out of her mouth 

And slide past her lips 

As I reach into her soul 

And I take a smooth, slow sip 

It was indeed a natural high 

I was content with death at this point 

‘ Cause I knew it was true 

Without her love, I would die 

It was fate, it was heavenly 

Her beauty strangled my heart 

In my mind she was and IS the Lord s 

finest creation 

A masterpiece of art 

As I looked into the deepest depths of this 

creature of seduction thinking 

I began to feel whole 

Out of control, my soul was filled to the 

brim 

I wanted to be the hymn to her 

The warmth of her body, like a fox s fur 

Still a vision of blur and words of slur 

It was so for real 

It was like... damn 

It was meant to be 

Captured by love I am 

And I wish to never be set free 

Inmate number one, Mr. Marked Billie 

— Markell Billie 


Humanity 

I saw your smile in the sky 

In billows of white 

And hues of purple 

It was no angel face that I saw 

No halo 

Or Wings 

Or spotless perfection 
No heavenly perfection at all 
In your smile I could see 
The goodness of humanity 
A beauty to which even angels aspire 
Leaving them envious 
And empty 

That ray of divinity in each soul 
Which can take the heart back 
To its prefect moment 
Back to creation itself 

— Marshal Priest 



Your presence left this earth, but your 
spirit still remains. Grandma, all I wanted 
to do is just be with you. 


I turned my life over to God and he whis- 
pered to me in the wind and said, “All she 
wanted was just to be with you too.” 

I love you Grandma 

— Melinda Jimmie 


Congratulations 



Marlys Primeaux 
Baptized 

On March 20, 16-year-old 
Marlys Primeaux, from the Bear Clan, 
was baptized at the Shiloh Baptist 
Church in Uvalda, GA. 

We want to say that we are 
proud of you; you’ve come a long 
way. We love you and will always be 
supportive, whatever you choose to do 
in life. 

Mom (Darline Buster) and 
Dad (Mitchell Primeaux) 

“It’s a new beginning and 
also an end to my old way of living. I 
always wanted to get baptized, so I 
joined Mount Calvary Baptist Church. 
I was baptized and I feel proud about 
the choice I’ve made. I want to thank 
my wonderful parents and my broth- 
ers and sister for supporting me and 
for never leaving my side.” 

Love always, 

Marlys Primeaux 




In Memory 

Just to be With You 


PR Department Throws Baby 
Shower for Shawna O'Kane 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — On Tuesday 
Feb. 17, the Public Relations Department 
hosted a baby shower for fellow employee 
Shawna O’Kane at 
the old Hotmeals 
building. Invitees 
enjoyed a catered 
lunch from Scrubby’s 
Barbecue. 

O’Kane 

expects to deliver a 
baby boy in early- 
April. This will be 
her second child. She 
also has a five-year- 
old daughter. 

“Shawna is 
just glad it’s almost 
over,” said O ’Kane’s 
co-worker and fellow 
proud mother, Carol 


Collier. 

Congratulations go out to 
Shawna O’ Kane on the new addition to 
her family. 



The Miccosukee Tribe will host 
the 29th Annual Everglades Music & 
Crafts Festival on Saturday April 17. 

The festival runs from 9:30 a.m. until 6 
p.m.; however, gates close at 5 p.m. 

Festivities will take place at the 
Miccosukee Indian Village, located in the 
everglades, approximately 25 miles west 
of Miami on the Tamiami Trail (US Hwy 
41 /8th St) and 70 miles southeast of 
Naples. For more information, please call 
Deborah Tiger at (305) 223-8380. 

Admission is $15 for adults, $7 
for children 7-12 years old, children 6 
and younger are free. 


NTEC to Bring Together Top 
Professionals and Leaders on Tribal 
Environmental Issues 
Submitted by NTEC 

A diverse group of tribal leaders, 
environmental professionals, and govern- 
ment representatives will convene to dis- 
cuss serious environmental issues at the 
National Tribal Environmental Council’s 
(NTEC) 11th Annual Conference, to be 
hosted by the Catawba Indian Nation of 
South Carolina next month. 

With a theme of “Conserving 
Harmony in Creation; Empowering Tribal 
Nations,” conference topics will range 
from climate change to economic devel- 
opment that impact the native nations 
across the country, including Alaska. 

Astronaut John Herrington of the 
Chickasaw Nation has been invited as a 
keynote speaker, and others will be partic- 
ipating representing such organizations as 
the Native American Rights Fund, 

Council of Energy Resources Tribes, and 
the National Congress of American 
Indians. 


Set for April 19-22, the confer- 
ence will be held at the Springmaid Beach 
Resort and Conference Center at Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. More information 
may be obtained by going to NTEC’s 
website at www.ntec.org, or by calling 
Karen Ware at (505) 242-2175. 




Upcoming Events 



Extraordinary Psychic Readings 
by Barbara 

Tells past, present and future 

Helps on love, marriage 
and family problems 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

(954) 491-9723 
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Indian Spiritual Healer & Readings By Sonya 

Have you been worried or confused? 

Are you failing at your job or personal life? 

Do you feel unlucky? 

Then call this gifted healer today, she will tell you of 
your problems and what you must do to solve them. 
Call today for a brighter tommorrow. 

(561) 799-3416 

I free question by phone 
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Cattle Drive 


Cypress Cattle Drive is only for recreation, 
cattle drives are unique in history because 
they represent an unsettled west that is now 
filled with homesteads, barbed wire protect- 
ed fields and established communities. 

The American cowboy is a symbol 
of the Western Frontier and our rich her- 
itage. The life of the cowboy, whether on the 
ranch or on the trail, is a story of rough 
adventure. When most people think of cow- 
boys they think of the Hollywood 
movie depiction that glamorizes the 
career of a cowboy. 

“So many people have mis- 4 

conceptions of what cowboys did, ^ 

what they wore and how they lived,” 

Galen Arnett, a Lead Cowboy V* 

Interpreter said. “It was not as glam- t 
orous as most people think.” 

Most cattle drives took two 
to three months to move several thou- 
sand heads of cattle and typically 
moved 1 5 to 20 miles on a good day. 1 
This was to ensure that the cattle 
maintained as much weight as possi- 'j 
ble so that they would bring a better 
price at the market. 

On the trail, life was rough, 
monotonous, and often dangerous. 

This year’s Eighth Annual Cattle 
Drive offered up a great time of fun 
and laughter for all that attended. The 
cattle drive came to an end at the f 


Junior Cypress Arena with a good old fash- 
ioned barbecue for the exhausted cowhands. 

Not only did this cattle drive allow 
us to remember the valuable skills taught by 
legends like Junior Cypress, Jack Motlow, 
and Agnes Cypress, but it also was a com- 
memoration to the American cowboy, and a 
unique piece of history. 


Continued from page 1 


with one stop along the way for cold drinks 
and snacks. Joining this year’s cattle drive 
were celebrity guests such as Professional 
Bull Riders star Wiley Peterson, who was 
kind enough to drive the drink wagon, 

Miami Commissioner Joe Sanchez, and 
Hendry County Commissioner Bill Maddox. 
Doc King, the tribe’s favorite veterinarian, 
also joined the ride in case any emergency 
medical assistance was needed for the hors- 
es. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 
President Moses Osceola, Board 
Representative Paul Bowers Sr., Board 
Representative Johnny Jones, and 
Councilman Roger Smith also attended the 
cattle drive. It is men like these that help 
make up the epitome of the Seminole Tribe’s 
Cattle Industry. 

This year’s Honorary Trail Boss 
was Agnes Cypress, who took her seat on 
the lead wagon and helped guide the way. 

“We are proud to have Agnes as 
honorary trail boss and to recognize her as 
one of the very few Seminole women cattle 
owners,” Chairman Cypress said. 

Along the way, spectators stopped 
on sides of the road to capture pictures of 
such a unique event. Even though the Junior 
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Culture Programs I Please see our special tribute to 

1 Henry John Billie on page 6; and our special 
Page 4 I tribute to Billy Cypress on page 2 and 20. 




Stephen Galla 


A maintenence worker bolts in the neck of the Hard Rock guitar, the final stage of work needed to complete the recog 
nizable hotel chain’s emblem. 


Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino Hollywood 
Grand Opening May 11 
see page 18 


Giant Hard Rock Guitar Installed 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — How 

can you tell the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino is nearing 
completion? Just take a look at the 
massive 56-foot standing guitar. On 
Tuesday April 13, the signature 
Hard Rock guitar was installed in 
front of the entrance of the soon-to- 


be-completed Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. 

Dave Moore, Project 
Manager for Total Identity Group, a 
New York-based company special- 
izing in sign making, said “This is 
the largest of all the Hard Rock gui- 

❖ See GUITAR, page 16 



Iretta Tiger 


(L-R) Max Osceola Jr., Hollywood Representative, Moses Osceola, President, Richard Henry, Tampa Liasion, Priscilla 
Sayen, Tribal Secretary, Roger Smith, Brighton Representative and William Osceola, Trail Liasion commemerate the 
completion of renovations that were made to State Road 7 to accomodate the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 


State Road 7 Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — Windy and dusty, but very 
exciting would best describe the conditions for the April 1 9 
ribbon cutting ceremony for the renovation of Highway 441 
(State Road 7). Susie Kippenberger, Director of Utilities, 
hosted the historic event. 

“We are here today to celebrate the completion of a 
milestone project,” said Kippenberger. “We have accom- 
plished the enormous task of completing the widening of 
this section of US 441 in six months.” 

“The foundations that we laid along the way were 
not simply on this road, but also between the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida and the Florida Department of 


Transportation, who had the vision to understand what this 
project would bring to the community,” added 
Kippenberger. 

The improvements for 441 include the widening of 
lanes between Sheridan Street and Griffin Road, and adding 
a turning lane on the north and south side of Stirling Road 
and Griffin Road. Also, new traffic lights were installed, 
creating two new roads named Seminole Way and Lucky 
Street as the entrances for the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. The new highway now includes a bicycle lane, a 
sidewalk and irrigation improvements. The medians were 
also revamped with patchwork painted onto them. 

❖ See SR 7, page 16 



Cheryl Bolton 


Moses Osceola (right), President of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. looks on as the first 
customer of the day, Frank Montgomery, pumps gas at the new Brighton Trading Post 
convenience store. 


Business Venture at Brighton 
Brings Added Convenience 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The flashing 
“Open” sign was signaling drivers passing 
by on Highway 721 that the new gas station 
at the Brighton Trading Post was ready for 
business. Moses Osceola, President of 
Seminole Tribe, Inc., arrived from 
Hollywood to observe the first day of opera- 
tion. Brighton’s tribal Representative, 

Johnny Jones, administrative staff and the 
gas station and convenience store workers 
were all very pleased to see vehicles pulling 
in one after another. 

It was 10 a.m. Thursday April 1. 

The pumps had been turned on since 6 a.m. 
That day, a new Seminole business was bom. 

A Brighton worker, Rennie Berry, 
drove up to one of the eight pumps and 
declared his excitement about the new 
Brighton convenience store. 

“It’s about time,” he said. “Now we 
don’t have to go all the way to Lakeport to 
get gas.” 

Tribal citizen Charlene Baker 
echoed Berry’s sentiment. 

“I am glad we have a gas station 


now,” said Baker. “It is much more conven- 
ient for us; we’ve been waiting a while.” 

The new gas station at Brighton 
increased the economic independence of the 
residents who, up to now, have had to drive 
to nearby Lakeport or farther to Okeechobee 
to fill up their tanks. Instead of putting the 
profits in other’s pockets the money will go 
back to the tribe. 

Gas prices will stay competitive 
with Okeechobee and the Circle K in 
Lakeport. The savings in buying gas for 
those who need only to fill their tank can be 
significant. If your vehicle averages 20-miles 
per gallon and you drive from Brighton to 
Okeechobee, a 60-mile round-trip, it will 
take three gallons of gas. At $1.79 a gallon 
that is $5.37 just to go and return. 

“The price of gas is very important 
to most people,” said Don Waiknsnis who 
had noticed $1.85 gas prices in Clewiston on 
his way to Brighton from Hollywood. 

Waikinsis came to observe the oper- 
ation of the completed gas station at 
Brighton since he will be managing the new 

❖ See TRADING POST, page 3 



A Birthday Bash 
for the Chairman 


Iretta Tiger 

(L-R) Immokalee Liasion Elaine Aguilar, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress 
Council Representative David Cypress, and Cypress’s mother Mary Frances Cypress. 


By Shelley Marmor 

BIG CYPRESS — On Wednesday 
April 7, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, along 
with about 150 of his friends and co-work- 
ers, celebrated his birthday. Cypress and his 
guests gathered at the Herman L. Osceola 
Gymnasium in Big Cypress on his special 
day. 

Upon entering the gym, many 
guests wrote a birthday wish to Cypress on a 
large banner. Roy Cantu, Building Manager 
in Big Cypress (BC), along with tribal citi- 
zens Breanna Robbins and Virginia Tommie 
found their way to the banner to wish the 
chairman a happy birthday. 

After everyone had settled into 
seats at one of the tables, tribal citizen Paul 
Bowers took over the microphone and said a 
few words. He expressed how sad it was for 
the tribe to lose Henry John Billie, a tribal 
elder and BC resident, the day before 
Cypress’s birthday. 

Bowers acknowledged the Tribal 


Council and Board members who were pres- 
ent; including, Roger Smith, David Cypress, 
David Dehass and Johnny Jones. Next, 
Bowers asked Reverend Hummingbird to 
say invocation and bless the food and the 
people who traveled to BC to celebrate 
Cypress’s birthday. 

“Today is a good day to come 
together,” Hummingbird said. “God set this 
day aside for us to come together.” 

After Reverend Hummingbird’s 
prayer, Tina Turner, Tom Jones and Garth 
Brooks took the stage to entertain the crowd. 
While the real entertainers could not make it 
out to BC that day, the impersonators they 
sent in their place would have made the real 
singers proud. 

Each impersonator sang some of the 
hit songs everyone knew them for. Tina 
Turner sang “What’s Love Got to Do With 
It,” Garth Brooks sang “If Tomorrow Never 

❖ See MITCHELL, page 4 
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Never to be Forgotten: Henry John Billie, Billy Cypress 


T oday my heart is heavy and bur- 
dened with the sorrow of losing 
two very prominent historical fig- 
ures within our tribe. They were not only 
my relatives, but were very good friends. 
My memories of Henry John Billie will 
always be of a quiet man whose son, 
Reuben, and I grew up playing together 
on the Hollywood reservation. 

I also have vivid memories of 
Henry’s family staying at Henry 
Jumper’s camp in Big Cypress and our 
family would be across the road at my 
grandfather and grandmother, Morgan 
and Katie Smith’s camp. Many hours of 
fun were had playing around the old red 
barn down the road from our camps. 
Henry John Billie’s sons and I would 
enjoy those times we had on our visits to 
Big Cypress. 

Billy Cypress was an individual 
I came to respect and love when as a 
young man he would take time to ride his 
bike to our camp on the Hollywood 
reservation, (or Dania reservation as it 
was called back then), to pick up a young 
boy whose world existed only of the 
woods surrounding Moses Jumper Sr. 
and Betty Mae Jumper’s home on 
Stirling Road, and peddle him to the only 
grocery store in the area and purchase me 
a moon pie and R.C. Cola. 

Billy was the only person my 
mother would let me out of the yard 
with. Billy was that type of person, 

Godly, honest and kind. In later years I 
came to respect Billy even more as he 
pursued an education and later became 
one of the tribe’s authorities on tribal his- 
tory and culture. 

The passing of these two men 
marked the end of an era, yet perhaps the 


beginning of knowledge and wisdom 
these two men left behind 

Legacy 

Sometimes in the midst of life we lose signif- 
icance of the passing of time 
We take for granted the wisdom and knowl- 
edge possessed by a certain mind. 

We look to things that are worldly, feeling if 
relevant to our time of day, 

Yet unnoticed in our midst was an education 
from two men who had something to say 
Much of this knowledge can not be found in 
some video or book 

This keen insight and perception was gift 
that must be never overlooked 
In life, the breath giver has given men gifts 
to which they must return, 

Never belonging to them this gift, is some- 
thing we all must remember and learn 
Respect and reverence to the creator was 
what they showed us how to be 
To their friends and relatives they stood for 
the gift of humility 

To those of us left behind we must continue 
to walk this earth that others might see, 

In remembrance of the gifts they left we 
must pass on to others their legacy 

These two men were elders, and 
all elders are grandfathers. This poem is 
dedicated to all grandfathers and written 
when my grandfather, Josie Jumper, 
passed away years ago. These two men 
were very active in their early years at 
the First Seminole Baptist Church. 

Grandfather 

Grandfather, today we have 
come to bid you farewell 
Knowing we ’ll meet again for 
which time will tell 


There is an emptiness in our lives today, 
Through which God s strength we must 
seek the way 

Memories will haunt us as days go by, 
But knowing your faith, 

We will be comforted as days draw night 
The smile, the laugh, 
the days we stood side-by-side 
The joys, the gifts, the times you cried 
Only now grandfather will you 
know the tears we shed, 

As we saw you lying on that hospital bed 
I wondered why God let 
you suffer so much, 

When all it would have taken 
was his touch 

Yet, it was only God and God alone, 
Who knew it was time to take you home 
In it all I can understand today, 

That it strengthened our faith in every way 
Still the sadness lingers on, 

Yet through it all, God will lead us on 
Yes, there are many here, who feel they 
have lost a true friend, 

But believe me, this is not the end 
For today Grandfather sits on his 
porch at his mansion on high 
Praising God as he gave a joyous sigh 
Grandfather no longer has sickness or 
pain does he worry of riches or fame 
He now was at home where the 
lame walk and the blind see 
Because through Jesus, 
Grandfather won the Victory 

— Moses Jumper Jr 

Please see our special tribute to 
Henry John Billie on page 6; 
and our special tribute to 
Billy Cypress on page 20. 



Billy Cypress (front) as a young boy. 



(L-R) Billy Cypress and Tom Gallaher with an early-20th century canoe, donated by 
Robert Osceola, that they picked up at Florida’s panhandle, April 1994. 



Billy Cypress with classmates. 
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Billy Cypress Remembered: 
Family and Co-workers 


by Friends, 



Billy Cypress at Tribal Fair 1994. 


Cypress as our Executive 
Director. Our prayers and love 
go to Carol Cypress and her 
children at this time. It has 
been an honor and privilege to 
work for a man with great 
stamina. Billy L. Cypress knew 
no stranger and always greeted 
everyone with a warm smile. 

He had a great sense of humor 
yet he was also a hard working 
person, dedicated to his work. 

Billy was compassionate, knew 
everyone employee by first 
name and he took the time to 
talk with the employees on a 
one-on-one basis when the 
employees needed to talk with 
him. He not only cared about 
the employees as workers, but 
he also cared about the people 
in general. 

BILLY L. CYPRESS 
WILL BE SORELY 
MISSED!!!” 

Mornin Osceola 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum 

“I feel very fortunate 
to have met and worked with 
Billy Cypress although it was 
too short. I started here in late 
November 2002. He treated me 
and my family as if we were a 
part of his family rather than 
just “another employee.” The Kissimmee 
Slough Shootout and Rendezvous is a 
very exciting time for all of us here at the 
museum, but I think that Billy especially 
enjoyed this time of year. My four chil- 
dren (ages 13-15) and I attended our first 
Battle Reenactment last year, and couldn’t 
wait until February rolled around again 
this year. It’s a joy to see them become 
excited about history. 

Billy was a teacher and loved to 
tell the children stories of the battles. I 
remember one of them asking him this 
past year why so many of the Seminole 
men in the old black and white photos 
were holding a rifle. He told them that the 
warriors were proud to own a rifle and 
wanted to “show it off’. He said, “when 
the photographers would come around, I 
remember different men saying, “Wait 
I’ve got to go get my gun.” Then Billy 
said, “If we didn’t like the photographer, 
hmm. . . maybe he wouldn’t be seen taking 
any pictures anymore.” And Billy smiled 
and gave a soft laugh. 

Billy was a gentle spirit, wise 
beyond his years, the fairest employer 
I’ve ever worked for, a kind friend, a 
father to us all, a humble intellectual indi- 
vidual, and my family and I will think of 
him often for the rest of our lives. BILLY 
L. CYPRESS WE WILL MISS YOU 
GREATLY!!!” 

Shawna Trnka 
Administrative Assistant 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 


Miccosukee, “Billy, I hope you and 
Arthur Bain know what ya’ll are doing!” 

As I grew I watched him culti- 
vate his knowledge and love for our cul- 
ture, I am so very proud and filled with 
such a deep satisfaction. It has been an 
honor for me to have had the distinct 
pleasure of addressing him as Uncle and 
hearing him introduce me as his niece. 

Just as his youngest daughter has said, 

“He lived two to three lifetimes all in 
one,” and with that being said: 

In tears we saw you sinking 
and watched you fade away 
Our hearts were almost broken because 
we wanted you to stay 
But when we saw you sleeping peacefully, 
free from pain 

How could we wish you back with us 
to suffer that again 
It broke our hearts to lose you 

But you did not go alone 
For part of us went with you 
when God called you home 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rhonda Bain 

Cypress’ wife, Carol, shared, “He 
loved his kids and his grandkids. 
Everything he did he wanted to do with 
them.” 

To Carol and her family and to 
his friends and co-workers we send our 
condolences. He was a good man, we will 
miss him. 


The following are thoughts and 
letters written by friends, family, and co- 
workers on behalf of Billy Cypress. 

“Billy was such a great guy to 
work for. He never seemed to let anything 
bother him; he really took things in stride. 
He read so much, it was great talking to 
him about history or politics or whatever, 
and he seemed to be interested in every- 
thing. He was so well-liked by everyone, 
there are so many people across the coun- 
try that have called with their condo- 
lences, some of them crying. He told me a 
few years ago that if he left this earth 
before I did, to tell everyone that he really 
enjoyed his life. I sure will miss him.” 
Tom Gallaher 

Development and Promotions 
Coordinator 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

“As our museum’s Executive 
Director, Billy L. Cypress deeply under- 
stood his museum’s responsibility to 
future generations. Naturally that respon- 
sibility includes the collection and preser- 
vation of culturally-relevant artifacts and 
archives. But Billy also saw the pressing 
need to record the life stories and wisdom 
of Tribal elders while we still can, and he 
rededicated Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki to its Oral 
History Program. His wife, Carol, shares 
this dedication and has always been our 
primary oral history interviewer. 

When Billy instructed us to make 
this program our highest priority, he 
instilled in us a sense of duty with an air 
of emergency. He said to me: “If we fail 
to buy an artifact today, the worst that 
could happen is that we might pay more 
for it tomorrow. But if we fail to record 
the ways and wisdom of the elders, the 
worst that could happen is that we lose it 
forever.” 

So we got right to work on this 
directive, and we will remain dedicated to 
it, in Billy’s honor. 

Tom Andrew 
Curator of Collection 
and Exhibits 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

“What will forever stick in my 
mind about Billy Cypress is his quiet, yet 
exuberant enthusiasm for both his work 
and his world. Working with him was a 
privilege and a joy. He made it a point to 
gain insight about everything around him. 

This was perhaps most clear in 
his travels where he acquainted himself 
with both the history of the location and 
where was the best place to enjoy a meal. 
Billy took great delight in sharing his 
knowledge and appreciation with the peo- 
ple around him whether they were family 
or associates. 

I’ll never forget one time in a 
restaurant where conversation turned to 
the United States Civil War and Billy 
drew a map on a napkin outlining the mil- 
itary movements involved in the First and 
Second Battles of Bull Run! His involve- 
ment in the museum world brought him in 
contact with many influential people, and 
he was completely at home in that milieu. 

Although he was at ease with 
people of high standing, Billy was equally 
content to share his time and his thoughts 
with everyday folks as well. Quite simply, 
he was courteous to all people. At work, 
Billy was always kind and even tempered, 
but he could also be steadfast and resolute 
in his decisions concerning work. Having 
had the pleasure of working with Billy 
Cypress for over a decade I look upon his 
passing with enormous sadness and 
extreme loss. 

David Blackard 
Museum Director 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

“The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
staff will grieve the loss of Billy L. 


Seeing as how things are so dif- 
ferent now, I thought I’d share my 
thoughts and feelings with family and 
friends about my Uncle Billy Cypress. 

A kind face, with a quick wit and 
sharp mind; yes that is him. He is a war- 
rior, an educator, a father, a brother, and 
someone who married one of my most 
beloved Aunts. 

My childhood memories are pep- 
pered with his presence, especially load- 
ing up the family for one of the many 
trips to Disney World. I see him smiling at 
me and telling me, “Find all the eggs that 
you can Rhonda, the Easter Bunny hid 
them well today!” 

I see him at my house skinning a 
deer with my Dad. My god parents Betty 
Mae and Moses were there. Grandpa Joe 
Doctor would have his bottle of white 
port wine laughing and saying in 


Dear Friends: 

The Museum of Florida History 
staff is deeply sorry to hear of the loss of 
Billy Cypress, Executive Director of the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and a great pre- 
server of Seminole and Miccosukee histo- 
ry and culture. Mr. Cypress was loved, 
admired, and trusted by all who knew him 
in Tallahassee. He always proved to be a 
wise and trusted advisor on many projects 
involving the Seminole and Miccosukee 
people. His service as member of many 
boards and advisory groups, including the 
Friends of Florida Historic Sites and 
Properties was greatly appreciated and 
valued. 

Bob McNeil 

Senior Curator 

Museum of Florida History 
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Wiley Peterson Visits Seminole Youth 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — Guest speaker Wiley 
Peterson, professional bull rider, spoke to Seminole 
youth about making the right decisions in one’s life. 

The first to speak to youth was Shelby 
Osceola, Junior Seminole Rodeo Queen, and all- 


around rodeo participant. Osceola spoke about how 
she has participated in rodeos for as long as she can 
remember. 

She placed third in the world in barrel racing 
last year. She thanked the tribe, her 
family and keeps busy with school 
and in obtaining her goals. 

Shelby remarked that a per- 
son needs to have confidence in 
what they put effort into such as 
sports, and education. Her goals are 
to finish school and to make it to a 
national rodeo competition. 

Wiley Peterson, the guest of 
honor, followed Osceola. He talked 
about how his first time riding steers 
he hit the ground a lot and wasn’t 
even really good at riding. Peterson 
still continued to compete in steer 
riding however. 

He faced his fear of not 
knowing what would happen to him 
once the gate to the chute opened up. 

He is thankful that in the sport of 
bull riding he has overcome that 
fear. He has learned how not to be 
afraid because everyone has a fear of 
something. 

Even though he was afraid 
at that time, he learned how to get 
through it and was determined to fin- 
ish what it was he set out to do. 

“This is what it’s going to take to for each 
and everyone in the room to do if they want to 
accomplish a dream,” said Peterson. “In order to see 


these dreams come true, one has to stick with it. They 
need to be consistent in seeing that dream through. If 
they give up they are guaranteed to lose,” said 
Peterson 

Peterson added that saying bull riding is a 
sport that does not offer a second chance. He used the 
example that if you fall off a bull, 
the bull will not let you get back on 
it and let you position yourself. 
Instead, it will buck you off and 
stomp on you. 

JJe mentioned that any time 
in a person’s life if they give up for 
the first time, they learn how to give 
up. If they let this happen, the road 
ahead will be rough and that person 
will easily quit every time the road 
ahead gets rough. 

Peterson offered some tips 
on staying on top of your dreams. A 
person should surround themselves 
with positive people. They should 
practice at being the best and should 
avoid being lax in putting effort into 
the dreams they want to accomplish. 

He encouraged the youth to 
stay away from alcohol and drugs 
and to keep their mind and body 
healthy by staying away from those 
pitfalls. Peterson also wanted to let 
the youth realize that they may never 
be a professional athlete, but that 
should ’t discourage them from being 
the best that they can be. 

Peterson asked that educa- 
tion be a priority, because it is bene- 
ficial in the long run for those to put an effort into 
education. He thanked the tribe for supporting him in 
his efforts at becoming number one in the 
Professional Bull Rider association. The tribe is 


thankful for having such a talented person as Peterson 
supporting them in their effort to speak to the youth, 
about making the right decisions towards their 
dreams, education, and in life. 



Alexandra Frank 


Bull rider Wiley Peterson (right) signs an autograph for Leoma 
Poore. 



Alexandra Frank 


Junior Seminole Rodeo Queen Shelby Osceola (left) and profession- 
al bull rider Wiley Peterson. 


The Ric Rac Shack 


Ric Rac Shack is the place for 
ric rac, bias and everything for 
tribal and regalia sewing. 
You can’t beat the variety 
and the prices. 

Too far away? 

THE STORE WILL COME 

TO YOU! 

Get ten people together, and 
we’ll bring it all to you. 
Call for details. 

Ric Rac Shack 

5450 Plaza South State Rd 7 (441) 
(Across from Hard Rock Hotel & Casino) 
Open Mon. - Fri. 9:30 a.m.- 5 p.m. 

( 954 ) 583-3006 



Susan Etxebarria 


(L-R) Johnny Jones, Don Waiksnis, Bill Jacobs, Cheryl Bolton, Libby Kinduall, Kevin Osceola, Sandy 
Osceola, and President Moses Osceola. 



Trading Post 

Continued from page 1 

gas station set to open soon in Big Cypress. 

A feasibility study to determine if a gas sta- 
tion would be profitable was conducted in December 
of 2002 by President Osceola. 

“The tribe authorized me to do a feasibility 
study,” he said. “At that time I was a representative 
for the tribe and in charge of Employment and 
Training. I completed the study- but [the plan] was 
not developed.” 

The study derived customer-based pro- 
jections utilizing a Florida Department of 
Transportation traffic analysis for Highway 721, 
the U.S. Census Bureau statistics for Glades 
County, as well as statistics from the tribe. The 
population count is approximately 540 residents 
in Brighton, and approximately 500 employees. 

“Once I became president on May 12 
last year I saw it through,” Osceola said. “It has 
to make money and it has to make profits.” 

“In the early days we were just in agri- 
culture; in citrus, cattle and catfish farming. And 
it was hard to make profits. The key to our suc- 
cess is to diversify into different business ven- 
tures. This is a necessary service for the commu- 
nity. If our people support this, they are investing 
in their own project. They are keeping the money 
within the community,” Osceola continued. 

This is the first major project that Board 
Representative Johnny Jones has been involved 
with since being elected to the board. He said he 
heard people say the gas station can’t make 
money, but he is confident it will be a success. 

“We will find out,” he said. “We have 
had a campground here for many years but if we 
can get people to come here to buy gas they will 
also come into the convenience store and buy 
sodas and chips and other things.” 

He said the store was once very small 
and had little to offer but now they have expand- 
ed and will continue to expand even more as the 
building is refurbished. 

“This is tribal-owned and our tribal 
funds are coming through here.” Jones said. “The 
money will be coming back to us.” 

The Trading Post and Campground 
employs five full-time employees and is open 
Monday-Thursday from 6 a.m-10 a.m. and 


Friday-Sunday from 6 a.m.-12 p.m. It will some- 
times stay open later for the nights when Brighton 
hosts basketball tournaments. 

Seminole-owned Trading Posts are expected 
to become a chain in the future, according to 
President Osceola. 

“We plan to open a chain of convenience 
stores and gas stations all named Trading Post at Big 
Cypress, Immokalee, Ft Pierce, and they are looking 
for a site in Hollywood,” Osceola said. “At some 
point we hope to become a fuel distributor.” 


Cheryl Bolton 

Kevin Osceola, campground and maintenance manag- 
er, greets one of the new customers. 


New Home for Family Services Staff 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — A 

new sizeable trailer will be the 
future home for employees of the 
Family Services Department, for 
at least the next few years. The 
small building-on- wheels will 
house four to five employees, and 
includes a conference room. 

Those making the move 
to their new home are Crissie 
Carter, Director of Family 
Services, Marla Dale, Assistant 
Director, Ted Nelson, Foster Care 
Systems Administrator, and Eric 
Bricker, Addictions Program 
Administrator. 

While not a permanent 
home for the staff members, it 
should make a comfortable substi- 
tute for the time being. 



Michael Kelly 
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Iretta Tiger 


(L-R) Patty M’Sadoques, Mitchell Cypress, Sally R. Tommie, Debbie Christophe, 
Sandy Seiner. 


Mitchell 

Continued from page 1 

Comes,” and dedicated it to the late 
Henry John Billie, and Tom Jones sang 
“Its Not Unusual.” 

After the impersonators finished 
their set lists, Chairman Cypress made his 
way to the microphone. The ladies who 
work in the chairman’s office, Sally 
Tommie, Sandy Seiner, Pat M’Sadoques, 
Debbie Christophe, and Jo Leigh Jumper, 
joined him and sang “Happy Birthday” to 
Cypress. He then thanked everyone for 
attending his birthday celebration. 

“I know you all are busy at the 
office,” he said. “But thank you all for 
coming.” 

Cypress added that his birthday 
was more special than most, because a 
very special guest was able to attend-his 
mother, Mary Francis Cypress. 

“This is my greatest happy birth- 
day because my mother is here on my 



Iretta Tiger 

Mitchell Cypress with Tom Jones. 


fifty-seventh birthday.” 

Immediately following, everyone 
lined up for a catered lunch that included 
barbecue ribs, fried fish, mashed potatoes, 
and cornbread. Soon 
after, it was time to cut 
the cake. Paul Bowers 
returned to the micro- 
phone and asked 
Chairman Cypress to cut 
the first slice. 

Bowers com- 
mented, “There’s going 
to be a woman who 
jumps out of there.” 
Cypress laughed, and 
then brought the first 
slice, which should have 
been for himself, to his 
mother. 

Not long after, 
many attendees started 
making their way back 
to either home or work. 
However, no one, 
including Cypress him- 
self, left without enjoy- 
ing themselves. 



Immokalee Cultural Program Students Practice Beadwork 



By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE 

During a community meeting a 
few months ago, some con- 
cerned parents mentioned their 
desire to see the younger genera- 
tion become more involved in 
their culture. 

Nancy Garza, who is 
the cultural instructor, pointed 
out that her door is always open, 
but very few of the youngsters 
enter. Sometimes the children 
just need a little inspiration from 
their parents. Ultimately, a 
Parents Advisory Committee 
(PAC) evolved with the assis- 
tance of Virginia Billie and 
Sylvia Marrero. 

After careful considera- 
tion, they selected beading as 
their first task. After school on 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Virginia Billie instructs Jade Tapia and Alexis Martin while Nancy Garza observes. 


Fridays, parents bring their chil- 
dren unless a holiday or unfore- 
seen event is taking place. So 
far, they have enjoyed making 
necklaces and rings, but before 
they complete any beading, the students learn how to work on 
the bead loom. 

These get-togethers have been not only educational, but 


fun! Refreshments are also served. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Nancy Garza through the Immokalee 
Field Office at (239) 657-6567. 


Hollywood Cultural Program Students Learn Traditional Crafts 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen Donna Turtle, 
Cultural Instructor, speaks proudly of the main purpose of the 
Cultural Program and its participants. 

“The purpose of the program is to teach the Seminole 
culture,” said Turtle. 

Women and children of the community participate in 

various educational 
activities, such as 
sewing, beadwork, 
basket making and 
dolls. 

Turtle 
mentioned that 
Francine Osceola, 
Cultural Instructor, 
has helped tremen- 
dously assisting 
the program’s par- 
ticipants. 

“Francine 
is a real asset; she 
knows a lot,” said 
Turtle. 

Turtle rec- 
ognized Randy 
Osceola and 
Jessica Osceola on 
their accomplish- 
ments. Jessica has 
made a vest and a 
shirt and also 
makes her own 

Hollywood Cultural Program Staff patchwork; while 

Randy Osceola practices his bead work. Randy has made a 

towel and pillow 



Hollywood Cultural Program Staff 


Jessica Osceola is dedicated in learning her Seminole culture. 


with his own patchwork. 

“Jessica and Randy come every day to work,” said 

Turtle. 

Turtle encourages the community to come out and par- 
ticipate in the program. 

The Cultural Program is available Monday-Friday from 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.; extended hours are on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 8 a.m. 9 p.m. 




Jeep 





Mon. - Fri. 9a.m. - 4p.m. 4224 Hwy. 441 South 

Saturday 9a.m. - Sp.at. 

Sunday ci««> Okeechobee, FI 

(M3) 357-0500 (804) 329*49X6 


Arrested? License Problems? 


“We’ll Stand Up For You!” 

• Suspended License • Felonies 

• Revoked License • Misdemeanors 

• Traffic Tickets 

•DU1 • Nursing Home Neglect 


The Law Offices of 

Guy J. Seligman, RA. 


320 SE 9th Street • Fort Lauderdale. FL 33316 I 

954-760-7600 I 
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BACK BUT! • NECK PAIN • HEADACHES 

u AUTO ACCIDENT PAIN!!! 


Dr. Rush Can Help You! 



Dr, Brian C, Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd, * Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

[Located next to Bally Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza.) 

We accept yarn Insurance plan. PPOs P0S, Medtcaie, Auto Insurance also accepted. 



*.'L\ A'.ji.'-'J UBUH Li l, iri!.-b_l i H‘F!Pi" l JLHI hP'MVIl HIILI LH. lUffiij I m LU I, U I U_ I LMJJ ' : £LU I LI I rTjVJlM XI P Cl fSJ I U KU- LMJY U KM, 

i'HTTi=, , nj^frnwF,n=Ff>:™^ ka fkbs i reti r . p? Tftw^amtiTn " f ,'nc ttfj=u=ht fta ti = =-— ■_ r -r_ r i htf"' ft oftFmsrmFF? -jphf -o'jj ram ogtppih - 










The Seminole Tribune 


5 


April 30, 2004 



Adelsa Williams 


Hollywood preschoolers admire bunny rabbit during their visit from the petting zoo, 


Petting Zoo Makes Guest 
Appearance at Hollywood Preschool 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — Some wad- 
dled, some oinked, some grazed, and 
some just wanted to be held. An assort- 
ment of small animals paid a visit to the 
Hollywood Preschool, including goats, 
ducks, rabbits, chickens, and little piglets. 

“Bringing the animals here to the 
Hollywood Reservation is part of having 
the children experience them up close,” 
said Thommy Doud, Disability Services 
Coordinator for the Hollywood Preschool 
Department. 

The young students came out in 
groups, first the two-year-olds and then 
eventually the five-year-olds. Many 
enjoyed carrying around the bunnies and 
piglets, which were wrapped nice and 
snug in small blankets. The baby goats 
preferred standing on chairs, while the 
larger ones nibbled on grass. 

Hollywood Center Manager 
Carol Crenshaw stated that March is ani- 
mal month for the preschoolers. 

“The children get to see, hear, 
and touch the little animals,” said 
Crenshaw. “It’s a lot fun for them.” 

The preschoolers have also expe- 
rienced seeing larger farm animals, and 
even taken trips to the Miami Metrozoo 
and the Miami Seaquarium. 



Adelsa Williams 

Alani Frank meets her new animal friends. 


Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hosts 
Eastem/Woodlands Regional Summit 


By Adelsa Williams 

TAMPA, FL — Catching the 
Dream, “Expanding Options for afford- 
able Housing: Local Issues, Local 
Solutions,” was the theme of the 
Eastem/Woodlands Regional Summit 
that was held at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino in Tampa, Fla 
from April 6-8. 

A number of participants from 
tribes around the nation came out to 
learn through different workshops, how 
to manage certain issues within their 
tribe. 

On the first day of the sum- 
mit, participants attended an opening 
ceremony. Joel Frank Sr., from the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Grants 
Formulations and Inter-Government 
Relations Department, took charge of 
the introductions. 

Tribal citizen, Bobby Henry, 
offered a word of prayer. Greetings by 
Mitchell Cypress, Chairman of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, followed. 

After the chairman’s greeting, 
welcoming remarks followed from 
Rodger Boyd, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD)/ONAP and Kevin Fitzgibbons, HUD Administrator. 

“All this could not happen without you guys, the 
professionals,” said Boyd. 

Workshops were broken down to four categories: 
The Big Picture Strategy, Financing and Funding, Land and 
Property Management, and Legal/Ethical Questions in 
Housing. 

The Big Picture Strategy touched upon the Housing 
role in sustainable communities, economic development, 
education, and acquisition. Financing and funding allows the 
participants to learn more about home ownership, Title VI 
and Section 184 Financing, as well as new approaches in 
leveraging. Land and Property Management bring to light 
the finer aspects of realty, land use conflicts and how to 
apply for permit for sites. The Legal and Ethical Questions 
in Housing allows the participant to stay in compliance with 
regulatory structures, tenant relationships, and the criminal 
justice system. 

On the last day of the conference was a forum on 
the Section 1 84 Loan Guarantee Program, which is a special 
mortgage loan program for Native Americans. The Featured 
speaker was Michael Liu, Assistant Secretary of the Office 
of Public and Indian Housing in the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

Liu emphasized how the Section 1 84 Program 
needs to dramatically increase the volume of loans to head 
off potential cuts in the budget for the Program. Other 
speakers discussed making the Section 1 84 Program work 
effectively from the viewpoint of tribes, lenders, and banks. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida was approved for 
the Section 1 84 Program more than five years ago, but has 
been unable to utilize it because the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) has failed to provide realty services for leases 
on tribal land. However, Ken Goosens of the Seminole Loan 
Department announced at the conference a new break- 
through pilot program worked out by the Seminole Tribe. 

The BIA has agreed to record home site leases 
recorded and produce certified title status reports on an 
expedited basis for mortgage loans. 



Adelsa Williams 

(L-R) Joel Frank Sr., Kevin Fitzgibbons, Michelle Thomas, Mitchell Cypress, 
and Rodger Boyd at the Eastern/Woodlands Regional Summit. 


“We successfully recorded the first three home site 
leases for the Seminole Tribe and according to BIA,” said 
Goosens. “We should have certified title reports by the end 
of April.” 

Goosens also provided details on how other Eastern 
Woodland tribes may work with the BIA to set up similar 
service so they can finally utilize mortgage programs on 
trust land. 


ONAP Regional Summit 

Catching the Dream 

•Expanding Options for Affordable Housing: 
Local Issues, Local Solutions 

,v, ,* ; 



Adelsa Williams 

Bobby Henry (right) opens the summit with a prayer. 
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By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — Under a chickee, a 
long, thick and lonely cypress log lays cradled 
between two smaller logs. There, among the wood 
chips, a Seminole canoe is awaiting its birth. The 
wait may be long, but eventually it will free itself 
and become a thing of beauty, practicality and a 
symbol of the Seminole Tribe’s ability to survive, 
grow and prosper. 

They called Henry John Billie “the last of 
the canoe makers,” and he himself shared his sad- 
ness and frustration at not being able to pass his 
craft on to a younger person. He may have been the 
last of his generation to build these beautiful 
canoes. The history of the Seminole people is tied 
to the land of the Everglades, and it was canoes 
which made it possible to travel, trade and survive 
in this river of grass. 

Henry John Billie was bom October 13, 
1925 in the Cape Sable region of the Florida 
Everglades. He was the son of Johnny and Margaret 
Billie and grew up with his siblings, Alice, Watts, 
Frank, Nigel, Johnson and Elizabeth. In addition, 
there were half- siblings, Ali and Richard Tiger, 
making up this large family in their camp in 
Southwestern Florida. 

His father and grandfather, like Henry 
John, were considered master canoe makers, and 
ever since he could remember, he watched his 
father carve the long cypress logs by hand, chip by 
chip and with the sweat of his brow, slowly freeing 
a canoe from its wooden cypress womb. Henry 
John’s eyes would sparkle with pride at describing 
the process of creating a traditional Seminole canoe 
out of a long cypress log. 

As a child, he 

would accompany his * , 

father and uncles on the : ' ^ ry, 

day-long canoe trips to 
Chokoloskee. The trip 

through the sawgrass, j|- flU 

reeds and big cypress ! r| 

swamps was witnessed 
by bright eyed egrets and 
alligators lazily sunning 

on the wake of this sleek j 

and quite craft being g jr j* 

pushed from the stem by 
a long pole. This process, 
known as poling, pro- 
pelled the canoe forward v 

with its load of alligator, . 'mat 

otter, deer and bear hides ) IjBB a, 

which they traded for too 

canned food, ammunition 
and other items not oth- 
erwise available in the 
camp. After his father 
died in about 1940, y^^B 

Henry John would pole 
his canoe to make the 
same long trip to trade at -f ^Hr | 
the Smallwood Store in _ . 

Chokoloskee. cT 

It was not too 

long that the first roads _ . » * 

began to crush the saw- 

grass and large and noisy equipment began to make 
muddy roads and dry the land to feed the hunger for 
land of a fast growing non-Indian population in 


South Florida. It was about this time that Henry John 
believing that travel by canoe would become a thing 

of the past, decided to 
move close to the old 
P v Dania Reservation, now 

. the Hollywood 

i Reservation, where he 

B" " j* traded his traditional 

* + 1 Seminole lifestyle for a 

series of jobs in a fast 
| and expanding South 

/B| Florida economy. John 

r jjV Henry worked at many 

jobs. He drove a front 
end loader for Port 

• Everglades, worked for 

U^Z|B BIA building Snake 

Road and at a concrete 
company. For several 
years, Henry John was 
responsible for laying to 
? rest Seminoles at the old 

) Seminole Indian 

B ’ Reservation cemetery in 

-“rj; = ' Hollywood. 

When Henry 

'' John retired, he moved 

I to the Big Cypress reser- 

I ! vation, where he started 

\ carving small canoe 

,! replicas to sell at arts 

- and craft shows. After a 

few years, he was 
approached by the then- 
chairman, James Billie, 

who asked Henry John if he could make a real canoe. 
Henry John agreed and remembering the old days, 
began carving canoes that would bring between 
$5,000 and $8,000 dollars. He was determined to 
carve them the traditional way, and stayed away 
from the use of modem tools. It took between five 
and six months to finish a canoe, and soon after 
completion, he began to carve another one. 

We can admire the fruit of his labors at 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki museum in Big Cypress. All 
who admire his canoes stand in awe at the size, 
practicality and smooth lines of these beautiful 
water craft. For generations, canoes have been 
used by Florida Indians. Examples of canoes dat- 
ing back 2,500 to 5,000 years have been found at 
Newman’s Lake, eight miles east of Gainesville, 
Fla. 

Henry John continued his craft through 
the first years of the 21st century, and only a stroke 
he suffered in 2000 prevented him from continuing 
to create his canoes, but did not disable his gentle 
nature, his intellect, his wonderful sense of humor 
and his ability to share his wisdom with others. Up 
until his death, Henry John would make his daily 
trip to the Swamp Water Cafe in Big Cypress, 
where he was known by most regular customers 
and employees, and would sit and speak to whoev- 


er was willing to listen to his stories and his wisdom. 

I had the honor and privilege of spending 
some time with him. On a trip to Tampa, he 
described in detail and with excitement, the adven- 
tures of poling a canoe to Chokoloskee and invited 
me to share a trip with him. There is really no ques- 
tion in my mind that in spite of his age, Henry John 
would have completed this trip, but it was not to be 
since his health deteriorated soon after that. 

Henry John was recognized and honored in 
1998 when he received the Florida Heritage Award 
from Florida Secretary of State, Sandra B. Mortham, 
who praised Henry John Henry as “an artist who 
works to preserve the heritage of the Seminole 
Tribe.” 

For many years, Henry John lived with his 
beloved companion Juanita Fewell, who passed away 
in 2002. Together they had six children, Rubin, 
Wayne, Marlon, Edmund, Scott and Evelyn. 

The Seminole Tribe, and indeed the world, 
has lost a great artistic and compassionate human 
being, who always will be an inspiration to others 
who follow the path of maintaining the traditions of 
the Seminole people. I believe the greatest tribute to 
Henry John Billie will be for another Seminole to 
complete the work that he started, and finish his last 
canoe, which patiently waits in the shadow of a chic- 
kee, and under the watchful and protective eyes of 
the Big Cypress swamp. 
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National Women’s Health Week 


By Shannon McKeown 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hollywood 
Seminole Health Department will celebrate National 
Women’s Health Week, May 10-15, by raising the 
awareness of women’s health issues and preventative 
healthcare. 

A representative from the Memorial 
Healthcare Systems Esther Grossman Center will be 
on the Hollywood reservation to provide bone screen- 
ing tests along with promotional and educational 
materials on women’s health issues. 

Shannon McKeown, Hollywood Health 
Educator, will be supporting the bone screening with 
educational materials and samples focusing on 
Osteoporosis and how exercise can be the single most 
significant lifestyle habit to make in order to avoid 
bone loss. 


When: Monday May 10 

Where: Hollywood Tribal Office (Front 

Lobby) 

Time: 9 a.m.-l p.m. 

Note: On Friday May 14, these services will 
be available at the Hollywood Medical Center lobby 
area from 8:30 a.m.-l 1:30 a.m. 

The Medical Center at the Seminole Health 
Department will provide breast education to all 
women who visit the clinic from May 10-14. The 
mobile “mammo van” will be onsite in Hollywood 
Thursday, May 27 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. In order to 
have your mammograms done, all women must pre- 
register no later than May 20, by 5 p.m. 

You may contact Shannon McKeown at the 
clinic at (954) 962-2009, Ext. 113. 


Gaming Administration HR 
Department Welcomes New Employee 


Submitted by Jeanne Faccadio, Senior VP, Human 
Resources, Gaming Administration 

HOLLYWOOD — Please join me in wel- 
coming Betty Jones Goosens to the Gaming 
Administration’s Human Resources Team. Goosens is 
the Director, Tribal Development Program. 

This program has been implemented to assist 
Seminole tribal citizens and their descendants to par- 
ticipate in on-the-job and classroom training so that 
they acquire an in-depth knowledge about the gaming 
industry. The program’s main goal is to prepare the 
participants for future leadership roles in the most 


lucrative of its business holdings-gaming. 

Goosens comes to us from the Seminole 
Department of Education where she was a key staff 
member as the Director, Employment and Training 
Program. She has 15 -plus years working with the 
Seminole Government in varied positions, but all of 
her roles have demonstrated a commitment to the bet- 
terment of her tribe. We know that her skills will con- 
tribute to the future success of the tribal program. 

We look forward to working with Goosens, 
and developing a cultural as well as a professional 
partnership. 


Health Department Welcomes New Employee 

By Patrick Peck 

HOLLYWOOD 

New employee Trisha “Trish” 

Ready has joined the 
Environmental Health 
Department, working with 
Patrick Peck, Environmental 
Health Manager. She received 
her education at Florida 
International University and 
attained her master’s degree in 
public health, with a concentra- 
tion on environmental health. 

Ready began working 
with the Seminole Tribe in 
February 2004, and is based out 
of the Environmental Health 
Program with the Hollywood 



Health Department. Her primary responsibilities 


Michael Kelly 

Trisha “Trish” Ready 


include: infection control, conduct- 
ing health and safety inspections for 
all facilities on the Seminole reser- 
vations, and the implementation of 
safety policies and procedures. 

Ready hopes to work 
effectively with all Seminole Health 
Centers and establish good inter- 
departmental relations with the 
Seminole Police Department, 
Utilities Department, Housing 
Department and Family Services 
Department, which she views as 
essential for protecting the safety 
and health of the community. In the 
near future, she looks forward to 
becoming a registered sanitarian. 


Pull-Out Program Celebration to be Held 


BRIGHTON — The Pull-Out Program is 
having an “End of the Year” celebration on May 2 1 at 
the Brighton Education Building from 12 p.m. - 2:30 
p.m. A tasty lunch will be served. 

Our students will provide a presentation of 
some of the things that they have learned this year. 


We will also be having a graduation ceremony for the 
fifth grade students who will graduate out of our pro- 
gram at the end of this academic year. 

Thank you for supporting our program, and 
we look forward to celebrating this event with the 
Brighton community. 


Small Business Administrative 
Workshop Held in Hollywood 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On March 25, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Water Resource 
Management Department held a Small Business 
Workshop, intended for tribal businesses to become 
certified. Improving water quality, water management, 
flood protection, and wetland restoration are just a 
few of the high-priority projects available in the Big 
Cypress area. 

Craig D. Tepper, Director of Water Resource 
Management for the Seminole Tribe, explained that 
these projects will be a joint effort with the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers®. Both have worked on 
projects before, such as the reservoir and pump sta- 
tion in Big Cypress. 

Most of the people attending the workshop 
were in the construction business, with one in land- 
scaping. Anthony Maus, who is Seminole, and his 
business partner James Johnson, Jr., own Panther 
Enterprises, Inc. Although they are certified, they are 
greatly interested in bidding on many of the govern- 
ment projects available. They are currently working 
on the Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. 

Cherise Maples, Grant/Contract Specialist 
with the Seminole Tribe, organized the workshop. 

“The purpose of the workshop is to get 
Seminole businesses certified so they can work on the 
many projects available out in Big Cypress,” said 


Maples. 

The main certification is the 8(A) or 
HubZone certification. Once you have this, you can 
bid on the many government projects that are avail- 
able. 

You do not necessarily need to be certified to 
work for the federal government, but you must regis- 
ter with the Central Contractor Registration (CCR). 
This meeting was strictly federal. 

For a business to apply, you only need to 
have one or two employees, or you can have dozens. 
Also, if your business is seeking to bid on govern- 
ment contracts, there are literally hundreds of helpful 
government websites to choose from, including 
www.sba.gov and www.evergladesplan.org. 

At the end of each month, general project 
information is available for companies to view. The 
bidding process comes later. For any government 
project, a business must meet many specifications, 
which is why registering with the CCR is a must. 

There are many tribal businesses right here 
in South Florida that provides vital services to the 
Seminole Tribe, but the main goal is to compete in 
government contracts outside of the tribe. 

To register for CCR, visit their website at 
www.ccr.gov. 


The Seminole Allied Health Department Presents: 

The First Annual Employee Health Fair 
for National Employee Health/Fitness Week 

When: Wednesday May 18 
Where: Tribal Office Auditorium lobby 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Lunch provided 
For more information, call Jennifer Keefe (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1139 
or Shannon McKeown (954) 962-2009, Ext. 113. 

Screenings: Blood sugars, blood pressure, body fat percentage, 
body mass index, cholesterol, hematocrit, lung capacity, resting pulse, 
target heart rate zone, waist to hip ratio, and dental health check. 

Massage therapists and mobile blood van 
Health Information provided by: Memorial Hospital, Seminole Medical Clinic, 
Health Education, Nutrition, Dental, and Environmental Services. 

Raffle: Gift basket and heart rate monitor 
Special Guest: Chef Jimbo Osceola and 
National Institute of Health (NIH) Diabetes Study 
Vegan Food Exhibit 

_ 



GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU r JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 
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60 WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR III 





TOOL BOXES 


CUSTOM BILLET GRILLES 
FOR ALL 
CARS El TRUCKS 


BILLET GRILLES 


ALL TIRES 13"- 44" 



AIR INTAKES 


LIFT KITSjLOWERINO KITS 


13" - ZB™ CUSTOM WHEELS 
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M-F Bam - 6pm l WWWlCALCUSTOMS.COM l SAT 9am - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD f FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981-7223 / FAX: (954) 981-3401 


Jobs Starting Out at $55/hr for Regular Limos 
and $85/hr for SUV Limos 



MILLENIUM LIMOj INC. 

www, mill I. -mil h iln no . com 

Ottering the largest SIJV Fleet in South Florida and the lowest prices. 

Fleet: F350 18 Passenger, Excursions from 18/22/26 passengers, 
Hummer H2, Cadillac Escalade 2004, 10 Passenger Lincoln Ttiwncar. 



We otter Fverything from Wedding, Night Chits, 
Airport and Port Transfers* Excursions and much more 


Toll-five Number 800 - 808 - 2062 , Fax 954 - 704-0106 
Email Address: mi lleniumlimost^ aol.com 


We cover the following counties: 

Lee, Collier, Dade. Broward, Palm Beach 
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Attention Students: College Horizons 
2004 Application Instructions 


Submitted by Dora Bell, Higher Education 
Advisor 

College Horizons 2004 is a pre-college 
workshop for Native American Students. Dates are 
June 12-16 at St. John’s College in Santa Fe, NM; 
June 19-23 at Whitman 
College in Walla Walla, WA; 
and June 26-30 at Carleton 
College in Northfield, MN. 

The workshops are sponsored 
by the American Indian 
Graduate Center (AIGC), 

Winds of Change Magazine, 

St. John’s College/Daniels 
Fund, Whitman College, 

Carleton College and 34 of the 
nation’s finest colleges. 

To be considered, 
students must be an enrolled Native American, 
Hawaiian or Alaskan, sophomore or junior, with a 
minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 in col- 
lege prep/academic courses. 

To pick up an application, please contact 
Dora Bell, Higher Education Advisor, at (954) 233- 


9541, or visit the website at 
www.whitneylaughlin.com and click on “College 
Horizons.” Enrollment is going fast, so please sign 
up as soon as possible. 

The recepit deadline for first priority round 
is February 13, notification 
will be mailed February 20; 
Second round deadline is 
March 1 , notification will be 
mailed March 7 (applications 
received after March 1 will be 
accepted on a space available 
basis until June 1). No faxes 
are accepted. 

A full program sched- 
ule will be sent if you are 
accepted (also see webstie for 
schedule). All air travel is to be 
arranged through the program’s travel agent because 
she will have the cheapest fares. Travel information 
will be sent with acceptance packets. All students 
flying will be provided transportation from and to 
the Albuquerque, MN, Pasco or Walla Walla, WA 
and Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN airports. 






AMERICAN INDIAN 
GRADUATE CENTER 


INSURANCE Is Our Business! 



LORIDA AUTO 


INSURANCE INC 


Serving South Florida for 32 Years 
Long Term Care 


Auto 


* High Risk 

* Mitii m nm Duwil Favuicni. 

* All Drivers 

* All Ages 

* Financing Available 

* Motorcycles 

* Trucks 

* Bdll KH 

*Je£ SkiB 


Over 40 
Companies 
10 Serve You 


All Drivers 
Welcome 
From Perfeci 
tu Imperfect 


We Insure All! 


VISA 


Mon.-Fti. 9sui!-6fnn * Sat. by Appt 
Call l ; 0r Free O'-ioTc.-s 


(954) 963-7333 


6740 Tafi Sljtcci. ■ ActdAA From Winn Dixk 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 

An rh onv "Tony" Sealcsc 

Criminal Infractions Tribal Member rueblnoflsMa 


As a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless monev 

w 

recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring of n lawyer is an import mil decision that should nol he 
bused solely upon advertise menU, Before you decide, msk us lo send 
yon free written in forma lion about our qualifications and experience. 




Iretta Tiger 


Recruiters speaks to Seminole students in the bleachers at the University of Florida. 


Seminole Students Tour UF and FSU 


By Iretta Tiger 

BRIGHTON — On March 23, Seminole 
students gathered at the Brighton library, on their 
way to visit the University of Florida and Florida 
State University. The trip is organized every year by 
Louise Gopher, Director of Education, and Dora Bell, 
Higher Education Advisor. 

The first stop was the University of Florida 
(UF) in Gainesville. The students were greeted by Dr. 
Sheila Dickison, Associate Provost, and Eugene 
Zdziarski, Dean of Students. 

“We want to be a high quality institution. 

We believe in a diverse student body and faculty,” 
explained Dr. Dickison. “At UF, we celebrate diversi- 
ty and encourage it. UF is truly a place of wonderful 
opportunities.” 

After the orientation, the students were 
given a VIP tour of the campus. Our cicerones, or 
tour guides were Vanessa Reis, Stacey Colon and 
Melissa Jaber, two UF students. 

The University of Florida is a huge campus, 


yet the feeling of it is inviting. It felt as if everywhere 
you went you were welcome to sit and relax, or 
study. The emphasis is on quality education and all 
areas of academic are given equal attention. 

One of the highlights of the tour included a 
friendship circle where space can be purchased to 
leave a message in stone. One stone was bought by a 
boyfriend to propose in Latin to his girlfriend. Also, 
UF libraries have the largest informational resources 
in Florida. It is accessible on-line and students can 
talk to a librarian on-line. 

The cicerones proudly informed us that 
when Bobby Bowden, FSU’s head football coach, 
needed back surgery, he came to the UF Student 
Health Care Center. 

At lunch, UF stu- 
dents joined the Seminole 
students to talk about the 
university and to ask them 
about Seminole culture. 

Next was a VIP 
tour of The Florida 
Museum of Natural 
History, guided by Darcie 
MacMahon, Coordinator 
of Museum Operations. 

The museum is the largest 
in the southeast and one of 
the top ten in the nation. 

The highlight of 
the tour seemed to be the 
“South Florida: People and 
Environments” exhibit. 

This tells about the history 
of the natives of Florida, 
from the Callusa to the 
present day Seminole 
tribe. In the exhibit, the 
students saw aunts, uncles 
and grandparents. Exhibit 
mannequins were modeled 
after real tribal citizens 
and current photos were 


also used. 

The UF visit ended with a tour of the south- 
west recreation center, which had very nice workout 
facilities that are open to all students. 

The next day it was a visit to the Florida 
State University in Tallahassee. Our guide, FSU stu- 
dent Nick, conducted the tour from our bus. Nick 
informed us of the history of FSU and pointed out 
each area for the different majors. The most recent 
addition to the campus is the FSU Medical Center 
which will be completed in the fall of 2005. 

After the tour, the students posed for pic- 
tures in front of the Unconquered Statue and then 
went on a shopping spree in the FSU Sports Shop. 
The shop is a must for any FSU fan; they had so 
many items to choose from including items for the 
family pet. Students stocked up on items for the next 
part of the tour, but we would have to wait. 

While we waited Tom Block, 
anchor/reporter, for FSU-FM interviewed Tasha 
Osceola and Louise Gopher. 

“He asked if I would con- 
sider going here [FSU],” said 
Osceola “And what are my expecta- 
tions about the school.” 

Next on the agenda was to 
be the highlight of the day, meeting 
with FSU coach Bobby Bowden. 
Bowden posed for pictures with the 
students and took time autograph 
items purchased at the sports shop. 
Jackie Osceola presented Bowden 
with a Seminole man doll. Bowden 
was truly appreciative and amiable. 

“We try to uphold the name 
of Seminoles. We’re proud of the 
name.” expressed Bowden, “You’ve 
got pride and heritage. Don’t let 
anyone take that from you.” 

After meeting with 
Bowden, the students then toured 
the team’s lounge and locker room. 
The students were permitted to walk 
around and look at the player’s lock- 
ers. In the center of the locker room 
was the Seminole logo which every- 
one, including the players, at FSU, 
refuse to walk on out of respect. 

We also toured the newly 
remodeled recreation facilities, 
which is open to student athletes. 
The facilities include hydrotherapy, 
even an underwater treadmill, a hot 
and cold spa and an area for taping- 
up. The staff stressed the importance 
of preparation for sports for injury 
prevention. 

Several administrators 
joined the students for lunch. 
Afterwards, they spoke with the stu- 
dents at Club Downunder, an on- 
campus nightclub. Club Downunder 
has had a few well-known bands play there. 

After the meeting, FSU’s President T.K. 
Wetherell posed for pictures with the students at the 
university entrance. 

The final event of the trip was the FSU 
Flying Circus. The circus consists of FSU students, 
who gave our students an impromptu mini show. 

Both universities gave our students excellent 
insight to the schools; thank you to everyone. Louise 
Gopher and Dora Bell, you did an exceptional job in 
organizing the tours. Hopefully the students will real- 
ize what amazing opportunities are out there. 

To check out the universities go to 
www.ufl.edu, for The University of Florida, and 
www.flu.edu, for Florida State University. 



tx » 



Iretta Tiger 

FSU President T.K. Wetherell (back row, left) poses with Seminole 
students. 
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Family Services: Cherish the Child-Child Abuse Awareness 


By Tina Mennella 

“If it weren ’t for kids have you ever thought there 
wouldn \ t be no Santa Claus or look what the stork just 
brought, Thank God for kids... and we’d all live in a quiet 
house without Big Bird or a Mickey Mouse, and Kool Aid 
on the couch, Thank God for kids... ” 

So go the words to the Oak Ridge Boys song 
titled “Thank God For Kids.” These may seem like silly 
lyrics, but if we stop to think about it-amid all of the diffi- 
culty and hard work that it takes to raise children, we need 
to stop and think of the wonder and joy that it also brings. 
Children are only children for a short time. 

It is very easy to get caught up in the daily rou- 
tine of childcare-getting them to school, homework, 
chores, discipline, sibling rivalry, talking back, etc. It is 
easy to say how many things our children do that get us 
upset or aggravated, but for each thing that may upset us, 
it can be good to take a few moments to stop and think of 
the positive things that we see in our children. 

The most valuable thing we can instill in our 
children is the fact that they are loved and valued as peo- 
ple-they deserve our love as well as our direction and 
guidance. Children are very perceptive and can sense 
many things that we may have become numb to. It is 
important to be aware of how our words can impact 


them-things such as criticism, even when it might not 
seem like a big deal, such as saying “let me do that, you 
don’t know how” or “see, I told you that would happen,” 
these are ways that children can feel invalidated. They 
need to be supported to try things for themselves, and to 
know that if they don’t succeed all of the time, it is OK 
They also need to know that they are loved-even if it may 
be hard for us to say these words-children do need to hear 
that they are loved and safe. 

No parent is perfect, and as adults we all have 
our own experiences having been raised by our own par- 
ents/guardians. It is important to recognize when our own 
memories and experiences from childhood affect our cur- 
rent ability to parent. This is something that happens a 
lot-and it’s not a bad thing; but, sometimes it’s good to 
talk to someone else if we feel that our own issues or 
emotions are interfering with our ability to parent. This 
can be a trusted friend, a close family member, or a coun- 
selor. 

Family Services has counselors on all reserva- 
tions that are available if you just want to talk and have 
someone listen to and share in your experiences. 

“When you look down in those trusting eyes, that 
look to you, you realize, there’s love that you can ’t buy, 
Thank God for Kids. ” 


Cherishing My Child 


By Eric Bricker 

I remember the day that little 
Sammy was born; February 16, 2002. 
I was alone for the first time that day, 
standing outside the nursery, looking 
at my boy through the glass partition. 

A lot of things run through 
the minds of new parents. 

I was wondering “Am I real- 
ly ready to be a parent? And if so, 
was I capable of being a good par- 
ent?” 

More than anything, I was 
scared but really proud at the same 
time. So while I’m standing there, an 
old man steps up beside me. He was 


so quiet that I didn't even notice him 
there until he finally spoke. “That 
one’s yours?” he asks. I told him yes. 

“He looks like a good one” 
the old man told me. 

“Thank you” I said. 

He was there for the birth of 
a grandchild, his sixth, and the old 
man spoke with the confidence of 
someone who had seen his share of 
births, and raised his share of children 

He smiled at me and he said 
very simply, “You be nice to him, and 
he’ll be nice to you.” 

Some people have a way of 
making complicated things seem very 


simple. Perhaps that just comes with 
experience. I’ve been told along the 
way that children are our gift from 
God, and I believe this. As I make my 
way in the world, at times, I imagine 
what it would be like to have to 
explain my actions to my two year 
old son. 

That thought makes me want 
to do what is right. And so it occurred 
to me that perhaps this is how God 
teaches us right from wrong, He 
watches us through the eyes of our 
children. 


Family Services Counselor participates 
with Recreation Department Activities 


By Tony Roberts 

During the week of Spring Break, I had the 
opportunity to participate in many activities that were 
sponsored by the Recreation Department for the youth on 
the reservation. There were various activities scheduled 
throughout the week. These activities included, skating, 
laser tag, ATV riding, Boomers Arcade, and the movies. 

One day, we took a small group of youth to the 
Galaxy Skating Rink in Davie. We brought a small group 
to the rink, which was very crowded with other children 
from various youth centers in the area. A few of our youth 
participated in skating, and the remaining ones really 
enjoyed listening to the music and interacting with other 
youth. 

On the following day, our youth group was a bit 
larger. I would attribute this to the activity that was sched- 


uled for the day . . . Boomers Arcade! This has become 
one of the more popular activities for the youth on the 
reservation. 

On this day, the youth enjoyed playing video 
games, miniature golf, the roller coaster, and of course, 
riding the go- carts. Although this was a time for fun and 
games, as a Family Services Counselor, it was an excellent 
opportunity for the both myself and the youth to get to 
know each other better. 

I feel that the more time that I spend with our 
youth in different settings; they will become more com- 
fortable speaking to me about any problems that they may 
be experiencing in their lives. I certainly hope the youth 
enjoyed spending as much time with me, as I did with 
them. 


Tribal Member 
Courtney Doctor 
Completes GED 


By Mary Olitzky 

Congratulations to Courtney 
“Michelle” Doctor from Hollywood who 
recently earned her GED. Michelle cele- 
brated with family and friends at Family 
Services last week at their Easter celebra- 
tion party for the children. 

Michelle studied for more than 
one year to get ready to take the GED test. 
We salute you for your hard work, 
Michelle. You are a great role model to the 
younger children who were here at the 
Easter celebration. 

Michelle says she plans to go to 
college next semester to continue her stud- 
ies. Way to go, Michelle. 




Pregnant and Addicted? 


Please contact 
Fam ily Services ImmedialEJv. 


Thank you] 


J'loir/v-jcod: 
Big Oppress 
UriglTtan: 


863 ^ 902-3206 


Holfywood Booth 



By Tony Roberts 

For the month of 
April, the Family Services 
Department’s booth theme was 
"Cherish the Child" and child 
abuse awareness. The depart- 
ment provided handouts on 
“How to Really Love a Child,” 
as well as “10 Tips on 
Disciplining Your Child with 
Love.” 

There was also other 
information on what child 
abuse is and procedures for 
reporting child abuse and neg- 
lect. 

Family Services 
offered muffins, fruit, and 
drinks to go along with a raf- 
fle. The prize for the raffle was 
a beautiful basket of various 
gifts for children. There were 
also assorted educational books 
for anyone who wanted to take them. 

Twenty tribal citizens participated in 
the raffle and J.D. Bowers won. Family 
Services will have another booth next month. 


Next month’s theme will be titled Foster 
Parent Month. 

Remember, the children of today are 
our future! 


Brighton Booth Combines Cherish 
the Child and NASD Screening 


The Brighton Family Services office 
conducted National Aging Safety Disc 
(NASD) mental health screening on April 8. 



Joyce Johnson, this month’s winner. 


The theme for this month was Cherish the 
Child, and approximately fifty people visited 


the table with twenty-nine completing screen- 
ings for alcohol and substance abuse. Family 
Services and the Health Clinic combined 
efforts to make the day a success. 

The names of those who completed 
NASD screenings were placed into a drawing 
for a gift certificate to Lightsey’s Restaurant 
in Okeechobee, Fla. The winner this month 
was Joyce Johnson of the Brighton Health 
Clinic. She had served on the team providing 
blood pressure and blood sugar checks for 
residents. 

The table was filled with hand outs 
and the usual array of health snacks, fruit 
juices, cold drinks and water. During the 
lunch hour, the staff served up free hot dogs 
to residents and employees from other offices. 
Approximately one hundred hot dogs provid- 
ed lunch on the go for those who visited the 
table. 

One of the highlights of the day 
came when Howard Micco rode up on his 
motorcycle. The seventy-year-old Micco 
brought joy with his ever-present smile and 
laughter from one of his many jokes. He left 
saying that he had to get on one of his tractors 
and get some work before dark. 

The day was busy, but successful 
with many people being screened for health 
and life controlling problems. Truly a good 
time was had by all. 


Immokalee Booth 


By Billie S. Napper 

The Immokalee Family Services 
staff prepared a booth for March with the 
theme, "The Month of the Child." 

We were set up directly outside the 
field office and had flyers on parenting, dis- 
cipline, and dealing effectively with children. 

Laura Heritier had made a large collage with 
pictures of the children from this reservation. 

Several people stopped to look at the col- 
lage. It was fun to see how the children have 
grown and to speculate who they favor. 

We also had snacks, which we 
shared with residents who stopped by and 
chatted with us. The gift basket for the day 
included a DVD of Disney’s "Brother Bear," 
popcorn and TV trays to complete a fun 
evening of watching television with family 
and friends. The basket was won by Nellie 
Bain, who was looking forward to watching 
Brother Bear since she had seen the ads on 
TV. 

Nellie Bain, gift basket winner. 



Big Cypress Booth 


By Tina Mennella 

April is a month full of spring flow- 
ers and Easter celebrations. It is also Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, which focuses on 
the theme of “Cherish the Child.” 

On April 1, the Big Cypress 
Family Services Department hosted 
a colorful booth with a fun contest. 

In a new twist on the monthly raffle, 
there was a "guess how many jelly 
beans are in the jar" contest, in 
which 36 people tried to guess in 
order to win two Easter baskets, one 
for an adult and one for a child. The 
magic number was 235 and the 
lucky winner was Jeannette Cypress, 
who guessed 228. Thanks to all who 
took a chance; it was fun watching 
everyone try to estimate just how 
many jelly beans fit in that little jar. 

There were also fun activity 
books for children of various ages, 

Easter pencils, little Frisbee™, mag- 
nets on ways to praise children, pins, 
blue ribbons, and a healthy snack of 
Kellogg’s Nutrigrain bars. Family 
Services also had a flyer detailing the 
various programs and services that 
we offer, such as parenting classes 
on Wednesday's at 1 p.m. There were 
little books called “Respecting our Children” 
and “Emotional Abuse: Words Can Hurt,” and 
cards about disciplining your child with love. 
These various handouts are all still available 
in the Family Services office. 

Another important handout con- 
cerned safety tips for children. This sparked 
some conversations from parents who agree 


that you can never tell your children enough 
about protecting themselves. Some of the tips 
included: not going with a stranger, having a 
code word, not giving directions to strangers, 
knowing how to dial 911, yelling help or fire 


instead of just screaming if they are in danger, 
the right to say no to an inappropriate touch, 
and internet safety, such as not giving your 
name or address to anyone online. 

Thank you to all who stopped by the 
table and we hope to see you all next month, 
if not sooner. Have a Happy Easter! 



Students collecting useful handouts. 
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Introducing the Tribal Medical Social Workers 





What is medical social work and what are 
medical social workers? 

Medical social workers have 
often been asked this ques- 
tion, even by others within 
the social work profession. 

Simply put, it is a service 
provided to clients or patients 
and their families who are 
facing medically complicated 
situations and who are in 
need of referrals, assistance, 
or counseling. 

Medical social work- 
ers can be found in hospitals, 
cancer treatment centers, dial- 
ysis clinics, rehabilitation 
programs, nursing homes, 
children's clinics or any 
organization that specializes 
in health care services. The 
Seminole Health Department, 
under the direction of Connie 
Whidden, currently employs 
three medical social workers. 

Located in the Hollywood Seminole Health 


(L-R) Jeanne Hatfield, Yvette Juniper, 
Jaime Schevis. 


(L-R) Helene Buster, Debbie Hamilton, Cindy 
Ledbetter. 


Clinic and providing services on the Hollywood 
Reservation is Jamie Schevis. Schevis was bom and 
raised in Broward County and received her bache- 
lor’s degree from the University of South Florida. 
She has been employed by the Seminole Tribe for 
two years, and loves the specialty of medical social 
work. In addition to work, Schevis enjoys movies, 
pets, and is currently looking forward to the home- 
coming celebration of her brothers safe return from 
military duty in Iraq. 

For two years, Big Cypress has been getting 
to know medical social worker, Chris Scanlon. 
Scanlon received his bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Detroit and his master’s degree in 
social work the University of Michigan. Following 
graduation, Scanlon was employed by the Karmanos 
Cancer Institute and after several years in Michigan, 
decided to relocate and move to Florida. Scanlon 


feels very fortunate to have secured employment 
with the Seminole Tribe, 
where he continues to work 
in his chosen field of med- 
ical social work. He is an 
avid reader, enjoys golf and 
walking, and learning more 
about the Florida life style. 

Brighton’s medical 
social worker is Holly 
Billie. Billie received her 
bachelor’s degree in psy- 
chology and sociology from 
Houghton College in 
upstate New York. For sev- 
eral years she worked with 
abused and neglected chil- 
dren for the state of New 
York. Billie started working 
on her master’s degree at 
the University of Hawaii 
and completed the master’s 
of social work program, 
graduating from Barry 

University in Miami Shores, Fla. She remained in 
South Florida working as a medical social worker at 
Memorial Hospital and the South Broward 
Artificial Kidney Center, both located in 
Hollywood, Fla. 

Prior to working as a medical social 
worker for the Seminole Tribe, Billie was 
employed at Ahfachkee School on the Big 
Cypress Reservation. Billie is a Licensed Clinic 
Social Worker and a member of the Academy of 
Certified Social Workers. In addition to school- 
ing and working, she has raised four children, 
enjoys reading, photography, sports and plays the 
piano. 

Medical social work services are also 
available through the Family Services Program 
on the Tampa, Ft. Pierce and Immokalee 
Reservation. For more information regarding 
medical social work services and activities you 
can contact the following individuals: 

Hollywood: Jamie Schevis (954) 962-2009; Big 
Cypress: Chris Scanlon (863) 983-5798; 

Brighton: Holly Billie (863) 763-0271; 
Immokalee: Billie Napper (239) 657-6567; 
Tampa: Tom Ryan (813) 246-3100; Ft. Pierce: 
Jacqueline Isles (772) 466-2454. 


(L-R) Holly Billie and Bertha Balentine. 


Alcohol and Oral Health 


By Kerri Cook 

April was Alcohol Awareness Month. But 
what does alcohol have to do with oral health? More 
than one may guess. Alcohol abuse may often be 
related to poor oral hygiene, which is one of the main 
causes of gum infection. 

Many people drink alcohol with ‘mixers.’ 
These are usually sugar-filled liquids, such as soda or 
juice. This frequent consumption of sweet drinks 
leads to dental cavities. Alcohol dehydrates, or dries 
out, the tissues in the mouth. This constant drying of 


the tissues may lead to oral cancer. 

Oral cancer, if detected in its early stages, is 
almost completely curable. But many people that 
abuse alcohol do not seek routine dental care, and 
therefore, most oral cancers are in their late stages 
before they are detected. 

If you, or someone you know has a problem 
with alcohol abuse, get help. Please contact the near- 
est Health Clinic or Family Services Department to 
meet with a medical provider or counselor to provide 
assistance. 


Education Part of Screening Day 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — For most adults, one 
drink per day for women or an elderly person or 
two drinks per day for men causes few prob- 
lems. But, if you have a family history of alco- 
hol abuse, are pregnant, or taking medications, 
then any alcohol use can lead to health prob- 
lems. 

To get that message across and answer 
questions anyone might have about their health, 
or the health of a loved one, a National Alcohol 
Screening Day on April 8 was presented as a 
free education program for Brighton residents 
for the first time. 

Staffs from the Brighton Community 
Medical Center and Family Services were on 


standby all day to give free blood sugar checks 
and to test blood pressure to anyone stopping by 
their booth. 

Participants were also asked to take a 
written self-assessment-an anonymous 
survey-that will help determine patterns of alco- 
hol use or help guide those individuals who need 
and ask to talk to a health professional. 

Free hot dogs, soda and chips were also 
offered to individuals who were willing to par- 
ticipate in the program. Harold Baxley was 
available for personal counseling if anyone 
wanted to talk to him. 

Brenda Walker had helped organize the 
day, especially the food for the event. 



Gourmet Gift Rakers 
And Goodies 
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The Health Department enjoys a break during their two-day workshop. 


Michael Kelly 


Health Department Managers 
Retreat in Marco Island 





By Michael Kelly 

MARCO ISLAND, FL — From March 
31-April 2, the Seminole Tribe Health Department 
held a Managers Retreat in Marco Island, titled Going 
for the Gold (Goals!) It’s an Olympic Year. 

The main “goals” were to come away from 
the retreat refreshed and renewed, and to fulfill the 
objectives of the Seminole Health Team. Others 
included working as a team, how to prioritize, and 
how to make improvments, and to have fun. 

A brisk, early morning walk along the pris- 
tine Gulf of Mexico beach got the conference off to a 
healthy start. 

Attending the conference were: Connie 
Whidden, Health Director, Suzanne Davis, Allied 
Health Program Manager, Patrick Peck, 
Environmental Health Manager, Terry Sweat, 
Administrative Services Director, Lisa Allen, 
Supervisor, Director of Nursing-Hollywood Clinic, 
Elbe Zaslow, Administrative Assistant/Office 
Manager, Vicky Aquado, Trainer/Dental Hygienist, 
Cindy Ledbetter, RN, Site Supervisor-Medical 
Claims (Big Cypress), Mike Sofianos, Dentist, 
Program Manager-Dental Clinic, Patty Waldron, Site 
Supervisor, Manager-Medical Records/Clinic 
(Brighton), and Kathy Wilson, Eligibility and 
Utilization Services Program Manager. 

Shay Gomez, Vice President of Instructions 
and Dale Carnegie Workshop Facilitator, presented 
the Health Department managers with an array of 
tasks, many creative and 
thought provoking. One 
idea was the Green Light 
meeting. Here, the idea was 
to write down as many cre- 
ative ideas as possible in a 
short amount of time. In 
Red Light thinking, the 
goal was to get serious and 
whittle those ideas down to 
a select few. Gomez, who 
has more than 1 9 years of 
experience as a corporate 
trainer with Dale Carnegie, 
helps managers sharpen 
their skills and lead their 
teams to higher levels of 
performance. 

In the first task, 
the managers broke into 
three groups: visionaries, 
directors, and workers. 

Visionaries had to commu- 
nicate non- verbally to the 
directors a specific object. 

In turn, the directors would 
tell the workers what object 
to look for and to place it 
under the chair of the direc- 
tor. The only problem was 
that each worker was blind- 
folded and had to crawl on the floor for specific 
items, notably sponges, plastic eggs, plastic hooks, 
and a cat toy ball. 

The first test ran somewhat smoothly, but 
there were communication breakdowns. This was one 
of the issues the Health Department was looking to 
improve on. This task was done two more times, each 
with major improvements in communication and 
game plan. 

In another task, managers were asked to cre- 
ate the ideal corporate culture using a small bag of 
Legos™ Various managers described how 
that building a solid foundation was a key 
ingredient in creating a productive workplace. 

The managers agreed that the mission 
of the department is to provide quality care for 
all tribal citizens and their families, to help 
patients reach their greatest health potential 
(collaborating with them), to educate, show 
compassion, be efficient, and work with the 
community. 

One thing that the managers agreed 
upon is that when employees are happy, 
they’re more productive, empty of stress, and 
in turn, patients feel more positive of their 
experiences with the Health Department. A 
simple thing like saying good morning to co- 
workers and patients creates a healthier work- 
ing environment. 

One issue that was brought up was 
that even when managers encounter difficult 
situations in an office setting, it’s vital to remain 
even-keel, stay positive, and project that image 
to your department. 

In the workplace, stress is as common 
as your desk top computer, but how can 
employees deal with that stress? 

One exercise the managers were asked to do 
was to use metaphors to describe their current work- 
ing situations. One suggested things were like an 
overtime basketball game, going back and forth. 
Another said their office felt like a stormy sea. The 
ocean was a reoccurring theme as another said their 
workplace felt like the changing tides. 

When asked about the ideal working envi- 
ronment, each replied they would liken it to “a mas- 
sage, smooth sailing on calm waters, or as smooth 
and refreshing as ice cream.” 

One way Gomez said you can deal with 
stress is to create our own personal stress reducing 


Michael Kelly 

Participants at the retreat display their 
Lego™-version of the ideal corporate culture. 


Michael Kelly 

Kathy Wilson displays her alpha place poster. 

poster, also known as an alpha place poster. On a 
poster board, managers were asked to create the ideal 
place they would go to relax; to seek a peaceful oasis. 
After browsing through a variety of magazines, each 
was asked to find pictures that would represent that 
place. 

Many clipped out pictures of smiling chil- 
dren, chocolate, gardens, the ocean, and many other 
peaceful images. 

One great learning 
experience of the confer- 
ence was conducting inter- 
views with each other. 

While many of the man- 
agers have interacted with 
each other before, it was 
only here that they really 
got to know each other. The 
idea of this exercise was to 
gain insight into each 
employee, and how to better 
relate to them. As it turned 
out, some were born in the 
same state, had children the 
same age, or enjoyed many 
of the same interests. 

At the closing, 
each manager received a 
thoughtful gift, including a 
shirt and gift certificate. 
Both Connie Whidden and 
Terry Sweat were presented 
with a framed copy of the 
story, Seminoles Welcome 
Deputy Secretary Claude 
Allen, written by Iretta 
Tiger. Also included was a 
photo of both Whidden and 
Sweat with the Deputy 
Secretary. 

Afterwards, Gomez 
received a plaque from Whidden, thanking her for her 
continued service to the Seminole Tribe and the 
Health Department. Gomez was touched by the ges- 
ture and stated how much she appreciates working 
with the Seminole Tribe and with Whidden’s depart- 
ment. 

The managers agreed that the two-day work- 
shop was helpful and looked forward to bringing new 
ideas back to the Health Department. 

“By getting to know each manager on a 
more personal level, we can look forward to remov- 


Michael Kelly 

(L-R) Terry Sweat and Connie Whidden received a plaque 
presented by the Health Department staff. 


ing any barriers that may have existed,” said Patrick 
Peck. “We'll have better communication between us, 
which will benefit the whole department.” 

Terry Sweat added, “We'll reemphasize 
teamwork, providing good health care for all tribal 
citizens, working with our staff, and apply what we 
learned here and let it be a building process.” 

So the next time you're playing with a bunch 
of Legos™, maybe just maybe, you're actually build- 
ing the sturdy foundation of your department, or 
maybe-just a little toy car. 
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NAYO’s Opening Games at 
Hollywood Christian School 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Native American Youth Organization 
(NAYO) kicked off their basketball 
conference with two back-to-back 
games at the 
Hollywood 
Christian School. 

In the first 
game of the tourna- 
ment, the Seminole 
team, N.A.Y.O., 
took on the Blue 
Devils. Near the end 
of the second quar- 
ter, the Blue Devils 
took a 19-7 lead. 

N.A.Y.O. 
made attempts at 
catching up, howev- 
er, the Blue Devils 
refused to let go of 
the lead. Halfway 
through the third 
quarter, the Blue 
Devils’ held a com- 
manding lead, 48-9. 

In the final 
seconds of the third 
quarter, N.A.Y.O. did manage to score 
some points. However, they trailed the 
Blue Devils 56-18, and the referees 
ended the game with the mercy rule. 

This meant that since the Blue 
Devils led by 38-points, the two refer- 
ees made the decision that N.A.Y.O. 
would not be able to catch up, and 
declared the Blue Devils the winners. 
According to the mercy rule, one team 
only has to lead the other by a mini- 
mum of 30-points, for the referees to 
be able to end the game at the end of 
the third quarter. 

In the game that immediately 
followed the N.A.Y.O./Blue Devils 
game, the females from Native Ballerz, 


a mix of Florida and Okalahoma 
Seminoles, and Lady Natives took to 
the court. 

Native Ballerz jumped out to 
10-0 lead about midway through the 


first quarter. They increased their lead 
to 2 1 -7 by the end of the first quarter. 
The Lady Natives were unsuccessful at 
closing the gap, and by the end of the 
second quarter, the Native Ballerz’s 
lead 40-18. 

This game continued the same 
way into the third quarter, as the Lady 
Natives were facing a 34-point deficit 
with four minutes and seven seconds 
left in the third quarter. By the end of 
the quarter, they trailed the Native 
Ballerz by 40-points. 

The referees also employed 
the mercy rule in this game. The final 
score was Native Ballerz, 67, Lady 
Natives, 27. 



Iretta Tiger 


Lady Natives versus Native Ballerz at Hollywood 
Christian School. 



Michael Kelly 

The Brighton girls basketball team plans their strategy while on the bench. 


NAYO Basketball Tournament 
Kicks Off in Hollywood 


Brighton Girl's Team 
Hangs Tough in Loss 

By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Brighton girl’s basketball team opened 
the Native American Youth 
Organization (NAYO) Basketball 
Tournament with a narrow defeat to 
Rez Express, the Choctaw team from 
Mississippi. The game was held at the 
Sheridan Hills Christian School, one of 
three locations hosting the tournament. 

Held from April 9-10, teams 
from various tribes participated. Other 
tournament games were held at the 
Hollywood reservation gym and at the 
Hollywood Christian School. 

An energetic crowd cheered 
on the Brighton girl’s team as they 
jumped out to a 5-0 lead. Rez Express 
rallied to take the lead after one quarter, 
9-7. At the start of the second quarter, 
Rez Express went on a 5-0 run, but 
Brighton fought back, scoring the next 
five points. The teams were tied 17-17 


at the half. 

Coach Tim Thomas encour- 
aged his team to play smart and take 
good shots. But as the third quarter got 
under way, the Rez Express regained 
momentum from the first half and built 
a seven point lead, 24-17. Thomas 
quickly called a time-out, hoping the 
Brighton girls could regroup. 

The time-out worked as spark 
plug player Melanie Jones and Megan 
Jones brought the team back, and after 
three quarters, were only behind, 33-28. 
Melanie displayed her quickness and 
great point guard skills, while Megan 
drained a three pointer and was fouled. 
She converted the four-point play to 
keep the Brighton girls team close. 

The Rez Express capitalized 
on turnovers, converting those points 
down the stretch to win the game, 52- 
41. The highly competitive game was a 
good way to begin the tournament. 
Look for the Brighton girls to keep 
improving. The team has some solid 
players and will no doubt gain experi- 
ence from this popular tournament. 


Lady Seminoles Take Third In 
NAYO Tournament 



By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The win- 
ners for the Native American Youth 
Organization (NAYO) Basketball 


Tournament are as follow: 

Girls 

1 . Rez Raised, Choctaw, 
Mississippi; 2. Stunners, Choctaw, 
Mississippi; 3. 
Lady Seminoles, 
Hollywood. 

Boys 

1 . 

Bearcat, Choctaw, 
Mississippi; 2. 
Lights Out, 
Choctaw, 
Mississippi; 3. 
Dynasty Boyz, 
Choctaw, 
Mississippi 
Sportsmanship 
Awards 

Girls: 

Cherokee Girls, 
Cherokee, North 
Carolina; Boys: 
I.A.C., Iroquois, 
New York. 


Adelsa Williams 

Lady Seminoles placed third at NAYO game in Hollywood 
Gym. 



Adelsa Williams 


Bo Young (right) polishes his skills in a practice round, 


All Indian Tour Championship VI 



By Adelsa Williams 

LAS VEGAS, NV— The First 
Nation’s Golf Association coordinated the 
All Indian Golf Tour Championship from 
April 2-4, which was held at the Paiute 
Golf Resort in Las Vegas, Nev. 

During the first days, devoted 
golfers headed out to the golf course 
despite a steady drizzle, coupled with low, 
60 degree weather. However, on the last 
day of the competition, the weather 
improved. Golfers enjoyed a beautiful 
fun-filled sunny day. 

“We still cruised to it and had a 
good time,” Committee member Jayson 
Ray said. “It usually doesn’t rain in 
Vegas.” 

Ray reported that the tour cham- 
pionship first started with 144 players six 
years ago and throughout the years, the 
number of golfers has increased to 
220-enough players to take over an entire 
golf course. This year, members from 96 
different tribes participated in the compe- 
tition. 

“We had tribes from Canada 
included in the 96, ’’said Ray. 

Ray said that Mitch Osceola was 
one of the top golfers from the Seminole 


Tribe of Florida. 

Max Osceola Jr. 
and Marcellus 
Osceola Jr. also 
showed strong 
efforts in the sec- 
ond flight. 

Overall, 

Jay Julius from 
California captured 
first place, break- 
ing his tie to 
defending champi- 
on, Jeremy 
Harrison, from 
New Mexico. 

The First 
Flight portion of 
play culminated 
with Marcellus 
Osceola Jr., flying 
in first place. In the 
second flight round, 

Elliot Young won second place net, while 
Allen Huff won third place gross and 
Curtis Osceola landed with a third place 
finish, net. The Seminoles were not as for- 
tunate in the senior’s flight with no one 
showing the top three spots, net or gross 


play. 

In the ladies flight, Terry Hahn 
placed third. 

Linda Tommie, Marcellus 
Osceola Jr., and Bo Young put the 
Seminoles on the charts with outstanding 
blind draw ball gross results. 



Adelsa Williams 

Middleweight champion Daniel Santos (center). 


Warrior's Boxing Comes To Tampa 


By Adelsa Williams 

TAMPA — Warrior’s Boxing 
Promotions, Inc., in Association with 
Sound Event and The Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino, presented World 
Championship boxing at the Florida State 
Fairgrounds in Tampa, Fla., on April 17. 

There were six bouts, which 
included four championships and one 
International Boxing Federation title elim- 
inator. 

The main event featured 
Warrior’s newly signed middleweight 
champion Daniel Santos of Bayamon, 
Puerto Rico. Santos (28-2-1, 20 KOs) 
defended his title against Michael Lerma 
(29-9-1, 20 KOs) of Waco, Tex. 

Both fighters had their moments. 
Santos showed much dominance with his 
accurate punches, cutting Lerma over the 
left eye as early as the third round. Lerma 
came back in the middle of the fourth 
round, attacking Santos by punching him 
repeatedly against the ropes. Santos bare- 
ly had a chance to strike back, however, 
during the end of that round, Santos made 
a come back, beating Lerma in that round. 

After a thrilling match, Santos 
beats Lerma by unanimous decision, win- 
ning all twelve rounds. 

In the co-main event of the 
evening, Heavyweight DaVarryl 
Williamson (19-2-0, 17 KOs), from 
Washington, DC beat Miami’s Elieser 
Castillo (26-3-2, 14 KOs) by majority 
decision in a competitive twelve round 
match, snatching the Namibia Amateur 
Boxing Federation crown. 

In the International Boxing Title 
Eliminator bout, IBF #7 Syd Vanderpool 
(34-2-0, 23 KOs) from Canada defeated 
the International Boxing Federation’s 
(IBF) ninth-ranked fighter, Tito “El Misil” 
Mendoza (31-4-0, 24 KOs) from Panama, 
by unanimous decision. 

During the intense fight, 
Mendoza’s performance was a fierce one, 
but not good enough to beat his opponent. 
With the victory, Vanderpool is now 
ranked first by the IBF. 

In other bouts, Light 
Heavyweights Daniel Judah from 
Brooklyn, N.Y. and Julian Letterlough 


from Reading, Penn, battled to a 12- 
round draw. Judah had one point deducted 
for holding in the seventh round. The 
judges scored the fight 113-113 twice and 
114-112 for Letterlough. 

Letterlough seemed upset about 
the tie and commented that he was not 
looking for a rematch. 

“I want to fight right now,” he 

said. 

In the other hand, Judah was 
pleased with the decision, but did admit 
that Letterlough was one of his toughest 
opponents. 

Warrior’s Lance Whitaker (26-3- 
2, 14 KOs) from Van Nyus, Calif, retained 
his North American Boxing Association 
heavyweight belt, defeating Friday 
Ahunanya from Las Vegas, Nev. Whitaker 
whacked Ahunanya in the fifth round, 
forcing the opponent’s corner to call it a 
night, making Whitaker the winner by 
TKO. 


In the opening match, Warrior’s 
boxer Michael “Gold” Rush (25-7-1, 13 
KOs) and local favorite from Tampa, 
defeated Manu Ntoh (15-6-1, 9 KOs) 
from Cameroon, by unanimous decision 
in a light heavyweight six-round bout. 

According to Peter Kahn, 
Director of Marketing and Public 
Relations for Warrior’s Boxing 
Promotions Inc., ’’The event in Tampa is 
the first one on the west coast of Florida. 
It’s also the first one to take place outside 
of Coconut Creek,’’ said Kahn. 

Jessie Robinson, Executive 
Director of Warrior’s Boxing, estimated 
more than 3,000 fans attended. He com- 
mented that they need to bring more of 
these successful events to Tampa. 

“Tampa locals came out because 
of Santos,” said Robinson, “If you give 
fans what they want, they will want 
more.” 



Adelsa Williams 


Daniel Judah gets dropped on the 5th Round. 
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National High School Seniors Wrestling Championships 


By Kenny Bayon, C.Ft 

CLEVELAND, OH — Match 1: 

Simmons’s first match was against James Causey 
from Wyoming. The first period was a position battle. 
The period ended in a 0-0 tie. The second period 
began with Simmons on the top position. After a spi- 
ral ride to break down his opponent, he immediately 
turned it to an inside cradle. The rest was history as 
he recorded his first pin of the tournament with a 
time of two minutes and 29 seconds for the fall. 

Match 2: His next opponent was Jordan 
Bedore of Kansas. Bedore placed fifth in the country. 

The first period was a fight for positioning 
as they both were trying to gain hand and arm con- 
trol. The period emend in a 0-0 tie. 

Simmons began the second period in the 
down position. He made the first score of the match 
as he escaped with a forceful sit out, to a turnaround, 
to a stand up position. Bedore then threw a quick 
double leg to a singles leg trip to gain the 2-1 lead. 
Within seconds, Simmons ties the score with a quick 
stand up. The period ended in a 2-2 score. 

The third period started with Jordan in the 
bottom position. After Simmons tried to turn him a 
couple of times, Jordan then got an escape to take the 
3-2 lead. Simmons misjudged his grip as he tried a 
double under hook throw, which resulted in an arm 


slipping out and his opponent gaining control on top 
to giving Bedore a 5-2 lead. Again, Simmons escapes 
with a power standup, to cut the deficit to 5-3. With 
only seconds to go and Simmons desperately trying 
to tie the score, he tried an over hook, which resulted 
in a single leg takedown for the opponent as time ran 
out and Simmons is defeated by a score of 7-3. 

Match 3: Keith Mitchell Simmons versus 
Ryan Hsu from North Carolina. The match began as 
Hsu was slammed to his side a patient Seminole bear 
hug with an inside trip to begin the match with a two 
to nothing lead. Hsu then got a single arm inside 
hook and gets a reversal to a reverse head and arm 
pinning combo, in which Simmons gives up three 
back points to finish the first period down 5-2. 

Simmons started the second in the down 
position. He went to a stand up and then to a switch, 
Hsu was riding a bit high so Simmons proceeded to 
torque his body so that he wound up on the side of 
Hsu, and quickly put on a half-nelson with a outside 
over leg hook pick up to slam his opponent on the 
ground and turn him quickly to his back for an offi- 
cial two minutes and thirty-three seconds pin and vic- 
tory. 

Match 4: Keith Mitchell Simmons’ final 
opponent Ian McMurray from Oklahoma. McMurray 
placed eighth in the country. 



Kenny Bayon 

Keith Mitchell Simmons sizes up his opponent. 


Keith Mitchell Simmons Qualifies 
for National Wrestling Tournaments 


By Kenny Bayon, C.Ft 

CLEVELAND, OH — In February, 
Seminole tribal citizen Keith Mitchell Simmons 
showed he was one of the best high school 
wrestlers in Florida. Earlier this month, he proved 
that he could hold his own on the national level as 
well. 

Simmons, an 1 8-year-old senior and 
heavyweight state champion from Brandon, went 
2-2 with two pins-and two very close losses-in the 
prestigious 15th Annual Senior National Wrestling 
Championships in Cleveland, Ohio on April 2-4. 
Then he flew to Las Vegas, Nev. for the Junior 
Western Regional Qualifier on April 7-10, where 
he placed sixth in Greco-Roman. 


“I thought I did real well considering this 
is the toughest region in the country,” said 
Simmons. “If a few calls go my way, it would have 
been a different story, but that’s the way it goes 


sometimes. It was a great experience for me and I 
wanted to make my family, my coaches and my 
tribe proud.” 

The national high school tournament, held 
at the Cleveland Convention Center’s Public Hall, 
was a gathering of the best prep wrestlers in the 
U.S. All competitors, 804 representing 48 states, 
were seniors who had to have placed either first or 
second in their respective states at least once in 
their careers. This style of wrestling is called folk 
style or high school wrestling. 

The Junior Western was a qualifier for the 
Junior National Tournament that will be held later 
this year in Fargo, N.D. Both styles, Greco-Roman 
and freestyle, are featured in the Olympics. 

He did not qualify for 
nationals, as a wrestler must 
place in the top three to go to 
Fargo, ND and a earn shot at 
the national championship. 

In Greco-Roman 
wrestling, Simmons’s favorite 
and best style, wrestlers use 
only their arms and upper bod- 
ies to attack and may hold 
only those parts of their oppo- 
nents. Because of his upper- 
body strength and great bal- 
ance, for a wrestler his size, 
Greco-Roman is a perfect style 
for him. And it showed, as he 
went 4-3 in what many coach- 
es feel is the toughest region in 
the country. 

In freestyle, in which 
wrestlers can use their upper 
and lower bodies and may 
hold opponents above or below 
the waist, Simmons doesn’t 
fare as well. Although he did 
win the gold medal in freestyle 
at the North American Indigenous Games in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba in Canada in 2002, and in Las 
Vegas, Nev. where he went 4-3 and a sixth place 
finish. 



(L-R) Keith Mitchell Simmons with trainer Kenny Bayon. 


Immokalee to Celebrate Cinco de Mayo 


Submitted By Judy Weeks 

Cinco de Mayo is considered by many to 
be a Mexican holiday, but history tells a different 
story. Mexico declared her independence from 
Spain in 1810, and then fought for ten years to 
drive out the Spanish. In 1862, a Mexican Indian, 
Benito Juarez, became the democratic president of 
this young new country. At the time, France was 
under the rule of Emperor Napoleon III. The 
French had seized much of Europe to expand their 
territory and were now looking for conquests in 
North America. 

The U.S. was involved in a bitter civil war 
and France, believing the South could not win, 
offered them assistance. They hoped this would 
further weaken the North and leave the whole U.S. 
territory open for eventual conquest. 

Napoleon sent an army of seasoned sol- 
diers with Prince Maximilian to take over Mexico 
and be prepared to enter the U.S. from the South 
when the time was right. They under estimated the 
power and courage of the Mexican Indian Army 
and the civilians who were willing to die for free- 
dom. 

On May 5, 1862, the French Army 
attacked at Puebla (100 miles east of Mexico City) 
and was met by the Mexican Militia under the 
command of Texas born General Taragosa. A mul- 


titude of angry Indian men armed with machetes 
stampeded hundreds of head of cattle into the 
French Army. These 4,000 men defeated 8,000 pro- 
fessional, well-armed French soldiers. This defen- 
sive action was instrumental in preventing the 
French take-over of Mexico. 

Following the U.S. Civil War, General 
Phil Sheridan took a portion of the U.S. Army to 
help the Mexicans drive the remaining French out 
of their country. Together, they fought to preserve 
freedom and liberty in North America. 

This should be considered a U.S. holiday. 
The Seminole Tribe of Florida acknowledges this 
fact and joins with our neighbors and freedom-lov- 
ing Mexican- Americans everywhere in celebrating 
Cinco de Mayo. 

On Saturday May 1, 2004, the John 
Jimmie Memorial Arena in Immokalee will host 
the Eastern Indian Rodeo Association. Everyone is 
invited to attend the “Admission Free” rodeo, 
which will begin at 5 p.m. with the juniors. Senior 
Rodeo will follow at 7 p.m. and continue through- 
out the evening. Mutton bustin’, bronc riding, bull 
riding and much, much more will make the event a 
great time for all participants and spectators. 

For additional information, call Curtis 
Weeks at (239) 455-7229, or contact the Seminole 
Tribe Offices at (239) 657-6567. 


The match was to see which wrestler was 
going to be eliminated from the tournament. The first 
period saw Simmons apply pressure from the begin- 
ning so much so that McMurray was called for 
stalling the match and given a warning. The first peri- 
od ended in a scoreless tie. 

Simmons was on the top to start the second. 
He gave up a tough standup to give up the first points 
of the match to be down 0- 1 . As he kept applying the 
pressure and all McMurray was doing was avoiding 
Simmons forward aggressiveness and back peddling 
to stall the match. He didn’t even attempt a single 
move in the second. 

Simmons chose the down position to start 
the third. He quickly scores on a powerful stand up 
for a 1-1 tie. He kept applying the same pressure as 
the first, trying for numerous takedowns but his 
opponent would make a sprint to any boundary on 
site so the he would avoid the takedown and go out 
of bounds. 

The referee then made the most controver- 
sial call of the entire tournament. McMurray tried for 
a single leg sweep and Simmons blocked it with 
force. He then applied a reverse head and arm, but 
McMurray went though the other side to get on the 
side of Simmons at the same time Simmons got up on 
his feet already facing McMurray. 

For this, the referee made a very blind call 
for a takedown by McMurray and an escape by 
Simmons in a matter of milliseconds, and Simmons 
was down 3-2. After another stalling call on 
McMurray, Simmons made a perfect inside trip to 
McMurray ’s back for a potential five point move and 
the referee calls it out of bounds. McMurray took 
Simmons down with seconds left as Simmons in des- 
peration tries to tie the match. So it ends in 
Cleveland, as Simmons’s posts a 2-2 record in the 
National Seniors Wrestling Championship 2004. 

The Greco-Roman Western Junior 
Regional Championships in Las Vegas, Nevada 

In Greco and Freestyle wrestling, there are 
only two periods unlike folk style, or high school 
style wrestling in which there are three periods. 

Match 1: The first match was against 
Michael Sander of California. The first period was a 
show of how strong Simmons is by throwing Sander 
in a double over hook throw maneuver to his back 
and Simmons comes a way with a quick one minute 
and 33-second pin. 

Match 2: Simmons verses Jorge Lujano 
from Oregon. The first period was a feeling out peri- 
od as both wrestlers tried for takedowns, but the other 
never gave in. 

In these competitions, when the score of the 
match ends scoreless in the first. The second period is 
started when both wrestlers are put in the clinched 
position. This is when both wrestlers are put at the 
middle of the mat with both putting on an over and 
under hook clinch. When the whistle blows, the first 
to score with a move is given points. 

Simmons and Lujano were put in this and 
Simmons wins this battle as he slammed Lujano to 
the mat for a three point move and lead. A minute 
later, both wrestlers are both in the standing position, 
Simmons threw Lujano in a pancake (over and under- 
hook throw) to the mat for a 5-0 lead and the match 


as Simmons won his first two matches. 

Match 3: Against Charlie Alexander of 
Oregon. Simmons took control of the match early as 
took Alexander down with a duck-under and scored 
quickly with a gut wrench to take a 3-0 lead 15 sec- 
onds into the match. Simmons then got Alexander’s 
arm behind his back and put on a reverse half for the 
quick 44 second pin and three in a row. 

Match 4: Simmons verses Brady Wilson of 
Minnesota. This was a very tough match as Wilson 
was undefeated on the day as well going into this 
match. After toggling for a minute, Wilson tried a 
head an arm but Simmons just rolled with it and 
Brady is given two points to take a 2-0 lead. Then 
seconds after Wilson was put in the bottom position, 
Simmons puts on the reverse head and arm from the 
top move and with much force, turns Wilson to make 
it a 2-2 bout. Wilson escapes in the last second to end 
the period with a 3-2 lead. 

The second was a complete turnaround as 
Simmons is given top position and he applied a pow- 
erful under-hook and head turn which gave him the 
4-3 lead and within seconds lets his opponent up only 
to drop him on his back for another 3 points and a 7- 
3 lead. 

After wrestling around for a minute and the 
match dwindling down, Simmons puts on the 
Seminole Bear Hug for a powerful slam and the 
match as he wins his forth in a row with a 9-3 victo- 
ry. 

Match 5: Simmons verses Alex Kanellis of 
Iowa. Simmons scored first on a duck-under for a 1 -0 
lead. Ten seconds later, misfortune would be his 
demise as he tries a gut wrench to score, the move 
slips and he is caught under Kanellis and is almost 
pinned. Quickly he reversed it and turns Kanellis to 
tie the score at 3 as the period ends. 

The second started as Simmons again does 
an under-hook and scores to take the lead 4-3 and 
again he slips and Kanellis took advantage to put 
Simmons on his back to regain the lead 7-4. Another 
takedown by Simmons helps cut the deficit to 7-5. 
Kanellis ran from Simmons the rest of the match to 
hold on for the 7-5 victory. 

Match 6: Against Dustin Fox of Ohio. 
Simmons was about to face his toughest opponent 
ever as he was going against last years defending 
Greco-Roman Jr. National Champion, Dustin Fox, a 
wrestler who took forth at the HS Nationals the week 
before. 

The first period was a battle between two 
determined athletes showing their strength. A minute 
into the match, Fox threw Simmons in a head and 
arm to his back to take a 5-0 lead. Fox then applied a 
quick gut wrench and then second later a reverse 
head and arm turn to take a 9-0 lead. After the moves, 
Simmons strained his lower back but did not give up. 
Fox finished the match with another gut wrench and a 
majority decision win 11-0. 

Match 7: Simmons verses Arkadiy Levitin 
from Brooklyn, N.Y. Simmons had strained his back 
during his last bout; Coach Kenny Bayon kept him 
out of the match, even though it was for fifth and 
sixth place and Simmons was revving to go. 
Considering only the top three places get to go to 
nationals this summer in Fargo, N.D. 


Third Annual Seminole & 
Miccosukee Bowling Tournament 



By Shelley Marmor 

MIAMI, FL — On Saturday and Sunday, 
April 17-18, Seminoles and Miccosukees met at Don 
Carter’s Kendall Lanes bowling alley for a friendly 
competition. The Third Annual Seminole & 
Miccosukee Bowling Tournament brought in about 
100 participants wanting to show off their skill and 
talent. 

Participants from the Hollywood reservation 


Shelly Marmor 

Jackie Thompson from the Hollywood Reservation par- 
ticipates in the tournament. 


included Eric Osceola and Jackie Thompson. Miguel 
Cantu, from Miccosukee, organized the event. He 
made the weekend’s competition a family affair, 
bowling in the team event with his wife, Mary Jane 
Cantu. 

Events at this tournament included: team 
event, men’s doubles, women’s doubles, mixed dou- 
bles, men’s singles and women’s singles. 

Though there were less teams and people 
overall, Cantu said he was happy with the 
turnout and will organize a tournament next 
year. He said the low turnout was likely 
because there were other events going on that 
weekend, including the 29th Annual 
Miccosukee Everglades Music & Crafts 
Festival. 

“We planned it and didn’t know other 
things were going on,” Cantu said. 

He said he would like to have the 
Fourth Annual Seminole & Miccosukee 
Bowling Tournament the fist weekend in March 
2005. 

“I started it and I’m still trying to keep 
it going,” Cantu said. 

Cantu thank the event’s sponsors, Big 
Cypress Council Representative David 
Cypress, President Moses Osceola, Trail 
Liaison William Osceola, both the Hollywood 
and Big Cypress Recreation Department and 
the Seminole Indian Casino of Immokalee. 



New Lootoi 1G5D N. Slade Read 7 | HolUeo:. FI | SV.' Q:me' oF Tart S +11 


CBR1000 




Motorcycles 

Cruisers 


Specials 


GSXR1G0D 


954.981.9889 


SUZUKI 


vcmnc+i: InbalM^fbcn: 
7dl n czrr/2 hrsc I-c-Itk t -L 
3^J:±r. 'YilJ" dii;i' f+jdd told 


2004 


]ri: bi ink of irciar "fcriiii 
Cheds Aootfftd 


' YZr-Rl 






The Seminole Tribune 


13 


April 30, 2004 


Rodeo ❖ Ko-waa-ye Esh-ham-pa-leesh-ke ❖ Curakko Ohapoketv 



Ahnie Jumper at an EIRA rodeo event. 


Judy Weeks 


Ahnie Jumper Shines at Rodeo 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Ahnie 
Jumper was the darling of the rodeo. 
This very serious-minded and com- 
posed four-year-old, whose cowboy hat 
slipped down over her eyes as she 
slowly rounded the first, second, and 
third barrel, very slowly plodded her 


horse across the entire length of the 
arena back to the opening gate to the 
delight of the crowd. 

Never mind the need for 
speed. Jumper was determined not to 
tip over a barrel and she accomplished 
that feat very competently. Her time 
was 85 seconds. Great job Ahnie! 


Team Roping at Big Cypress 



Rudy Osceola works his rope. 


Judy Weeks 



Judy Weeks 


Benny Hernandez gets back in the saddle again. 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Saturday 
March 20, was a full day of Team 
Roping at the Junior Cypress Arena. 
The Numbers Roping included 5’s, 7’s, 
9’s and 1 1 ’s. It was sponsored by 
Tribal Chairman, Mitchell Cypress, 

Big Cypress Board Representative, 
Paul Bowers Sr. and Big Cypress 
Council Representative, David 
Cypress. 

Everyone was glad to see 
Benny Hernandez back on the job. A 
few months ago he suffered injuries in 
an accident on his horse and spent 
time in the hospital and then at home 
recovering. He is glad to be able to 
return to the work he loves and we 
hope he’ll take it easy for a while. 

Winners received cash awards 
and the high point team in each divi- 
sion also won belt buckles. Numbers 
five and seven had the most entries, 
with 115 and 95 teams, respectively. 
Based on these entries, awards were 
presented to the eighth place for a total 
of 1 6 winners in each category. 
Number nine paid four places and 
Number 1 1 went to three. 

The roping began at 11a.m. 
and continued into the evening. The 
first place winning team in each divi- 
sion is listed as follows: 

Number 5 : Ralph Pigott - Header; 
Timothy Spiller - Heeler 
Number 7 : Benny Hernandez - 
Header; Cody Gerato - Heeler 
Number 9: Timothy Spiller - Header; 
Lewis Rimes - Heeler 
Number 1 1 : Chester Rimes - Header; 
Derrick Davis - Heeler 


All-Indian Rodeo in Brighton 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The All- 
Indian Rodeo at Brighton brought out a 
lot of families to cheer for the coura- 
geous children, who took part in this 
tough sport on Saturday April 10. 
Whether it was mutton-busting, calf rid- 
ing or barrels, the riders in the Junior 
Rodeo were both amusing and amazing. 
It is obvious the children get stronger as 
they get older so watching a four-year- 
old attempting to overcome the bucking 
of a wild animal is . . .well, inspiring. 

The winners in the Sanctioned 
Events., where you can see the best get- 
ting better, showed the zeal of upcom- 
ing rodeo champs. 


Sponsored by the Brighton 
Chapter of the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA), the sanctioned 
events provide the opportunity for the 
riders, ropers, and steer wrestlers from 
all reservations to earn the points they 
need to become eligible for the Indian 
National Finals Rodeo in October. 
Persons with the highest points in each 
category are sent to the finals. To quali- 
fy, all competitors must compete in all 
the six EIRA rodeos held at different 
reservations. 

The next EIRA rodeo will be 
the Cinco De Mayo Rodeo in 
Immokalee on May 1 . 


EIR A at Brighton: Winn ers and Their Scores / Time 


JR. Rodeo Events 
Mutton Busting 

1. Kalgary Johns, 7.15; 2. Sean Osceola, 
5.05. 

Pony Riding 

1. William Bearden, 50 points; 2. Jacoby 
Johns, 42 points. 

Calf Riding 

1 . Josh Johns and Andre Jumper (tied), 5 1 
points each; 3. Blevins Jumper, NA 
Junior Bareback 
1. Seth Randolph, 4.16; 2. Julian 
Aldridge, 2.5. 

4-8 Years Barrels 
1. Acealyn Youngblood, 17.242; 2. 
Raegan Whitecloud, 18.424; 3. Andre 
Jumper, 21.236; 

4. Blevins Jumper, 27.243. 


9-12 Years Barrels 

1. Zane Ducheneau 17.561; 2. Nauthkee 
Henry, 17.53; 3. Janae Braswell 20.450. 

13-18 Years Barrels 

1. LeAnna Billie 16.738; 2. Jade Braswell 
17.407. 

Junior Bull Riding 

1. Ethan Gopher, 4.53; 2. Justin Aldridge, 
4.31. 

Sanctioned Events 
Bareback 

1. Shawn Best Sr.; 2. Adam Turtle. 

Steer Wrestling 

1. Alex Johns, 6.565; 2. Jeff Johns 11.55; 
3. Rodney Osceola, 2.535. 

Calf Roping 

1. Naha Jumper, 12.955; 2. Happy 


Jumper, 52.24. 

Women’s Breakaway 

1. Tess Ducheneaux, 4.375; 2. LeAnna 

Billie, 13.905. 

50 and Older Breakaway 

1. Rudy Osceola, 5.25; 2. Jonah Cypress, 

NA 

Team Roping 

1. Josh Jumper/Naha Jumper, 8.035; 2. 
Marvin Bower s/Trina Bowers, 13.26; 
Moses Jumper/Happy Jumper, 21.75; 4. 
Randel Osceola/Gene Edmo, 24.98; 5. 
Billy Tiger/Renee Smith, 32.86. 

Women’s Barrels 

1. Tess Ducheneaux, 16.439; 2. Sheyanna 
Osceola, 16.71; 3. Trina Bowers 16.974. 


Immokalee Participates in 4-H Show and Sale 



By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Immokalee ’s 4-H Club 
was very well represented at this year’s 4-H Show 
and Sale. Out of the many entries, 26 of the 55 pigs 
and seven of the 25 steers were from Immokalee. 

As is always the case with livestock produc- 
tion, there were some last minute disappointments. 
Some of the swine did not make the weigh-in for the 


show, but were eventually sold at the auction. A few 
other unfortunate circumstances made it impossible 
to show one of the steers and two of the pigs. Anyone 
involved in agriculture knows that you do all the 
right things and still have to deal with the unexpect- 
ed. 

Mark Arriaga, one 
of Immokalee ’s steer par- 
ticipants found this out the 
hard way and couldn’t 
compete with his project. 

Nevertheless he came for- 
ward and showed the 4-H 
Club steer with a smile and 
did a fine job. If there were 
an award for sportsmanship 
Mark would be a winner 
for sure. 

While attending 
the show, I visited the 
small animal exhibits and 
interviewed one of the 
entrants. Jade Tapia was 
there with her fish, Nemo. 

She had prepared a delight- 
ful little book about her 
project and I asked her sev- 
eral questions and learned a 
great deal. 

“How did you 
bring Nemo from 
Immokalee to Big Cypress 


without spelling his water?” Jade replied, “Silly! You 
don’t bring him in his tank. You have to put him in a 
container with a little of his water. We put fresh 
water in his tank here.” 

Then I made the mistake of saying, “And 
then you dumped Nemo in his tank?” Jade put her 
hands on her hips and said, “No! That would kill 
him! You float his water bag in the new water until 
they feel the same and then 
mix the water together.” 

It was obvious this 
seven-year-old had paid 
attention and learned a 
great deal from her project. 
She also took the opportu- 
nity to fill me in on feeding 
and cleaning techniques. 

Moving into the 
swine bam, I found young- 
sters everywhere. They 
were washing, scmbbing 
and bmshing their pigs in 
last minute preparation for 
the show. The pens were 
spotless. 

As I talked with 
the participants they all 
echoed the same responses, 
“The importance of good 
food, fresh water and clean 
pens.” 

Pig washing 

seemed to be the highlight 
of the whole experience 
and pen cleaning was defi- 
nitely at the bottom of the 
ladder. With the show only 
one hour away excitement was in the air! 

Upon checking on the steers they were also 
getting a last minute grooming. Brother and sister, 
Tommy and Christian Benson, were putting the fin- 
ishing touches on their animals before competing in 


two different classes. Lazara Marrero had worked 
long and hard to gentle her steer, which had started 
the project with a lot of attitude. The work was pay- 
ing off because he was standing quietly allowing her 
to wipe his face. 

I had spent time with Jessica Lopez a few 
weeks ago and she stated she had enjoyed raising 
Daddy, but she didn’t think she would do it again. 

“He’s not just 
messy, but I have to spend 
so much time with him that 
I can’t go anywhere,” she 
said. “He needs food and 
water everyday.” Now with 
the show about to take 
place she was nervous and 
talked about how much she 
was going to miss him. She 
reached under his belly and 
mbbed while he leaned 
toward her as if to say, 

M Ohhh ... that’s the spot!” 

I think I can speak 
for everyone when I say 
how proud we are of all the 
exhibitors that night. We 
had the pleasure of watch- 
ing a group of fine young 
people displaying what 
hard work and responsibili- 
ty can provide. 

To make things 
even better, Immokalee ’s 
Jessica Lopez had the 
Grand Champion winning 
steer, Daddy Needless to 
say, she is now singing a 
different tune. The girl who 
didn’t think she would ever 
do another steer is talking 
about next year already. 

Two days after the 


sale I asked Jessica, “What 
does it take to make a 
Grand Champion?” She 
replied that she couldn’t 
have raised “Daddy” with- 
out the help of a lot of peo- 
ple. 

Jack and Anne’s 
Feed Supply gave Jessica 
helpful hints on what kind 
of food and how much to 
use at each feeding. They 
told her about worming and 
how exercise would devel- 
op muscle instead of fat. 
Her mother, Sheila Aguilar 
and Grandfather, Pedro 
Aguilar, sacrificed a lot by 
taking her to the barn 
everyday. Sometimes her 
work would only take 1 5 
minutes, but many days she 
was there for hours. Mr. 
Lupe was there to lend his 
assistance by guarding and 
protecting her as she gen- 
tled Daddy. 

Jessica thinks the most important thing was 
the time she spent handling and leading Daddy. She 
walked him in the round pen until she thought her 
legs would fall off. Next they took walks behind the 
barn and practiced loading in the trailer. Slowly they 
began to trust each other and a champion was bom. 
Congratulations to Immokalee 4-H. 




Judy Weeks 

Jessica Lopez and her grand champion cow Daddy with Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress (right). 



Judy Weeks 

This year’s swine projects patiently awaiting the show and sale. 
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Jobs *> Takalkeeke ❖ Vtutketv 


For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at 954-967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, Drug Screening is a requirement of employment, 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


HOLLYWOOD 


Position: Environmental Health 
Specialist/Administrative Assistant 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Fixed Asset Accountant 

Department: Accounting 

Position Opens: 12-22-03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $30,000-$37,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Budget Analyst 
Department: Accounting 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Accountant 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-5-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: A/P Billing Clerk 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $22,880 annually with benefits 

Position: Outreach Worker 
Department: CAA 
Position Opens: 9-2-03 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $8. 00/hour with benefits 

Position: Administrative Assistant 
Department: Eligibility and Utilization, Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Secretary II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Buyer 
Department: Purchasing 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Payroll Clerk I 
Department: Payroll, Human Resources 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Database Admin II 
Department: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 3-8-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 1-12-04 
Position Closes: 1-26-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Network Administrator 
Department: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 11-24-03 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Counselor II (3) 

Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Building and Grounds 
Position Opens: 3-1-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $16,640 annually with benefits 

Position: Vehicle and Equipment Coordinator 
Department: Fixed Asset, Accounting 
Position Opens: 12-22-03 
Position Closes: 1-12-04 
Salary: $20,800-$24,960 annually with benefits 

Position: Transfer Station Operator Trainee (2) 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

BIG CYPRESS 


Position: Tour Guide 
Department: Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10-13-03 
Position Closes: 10-27-03 
Salary: $7. 50/hour with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T & P/T 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Environmental Health Facilities 
Management Representative 
Department: Environmental Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits. 

Position: Building and Grounds Maintenance 
Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 3-8-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $16,640 annually with benefits 

Position: Elementary Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 


Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Building and Grounds 
Position Opens: 2-9-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $16,640 annually with benefits 

Position: Fuel Truck Driver/Line Person 

Department: Aviation 

Position Opens: 1-5-04 

Position Closes: 1-19-04 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Medical Assistant/Phlebotomist 

Department: Health 

Position Opens: 3-8-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $ 19,032-$22,734 annually with benefits 

Position: Assistant to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Office 

Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 2-23-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Elementary Education Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Food Preparation and Service Associate 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-27-03 

Position Closes: 11-10-03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 11-3-03 
Position Closes: 11-17-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate F/T & P/T 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

BRIGHTON 


Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Counselor II (1) 

Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 1-5-04 
Position Closes: 1-19-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher Aide 
Department: Preschool 
Position Opens: 8-18-03 
Position Closes: 9-2-03 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits and education 

Position: Dental Assistant 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 1-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $19,968-$26,291 

Position: Water Resources Management Coordinator 

Department: Water Resources 

Position: Still available 

Salary: $30,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Kindergarten Teacher; P/T, Temporary 

Department: Education 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $ 18/hour; Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-l p.m. 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

IMMOKALEE 

Position: Counselor II (2) 

Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Transfer Station Operator Trainee (2) 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Cultural/Language Instructor 
Department: Culture Education 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Recreation 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher I 
Department: Preschool 
Position Opens: 11-24-03 
Position Closes: 12-08-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist/Health Educator 
Department: Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Police Jobs 


Position: Police Officer 
Starting Salary: $39,591 

Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, Immokalee 
Police Officer position available. Must already 
have/his/her certification. Needs to be a citizen or 
have alien resident card, 19 years or older, with a 
high school diploma or GED. Shift work. Benefits 
include PPO Health Insurance, Life Insurance, 40 IK, 
Take Home Car Program, Clothing Allowance. If 
you are interested, please call (954) 967-8900. 

The Seminole Police Department is looking 
for police dispatchers in Big Cypress. Applicants 
need to be a U.S. citizen, or have an alien resident 
card, be 19 years or older, and have a high school 
diploma or GED. This position is shift work. Tribal 
citizens are preferred, but not required. Starting 
salary is $29,693. For an application, please call 
(954) 967-8900. 


Emergency Services 

Position: Fire Inspector/Public Education Specialist 
Location: Big Cypress and other reservations 
Salary: $38,000 (negotiable), with benefits 


Responsibilities include: Fire safety inspec- 
tions of fire suppression and notification systems, new 
construction, existing occupancies and hazardous 
material sites. Manage Hazardous Material Program. 
Provide presentations on fire safety to educate the 
public and employees of the tribe. Accept other duties 
as required. Essential for satisfactory performance are: 
good communication skills (verbal and written), the 
ability to work with the public in a courteous manner, 
the ability to work in a “self directed” environment, a 
working knowledge of the National Fire Protection 
Agency’s Life Safety Code, State Building Codes 
including the rules and regulations of the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office and the ability to research and com- 
prehend technical material. Ability to travel between 
all reservations (statewide) is mandatory. 

Minimum Qualifications: Current State of 
Florida Fire Inspector Certification, experience con- 
ducting Fire Inspections and working with the public. 

Preference will be given to candidates pos- 
sessing State of Florida Firefighter Certification, rele- 
vant college degrees and certifications plus extensive 
Fire inspection/public education experience. 

Other Requirements: high dchool diploma, valid 
Florida Driver’s License, Ability to pass an extensive 
background investigation and drug screen. 


Criminal Defense 

4 

DU I 
VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 
♦ 

606 WLS ] 5 U GARLAND HWY. 
Ci fwiston, Florida 

• 

The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry* II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 



South Florida Institute 
of Sports Medicine® 

DeSimone & Moya, M.D, P.A, 

DeSimone * Moya • Haas • Bodner • Dovie 

Foot, Ankle & Leg Specialist of South Florida, Inc. 
STieinberg * Bollo • Felton • Lotufo 



( •HMJTS/PPO'S N 

• MOTOR VEHICLE 

ACCIDENTS 

* WORKERS COMP. 

* MEDICARE ACCEPTED 

• INFANTS * CHILDREN 

L * TEE NS * ADULTS y 

Se Habla Espanol 


C M Rif rotate if: 

Iwww.MulhflorjdBspwtemed icine.conv 


• Sports and Overuse Injuries 

• Pediatric Orthopaedics 

• Arthroscopic Surgery of: 

(Foot, Ankle, Knee* Shoulder, Elbow and Wrist) 

• Knee Ligament Reconstruction 

• Rotator Cuff/lnjuries/Tennis Elbow 

• Ankle Injuries and Arthritis 

• Neck and Back Injuries 

• Foot and Ankle Surgery 

• Bunion and Hammertoe Correction 

• Heel and Arch Pain 

• Carpel Tunnel Surgery 

• Fractures and Sprains 

• Flat Feet 

• In Grown Toenail (Permanent Correction) 

• Joint Replacement Surgery 


EVENING HOURS 


24-HOUR EMERGENCY 

niSTON*54 3S9 5W0 
IbUOTuwn timer BlviL 

(Arvklii T J Lwj 1/2 Mi. 

Wttl I'll Tiuiiii ruiHiM u Bl vd.J 

PEMBROKE PIIVES 
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TAMARAC 
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PLANTATION 
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MFM HOSR WEST 

954-5 n-(rm 
■SI \. Fj ni r pci Rij . -9^ 31 3 
S'odit jf/i' Only 







The Seminole Tribune 


15 


April 30, 2004 


Announcements ❖ Ahaaheeke ❖ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 







irioal Dividends Accepted 
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Seminole citizen Dalmericka 
Zaianne King (AKA Pooh) won a 
Choctaw Princess Pageant on March 20. 
We wish her a happy 5th birthday on 
April 17. 

Dalmericka is the granddaughter 
of Mollie Tommie Jolly of Brighton, 
Great granddaughter of Juanita Tommie, 
also of Brighton, and the daughter of 
Dalmon King Jr. of Conehatta, Miss. 

Congratulations and Happy 
Birthday. We love you. 

Dad, Mom, Tigger, Siah, big 
sister Mia, and big brother Josh 


Happy birthday wishes to Eden Billie! 
With lots of love, 

Uncle Julian 


Happy birthday to Jaden and 
Kalani Bankston. 

Love, 

Mom (Jana Rae Billie) 


Happy belated birthday to our 
“Little Princess,” Alani. You bring us joy 
every day! 

Lots of hugs and kisses, 

Mommy (Marissa), Daddy 
(Andrew), Malachi and Trevon 


Happy 2nd birthday to Aden 
on April 29. You are growing up so fast. 
We are very happy to be part of your life. 
We love you more than words can say! 
With lots of hugs and kisses, 
Mom (Janine) Dad (Luke), 
Daija, Chooge, Amy a, the dogs, and 
everyone at Preschool 


Happy birthday to my beautiful 
daughter, Julia Christina Smith, whom I 
love very much. It’s hard to believe that 
you’re already two-years-old. It seems 
like yesterday we were bringing you 
home from the hospital. 

You bring so much joy and hap- 
piness into our lives. I thank God for the 
blessing he has given me, putting you in 
my life. Just don’t grow up so fast! 

Daddy’s working on that horse 
you want. I love you with all my heart. 
Happy birthday from all your family. 

Mommy, Daddy, Bobby, 

Oneva, Tracey, Nelda, Jason, Lil Jason, 
Grandma, Grandpa, Rosie and Jimmy, 
Grandma’s Alice, Jenny and Helene, 
Andy, Uncle Joel, Jamie, Shane, and all 
your cousins 

I would like to say happy belat- 
ed birthday to my children Julian four- 
years-old, Conary three-years-old, 
Chasyn two-years-old, and happy birth- 
day to my princess Kaylee Brook who 
turns one on April 4. 1 love you so much 
babies and I miss you all a lot. 

Love, 

Momma (Gail Yescas) 


Congratulations 


Congratulations to Malari 
Baker on your Student of the Month 
award. Keep up the good work. You make 
us proud. 

Love, 

Mommy, Dad (Billy), Malachi, 
Trevon and Alani 


You probably don ’t remember 
being carried by your 
mom. She never 
would bat an eye 
to hold you and 

transport you 
everywhere. 


Happy belated birthday to 
Crystal and Geneva. Have fun and stay 
safe. 

From, 

Janine and family, and every- 
one who loves you in Hollywood 


Happy 6th birthday to Luke 
Baxley Jr. (Chooge). We love you very 
much and hope your birthday is as special 
as you are. 

Love, 

Mom (Janine), Dad (Luke), 
Daija, Amya, Aden, Veronica, Papa, 
Nana, Weezee, Fat Boy, and Buddy 


Moms appreciate every 
little thingyou bring her. 

Chen wache eloshtemachal 
Mother's Day is Sunday May 9. 


New Kids 


r 





Allie Milee Williams 

March 24, 2004 
9 pounds, 5 ounces; 21 inches 

Allie was born in Mississippi at 
8:19 a.m. Parents are Gavin and Brandi 
Williams. Maternal grandparents are 
Mingo and Linda Jones, who live on the 
Hollywood Reservation. Paternal grand- 
parents are Annie Mae and the late- 
Johnson Williams from the Choctaw 
tribe. Great-grandparents are Arthur and 
Augustina Gore and Shula and the late- 
Olie Jones, whom all reside on the 
Brighton reservation. Congratulations on 
your new baby girl. We love and miss 
y’all. (Bran, you moved my g-kids too 
far). Love always, Mom and Dad, 
Konrad and Lorenzo, Cassandra and 
kids. 

Also, happy birthday to my little 
man, Lorenzo Jones, on May 7. 

Love, 

Mom 



Mary Jane Y. Osceola 

Born: February, 24 2004 
Weight: 7 pounds; 4 ounces 
Parents: Evertt and Sarabelia Osceola 
Sibling: (big sister) Xiora 



Welcome new kid Diamond 
Jean Osceola, March 31, 2004 at 5:24 
p.m., weighing 8 pounds and 12 ounces 
and 20 inches long. Proud parents are 

Lila Osceola and Jose Rodriquez. 



To my precious daughter Valerie 
Mae Frank and her daughter Jewel 
Alice, who was born Saturday, April 10, 
2004. 

I wanted to share this with you, 
the evening Jewel was to be bom and I 
was driving you Val to the hospital. I 
being the worrier, scared that something 
might go wrong. But of course I contin- 
ued to tell myself everything would be 
just fine. 

A bumper sticker on a vehicle in 
front of me caught my eye and I felt a 
sigh of relief, it read “Relax, God is in 
control!” and then I knew the message 
was sent for me. He tmly blessed me with 
you Valerie, and our new Jewel. 

Love you always, 

Mom (Virginia Mitchell) 



On March 29, 2004, Jay and 
Felicia Holata became the proud parents 
of a baby girl, Shyla Whitney Holata. 
Born in Hollywood, she tipped the scale 
at 7 pounds, 6 ounces and was 19 1/2 
inches long. Big sister Taylor Elizabeth 
is happy too; now she has a little sister to 
play with! 


Poems 


Only Time WiUTeU 

Only time will tell what the future may 
bring 

You could become president of the 
United States of just another dope fiend. 
When life is treating you great, many 
friends are all around 
When life is not so good, only a few can 
be found. 

Those few are the tme meaning of the 
word friends 

Because whether you’ve been good or 
bad, they will be there till the end. 

Those that turned their back are the tme 
meaning of the word parasite 
They are only there for the parties, not on 
the capers day or night 
Way before this scribe was written and 
places in the paper, I’ve been peeped 
who’s real and who’s not 
I’ve seen the fear in you eyes at the sim- 
ple sight of a glock. 

Whether you’re a law abiding citizen or 
the opposite, it’s all good 
Because it really doesn’t matter if you 
live in a gated community or the hood. 
We were all created equal, so get your 
mind right 

The table can easily be turned in a single 
night. 

The Great Spirit doesn’t like ugly; be real 

to what you’re down for 

Also, don’t forget where you came from 

anymore. 

If you feel these words, I guess you know 
they are intended for you 
It’s all about keepin it real with those that 
are tme. 

Only time will tell who will be there till 
the end 

Peace out with this scribe is in the wind. 
— Ike I Harjo, Panther Clan 


Keep it Coming 

Upon this day of awakening 
I rise and glance out my window 
To my surprise, it is beautiful this morn- 
ing 

The birds are singing and the sun is shin- 
ing 

The music is so loud, yet I am the only 
recipient of sound 

After years of silence, my joy has been 
found 

And now as she dances through my 
thoughts 

A smile appears upon my face 
And my new found smile takes me back 
To the essence of being a child 
Nothing can min what God has sent me 
Except self, but self won’t bail 
Hear me testify as I solidly yell 
I offer my heart in return for your com- 
panionship 

Let us drink from this full cup of happi- 
ness 

And forever be intoxicated my love 
Lord please, just keep it coming 

— Markell Billie 


In a world of backstabbing vultures 

I will claim the guilt 

I agree to you that I am not normal 

And my vision isn’t the same 

’Cause my ways have been blurred 

Still, I remain in the purist form 

Love me or hate me, it don’t really matter 

Just as long as you acknowledge me 

Brother, family, whoever 

You are not as innocent as you think 

But the tmth shall set you free 

— Markell Billie 

Dedicated to Blue Jay Jumper and Miss 
Lisa Bowers 
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Photos by Stephen Galla 


Guitar 

Continued from page 1 

tars; most are between 30 to 35 feet in length.” 

The guitar is not only the largest, but 
also the heaviest, weighting in at a hefty seven 
tons. 

Moore, who oversees almost all of 
the installations of the giant guitars, said that it 
generally takes six weeks to complete a Hard 
Rock guitar. They are constructed in 
Rochester, NY, and then shipped by truck. 
Because of its size, this one in particular was 
shipped on a flat bed truck. 

The guitars come in four sections, 
including the neck of the guitar. A heavy duty 


crane was used to lift the 20-plus foot guitar 
neck to the installer. Media crews, including 
NBC, FOX, and The Miami Herald were on 
hand to view the process. 

“One aspect that many people don't 
know about is that each Hard Rock guitar is 
different,” said Moore. 

The guitar at the Tampa Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino is no slouch, standing 42 feet 
tall, it is larger than an average Hard Rock 
guitar. 

For those guitar enthusiasts, this gui- 
tar in particular follows the blueprint of the 
stylish Fender Stratocaster, made famous by 
guitarists, including Jimi Hendrix and Eric 
Clapton. 



HOT EL a, CASINO 



SR 7 

Continued from page 1 


Kippenberger introduced tribal 
officials who spoke in turn about the proj- 
ect. Representing the tribe were 
President/Vice Chairman Moses Osceola, 
Hollywood Council Representative Max 
Osceola Jr., Brighton Council 
Representative Roger Smith, Tampa 
Liaison Richard Henry and Trail Liaison 
William Osceola. Also attending were 
General Council Jim Shore and Tribal 
Secretary Priscilla Sayen, as well as sev- 
eral tribal citizens. 

Next was the ribbon cutting, 
which took place at the east end of 
Seminole Way and 441. The tribal offi- 
cials, along with Hollywood Mayor Mara 
Giulianti, cut the ribbon. 

Mayor Guilianti and Davie’s 
Vice-Mayor Judy Paul expressed their 
gratitude in working with the tribe and 
offered their felicitations. 

After lunch, all attendees were 
welcomed to take an impromptu tour of 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 

To Susie Kippenberger and those 
who worked on this project you did an 
excellent job. If this is how the outside 
looks, one can only imagine how the 
inside will look! 


Left photo: Seminole Tribe of Florida 
President Moses Osceola (center) holds 
the commemorative scissors from the 
ribbon cutting ceremony on SR 7. 

Right photo: Median separating two 
sides of newly-widened State Road 7. 


Photos by Stephen Galla 








The Seminole Tribune 


17 


April 30, 2004 



Susan Etxebarria 


Youngsters line up for the Easter egg hunt. 


Easter Egg Hunt at Brighton Day Care Center 

By Susan Etxebarria Jumper 

BRIGHTON — Seeing a very large Easter Two-year-olds: 1. Aidan Tommie; 2. Malcolm Jones 
Bunny with long floppy ears make its entrance to the Three-and four-year-olds: 1. Trevor Thomas; 2. Rylle 

playground at the Brighton Day Care Center sent Smith and Janessa Smith 

dozens of little tykes into a tizzy. 

They hugged and kissed its fat, 
furry cheek. “I love you, Easter bunny!” 
gushed one little girl and another asked 
“Can you hop?” and hop the bunny did. 

The Easter bunny (secretly 
Thommy Doud who works at the 
Hollywood preschool) would hop and hop 
all over the place and the children lined up 
behind him hopped, too. What a day for the 
excited children. 

More than 600 eggs were hidden 
on the playground on Tuesday April 6, and 
56 children, along with the helping hands 
and hints from parents, found nearly all of 
them. 

Winners of the egg hunts received 
Wal-Mart gift certificates, $25 for first place 
and $15 for second place. 

The winners were: 

Infants: 1. Cobie Jimmie; 2. Hyatt Brough 
One-year-olds: 1. Myron Billie; 2. Jacee 




Susan Etxebarria 


Brighton Day Care Center tykes chased the Easter bunny. 



Susan Etxebarria 


Easter bunny Thommy Doud at the Brighton Day Care 
Center entertained the children at the Easter egg hunt. 


Family Services Holds Easter Celebration 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On Wednesday April 
7, the Family Services Department held an Easter 
celebration in front of the Health Department build- 
ing, complete with an Easter egg hunt. 

Staff Counselors Tony Roberts, Mark 
Lichtenberg, Jack Vancott, and Amber Giehtbrock 
were on hand to make sure the children enjoyed all 
the activities. There were games, art, lots of pizza 
and drinks, and of course, an Easter egg hunt. 

Tony Roberts was especially please to see 
teenagers enjoying the festivities as well. 

“It was good to see them here,” said 


Roberts. “Sometimes it’s a challenge to get them to 
show up at these events, but as you can see, they’re 
having fun.” 

One of the reasons Family Services offers 
events like this is to interact with the community 
they serve. 

“It’s important for all of us to reach out to 
the community and be seen,” said Roberts. 

As for the Easter egg hunt, Clarissa 
Jumper out-hustled the other children, winning the 
contest by collecting the most brightly colored 
eggs. Afterwards, each child received a fun bag of 
treats. 


Immokalee Preschool’s Easter Party 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — On Friday April 2, the 
Immokalee Preschool held an Easter egg hunt and 
party for the students. The center manager, 
Michelle Ford was assisted by Ms. Bay, Ms. Tracy, 
Ms. Ruby and Ms. Juanita. 

Many thanks to Thommy Doud, from the 
Hollywood Preschool, for bringing Mr. Peter 
Cottontail for a visit. He hopped around with the 
children, posed for pictures and gave numerous 


hugs. After each of the kids tried their hand, unsuc- 
cessfully, at the pinata, Mr. Cottontail hopped to 
the rescue. He dealt the final blow so all the kid- 
dies could scramble for the fallen candy. 

Justin Davis, Mario Garcia and Louise 
Billie were the attending parents and assisted with 
the Easter egg hunt. A game of pin-the-tail on the 
rabbit completed the festivities. Thank you to the 
parents for their party donations. 
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Hollywood Preschool’s Easter Celebration 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

Friday April 2, all classes from the 
Hollywood Preschool participated in an 
Easter party. The children ate pizza, 
Cheetos® and even egg-shaped cookies 
decorated with yellow icing and multi- 
colored sprinkles. 

The preschool staff assisted 
the children and ensured that no one 
spilled any of their fruit punch. 
However, their assistance really came 
in handy when a life-sized Easter 
bunny hopped through the doors. 

Most of the children were 
happy to see the white bunny, however, 
some of the younger ones were a little 
scared; a few even cried. Police 
Service Aide Jerome Williams from the 
Seminole Police Department wasted no 
time and picked some of the children 
up, working his magic to calm them 
down. 

At about 3 p.m., however, the 
party was winging down. The Easter 
Bunny said goodbye to all the children 
and wished everyone a very Happy 
Easter. 



Iretta Tiger 

Easter bunny Thommy Doud entertains the Hollywood preschool- 
ers. 



Seniors Enjoy Easter Party 


1. Happy Jones; 2. Agnes Bent; 3. Lottie 
Baxter; 4 Marty L. Johns; 5. Josephine Villa; 6. Rosie 
Billie. 

The winners in the men’s category were: 

1. Wonder Johns; 2. Billy Micco. 

The hearty lunch consisted of excellent roast 
beef, flat green beans, and potatoes. After the meal, 
the seniors all gathered at the recreation center park 
where the Easter egg hunt took place. About 200 
plastic eggs were hidden on the grass, in trees, on 
benches and even under a box. 

The fun began as the seniors quickly moved 
out to find as many eggs as 
they could, especially looking 
for the numbered eggs that 
earned the finder prize money. 
The great part was every plastic 
egg was swapped back at the 
Senior Center for real colored 
hard boiled eggs the staff had 
prepared in advance for every- 
one to take home and enjoy. 

The winners of cash 
prizes in the egg hunt were 
Billy Micco, Marty L. Johns, 
Dan Bowers, Wonder Johns, 
Jack Micco, Sammy Gopher 
and Josephine Villa. 

The Senior Center 
Director Vicki Huff, and the 
staff consisting of Leah 
Minnick, Patty Yates, Linda 
Beard and Carolyn Johns, 
should be congratulated for 
organizing a splendid party and 
fantastic luncheon. 


Susan Etxebarria 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Wearing an Easter bonnet 
with all the frills upon it is not the fashion fad it used 
to be, except at the Brighton Senior Center’s annual 
Easter Party hosted this year on Tuesday April 6. 

Participants in the hat contest used their 
imagination to adorn a plain hat with all kinds of 
flowers, ribbons, and elaborate Easter decorations. 
Some hats were even perked up with bunny ears. 
Three impartial judges, Brenda Palmer, Tina Freeman 
and Barbara Vivrette of Lakeport decided which hats 
were the best with winners receiving cash prizes. 

The winners in the women’s category were: 


Happy Johns proudly wears her Easter bonnet. 



Susan Etxebarria 


(L-R) Agnes Bowers and Jack Smith Jr. search for Easter eggs at Brighton Senior Center. 
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GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION 


SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOTEL 5 CASINO, HOLLYWOOD, FL 

Celebrate the latest Landmark Achievement for the Seminole Tribe of Florida 


SATURDAY | 


Seminole TW&e of Florida 

PRIVATE PARTY 5 SHOW 

12 noon Pool Opens 

5:30 p.m. Ribbon Cutting 

6:00 p.m. DinnerParty 

9:00 p.m. Kenny Rogers 
Concert 


tlWNn 


Dance Party Following Concert 


EXCLUSIVE PERFORMANCE FDR 
SEMINOLE TRIBAL MEMBERS 



Stephen Galla 


Performances by Huey Lewis & the News, Artist 
Michael Israel Hi ghligh t Grand Opening of 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 


HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino will open May 1 1 with per- 
formances by pop-rock superstars Huey Lewis & the 
News and artist Michael Israel, who creates vibrant 



Stephen Galla 


canvasses as part of high-energy, on-stage painting- 
to-music shows. Leaders of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida will officially cut the grand opening ribbon to 
usher in a new dimension of entertainment excite- 
ment in South Florida. 

In addition to the private, invitation-only 
performance by Huey Lewis & the News, the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino has booked two 
public grand opening weekend concerts by Aaron 
Lewis of Staind. Tickets are on sale through 
Ticketmaster for the Friday, May 14 and Saturday, 
May 1 5 acoustic guitar shows by Lewis, front man 
for the group Staind. All tickets are $50; seating is 
reserved. 

Kenny Loggins is booked to perform at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on Friday, June 
4 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $40; seating is reserved. 
Tickets for both concerts are available at all 
Ticketmaster outlets, Ticketmaster.com or charge by 
phone: (954) 523-3309 in Broward, (305) 358-5885 
in Miami-Dade or (561) 966-3309 in Palm Beach. 

The concerts will take place in a multi-pur- 
pose space adjacent to the casino, and negotiations 
are underway with several more performers to bring 
shows there. The 5,600-seat Hard Rock Live! venue 
will open later this summer as part of the adjacent 
Seminole Paradise retail complex, where dozens of 
shops, restaurants and nightclubs will be available. 

For reservations at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino in Hollywood and Tampa, call (800) 
937-0010. 




MUST SEE GENERAL SALES MANAGER, DAVID LABELLA FOR SPECIALS 


SEMINOLE & MICCOSUKEE TRIBAL 
MEMBERS & TRIBE EMPLOYEES 



COME SEE 

THE ALL 

NEWSSR! 
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Explorer 
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Conversion Center 


;l fiai u^id 


CHEVY NISSAN ISUZU K l A 
CUSTOM V A N 5 ■ USED CARS 


MarooneoAuto Plaza 

OH PINES/HOLLYWOOD BLVD. JUST WEST OF UNIVERSITY DRIVE 

David LaBella General Sales Manager 


CALL 

FOR 

SPECIAL 

PRICING 



■STORE HOURS: MONDAY-SATUflOAV 9-5 * SUN DAT 11-6 * SERVICE HOURS: HO N DAT- FRI DAY 7-7 ■* SATURDAY 7-5 
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Moses 4 Bigg Shot’ Jumper: Thirty Years of Commitment 



By Kenny Bayon, C.Ft 

Moses Jumper Jr. remembers the challenges 
of his job when he first started working as Hollywood 
Seminole Recreation Director back in 1974. He had 
no office, no personal phone extension, no gym, and 
almost no budget. 

But what Jumper did have was a sports 
background that included playing on youth, high 
school, college and semi-pro levels; a degree in phys- 
ical education that included courses in recreation, 
health, and physical education, a love for kids, and 
perhaps most importantly, a desire to serve the 
Seminole Tribe as best he could. 

That combination of experience, knowledge, 
values and passion has guided Jumper, AKA ‘Bigg 
Shot,’ through 30-plus years as recreation director, 
helping lead the department from its struggling infan- 
cy into one of the most successful and cherished cor- 
nerstones of tribal life today. 

Jumper, 54, has no thoughts of retiring any- 
time soon. And who can blame him for wanting to 
continue to guide the ship that he helped start? 
Nowadays, instead of worrying about one-time issues 
such as affording new uniforms or building adequate 
practice and workout areas, he steers a steady and 
robust stream of funds into an assortment of sports 
programs and facilities. 

“The program has been blessed to have the 
support of so many people: community members, 
council and board members, area coaches, and Tribal 
chairmen,” Jumper said. “Over the years, the recre- 
ation department has grown into a first-rate program 
that involves a budget that is the envy of Native 
American programs throughout America.” 

Wow, how times have changed for the better 
since Bigg Shot took charge! 

But one of the reasons for the program’s 
success is that Jumper hasn’t forgotten the 
struggles-financial and others, he witnessed in the 
recent past. 

Jumper grew up on the Hollywood reserva- 
tion in the late 1950s and 1960s, playing and 
excelling in an assortment of sports, despite no organ- 
ized tribal athletic program. Much of his exposure to 
athletics before attending MacArthur High School 
came from Bureau of Indians Affairs employees, who 
would travel to the reservation to demonstrate and 
coach different sports during the summer. 

The tribe’s first recreation-only building was 
built sometime during his youth, and appropriately 
enough, it was simply called the Rec Hall-or “Wreck 
Hall,” said Jumper, “because that’s what it literally 
was.” 

Sadly, Jumper recalls, at the end of each 
summer the original Rec Hall and other similar struc- 
tures were often broken into and vandalized, while 
the equipment inside was either stolen or destroyed. 

“This would happen every year, and every 
year the buildings would be rebuilt or re-furnished, 
and new equipment would be purchased,” Jumper 
said. “The Rec Hall would sometimes be turned into 
a snack bar until new equipment was bought and the 
hall would open again for a while.” 

After graduating from Haskell Indian 
Nations University, in Lawrence, Kan., where he 
majored in physical education and played varsity 
football, Jumper wanted to work with cattle, but did- 
n’t land a coveted job. Perhaps fate was on his side, 
because soon thereafter, Tribal Chairman Howard 
Tommie, Tribal Human Resource Director Mike 
Tiger, and Tribal Coordinator Bert Jones-all yearning 
for a permanent and respected recreation program in 
Hollywood, approached him about creating and head- 
ing it. 

“Sports and recreation were my passion,” 
Jumper said. “Sports kept me in school and helped 
me get to college. I knew I had to keep my grades up 
so that I could compete.” 

Upon taking the helm, Jumper immersed 
himself in his job: organizing tournaments, introduc- 
ing new sports and activities (which now includes 
such diverse events as rodeo and ATV riding), plan- 
ning new facilities, coaching an assortment of teams 
and hiring his assistant directors. His passion and 
dedication, especially for working with kids, soon 
made him one of the most recognizable and respected 
Hollywood tribal figures, and after just a few years 
his program expanded to the Big Cypress and 
Brighton reservations as well. 

Now the nickname “Bigg Shot” is synony- 
mous with tribal recreation throughout South Florida. 

“He is very knowledgeable in all aspects of 
life, which makes it easy to communicate with him,” 
said Hollywood Field Supervisor Kenny Descheene, 
who has worked with Jumper for 24 years. “He has 
values in life and will lead you in the right direction 
whether you like it or not. He’s very persistent in all 
that he does. He learned his leadership through athlet- 
ics and family. An example is that he enforces the 
youth to wear protective gear when they are in a 
rodeo, when back in the day no one really worried 
about it.” 

“He has been here through the good and 
bad, and has a relentless drive to keep the recreation 
department moving forward and bettering itself,” 
Descheene continued. 

Mike Tiger, Seminole Tribal Treasurer, has 
been equally impressed with Jumper’s leadership 
abilities. 

“He has the will to excel and win, pushing 
and getting the best out of everyone,” Tiger said. “He 
has a keen ability to find and hire good quality work- 
ers.” 

As he surrounds himself with a great staff in 
the event that he does decide to retire, he should feel 
comfortable knowing that the program will continue 
to strive in a manner of excellence it which it was 
created. 

“Thirty years is a long time, some would 
say,” Jumper said. “Maybe so, but then again, if you 
love what you do and love the young people you 
work with, the challenge will always be there. This is 
my calling, and I’ll leave it in the hands of the cre- 
ator.” 

I sat down with Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper 
one day to get some answers everyone wants to 
know. 

Kenny Bayon: Firstly, how ’d you get your nickname? 
Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper Jr.: My mother said I was 
born a 9-pound, 10-ounce baby (on Jan. 4, 1950, in 
Ft. Lauderdale.) The doctor said I was a “big shot” of 
a baby. 

KB: What was your involvement with the tribe while 
growing up? 

MJ: I started to play baseball when I was about 8 
years old, when my uncle, Howard Tiger, had a little 
league team. I started football at 1 0-years-old; 
encouraged by another sports mentor, Henry Nelson. 

I was also very active when the reservations had track 
and field days. We would travel to the other rezes to 
compete, and I enjoyed that. 

KB: Which family members influenced you the most 
while you were growing up? 

MJ: My biggest influence was my uncle, Howard 


Tiger. He was the first tribal member that influenced 
the youth and organized sports though the tribe. Also, 
my grandma and mother were always there to support 
me any possible way, from driving my cousins and 
me to the ballgames to helping raise money for uni- 
forms. 

KB: What are the most rewarding aspects of your 
job? 

MJ: Some of the most fulfilling experiences are 
watching kids grow, seeing them hanging out at the 
gym as gym rats and watching them grow to be pro- 
ductive human beings. To watch how our program 
has grown; to see people succeed though athletics. 
Successful people such as Max Osceola Jr., Mike 
Tiger, David Cypress, Paul Bowers, Roger Smith and 
Johnnie Jones to name a few. They were all great ath- 
letes as well as great leaders. The young are our 
greatest asset. They are the future. They are the lead- 
ers of tomorrow. 

KB: Describe how your job duties have changed dur- 
ing the last 30 years. 

MJ: We now have a much larger budget to work with 
than when I first started, so I’m really able to expand 
and improve the program. 

KB: Describe the positive changes you \e seen with- 
in the Seminole Tribe during the last 30 years, espe- 
cially from a recreational standpoint. 

MJ: We’re very fortunate to have more to offer than 
ever before in all areas of activities. But everyone is 
not using what’s available to its fullest extent and 
taking advantage of it. Also, the tribe is starting to 
produce some top-tier prep athletes such as Keith 
Mitchell, a state wrestling champion from Brandon. 
As well as National Champions in other sports 
throughout the Native country. 

KB: Talk about some of the challenges that the recre- 
ation department is facing. 

MJ: Drugs and alcohol are a problem that our youth 
is facing and that we as a tribe are dealing with. The 
gym, ball fields and rec area are places where our 
young people spend a large portion of their young 
lives. So, I guess the low points of my work is watch- 
ing the few who get caught up in the whirlwind of 
drugs and alcohol, and lose their lives so early. It’s a 
challenge to keep them doing other things, such as 
sports. 

KB: Describe your proudest moment on the job? 

MJ: To see our young men and women who have 
grown up in our program taking their place as 
responsible citizens and parents within the tribe 

KB: Share a funny, crazy or just plain entertaining 
on-the-job stories or memories. 

MJ: Many years ago, the tribe’s basketball team was 
playing in the championship game against an all- 
black church team in a church league. It was the final 
seconds, and I was driving toward the basket for a 
lay-up. The opponent fouled me from behind and 
threw me into the padded wall. When I turned 
around, I went right after him. As he and I exchanged 
words, I got hit from behind. As I turned to see who 
it was, it ended up being the guy’s mother hitting me 
with her purse. I could only turn around and laugh. 
After the fact, there was a full-scale brawl. 

Hollywood gym director Kenny Descheene had his 
own amusing story to tell about Jumper: We went 
fishing years ago in a tournament out in Big Cypress. 
While he was working his top water lure, an owl flew 
down and grabbed it, and the next thing you know he 
was fighting an owl with a fishing pole in the air. He 
finally got the owl to the ground long enough to pull 
it from his claws. Afterward, he was all marked up 
from the battle with the owl. 

KB: What do you do with your spare time? 

MJ: I do speaking engagements. I relax, meditate, 
and read. I do reenactments of Seminole war history 
throughout the state; to show young people what life 
was like before. I go to work on my pasture. I still 
work on my cattle and horses. I still play basketball 
and softball, and compete nationally in rodeo roping. 


(He teamed up with his son, Happy, to take third 
place in a team roping competition at the Labelle 
Rodeo.) 

KB: What positive changes or trends or challenges 
do you foresee for tribal recreation in the future? 

MJ: I foresee recreation setting on a solid ground- 
work. The interest in the kids is getting positive in 
our own programs. The availability of programs is at 
its height; it’s there to utilize. We have the staff that 
does a great job. 


KB: Anything you ’d especially like to accomplish in 
the recreation department before you eventually 
retire? 

MJ: Somehow, to build a full-scale state-of-the-art 
facility here in Hollywood; to have one of the best 
gyms in the country and to continue to influence our 
young to take up sports activity for health and charac- 
ter, for they to will someday be the leaders of tomor- 
row. 
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(L-R) Billy Cypress and Jimmy O’Toole Osceola. 



Carol and Billy Cypress. 



Billy the Viking. 



Billy and Carol enjoying Hawaii. 



Billy and his daughter Sonya Ruby Cypress. 



Billy Cypress as a school boy. 



Okeechobee Battlefield Re-enactment 2004. 


(L-R) Billy Cypress, Auston Mott and Lee Tiger 
at London World Travel Market in 1997. 



Billy Cypress 

By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On Monday April 12, 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida lost a beloved citi- 
zen, Billy L. Cypress, Bear clan. He was born in 
Tamiami Trail and lived on the Hollywood reser- 
vation for many years. His life was dedicated to 
education; he started working for the tribe teaching 
at Head Start in Big Cypress. 

Cypress served two years in the U.S. 

Army as a combat platoon leader. He then returned 
to teaching in Florida public schools for three 
years. In 1971, he began working for the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA) as an education specialist. 
After 18 years, he retired from the BIA and came 
back to the tribe. 

In 1989, Cypress became the Executive 
Director of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. The 
museum is a reflection of his dedication to pre- 
serving and promoting Seminole culture. 

In the Commemorative Issue of The 
Seminole Tribune for the grand opening of the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, Cypress expressed his dili- 
gence for the museum. 

“One of the reasons why we have a muse- 
um is that people have done a lot of history about 
us, museums all over Florida and elsewhere,” 
Cypress said. “They’ve done shows on us; they’ve 
had some really great exhibits. But this museum 
here is our own and we’re doing it. Of course, it’s 
not all Seminoles. We do have some non-Indian 
professionals to help us. But we try to do it from 
our perspective, telling our story. We don’t always 
succeed, but that’s always our intent-to show that 
we the Seminoles, this is our story. This is what 
we were, and this is how we are, and this is why 
we are here today and what we’re doing.” 

His love for the tribe did not go unno- 
ticed. The following two articles detail awards he 
received. 


Remembered 



Billy Cypress Receives Honor from 
Smithsonian American Indian Museum 


Editor s note This article is a re-print. It first eared 
in the June 24, 1994 issue. 

When the $106 million National Museum 
of the American Indian (NMAI) is built in 
Washington DC, the Seminole Tribe of Florida will 
have a direct connection with this important proj- 
ect. 

Last month, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
director Billy Cypress was notified of the appoint- 
ment to the Board of Trustees of the museum, 
which will be a part of the Smithsonian Institution 
on the National Mall. 

Billy received official notice of his 
appointment in a letter from Norbert Hill, Jr., 


Chairman of the NMAI Board of Trustees. In part 
the letter stated: 

“Your experience, knowledge-and dedica- 
tion to American Indian people were key factors in 
your selection. I am confident that you will make 
an important contribution to help achieve our goal 
of creating a museum to celebrate and honor 
Indians of the Americas.” 

In addition to the comprehensive museum 
in Washington, a smaller exhibition facility will 
open this fall at the Alexander Hamilton Custom 
House in Manhattan, along with a collections 
research center in Suidand, Maryland. 

Congratulations Billy! ! ! 



Cypress Wins 
Distinguished 
Alumnus Award 

Editor s note This article is a re-print. It first eared 
in the April 14, 2000 issue. 

WINTER PARK, FL — William ‘Billy’ 
Lawrence Cypress, Executive Director of the 
Seminole Tribe’s Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum was 
recently honored with the distinguished Alumnus 
Award from Stetson University (SU). 

Cypress was bom in the Florida everglades 
in 1943, lived most of his pre-teens youth in a 
Seminole village and did not speak English until he 
was five. He attended a reservation school in Dania 
and graduated from McArthur High School, where 
he was voted most likely to succeed. 

Billy entered Stetson University in 1961. 
He won a full, four-year scholarship to SU. As an 
undergraduate, he excelled in athletics as a mnner, 
and also as a Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(ROTC) cadet leader. An English major, his leader- 
ship abilities were recognized as a Stetson student 
when he was tapped for membership in the 
Omicron Delta Kappa leadership fraternity and the 
Scabbard and Blade ROTC leadership society. Billy 
also became the first Florida Seminole Indian in 
history to graduate from college and to receive a 
commission as a U.S. Army officer. 

Following his undergraduate degree, Billy 
served two years of active duty in the U.S. Army 
and earned a master’s degree at Arizona State 
University. He then became an education specialist 
with the Bureau of Indian Affairs. During his 18 
year career with the BIA, he spent five years in 
Washington DC, as an education specialist with the 
bureau. 

Billy and his family are now back in their 
beloved Florida, where Billy is currently serving as 
the Chief Administrator for the Seminole Tribal 
Museum Authority. The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is 
a shining example of William L. Cypress’ ability to 
lead and to serve, and he is a great source of pride 
for the Seminole people and for Stetson University. 

Cypress also hosted the television program 
Seminole Adventures. The show focused on 
Seminole culture and included interviews with vari- 
ous tribal citizens. 

His love for education and preservation 
extended beyond the Seminole tribe. He was also 
on the board of directors for the “Keepers of the 
Treasurers”, an organization committed to preserv- 
ing Native American culture and heritage. 



Billy and Carol on their wedding day. 



Billy and Carol with their children and grandchildren. 



(L-R) Billy, Colton, Aaron, Rebecca and Carol. 



At the Tallahassee Cine Center, Ah-tha-thi-ki Museum director Billy Cypress 
and administrative assistant Charles Hires manned a colorful "Broward Days" 

booth. 


The Seminole Tribune , March 27, 1991 issue. 



It was a gala night of posing and posturing at USET's 

reception. L-r-Miss NCAI, Billy Cypress, Jimmy Bert 
(Miccosukee), Miss Indian USA and Mitchell Cypress. 


The Seminole Tribune , March 13, 1991 issue. 
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Mother’s Day Celebrations 

Jo-Lin Osceola enjoys her first 
Mother’s Day with son Tiger. 
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Hollywood Culture Day 

Peeking through a sewing machine, 
Kayla Osceola creates patchwork. 
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Third Annual Field Day 

Sack racing, golf, soccer, and relay races 

¥ Jm 

were just part of the fun during Field Day. 
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The 22nd Annual Gathering of Nations 


By Adelsa Williams 

ALBUQUERQUE, NM - 

Every year thousands of Native 
Americans nationwide travel to 
Albuquerque, N.M. to attend The 
Gathering of Nations Pow Wow. 

More than 3,000 Native 
Americans attended the 2004 festivities, 
which were held from April 22-24. 

This extraordinary event takes 
place every year at the University of New 
Mexico Arena, better known as “The Pit,” 
and known as one of the most entertain- 
ing native and cultural festivals in North 
America. Indian dancers and singers rep- 
resenting more than 500 different tribes 
from the United States and Canada come 
to participate socially and competitively. 

Apart from the dance competi- 
tion, there is an Indian Traders Market, 
which offers a shopping experience to all 
who attend. More than 800 artists, 
crafters, and traders display their products 
for sale. 

At The Gatherings of Nations, 
each year, a young Native American is 
crowned Miss Indian World. Native or 
indigenous women from 1 8-25 years of 
age compete for this most prestigious 
crown. 

This year, a total of 17 young 
ladies competed for the title. As a prereq- 
uisite, contestants must demonstrate 
knowledge of tribal tradition. They also 
participate in a traditional dance contest, 
personal interview, public speaking con- 
test and talent contest. 

Miss Seminole, Cherelee Kristen 
J. Hall, a Wind Clan member from the 



Adelsa Williams 


Big Cypress reservation, represented The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida in this year’s 
pageant. 

During the competition, and a 
few days before the crowning, the pageant 
committee held a talent contest at the 
Albuquerque Convention Center’s Kiva 
Auditorium, located in downtown 
Albuquerque. As her talent, Hall did an 
admirable presentation on how to create 
turtle shell shakers, which is a hand-made 
accessory Seminole women wear at the 
traditional Corn Dance to make clanking 
sounds while they dance and the Seminole 
men sing. 

Hall commented that this was her 
first time ever to attend the Gathering of 
Nations, and said representing the tribe 
was a fascinating experience. 

“I got a chance to learn about dif- 
ferent cultures,” said Hall. 

Following the Grand Entry on the 
last day of the Pow Wow, the winners of 
the pageant would be announced. 

The 2004-2005 new Miss Indian 
World title winner was Delana Smith, an 
Ojibwe of the Red Lake Nation in Red 
Lake, Minn. 

Delana Smith is a teacher at the 
Head Start Program for four- and five- 
year-old children from her tribe. She com- 
mented that it has always been her dream 
to run for the Miss Indian World title. 

“It’s important to carry on our 
tradition,” said Smith. 

Congratulations to Delana Smith 

. ^ _ on her triumph and Congratulations to 

Miss Seminole Cherelee Hall demonstrates how to make Miss Semino i e cherelee Hall for a won- 

turtle shell shakers during the Miss Indian World Pageant. derful performance. 


David DeHass Meets With Hawaii’s Senator Inouye 



Tabitha Osceola 


Hollywood Board Representative David DeHass (right) and Hawaiian 
Senator Daniel K. Inouye. 


By Tabitha Osceola 

WASHINGTON, DC — On Thursday April 1, Senator Daniel K. 
Inouye D-HI and Board Representative David DeHass met to discuss the 
Seminole Citrus and Cattle Programs. Board members Paul Bowers Sr. 
and Johnny Jones were looking forward to meeting the senator as well, but 
were unable to attend at the last minute. 

During the meeting, DeHass asked Senator Inouye what he could 
do for the Seminoles Tribe. DeHass said the Seminole Citrus program is 
suffering due to citrus being imported from other countries. 

He informed the senator that, currently, a bushel cost 84-cents to 
produce and is only selling for 41 -cents on the market. DeHass also told 
the senator that because of the other minorities, the Seminoles have been 
set aside in getting their beef a Grade A status. 

He went on further to discuss contracting the Seminoles to pro- 
vide both citrus and beef to the United States military. The Senator 
responded by stating “I’ll be happy to help you,” and later told DeHass to 
“put in writing what you propose to sell and I’ll put you with the right 
people.” 

After the meeting, DeHass was very excited about the possibility 
of having a contract with the U.S. Government; he stated “this would be 
the first time the Seminoles ever had a contract with the Government.” 


Tribal Council Holds 
Special Meeting 

By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On Tuesday April 27, the Tribal 
Council held a special meeting. All council members and liaisons 
were present. 

The first five items on the Tribal Council’s agenda were 
from the consent agenda, and therefore, they are of a routine 
nature. Executive Administrator Ken Fields discussed these items 
and recommended that the council pass them without further dis- 
cussion. They passed all resolutions unanimously. 

These items included purchasing new software from 
Deloitte & Touche USA, LLP, a consulting firm. Fields said this 
will “help institute the new software system we’re putting in for 
better financial management.” 

Three of the items on the consent agenda had to do with 
the Ford Motor Credit Company’s Indian Tribal Lease-Purchase 
Agreement. In one resolution, the Tribal Council approved the 
addition of more garbage pick-up trucks to the Big Cypress, 
Brighton and Hollywood reservations. 

The second item dealing with the Ford Motor Credit 
Company allowed for the purchase of two long-reach excavators. 
These excavators will be “used by the Water Resources 
Department to maintain the waterways on the Brighton and Big 
Cypress reservation,” according to Fields. 

The third item the council approved allowed for the pur- 
chase of a backhoe loader for the Utilities Department. Fields said 
this machine will help maintain the utilities on tribal reservations. 
The final item on this agenda dealt with an amendment to the 
Seminole Tribe’s workers compensation policy. 

Two other items on the council’s agenda were from the 
regular agenda. Both were passed unanimously by the Tribal 
Council. 

Of the two items on the regular agenda, the first one dealt 
with Section 184 Loans. In 1994, Congress established the Section 
1 84 Indian Housing Loan Guarantee Program. This program offers 
property rehabilitation, home ownership, and new construction 
opportunities for eligible tribes, as well as Native American indi- 
viduals and families wanting to own a home on their native lands. 

The second item on the regular agenda dealt with the 
establishment of a funds transfer policy. At the time of the meet- 
ing, the tribe did not have a funds transfer system. However, after 
this resolution passed, one will soon be implemented. 


Brighton Veterans Chapter 
Plan for New Facility 

By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On April 30 the Brighton Chapter of 
Seminole veterans held their monthly meeting at the Countryside 
Cafe. 

Wonder Johns opened the meeting with a word of prayer 
followed by the reading of the minutes by the chapter’s secretary, 
Lois Smith. The group of veterans has been approved for a piece 
of land designated to be the site for their Veteran’s center. 

There were four sets of design plans presented at the 
meeting for the members to view and give input on. The group is 
still waiting on one more set of plans before making the final deci- 
sion about how the new building will be laid out. 

Vice President, Stanlo Johns, said “We want something 
that looks good.” 

On Saturday May 15, the members plan to meet at the 
building site to lay the culvert which will lead the way for the 
project. 

The veterans are also planning a ground breaking cere- 
mony before construction begins which will be announced once a 
date is set. The Brighton veterans have had a long time desire to 
start coming together and meeting as a group, but until recently, 
this had not happened. 

They look forward to having meetings with all of the vet- 
erans from other reservations and coming up with ideas to assist 
and meet the needs of all the Seminole men and women who 
served for their country. 

Brighton veterans Chapter officers: President John Wayne 
Huff Sr., Vice President Stanlo Johns, Secretary Lois Smith and 
Chaplin Wonder Johns. 


Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Inc. Meets in Hollywood 

By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
held a meeting on Tuesday April 20. Jim Talik, Executive 
Administrator, went through the meeting agenda. 

Talik turned it over to Fred Hopkins, the Real Estate 
Department Director, who spoke about the first two items on the 
agenda. These items dealt with the approval of two homesite leas- 
es, one for Mitchell Buck Osceola and the other for Lawana 
Osceola Niles, containing cow pasture land on the Brighton 
Reservation. 

Hopkins explained that in order for the board to approve 
these leases, Osceola and Niles must install a five-strand barbed 
wire fences on the respective properties. The board unanimously 
approved these homesite leases. 

The second resolution called for the removal of a 1 992 
Chevrolet truck that has been abandoned on the Big Cypress reser- 
vation. The Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. intended to donate the 
truck back to the community. 

The next item the board voted on had to do with an 
advancement loan program. Bob Maza, Credit & Finance 
Department Director, said this will help the tribe’s loan program 
compete with outside banks’ loan programs. Maza said this will 
benefit the tribe because the interest from loans given by the tribe 
will go back to the tribe, rather than going to outside sources. 

He then spoke about the next resolution, which dealt with 
the procedures which will happen in the event of the death of a 
tribal citizen who had taken out a loan. Maza said the best method 
of dealing with this is to establish a reserve, or an internal fund. 
The board approved both unanimously. 

Next, Travis Trueblood, General Counsel for the Board, 
asked the board to approve a resolution that will allow for the cre- 
ation of a state-chartered corporate entity. He said this will help 
the tribe since, when they attempt to enter into business ventures, 
companies want to over-charge them. The board approved this 
unanimously. 

Lastly, the board approved a resolution for the purchase 
of the Lakeport Lodge, a 24-unit building, which includes office 
space and a 150-person ballroom. The lodge is located in 
Lakeport, Fla. 
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Grand Opening of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Commemoritve Issue of The Seminole Tribune 

History. . . 

Culture . . . 
Enterprises . . . 

Learn about rich history the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. In this colorful 64 
page booklet, there is something for 
everyone, from students, history buffs 
and academic researchers. Don’t miss 
this great opportunity to take home the 
only informative resource that covers 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s history, 
culture and enterprises. 

Please send check or money order in the amount of $8 to The Seminole Tribune, 
Commemorative Booklet, 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FT 33024. Or order 
online at www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace. For more information please call 
(800) 683-7800 ext. 1266. 



Attention Tribal Citizens 

All tribal citizens of The Seminole Tribe of Florida 

who live out of state are eligible to receive a 
free subscription of The Seminole Tribune. 

Please fill out the information below and mail to: 

The Seminole Tribune 

6300 Stirling Road, Room 225 - Hollywood, FL 33024 


Name. 


Tribal Roll Number 


Address. 


City State Zip. 


Phone. 


E-mail. 


Additional Info 

As soon as we receive this information, your subscription will 
be mailed to you. Thank you very much. 


Announcement Form 

Attention Seminole tribal citizens and employees: If you would like to 
submit an announcement (birthday, baby, marriage, etc.) to The Seminole 
Tribune , and to insure correct spelling, please fill out the information provided 
below. If you have any questions about deadlines, etc., please call The Seminole 
Tribune at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1267, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Our fax num- 
ber is (954) 967-3482. Thanks. 

Please Write Your Announcement Below (Please Print Clearly) 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 


MOTHER: 


FATHER: 


CHILDREN: 


GRANDPARENTS: 


CLAN: (OPTIONAL) 

If you would like your photos mailed back to you, 
please include your mailing address. 


The Seminole Tribune 


f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the editor, 
Michael Kelly at (800) 683-7800, 


Ext. 1267. E-mail 
mkelly@semtribe.com, fax 
(954) 967-3482, or mail to: The 
Seminole Tribune, 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024, 



T he following deadlines 

apply to all submissions for 
inclusion into the Tribune : 

Issue: June 11, 2004 

Deadline: May 28, 2004 

Issue: July 2, 2004 

Deadline: June 18, 2004 

Issue: July 23, 2004 

Deadline: July 9, 2004 

Issue: August 13, 2004 

Deadline: July 30, 2004 


Editor-in-Chief: 

Virginia Mitchell 

Editor: 

Michael Kelly 
Assistant Editor: 
Shelley Marmor 
Business Manager: 
Linda Jim 
Receptionist: 
Darline Buster 


Graphic Designer: 

Melissa Sherman 
Graphic Design 
Assistant: 
Stephen Galla, 
Reporters: 

Iretta Tiger, 
Adelsa Williams 
Photo Archivist/Reporter: 
Felix DoBosz 


Contributors: 

Alexandra Frank, Emma Brown, 
Judy Weeks, Kenny Bayon, Gary Bitner, 
Lucy Evanicki, Michael Goodman, Nery 
Mejicano, Randi Simmons, 

Susan Etxebarria and Tabitha Osceola 


Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 

Advertising: 

Advertising Rates along with sizes 
and other information may be down- 
loaded from the internet at: 
www. seminoletribe . com/tribune 

Postmaster: 

Send Address Changes to 
The Seminole Tribune 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024. 


The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association. Letters/e-mails to 
the editor must be signed and may be edit- 
ed for publication. Subscription rate is $30 
per year by mail. Make checks payable to 
The Seminole Tribune , 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, FL 33024. Phone: 
(954) 967-3416. Fax: (954) 967-3482. 
Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 
© Seminole Tribe of Florida 


Mother’s Day... The Most Important Day Of The Year 


O ur mothers have been our inspiration throughout 

our lives. We should be celebrating them everyday. 
They have looked after us, taught us our culture, 
been there to wipe our tears when we were down, and 
cheered for us when things were going right. 

I am grateful that my mother, Mary Frances 
Cypress, is there for me because she is my rock and my 
strength. Just knowing that my mom is around gives me 
the extra courage to continue to strive for the best for my 
people. 

Please give your mom a kiss on the check and 
thank her for all she has sacrificed for you. Cherish the 
time you have with her, and let her know that she is loved. 
Happy Mother’s Day! 




Mitchell Cypress, Chairman 



Letters & E-mail 


6300 Stirling Road Hollywood, FL 33024 tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Editor, 

Is it possible to get a large photo 
for classroom use of a chickee hut show- 
ing the floor/inside living quarters and an 
external view? If so please send to 
wpes sini@y ahoo . com. 

I’ve tried to explain to my stu- 
dents what the hut looks like as we’re 
reading a book called the Missing ‘Gator 
of Gumbo Limbo and it makes reference 
to one. Thank you. 

Paul 

kids44@rcn.com 
Dear Paul ', 

For information about chickees 
go to www.seminoletribe.com/culture/chick- 
ee.shtml there is a brief story about chick- 
ees and at the bottom of the page click 
on “ see more photos 99 or go to 
www. semtribe. com/culture/chickee- 
gallery.shtml for an inside view. 

Dear Editor, 

Hello. There was an article in the 
recent edition of the Men s Journal that 
listed your internet address www. semino- 
letribe. com for learning how to alligator 
wrestle, that you actually have alligator 
wrestling training, like an intro-type day 
instruction course. Do you know how to 
find out about it? I was unable to find 
information on the website. You may be 
getting more emails like this one since 
you were listed in the current issue of the 
magazine. Could you please give me 
information? I look forward to hearing 
back from you. Thanks so much. 

George and Anna Thorpe 

elphabala@hotmail.com 

Dear Anna and George Thorpe , 

Although alligator wrestling is a 
popular tourist attraction here in South 
Florida , for the safety of both you and 
the alligator , we would not post instruc- 
tions about how to alligator wrestle. 
According to Lucy Evanicki of Billie 
Swamp Safari ', and Buster Baxley of 
Seminole Okalee Village and Museum , 
they have never offered any crash cours- 
es for amateurs. If you are interested 
about the history of Seminole and alliga- 
tor wrestling “The Enduring Semin oles 
From Alligator Wrestling to Ecotourism 99 
can be purchased on the Seminole Tribe 
website. 

Dear Editor, 

I am interested in purchasing an 
audio cassette tape of music, singing and 
one or two different Hard Rock cafe lapel 
pins do you have them for sale by mail 
order or at your museum, or online mar- 
ketplace? 

Charles R. Foxx Jr. 

fxtwn2hilo@mindspring.com 

Dear Charles , 

Audio tapes and CDs can be 
purchased at our website however at this 
time you will have to stop by one our 
Hard Rock Hotels & Casino 9 s to pur- 
chase a lapel or two. 

Dear Editor-In-Chief, 

I just wanted to say thanks for 
the paper, and you guys are doing a great 
job; so keep up the good work. And, also 
the paper is getting well known up now. 
Well anyway, it's good to know what’s 
going on out there. That’s all I wanted to 
say. Here is a poem for all Native broth- 
ers/sisters. 

Thank you, 

John Harjo 

Native American 10 Commandments 

The Earth is our mother, take care of her 


Honor all your relations 

Open your heart and soul to the Great 

Spirit 

Life is sacred: Treat all beings with 
respect 

Take from the Earth what is needed and 
nothing more 

Do what needs to be done, what is need- 
ed, and nothing more 
Give constant thanks to the Great Spirit 
for each new day 

Speak the truth, but only of the good in 
others 

Follow the rhythm of nature, rise and 
retire with the sun 

Enjoy life s journey, but leave no tracks 

Dear Editor, 

Do you know of the Metis tribe? 

Brenda 

krookedacres@centurytel.net 
Dear Brenda , 

Go to our web ring www.indian- 
circle.com that lists all of the federally 
recognized tribes in the United States or 
the BIA 9 s (Bureau of Indian Affairs) 
website http://www. doi.gov/bureau-indi- 
an-affairs.html they may be able to help 
you. 

Dear Editor, 

Hello there! I am a 4th grade 
teacher at Palm Beach Public in West 
Palm Beach, Florida. I am interested in 
finding out if there is a Seminole Indian 
that would come to my class to speak 
about Florida history and the Seminole 
Indian tribe. 

Do you have speakers that will 
go to classrooms? Thank you for your 
help in answering this question. 

Bonnie Strohl 
Palm Beach Public 

Dear Ms. Strohl, 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida 9 s 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum does have per- 
sonnel who can make classroom presen- 
tations. However, there is a cost for this 
service. Please contact Peggy Osceola at 
the museum 9 s development office on the 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation for 
particulars. The phone number is (954) 
965-2424. 

Sincerely, 

David M. Blackard 
Museum Director 

Dear Editor, 

My name is Terry Pattishall and I 
am the Band Director at Lake Mary High 
School in Lake Mary, Fla. We are current- 
ly working on a piece titled “Council 
Oak” by David Gillingham, based on sev- 
eral lines from the poem of the same 
name by Moses Jumper Jr. I am very 
interested in locating a complete version 
of this poem. Any help you could give me 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Thanks, 

Terry Pattishall 

Terry_Pattishall@scps.kl2.fl.us 
Dear Terry, 

Here is a copy of the poem. 

The Council Oak 

One day I walked beneath the council oak or 
council tree 

I thought to myself if he could talk, what would 
he say to me? 

Would he tell me how he shaded and provided for 
the inhabitants of this land 
And how through history, all things were changed 
by man 

I know he would speak of the Seminoles ’ early 
day 

When, beneath his branches, the children would 


play 

Then came a time when decisions had to be met 
And, within his shade, the meeting tables were set 
Some of the faces, the oak said, were never honest 
and true 

They only thought of themselves as the chosen few 
Yet many were there who were true in what they 
said 

And these were the ones that ultimately led 
The oak went on as if to say that in those times 
the people were happy in their way 
The oak remembered distinctly those men and 
women of the past 

Because of them, this nation is where it is at last 
The heated arguments, the finances at an all time 
low 

But together the oak and Seminole would eventu- 
ally grow 

And within the Seminole homes there may have 
been no door 

But the oak proudly said you could never tell 

these people they were poor 

And as the old oak went on to tell, I want to tell 

you something this day 

There is a comparison here I want you to see 

Of how the Seminoles are like this mighty oak tree 

You see, together as a seed we both once grew 

But not all went on, just a dismal few 

Some nations and trees have fallen in their 

attempt to grow 

Perhaps defeated, trodden and weakened to slow 
But in years, we have faced the storm and rain 
Stood above the flood, as in stature we ’d gain 
Our weak branches would soon falter and fall to 
the ground 

But the roots of our faith would soon abound 

And the leaves of life would fade from the blister 

of death, from the winter sting 

Only to be replaced with another life in the spring 

And above all, we knew, from the tip of our heads 

to the roots below the sod 

That we were together, created through the grace 

of a living God 

And with this, the old oak gave a joyous sigh 
For I knew he represented a way of life that 
would never die 

— Moses Jumper Jr. 

From the book ‘ Echoes in the Wind, ” a collec- 
tion of poems by Moses Jumper Jr. 

Dear Editor, 

Requesting info on your Texas 
Hold’em games at the casino. What limits 
to you provide to your customers? I’ll 
play any limits between 3-6 and 15-30. 
Also; if I book a room in Ft. Lauderdale, 
how far am I from Hollywood? I can be 
reached at 

DammGamblers@vzavenue.net. 

Best Regards, 

C.P. 

P.S. I never knew there were casinos in 
Florida! 

Hello C.R, 

Regarding your question about 
Texas Hold 9 em, the existing Hollywood 
facility on the southwest corner of 
Stirling Road and US 441 offers Texas 
Hold 9 em-$l and $2, and Straight $2. We 
also offer no limit multi-tables and single 
table tournaments. 

Fort Lauderdale is about 10 
minutes northeast of Hollywood. The 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
will be opening on May 11, and we will 
offer similar games at our new facility. 

Thanks and we hope that you 
will enjoy our new Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. If there is anything else 
we can help you with, please let us know. 
You may reach us at (866) 2-CASINO. 
Sincerely, 

Your operations team at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino 
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(L-R) Margaret Wilcox, Bessie Tommie, Minnie Tommie and Marie Tommie pick out a favorite design. 


Fort Pierce Keeps Up with Tradition 

By Holly Billie (772) 467-2454, Jacqueline Isles, Ft. Pierce Family 

FORT PIERCE — It was an exciting day Services, at (772) 467-2454, or Holly Billie, Brighton 
when the Seminole Tribe opened the doors of their Medical Social Worker, at (863) 763-0271. 
new offices in Ft. Pierce, Fla. 

Eager to share their knowledge of 
Seminole culture and tradition, 
both Marie Tommie and Minnie 
Tommie agreed to join the Ft. 

Pierce staff as instructors of 
Seminole Indian design and 
sewing techniques. 

Both women are willing 
to teach other tribal members about 
the local history, Seminole lan- 
guage, and crafts specific to the 
Seminole culture. The invitation to 
join them is open to not only the 
Ft. Pierce residents, but to anyone 
who would like to benefit from the 
learning opportunities these dedi- 
cated instructors offer. 

Classes are available from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For 
more information regarding this 
culture program, contact one of the 
following individuals: Margaret 
Wilcox, Ft. Pierce Reception, at 



Holly Billie 

(L-R) Marie Tommie and Bessie Tommie enjoy picking out colors for 
patchwork designs. 


Puppet Stage at DSO Adds Fun to Learning 


Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — Like Bob the Builder, 
Randy Jackson knows how to build things, from 
oversized picture frames to houses. So when 
Language Director Jo Motlow North wanted to con- 
struct a specialized puppet stage for their department, 
she knew exactly who to ask. 

Jackson, who currently works for the pre- 
school department, was previously employed in the 


building and grounds department, making needed 
repairs around the Dorothy Scott Osceola (DSO) 
Building. He was often asked to work on special proj- 
ects for the library, culture and preschool depart- 
ments. But his biggest project was yet to come. 

Standing seven feet tall and nearly 11 -feet in 
length, the colorful puppet stage offers the language 
department a terrific visual when teaching to young 
children. The stage is located on the second floor of 


the DSO, right next to the kitchen area. 

“I enjoyed building and painting it,” said 
Jackson. “The stage is not only a great teaching tool 
for the preschoolers, but can be used for older stu- 
dents and adults as well.” 

The stage exterior has a painted border, done 
in the traditional (medicine) colors of the Seminole 
Tribe, white, black, red, and yellow. Stencils of each 
clan appear, as does leafy vines and other vibrant 
designs. 

Besides the pleasing colors, there 
are a few features that make this stage stand 
out. Instead of an ordinary black curtain, a 
patchwork one will be sewn by students par- 
ticipating in the culture program. The sound 
system consists of a karaoke machine, a 
CD/cassette player, and microphones. 

Special sound effects such as echo can be 
added to vocals when performing. Two 
round speakers sit at the top of each end of 
the solid wood stage, adding better quality 
sound. 

As an added feature, two multi-col- 
ored sets of track lighting were installed to 
brighten the stage. Various types of Native 
American music fill the room, creating just 
the right atmosphere for the performers, like 
musician and puppeteer Paul Buster. 

Although Jackson doesn’t profess 
to be an artist, he enjoyed the chance to 
paint something that is both educational and 
fun. The stencils Jackson used were created 
by talented artist Erica Dietz, the Preschool 
Program Developer. If you visit the pre- 
school department, you’ll see her artwork 
proudly displayed on each of the four walls. 
Seminole Language Instructor and 
artist Herbert Jim helped design the stage. He lent his 
artistic touch by painting the crawling green vines, 
which helped complete the project. 

The language department appreciates all the 
hard work Jackson put in to creating the stage and 
will no doubt, utilize it as much as possible. 

“I love seeing the young children’s faces 
when they see the stage for the first time, it’s like. . . 
wow!” said Jackson. 



Randy Jackson stands behind his creative project. 


Michael Kelly 
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Seminoles Enjoy New Life 
Experience in Germany 



Michael Goodman 


(L-R) Scarlett Jumper Young, Victor Billie, Lucille Jumper and 
Herbert Jim representing the Seminole Tribe of Florida in Germany. 


By Michael Goodman 

BERLIN, GERMANY — 

Waiting to board the Virgin Airways 
747 jet in Miami, Lucille Jumper, 

Scarlett Jumper Young, Victor Billie 
and Herbert Jim anxiously awaited 
their first journey across the Atlantic 
Ocean. Unknown to them, their trip to 
Berlin, Germany would be much more 
than they ever thought. 

The foursome represented the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida in “See 
Native America-One Nation at a 
Time,” a first ever cultural exchange 
sponsored by The United States 
Commercial Service and American 
Embassy in Berlin. In addition, their 
important role included performances 
in the See America Pavilion at ITB, 
the world’s largest annual tourism 
trade show. 

“This was a brand new expe- 
rience, especially for a boy from the 
Everglades. It was my first time out of 
the state and to Europe,” said Victor 
Billie. 

This historic event educated 
German children and their families 
about Native Americans and promoted 
travel to Fort Lauderdale and other tribal nation land- 
marks. Victor, Lucille, Scarlett and Herbert joined 
other traditional musicians, singers, dancers and sto- 
rytellers representing some ten Native American 
nations at the John F. Kennedy School in Berlin. 

“It was an honor for me to be there to repre- 
sent our culture,” said Lucille Jumper. 

We opened the door for the German people 
to enter our world and see who we really are. And it 
was also great for me to experience Germany and 
learn about the history and meet some of the people 
there.” 


“Growing up, I was taught not to 
share too much of our culture and 
open our hearts, but sharing brings 
learning and new friends.” 

— Victor Billie 


The Cayuse, Umatilla and Walla Walla 
Tribes of Oregon, Pueblo Picuris, Navajo Nation and 
the Miccosukee Tribe joined the Seminole Tribe to 
share centuries of traditions. The program included a 
tribal flag bearing, storytelling, historic references 
and a variety of dances. 

“Our cultures are a little different, but we are 
all red skins and live on the same mother land. It was 
like being with my family,” said Billie. 

The Seminole Tribe led the other tribal rep- 
resentatives and a majority of the audience in the 
Friendship Dance. The following day, the groups 
returned to the school and educated two large audi- 
ences about the Seminole Tribe. 

“Representing the Seminole Tribe, it was a 
wonderful opportunity for me to work with the other 
tribal nations. We learn from each other and together 


we are one people as Native Americans,” said Scarlett 
Jumper Young. 

In addition to the well-received cultural 
exchange events, The Seminole Tribe was very visi- 
ble during ITB. For three consecutive days, con- 
sumers had the opportunity to see Seminole dance 
performances in the See America Pavilion and to reg- 
ister to win a family vacation package. 

Herbert Jim said, “It is important that we 
educate others about our culture. In Germany, the 
people got to see that we exist and that we are not the 
same as they might have seen on television or read in 
books. No matter where I am, I always remember that 
I am a representative of the tribe and with that comes 
responsibility to be a good citizen and to make a good 
impression for our people. It is the right thing to 
do-Sha Na Bish Sha.” 

More than 5,000 people visited the Seminole 
Tribe sponsored booth and registered to win a 
Seminole Tribe of Florida/Fort Lauderdale Family 
Vacation. Doris Dolgner of Berlin was the winner and 
she will travel later this year to enjoy roundtrip air- 
fare compliments of Delta Airlines, 5-night stay at the 
new Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, two- 
day/one-night stay at Billie Swamp Safari with passes 
to enjoy all tours, rides and shows, including the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, $1,000 Sawgrass Mills’ shop- 
ping certificate, world famous Mai Kai dinner and 
show and complimentary car rental from Dollar Rent- 
A-Car. 

“All we want is to live our simple dreams 
and hopes and be Indians. I hope that the German 
people understood my message and will welcome us 
back again,” Billie concluded. 

Lucille, Scarlett, Victor and Herbert all 
expressed the desire to return to Germany and to visit 
other places as a representative of the Seminole Tribe. 
Plans are underway to reunite the tribal nations at 
ITB in Germany next year. 
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Brighton Welcomes New Housing 
Department Coordinator Cecitie Thomas 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The Seminole 
Tribe’s housing department in Brighton wel- 
comes Cecilia Thomas on board as the 
Housing Coordinator. Thomas will be oversee- 
ing day-to-day housing issues and concerns on 
the Brighton, Tampa, and eventually Ft. Pierce 
reservations. 

She will also be in charge of routine 
rental house inspections, repairs, and mainte- 
nance problems as needed. The Brighton hous- 
ing office is also available to assist home own- 
ers in certain areas of need. For those of you 
on the housing waiting list please remember to 
stop in at the housing office and update your 
housing application, which must be updated 
yearly. 

The housing department staff is also 
in the process learning about the various types 
of loan programs that the tribe’s loan depart- 
ment has to offer so that they will be able to 
answer questions during the process of buying 
a home. Whatever your housing needs may be 
Thomas and all of the tribal housing staff are 
ready to assist. 


Cecilie Thomas 



Emma Brown 


Betty Goosens Takes New Position with 
Tribal Career Development Program 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On April 19, Betty 
Goosens began her new position as director of the 
tribal career development program for the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. She will be providing services to 
tribal citizens which will help ensure more Seminoles 
are working in management position within the 
tribe’s gaming and hospitality sectors. 

“[I will be] helping tribal members have a 
real opportunity to find a career in the tribe’s single 
most important business and train to become the 
future managers of this business,” Goosens said. 

In this new position, Goosens said she will 
be recruiting new applicants from all reservations for 
the career development program. She said her other 
duties will include: providing a blend of on-the-job 
technical training, specialized classroom training, a 
wide range of seminars and workshops dedicated to 
management best practices, mentoring and work 


experience, being a liaison between trainee and 
departments, and taking care of problems or issues 
that may arise for the trainee and/or department. 

Goosens said that helping develop manage- 
ment skills is important because without these skills, 
the entire staff, as well as the company they work for, 
will suffer. 

“When you put people in administrative 
positions without any prior training or experience, 
basically you are setting them up for failure,” she 
said. 

This program is open to all tribal members 
and their dependents, ages 1 8 and older. Program 
attendees must also have a GED or high school diplo- 
ma, and prior work experience. 

The tribal career development program is 
first-come-first- serve, so reserve your spot before it’s 
too late. For more information, please contact Betty 
Goosens at (954) 364-4169, Ext. 191. 


Homebuyer Education Class 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On April 28, the Tribal 
Loan Department, along with Employment and 
Training, hosted a homebuyer education class for 
tribal citizens and employees. More than 20 people 
came to learn about the options they have to build, 
buy, or renovate a home. 

Ken Goosens, from the loan department, 
provided the group with a wealth of information such 
as how to qualify for a loan, getting assistance from 
the tribe, how to check and repair your credit, proce- 
dures to buying a home, loan programs, and how to 


begin construction or renovating a home. The tribe’s 
loan department will assist members through each 
step of purchasing a home and will make sure to get 
the best loan available for individuals. 

“We are with you the entire way,” Goosens 

said. 

Whether you are looking to buy, renovate or 
build a new home the loan department is willing to 
assist you through the process. For more informa- 
tion, contact the Loan Department at (954) 966- 
6300, ext. 1287. 
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Video Cattle Auction Brings Top Prices 

By Susan Etxbebarria 

The Seminole Tribe’s 2004 Annual Calf Sale was held 
April 23 via the Superior Livestock Auction’s video cattle auction. 

Bidders throughout the United States made their bids on Seminole 
cattle. 

“Our cattle did very well,” said Don Robertson, Natural 
Resources Director of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. “Cattle 
prices are very high.” 

Broadcasted live via satellite on Dish Network, Channel 
9409, DirectTV, Channel 379 and G13 Channel 24 on c-Band from 
the Superior Livestock Auction’s office and studio in the historic 
Fort Worth Stockyards, the cattle sale was watched at the Brighton 
Agriculture Center with great interest by tribe members. 

It was a joyous day with cattle prices being the best in 
years. According to Robertson, the cattle shortage in the U.S. had a 
lot to do with the prices as well as the growing popularity of beef 
due to the low-carb dieting craze. 

Shipping dates for Brighton cattle will be July 19-24. 

Shipping dates for Big Cypress cattle will by July 26-29. Shipping 
dates for Board cattle will be July 13-16. 

Prices are as follows: 


Residential Chokoloskee Lots for Sale 


BIG CYPRESS CATTLE PRICES 


Base wt. 

#HD/Kind 

Price 

400 

20 sm. strs. 

118.50 

500 

192 med. strs. 

104.00 

575 

165 big strs. 

101.00 

400 

120 sm. hfrs. 

110.25 

500 (split) 

144 big hfrs. 

100.00 

500 (load) 

144 big hrfs. 

99.75 

BRIGHTON 

CALLTE PRICES 


Base wt. 

#HD/Kind 

Price 

425 

226 sm. strs. 

116.50 

500 

576 med. strs. 

104.75 

600 

560 big strs. 

99.00 

420 

230 sm. hfrs. 

107.25 

525 

644 big hfrs. 

99.50 

SEMINOLE 

TRIBE OF FLORIDA, INC. 

CATTLE OPERATIONS 


Board cattle #1 (Micco) 


Base wt. 

Kind 

Price 

520 

370 strs. 

102.75 

480 

300 hfrs. 

100.00 


Submitted by Real Estate Services 

HOLLYWOOD — The Real Estate 
Services Department is known to most tribal citizens 
for assistance when applying for a lease or permit 
for the use of tribal land for a home site, business or 
other purpose. In addition to this important service, 
the department maintains an inventory of real estate 
property owned by the tribe or tribal entity. 

Included in the current inventory are five 
residential lots located on Chokoloskee Island just 
outside Everglades City. Although the tribe has 
received purchase offers on four of the lots, the tribal 


council has directed that any interested tribal citizen 
be given the opportunity to make an offer before a 
property is sold. A description of the lots and pur- 
chase price is as follows: 


Property 
Lot 123 
Lot 139 
Lot 140 
Lot 141 


Folio Number 
26088563006 
26088579003 
26088580005 
26088581004 


Size 
+/- 15,000 sf 
+/- 15,000 sf 
+/- 14,000 sf 
+/- 16,000 sf 


Price 
$100,001 
$100,001 
$100,001 
$100,001 


For additional information, please contact 
real estate services at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1103. 


Seminole Police Department Crime Statistics 

March 2004 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

Number of 
Offenses 

Total Value 
Property 
Stolen 

Total 

Arrests 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Caucasian 

Black 

American 

Indian 

Asian 

Murder 












Sex Offense 

4 


2 



2 




2 


Robbery 

3 

$580 

1 



1 


1 




Aggravated Battery 

6 


5 

1 


2 

2 

2 


3 


Battery 

13 


7 



5 

2 

2 

2 

3 


Burglary 

18 

$18643 

8 



8 


8 




Larceny 

26 

$36152 

4 

2 


2 


2 

2 



Motor Vehicle Theft 

3 

$68780 

1 



1 


1 






Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests 

Drug Type 

Amount 

Value 

Marijuana (grams) 

25.8 

$106 

Cocaine (grams) 

1.14 

$240 

Crack Cocaine (grams) 



Alprazolam / Xanax (pills) 



Oxycodone (pills) 



Oxycontin (pills) 



Crystal Methamphetamines 



Other Narcotics (pills) 




Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

hefen 

Asian 

DUI 

2 



2 


1 


1 


Stolen Property 










Weapons Violation 










Liquor Law Violation 










Miscellaneous 

14 

1 


11 

4 

6 

4 

5 


Drugs (Possession / Sale) 

7 



5 

2 

5 


2 



Arrested? License Problems? 


“Well Stand Up For You!" 

• Suspended License • Felonies 

• Revoked License • Misdemeanors 

• Traffic Tickets 

•DU1 • Nursing Home Neglect 


The Law Offices of 

Guy f Seligman, RA* 


320 SE 9th Street • Fort Lauderdale. FL 33316 I 

954-760-7600 I 


I he hiring an atten>sy e an nfiportajift that ahodiJ not be basad solely upon a^iettmeiifienlB. 

Gubnu ulxj dL'.pJ-. LdLik uii- L'J l;_i id yuu I PIT- 'atNIli i ribr inaliLfi abtxji our urn Jilhujlkx pj and l:h pur Lulu. 


BACK HUH • N ECK ™ • HEADACHES 
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Dr. Rush Can Help Yorj 



Dr, Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Bivd, * Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

[Loaned next lo Bally Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza.) 

We accept your Insurance plan. PFO r s, POS, Medicare, Auto Insurance also accepted. 
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Mother’s Day Crafts at the DSO Library 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On Thursday May 6, the Dorothy Scott 
Osceola (DSO) Library held a Mother’s Day crafts event. Children 
had the opportunity to create Mother’s Day cards, beaded necklaces, 
and other colorful projects out of construction paper, glue and lots of 
glitter! 

A fun feature was a poster display of education staff employ- 
ees, photographed as young children or babies, with their mothers. 
Look for other fun activities at the DSO Library. For more informa- 
tion, please call (954) 989-6840, Ext. 1225. 



Michael Kelly 


(L-R) Neyom Osceola and Taylor Osceola working on their 
Mother’s Day projects. 



Michael Kelly 

Neyom Osceola holds her “I love you” Mother’s 
Day message. 


What It Was Like Working With Billy Cypress 


By Peggy Davis-Osceola, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Staff 

Billy Cypress was a boss and a friend of thirty 
years, and an extraordinary human being to have known and 
worked with. 

As busy and important as his work was, he was still 
down to earth, simple, caring, humorous and cool, calm and 
collected. 

“How do you do it?” I asked him one day. 

I’m younger than you are and I can’t keep up with 
you, I told him. Your are up all night working on piles of 
paperwork or traveling back and forth from reservation to 
reservation through night and rain to make it to all his meet- 
ings and then head out to catch a plane to some state to 
replace a keynote speaker at some important conference to 
deliver a speech off the top of your head, without notes! 

He just shrugged his shoulder and said, “Ask him,” 
pointing up above. 

Billy came into the office one day whistling to the 
tune of the Otis Redding song, “Sitting on the Dock of the 
Bay,” and asking everyone what he missed while he was 
gone; though he always knew the latest news even before 
we did. So he would go on to tell us the latest joke he heard 
during his travel and put a smile on all our faces. 

With all his wisdom, he was always understanding 
and approachable, even when you had made an embarrass- 
ing mistake, he could see your sheepish face and say some- 
thing like “Well, what’s done is done, you’re learning from 


your mistakes just like I did.” 

He always gave encouragement and never under- 
mined your ability to accomplish a task. For instance, if he 
gave you an assignment to do and you felt he gave it to the 
wrong person, he would say, “Just keep it simple, think it 
out carefully, take your time and do it the best that you can 
with what you have to work with and you’ll do alright. I 
trust you, I have faith in you, and you can do it.” 

Billy was like a father I never had. Knowing I was 
a country girl from the woods of Oklahoma, he was always 
giving me advice about the ways of the city when our staff 
traveled. Reminding me about needing change for tips for 
various services at the airport, to the latest restaurant or 
movie he discovered. Once our staff was eating at a very 
elegant restaurant and I asked for ketchup for my steak, and 
you could hear a pin drop! When the waiter left, Tom 
Gallaher nudged me and said you’re insulting the cook, for 
asking for ketchup, trust me your steak will be so good you 
won’t need to put anything on it. 

Billy said, (in his country twang) “Peggy, I can take 
you out of the country, but I can’t take the country out of 
you!” Once again he made us all laugh and put a smile on 
our faces. 

There were a lot more funny and caring sides of 
Billy, these are just a few. Billy was indeed an extraordinary 
human being! 


Joel Frank Sr. Holds Vice 
Chairman Seat in AMERIND 
Risk Management Corporation 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — For the past 
three years, Joel Frank Sr., Director of Grants 
and Government Relations with the Seminole 
Tribe, has held the vice chairman seat at 
AMERIND Risk Management Corporation. 

Recently, AMERIND was selected to 
be the featured successful American corpora- 
tion on the national television production of 
Terry Bradshaw’s “Pick of the Week.” 
Producers set up two CNBC airing dates on 
April 20 and 22, which took place in 
Albuquerque, N.M. According to producers, 
AMERIND was selected among two dozen 
other companies based on its community out- 
reach to improve living 
conditions in Indian 
Country. 

The focal point 
of the video shoot was 
to recognize the unique 
qualities of AMERIND, 
being a multi-tribal self 
insured risk pool that 
helps its Native commu- 
nity. 

Prior to that air- 
ing, on February 24, 

Frank was interviewed 
separately at AMERIND 
headquarters in 
Albuquerque. 

Frank explained 
that back in the mid-80s, 
five major insurance 
companies were in a 
competitive battle and 
started sky rocketing 
their prices and bids, 
which turned out to be 
an amount that the U.S. 

Department of Urban Development (HUD) 
did not anticipate to spend for insurance cov- 
erage for housing authorities, which lead them 
to stop that service. Instead, they provided the 
housing authorities with monetary aid, so they 
could purchase insurance coverage them- 
selves. Later, with the aid provided by HUD, 
a group of housing authorities created a risk 
pool corporation, known today as AMERIND. 
This successful corporation is now a $30 to 
$40 million company that provides insurance 
coverage to Indian tribes nationwide. 

Currently, AMERIND provides cov- 
erage for all housing units, under management 
for the Seminole Tribe of Florida. This 
includes total replacement due to damages 
caused by a fire, a natural disaster, or if the 
unit is considered no longer livable. 

A sub-entity called Amerind 
Financial Services (AFSI) was created to offer 
affordable coverage specifically for housing 


units not under management and on reserva- 
tion land, for tribal members to be able to pro- 
tect their homes and personal properties. 

Frank commented that the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida was the first tribe in the 
nation to create a “shield program.” This pro- 
gram allows content coverage for seniors and 
other expenses such as relocation expenses for 
an individual while the existing unit is under 
repair, which is an expense that most of the 
outside insurance companies do not provide. 
Frank proudly said that since the creation of 
the shield program, other tribes were motivat- 
ed to start up similar programs for those in 
special needs or interest. 


AMERIND has also been an active 
partner in helping member tribes in southern 
California recover from that state’s worst nat- 
ural disaster. Firestorms destroyed more than 
1,200-acres and claimed more than 120 tribal 
homes, 12 of which were protected by 
AMERIND’S policies. 

“AMERIND, with support of Wal- 
Mart, has worked together and was able to 
provide approximately $43,000 in gift cards 
for the fire victims,” said Frank. “Doing 
things like that is kind of exciting.” 

In addition, the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs granted AMERIND section 17 federal 
corporation status, which is a project that has 
been in the works for approximately a year. 

“These are exciting times for 
AMERIND, said Frank, “We’re looking for- 
ward into the future for even better times, now 
as a federal corporation, maybe expanding 
from 40 million to over 100 million.” 



Michael Kelly 

Joel Frank Sr. recently appeared on cable news channel CNBC. 
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Mother’s Day Celebration 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

May 6, Hollywood tribal citizens 
gathered at the gymnasium for the 
annual community Mother’s Day 
dinner. Paul Buster performed 
while everyone socialized. Many 
dozens of roses were given to the 
women and several beautiful cen- 


terpieces were placed on each 
table. 

Following dinner, 
Hollywood Board Representative 
David DeHass wished everyone a 
Happy Mother’s Day, and held a 
raffle. Several items of turquoise 
jewelry were given as prizes. 

On Mother’s Day, a 

brunch was hosted 
in the ballroom of 
the Hard Rock 
Hotel. Every moth- 
er was given a red 
rose. 

One ques- 
tion was asked sev- 
eral times during 
the brunch buffet. 
“Where’s the 
grits?” Note to 
Hard Rock: 
Seminoles love 
their grits. 

During 

brunch, everyone 
shared their stories 
of events from the 
previous evening, 
the private party 
and show at the 
hotel. 

Happy 

Mother’s Day to all 
the women who 
play a role in any 
child’s life. 



Iretta Tiger 


Naomi Fewell shows off her new necklace from 
Hollywood Board Representitive David DeHass. 



Iretta Tiger 

All mom’s, including Elaine Aguilar, were given a rose. 



Iretta Tiger 


Mother of two, Melissa Metcalf, receives a gift from 
David DeHass. 


Mother’s Day Celebration in Big Cypress 



Nery Mejicano 

(L-R) Minnie Bert, Esther Buster, Ruby Osceola and Nancy Motlow 
enjoying a Mother’s Day meal. 


By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — On 

Wednesday May 6, the Big Cypress reser- 
vation celebrated Mother’s Day at the 
Senior Center. The center was nicely dec- 
orated with beautiful flowers, balloons 
and colorful tables. The activities included 
a game of bingo in which all participated, 
a few won, and everyone enjoyed. 

This was followed by a skillful 


Mitchell Cypress was on hand 
to give a few dart throwing tips 
and President Moses Osceola stopped by 
to wish a happy day to all the mothers 
attending. 

A raffle was held and after a few 
lucky winners were called, lunch was 


served. The food was great and as always 
Cecilia Solano and her staff at the Senior 
Center did a wonderful job decorating and 
ensuring that all attending were treated to 
a tasteful meal as well as a great time. 


game of darts, most of which 
hit the target and some finding 
the back wall. Chairman 


Nery Mejicano 

Louise Billie and her grandchild. 


Mother’s Day Celebrated at Crazy J’s 


By Randi M. Simmons 

TAMPA — The Tampa commu- 
nity held a festive Mother’s Day 
Celebration on Saturday May 1 . 

The decision to hold it a week 
early came about because the grand open- 
ing celebration for the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood was 
scheduled for May 8. 

Even though moms would not 
have complained about com- 
bining the two occasions, the 
Tampa field office and recre- 
ation department planned it so 
one event would not interfere 
with the other. They wanted to 
have one whole day just for 
the mothers to relax and enjoy 
themselves. It turned out great! 

It was a fun- filled day 
for all that attended. The day 
started as golfers took aim at 
who could be closest to the 
pin. This was actually a roll- 
over of events, originally post- 
poned due to some bad weath- 
er conditions this past Easter. 

Winners were as follows: 

Seniors- 1. Peggy 
Cubis; 2. Linda O. Henry; 3. 

Arnulfo Garcia; 4. Annie 
Henry. 

Women- 1. Connie 
Osceola; 2. Jackie Smith; 3. Barbara 
Cypress; 4. Joanie Henry. 

Men-1. Frankie Moore; 2. 

Ronnie Doctor; 3. Paul Simmons; 4. Chris 
Jimmie. 

Girls-1. Desiree Dubois; 2. 

Sierra Simmons. 

Boys-1. Devin Doctor; 2. 
Maverick Osceola. 

The bouncy house and water 
slide were happily being invaded by the 
young ones who came prepared with 
swim suits, shorts and tank tops. They all 
took a time out when they saw that the 
snow cone machine was in action, except 
for little Desmond Miller, who’s almost 
two-years-old and son of Amanda Lee 
Sisneroz and David Miller. He looked just 
like a miniature Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
player running around with a football, 
with his mind solely focused on it. 

For the luncheon, Bobby Henry 
said blessings and spoke of the great 
appreciation for our mothers and the guid- 
ance and love they have shown us along 
the way. A perfect example of that love 
was when mother Debbie Henry went and 
got her daughter out of a big pile of sand 
that day. Phaydra, her daughter, had tried 
to dig into a big hole that a turtle had 
made. 

One of the other children had 
tossed Phaydra’s ball she was playing 
with into the turtle’s hole. She was dig- 
ging away after it, quite determined to get 
it back. Apparently the turtle had climbed 
on top of the ball and was not moving off 


of it. Although Phaydra didn’t get the ball 
back, she still has all her fingers! 

Later in the day, a catered buffet 
style dinner was prepared by First Choice. 
To top off the evening, there were two 
cakes, one inscribed with Happy Mother’s 
Day, and the other one read Happy 
Birthday Kanika. 

Kanika Walkingstick turned a big 
six-years-old on April 30. Her face 


beamed brightly as she listened to every 
one sing Happy Birthday to her and 
looked at her name on the soon to 
devoured cake. 

Also on the menu was a horse- 
shoe tournament for the adults with win- 
ners in two categories: 

Women- 1. Debbie Henry; 2. 
Joanie Henry; 3. April Baker. 

Men-1. Chris Jimmie; 2. Jimmy 
Osceola Jr.; 3. Phillip Smith; 4. Bobby 
Henry. 

Everyone had a fun time playing 
and there was much laughter heard, espe- 
cially when Barbara Cypress and daughter 
Chisa Sisneroz matched up against each 
other. They were having a humorous time 
as they competed against each other. 

Roger Smith, Brighton Council 
Representative, decided to join in the fes- 
tivities by pitching a few horseshoes as 
well. He also found himself calling bingo 
for the mothers and all the women and 
assisted in the door prizes by Paul 
Simmons, from Tampa Maintenance. 

Some of the men were less than 
thrilled in winning purses or powder 
puffs. They had the option to donate it 
back or to give it to their mother or wife. 

Penny Jimmie, a secretary from 
Tampa, had rounded up a team to do all 
the shopping the night before. They got a 
taste of what Richard Henry, Tampa 
Liaison, and his work crew have gone 
through with preparation for each event 
with prizes. 

Happy Mother’s Day! 



Randy Simmons 


Colleen Henry (right) had fun playing Bingo. 
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INVITATION TO BID 
RFB OT040850 
SIDE SLOPE, CANAL BANK 
MOWING SERVICES 

The Procurement Department of the South Florida 
Water Management District will receive sealed 
bids at the 2nd Floor, B-1 Building, 3301 Gun Club 
Road, West Palm Beach, Florida, 33406, for side 
slope mowing of vegetation in the District's Home- 
stead Field Station service area in Miami-Dade 
County on May 27, 2004, at 2:30 P.M. local time, at 
which time bids will be opened and publicly read. 

An optional PRE-BID CONFERENCE will be held 
May 14, 2004 at 10:30 A. M. at the Field Station 
located at 2195 North East 8th Street, Miami- 
Dade, FL. All bids must conform to the instructions 
in the Request for Bids and include a properly exe- 
cuted Contract Compliance Disclosure Form. 

Solicitation documents will be available April 30, 
2004 in the SFWMD Procurement Office, at the 
above address, by downloading a free copy from 
the District's website at www.sfwmd.gov, by calling 
(561 ) 687-6391 . Interested bidders may also call 
the 24-hour BID HOTLINE 800-472-5290 The 
public is invited to attend the RFB opening. Infor- 
mation on the status of this solicitation can be 
obtained at our web site - www.sfwmd.gov. 

For more information, please contact Don Hill, 
Contract Specialist at (561 ) 682-2045. 
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Iretta Tiger 


Dan Osceola (right) shows first timer Huston Osceola (left) how to carve a knife. 


Hollywood Culture Day 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — It is 9:30 on a Saturday 
morning and Kaylan Osceola is already immersed in 
her patchwork. Though only eight years old, she is 
very capable in operating a sewing machine. One 
would think an eight year old would rather be 
watching cartoons or sleeping or playing on a 
Saturday morning, but Kaylan is in the Hollywood 
gymnasium participating in Culture Day. 

“I just like sewing and making dresses,” 
said Osceola. 

Taught by her mother, Alison Osceola, and 
grandmother, Vivian Delgado, Kaylan has been 
doing this for a couple of years. She also makes bas- 
kets, dolls, and beadwork, but sewing is her favorite. 

Vivian Delgado is also one of the two 
Culture Day organizers, Donna Turtle is her co- 
organizer. The two women made sure every area of 
Seminole arts and crafts was covered. Stations were 
set up throughout the gym. There was woodcarving, 
beadwork, basket weaving, sewing, doll making and 
sketching. 

Carol Cypress had set up a booth for lan- 
guage, which had a game of name the eshpaykaathe 
(colors). If named correctly you won a prize. 

There were also raffles throughout the day. 
The prizes were various sewing items, including a 
sewing machine. Houston Osceola and Kaylan 
Osceola helped to pick the winning numbers. 

Big Cypress citizen Beverly Alumbaugh 
made an adult size Seminole baby hat, her teacher 
was Marie Osceola. Although this was Alumbaugh’s 
first time sewing, she did an excellent job and her 
hat turned out excellent. 

At the woodcarving station, Dan Osceola 
taught Houston Osceola, Nick DiCarlo and Mike 



Iretta Tiger 


Cindi Adair won the sewing machine door prize. 



Iretta Tiger 


Beverly Alumbaugh (right) made an adult jacket with the 
help of her teacher Marie Osceola. 


DiCarlo. This was the first time carving for 
the three young men. Houston carved a 
knife and Nick carved an alligator. 

When asked why he decided to 
come to Culture Day, Houston Osceola 
replied, “Instead of just hanging out on the 
rez and not doing anything, you can come 
here and learn these things.” 

Osceola knows how to sew and 
has patchwork at his home. For Culture 
Day, Osceola wants to try doing everything. 

Nick DiCarlo also tried doll mak- 
ing under the tutelage of Maggie Osceola, 
while Kaylan Osceola and Cindy Adair did 
some sketching. All of the young people 
that came to Culture Day stayed and tried 
everything. 

Vivian Delgado and Donna Turtle 
did an excellent job in organizing every- 
thing. Cultural Day gave everyone the 
opportunity to discover what skills they 
posses and it brought together the youth and 
the elders. It would be great to see more 
Saturdays like this one. 
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Reality Rodeo Ministries Benefit May 29 


In Loving Memory of Jeffrey 
Hinebaugh 

A mother’s, friend’s, and family’s worst 
nightmare. She visits her own mother who has a ter- 
minal illness to pray with her son, and friends at the 
hospital in Okeechobee, Fla. She knows her son will 
be on time at 1 p.m.; but he’s not. 

A mother’s heart and gut 
feeling knows something is wrong. 

Our hearts and gut feelings are 
placed on us at the first sound of 
crying when our children come 
into this world. 

At that moment, our 
thoughts of losing them, in what 
ever manner, begins. Because we 
have received the greatest gift 
from our Almighty God, we know 
that it is not in our power to say 
how long we keep them, but we 
try our hardest to protect them. 

At 12:51 p.m., just nine 
minutes before the time she is sup- 
posed to meet her son, her heart 
tells her he’s not coming, I know 
he’s gone, but gone where? Why 
him? Bring him back. 

November 26, 

Thanksgiving Eve, a time to give 
thanks. Jeffrey’s been killed. 

Jeffrey and I had been giving 
thanks throughout the years for the 
quality of life we had been blessed 
with. Though times were difficult 
raising each other, we had been 
blessed with many riches. 

What will I give thanks 
for now? A commercial truck 
crossed the center lane on a two- 
lane road. My 2 3 -year-old baby, 
best friend, and my God-given gift 
had been taken from us. 

Was it God? Was it 
Satan? How could I have prevent- 
ed it? How can I get him back? 

We can’t blame God, Satan, or 
ourselves. A bad choice by another 
driver had taken my son’s life. 

Everyone tries to under- 
stand our pain and they say some- 
thing good always come from 
everything bad. Does it really? It has to, or otherwise 
we would have to stop living. That would not be gra- 
cious to God or Jeffrey. 

With the love and guidance from Randy and 
Kit Johnson of Reality Rodeo Ministries from 
Zolpho Springs, Fla., our son Jeffrey was rich with 
friends, the love of Christ and unconditional love for 
others. 

Randy and Kit Johnson offer their hearts, 
travel, and the word of Christ to our youth and 
adults. They provide facilities at their ranch for 
handicap people, battered woman and children. 
Through serving the Lord they help anyone in need 
and encourage all of us to be real in who we are. 

In honor and memory of our Son Jesus and 
our son Jeffrey we ask that you join us May 29 at the 
Fred Smith Arena in Brighton to celebrate his life 
and help Randy and Kit continue to spread the word 


to our youth. 

I always taught Jeffrey that he could not 
keep what he did not give away. With the help from 
the Seminole Tribe, and friends and family, we will 
add $500 to each prize at the rodeo event. 

Mutton Busting Jr. Bulls will begin at 5 
p.m., and all other events will start at 6 p.m. These 
events include, bareback, bronc riding, senior bulls, 


steer wrestling, women’s break-away, calf roping, 
team roping, and 4-D barrels. Slack will be at 10 
a.m. Concessions will be available and championship 
buckles awarded to the winners of each event. 

We will accept some late call-ins up until 
the day of the rodeo. Please call (863) 763-4128, 

Ext. 124, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission is free and dona- 
tions are greatly appreciated. Entry fees are $50 per 
event, with $25 going to Ministry. There will be no 
stock charge. 

We would like to thank the Seminole Tribe, 
Brighton community, family, and friends for all the 
flowers, donations in Jeffrey’s memory, love, prayers 
and their continued support. 

Sincerely, 

— The family and friends of Billy Joe , Tara , and 
Jobe Johns 



Jobs Starting Out at $55/hr for Regular Limos 
and $85/hr for SUV Limos 



MILLENIUM LIMO, INC. 

www, lnUlouuu Jicno.wm 

Offering The largest SUV Fleet in South Florida and The lowest prices. 

Fleet: F350 IS Passenger, Excursions from I S/22/26 passengers, 
Hummer H2, Cadillac Escalade 2004, 10 Passenger Lincoln Towncar, 



Wc offer Everything from Wedding, Night Outs, 
Airport and Port Transfers, Excursions and much more 


Toll-free Number 800-808-2062, Fax 954-704-9106 

Emai I Address: mi Heni um 1 i mos aol .com 


Wc cover the following counties: 

Lee, Collier, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach 
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Education ♦ Emahaayeeke ♦ Kerretv 


Seminole Student JoJo Osceola 
Inducted In Two Honor Societies 



Iretta Tiger 

Honor Society Student JoJo Osceola. 


By Iretta Tiger 

DAVIE — On a beautiful April day, a few 
select students of the University School of Nova 
Southeastern University gathered with friends and 
family for a very special ceremony. Among those 
students was JoJo Osceola, the 16-year-old daugh- 
ter of Joe Dan and Virginia Osceola. 

The special event everyone had gathered 
for was the Honor Societies Induction Ceremony, 
held on April 22. On this day, JoJo Osceola would 
be inducted into not one, but two honor societies: 
the English Honor Society and the Spanish Honor 
Society. 

To be considered for any of the honor 
societies, the student must achieve a average of 90 
or above in an honors class, which means Osceola 
has accomplished this in several classes. To stay in 
any of the honor societies, the average must be 
maintained. 

The societies are also involved in charity 
projects, including community service. To be con- 
sidered for membership, the student must be 
respectful and of good character. 

JoJo Osceola is also involved in cross- 
country and plays basketball for the Seminole 
Tribe’s Lady Seminoles. She is already looking into 
colleges and has recently visited Dartmouth 
College. Osceola also participated in the education 
department’s tours of the University of Florida and 
Florida Atlantic University, but has her heart set on 
Dartmouth. 

“I’m not sure of what to study” said 
Osceola “Maybe Indian law or become a dentist.” 

Whatever you choose to do, it’s certain 
that you will excel in it. Congratulations! 


Aaron Billie Receives Certified 
General Contractors License 



Felix DoBosz 


Aaron Billie seated at his desk on the third floor of the 
Hollywood Headquarter’s Building. 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — After 
studying for the past two years, Aaron 
Billie has successfully completed the 
CGC course and received his Certified 
General Contractors license from the 
State of Florida. He said this will allow 
him to serve the community in a 
greater capacity than in the past. 

“Ever since I was out of high 
school I was interested in construc- 
tion,” Billie said. “I experimented with 
other goals, but construction was what 
I was really interested in.” 

He said he hopes to continue 
working for the tribe, while applying 
his new knowledge of the construction 
industry. 

“Right now, [I plan to] stay 
with this department and help the tribe 
improve housing for all our people on 
the reservations with the help from the 
tribe.” 

Billie has worked in the 
Housing Department for the past seven years and has 
been in the position of Construction Manager of 
Housing for the Seminole Tribe of Florida since 
2003. 

He said he is “very pleased and honored to 


work for the tribe.” 

“This is a team effort to get projects started 
and finished on time,” he continued. “But we need 
more resources.” 

To the kids out there his message was, “keep 
the traditions alive, education is the key.” 


Alona Driggers Heads for Clemson 



Emma Brown 


(L-R) Alona Driggers and her mom Julie Driggers. 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Alona 
Driggers, daughter of Wade and 
Julie Driggers, has been accepted 
to Clemson University in South 
Carolina. Driggers plans on 
beginning Clemson in the fall. 

The Education 

Department would like to con- 
gratulate Driggers on all of her 
hard work and effort that is defi- 
nitely starting to pay off. Her 
high school failed to give her 
Higher Education Scholarship 
proper recognition during their 
scholarship night so we would 
like to take this opportunity to let 
her know that she deserves a 
great deal of recognition for her 
achievements. The Education 
Department looks forward to 
working with her throughout her 
college career. 

Good Luck at Clemson 

Alona. 


INSURANCE Is Our Business! 
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INSURANCE INC. 


Serving South Florida for 32 Veers 
Long Term Care 
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* High Risk 

* Minimum Down Favimriii 

* All Drivum 

* All Ages 

* Financing Available 

* Motorcycles 

* Trucks 

* Bi lilts 

*Jet Skis 


Over 40 
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VISA 
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Anthony Frank Earns Degree at FA U 


By Iretta Tiger 

BOCA RATON, FL — 

At the Florida Atlantic University 
(FAU) gymnasium, hundreds of 
people gathered to watch the grad- 
uating class of 2004 receive their 
honors. On Friday, April 30, 
Hollywood tribal citizen Anthony 
Frank, Panther Clan, 
received his bachelor’s 
degree in business admin- 
istration. 

In his opening 
speech, FAU President 
Frank T. Brogan cited sev- 
eral interesting facts about 
the 2004 class. The oldest 
graduate is 74-years-old, 
and the youngest is 19- 
years-old, both receiving 
their bachelor’s degrees. 

One graduate earned three 
degrees from three col- 
leges. There is one gradu- 
ate who, before college 
had suffered a stroke and 
had lost the ability to read, 
write and speak. This grad- 
uate spent more than one 
year in therapy. Today, the 
graduate was receiving a 
bachelor’s in psychology 
to council those with dis- 
abilities. 

Anthony Frank 
has also come a long way. 

Ten years ago, he lived in 
Albuquerque, N.M., where 
he felt like an outcast. He 
called Pat Diamond and 
she arranged to bring him 
home. The tribal leaders 
themselves personally 
encouraged Frank to fur- 
ther his education. 

“There are three 
important things you must do,” 
Frank’s mother, Ethel Santiago, 
said. “Get an education, get a job 
and marry who you want.” 

His first step was to earn 
his associate’s degree from 
Broward Community College in 
1999. Frank then continued his 
education at FAU’s Davie campus. 
The classes he prevailed in were 
related to business ethics, and his 
motivators were the professors 
who taught in a non-traditional 
manner. 

Frank will return to FAU 
to earn his master’s degree. 

“I’ve come this far; why 
stop?” said Frank. 

Frank works in Human 


Resources department for the 
Seminole Tribe, and he aspires to 
continue in the department. He 
enjoys the interaction with people 
and his desire is to help everyone 
in any capacity that he can. Frank 
also wants to inform everyone of 
all the services the Human 


Resources department has to offer. 

Board President Moses 
Osceola personally congratulated 
Anthony Frank on his tremendous 
achievement. 

“Congratulations 
Anthony,” said Osceola. “There’s 
a lot to be said for perseverance. 
School is tough, but it’s especially 
difficult to do when you have to 
support a family. We all owe 
Anthony a salutation of congratu- 
lations and thank you. He’s a great 
example for tribal citizens.” 

Osceola also addressed 
the tribe in the following state- 
ment: 

“He’s [Frank] bringing 
his talents and education back to 


the tribe,” Osceola said. “There 
are those who seek their careers 
elsewhere and that is their prerog- 
ative, but those that do come back 
should be commended. We could 
use them.” 

“I am hopeful this will 
mean respect and a more suitable 


role for him. 

“We at the tribe are proud 
of his accomplishment and wish 
him the best of success in his pur- 
suit of his master’s degree. 

“I hope the education 
department will acknowledge his 
accomplishment and that broad- 
casting department will show his 
graduation so everyone can see 
what Anthony Frank has accom- 
plished. It is a great thing. 
Congratulations.” 

It is true; there is a lot to 
be said for those who continue 
their education to such a high 
degree. Congratulations Anthony 
Frank! 



Iretta Tiger 

New FAU graduate Anthony Frank and wife Valerie Glee Frank. 


Indian Youth of America Summer 
Camps and Summer Jobs 


Submitted by Indian Youth of America 

Wanted: Campers ages 10-14 
Indian Youth of America (IYA) is celebrat- 
ing its 28th anniversary of conducting camps for 
Indian youth. IYA’s summer camps provide a unique 
opportunity for Indian youth from urban and reserva- 
tion communities to come together to participate in a 
variety of cultural, educational and recreational activ- 
ities. Since the youth camps began in 1976, thou- 
sands of Indian youth from 172 tribes and 28 states 
have aged a positive camp experience. IYA is con- 
ducting two camps this summer. 

Camp dates & locations 

June 25-July 3 

Whispering Pines Camp, near Prescott, Arizona 
August 2-9 

Camp Bob Marshall-near Custer, South Dakota 

Cost & transportation 

There is a $250 campership fee. Transportation must 
by provided by parents, the tribe, or the organization 
that is sponsoring the camper. 

Deadlines 

June 11 -Application and fee due for Arizona camp 
July 19- Application and fee due for South Dakota 
camp 

Contact us ASAP for an application or if 
you need further information. This could be the high- 
light of your summer vacation. 

Indian Youth of American, P.O. Box 2786, Sioux 
City, IA 51106, Phone (712) 252-3230, Fax (712) 
252-3712. 

Wanted: Staff ages 1 8 and older 
Share your talents and time with Indian 
youth this summer. 

Camp dates & locations 


June 22-July 3 

Whispering Pines Camp, near Prescott, Arizona 
July 3 1 -August 9 

Camp Bob Marshall-near Custer, South Dakota 
Positions available: Camp counselors, recreation and 
arts and crafts instructors, resource people knowl- 
edgeable in photography, Native American culture, 
nutrition, self-image development, substance abuse, 
storytelling, the environment, etc. 

Salary & travel 

$60 per day, room and board, and travel reimburse- 
ment for a bus ticket of gas expenses. 

Deadlines 

June 4- Application and fee due for Arizona camp 
July 1 6-Application and fee due for South Dakota 
camp 

Contact us ASAP for an application or fur- 
ther information. This could be the highlight of your 
summer vacation. 

Indian Youth of American, P.O. Box 2786 
Sioux City, IA 51106, Phone (712) 252-3230 
Fax (712) 252-3712. 


Brighton Summer 
Kindergarten Program 
Registration 

For all children entering kindergarten in 
September 2004 

June 14-July 30-8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Fill out an application today! 

For more information, please call Linda Knee, 
Education Advisor at (954) 989-6840, Ext. 1313. 


ATTENTION BIG CYPRESS PARENTS 

The 2003-2004 Incentive Awards for 
Academic Achievement will be presented 
at a luncheon ceremony 
at the Herman Osceola Gymnasium 
On Tuesday June 29, 2004 
To participate in this year's program, 
please provide a copy of your child's 
end of year report card to Lynn Himebauch 
at the BC Learning Resource Center 
by Tuesday June 8, 2004. 

(863) 902-3200, Ext. 1133 or 1130 
For more information, please call Lynn. 
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Family Services Booth in Immokalee 


By Billie Napper 

IMMOKALEE — On May 3, 
the Family Services Department in 
Immokalee had a booth to celebrate foster 
families. There 
were coloring 
books, information- 
al pamphlets and 
decorative magnets 
made by Diana 
Rocha, our new 
counselor. 

The theme 
was to honor foster 
families, who do an 
immeasurable 
amount of good by 
providing safe and 
loving home for 
children in need. 

The field office 
was buzzing that 
day. It was rainy, 
so the booth was 
inside the field 
office. Anna Puente 
of the health department was giving out 
insurance cards. There were also many 
tribal citizens in and out that day, so it 
was truly a busy day. 

The Seminole Tribe can be proud 
of their foster homes. Foster homes pro- 
vide services to both the child and to the 
birth parent(s). Foster homes provide a 
safe haven for the Indian child while it 
provides an opportunity for the birth par- 
ent time to work through their own issues. 

A few months ago, I was talking 
with the Department of Children & 
Families (DCF) about our foster homes. 
The worker noted that if she had to place 
a child that night, the nearest available 
foster home she had would be north of 


Tampa. I proudly explained that we had a 
couple of foster homes on our reserva- 
tions that could take an Indian child if we 
needed to place one. 

The DCF 
worker let me 
know in no uncer- 
tain terms that she 
was jealous at how 
effortlessly we 
seem to place 
Indian children, 
especially groups 
of siblings. We can 
often place groups 
of siblings without 
breaking them up, 
which reduces the 
amount of trauma 
the Indian child 
experiences. Of 
course, we could 
always use more 
foster homes, and 
we welcome the 
opportunity to 
work with people who are gracious 
enough to offer their love and their homes 
to foster children. 

The gift baskets for the month 
included several games that families could 
play together with both parents and chil- 
dren enjoying the games. Vanessa Aguilar 
(who is a foster mom) won one set of 
games while Juanita Martinez won the 
other. We certainly hope they enjoy their 
games. 

Remember: A hundred years 
from now... it will not matter what my 
bank account was, the sort of house I 
lived in, or the kind of car I drove, but the 
world may be different because I was 
important in the life of a child. 



Family Services 


Foster mom Vanessa Aguilar won a gift 
basket that included several games for 
the family to play. 


Tampa Family Services - Foster Parenting 



By Tom Ryan 

TAMPA — On Monday May 3, 
the Tampa family services department 


Family Services 

(L-R) Jahna Smith, Dan Santiago, Joanie 
Henry and Tom Ryan. 


educated tribal citizens on issues related 
to foster homes and foster parenting. 
Foster homes become necessary due to 
many different circumstances. 

Some of the reasons chil- 
dren require foster care placements 
include: abuse, neglect, abandon- 
ment, or even the death of the bio- 
logical parents. Becoming a foster 
parent requires special skills that 
include being financially secure and 
having a stable home environment. 

Foster parents are asked to 
put the needs of the children first and 
provide for their basic needs. Foster 
parenting can be very rewarding to 
both the child and the foster parent. 

For more information about 
becoming a foster parent please call 
your local family services depart- 
ment. 


Foster Care Information in Brighton 



Family Services 


(L-R) Lois Jenkins Stella Tommie, Dathan 
Tommie, and P.R. Ortiz at the Brighton Family 
Services table. 


Submitted by the Family Services 
Department 

BRIGHTON — The family 
services office in Brighton set up a table 
in front of the field office on May 4 to 
provide information for and create interest 
in foster care. The table was seasonally 
decorated and adorned with packets of lit- 
erature regarding becoming foster parents. 
There were also plenty of healthy snacks, 



Family Services 


(L-R) Lois Jenkins with foster mom 
Charlene Baker. 


juices, coffee, cold water and 
soft drinks. 

Approximately 75 resi- 
dents dropped by for refresh- 
ments, conversation and visiting. 
Thirty-eight community mem- 
bers filled out slips and were 
included in the monthly drawing 
for a picnic basket filled with 
goodies including a gift certifi- 
cate for a family night out to 
Kentucky Fried Chicken. Donna 
Buck, a receptionist at the field 
office, was the lucky winner this 
month. She was excited about 
the news and hoped that it sig- 
naled the beginning of a good 
week! 

Family Services is 
interested in developing foster 
homes for the placement of chil- 
dren whose families become 
involved with the department of 
children and families. The first choice of 
placement is with immediate family mem- 
bers and then foster families when family 
placement can not be made. Safe, secure, 
loving homes are vital to providing care 
for the children in these situations. 


If you are interested in becoming 
a foster family, please contact the local 
family services office and express your 
desire. Someone will assist you with the 
process and preparation to help you 
become a part of this caring team. 


Foster Care Informational Session at Gym 




By Amber Giehtbrock 

HOLLYWOOD — On May 3, 
the Hollywood family services staff was 


Family Services 

(L-R) Michael Gentry and Counselor Jack 
VanCott. 


present at the gym between 9 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. providing information 
and handouts concerning foster care. 

The handouts provided 
information about prepa- 
ration to be a foster care 
parent, foster family 
care, and foster parent- 
ing difficult children. 

There was also 
a sign up list for foster 
care information for 
anybody who would like 
to become a foster par- 
ent, three members 
signed up. Family 
Services counselors pro- 
vided information as 
requested from atten- 
dees. 

Family Services pro 
vided a raffle for those stop- 
ping by the booth; the prize 


Family Services 


Senior counselor Hannah Marchel 


was a gift certificate to a local restaurant. 
The drawing was held in the family serv- 
ices department and the winner was 
Mabel Doctor! Congratulations Mabel! 


Thank you to all the wonderful foster parents on 
each reservation whose dedication to the children is 
deeply appreciated. We recognize that it takes a very spe- 
cial person to open their hearts and homes to help their 
tribe’s children during a time of need. 


If you’re interested in becoming a foster parent 
please contact Amber Giehtbrock, Hollywood (954) 964- 
6338; Tina Mennella, Big Cypress (863) 902-3206; Billie 
Napper, Immokalee (239) 657-7700; Kellie Burgess (863) 
763-7700. Look for more information to come. 



4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 

BROWAIMJMaTORSPOirrS.COM 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 
Criminal Infractions 


As a Native American, 1 respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless monev 

v 

recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 7ft Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 



Anthony "Tony” Scalcsc 
I ribal Member Kuchin of Isleta 


The hiring of n lawyer is an import mi I decision that should not he 
based sokly iipuu ad vertise mi nt s. Bid ore you decide, ask us to send 
you free written in formation about our qualifications and experience. 
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Holly Billie 

Jack Smith Jr. (left) takes the lead and passes Onnie Osceola (right) as Jack Micco (center) tries to edge 
his way to the front of the pack. 


Brighton Seniors Bicycle 

By Holly Billie 

BRIGHTON — For more than a year the Brighton 
Health Clinic has offered Brighton seniors an opportunity to go 
bike riding in an effort to promote an interest in exercise and 
healthy living. Every Thursday morning, interested participants 
meet with Health Educator, Barbara Boling and Nutrionist, Beth 
Skinner, at the Brighton Hot Meals Program. 

The bike-riding activity not only gives the seniors an 
opportunity to exercise, but also opens the door to discussions 
regarding diet, issues pertaining to diabetes and general questions 
regarding health. 

Medical Social Worker, Holly Billie, also finds that this 
relaxed setting away from busy offices and the ringing phones has 
resulted in seniors discussing both family and social issues of con- 
cern. 

Boling and Skinner say a secondary benefit is a learning 
opportunity for staff too. They both said Jack Micco challenges 
them to learn a new creek word every week, and said they also 
listen to their stories and descriptions of historical events as they 
ride along. 

The seniors and the staff look forward to the annual 
Senior Bike-Riding Extravaganza, which took place at the 
Highlands Hammock Park in Sebring, Fla this year. This beautiful 
park offered the bikers an opportunity to explore the natural beau- 
ty of Florida and to work out at the exercise stations. 

All community members are invited to join the senior 
bikers on Thursday mornings. For more information on the bicy- 
cling activities, contact Barbara Boling, Beth Skinner or Holly 
Billie at (863) 763-0271. 


to Better Health 



Holly Billie 


Bessie Tommie instructs Walter Tommie 
Jr. (below, left) and Timothy Cypress 
(below, right) at the excercise stations in 
Hammock Park. 



Walter Tommie Jr. 



Holly Billie 

Timothy Cypress 


Allied Health Department Participates in 
National Women ’s Check-Up Day 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — While most people just 
passed through the lobby at the Hollywood tribal 
offices, others took the time to see what the booth 
setup was all about. When the curious onlookers 
stopped to investigate, they found Shannon 
McKeown, tribal health educator, ready to answer 
any of their questions regarding women’s health. 

“We’re focusing on osteoporosis and breast 
health,” she said. 


This event took place on Monday May 1 0, 
National Women’s Check-Up Day. It was in conjunc- 
tion with National Women’s Health Week, May 9-15. 
This national event also falls on the same date as 
Seminole Women’s Health Week. 

McKeown had large display boards and 
pamphlets, as well as samples of Viactiv®, a chewy 


calcium supplement. She also brought Jeanne 
Brotzky, director of women’s health at Memorial 
Hospital, with her. 

Brotzky had a clinical bone sonometer, a 
machine she used to test bone density. During this 
test, she had women place their heel in what resem- 
bles a foot massager. Two plastic pieces press against 
the heel for a few seconds, and then the results are 
displayed. 

“Using ultrasound waves it measures the 

bone mass of the heel,” she 
said. “The heel is a very 
dense bone.” 

Brotsky explained 
that testing the heel is most 
effective for this particular 
screening, and is a good 
indicator for the rest of the 
bones in the body. 

The entire process 
took only about two min- 
utes. Since the process was 
quick and painless, several 
women, including Tribal 
Clerk Holly Tiger, Tribal 
Nutritionist Jeanne Hatfield 
and Tribal Smoke Shop 
Manager D.J. Bora, decided 
to partake in the screening. 
McKeown also took the test, 
and said she recommends it 
for all women in the 40-45 
age range. 

Brotsky said this 
screening was important 
because if someone scored 
low on it, that could be an 
early warning sign of weak 
bones, and even osteoporo- 
sis. In the event of a low 
score, she recommended 
seeing a doctor, taking calci- 
um supplements, walking and doing weight-bearing 
strength exercises that focus on the legs, and adding 
calcium-rich foods, including broccoli, to the diet. 

For more information on women’s health 
issues, please call Shannon McKeown from the health 
department at (954) 962-2009, Ext. 113. 



Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Jeanne Brotzky, Memorial Hospital’s director of women’s health 
services and Shannon McKeown, tribal heath educator. 


Health Department Hosts Men’s 
Cancer Awareness Luncheon 



Adelsa Williams 


Tribal health educator Shannon McKeown leads the discussion during the 
Men’s Cancer Awareness Luncheon. 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD 

— On Thursday, April 29, 
the Hollywood health 
department hosted a 
Men’s Cancer Awareness 
Luncheon for tribal men 
in the community. 

The event took 
place at the Hollywood 
medical clinic’s confer- 
ence room, where a 
healthy luncheon was pro- 
vided for attendees to 
enjoy during the presenta- 
tion. 

Shannon 

McKeown, Hollywood’s 
health educator, said a few 
welcoming words and 
then introduced guest 
speaker Gary Graham, 
from the West Palm Beach 
National Cancer Society. 

Graham began 
his speech with the facts 
on prostate cancer and 
ways of being tested for 
the disease. He explained 
that prostate cancer is the 
cancer of the prostate 
gland, found just below the bladder. He explained 
that the male prostate gland starts out about the size 
of an almond and remains that size until boys reach 
puberty, when it doubles in size. When a man is 
about 45 years old, the prostate often starts growing 
again. This growth is made up of benign tissue. It is 
not cancer, nor does it lead to cancer, but it can block 
the normal flow of urine and cause uncomfortable 
symptoms. 

Graham explained the two testing proce- 
dures for prostate cancer: one is by a simple blood 
test called prostate-specific antigen and the other is 
by digital rectal examination. 

“I would recommend for men to start testing 
at the age of 50,” he said. 

Followed, he discussed the risk factors and 
then the several ways of prostate cancer prevention. 

The risk of getting prostate cancer increases 
with age. Normal risk men would be of the 
Caucasian race with no family history of prostate 
cancer. Minorities are at a higher risk for prostate 
cancer, and even higher if there is a family history. 

“If you’re a minority, I would recommend to 
start testing around the age of 40,” said Graham. 


According to the National Cancer Society, 
research is under way to study the link between race, 
family history, and prostate cancer risk. 

Some of the preventive ways that were dis- 
cussed included dieting by decreasing fried foods and 
red meats, increasing fruits and vegetables and the 
amount of daily exercise. 

In conclusion, Graham mentioned that once 
an adult male tests for cancer, it is recommended that 
he follow up with an annual test thereafter. Annual 
testing is the best way to find prostate cancer early, 
which may help save lives. 

Several pamphlets from the American 
Cancer Society regarding the details of prostate can- 
cer were given to attendees during the presentation. 

When it came to asking/answering questions 
between the guest speaker, health educator and atten- 
dees there seemed to be a positive feedback. Those 
who attended may have received possible life saving 
information. 

The health department will like to make the 
community aware of its plans on continuing promot- 
ing these kinds of presentations for the benefit of the 
community. 


Strength Training for Adolescents 


By Kenny Bayon, certified fitness trainer of the 
Seminole Tribe 

The American Academy of Pediatrics, the 
American College of Sports Medicine, and the 
National Strength and Conditioning Association all 
support strength training for kids — if it’s done prop- 
erly. Today’s children are 
increasingly overweight and out 
of shape. Strength training can 
help put them on the lifetime 
path to better health and fitness. 

When is it time for 
your child to begin a strength 
program to better himself or 
herself as an athlete? This is a very important ques- 
tion to be answered, because you are on a crossroad 
between bettering your child or injuring them. This is 
important when wanting to help young people to 
become physically fit so that they can enjoy an active 
lifestyle and success in sports. 

To turn the tide on sedentary lifestyles 
(characterized by or requiring much sitting or accus- 
tomed to sitting or to taking little exercise) by pre- 
senting boys and girls with safe and sensible strength 
training programs that will help them look good, feel 
good, and function well at home, in school, and on 
the athletic field. 

Nowadays, even naturally energetic children 
have many temptations toward inactivity, such as tel- 
evision, computers, movies, video games and similar 
sedentary pursuits. The world’s obesity trend has 
been rising at a deadly rate, causing health problems 
such as diabetes and heart diseases among the youth 
in Native American tribes. 

So what can we do to reverse the 
trend of inactivity among our children? 

The first and most important step is to 
help them develop a functional muscular 
skeleton system as well as a strong 
core. Boys and 
girls should 
have sturdy 
muscles, bones, 
tendons and lig- 
aments that 
enable them to 
perform physi- 
cal activities 
with a high 
level of success 
and a low risk of 
injury. 

The building of musculoskeletal 
strength is progressive resistance exercise, com- 
monly known as strength training. 

Progressive resistance exercise requires 
muscles to produce force against appropri- 
ate weight loads, which you increase 
gradually as the musculoskeletal system 
becomes stronger. 

Progressive resistance exercise is highly effective for 
increasing muscle strength, and it is much less stress- 
ful (both physically and mentally) than trying to do a 
few pull-ups, push-ups or bar dips with an unchange- 
able body weight. This doesn’t mean that you 
shouldn’t try to incorporate them, as they are both 
excellent for core strength. 

Due to extensive research there are different 
training based recommendations for children starting 
from seven years old through their teenage years. 
Please note that you should never permit any child 
under the age of 1 8 to lift weights without appropri- 
ate supervision. This is especially true for at-home 
strength exercise, where a comfortable and familiar 
environment may reduce safety awareness and train- 
ing seriousness. 

There are several types of training, such as 
strength training and weight lifting. Strength training 
is a planned and progressive means for exercising 


with appropriate resistance, which you gradually 
increase as the musculoskeletal system becomes 
stronger. You can perform these types of exercises 
with a variety of equipment free weights, elastic 
bands or body weight alone. Properly designed and 
supervised youth strength training programs should 
be enjoyable activities in which 
every child experiences success 
in a safe and supportive exer- 
cise environment. 

Weight lifting is a 
sport in which participants typi- 
cally work with heavy barbells 
and attempt to lift maximum 
weight loads in competitive events. Competitive lifts, 
known as clean and jerk, and the snatch are impor- 
tant but not for the younger athletes. 

There are two broad categories of youth and 
both need strength training to attain a reasonable 
level of fundamental fitness. The larger category con- 
sists of those children who engage in little physical 
activity on a regularly basis. Unlike children in earli- 
er generation, they don’t do many physical chores, 
don’t play backyards sports, don’t have many physi- 
cal educational classes, and don’t engage in much 
vigorous activity. Instead, despite desperately need- 
ing strength training, they spend most of their free 
time in passive or sedentary pursuits. 

The other, much smaller category of young 
people consists of sport participants. These are kids 
that wrestle, swim, dance, skate and participate in 
other organized sport activities. Although they get 
plenty of exercise, they also need a general program 
of strength training to ensure of muscle development 
and a low risk of overuse injuries. 
Basically, children should have good 
overall strength before engaging in com- 
petitive sports that can place excessive 
stress on a young 
body. 

Power 
sports such as 
football, gym- 
nastics and 
wrestling 
require that you 
use different 
groups of mus- 
cles - opposed to 
jumping sports 
such as volleyball 
and basketball. Similarly, training 
for endurance sports such as 
cross-country and soccer is dif- 
ferent from training 
for striking sports 
such as baseball, 
tennis and golf. 

The fact is 
it’s important to 
work all the muscles in the body, 
but make sure to incorporate the muscles groups that 
will make you better in your sport. This is why 
young athletes should perform a variety of exercises 
for muscular strength, cardiovascular and muscular 
endurance and balanced strength. 

If your child shows an interest in strength 
training, know that it can be a safe and effective 
activity. Encourage physical activity in your child — 
it’s a key step to becoming a healthy adult. And per- 
haps even becoming a Seminole sports star! 

Feel free to email any questions or com- 
ments to kbay07@aol.com 

References: Faigenbaum, Ed. D., and W. Westcott, 

Ph. D. Strength & Power for Young Athletes, p 4-5, 
11,22, 173-181.Cnn.com. 
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Sports Ham-pa-leesh-ke Vkkopvnkv 


Senior’s Bowl to Celebrate Mother’s Day 



Susan Etxebarria 


Sammy Gophers shows goes for the spare. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The 

Brighton Seniors Center’s Mother’s 
Day celebration began with a bowl- 
ing tournament at the Stardust Lanes 
in Okeechobee, Fla. on Thursday, 

May 5, and followed with a buffet 
lunch at the Golden Corral. Among 
the 17 participants, there were expe- 
rienced league bowlers and bowlers 
who play much less often, and some 
who have not bowled for many 
years, all sharing in the enjoyment 
of competing for cash prizes. 

Brighton Tribal 

Representative Roger Smith came to 
the bowling alley to wish all the 
mothers a Happy Mother’s Day. It 
was a fun morning for all. 

Three games were played 
and among the top three in the 
men’s division for the first game 
were Sammie Gopher, Wonder Johns and Jack Smith, 
Jr. In the women’s division the top three in the first 
game were Onnie Osceola, Rosie Billie and Addie 
Osceola. 

In the second game Billy Micco, Wonder 
Johns and Sammie Gopher scored top numbers and 
Onnie Osceola, Polly Hayes and Mabel Haught beat 
out the competition. Then in the third nine-pin, no-tap 
game, Billy Micco, Wonder Johns and Jack Smith Jr. 


were victorious while Leah Minnick, Onnie Osceola 
and Polly Hayes made top three places for their big 
strikes. 

Besides serving breakfasts and lunches to 
the approximately 65 seniors at Brighton, many of 
these active seniors have a great time socializing at 
events sponsored by the Brighton Senior Center. The 
next event will be a horseshoe competition June 1 7 to 
celebrate Father’s Day. 


Bowling Tournament Held in Honor 
of Hard Rock Grand Opening 


By Felix DoBosz 

DAVIE, FL — On May 7, at Don Carter’s 
University Lanes, about 1 00 tribal citizens came 
together to celebrate the grand opening of the new 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino by participating 
in a bowling tournament for cash prizes. 



Felix DoBosz 


There was a spirited turnout for the Hard Rock Grand Opening Tournament 


Sitting at a folding table in the middle of the 
bowling alley lobby area was the event organizer 
Eugene Bowers, who has been organizing these types 
of events for many years. Assisting him with this 
competition was Mary Jo Micco, who helped mix up 
the names attached on tongue depressor sticks in a 
large cup. 

The bowlers picked a bowling partner from 
the cup before each new game started. To qualify, 
every participant paid an entry fee for a chance to 
win cash prizes. There 
were three games 
played in this bowling 
tournament. Game one 
was a regular game, 
high score combina- 
tion wins first place 
with 1 5 other spots to 
win prizes. The second 
game was a 3, 6, 9 
game, which means 
the third, sixth and 
ninth frame are count- 
ed as strikes, the high- 
est score combo wins 
the first place prize. 

The third and final 
game is called No Tap. 

Mary Jo 

Micco called for more 
bowlers to sign up and 
play as one game ended 
and another began. 



Freestyle bowling at its best. 


“Alright, we need two more guys,” Micco said over 
the loudspeaker, as more bowlers lined up to get in 
on the next game. 

Seminole President Moses Osceola was an 
active participant in this grand opening tournament 
event. 

“This gives commu- 
nity members a chance to 
make a little money and to 
say hello to the folks while 
they compete, have a good 
time, and to be shared by 
all,” he said. 

Osceola also stated 
that there would be another 
bowling tournament called 
appropriately the President’s 
Tournament and a New 
Year’s Tournament with 
TV’s and bowling balls as 
some of the great prizes. 

Osceola continued, 
“It gets really competitive 
and it’s a lot of fun, a real 
goodtime event, where 
everyone wins.” 

According to Rosa 
Kohly, Marketing Director of 
Don Carter Premier Centers, 
every couple of months, they 
host one of these types of 

bowling events. 

“The PBA 

[Professional Bowling Association] is having a tour- 
nament soon and she would like to place a Seminole 
squad to represent the tribe in that competition,” she 
said. “We should hear more about this coming event 
in the near future.” 

Congratulations to all the tournament win- 
ners, here are the top three for each of the games. 

First regular game had the following winners: 

1. Jackie Thompson and Andre Jumper, 495; 

2. Trish Wilcox and Blake 
Osceola, 457; 3. Monica 
Cypress and Mike Micco, 
435. 

Second game results 3-6- 
9 winners: 

1 . Bobbie Billie and Eric 
Osceola, 507; 2. Terry 
Frank and Philmon 
Bowers, 505; 3. Chris 
Coppedge and Blake 
Osceola, 456. 

Third and final game 
NO TAP winners: 

1 . Monica Cypress and 
Elbert Snow, 555; 2. 

Reina Micco and Bobby 
Frank, 477; 3. Rosetta 
Bowers and Isabel Billie, 
468. 


Felix DoBosz 


Second Annual Charles Billie 
Memorial Basketball Tournament 

Am os Huggins nails clutch three- 
pointer to put canes in final 




By Tony Heard 

MIAMI, FL — The 
Second Annual Charles Billie 
Memorial Basketball Tournament 
was held April 22-24 at the 
Miccosukee gymnasium. It was an 
eventful weekend with mountains of 
great basketball on the women’s and 
men’s side. There were six teams in 
the men’s bracket and five in the 
women’s. 

The teams were all local 
teams from Big Cypress, Hollywood, 
and Trail in both the brackets with 
the exception of the Choctaw teams 
from Mississippi. The Choctaws 
traveled down from Mississippi with 
one men’s and women’s team. 

The Choctaw women had a 
strong team and were able to put the 
Lady Seminole in the loser’s bracket, 
defeating them early in the tourna- 
ment. This was not good at all for 
the Lady Seminoles, considering 
they were playing without their usual 
team. But with great vigilance and 
determination, the Lady Seminoles 
played their way back into the cham- 
pionship game by winning four 
games; one of the wins came against 
the Choctaw women. Unfortunately, 
they had to play Choctaw women 
again because that was only the 
Choctaw women’s first defeat. 

The Choctaws came out 
clearly more ready in the third meet- 
ing of these two teams. But the Lady 
Seminoles were not ready to lie 
down and give in, even though this 
was the fifth game of the day for 
them. In the second half both teams 
were getting tired, but the game was 
still intense with big steals and 
defensive stops. Coming down to the one-minute 
mark, the Lady Seminoles were up by one point, but 
could not hang on the lead. At the end of regulation, 
the game was tied up; meaning overtime was on the 
menu. 

The Choctaw women were ready to fight for 
the championship after realizing the Lady Seminoles 
were going to make them earn it. They did just that in 
overtime, making more free throws in the clutch, and 
getting key stops. The Lady Seminoles played hard 
until the final seconds, but fell short by one point. 

The Choctaw women went home with the champi- 
onship 71-70, and the Lady Seminoles took home the 
runner-up trophy. 

On the men’s side of things, the Choctaws 
had a strong and athletic team, but got put into the 
loser’s bracket early because the Miccosukee Canes 
defeated them. But the Choctaw men were not ready 
to go home yet. The Choctaws played their way back 
into the championship game by winning three games. 
Just like on the women’s side of things, the Choctaws 
had to play a team they had already played. It was the 


Alberta Huggins 

The Miccosukee Canes captured the first place trophey in dramatic 
fashion winning 62-59 in overtime. 




Alberta Huggins 

The Choctow women defeated the Lady Seminoles in overtime. 


Canes and the Choctaw men in the championship 
game, and one could feel the intensity and excitement 
in the gym. 

The first half was physical and full of fouls, 
some which were called, while others were not. Both 
teams accepted the physical play with minimal com- 
plaining to the officials. The second half was a repli- 
ca of the first, multiplied by five, considering time 
was becoming a factor. It was a close game and the 
Choctaws thought they had it won, considering they 
were winning by three points with little time remain- 
ing. 

Amos Huggins, who scored 26 points in the 
final, sent the game into overtime with a dramatic 
three-pointer from the comer over two Choctaw 
defenders. In overtime, both teams played hard, but 
the Canes showed more heart and teamwork, captur- 
ing the championship trophy 62-59. Huggins even 
blocked the potential game-tying shot to seal the vic- 
tory. 

Regardless of the outcome, all the women’s 
and men’s teams who participated played hard and 
with good sportsmanship. 


Tampa Students View Stanley Cup 


By Randi M. Simmons 

TAMPA — Two 
Seminole students, sixth 
grader Phaydra Clark and 
her younger sister 
Christina, who’s in 
Kindergarten at Florida 
College Academy visited 
the National Hockey 
League exhibition of the 
Stanley Cup. It is one of 
the oldest and most 
famous trophies in the 
world of sports today. 

The girls had 
their photos taken with 
the Stanley Cup at the 
Sports Authority, across 
from the Citms Town 
Center for their donations 
to Hockey Fights Cancer. 

The way things 
are going, the Tampa Bay 
Lighting might just win 
the Stanley Cup. Go 
Lightning! 



Sports Authority 

(L-R) Phaydra and Christina Clark pose with the Stanley Cup. 
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Ef@r Best 
Peal Bn Town 
Call 

[Hector Isabel 
(954) 593-2586 


YOUR FORD GIANT OFFfeRS THE 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEED! 

* Seminole / Miccosukee Special * 
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Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 
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• Friendly & Professional service . Weekday & Saturday hours 

■ Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians . Ff)rd Qua | ity p arts 


• 12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor . Courtesy shuttle Hours 
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8655 Pines BlvdL • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 
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SPD Edges Out Preschool in Softball Game 



Michael Kelly 


The Time Out softball team gave SPD all they could handle. 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Thommy Doud, Manager of 
the Time Out Preschool soft- 
ball team had his ball club 
ready to play. On the other 
side of the diamond, Rhett 
Rowland, manager of the 
Seminole Police Department 
team (SPD), was just as confi- 
dent. In the end, the two teams 
enjoyed a highly competitive 
softball game, with SPD win- 
ning 9-5. 

Dozens of community 
members, friends, and employ- 
ees came to cheer their team’s 
on. The Preschool team con- 
sisted of staff employees and 
parents. Various employees 
filled out the roster for the 
SPD team. 

In the top of the first, 

SPD pushed across a run as 
Angie Margolis lashed an RBI 
double. On the ensuing play, 

Margolis tried to score from 
second base on a hit to left 
field, but Doud threw her out with a perfect strike to 
home plate for the third out. 

In the bottom half of the first, Time Out tied 
the game as Reina Micco scored from first on a dou- 
ble by Keith Condon. In the top of the second, Will 
Latchford tripled home a run and Terry Tartsah added 
an RBI single as SPD scored four times to lead 5-1. 
With the score still at 5-1 in the fourth, centerfielder 
Danny Valdez made a great diving grab to halt a rally 
by the preschool team. 

SPD looked to break the game wide open in 
the top of the fifth as they loaded the bases with no 
outs. After one run scored, Samantha Mowatt hit a 
sacrifice fly as SPD tacked on four more runs. 

With the score now 9-2, Time Out had one 
last chance to win the game in the bottom of the sev- 
enth. Joey Micco ripped an RBI double as the feisty 
preschool team closed the gap to 9-3. Manager Doud 
barked out encouragement as the hopes of a winning 
rally filled the Preschool dugout. Reina Micco, who 
initially thought she had struck out, hit a bloop single 
and would score on a sacrifice fly to make it 9-4. 
Natoshia Osceola added an RBI double to keep the 


inning going, but the rally soon ended as SPD hung 
on to win 9-5. 

“Hats off to SPD; they played a good game 
and were very gracious winners,” said Doud. “SPD’s 
continuous effort to bring their program closer to the 
community and to the people they serve and protect 
should be a role model for other communities and 
reservations around the country,” said Doud. 

“We appreciate everyone participating 
today,” said Latchford. “Events like this help 
strengthen the bond between the Seminole Police 
Department and the community we serve.” 

Latchford thanked the Preschool Department 
for playing a great game and offered them a rematch. 
SPD and the Preschool Department aren’t the only 
teams that enjoy playing softball. The Recreation 
Department has a team and another one may be 
added to participate in future community games. 

Doud looks forward to playing more games, 
no matter who it is. 

“I am very proud of the Preschool team 
today,” he said. “I think we gave them a run for their 
money.” 


Golfers Wanted 


Submitted by AIFI 

SAN FRANSISCO, CA — - The 
American Indian Film Institute (AIFI) invites 
golfers from the United States and Canada to play 
in the Will Sampson Memorial Golf Classic, start- 
ing at noon on July 17, at the Las Vegas Paiute 
Golf Resort, 10325 Nu-Wav Kaiv Blvd., Las 
Vegas, Nev. Tribal leaders, producers, writers, 
directors and actors from the Native American and 
Hollywood film communities will compete in the 
tournament to benefit the Tribute to Will Sampson 
Documentary Film Fund by AIFI, based in San 
Francisco. 

Registration forms are available on the 


American Indian Film Institute’s website at 
www.aifisf.com. Entry fees are $350 for individu- 
als, or $1,360 for golf foursomes. Airfare, lodging 
and transportation are not included in the entry fee, 

The classic starts at noon with a Putting 
and Chipping Contest. The cost is $5 per ball, or 3 
balls for $10. The tournament format will be a 
scramble, open to men and women of all golfing 
abilities. 

For more sponsorship opportunities, reg- 
istration and general information on the golf and 
dinner auction, please refer to AIFI’s website at 
www.aifisf.com, or call (415) 554-0525. 
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South Florida’s Largest & Mos 
Western Store & Show 


Davie: 954-587-9000 ^ Coconut Creek 
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50% off all 

Clmstrftas 

Gijlmre 


Florist^ Gifts 



Sbtw Tribal ID 
and receive 
10% discount 



1 700 N. Sinitr "Road 7 

{cm inK.T 4 if I ufi 14 1) 

I Iolywood 

(054) 9R7.4450 



vw w.fll 1 1 oris l .com 



4447 Weston Ttonu.1 
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(954) 349.444ft 




MUST SEE GENERAL SALES MANAGER, DAVID LABELLA FOR SPECIALS 


SEMINOLE & MICCOSUKEE TRIBAL 


MEMBERS & TRIBE EMPLOYEES 
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BRAND NEW 2004 CHEVY 


Conversion Center 


!L RAILED 
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MarooneoAuto Plaza 


* CHEVY NISSAN 15UZU K I A 
CUSTOM V A N 5 ■ USED CARS 


ON PINES/HOLLYWOOD BLVD* JUST WEST OF UNIVERSITY DRIVE 


CALL 
FOR 
SPECIAL | 
PRICING 


David LaBella 


General Sales Manager 


STORE HOURS: M DIMDAY-5 ATOP DAY 9-9 * SUNDAY 11-E * SERVICE HOURS: HO N DAY- FRI DAY 7-7 - SATURDAY 7-5 
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Jobs * Takalkeeke ❖ Vtutketv 


For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at (954) 967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, drug screening is a requirement of employment, 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


HOLLYWOOD 
Position: Budget Analyst 
Department: Accounting 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Accountant 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-5-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard (Summer, Temporary) 

Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour 

Position: Research Clerk 
Department: Tribal Clerk’s Office 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $23,920 annually with benefits 

Position: Administrative Assistant 
Department: Eligibility and Utilization, Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Secretary II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Procurement Coordinator/Estimator 

Department: Housing 

Position Opens: 4-19-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $33,176 annually with benefits 

Position: Courier 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour, with benefits 

Position: Buyer 
Department: Purchasing 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: A/P Data Entry Clerk 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lead Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Nutritionist 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 1-12-04 
Position Closes: 1-26-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Fixed Asset Accountant 

Department: Accounting 

Position Opens: 12-22-03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $30,000-$37,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Surveillance Manager 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Transfer Station Operator Trainee (2) 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Counselor II (3) 

Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

BIG CYPRESS 

Position: Tour Guide 
Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10-13-03 
Position Closes: 10-27-03 
Salary: $7. 50/hour, with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T and P/T 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Environ Health Facilities Management 
Representative 

Department: Environmental Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Art/Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Water Sampler 
Department: Water Resources 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Media Specialist 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits. 

Position: Patient Services Coordinator 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Elem. Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $48,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant to Tribal Historic Preservation Office 


Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 2-23-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Elementary Edu. Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Middle School Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position Opens: 5-3-2004 
Position Closes: when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Food Prep, and Service Assoc. 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-27-03 
Position Closes: 11-10-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 11-3-03 
Position Closes: when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T and P/T 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

BRIGHTON 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 1-5-04 
Position Closes: 1-19-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $48,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard (Full time) 

Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard (Part time) 

Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 5-4-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour 

Position: Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $ 17/hour, with benefits 

Position: Distribution/Collection System Crew Leader 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $40,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Head Teacher and Certified Head Teacher 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 4-26-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Tag Clerk, P/T 
Department: Tribal Field Office 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $11. 5 0/hour 

Position: Teacher Aide 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 4-19-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits and education 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

COCONUT CREEK 
Position: Surveillance Specialist (2) 

Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 5-3-2004 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

IMMOKALEE 
Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher I 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 11-24-03 

Position Closes: 12-08-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Distribution/Collection System Crew Leader 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $40,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist/Health Educator 
Department: Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

TAMPA 

Position: Surveillance Technician 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lead Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 


Police Jobs 


Position: Police Officer 
Starting Salary: $39,591 

Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, Immokalee 
Police Officer position available. Must already 
have/his/her certification. Needs to be a citizen or 
have alien resident card, 19 years or older, with a 
high school diploma or GED. Shift work. Benefits 
include PPO Health Insurance, Life Insurance, 40 IK, 
Take Home Car Program, Clothing Allowance. If 
you are interested, please call (954) 967-8900. 

The Seminole Police Department is looking 
for police dispatchers in Big Cypress. Applicants 
need to be a U.S. citizen, or have an alien resident 
card, be 19 years or older, and have a high school 
diploma or GED. This position is shift work. Tribal 
citizens are preferred, but not required. Starting 
salary is $29,693. For an application, please call 
(954) 967-8900. 


Emergency Services 

Position: Fire Inspector/Public Education Specialist 
Location: Big Cypress and other reservations 
Salary: $38,000 (negotiable), with benefits 


Responsibilities include: Fire safety inspec- 
tions of fire suppression and notification systems, new 
construction, existing occupancies and hazardous 
material sites. Manage Hazardous Material Program. 
Provide presentations on fire safety to educate the 
public and employees of the tribe. Accept other duties 
as required. Essential for satisfactory performance are: 
good communication skills (verbal and written), the 
ability to work with the public in a courteous manner, 
the ability to work in a “self directed” environment, a 
working knowledge of the National Fire Protection 
Agency’s Life Safety Code, State Building Codes 
including the rules and regulations of the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office and the ability to research and com- 
prehend technical material. Ability to travel between 
all reservations (statewide) is mandatory. 

Minimum Qualifications: Current State of 
Florida Fire Inspector Certification, experience con- 
ducting Fire Inspections and working with the public. 

Preference will be given to candidates pos- 
sessing State of Florida Firefighter Certification, rele- 
vant college degrees and certifications plus extensive 
Fire inspection/public education experience. 

Other Requirements: high dchool diploma, valid 
Florida Driver’s License, Ability to pass an extensive 
background investigation and drug screen. 


Criminal Defense 



DU I 
VOP 

FELONY & MISDEMEANOR 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
FAMILY LAW 

Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 


606 WhS'3 5 U OAKLAND HWY. 
Ct FW1STON, Ft OR I DA 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-98 3-LAWS (5297) 


South Florida Institute 
of Sports Medicine 0 

DeSimone & Moya, M.D, P.A, 

DeSimone • Moya ■ Haas • Bod tier ■ Davie 

Foot, Ankle & Leg Specialist of South Florida, Inc. 
Sheinberg * Bollo • Felton • Lotufo 



* HMQ’S/PPO'S 

• MOTOR VEHICLE 

ACCIDENTS 

* WORKERS COMP. 
‘MEDICARE ACCEPTED 
• INFANTS • CHILDREN 

TEENS •ADULTS 

Se Habla Espanol 
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EVENING HOURS 


WEST0N954 389 5900 
I WH Town Ccafcr BIylL 
(Arvitift PLwy 1/2 Ml. 

Wed GfBflnavcMtnra: BlvdJ 


Sports and Overuse Injuries 
Pediatric Orthopaedics 
Arthroscopic Surgery of: 

{Foot, Ankle, Knee, Shoulder, Elbow and Wrist) 

Knee Ligament Reconstruction 

Rotator Cuff/Injuries/Tennis Elbow 

Ankle Injuries and Arthritis 

Neck and Back Injuries 

Foot and Ankle Surgery 

Bunion and Hammertoe Correction 

Heel and Arch Pain 

Carpel Tunnel Surgery 

Fractures and Sprains 

Flat Feet 

In Grown Toenail {Permanent Correction) 
Joint Replacement Surgery 


24-HOUR EMERGENCY 


PEMBROKE PINES 

TAMARAC 1 

PLANTATION 

STEM, HOSP. 1VKST 

43t> mu 

454 720 1530 

954-91 6-055(1 

954-5 J 7-0792 

l?786S.WWSt 

7447 N, Unhiersity Dr. 

HOSMSfAw. 

®1 X.Fjirirpo ' 


(Touiw Hiizii.) 

Podiatry Only 

I’odkury Only 
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Announcements ❖ Ahaaheeke ❖ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday New Kid 


Poem 



I would like to wish my daughter 
Victoria Smith a happy birthday on 
April 30. May all your wishes come true. 
From, 

Dad, Candy, Maya, Corrina, 
and Johnny. 


Harmony Madison Cypress 

Born: January 29, 2004 
Weight: 8 pounds 6 ounces 
Length: 20 inches 

Parents Arnold Cypress and Nancy 
Ortega 

Big Sister: Destiny Cypress 
We thank God for our little miracle. 
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Commercial bank with new banking center to be 

located in the area of the new Seminole Hard 

Rock Hotel & Casino seeking experienced bank 
personnel for all levels of employment. 
Knowledge of Native American banking a plus. 

Salary commensurate with experience. 

Please fax resume to (954) 524-6899. 
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Tribat Dividends Accepted 

24 Hrs." Speedy Release - Professional Service 

ThI: DS4. HSU.D-llfl 32S2 W. Bniwjtnl -Blvtl. FfUl UrJi bi lWH ii. 


A Mother’s Day Poem 

Mother, my mother 

When I’m with you, I’m on the wings of 
love 

The wings of joy, passion and hope 
Mother, my mother, you brought me so 
much joy 

You brighten up my day which was once 
gray 

Mother of mine, so sweet and dear 

I stand here now older, but still young 

Together we get older 

Mother, my mother, now and forever 

I’m your little girl 

Mommy, my mommy 

— Brannon Billie, Panther clan 


Board Creates New 
Loan Program 

The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. has created a new 
Monthly Advancement loan program 
for tribal members only. The pro- 
gram will permit tribal members to 
borrow money and pay it back in full 
on a month to month basis in the 
event that a sudden need for funds 
should arise. 

Please call Bob Maza at 
(954)966-6300 ext. 1315 for further 
information. 


Anniversary 



Happy Anniversary to my wife, Nicky! 

I love you more than anything! 

The years spent with you have been the 
greatest. I look forward to many more. 
Love forever, Stephen. 


In Mentor iam 



Solomon Cypress 

(January 9, 1953-May 7, 2003) 


Although you have been gone a year now 
But we relive the pain like it was just yes- 
terday 

Or even just hours ago 
You truly are missed daddy 
I rather remember the days you were here 
with us 

But it hurts too much to forget you went 
home to God 

People still have many good things to say 
about you 
We miss you daddy 

It’s hard to go anywhere Cowbone Band 


is playing music 

The grandbabies you left behind often 
look for you there on stage 
Thinking you are there playing your bass 
guitar 

Still very hard to believe that you are 
gone 

Love you with all our hearts daddy, 
grandpa! ! ! 

Miss you very much! ! 

Jolene, Colby, Tatiana, Martina, 
Amanda, lil Boss, Nena, Uriah 


Notice 


The Yeehaw Road and bridge 
(no. 2) project will begin on Monday, 
May 17. Work will involve removal of 
bridge no. 1 in order to replace it with 
culverts allowing passage of construction 
vehicles. 

Be aware that there will be no 
passage across the first bridge on the 


main tram grade for the week of May 17- 
2 1 . Access to the ceremonial site may be 
possible through alternate routes depend- 
ing upon the type of vehicle used. 

Further questions concerning the 
project schedule may be directed to the 
water resource management department at 
(954) 967-3402. 


NTEC to Bring Together Top Professionals 
and Leaders on Tribal Environmental Issues 


Submitted by NTEC 

A diverse group of tribal leaders, 
environmental professionals, and govern- 
ment representatives will convene to dis- 
cuss serious environmental issues at the 
National Tribal Environmental Council’s 
(NTEC) 11th Annual Conference, to be 
hosted by the Catawba Indian Nation of 
South Carolina next month. 

With a theme of “Conserving 
Harmony in Creation; Empowering Tribal 
Nations,” conference topics will range 
from climate change to economic devel- 
opment that impact the native nations 
across the country, including Alaska. 


Astronaut John Herrington of the 
Chickasaw Nation has been invited as a 
keynote speaker, and others will be partic- 
ipating representing such organizations as 
the Native American Rights Fund, 

Council of Energy Resources Tribes, and 
the National Congress of American 
Indians. 

Set for April 19-22, the confer- 
ence will be held at the Springmaid Beach 
Resort and Conference Center at Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. More information 
may be obtained by going to NTEC’s 
website at www.ntec.org, or by calling 
Karen Ware at (505) 242-2175. 
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Kimberly Bauer 

[9541 266-8731 


Bruce Vendryes 

[9541 562-1296 
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Third Annual Field Day Celebration in Hollywood 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD You 

would have thought it was the 
Olympics, or at least smaller version of 
it. Children from the Hollywood pre- 
school department, and some adults, 


participated in the Third Annual Field 
Day Celebration, held at the baseball 
fields next to the Hollywood Gym. 

There was soccer, relays, golf, 
potato sack races and more. Members 
of the Recreation and Seminole Police 


Department (SPD) assisted the pre- 
school staff in making this popular, 
ever-growing event a complete suc- 
cess. 

“The recreation department 
and SPD really helped us out this 
year,” said Thommy 
Doud, preschool disabili- 
ty services coordinator. 

Gina Allardyce, 
physical education and 
gymnastics instructor for 
Hollywood recreation, 
encouraged children and 
adults to join in a mid- 
morning workout. With 
music playing, the 
preschoolers stretched, 
twisted, and jumped in an 
energetic warm-up ses- 
sion. Soon after, it was on 
to events. 

Jeremy Harrison, 
golf instructor for the 
Seminole Tribe, taught 
the young children, and 
even a few adults, the 
proper way to swing a 
golf club. Tiger Woods 
would have been proud as 
the four and five year 
olds showed poise and 
talent in swinging the 
oversized plastic clubs 
After about an 
hour of entertaining com- 
petition, it was break 
time. Juice and fruit were 
provided to the youngsters, adding 
healthy energy to these competitive 
preschoolers. The Seminole Police 
Department assisted the parents in 
handing out the wholesome treats. 

So how did Field Day come 


about? Parent Janine Cypress, along 
with other parents on the Hollywood 
reservation, was looking for a fun- 
filled activity to do with their children 
that emphasized exercising. 

“We wanted to introduce 
sports to the young children,” said 
Cypress. “Exercise is important, which 
is why we added some new activities. 
And as you can see, the children are 
having a great time.” 

Suraiya Smith, whose two- 
year-old son Kamani participated in 
the event, was thrilled with the turnout. 

“Every year we get more par- 
ents involved,” she said. “They see 
how important this event has become.” 

And even though young 
Kamani is only two, he thoroughly 
loves playing sports, especially basket- 
ball. 

Jerome Williams, Police 
Service Aide at the Dorothy Scott 
Osceola Building, relished the chance 
to assist with the Field days event. 

“I love kids,” Williams said. 
“It’s lots of fun helping the preschool 
department out.” 

In one activity where adults 
could be kids was the sack race. 
Members of SPD and Thommy Doud 
competed. While a couple of members 
of SPD stumbled out of the starting 
line, Doud raced to an impressive vic- 
tory. No doubt he’s had practice, pick- 
ing up tips from the sporty preschool- 
ers. 

After the event finished, rib- 
bons were handed out to each age 
group. And even though Field Day is 
more about healthy fun than competi- 
tion, everyone was a true champion 
today. 



Michael Kelly 

Ashley Osceola leads the way in the baton relay. 



Michael Kelly 

What a great turnout for the Third Annual Filed Day. 



Michael Kelly 



Michael Kelly 



The golf-ball-on-a-spoon relay was a Mason Micco gets a lift from Tony Heard, 
tough task for Sheldon Osceola. 




Michael Kelly 

(L-R) Samuel Sanchez, Mariah Bowers, Audriahna Sirota and Kira Mowatt 
enjoying a game of soccer. 


Michael Kelly 

SPD Captain Will Latchford (left) hops his way past Officers Suissa and 
Campo. 


Michael Kelly 

Golf instructor Jeremy Harrison offers Aden 
James Cypress some pointers. 
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We've Got Your Ticket! 


Life is too short 

SIT IN THE BACK . . . 

Upcoming Local Events. 

Madonna 

E OFFER UP-FRONT 


Jessica Simpson 

SEATING FOR: 


Eric Clapton 

Tim McGraw 

Concerts 

WWW Monday Night Raw 
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Hollywood Preschool 

Corbin Billie dressed as a flower for the 
Hollywood Preschool graduation. 
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Diamond Shore uses her diploma as a telescope. 
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Jaime Restrepo 


Big Cypress visitors and citizens alike will enjoy the 
U Save gas station at the Big Cypress Trading Post. 

Gas Station and 
Convenience Store 
Open in BC 

By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Tribe’s 
newest enterprise opened on May 17 in Big Cypress. 
The gas station/convenience store, called the Big 
Cypress Trading Post, opened with great expectations 
and Seminole pride. 

Among the tribal officials and employees on 
hand for the grand opening were: Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, President Moses Osceola, Big Cypress Board 
Representative Paul Bowers, Board Executive 
Administrator Jim Talik, Project Managers Cheryl 
Bolton, who coordinated the inside operations, includ- 
ing hiring staff, and Danny Tommie, who planned and 
managed the construction. 

The Big Cypress Trading Post provides much 
needed access to automotive fuel, including diesel, 
food, like milk, a wide assortment of soft drinks, bread 
and cold cuts, as well as non-food products, shelf 
items like paper towels, napkins, and automotive 
accessories. But most of all, the store provides conven- 
ience to the tribal community, as well as motorists 
passing through or just visiting the motocross track, 

See TRADING POST, page 3 

First Indian 
Baptist Academy 
Graduates 
Seminole Student 



Susan Etxebarria 


Pastor Wonder Johns (left) congratulates graduate 
Trina Bowers. 

By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — A memorable ceremony was 
conducted by the First Indian Baptist Academy in the 
church chapel on Thursday May 27. This ceremony 
celebrated Trina Bowers’ high school graduation. 

Bowers, from the Brighton reservation, was 
the one and only senior in this fairly new private 
Christian school. She graduated with straight A’s. 

Many family and friends attended the ceremo- 
ny, which also included the 2003-2004 School Year 
Awards for all the students. 

Bowers opened her inspiring farewell speech 
with her special 1 1 stanza poem in which she wrote 
about the lessons she has learned growing up. 

“I am two small words, and yet, it’s a power- 
ful place to be. It’s my life and I’m living it, I am 
everything you see,” the poem begins. 

“I am responsible for my actions, and all the 
things I say and do. I am responsible for my behavior 
and how I interact with you,” Bowers continued. “I am 
responsible for the level of my work, and the choices I 
make. I am responsible for the values I profess, and for 
the ways that I communicate.” 

With her two grandmothers and grandfather 
present, aunts and uncles, mother and father and 
younger brother, Bowers also expressed her gratitude 
for all they have done for her. 

“I wouldn’t have made it this far if it wasn’t 
for the love and support I received from my parents, 
family and friends,” she told the audience. “My par- 
ents have taught me the rights from the wrongs, my 

See BOWERS, page 20 



Eighth Annual Candy Osceola 
Memorial Pool Tournament 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLY- 
WOOD — The 
Seminole gym 
floor was filled 
with nine pool 
tables and more 
than 100 tribal cit- 
izens and friends 
for the Eighth 
Annual Candy 
Osceola Memorial 
Pool Tournament 
on Friday May 21 
and Saturday May 
22 . 

Juanita 
Osceola created 
this annual 

Memorial Pool Tournament event as a tribute for her 
late daughter Candy Osceola. 

“Seven years and two months ago, Candy 
was taken away, she left two sons, a brother and sis- 
ter,” said Osceola. “Her birthday was on May 18, so 
that’s why we hold this event for the community 
every year at this time, to honor her memory.” 

Fifteen senior women and 16 senior men 
signed up for the senior’s 8-ball contest on Friday 
night. Thirty-four youth boys and 1 9 youth girls also 
signed up for the youth 8-ball competition. 


All 

participants 
were striving to 
become winners 
to claim the big 
cash prizes. To 
keep everyone 
from growing 
hungry in this 
long competi- 
tion, there was 
food catered by 
the local 
favorite Sonny’s 
Famous Steak 
Hoagies, that 
had the irre- 
sistible aroma 
and flavor 

everyone could really enjoy eating. 

Mike DeWitt, founder and owner of 
Bizzaro Cues had set up shop in a small corner of 
the gym floor as the competition went on. He sat at 
a table in front of his cue sticks on display, some cue 
sticks costing as much as $2,000 dollars and more. 

DeWitt said, “The Texas Tornado,” Vivian 
Villarreal, David Cypress, Mitchell Cypress, and 
Daniel Gopher all have custom made sticks, some 
with tribal colors inlaid on them.” He continued, 

See OSCEOLA, page 12 



Felix DoBosz 


Juanita Osceola (left) plays in the pool tournament she created 
to honor her late daughter Candy Osceola. 


McCall Honored at Sports Banquet 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — Christine McCall and 
her softball teammates were almost late for the 24th 
Annual 2004 Sports Banquet at Sheridan Hills 
Christian School, but they had a viable excuse. The 
varsity softball team returned from Homestead, Fla. 
victorious, capturing the regional finals by defeating 
Princeton Christian, 13-2. Next stop, a trip to the 
Tampa and a chance of winning the state finals. 

Everyone at the event gave the team a thun- 
derous ovation, as this was the first Sheridan Hills 
athletic team to ever win a regional tournament. No 
one seemed to mind if the varsity softball team 


arrived in their uniforms; in fact, it was only fitting 
to arrive in sports attire at a sports banquet. 

“Awesome!” said Chet Steele, Head Master 
at Sheridan Hills, as he addressed the large crowd. 
Steele went on to mention that “this is the first time 
our athletic program has ever won a regional tourna- 
ment. . .in any sport.” 

The purpose of the 24th Annual Sports 

Banquet was to honor athletes, from seventh graders 

to high school seniors. McCall, daughter of Wanda 

Bowers and her late father David McCall, earned 

awards for her stellar play on the basketball court 

and in softball. c M rAT T * 

See McCALL, page 3 


Council Meeting 
Held in Brighton 

By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On Friday May 14, the 
Brighton Reservation hosted their second Tribal 
Council meeting at the Brighton Gymnasium at 10 
a.m. The meeting was called to order by Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress and the invocation was asked by 
Alice Snow. 

Once roll call was completed, Executive 
Administrator Ken Fields introduced Marsha Green 
as a new developer of programs and projects for the 
chairman’s office. Green comes to the Seminole 
Tribe with many years of service as an attorney with 
other tribes. 

Fields then presented routing items of 
administrative nature that had been previously dis- 
cussed by the Tribal Council. The items included 
home site leases, lease extensions, home permits, 
easement of right of ways for Glades Electric and 
Sprint, and service agreements with various compa- 
nies. There were 32 of these routine items which 
were all approved. 

Among new items were two resolutions pre- 
sented by Louise Gopher, Director of Education. The 
first resolution was an amendment to the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Criteria Agreement for Private 
school scholarship program, which stated that those 
students attending private schools would only be 
allowed 12 absences, instead of the previously 
allowed 18. 

The second was an amendment to the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida School registration policy 
which stated the tribe would no longer fund on-line 
school, home schooling, correspondence school, or 
anything of this nature. Both amendments were 
approved. 

Among other resolutions was an approval of 
lease schedules 11 and 12 to the master lease agree- 
ment entered into with PDS Gaming Corporation 
where the Hard Rock Hotel will offer guests with on- 
site opportunity to charter a fishing boat for the day 
without needing to leave the premises. This boat will 
also be used as an alternative means of marketing for 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 

Tribal Treasurer Mike Tiger presented a res- 
olution with Ford Motor Credit Company lease-pur- 
chase agreement which will allow the tribe to pur- 
chase leased vehicles for tribal department use. The 
next meeting of Tribal Council will be held in June. 

On a special note, at the end of the council 
meeting, Max Osceola asked Education Director 
Louise Gopher and Ken Fields to get together and 
present a resolution to rename the Seminole Tribe 
Higher Education Scholarship to Billy Cypress 
Higher Education Scholarship Program in his honor. 



Adelsa Williams 


Marina Renee Tigertail-Sanders after the gradua- 
tion ceremony with her husband Eric Sanders. 

Marina Renee 
Tigertail-Sanders 
Graduates from UM 

By Adelsa Williams 

MIAMI, FL — It’s graduation season. At 
the University of Miami, the number of alumni this 
year grew past 134,000, an approximate count of 
graduates residing in all states and 148 countries. 

Tribal citizen, Marina Renee Tigertail- 
Sanders, Otter clan, from the Big Cypress reserva- 
tion earned her way into the University of Miami’s 
alumni count. She is also the proud mother of two 
beautiful daughters, 16-year-old Kellie and 14-year- 
old Demetria. 

On May 14, Tigertail-Sanders marched 
across the arena stage, arrayed in a long pointed, 
open sleeve black gown, signifying that she will 
receive a baccalaureate, better known as bachelor’s 
degree. She was one of 74 graduates to receive a 
bachelor of science in nursing. 

Becoming a registered nurse has always 

See SANDERS, page 20 






The Seminole Tribune 


2 


June 11, 2004 


Grand Opening of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Commemoritve Issue of The Seminole Tribune 

History. . . 

Culture . . . 
Enterprises . . . 

Learn about the rich history of The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. In this color- 
ful 64 page booklet, there is something 
for everyone, from students to history 
buffs and even academic researchers. 
Don’t miss this great opportunity to 
take home the only comprehensive 
guide to The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s rich history and culture, as 
well as the tribe’s enterprises. 

Please send check or money order in the amount of $8 to The Seminole Tribune, 
Commemorative Booklet, 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FT 33024. Or order 
online at www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace. For more information please call 
(800) 683-7800, Ext. 1266. 



Attention Tribal Citizens 

All tribal citizens of The Seminole Tribe of Florida 

who live out of state are eligible to receive a 
free subscription of The Seminole Tribune. 

Please fill out the information below and mail to: 

The Seminole Tribune 

6300 Stirling Road, Room 225 - Hollywood, FL 33024 


Name. 


Tribal Roll Number 


Address. 


City State Zip. 


Phone. 


E-mail. 


Additional Info 

As soon as we receive this information, your subscription will 
be mailed to you. Thank you very much. 


Announcement Form 

Attention Seminole tribal citizens and employees: If you would like to 
submit an announcement (birthday, baby, marriage, etc.) to The Seminole 
Tribune , and to insure correct spelling, please fill out the information provided 
below. If you have any questions about deadlines, etc., please call The Seminole 
Tribune at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1267, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Our fax num- 
ber is (954) 967-3482. Thanks. 

Please Write Your Announcement Below (Please Print Clearly) 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 


MOTHER: 


FATHER: 


CHILDREN: 


GRANDPARENTS: 


CLAN: (OPTIONAL) 

If you would like your photos mailed back to you, 
please include your mailing address. 
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(954) 967-3482, or mail to: The 
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Editorials 

Things I Won’t Do 


By Dr. Dean Chavers 

There are certain things I won’t do. The older I get, the 
more I don’t want to do some of them. People do too many of 
them without thinking. The older they get the more I think. I hope 
my thinking is all right. Here are some of the things I won’t do: 

• Live in a gated community. People who live in a gated 
community may be genuinely afraid of the world outside. Or they 
may think they are better than other people. I would rather not 
live my life in fear. I hate to tell you this, but I could walk into 
almost any gated community in the U. S. within a few minutes. 
The criminals who know the system better than I do can do it in 
seconds. If you think a gated community is protecting you, think 
again. It makes you a target. 

• Send my kids to private schools. Despite what the 
Rockefellers, the Hays, the Whitneys, the Kennedys, and other 
rich politicians and business leaders do, I would not send my kids 
to private schools if I had all the money in the world. I would 
rather my kids be normal, not set apart from the world. Our neigh- 
bors, Bob and Ginger Whisnant, tried to recruit all three of our 
kids to go to Albuquerque Academy, where the two of them 
taught. But none of the kids wanted to attend the Academy. The 
Academy is outstanding; I am not putting it down. But our kids 
got an excellent education at Del Norte High School. They also 
learned a lot about the real world. My only exception was if I had 
to send my kids to some of the worst Indian schools. Then, pri- 
vate school, here we come. 

• Ignore my kids. Too may parents ignore their kids 
today. Despite being poor and busy when our kids were in school, 
my wife Toni and I went to their plays, their basketball games, 
baseball games, and other events. We went through the teenage 
thing with all three of them. One of them quit talking to me when 
she was 12, and didn’t talk to me again until she was 17. Then 
she asked, “Daddy will you buy me a car?” Despite this, I kept 
trying to talk to them, and eventually they responded. The amount 
of child neglect in the world today is astounding. I love the new 
commercials with Charles Barkley and the boys. They ask “Do 
you know the nickname of your child’s principal?” That is a valid 
question. We need to know what our kids are doing in school and 
elsewhere. 

• Teach my kids to hate. I was taught to hate when I 
was a kid, but I hated hating people. I was supposed to hate Black 
people, and to distrust White people. I was supposed to be suspi- 
cious of almost everyone else-Jews, Asians, Mexicans, Russians, 
gays, Polacks, etc. But I made up my mind before I was 15 that I 
would not be a bigot. I have tried to teach that to my kids. Hating 
takes too much energy, and it is wrong. I heard my grandfather 
rage about racist things for years. Sometimes I thought he would 
have a heart attack or a hemorrhage. He never did, but he used 
up so much psychic energy fussing and cussing against school 
integration in the 1950s and 1960s. There is not enough room in 
this world to hate. 

• Blame other people. This was a hard one for me. I 
blamed other people most of my life. If something went wrong at 
my house 30 years ago, it was my wife’s fault or one of the kids’ 
fault. But one day I woke up and realized I was a jerk. I have been 
trying to recover for 20 years now. If you are to blame, men, 
accept the blame. People will like you better. I don’t know how 
women put up with us anyway. 

• Spread fear. George Bush has done the nation no good 
by establishing the Transportation Security Administration (TSA). 
It is too little, too late. It holds people up for hours in line. It insults 
people. It wastes time. It wastes money. And the bottom line: how 
many terrorists have they caught? We can spread fear in so many 
ways. It would be so much easier for people just to go through a 
metal detector just before they board the plane. Anyone with metal 
could be required to step aside and be searched. But even better- 
do away with the whole thing. With airport security in place, we 
had four planes hijacked on 9/11. Three of them did irreparable 
harm. 

• Forbid my kids to marry anyone. Two of them have 
already married minorities, and the third one will be marrying an 
RWG (regular white guy) this June. Both the two who got mar- 
ried are already divorced, which is another sign of the times. They 
made bad decisions about husbands, but they didn’t make them 
for racial reasons. 

I firmly believe that peace in the world will only be 
achieved when people of all races are free to interact with people 
of all other races. That means they can also marry them. 

• Make my kids stay at home. They should learn about 


other cultures, not just superficially, but in depth. I love the stu- 
dent exchange program, and wish it could be expanded a hundred 
fold. Our children need to go to Africa, Asia, Europe, and the rest 
of the world, and work with different types of people. We are way 
too insulated and isolated as a nation. We ought to flood the 
Middle Eastern nations with people from the U. S. and let them 
stay a year or two. And we ought to let many more of them come 
to the U. S. to study and work. They would break down more bar- 
riers than we could imagine. 

The biggest problem facing the U. S. now is not North 
Korea, or Afghanistan. It is the enormous hatred toward the U. S. 
by millions of Muslims. They are found in a quarter of the nations 
of the world, from the Philippines to Saudi Arabia. There are more 
than a billion of them. We need to make friends with them, or reap 
the whirlwind. 

• Watch gory movies. I hate all gory movies. It is wrong 
to hate people; but it is all right to hate stupidity? The Slasher, 
the Texas Chainsaw guy, Jason (whoever he is), the Steven Segal 
movies, the Rock’s movies, the Arnold Schwarzenegger movies, 
all are beyond the pale. 

• Join the NRA. If the NRA was the last organization 
on earth, I still would not join it. I don’t believe in anything they 
say. They are some of the most boorish people on earth. Do you 
know they had a celebration meeting after the Columbine shoot- 
ing in Denver, Colo.? And they held it in Denver, about 10 miles 
from Columbine. That is more than rubbing salt into the wound. 
It is unfeeling and loutish. We do not need weapons of mass 
destruction, such as a Glock, a BAR, or a nine millimeter, avail- 
able to the public. No fully automatic weapons should be avail- 
able except to the military. It is too bad they have people of lim- 
ited intelligence such as Charlton Heston leading them. 

• Be cruel to poor people. More people do this than you 
might imagine. Despotic landlords throw poor people out in the 
street all the time. Teachers call poor kids names in school. One 
of the worst names I hear in Indian schools is “You people.” That 
phrase is so hateful I wish it were outlawed. 

Being cruel takes many forms. It can be telling poor chil- 
dren they should study vocational trades instead of encouraging 
them to go to college. It can be denying jobs to people who are 
not just like us. It can be denying housing to people of a differ- 
ent color, which happens all the time. It can be denying college 
admission to people based on their race, which is still widespread. 
When an Ivy League opens its doors a tiny bit and lets a few of 
us minorities in, it is still cruel to keep most of us out. 

• Take up golf. This is just personal. I don’t like golf, 
but I have never played it. I already waste several hours a week 
bowling, and one vice is enough. I know I have reached the depths 
on weekends when there is nothing on TV to watch except PGA 
golf. Lord, help us. 

• Accept bad schools. We have some of the worst 
schools in Indian Country that you can imagine. We still have 
schools where students are graduated who cannot read. We, all of 
us, need to challenge these schools. They need to get kids in 
school every day, get them reading, give them homework, and 
open lines of communication to parents. Indian parents will 
respond if the schools make the first move. But schools by and 
large are afraid of Indian parents, and will not talk to them. Come 
on, schools! But being negative about it seldom works. My organ- 
ization actually gives grants to improve Indian schools. 

• Accept incompetence. This is a big one. We have so 
much of it in Indian Country. So I am lying; I have to accept it, 
but I hate it. The counselor who tells an Indian student not to go 
to college is incompetent. The counselor who fails to help an 
excellent Indian student get accepted to the right college and find 
scholarships to pay for it is incompetent. The principals who let 
this type of behavior go on are incompetent. BIA people who keep 
Indian lands out of the hands of tribes are incompetent. BIA peo- 
ple who let oil drillers steal Indian people blind are incompetent. 
I had better stop. 

• Shut someone up. Even if I don’t like what you have 
to say, I fought and people died for your right to say it. If I don’t 
like it, I can always walk away. But I will defend your right to 
say what you want to. Isn’t that what democracy is all about? 

Dr. Chavers is the director of Catching the Dream, for- 
merly called the Native American Scholarship Fund. His e-mail 
address is CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com. 
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Sergeant Juan Maya 


Dear Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

My platoon and I want to thank 
you for your support and your patriotism, 
especially in the hard times that this coun- 
try is going through lately. Sometimes it’s 
difficult to put a face on a war that’s tak- 
ing place halfway around the world, but 
I’m happy to have the opportunity to give 
you a little insight into the lives of a few 
of the soldiers here. 

We arrived in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan on March 24, and spent a 
week or so there, sleeping in communal 
tents, while we prepared to go to our 
smaller camp in the east. The compound 
in Kandahar is not at all what we expect- 
ed when we pictured Afghanistan a few 
weeks ago. There are hundreds of military 
personnel there, a whole community, with 
a gym, a PX, a barbershop, and local 
Afghani vendors selling everything from 
DVDs to antique Russian weapons. 

We were pleasantly surprised that 
we had access to computers and tele- 
phones and were able to call and email 
home to let our families know we had 
arrived safely. Of course, these things are 
in high demand, and the average wait to 
use them is about an hour. It was definite- 
ly worth it to be able to hear the happy 
voices of our wives, children and parents 
back home who didn’t expect to hear from 
us for at least a month. 

Since we have been here, my 
platoon and I have been working closely 
with the local civilian contractors. We are 


maintaining the important relationships 
that help keep our camp running and in 
turn, put money into their economy and 
keep the tribal warlords in the area paci- 
fied. 

It’s very interesting to see the 
differences in our cultures. I have talked 
extensively to a few of the Afghani inter- 
preters here about their marriages, rela- 
tionships, and customs and shared about 
our American culture. They seem to be 
just as fascinated by us as we are by them. 
I hope to learn a lot more while I’m here 
and I think our exchanges with the 
Afghanis will help open minds about 
accepting and appreciating peoples’ differ- 
ences, on both sides of the fence. 

I will write again soon when we 
are settled in our camp. Thank you again 
for your support. It helps to know there 
are folks on the home-front that, regard- 
less of whether or not they support the 
war, who do support the soldiers. 
Sincerely, 

Sgt. Juan D. Maya 

ACO. 2/27th, TF 2/27, 3 BCT 

APO AE 09355-9998 

All members of the AF platoon: Oswaldo 
Alvarez, Joseph Box, Marcus Gersten, 
Michael Long, Juan Maya, and Nathan 
Unger. 

Dear Editor, 

Do you offer credit line for play- 
ers? If so, can you email or fax an appli- 
cation to me? 

Nick Guarino 
nguarino@comcast.net 

Dear Mr. Guarino , 

Sorry, but no credit is offered at 
Seminole casinos. 

Edward Jenkins 
Director of Gaming/Compliance 
and Regulations 

Virginia, 

I just want to congratulate you 
and your staff for an excellent work you 
did on the Commerative Issue of The 
Seminole Tribune. 

I have had the opportunity to 


share it with friends, especially educators 
in our local communities of Okeechobee 
and Moore Haven, and they all gave me 
raving comments about the book, without 
my asking or even thinking about it. 

We gave it out at Brighton during 
the Pull Out School Open House. I 
haven’t had a chance to read over all of it 
myself but these people sounds like they 
have and I’m sure they will use it as an 
educational resource book. 

Sincerely, 

Louise Gopher 

Dear Seminole Tribune , 

We would like to extend our 
thanks to everyone that has helped in our 
time of need, including the Big Cypress 
board and council representatives and the 
chairman’s office. We especially would 
like to thank The Seminole Tribune for 
posting the full page stories and pictures 
of Henry John Billie for everyone to enjoy. 

Here are a few other things that 
people may not know of Henry John; 
when the new Hollywood reservation first 
opened up, there wasn’t any kind of law 
enforcement, but Henry became an 
Broward sheriff deputy while being the 
manager for the Seminole Okalee Indian 
Village 

In the early- 1960s, vandals 
focused on the village’s wildlife and 
began destroying property and Henry 
John took to patrolling the grounds at 
night, with a panther on a leash. 

Again, thank you for the memo- 
ries on film. 

Sincerely, 

The family of Henry John Billie 


Correction 


In the May 2 1 issue of The 
Seminole Tribune , it was incorrectly 
reported in the Board Meeting story, 
which stated approval of resolution for 
purchase of Lakeport Lodge, when in fact, 
it only approved the authorization to initi- 
ate negotiations. 
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Billy Cypress Honored at LaBelle Freedom Day Festival 





By Nery Mejicano 

LABELLE, FL — With the sound of 
Civil War cannons, the rumble of World War II air- 
planes and the ringing of the freedom bell, the late 
Major Billy Cypress was honored during Freedom 
Day, held on Saturday May 29. 

His wife, Carol and other members of his 
family and clan, received two plaques and a 
wreath, and as a symbol of remembrance, were 
asked to ring the freedom bell. 

Lester Maddox, one of the Hendry 
County officials, recognized Cypress not only for 
his service to the country, but for his dedication to 
the cultural heritage of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, as well as his contributions to Hendry 
County. Cypress served on the county’s board of 
tourism and was respected by all who knew him. 
Museum directors, historians and others sought the 
knowledge and wisdom of Cypress, which he was 
most willing to share. 

The Freedom Day Foundation, under the 
leadership of Richard Williams, decided to honor 
Major Billy Cypress for his unselfish dedication to 
his country, his leadership in ensuring that the 
Seminole culture is passed on to future members of 
the tribe, and for providing education about the 
history, culture and traditions of the Seminole 
Tribe through the wonderful Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum, which he directed. 

This event was held on the grounds of the 
LaBelle Airport. Thousands of people endured the 
South Florida heat to honor the veterans and those 
presently fighting to defend our freedoms. Soldiers 
of all the major conflicts from the Revolutionary 
War to the war in Iraq and Afghanistan were hon- 
ored. 

Gray and blue jacketed soldiers representing 
the Civil War marched to the beat of drums while 
cannon fire resonated in the vast expanse of the air- 
field. Dozens of planes, from vintage WWII trans- 
ports to new experimental ones, flew over the crowd 


Nery Mejicano 

Revolutionary War re-enactors march in the sweltering Florida sun. 


Nery Mejicano 

Hendry County Commissioner Reverend Bill Maddox places a wreath upon the freedom bell, as members 
of the late Billy Cypress’s family look on. 


in honor of our service men and women. The field 
was awash in red, white and blue as hundreds of 
American flags were distributed. At the main stage, 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida flag, along with the 
American flag and the missing in action flag, proud- 
ly waved under a gentle breeze. 

About 800 bikers 
from all over Florida con- 
verged in LaBelle to attend 
this event. Tribal Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress and 
Hollywood Council 
Representative Max 
Osceola Jr. led a group of 
about 30 Seminole riders in 
bright red t-shirts, to honor 
Major Billy Cypress. The 
roaring sound of their 
engines even drowned out 
the sound of the airplanes. 

The event con- 
cluded by honoring one of 
LaBelle ’s heroes, Lance 
Corporal Norman Casey 
Ballard, who was killed in 
action in Vietnam. His fam- 
ily received a plaque and 
after ringing the bell, 
numerous red, white and 
blue balloons were released 
to the backdrop of a bright 
blue sky. A lonesome yel- 
low balloon was also 
released as a symbol of all 
those serving the country 


Oliver Wareham 


today. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress revs up his Harly- 
Davidson motorcycle during the memorial ride. 



Michael Kelly 

Proud mom Wanda Bowers (left) and her daughter 
Christine McCall. 


McCall 

Continued from page 1 


The six- foot-one-inch McCall can attribute 
her athletic ability to her mother, who was an all-star 
in basketball, softball, and even played intramural 
football in high school and college. Christine, no 
doubt, got her height from her father, who stood six- 
foot-four. 

McCall, who plays right field for the 17-6 
Sharks, is the consummate team player. She hit .259, 
scored 12 runs, had 25 RBI, and was named All 
County honorable mention by The Miami Herald for 
both softball and basketball. 

In basketball, the 17-year-old McCall earned 
the MVP award by leading the Sharks to a 16-5 
record. She was the top rebounded, scorer, shot 
blocker, and was also named to the Second All- 
Conference and South Atlantic Coast Conference 
teams. Next year, McCall, who plays center for the 
Sharks, will be named team captain. 

“I’m so proud of her,” said Bowers. “She’s 
started for the varsity team since she was a fresh- 
man.” 

McCall has already visited colleges, and 
especially likes New York University. She said 
Florida State University is also a strong possibility. 

Regardless of which university Christine 
attends, her goal is to return to South Florida and 
work for the tribe, preferably in social work. 

“My goal is to work with children,” said 

McCall. 

McCall, who has attended Sheridan Hills 
since ninth grade, returns as a senior next year and 
looks to return to the regional championships in both 
softball and basketball. And thanks to McCall’s ath- 
letic talents, winning a state title is now a reachable 
goal. 



Trading Post 

Continued from page 1 


Jaime Restrepo 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress buys a soda at the new conven- 
ience store. 


museum or campground. For anyone who 
needs ice for the cooler, the Trading Post is 
the place to find it. 

Easily accessible from anywhere in 
Big Cypress, the store is located next to the 
Herman Osceola Gym, on BIA Road 1281, 

AKA the Josie Billie Highway. 

“This is long overdue for the com- 
munity,” said Moses Osceola. “With the 
introduction of the motocross track, this 
benefits all the tribal members, who are all 
shareholders in the operation. Any money 
spent here is money invested in the commu- 
nity. I think it’s great.” 

The enterprise has been in planning 
since last June, when a resolution was 
passed to proceed with the store. The board, 
realizing that this was a good economic 
opportunity for the tribe, negotiated with the 
lease holder, Raleigh Osceola, contractors 
and vendors to get the building, tanks and pumps in 
prime running order. 

Moses Osceola, having prior experience with 
convenience store operations, said “You can do well 
with them. It’s a good cash flow opportunity for the 
tribe.” 

He also stated, “We are bringing more prod- 
ucts in as we go along. We will try to provide every- 
thing that a household might need.” 

Cheryl Bolton, operations coordinator for the 
internal operations of the store, said that in the next 
two to three weeks, the store will also feature a 


restaurant with a daily menu. For now, they will start 
with breakfast. Lunch and early dinners will follow 
soon after. 

“We will feature scrambled eggs, biscuits, 
bacon for breakfast; burgers, chicken and sandwiches 
for lunch; including daily specials, based upon the 
needs of the community,” said Bolton. 

She also said that outside tables will be 
added for dining convenience. 

Store hours are 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., with later 
closings depending on community functions and 
events. Major credit cards are accepted, including 
tribal fleet cards. 
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Mexican Style Mother’s Day in Immokalee 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — In commemoration of 
Mother’s Day, Immokalee Council Representative, 
Elaine Aguilar invited the ladies of the community to 
a luncheon on Friday May 7. She selected Lozano’s, 
a popular local Mexican restaurant, for the get 
together. 

Thirty-nine community members accepted 


the invitation and enjoyed an afternoon of good food 
and excellent company. Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
took time out of his busy schedule to ride over on his 
Harley-Davidson and join in the celebration. 

Seminole Police Officers Lyn Howard and 
Tom Faherty dropped by to wish everyone a happy 
and safe Mother’s Day. 


Mother ’s Day Dinner for Trail Mothers 


By Adelsa Williams 

MIAMI — On Wednesday, May 5, Trail 
Liaison William Osceola hosted a Mother’s Day din- 
ner for Seminole mothers living at the Miccosukee 
reservation. The event took place at the Miccosukee 
Casino and Resort’s ballroom. 

It was a reserved celebration. Everyone 
enjoyed a catered dinner from the resort. There was 
ham, beef, fried chicken, chicken breast, com, sweet 
potatoes, to name a few. 

Osceola gave a brief speech before dinner. 
He then handed out incentives and flower arrange- 
ments for all the mothers. 

Tribal citizen, Mary Jane Billie, attended 
the dinner along with her seven children. She is a 
proud mother of four girls and three boys. It was a 
happy moment for all. 

Mary Jane commented that Liaison Osceola 
is a very dedicated individual when it comes to 
reaching out to the community. 

“I can’t think of anyone else who can hold 
that seat, better than William,” she said, “We’re 
lucky to have him.” 



Adelsa Williams 


(L-R, back row) William Osceola, Sally Osceola, 
Morningstar Osceola holding Aaliyah, (front row) 
Jaime Osceola and Peggy Osceola. 


Seminole Wind Horse Club Banquet 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee Gym 
was crowded with Seminole Wind Horse Club 
(SWHC) members and their families for the Year End 
Awards banquet on May 15. 

The evening was 
kicked off with a gener- 
ous buffet supper which 
set the mood for a fun- 
filled occasion. 

Following the meal, club 
President Melody 
Halperin, thanked the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
for their sponsorship in 
allowing the club to use 
the John Jimmie 
Memorial Arena for their 
show dates. 

Immokalee 

Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
acknowledged the club’s 
recognition of the 
Seminole Tribe, and 
spoke of the tribal com- 
mitment to community 
involvement. 

“The club is 
family oriented and has 
always made good use of 
the arena,” she said. 

“Love one another — that 
is the main goal,” she 
said. 

The Horse 

Club’s board of directors 
and outstanding volun- 
teers were acknowledged 
individually with gift cer- 
tificates. Special recogni- 
tion awards and red, white and blue trophies were 
presented to outstanding riders in eight categories 
along with participation prizes. 

The Bechtol/Miller family lost their 18-year- 
old daughter, Brooke, in an automobile accident dur- 


ing the year and she was memorialized with a perpet- 
ual trophy titled Awesome Little Rider of the Year. 

The Seminole Wind Horse Club had a won- 
derful show season in which there were twelve saddle 
awards. Numerous other prizes included belt buckles, 

horse tack, grooming 
supplies and riding 
apparel. 

Three members 
of the Seminole Tribe 
Community took home 
their share of the treas- 
ures. Chelsey Ford 
received a Pee Wee 
Over- All First Place 
Barrel Saddle. During 
the season she averaged 
three first places and two 
seconds. Her prizes 
included a saddle blan- 
ket, headstall, breast col- 
lar, halter, reins, splint 
and bell boots. 

Justina Billie 
won the Junior All- 
Around Speed Events 
and walked away with a 
new barrel saddle, belt 
buckle, halter and lead, 
breast collar, headstall, 
bell boots and First Aid 
Kit. Ayze Henry wrapped 
up the Senior Speed 
Division with a first 
place in all the events and 
ran away with the win- 
ning saddle. Her individ- 
ual event prizes included 
a belt buckle, halter and 
lead, bell boots, shin 
guards and grooming supplies. 

The Seminole Wind Horse Club will begin 
their new show season on the first Saturday in 
October and invites all tribal citizens to participate. 
See you next season. 



Judy Weeks 

Immokalee Liaison Elaine Aguilar (top, right) 
congratulates Ayze Henry (center) and Chelsey 
Ford (top, right) at the SWHC banquet. 



Brighton Students Go Backstage at 
Seminole Hard Rock for VIP Tour 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — Hollywood Board 
Representative David DeHass is sitting at the 
Constant Grind coffee shop in the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino waiting for a bus. The bus con- 
tains students from the First Indian Baptist Academy, 
located in Brighton. 

DeHass has arranged for the students to get 
a behind-the-scenes tour of the beautiful new hotel. 
The bus arrives and the students are eager to explore 
the surroundings. 

Tour guide Sylmarie gives the students an 
inside look at the kitchen, employee dining room, 
housekeeping, and uniform storage. The system in 
uniform storage is very much like the one Alicia 
Silverstone had in the movie Clueless, only the 
employee must swipe their badge in order to receive 
their uniform. 

The students also visited storage and human 
resources, where the Hard Rock motto, Love All 
Serve All, is painted above a doorway and is also 
translated into Miccosukee. 

At the conclusion of the tour the students 
were treated to a private poolside luncheon. Seminole 
Hard Rock staff took the students into consideration 


when preparing for the lunch. The centerpieces were 
toys of all sorts; rubber ducks, rubber frogs, hula 
hoops, bubbles, toy soldiers and sunglasses. The stu- 
dents were encouraged to keep whatever toys they 
wanted. 

When asked what they thought of the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino their responses 
were unanimous. 

“Cool!” exclaimed Nathan Gopher. 

Reese Bert gave it two thumbs up (He was 
eating and unable to speak)! 

“I like it” said Selena Billie, “It’s cool!” 

After lunch, the students were free to enjoy 
the pool for a couple of hours before heading home. 

Academy Principal Crista Blackwell 
expressed her appreciativeness to DeHass. 

“We are extremely grateful to David 
[DeHass] for doing this” said Blackwell “It’s a beau- 
tiful hotel. I’m glad the students got to see it and 
enjoy it.” 

Congratulations to the students for complet- 
ing another school year. Keep up the good work; 
remember that this is just one of the perks for staying 
in school. 



Emma Brown 


Archery students (L-R) Tyler Harjochee and Marcus Robinson receive golden arrows for completing the 
archery program. 


Pemayetv Completes Second Year 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On Friday May 21, the 
Brighton Culture and Education department hosted 
the end of the program for the Pull-Out program 
(Pemayetv). This program was an opportunity for the 
teachers and staff of the Pull-Out program to share 
their unique teaching approach with members of the 
community, parents, and invited guests. The program 
is geared toward language and cultural preservation 
for students in kindergarten-fifth grade. 

The program began with the Director of 
Education Louise Gopher, explaining how the pro- 



Emma Brown 


J.T. Smith reads an excerpt from Mekko 
Smvnolvlke. 


gram got started from an idea that her daughter Rita 
Gopher had. Rita remembered how the Culture 
Department used to come into the schools when she 
was a student and pull them out of class to have a 
culture session. 

This is how the program got the name Pull- 
Out. With the help and support of the Okeechobee 
County School Board, the Culture and Education 
Department were able to make this idea a reality and 
the program has just completed their second year 
with great success. 

Once Mrs. Gopher was finished explaining 
the program, the kindergarten classes came up to lead 
the audience in the creek singing of happy birthday 
to all May, June and July birthdays, followed by the 
asking of the blessing in the Creek language. 

Next, Louise gave the invited dignitaries a 
chance to speak. Among some of the dignitaries 
attending were Brighton Councilman Roger Smith, 
Okeechobee outgoing superintendent, Phoebe 
Raulerson, Okeechobee’s incoming superintendent, 
Dr. Pat Cooper, Glades County Superintendent, 
Wayne Aldrich, Glades County Tax Collector, Larry 
Lucky, Glades County Clerk of Courts, Joe Flint, and 
members of Okeechobee and Glades County School 
Board and school system. 

Superintendent, Phoebe Raulerson was an 
integral part of the Pull-Out Programs approval by 
the county and state. Raulerson recognized the 
importance of knowing your language and the advan- 
tages of students that know two languages. She 
shared with the crowd that she feels the program is a, 
“wonderful thing that we have brought about.” 

Dr. Pat Cooper, incoming superintendent for 
Okeechobee said, “I see the fruit bearing.” 

Mr. Aldrich, Glades County Superintendent, 
said, “I’ 11 support this program as long as you want 
to have it. This program has helped close a gap on 
cultural differences, which is an area that so many 


schools are lacking.” 

The strong support from the local county 
school boards is evident. Support is an essential part 
of continuing with the Pull-Out program and the 
teachers and staff has worked very hard to prove that 
the program is worth while. 

After lunch was over, the class presentations 
began with the Pledge of Allegiance presented in 
Creek. Then the kindergarten class introduced them- 
selves and presented sounds in the Creek language, 
assisted by the Creek reading and writing teachers, 
Louise Gopher and Jenny Shore. 

Next, arts and crafts teachers, Alice Sweat, 
Nancy Shore, Martha Jones, and Shirley Sampson 
brought the first grade class up to display to the 
audience the items that they have made and worked 
on in class. 

History teachers, Willie Johns, Rita 
Gopher, and Dr. Susan Stans displayed the reading 
abilities of the second and third grade class by hav- 
ing them each read an excerpt of Mekko 
Semvnolvlke. 

Finally, the fourth and fifth grade demon- 
strated reading of the Creek language taught to 
them by Language Arts teachers, Diane Smith and 
Jenny Johns. Although our PE. class did not have a 
presentation, P.E. teachers, Leroy Boyett and Tim 
Thomas, has been an essential part of the Pull-Out 
program this year. 

Once the presentations were over, Archery 
teacher John Waterhouse, recognized four individu- 
als for their dedication and hard work in the 
archery program. Tyler Harjochee, Corey Smith, 
Marcus and Eric Robinson were all recognized for 
completing the archery program and were presented 
with a golden arrow with their name on it. Each of 
them will also receive a complete archery set and 
are being trained for the upcoming indigenous 
games. 

The Pull-Out program staff is very excited 
to have completed another year with good reviews. 
Shelly Walker, the Pull-Out Program Coordinator, 
has worked very hard to assist the program with 
structure and organization and her hard work defi- 
nitely shows during the daily Friday routine at the 
Brighton Education Department. 

It takes many people to make this program a 
success and without each teacher and staff member 
the Pull-Out program would not be possible. 



Emma Brown 


(L-R) Kailin Brown and Ashlee Gopher show off 
their patchwork skirts. 


BACK HIT! • NECK PAIN • HEADACHES 

u AUTO ACCIDENT PAIN!!! 


Dr. Rush Can Help Youj 



Dr, Brian C, Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd, * Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

[Loaned next to Bally Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza.) 

We accept your Insurance plan. PPO's POS, Medkaie, Auto Insurance also accepted. 
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All Terrain Vehicle Safety Program 


By Judy Weeks and Michelle Ford 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee 
Reservation Gym was the location of the first stage of 
an all terrain vehicle (ATV) safety program on 
Wednesday, May 12. The Big Cypress Learning 
Resource Center is 
working with the 
Seminole Police 
Department and the 
Seminole Tribe 
Motocross staff, as 
well as other depart- 
ments, to provide ATV 
training. 

This program 
is being sponsored by 
Immokalee Council 
Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
and Recreation 
Director David Billie. 

Approximately 50 
Immokalee communi- 
ty members were pres- 
ent. 

The instruc- 
tor for the classroom 
training was Officer 
Scott Akin of the 
Seminole Police 
Department. He was assisted by Officer Tom Faharty 
and Sergeant Laura Herron. 

Prior to showing the group a video, Akin 



Michelle Ford 

SPD Officer Scott Akin fits Vanessa Billie for a new 
safety helmet. 


told them about several accidents he had covered as 
well as some he had heard about. The concern is that 
there have been considerable injuries resulting from 
ATV accidents and a growing concern that there will 
be more to follow. 

The instructor discussed proper safety equip- 


ment such as helmets, long pants, boots, eye protec- 
tion and gloves to name a few. The group and their 
parents were provided with Florida State Statue 
316.2074 regarding ATVs. It was stressed that they 
must not be operated upon the public roads, streets or 

state highways. 

Akin asked 
the audience if any- 
one owned an ATV, 
and nearly everyone 
in the room 
responded. When 
he asked how many 
had been in a wreck 
on one, the majority 
raised their hands. 

It was apparent that 
the class was a 
necessity. 

He pointed 
out that anyone 
under sixteen years 
of age must wear a 
helmet by state law. 
If someone is 
stopped and 
receives a citation 
for not wearing a 
helmet or riding on 
the public roadways, it is possible they could be 
denied their Florida driver’s license, or have it sus- 
pended by a judge until they turn 18. 

Permission slips were provided for parents’ 
signatures, in order for their child to participate in a 
class at the Big Cypress Motocross Park. The park 
has a two-and-a-half mile track with six check points 
where the riders will be instructed on direction and 
driving techniques. This part of the ATV safety 
course that will take place in a few weeks. The 
Recreation Department will provide transportation to 
the course for those in need. 

Aguilar and David Billie will be providing 
the participants who complete the classroom and 
track instruction with helmets, shirts, goggles, gloves, 
chest protectors and shin guards. The Seminole Police 
Department (SPD) will have someone airbrush a pic- 
ture on each helmet and asked the participants to sub- 
mit a drawing to the Recreation Department by May 
19. 

Faharty and Herron fitted helmets and shirts 
to the group following the video presentation. The 
gathering then enjoyed pizza and cold drinks while 
discussing what they had learned. 

Elaine Aguilar and SPD would like to thank 
those in attendance for their cooperation in making 
the Immokalee reservation a safer community. 



Michelle Ford 

Sergeant Laura Herron (back, center) and Officer Tom 
Faharty (right) except orders for ATV safety equipment. 


Miccosukee 
Police At Work 

By Don Osceola 

TAMIAMI TRAIL — Recently, the 
Miccosukee Police Underwater Search and Rescue 
Team searched in the canals along the US 41 on 
the Miccosukee Reservation. 

They were searching for vehicles that 
ended up under the water for number of reasons. 
For example, car thieves dumping them, someone 
trying to commit insurance fraud, and/or some 
unfortunate traveler accidentally driving off the 
highway at night with no one to witness it and 
call police. 



Don Osceola 


Miccosukee police officers (L-R) Pedro Franco and 
Ben Eaker. 


Tenelle Boyce: Contribution Pays Off 

By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — A few months ago, 
Jennifer Keefe from the public relations department 
ran a collection among all employees at the 
Hollywood headquarters of The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. Proceeds of the collection went towards the 
purchase of a new walking device, called a pacer gate 
trainer, for Tenelle Boyce, son of fellow employee 
Amanda Boyce from the travel department. 

“I know Amanda appreciates it,” said Keefe, 
“It makes me happy about my job.” 

Twenty-year-old Tenelle has lived most of 
his life in a wheelchair, which has been his only 
method of mobilization. Since the purchase of the 
new device he has been more mobile. It has been a 
different and more enjoyable experience for him 
when he visits the park and the beach. He even takes 
a walk to the neighborhood store down the street 
from his house. 

“He feels like he’s walking on his own; he 
always wanted on of those,” said Boyce, “I appreci- 
ate it from the bottom of my heart, it makes me 
happy to see my son do the things he enjoys.” 

Jennifer Keefe and Amanda Boyce would 
like to extend their gratitude to all of those who 
helped make this possible for Tenelle. 



Photo provided by Amanda Boyce 

Tenelle Boyce enjoying himself at the beach in his 
new pacer gate trainer. 


Even a fish wouldn’t get caught if it kept it’s mouth shut. 

Protect yourself from making a mistake 
Practice these simple phrases! 

No, you can’t search my car. 
No, you can’t search my home. 
No, I don’t want to talk with you and I 
don’t want to cooperate with you. 

You can call my lawyer. 

If you have 

-Been searched without your permission 
-Had your car searched without permission 
-Been pulled over for no reason 
-Had police walk into your house without 
a warrant 

-Had DCF or the Police try to get in your 
home without a warrant; 

Call us now. Protect your rights. 

Once you give them up you never get them back. 

Call Guy Seligman 954-760-7600 24 hours a day 

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should be based solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman 
worked as a Certified Legal Intern in both the State Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; 
he has been in private practice for 16 years. He graduated from Nova Southeastern University Law School in 1987. and 
was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1988. 



Seminole Police Department Crime Statistics 


April 2004 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

Number of 
Offenses 

Total Value 
Property 
Stolen 

Total 

Arrests 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Caucasian 

Black 

American 

Indian 

Asian 

Murder 












Sex Offense 












Robbery 












Aggravated Battery 

4 


4 



4 


3 


1 


Battery 

19 


12 

1 


6 

5 

8 

1 

3 


Burglary 

2 

$430 










Larceny 

17 

$11591 

2 



1 

1 

2 




Motor Vehicle Theft 

3 

$48000 











Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests 

Drug Type 

Amount 

Value 

Marijuana (grams) 

40.53 

$153 

Cocaine (grams) 



Crack Cocaine (grams) 



Alprazolam / Xanax (pills) 

1 

$5 

Oxycodone (pills) 



Oxycontin (pills) 



Crystal Methamphetamines 

12.5 

$180 

Other Narcotics (pills) 




Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

hefen 

Asian 

DUI 

2 




2 

1 


1 


Stolen Property 










Weapons Violation 










Liquor Law Violation 










Miscellaneous 

10 



7 

3 

6 

1 

3 


Drugs (Possession / Sale) 

10 

3 


5 

2 

7 

1 

2 



K-9 Apollo Visits Immokalee Preschool 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The preschool children 
in Immokalee were delighted by a visit from K-9 
Apollo and his handler, Officer Duane Pottorff of the 
Seminole Department of Law Enforcement. 

K-9 Apollo is an 8 5 -pound black Labrador 
retriever who is very friendly and par- 
ticularly loves children. But don’t let 
that fool you! He is very alert, knows 
his job and does it well. K-9 Apollo 
was bom on January 25, 2001, in 
Chicago, 111. He received his police 
officer training at Von Liche Kennels 
in Denver, Ind. 

One might call this intelligent 
animal “bilingual” since he under- 
stands his commands in both English 
and Dutch. His training included the 
ability to locate specific dmgs such as 
Marijuana, Cocaine, 

Methamphetamine and Heroin. 

While Apollo enjoyed a visit 
with the children on the playground, 
which included a lot of hugs and pet- 
ting, an officer hid a bag of contra- 
band inside the school. Later, they 
entered the classroom and Officer 
Pottorff instmcted Apollo to search 
the premises. To the children’s amaze- 
ment, he quickly located the bag hid- 
den in the bookshelves. A job well 
done! 

K-9 Apollo was purchased in October of 
2003 by the Seminole Police Department. Before 
coming to Florida, he trained for three weeks with 
Officer Pattorff, with whom he works and lives. 
Apollo is a full-fledged police officer, on call 24 


hours a day. If a criminal were to strike him or injure 
him in anyway, the offender would be charged with 
striking an officer and be held accountable just like 
he were a human officer. 

Not only does Apollo work a regular sched- 
ule, but he and officer Pottorff spend approximately 4 


hours weekly training with other police departments. 
The part of his job he enjoys the best is the time he 
spends doing demonstrations in schools and at events, 
With Officer Apollo on the job, our commu- 
nity is a safer place to live. 



Michelle Ford 


Preschool students learn with interest about their K-9 police offi- 
cer. 
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Free Community Health Fair at 
Seminole Coconut Creek Casino 


By Felix DoBosz attention of those milling about the health exhibits. 

COCONUT CREEK — On Tuesday Some offered free massages, others had interesting 

May 18, the Coconut Creek Casino sponsored a new devices and some measured bone density and 

Health Fair. A giant white air-conditioned tent was anti-oxidants. 




Felix DoBosz 

A health services employee (right) records blood pressure 
results for a health conscious citizen. 


setup outside, adjacent to the casino building. This 
was an opportunity for the community to 
get a free quick health analysis from more 
than 20 local health service vendors. 

Tables with free pamphlets; pens and 
charts with loads of health information 
were in full supply as guests mingled 
about viewing many of the services being 
offered by the local vendors. 

A very popular stop for many 
health conscious citizens was the table 
setup for sugar and cholesterol testing. 

Nurses were very professional as they 
performed the screening of the collected 
blood samples in front of the folding 
tables and chairs they had setup to attract 
potential patients. At the Northwest 
Medical centers blood pressure station, a 
nurse was taking vital statistics from any- 
one who was interested in knowing their 
blood pressure numbers. Even the local 
Red Cross was there with the big white 
bus to collect blood donations from the 
public. 


One of these new fascinating devices 
was called the Pharmanex®. According to the 
display “The patented Pharmanex® 
BioPhotonic Scanner is a new, cutting-edge 
testing tool that safely measures carotenoid 
levels and provides immediate evidence of a 
person’s carotenoid antioxidant levels. Studies 
conducted at a top U.S. Research University 
have shown that this measurement of Skin 
Carotenoid Score (or SCS) can be used to 
infer the status of other nutrients in the body.” 

As a result of this testing process, 
most people tested were surprised to find that 
they were lacking in total nutrition. They were 
selling their LifePak® dietary supplements, 
which they claimed, were the best quality 
nutrient supplements on the market. 
Unfortunately, they didn’t provide any free 
samples for the public to try out. 

Gary Kast, public relations coordina- 
tor for the Seminole Coconut Creek Casino, 
helped publicize this second community health 
fair. “This event is free for all tribal members 
to check out and also open to the employees 
and their families,” Kast said. “We are working 
hard to generate a positive image for the tribe 
and the casino. . .and we want to give back to 
the community by having these types of 
events.” 


Felix DoBosz 


There were several chiropractic 
services all competing for immediate 


The new Delux Pharmanex® biophotonic scanner is being 
used to measure skin carotenoid antioxidant levels. 


Seminole Health Department Fights 
Back Against Mosquitoes 


By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Health 
Department met with representatives of Clark 
Mosquito Control, one of the largest mosquito control 
companies in the country, at Big Cypress Aviation to 
discuss and kickoff the 2004 mosquito control pro- 
gram on the Big Cypress, Brighton, Immokalee and 
Hollywood Reservations. Present were Jason Lincoln, 
Douglas Wilson for Clark Mosquito Control, Patrick 
Peck, Environmental Health Manager, and Clint El- 
Ramey, pilot from Seminole Aviation. 

The tribe is in its second year of a contractu- 
al agreement with Clarke Mosquito Control. For the 
last year, community members have noticed a dra- 
matic decrease in mosquito populations. This is 
important because mosquitoes are carriers of West 
Nile Virus, Eastern Equine, Malaria, and Saint Louis 
Encephalitis. 

West Nile Virus and Eastern Equine are seri- 
ous diseases. Both are transmitted to humans through 
the bite of infected mosquitoes, who in turn, get it 
from infected birds. Horses can be infected with and 
die from Eastern Equine. Symptoms of infection 
range from mild flu-like illness, high fever, neck 
stiffness, to encephalitis. With regard to West Nile 
virus, most persons will not show symptoms. In fact, 
80 percent of those infected may go through the 
infection and healing process without ever knowing 
they were infected. Eastern Equine is much more 
serious. 35 percent of the persons who develop the 



Jaime Restrepo 

Spray unit used on helicopters to help control mos- 
quito overpopulation. 


disease will die from it. 

The 2004 mosquito control season coincides 
with the rainy season. Mosquitoes lay their eggs in 
standing water. The more standing water areas, the 



Stephen Galla 

Mosquitoes are a major health concern for many 
South Floridians. 


greater the chance for increased mosquito popula- 
tions. Techniques used in mosquito control involve the 
use of light traps, live test chickens, the application 
of larvacide and spraying. The live chickens are used 
to check if any infections have been transmitted from 
mosquito bites. Once a week, a blood sample is 
taken to check for disease. If it tests positive, the 
traps are inspected to check for specific species. 
Depending on the number of mosquitoes trapped, a 
determination is made as to what type of treatment 
is necessary, which includes spraying if necessary. 

Weekly reports are sent to the Health 
Department and Seminole Aviation, including the 
number of infected chickens, if any. Both depart- 
ments are working jointly in the program with 
funding from the Health Department. In addition, 
other treatments, such as spraying, are reported and 
mapped. At times, larvacide is used when there is a 
high potential for eggs laying in standing water. 
This is done by Clarke Mosquito Control and only 
if there is evidence of heavy egg infestation in bod- 
ies of water. According to Clint El-Ramey, the 
Seminole helicopter is used to disperse a fine mist 
of insecticide in specific areas whenever spraying 
is indicated. The pilot flies in a grid pattern until 
the area is treated. 

Mosquitoes are attracted by carbon diox- 
ide and light. Carbon dioxide is what a person 
exhales. Only the female of the species bites. They 
use blood as their source of food. Some species are 
more aggressive than others, but all species can 
carry the diseases. 

Great care is taken when spraying. It takes 
place in the early morning or sundown, when bees 
are nesting. The chemicals used when spraying are 
safe to use, have a short life- break down to harm- 
less components, and do not affect humans or live- 
stock. 

Other means of controlling mosquitoes 
include: removing of any open container that can 
hold standing water, changing the water in bird 
baths every two to three days, cleaning and unclog- 
ging rain gutters, eliminating any surface ponding 
(puddles) around the house, reporting any dead birds, 
wearing clothing to protect against bites like long 
sleeves, long pants, and socks, repairing screens 
around house and patios, and using insect repellent 
with the chemical DEET. 



Shelley Marmor 

Jim Osceola (right) demonstrated vegan cooking, making fettuccini and garlic confetti. 


Employees Get Checked at Health Fair 




By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On Wednesday May 
19, employees from the Hollywood Headquarters 
gathered in the auditorium to partake in a health fair. 
Upon entering the auditorium, attendees took book- 
lets titled, “My Health Passport.” 

They then went around 
to different testing stations and 
employees from the health 
department and Memorial 
Hospital conducted tests includ- 
ing cholesterol, blood pressure 
and lung capacity. The testers 
wrote down the scores in the 
health passport booklets. 

Kenny Bay on, certi- 
fied fitness trainer for the tribe, 
was also on hand to conduct 
body fat percentages. He used a 
body fat analyzer to determine 
each person’s body mass index. 

According to Bayon, this 
machine sends electrodes 
through the body which deter- 
mine a person’s biorhythms, 
and then converts everything 
into a body fat percentage. This 
test took only a few moments, 
and was painless. 

Norman Jacinto, RN, 
from the Cardiac and Vascular 
Institute at Memorial Hospital 
was conducting blood pressure 
tests, while his colleague Cheri 
Basignami, RN, conducted lung 
capacity tests. For the lung capacity test, participants 
had to blow into to a hollow tube. The amount of 
pressure they used to blow determined their lung 
capacity, but Basignami said that is only one of 
many tests needed to actually determine a person’s 
lung capacity. 

“This is just a snapshot,” Basignami said. 

Restaurant owner Jim Osceola demonstrat- 
ed how to cook fettuccini and garlic confetti, a vegan 


meal. Vegan foods do not contain any animal prod- 
ucts. He said he hoped to show people they can get 
healthier by not eating meat, which is high in fat. 

“I am trying to introduce food alternatives 
to the Seminole Tribe,” Osceola said. 

He said the hardest part of transitioning to a 


Shelley Marmor 

Kenny Bayon C.FT (right) records Kathy Wilson’s body fat analysis. 
Wilson is manager of eligibility and utilization for the health depart- 
ment. 


meat-less diet it getting over thinking that if there is 
no meat on the plate, it is hard to be satisfied. One 
tip he offered was cutting vegetables in large chunks, 
saying, the large bites of food will help people think 
they are getting full. 

In his fettuccini and garlic confetti dish, he 
used a type of garlic called elephant garlic. Osceola 
said this type of garlic mimics a meatball, since it is 
so large. Again, this will trick the brain into believ- 
ing the person has 
eaten something heav- 
ier than they actually 
have. 

Shannon 

McKeown, tribal health 
educator and Kerri 
Descheene, from the 
tribal dental program, 
were also at the health 
fair. McKeown con- 
ducted pulse rate, heart 
rate and waist to hip 
ratio testing, while 
Descheene offered tips 
on proper oral health. 
Employees 

including Tribal Clerk 
Holly Tiger and 
Melissa Sherman from 
the communications 
department went above 
and beyond, and donat- 
ed blood. They then 
made their way back 
inside the auditorium 
to dine on some of the 
healthy fruit and veggie 
selections at the salad 
bar. 


Shelley Marmor 

Cheri Basignami, RN, from the Cardiac and Vascular Institute at Memorial 
Hospital tests Seminole Tribune employee Stephen Galla’s lung capacity. 
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Iretta Tiger 

LaVonne Kippenberger (center), Bobbie Lou Billie (back, right), Trishara Storm (front, right) doing water 
aerobics with the assistance of an instructor from the Don Shula Hotel (left). 


Women’s Wellness Conference 2004 


By Iretta Tiger 

MIAMI LAKES, FL — On Friday May 28, 
Seminole women from all reservations gathered at 
Don Shula’s Hotel for the First Annual Women’s 
Wellness Conference. 

The four-day conference began with a dinner 
that included a quiz on Don Shula. Winners Dorothy 
Tommie and LaVonne Kippenberger each received a 


Miami Dolphins hat. Tommie’s knowledge of any- 
thing Miami Dolphins rivals that of even Shula him- 
self! 

The first evening ended with a gathering 
hosted by the Family Services department. Everyone 
was given beads and a leather string to create neck- 
laces and it was time for the women to relax and 
enjoy each other’s company. 

Each day was started with a very early morn- 
ing walk or jog, breakfast and prayer, including a 
prayer in sign language by Denise Alley. 

Workshops ranged in subject from self- 
defense techniques to creating art to grieving. The 
late-aftemoon was dedicated to physical fitness with a 
choice of water aerobics or rez-robics. 

After dinner on the second night, an 
impromptu play was performed using the conference 
attendees. There were cheerleaders, dancers and 
actors. The play celebrated the versatility of women. 

Right on the heels of the play was karaoke. 
Shirley Tiger Sampson was the first to perform 
singing the gospel song, “In the Garden.” Though 
trepid at first, several women gradually joined and 
jammed late into the night. 

At breakfast the next morning, it was obvi- 
ous who stayed the whole night to sing! The start of 
the third day began with a religious one person play 
titled The Women at the Well and followed by a scrip- 
ture reading. 

The first sessions of workshops for the day 
dealt with looking within yourself. One class in par- 
ticular, It’s Okay to be Angry, was very illuminating. 

The class focused on the different types of 
anger, anger that is destructive and not healthy, and 
went to the root of the anger. Instructors discussed 
why we feel a certain type of anger and why a person 
tends to lean towards that anger. The class also 
offered solutions to break away from the unhealthy 
anger, simple solutions that one can do and, pay atten- 
tion parents, solutions you can do to help your chil- 


dren deal with their anger. 

This workshop is highly recommended, espe- 
cially for teenagers who don’t know what to do about 
their anger, maybe a few young lives can be saved 
before they become self-destructive. The workshop is 
taught by the Family Services department and they 
are willing to start a workshop; all they need are peo- 
ple who are willing to participate. This workshop is 
also offered at the annual wellness confer- 
ences. 

Again, the late-afternoon was 
reserved for either physical fitness or prayer. 

Following dinner the Family 
Service department separated the women into 
six groups. The groups were given an egg, 
several straws and a length of tape. The goal 
was to work as a team and create some sort 
of case for the egg. The case had to be strong 
enough to prevent the egg from cracking 
when dropped from different heights. Half 
the eggs survived. 

On Monday, the final day of the 
conference, the women gathered one last 
time after breakfast to create one last project; 
sewing heart pillows. As the project wound 
down, each of the women spoke in turn 
about the conference, what they discovered, 
and about how good it was to take time out 
for themselves. 

Throughout the conference the 
women were treated to a massage and a 
facial. I thought a massage was wonderful, 
but a facial is absolute heaven! 

Yvonne Courtney really knows how 
to pamper a woman! The conference covered 
everything a person is; mental, spiritual, emotional, 
physical and even the creative side. 



Iretta Tiger 

Janice Osceola creates a collage. 


Thank you to the tribal council for sponsor- 
ing this conference and thank you to Yvonne 
Courtney for creating this conference. It’s a confer- 
ence all the women of the tribe should attend at least 




Irettta Tiger 

Conference coordinator Yvonne Courtney (right) plays cheerleader for the conference play. 


Big Cypress Women’s Wellness Awareness Day 


By Christopher Scanlon 

BIG CYPRESS — Community members 
from Big Cypress and Immokalee participated in the 
first Women’s Wellness Awareness Day on Thursday, 
May 13, in the Family Investment Center. 

The all-day event coincided with National 
Women’s Week and was put-on by staff from the 
B.C. Wellness Center, Clinic, Dental department, 
SPD, and Family Services, as well as, representa- 
tives from Hendry Regional Medical Center and Art 
Riley from Hear-Rx who offered a wide variety of 
health and safety information focusing on women. 

Specific topics included safety and self- 
defense for women, different types of cancer, dealing 
with stress and raising children, nutrition, diet, and 
body mass index, oral health, and sexually transmit- 


ted diseases. Additionally, Helene Buster checked 
brave participants’ blood sugar while St. Clair 
Pilgrim from the B.C. Clinic checked blood pressure. 

The guests from Hendry Regional Medical 
Center scheduled mammograms and brought a bone 
density testing machine, which quickly and painless- 
ly indicates the strength and density of bones by 
measuring the heal bone. 

The information and testing were offered to 
inform women and highlight the unique health issues 
that women of all ages face. Participants left with 
bags full of pamphlets and literature, a few quick test 
results, and appointments for hearing tests and mam- 
mograms. A healthy breakfast and lunch were also 
provided during the day. 


Women ’s Wellness Day at the Brighton Clinic 


By Barbara Boling, 
Health Educator 

BRIGHTON 

The Brighton community 
participated in the first 
ever Women’s Wellness 
Day at the Brighton 
Medical Clinic. Tribal citi- 
zens and community mem- 
bers visited the clinic on 
May 12, from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. to learn more about 
issues specific to women’s 
health. 

The Brighton 
Health Department staff, 
under the direction of 
Connie Whidden and 
organized by clinic man- 
ager Patty Waldron, joined 
forces with various com- 
munity organizations to 
make this event one to 
remember. 

The clinic lobby 
was transformed as pre- 
senters from organizations 
such as the American 
Cancer Society, Indian 
River Community College, 
Senior Solutions of 
Southwest Florida, Curves 
Weight Loss Center, 
Pregnancy Resource 
Center, Okeechobee 
County Health 
Department, Martha’s 
House, Caring People 
greeted the Brighton com- 
munity and discussed 
ways to improve and pre- 
serve a woman’s health. 

The Brighton 
dental department along 
with allied health, and 
family services provided 
informative tables and 
exhibits. Brighton’s nurse 
practitioner Melanie Mello 
discussed stress manage- 
ment as well as providing 
some much needed 
demonstrations of stress 
relief through massage. 

Every person that 
attended the event was 
treated to a personal health 
bag designed by the clinic 
to help every woman feel 
special along with healthy 
snacks provided by the 
Brighton dietitian, Beth 
Skinner. 

Door prizes were 
drawn at the end of the 
day. These prizes included 
gift certificates for servic- 
es such as a manicure, 
pedicure, hair care and a 
glamour shot photograph. 



Beth Skinner, Brighton dietitian (left) assists tribal citizen Claudia Olivarez. 



Holly Billie 


Addie Osceola (center) stands between representatives from the Okeechobee 
branch of the American Cancer Society. All three women are breast cancer 
survivors. 



Holly Billie 

Billie Tiger (left) of the Caring People organization with tribal citizen Alice 
Snow. 


University of Florida 4-11 Summer Ed- Ventures 


Interested in an environmental and educa- 
tional vacation? Check out a host of fun, summer 
programs sponsored by the University of Florida 4- 
H. Enjoy canoeing, snorkeling, fishing, archery, 
shooting sports, hiking, and lots more. But hurry, the 
earliest registration deadline is June 2 1 . 


For more information about the many excit- 
ing summer programs offered at the University of 
Florida 4-H, please contact Polly Hayes at (863) 
763-5020 or Candi Mancil at (863) 983-3436. The 
website is http://4h.ifas.ufl.edu/indexl.htm. 
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Family Services 


Meredith Bullard (center) walking across a balance log while being spotted by Mathew Cornelius and 
Raul Alvarez (right) and Victoria Hernandez and Jonathan Harjo (left). 


Ahfachkee Students Excel at 
Big Cypress Ropes Course 


By Eric Bricker 

BIG CYPRESS — On Monday May 10, 
Ahfachkee High School students participated in 
activities at the newly renovated ropes course at the 
old youth building in Big Cypress. This is the first 
group of participants to take part in the course since 
its recent renovation. 

Consultant Brad Henderson from Sandy 


Pines Hospital in Tequesta, Florida, came out to Big 
Cypress to renovate the course in order to make 
usable the various stations and obstacles which had 
fallen and in need of repair after a lengthy period of 
neglect. Once the renovation was completed, employ- 
ees from family services, the recreational department, 
Seminole Police Department, medical clinic, and a 
tribal volunteer, participated in 40-hour certification 
training with Henderson in order to 
become facilitators of the ropes 
course activities. Brad Henderson 
has been working with ropes cours- 
es as a facilitator and instructor 
since the 1980s, and is one of the 
foremost authorities in ropes cours- 
es in the region. 

Ropes is a series of group 
physical and mental challenges 
adopted from military type obstacle 
courses and are used as therapeutic, 
training and educational tools in a 
number of different settings such as 
treatment centers and corporate 
team building experiences. 

The Big Cypress ropes 
course has a number of different 
potential applications. Ropes course 
activities vary from walking across 
a log suspended thirty feet in the air 
to trying to cross a metal cable one 
foot off of the ground. The concept 
of ropes is unique because it really 
forces the group to work together in 
a team approach to problem solv- 
ing. It encourages participants to 
take risks, which results in the team 
members recognizing new strengths 
in themselves and each other. 

Our hope is to be able to use the 
ropes course to expand therapeutic 
and recreational services to tribal 
members by making the course 
available to those who wish to par- 
ticipate. It may seem a bit scary if 
not unusual at first, but it is perfect- 
ly safe and a lot of fun. 

For more information, con- 
tact Carmen Arango at (863) 902- 
3206. 


a 1 
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Karen Rose Cypress is hooked to the metal cable and is ready to 
take on the ropes course. 


The Facts About HIV and AIDS 


By Tony Bullington 

BRIGHTON — Human Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome (HIV) is an infectious agent that causes 
Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS), a 
disease that leaves a person venerable 
to life-threatening infections. HIV 
belongs to the retrovirus family of 
viruses, whose members have a unique 
method of reproducing themselves 
when they infect living cells. 

When HIV enters the body, it 
infects lymphocytes, which are a type 
of white blood cell in the immune sys- 
tem. Over a period that may last from 
a few months to up to 15 years, HIV 
may destroy enough lymphocytes that 
the immune system becomes unable to 
function properly. An infected person 
develops multiple life-threatening ill- 
nesses from infections that normally 
do not cause illnesses in people with a 
healthy immune system. Some people 
who have HIV infection may not 
develop any of the clinical illnesses 
that define the full-blown disease of 
AIDS for ten years or more. Doctors 
prefer to use the term AIDS for cases 
where a person has reached the final, 
life-threatening stage of HIV infection. 

In the United States about 

40.000 new HIV infections occur each 
year. More than 30 percent of these 
infections occur in women, and 60 
percent occur in ethnic minorities. As 
of 2002, about 886,000 U.S. residents 
were living with HIV/AIDS; about 

500.000 people had died of the disease 
since the epidemic began, according to 
the U.S. Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

No treatment is available that 
cures AIDS, but a number of drugs 
have been developed that suppress 
HIV reproduction, thereby preventing 
the destruction of the immune system. 

These drugs are most effective when 
used with early detection of the pres- 
ence of HIV. The best prevention is to 
be armed with accurate knowledge of 
how this disease is contracted and to 
avoid behaviors that have been deter- 


mined to cause it. 

If you need more information, please contact 
Family Services Department Site Supervisor, Tony 
Bullington, at (863) 763-7700. 


Preventing HIV/A IDS 

By Tony Bullington 

BRIGHTON — Acquired Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS) was first identified in 1981 among homosexu- 
al men and intravenous drug users in New York and California. 
Shortly after its detection in the United States, evidence of AIDS 
epidemics grew among heterosexual men, women, and children 
in sub-Saharan Africa. AIDS quickly developed into a world- 
wide epidemic, affecting virtually every nation. 

By 2003, the United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS 
(UNAIDS) and the World Health Organization (WHO) estimated 
that worldwide, 40 million people, including 2.5 million children 
younger than 15, were living with Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus (HIV) infection or AIDS. The WHO estimated that from 
1981 to the end of 2002, about 20 million people died as a result 
of AIDS. 

How is HIV contracted? 

HIV transmission occurs when a person is exposed to 
bodily fluids infected with the virus, such as blood, semen, vagi- 
nal secretions and breast milk. The primary modes of HIV trans- 
mission are: sexual relations with an infected person, sharing 
hypodermic needles or accidental pricking by a needle contami- 
nated with infected blood, and transferring of the virus from an 
infected mother to her baby during pregnancy, childbirth or 
through breast-feeding. 

HIV transmission occurs most commonly during inti- 
mate sexual contact with an infected person, including genital, 
anal and oral sex. In the U.S., HIV is most commonly transmit- 
ted during sex between homosexual men, but the incidence of 
HIV transmission between heterosexual men and women has 
rapidly increased. Most alarming, are the growing numbers of 
HIV infection among heterosexual male and female teenagers. 

How can HIV be prevented? 

As stated, HIV is most commonly transmitted by sexual 
contact, particularly the exchange of bodily fluids. The best pre- 
vention for adolescent and non-married adults is abstinence. 
Sexually active individuals should refrain from unprotected sex- 
ual contact, and make use of condoms and other preventive 
measures. People who have been sexually active or used intra- 
venous drugs should be tested regularly for HIV. 

If you have further questions regarding HIV or AIDS, 
please contact your local health clinic or Family Services 
Department for assistance. 


The Consequences of Teen Pregnancy 


By Tony Bullington 

BRIGHTON — The good news is that 
pregnancy, birth and abortion rates among 
teenagers in the United States have declined over 
the past ten years. The bad news is that teen 
pregnancy and the resulting consequences still 
remain a huge problem. Though the pregnan- 
cy rate among teens has dropped recently, 
the U.S. continues to have the highest teen 
pregnancy rates among industrialized 
nations. It is estimated that 860,000 teens 
will become pregnant this year. Teen 
pregnancy produces a lot of social issues 
for the mother and their families. 

Teenage sexual activity not only 
increases the possibility of pregnancy, but 
also increases the possibility of contract- 
ing sexually transmitted diseases (STD) 
and Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). 

An estimated three million teenagers will con- 
tract STDs this year for engaging in unprotect- 
ed sexual activity. There have been marked 
increases in chlamydia, gonorrhea, and 
Human Papillomavirus, or HPV. HPV is an 
infection of the cervix that precedes cervical 
cancer due to multiple sexual partners dur- 
ing the teen years. Teenage pregnancy and 
child bearing have considerable, long- 
term consequences for teenage parents 
and their children. 

For example, research 
shows that when younger adolescents 
give birth, they are less likely to com- 
plete high school. Approximately only 
33 out of 100 teen mothers go on to fin- 
ish high school. Only 1.5 percent of these 
women will complete college before the age of 
30. These mothers are likely during their lives to 



have a larger number of children than are non-parent- 
ing teens. Children born to teen mothers may 
also experience lower health outcomes, 
lower educational attainment, and higher 
rates of adolescent childbearing themselves 
when compared to children bom to older 
mothers. 

Teenagers are in an important stage of 
human development, including the formation 
of their identity, which is cmcial to healthy 
functioning as an adult. The majority of 
teenagers are ill equipped to be parents and 
lack the family stmcture, support or finan- 
cial resources to provide for a child. Teen 
females who become pregnant often 
find themselves abandoned by their 
male partners, leaving them alone to 
I face the challenges of the pregnancy 
and the childbirth. The burden usually 
falls on the mother’s parents, grand- 
parents and government to provide the 
necessary emotional and financial sup- 
port. 

What can be done? 

Parents of teenagers need to talk 
openly regarding sexual behaviors and the 
consequences with their teens. Most 
schools introduce teaching on sex educa- 
tion during the middle school years. 

Parents should investigate the subject mat- 
ter being taught to their children, and spend 
time discussing it with them. 

Counseling services are available for teens 
and parents at the family services department. 
Information can also be received from the clin- 
ic at each reservation by contacting the health 
educator, or Tony Bullington, Family Services 
Department Site Supervisor, at (863) 763-7700. 


Sandy Murugan Joins Family Services 

By Mary Olitzky 

HOLLYWOOD — Sandy 
Murugan joined family services on 
May 10. Prior to that, she worked as 
counselor for a substance abuse 
facility. Murugan provided substance 
abuse treatment and mental heath 
therapy to individuals, families and 
groups. She also has experience in 
counseling clients in anger manage- 
ment and parenting skills. Murugan 
said she really enjoys working with 
adolescents and their families. 

Murugan’s previous career 
was in human resources. She went 
back to school at Florida Atlantic 
University to get a master’s degree 
in mental health counseling, which 
was a lifelong goal. 

She grew up in South 
America, and enjoys traveling. 

Murugan said she is excited about 
getting to know tribal citizens and 
the Seminole culture. 



Family Services 

Sandy Murugan is the new Counselor II/Privacy Officer. 



4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 
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Felix DoBosz 


Ethan Cypress on first base, Neko Osceola on second and Nichoulas DeHass is in rightfield playing hard 
against the Pembroke Pines Yankees at the last home game of the season. 


Last Home Game of this Season for Seminole T-Ball 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Who says T-ball is bor- 
ing? On Thursday May 13, two competing teams put 
up high numbers on the scoreboard during this fun 
filled slugfest on a sunny afternoon. Held at the 
Seminole ball field, nobody was really sure what the 
score was, but everyone was sure these little sluggers 
were having a great time as each team got their licks 
in by swinging the bat at the T-ball. 

Terry Tartsah, who coaches the Seminole T- 
ball team, shouted words of encouragement to all his 
little players as he demonstrated to each batter how 
he wants them to hit. 

Coach Terry said, “C’mon now, it’s OK 
buddy, you got it,” as the little slugger hit one into 
right field. 

One of the Seminole bench coaches yelled to 
the players in the fenced in dugout, “Don’t just throw 
your stuff on the ground, hang it in its place.” 

Coach Terry explained, “If a kid throws the 
bat after swinging at the ball it counts as an out.” 

After a brief distraction of four Seminole 



Felix DoBosz 


Coach Terry Tartsah (right) shows Kiana Bell (left) 
proper batting techniques. 



Felix DoBosz 


Ethan Cypress (left) and Kiana Bell (right) warm- 
up before taking a whack at the ball. 


Police cars racing by with sirens wailing and lights 
flashing, everyone focused back to the ball game as 
though nothing had happened. The sounds of T-ball 
came alive again as supportive parents; friends and 
relatives encouraged the future major leaguers from 
the home stands. 

Carl Baxley said he enjoys watching the 
Seminole T-ball games a lot, besides his grandson is 
playing on the Seminole team. “Its good for them to 
learn about teamwork, about winning and losing,” 
Baxley said, “They don’t know all the rules, but they 
get to have fun. Sometimes they cry when they lose 
but they’ve got to learn.” 

Coach Terry continued to shout to his young 
players on the field, “C’mon be alert, pay attention,” 
as the next batter for the Pembroke Pines Yankees 
got up to hit the T-ball. 

The Seminole T-ball team finishes up their 
season with a game in Pembroke Pines. If you’re 
looking to watch some fun, be sure to come out next 
year and cheer on the young T-ballers. 



Sheila Aguilar 


Some of the 35 ropers line up at 5 p.m. for the Three Head Round Robin Competition. 


Round Robin Team Roping in Immokalee 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — A Three Head Round 
Robin Team Roping took place at the John Jimmie 
Memorial Arena in Immokalee on Saturday April 24. 
The entrants included 18 headers and 17 heelers. The 
roping, which started at 5 p.m., ran until 10:30 p.m. 

This Round Robin Competition placed each 
header with each heeler one time in the first round 
comprising 306 teams. The scoring teams returned 
to compete again in the second round. In the third 
round, each team that had scored together twice 
came back for one last throw. At the end of the 
night the scores were tabulated and averaged. The 
five fastest team scores were the winners. Each 
winning team was awarded prize money in accor- 
dance with the order in which they placed. 

1. Derek Davis, Juan Sanchez, 2. Josh 
Jumper, Bear Weeks, 3. Benny Hernandez, Wayne 
Hicks, 4. Josh Jumper, Larrett Lawrence, 5. Derek 
Davis, Benny Hernandez. 

Eastern Indian Rodeo Queen Ayze Henry 
practices at this arena on Monday nights. This was 
her first real roping competition and she was 
thrilled by the fact that she made it to all three 
rounds. This was no easy fete, as many of the other 
ropers present can attest. 

Immokalee ’s Council Representative 
Elaine Aguilar assisted at the concession stand and 
was on hand all evening offering words of encour- 
agement. 


Many of the ropers had never been pho- 
tographed in action. They were delighted when Sheila 
Aguilar documented the event with her camera. 
Requests for pictures were coming in from everyone. 

Unfortunately, this was probably the hottest 
day of the year to date, but an early evening shower 
cooled things down and the roping continued uninter- 
rupted. 



Sheila Aguilar 

Ayze Henry (left) catches and prepares to dally as 
Michael Henry (right) goes for the heels. 


Seminoles Compete in Level 2 State 
Championship Gymnastics Competition 


By Shelley Marmor 

BOCA RATON, FL — On Sunday May 16, 
six Seminole girls competed in the level 2 portion of 
the American Athletic Union (AAU) Gold Coast 
State Championships. This was the second day of a 
two-day long gymnastics competition. 

These youngsters, Leah Cox, Raevin Frank, 
Anissa Osceola, Anahna Sirota, Katelyn Young and 
Tianna Young, all represented Flairs Gymnastics in 
Davie, Fla. They competed in four events: vault, 
uneven bars, balance beam, and floor; which are the 
typical events of any compulsory gymnastics compe- 
tition. 

Leah Cox and Raevin Frank both placed in 
the top 20 overall, out of 53 competitors in their divi- 
sion. Cox and Frank came in eighth and sixteenth, 
respectively. 

Cox received a nine out of 10 or better in all 
four events. She scored the highest out all the girls of 
her entire group with 36.4 out of 40 points overall. 

All the girls scored an 8.5 or better on two out of 


four events they competed in. 

Congratulations to all the competitors. Here 
is a list of all the scores form the AAU Gold Coast 
State Championships: 

Vault: 1. Leah Cox, 9.15; 2. Raevin Frank, 
9.1; 3. Anahna Sirota, 8.75; 4. Katelyn Young, 8.575; 
5. Tianna Young, 8.225; 6. Anissa Osceola, 7.675. 

Uneven Bars: 1. Leah Cox, 9; 2. Anahna 
Sirota, 9.075; 3. Anissa Osceola, 9; 4. Raevin Frank, 
8.9; 5. Katelyn Young, 8.7; 6. Tianna Young, 8.65. 

Balance Beam: 1. Leah Cox, 9.15; 2. 
Raevin Frank, 8.975; 2. Tianna Young, 8.975; 4. 
Anahna Sirota, 8.8; 5. Katelyn Young, 8.7; 5. Anissa 
Osceola, 8.7. 

Floor: 1. Leah Cox, 9.1; 2. Raevin Frank, 
8.825; 3. Anahna Sirota, 8.075; 4. Katelyn Young, 
8.3; 5. Tianna Young, 8.25; 6. Anissa Osceola, 7.75. 

Overall: 1. Leah Cox, 36.4; 2. Raevin 
Frank, 35.8; 3. Anahna Sirota, 34.7; 4. Katelyn 
Young, 34.275; 5. Tianna Young, 34.1; 6. Anissa 
Osceola, 33.125. 




Photos by Felix DoBosz 

Cindi Adair spends a lot of time practicing her routine before the competition begins at Lynn University. 



Cindi Adair Competes in 2004 AAU 
State Gymnastics Championship 


By Felix DoBosz 

BOCA RATON, FL — Seminole youngster 
Cindi Adair was among 600 athletes from more than 
30 eligible gymnastics clubs participating in the 2004 
American Athletic Union (AAU) Gymnastics State 
Championship, held at the Lynn University gymnasi- 
um. 

Held on Saturday May 15, Adair prepared 
herself without fanfare in the large, brightly lit gym 
before the competition with a few hundred other girls 
in the same age group. The competition was about to 
start as Cindi continued her stretch and tumble rou- 
tine on the thick blue rubber mats laid out on the 
huge gym floor. 

According to her coaches Sibylle and Randy 
Walters, founders of Flairs Gymnastics in Davie, Fla., 


Adair competed in four different categories: vault, 
uneven bars, balance beam, and floor events with 
about 20 other girls from Flairs. 

In the past six years, she has competed at 
level three, the highest level any member of the tribe 
has competed in. 

“Although Cindi is not one of the team 
members with the greatest natural ability, her dedica- 
tion and excellent attendance has earned her a place 
on the level 3 squad,” said Randy Walters. 

Congratulations to Cindi Adair, and all other 
Seminoles who competed from Flairs Gymnastics in 
this year’s State AAU Championship. 

Here are the scores given to Cindi Adair by 
the AAU: vault: 8.7; uneven bars: 7.95; balance 
beam: 8.35; floor: 7.55; overall: 32.55. 


Sheridan Hills Sharks Fall to Tampa Cambridge 


By Michael Kelly 

TAMPA — After winning the 
regionals in Homestead on May 14, it 
was on to Tampa for the Sheridan Hills 
Sharks girl’s softball team. Their next 
opponent would be the formidable Tampa 
Cambridge softball team. Unfortunately, 
the Sharks came up a little short, losing 
the Class 1A semifinal game, 7-1. 

Even though the team lost their 
game on May 20, the Sharks have a great 
chance of not only returning to the 
regionals, but also playing for the state 
title. 

If there is a bright side to the 
tough loss, it’s that Christine McCall and 
her teammates didn’t miss their prom 
after all. If the Sharks would have won 
their Thursday afternoon game, they 
would play for the championship on 
Friday, thus, missing their prom. Well, 
the team players were able to attend their 
prom, and according to Christine’s moth- 
er, Wanda Bowers, she and her team- 
mates had a great time. 

Wait utill next year Cambridge! 



Christine McCall (top, left corner) and her fellow Sheridan 
Hills Sharks celebrate making it to the semifinals. 
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Cinco de Mayo Rodeo in Immokalee 



Sheila Aguilar 

Steer rider J.J. Johns puts his hand up and rides to 
the winner’s circle. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Rodeo enthusiasts 
turned out Saturday May 1, at the John Jimmie 
Memorial Arena in Immokalee to watch the Eastern 
Indian Rodeo participants perform. Immokalee 
Council Representative Elaine Aguilar, not only 
sponsored the event, but also assisted with the con- 
cession stand. 

The evening performance began at 5 p.m., 
with the Junior Rodeo. The results were: Mutton 
Busting: 1. Sean Osceola, 2. Kalgary Johns, 3. Jobe 
Johns, Calf Riding: 1. Andre Jumper, 2. Josh Johns 
and Blevyn’s Jumper and 3. J.J. Johns; Steer Riding: 

1. Seth Randolph; Junior Bull Riding: 1. Justin 
Aldridge, 2. Dayne Johns; Junior Bareback: 1. Jacoby 
Johns, 2. Seth Randolph; 4-8 Year Barrels: 1. 

Acealyn Youngblood, 2. Courtney Gore, 3. Andre 
Jumper; 9-12 Year Barrels: 1. Zane Ducheneaux, 2. 
Nauthkee Henry, 3. Chebon Gooden; 13-18 Year 
Barrels: 1. LeAnna Billie, 2. Shyla Jones 

As always, these young cowboys and cow- 
girls delighted the spectators with 
their willingness and bravery. 

Whether on a sheep, cow or 
horse, they ride out into the arena 
with great expectations and 
“cowboy-up” when it’s over. 

Sanctioned events for 
the seniors began at 7 p.m. with a 
Grand Entry. The results of the 
competition are as listed below. 

Bareback: Alex Johns; 

Steer Wrestling: Alex Johns; 

Saddle Bronc: 1. Shawn Best Sr.; 

Calf Roping: Happy Jumper, 2. 

Naha Jumper, 3. Josh Jumper; 

Women’s Breakaway: 1. Pauletta 
Bowers, 2. Reba Osceola, 3. 

Trina Bowers; 50 and Over 
Breakaway: 1. Jonah Cypress, 2. 

Amos Tiger; Team Roping: 1 . 

Marvin Bowers/Trina Bowers, 2. 

Shelby Osceola/Theresa Bowers, 

3. Jeff Johns/Todd Johns, 4. Josh 
Jumper/Naha Jumper, 5. Sydney 
Gore/ Amos Tiger; Women’s 


Sheila Aguilar 

Justin Aldridge sky rockets out of the chute for a 
fantasic bull ride. 

Barrels: 1. Tess Ducheneaux, 2. Boogie Jumper, 3. 
Sheyanna Osceola; Bull Riding: 1. Shawn Best Sr., 2. 
Koty Brugh. 

Sheila Aguilar was on hand with her camera 
and captured many live action scenes. Lisa Osceola 
and Sherri Gore, secretaries of the stock contractor, 
D.R. Daniels, manned the announcer’s booth. They 
handled recording the points, computing the winners 
and distributing the rewards. 

Liz Johns worked as “go-for” behind the 
scenes, assisting wherever needed to help things run 
smoothly. It takes a lot of manpower and volunteer 
help to put on a rodeo of this size, and everyone’s 
efforts are appreciated. 
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Jobe Johns turns a mean barrell pattern. 


Sheila Aguilar 


Attention All Hollywood Co mmunit y Members: 
Ticket List of Monthly Events 

JUNE 2004 
MONTHLY EVENTS 

TO PUT YOUR NAME ON A TICKET LIST 
CALL ROBIN OSCEOLA 954-383-1071 


Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 



1 

MRL VS CIN 

2 

MRL VS CIN 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

ERIC CLAPTON 
ODC 

MRL VS CWS 

16 

MRL VS CWS 

17 

MRL VS CWS 

18 

MARC ANTHONY 
A.A.A. 

MRL VS TEX 

19 

MRL VS TEX 

20 

MRL VS TEX 

21 

WWE RAW 
A.A.A. 

22 

MRL VSATL 

23 

MRL VS ATL 

24 

MRL VSATL 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 





PLEASE CHECK VENUE FOR TIME CHANGES OR CANCELLATIONS 
OFFICE DEPOT 954-835-8000 / AMERICAN AIRLINES 786-777-1000 / PRO PLAYER 305-623-6100 


JULY 2004 
MONTHLY EVENTS 

TO PUT YOUR NAME ON A TICKET LIST 
CALL ROBIN OSCEOLA 954-383-1071 


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 






1 

2 

MRL VS TPA 

3 

MRL VS TPA 

4 

MRL VS TPA 

5 

MRL VS PIT 

6 

MRL VS PIT 

7 

MRL VS PIT 

8 

CLIFFORD 
AAA. 7:00PM 

9 

MRL VS NYM 

CLIFFORD 
AAA. 7:00PM 

10 SHANIA 

TWAIN ODC 

MRL VS NYM 
CLIFFORD 
A.A.A. 2PM / 5PM 

11 

MRL VS NYM 

CLIFFORD AAA 
1PM /430PM 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

MRL VS PHI 

27 

MRL VS PHI 

28 

MADONNA 

ODC 

MRL VS PHI 

29 

MADONNA 

ODC 

MRL VS PHI 

30 

MRL VS MON 

31 

MRL VS MON 


PLEASE CHECK VENUE FOR TIME CHANGES OR CANCELLATIONS 
OFFICE DEPOT 954-835-6000 / AMERICAN AIRLINES 766-777-1000 / PRO PLAYER 306-623-6100 


EIRA Rodeo Held in Big Cypress 


By Tabitha Osceola 

BIG CYPRESS — On 

May 22, Big Cypress was the host 
to another exciting Eastern Indian 
Rodeo (EIRA). With the 2003-2004 
rodeo season coming to the end, the 
competition was getting highly 
competitive. There are only three 
rodeos left before the Champion 
and Reserve Champion of each 
event is announced and on their 
way to the Indian National Finals 
Rodeo in California. 

The next rodeo will be 
held in Brighton on July 3, with the 
kid’s events starting at 5 p.m. and 
the sanctioned events starting at 7 
p.m. 

Rodeo Results 

Kid’s Events: Mutton 
Busting: Sean Osceola; Calf Riding: 
Andre Jumper; 4-8 years Barrels: 
Acealyn Youngblood; 9-12 years 
Barrels: Zane Ducheanux; 13-18 years 



Tabitha Osceola 


Rodeo participants and winners, (L-R)Theresa Bowers, Trina Bowers 
and Shelby Osceola. 



Tabitha Osceola 


Barrels: Leanna Billie; Junior 
Bull Riding: Ethan Gopher; 
Junior Bareback: Seth 
Randolph. 

Sanctioned Events: 
Steer Wrestling: 1 . Naha 
Jumper; 2. Sydney Gore; 
Saddle Bronc: No winners; 
Calf Roping: 1. Josh Jumper, 
2. Naha Jumper; Women’s 
Breakaway: 1 . Lizzey Dixey, 

2. Billie Tiger, 3. Shelby 
Osceola; 50 & Over 
Breakaway: 1 . Rudy Osceola; 
Team Roping: 1 . Josh 
Jumper/Naha Jumper, 2. 
Marvin Bowers/Trina Bowers, 

3. Shelby Osceola/Theresa 
Bowers, 4. Pauletta 
Bowers/Alex Johns; Women’s 
Barrels: 1. Tess Ducheanux, 2. 
Boogie Jumper, 3. Trina 
Bowers; Bull Riding: No 
entries. 


Jobe Johns patiently waiting his turn to race around the barrels. 


Golfers Wanted 


Submitted by AIFI 

SAN FRANSISCO, CA — The American 
Indian Film Institute (AIFI) invites golfers from the 
United States and Canada to play in the Will 
Sampson Memorial Golf Classic, starting at noon on 
July 17, at the Las Vegas Paiute Golf Resort, 10325 
Nu-Wav Kaiv Blvd., Las Vegas, Nev. Tribal leaders, 
producers, writers, directors and actors from the 
Native American and Hollywood film communities 
will compete in the tournament to benefit the Tribute 
to Will Sampson Documentary Film Fund by AIFI, 
based in San Francisco. 

Registration forms are available on the 


American Indian Film Institute’s website at 
www.aifisf.com. Entry fees are $350 for individuals, 
or $1,360 for golf foursomes. Airfare, lodging and 
transportation are not included in the entry fee. 

The classic starts at noon with a Putting 
and Chipping Contest. The cost is $5 per ball, or 3 
balls for $10. The tournament format will be a 
scramble, open to men and women of all golfing 
abilities. 

For more sponsorship opportunities, regis- 
tration and general information on the golf and din- 
ner auction, please refer to AIFI’s website at 
www.aifisf.com, or call (415) 554-0525. 
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We’ve Got Your Ticket I 


Life is too short 

TO SIT IN THE BACK . . . 

We offer up-front 

SEATING FDR: 

Concerts 

Theatre 


+> 


Sports 


❖ 


Local $ 
Nationwide 
events 


Upcoming Local [vents: 

Madonna 
Jessica Simpson 
Eric Clapton 
Tim Me G raw 
WWE 'Raw 
Rod Stewart 
Shan i a Twain 
Curiosa/The Core 
Bhitnet Spears 
Rush 

Kiss/Poison 
Vans Warped Tour 
Hilary Doff 
American Idols Live 
Linkin Park /Korn /Snoop 
Ozifest 2Q0H 
Sting 
Van Halen 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

FOR CONCERTS SPORTS TICKETS 
(305) 444-8499 OR (800) 801-8499 

FDR TRAVEL (385) 445-B5SB OR (877) 445-6566 

We Deliver All Major Credit Caros Accepted 
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Florida Championship Wrestling Returns to Big Cypress 


By Vinnie Fontana 

BIG CYPRESS — On June 19, 
Florida Championship Wrestling and the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida will present 
Summer Madness III at the Herman Osceola 
Gym in Big Cypress at 7:30 p.m. Dusty 
Rhodes will make a rare South Florida 
appearance and is excited about the event. 


Other stars performing at Summer 
Madness III include Japanese superstar 
Kahagas, Florida legends Mike Graham and 
Hector Guerrero. Also appearing will be for- 
mer WWE superstars, The Warlords, Head 
Banger Mosh, the People’s Mayor Harry 
Venis, and a Florida ladies title match. 

Vicious 


Vinnie will be banned from the reservation 
due to a sneak attack on Big Cypress recre- 
ation director Stan Frishman. 

This event is provided by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and is free to the 
public. Please enjoy and support this popular 
event. 



Michael Kelly 

Krystle Young (center), with her proud parents Steve and Selma 
Young, after recieving two awards. 

Krystle Young Receives 
Awards in Two Sports 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

May 14, Krystle Young was hon- 
ored for her participation at the 
24th 2004 Annual Sports Banquet, 
held at the Sheridan Hills 
Christian School. Young received 
a Coaches and Participation 
Award for basketball and earned a 
letter for track and field. 

Although this was her 
first year participating in school 
sports, she excelled in both junior 
varsity basketball and track. 

In basketball, her combi- 
nation of ball handling skills and 
tenacious defense made her the 


ideal guard. Young, 13, who will 
enter ninth grade next year, looks 
to improve on her first year of 
school sports. 

“Krystle will play junior 
varsity again,” said her father 
Steve Young. “She needs to polish 
her basketball skills; another full 
year of junior varsity will help.” 

Using her slender build 
to her advantage, the talented 
Young also runs the 100 and 300 
meter hurdles for the track and 
field team. 

Look for more articles on 
this dedicated Seminole athlete. 


Interview With Wrestling 
Great Dusty Rhodes 

By Vinnie Fontana 

BIG 

CYPRESS — 

Promoter Vinnie 
Fontana had the pleas- 
ure of speaking with 
wrestling great Dusty 
Rhodes, who will par- 
ticipate in Summer 
Madness III at the 
Herman Osceola Gym 
in Big Cypress. The 
wrestling legend will 
sign autographs before 
and after the event as 
well. 

Fontana: 

Dusty, congratulations 
on such a successful 
career. On behalf of 
Florida Championship 
Wrestling (FCW) and 
the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, we would like 
to thank you for taking 
the time to speak with 
us. 

Rhodes: It is my pleasure. I am looking forward to 
meeting everyone on June 19 at the Big Cypress reservation. 

Fontana: Is this the first time you have ever wrestled 
on a Seminole reservation? 

Rhodes: No. It was an honor to wrestle along side the 
late Native American wrestling superstar Chief Wahoo McDaniel 
at the Seminole Tribal Fair show in the early 1970’s. 

Fontana: As the promoter of FCF, I have always tried 
to provide wrestlers that were the most requested by fans of all 
ages. But the reaction to you has been overwhelming, especially 
by the elders of the tribe. 

Rhodes: I consider that a wonderful compliment; I 
promise I won’t let them down. 

Fontana: A majority of the younger generation consider 
Hulk Hogan the most popular performer of all time. But anyone 
with knowledge of wrestling knows you paved the way for all 
wrestlers, past and present. 

Rhodes: Hulk Hogan has nothing to prove to anyone. 

He has taken wrestling to a new level. There wasn’t the mass 
media attention in my hey day as it is now. 

Fontana: Thank you very much for your time. 

Rhodes: It was a pleasure talking to you. 



Photo courtesy of Southeast Publications USA, Inc. 

Legendary professional wrestler 
Dusty Rhodes. 


Seminole Hard Rock 
Golf Tournament 


By Kenny Bayon 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL 

— The Seminole Hard Rock had its 
first golf tournament to commemo- 
rate the grand opening of the new 
casino in Hollywood. It was held on 
May 8 at Raintree Golf Resort in 
Pembroke Pines, Fla. The tourna- 
ment was open to tribal members 
and their spouses, as well as employ- 
ees of the Seminole Tribe. 

Even though the day was 
hot, the golfers were hotter as 
they all played well and tore 
though the course. A few of them 
even turned scores that were 
below par. 

“We are out here having 
a great time playing golf,” said 
tribal member Cicero Osceola” 

It’s a good beginning for 
tonight’s festivities.” 

“It’s a great day for 
golf, the weather is beautiful, the 
course is nice and it’s a signifi- 
cant day for the Seminole tribe.” 
said Marcy Osceola Jr., with a 
big smile before he teed off. “I 
would be feeling better if I was 
playing better.” 

By the way, he shot a 
78, which is pretty good. 

After the tournament, 
the banquet was held at the Hard 
Rock, hours before the ceremoni- 
al opening. Mitch Osceola, the 
tournament coordinator, started 
the banquet by thanking the 
Hard Rock for sponsoring it and 
the Hollywood Seminole recre- 
ation for its help at running a 
smooth tournament. 

“It’s was a terrific beginning 
to an amazing day” said Osceola. “I 
think we put on a great event that ran 
smoothly. I hope we have many more 
in the future. This is just the begin- 
ning of what I think will be annual 
event to [commemorate] this historic 
day for the Seminole Tribe.” 

The results of the tourna- 
ment are as follows: 

Long drive 

Woman: Melissa Demayo; 
Senior Men: Bo Young; Men: Mitch 
Osceola. 

Blind Draw, Combined Score 

1 . Max Osceola Jr. and 
Keno King, 135, 2. Bo Young and 
Salaw Hummingbird, 139, 3. Mitch 
Osceola and Jackie Thompson, 149. 
Duces 

Max Osceola Jr. 2, Melissa 


Demayo 1, Gina Allardyce 1, Mitch 
Osceola 1. 

Woman tournament play, Place 
and Score 

4. 80-Linda Tommie; 3. 79- 
Jackie Thompson; 2. 76-Melissa 
Demayo, 1. 68-Gina Allardyce. 
Men’s Flight B: 13. Brett Green, 12. 
Jerome Bowers, 11. Maxie Tommie, 
10. Bob Green, 9. Cicero Osceola, 8. 
Kahane Osceola, 7. Earnest Riley, 6. 
Lawrence Osceola, 5. 77 Sunny 



Kenny Bayon 


Melissa DeMayo had the longest drive 
out of all female competitors. 


Frank, 4. of 74 Salaw Hummingbird, 
2. (tie) 71 Max Osceola Jr. and Ricky 
Doctor, 1 . 64 Keno King. 

Men’s Flight A 

9. Matt Tiger, 8. Dale Riley, 
7. Marcy Osceola Jr, 6. Harry 
Kennedy, 5. Josh Harrison shot a 76, 
4. Charlie Cypress shot a 75, 3. 
Jeremy Harrison shot a 72, 2. Mitch 
Osceola shot a 69, 1 . Bo young shot 
a 65. 

Skins - hole 
Flight B 

Earnest Riley 1, Max 
Osceola Jr. 5 and 6, Lawrence 
Osceola 9, Keno King 11 and 14, 
Salaw Hummingbird 16, Cicero 
Osceola 12 and 18. 

Flight A 

Charlie Cypress 1, Marcy 
Osceola Jr. 9, Bo Young 11, Matt 
Tiger 14, Mitch Osceola 13 and 18. 
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Seminole Tribe 2004 Sports Festival Banquet 



By Nery Mejicano 

HALLANDALE 
BEACH, FL — Following 
five successful years, the 
tribe’s 2004 Sports Festival 
promised to be the largest so 
far. It started with a banquet 
on the fourth floor of the 
Hollywood Greyhound Track 
Thursday, May 27. 

On Friday May 28 
the best of the Seminole pool 
players came together for the 
men and women’s 8-ball sin- 
gles tournament. They were 
joined by players form other 
tribes, who also brought their 
best. More than 100 players, 
their friends, families and 
guests came together for this 
exciting event. It was held at 
the third floor of the 
Greyhound Track. 

Seminole Tribal 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
and Big Cypress Council 
Representative David Cypress partici- 
pated in the tournament. Tribal 
President Moses Osceola came by to 


cheer the players while on his way to 
participate in the bowling tournament 
which was also part of the Sports 
Festival. 

On the men’s singles, 


Seminole tribal citizens 
dominated the field to the 
end. George Grasshopper, 
Elrod Bowers, Cicero 
Osceola and David Cypress 
gave the Oklahoma players 
a run for their money. On 
the women’s side, Theresa 
Nunez, Juanita Osceola and 
Dale Grasshopper kept the 
opposition working hard for 
every ball pocketed. 

Vivian Villarreal, 
“The Texas Tornado” was 
on the sidelines, but did not 
have to provide any advice 
to the already skillful tribal 
players. The final results on 
the singles tournament are 
as follows: 

Men Singles 

1. Joe Carson, 2. 
George Grasshopper, 3. 
Elrod Bowers, 4. Danny 
Brewer, 5. James Clay. 
Women’s Singles 

1. Theresa Nunez, 2. Karla 
Bagley, 3. Cheryl Backward, 4. Diana 
Peters, 5. Juanita Osceola. 


Competitors Bowl During 2004 Sports Festival 


By Felix DoBosz 

HALLANDALE BEACH, 

FL — Holiday Bowling Lanes, adjacent 
to the Hollywood Greyhound Race 
Track, was the place to be this past 
Memorial Weekend for the Fifth Annual 
Bowling Tournament. This three-day 
tournament started team play at 3 p.m. 
Friday and was followed up by mixed 
doubles at 7 p.m. The action continued 
into Saturday and Sunday, starting at 
noon. 

The Big Cypress Recreation 
Department, under the guidance of Big 
Cypress Council Representative David 
Cypress and B.C. recreation director 
George Grasshopper, hosted this bowl- 
ing tournament. 

According to the info sheet 
provided by B.C. recreation manager 
Stan Frischman, “The purpose of this 
tournament is to promote participation, 
sportsmanship and goodwill among 
Indian bowlers. The tournament is open 
to all ABC/WIBC sanctioned Indian 
bowlers.” 

Seminole citizens, representing 
four reservations, participated in an 
event- filled weekend that also featured 
billiards and a golf tournament. 

Only about half-a-dozen 
bowlers were there on Friday afternoon 
when the tournament started. By the 


end of the afternoon, more than two 
dozen bowlers had arrived; some even 
brought their entire families. 

Moses Osceola, President of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., 
arrived early and was signed up for 
mixed doubles ready to bowl. After a 
few minutes, three more bowling lanes 
with lights on opened up as more play- 
ers arrived. 

Winning is determined by the 
best bowling score average in the dif- 
ferent categories over the three-day 
event. Bowling scores are recorded 
automatically by computer, which 
tracks how many pins are knocked 
down by one roll of the ball. 25-inch 
TV’s were mounted above the bowler’s 
lane that visually displayed frame-by- 
frame scoring of the participants for 
each of the games played. 

For those new to bowling, the 
highest score a player can obtain is 300 
points in 1 0 frames of bowling, but 
only the very best players ever hit the 
perfect game. At the very least, 10 con- 
secutive strikes, which means knocking 
down all ten standing pins with one 
roll, is needed to obtain the perfect 
score. 

One of the highly skilled par- 
ticipants was Alvin Buster, a regular, 
who was there with his wife Erin, and 


new baby boy Leviticus. He and his 
wife had entered to play in this bowling 
tournament event for all of the three 
days. 

Buster was bowling a 204 with 
at least three strikes in a row, when he 
said, “two hundred- seventy nine was 
my highest game.” 

“I bowl in all these tourna- 
ments,” he added. “The highest average 
wins the big cash prize.” 

Buster’s unusual delivery can 
be described as hi-octane and full 
velocity. When the ball is thrown from 
a high arc in the air and forcefully 
drops down hard with a fast spin and a 
loud thud, it races down the alley and 
finally explodes upon making contact 
with the pins. This resulted in a loud 
deafening roar as the pins went flying 
in every direction from this hi-power 
roller. 

Buster finished with another 
strike, as a big smile crossed his face 
giving his teammates and friends gener- 
ous hi-five knuckles and a terrific aver- 
age to contend with. Sometimes that’s 
all it takes to win these games. 
Congratulations to all the participants 
and big winner’s, hope everyone had 
fun and enjoyed the great holiday 
weekend festivities. 


Osceola 

Continued from page 1 

According to DeWitt, these custom 
sticks are made out of the most exotic woods 
known to man and can take more than 50 
hours to finish. The inlaid design used can be 
cut to measure down to 1/1000 of an inch, 
then the cues are hand 
rubbed for up to eight hours 
to get that luster shiny, slick 
look. 

On display next to 
him were a dozen or so 
exotic custom cues that he 
had finished and was for 
sale. This grand cue master 
continues to tour the coun- 
try bringing his custom cue 
sticks to pool trade shows 
and tournaments held 
around the country by pro- 
fessional national and 
regional billiard organiza- 
tions. 

In the middle of 
the spacious air-conditioned 
gym, Maria Billie and 
Marcellus Calderon sat at a 
folding table announcing 
names and pool table num- 
bers of all the competitors. 

Some of the names of the winners were 
established players, while some were brand 
new to this billiards competition. 

Calderon said, “David Billie helped 
organize part of this annual event; he’s the 


athletic director of the Immokalee recreation 
department.” 

Max Osceola Jr., Hollywood 
Council Representative and David Cypress, 
Big Cypress Council Representative, also 
sponsored this memorial event. 


Congratulations to all the winners who par- 
ticipated in the Eighth Annual Candy Osceola 
Memorial Pool Tournament 

Here is the list of all the events win- 
ners: 

8-Ball Senior Men: 1. Jimmy Bert; 
2. Russell Osceola; 3. David Cypress; 4. Joe 
Billie Jr.; 5. Ronnie Doctor. 

8-Ball Senior Women: 1. Laura 
Clay; 2. Jane Doctor; 3. Louise Osceola; 4. 


Annie Jumper; 5. Jennie Johns. 

8-Ball Youth Boys: 1. Josh Garza; 

2. Kendrick Osceola; 3. Jerome Davis; 4. 
Michael Doctor; 5. Tommie Benson. 

8-Ball Youth Girls: 1. Mela Billie; 

2. JoJo Osceola; 3. Nicole Osceola; 4. 
Erica Mata; 5. Krystle Young. 

8-Ball Women’s: 1. Phalyn 
Osceola; 2. Juanita Osceola; 3. 
Carlene Osceola; 4. Vivian Osceola 5. 
Michelle Billie. 

8-Ball Men’s: 1. David 
Cypress; 2. Daniel Gopher; 3. Woody 
Wilson; 4. Charles Osceola; 5. 
Raymond Garza. 

Senior Scotch Doubles: 1. 
Ronnie Doctor and Mabel Osceola; 2. 
Juanita Osceola and Russell Osceola; 

3. Annie Jumper and Joe Billie; 4. 
Keeno King and Betty Osceola; 5. 
Laura Clay and David Cypress. 

Scotch Doubles: 1. Derrick 
Gopher and Phalyn Osceola; 2. 

Connie William and Daniel Gopher; 

3. Yvette Jumper and Robin Buster; 4. 
Linda Jones and Woody Wilson; 5. 
Virginia Billie and Raymond Garza. 

Open Men’s 9-Ball: 1. Che 
Mrvos; 2. Steven Nevens; 3. David 
Cypress; 4. Bronson Hill; 5. Raymond 
Garza. 

Open Women’s 9-Ball: 1 . Crissy 
Wiley; 2. Virginia Billie; 3. Jackie 
Thompson; 4. Phalyn Osceola; 5. Jaclyn 
Deck. 



Felix DoBosz 


Michelle Billie prepares to make her shot during the 8th 
Annual Candy Osceola Pool Tournament. 



Felix DoBosz 


Raymond Garza sets up for a winning shot at the 
Candy Osceola Pool Tournament. 
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lF®r Best 
Peal on Town 
Call 

[Hector Isabel 
(954) 593-2586 


YOUR FORD GIANT OFFfeRS THE 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEED! 

* Seminole / Miccosukee Special * 
Up to $8500 Discos ©si lalect Models 


mm THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARB-TO-FIND FSSQ’S! 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service . Weekday & Saturday hours 

■ Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians . Ff)rd Qua | ity p arts 


• 12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor . Courtesy shuttle Hours 

* Convenient Location 


8655 Pines BlvdL • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 


( 954 ) 443-7000 

Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com! 
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For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at (954) 967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, drug screening is a requirement for employment. 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


HOLLYWOOD 
Position: Budget Analyst 
Department: Accounting 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Accountant 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-5-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard (Summer, Temporary) 

Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour 

Position: Research Clerk 
Department: Tribal Clerk’s Office 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $23,920 annually with benefits 

Position: Administrative Assistant 
Department: Eligibility and Utilization, Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Secretary II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Procurement Coordinator/Estimator 

Department: Housing 

Position Opens: 4-19-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $33,176 annually with benefits 

Position: Courier 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour, with benefits 

Position: Buyer 
Department: Purchasing 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: A/P Data Entry Clerk 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lead Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Nutritionist 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 1-12-04 
Position Closes: 1-26-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Fixed Asset Accountant 

Department: Accounting 

Position Opens: 12-22-03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $30,000-$37,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Surveillance Manager 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Transfer Station Operator Trainee (2) 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Counselor II (3) 

Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

BIG CYPRESS 

Position: Tour Guide 
Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10-13-03 
Position Closes: 10-27-03 
Salary: $7. 50/hour, with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T and P/T 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Environ Health Facilities Management 
Representative 

Department: Environmental Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Art/Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Water Sampler 
Department: Water Resources 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Media Specialist 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits. 

Position: Patient Services Coordinator 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Elem. Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $48,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant to Tribal Historic Preservation Office 


Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 2-23-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Elementary Education Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Middle School Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position Opens: 5-3-2004 
Position Closes: when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Food Prep, and Service Assoc. 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-27-03 
Position Closes: 11-10-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 11-3-03 
Position Closes: when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T and P/T 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

BRIGHTON 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 1-5-04 
Position Closes: 1-19-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $48,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard, FT 
Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard, PT 
Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 5-4-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour 

Position: Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $ 17/hour, with benefits 

Position: Distribution/Collection System Crew Leader 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $40,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Head Teacher and Certified Head Teacher 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 4-26-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Tag Clerk, P/T 
Department: Tribal Field Office 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $11. 5 0/hour 

Position: Teacher Aide 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 4-19-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits and education 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

COCONUT CREEK 
Position: Surveillance Specialist (2) 

Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 5-3-2004 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

IMMOKALEE 
Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher I 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 11-24-03 

Position Closes: 12-08-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Distribution/Collection System Crew Leader 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $40,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist/Health Educator 
Department: Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

TAMPA 

Position: Surveillance Technician 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lead Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 


Police Department Jobs 


Position: Police Officer 
Starting Salary: $39,591 

Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, Immokalee 
Police Officer position available. Must already have 
his/her certification. Needs to be a citizen or have 
alien resident card, 19 years or older, with a high 
school diploma or GED. Shift work. Benefits include 
PPO health insurance, life insurance, 40 IK, take 
home car program, clothing allowance. If you are 
interested, please call (954) 967-8900. 

Position: Police Dispatchers 
Starting salary is $29,693 
Location: Big Cypress 

Applicants need to be a U.S. citizen, or have an alien 
resident card, be 19 years or older, and have a high 
school diploma or GED. This position is shift work. 
Tribal citizens are preferred, but not required. If you 
are interested, please call (954) 967-8900. 


Emergency Services Jobs 

Position: Fire Inspector/Public Education Specialist 
Location: Big Cypress and other reservations 
Salary: $38,000 (negotiable), with benefits 


Responsibilities include: Fire safety inspec- 
tions of fire suppression and notification systems, new 
construction, existing occupancies and hazardous 
material sites. Manage Hazardous Material Program. 
Provide presentations on fire safety to educate the 
public and employees of the tribe. Accept other duties 
as required. Essential for satisfactory performance are: 
good communication skills (verbal and written), the 
ability to work with the public in a courteous manner, 
the ability to work in a “self-directed” environment, a 
working knowledge of the National Fire Protection 
Agency’s Life Safety Code, State Building Codes 
including the rules and regulations of the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office and the ability to research and com- 
prehend technical material. Ability to travel between 
all reservations (statewide) is mandatory. 

Minimum Qualifications: Current State of 
Florida Fire Inspector Certification, experience con- 
ducting Fire Inspections and working with the public. 

Preference will be given to candidates pos- 
sessing State of Florida Firefighter Certification, rele- 
vant college degrees and certifications plus extensive 
Fire inspection/public education experience. 

Other Requirements: high dchool diploma, valid 
Florida Driver’s License, Ability to pass an extensive 
background investigation and drug screen. 
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Announcements ❖ Ahaaheeke ❖ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 


Graduates Poems 



We would also like to wish our 
son, Christopher Olivarez, born on April 
18, a happy belated birthday as well. 
You’re getting to be a big boy now! We 
love you! 

Congratulations to you for a job 
well done with your school grades. 

You’ve come a long way and we are 
proud of you. You can be anything you 
want to be. Just keep up the good work 
and keep doing your homework. We love 
you! 

Mom Claudia, Dad Joe, and 
baby sister Caitlyn Olivarez 



We would like to wish a very 

Happy birthday to our mom, Claudia, 

on May 16 and dad, Joe, on May 14. We 
hope you both have the best birthday 
ever! 

From your kids, Chris “Boy” 
and “Catie bug.” 


Happy Mother ’s Day 



Happy belated Mother’s Day 

to our mom, and wife, Claudia Olivarez 
too! You deserve it mom! You’re the best. 
We love you! 

Chris, “Catie bug” and dad, 
Joe Olivarez 


In Manor iam 


In Memory of a Special Friend: 
Michele Cypress 

We know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, 

Who have been called according to his 
purpose. 

Romans 8:28 

I still see your face in my dreams, 

It hurts, my eyes fill with tears, 

My heart fills with pain. 

I remember when we met, 
you wanted to know all about me. 

No matter my problems or what was 
wrong, 

You excepted me and said that we would 
always be friends. 

I remember the smile you gave me when 
I called you 
“My big girl” 

It meant so much to me. 

I miss you and everything you were to 
me, 

My special friend. 

Love, 

Anna 



We would like to wish our baby 
girl Caitlyn Olivarez a happy belated 
birthday. We were blessed that you have 
been given to us on April 10, 2003. You 
have brought so much joy to us. 

We love you; you’re our angel! 

Mom Claudia, Dad Joe, and 
big brother Christopher Olivarez 



May 25 was Iretta Tiger’s spe- 
cial day. Happy belated birthday! May 

you live all the days of your life. . . 
Sincerely, 

The communications depart- 
ment staff 



Happy Birthday to our boss, 
Virginia May Mitchell on June 1 1 . We 
hope you enjoy your gift and have a 
relaxing day at the spa. While you are 
getting pampered, we promise to practice 
communicating! 

Love always, 

Your staff 

Happy birthday to Esther 
Gopher and Thelma Bowers. From the 
Osceola girls Trudy, Gino, Leah and 
Velma. 



Special birthday wishes going 
out to Miss Shelli Mae Osceola who will 
be turning 12 on June 14. 

Our little girl heading towards 
becoming a young lady, we are very 
proud of you and hope your day will defi- 
nitely be the grandest. 

Love and kisses from, 

Grandma (Virginia), Eddie, 
Victor, Jesse, Jewel, Valerie and Dad 
(Vinson) 



Birthday wishes to our mom 
and grandma Virginia M. Mitchell born 
on June 1 1 . 

Oh my goodness; how old does 
that make you now? Nevertheless, you 
are well appreciated every time we need 
something, someone to talk to or just to 
hang out with. You’re so funny at times, 
when we lest expect it. 

All our love to you Mom and 
Grandma may we share more of these 
times for many years to come. 

Love forever, 

Vinson, Valerie, Jesse, Victor, 
Shelli and Jewel Alice. 


For Sale 


1998 4-Cylinder 1,300 cc 
Yamaha Royal Star. Collector’s bike. Last 
manufactured in 2000. 

28,000 miles. Garage kept. All 
maintenance records. Many trophies. 
Leather-like lockable side bags, two 
windshields, and two seats. $4,000 worth 
of chrome. Maintenance free drive shaft. 
Black studded seats, night purple LED 
lights, new tires. $9,800 firm. Contact 
Nery at (954) 232-5714. 


New Kids 



Our beloved daughter Arianna 
Judybill Osceola, was born March 9, 
2004 at 9:29 a.m., weighing 6 pounds and 
2 ounces, and 1 8 inches long. Thanks to 
thoughts that came to the baby shower. 

Parents: Gerret W. Osceola and 
Rosa M. Osceola 


Memphis Kellen Billie 

Born: March 29, 2004 
Time: 11:18 p.m. 

Weight 5 pounds, 1 1 ounces 
Length: 19 inches 
Proud parents: Elaine Osceola and 
Duane Billie 

Sibling: Big sister Lexi Osceola 



Notice 


The Yeehaw Road and bridge 
(no. 2) project will begin on Monday May 
17. Work will involve removal of bridge 
no. 1 in order to replace it with culverts 
allowing passage of construction vehicles. 

Be aware that there will be no 
passage across the first bridge on the 
main tram grade for the week of May 17- 


2 1 . Access to the ceremonial site may be 
possible through alternate routes depend- 
ing upon the type of vehicle used. 

Further questions concerning the 
project schedule may be directed to the 
water resource management department at 
(954) 967-3402. 



Trevor Gordon Thomas 

Thanks for the memories these 
past four and a half years; the T-ball and 
soccer games and everything else. You 
will always be my little man, no matter 
how big and strong you get. I hope that 
your first day of “big school” in the fall is 
the greatest day of your life. 

We are proud of you. 
Congratulations on your pre-school grad- 
uation on May 26, 2004. 

We love you, 

Uncle Koty, Aunt Perrie and 
Hyatt Ringo Star, too. 



To our little graduate, Richard Primeaux 
Now you’ll be going to the “big 
school.” We are so proud of you. 

Love, 

Your proud parents and 
grandparents. 



Congratulations to Trina 
Bowers from the Brighton Reservation, 
who graduated from the First Indian 
Baptist Academy on May 27. Trina is the 
daughter of Marvin and Theresa Bowers, 
granddaughter of Wonder and Mary Johns 
of the Brighton and granddaughter of 
Elsie Bowers of the Hollywood 
Reservation. 

Trina is the first tribal citizen to 
graduate from the First Indian Baptist 
Academy, but the second to graduate 
from the academy. She plans to work the 
summer as a lifeguard, and then go back 
to school to become a massage therapist 
or physical therapist. 

Congratulations Trina on all your 
accomplishments and with more to come. 
And remember to always keep the faith. 


Happy Father ’s Day 


Happy Father’s Day to Joshua 
Austin. Even though baby Rick isn’t 
yours, you have been the greatest father 
ever and we are truly blessed. 

Love, 

Carolee and DarRick Nelson 

Happy Father’s Day to Ricky 
Ray Baxley. Daddy, here I sit again; 
same pain different year. I hope I’m mak- 
ing you proud in some kind of way. I 
miss you more and more everyday. You 
are and will always be the greatest. I’ll 
see you one day, until then, may you fol- 
low me. 

Love your little girl, 

Carolee Nelson 


Love Tainted Cries 


What, you and me? 

On this I’ll speak 
Those arrows that fly 
Straight through spring air 
On our own we’ll 
Have to go there 
Hearts don’t deserve that 
Perhaps cloud skies do 
Play, sure, but nothing 
Fancy, or spectacular, 

For dime-store verse 
Fails to captivate, 

And dies anyhow 
Sweetest dedication 
Years so long gone, 

Dance upon memories, 
Red-golden sky 
In winter past, 

A sunset, shooting 
Starts sparkle while 
Knowing sorrow, 

So surrender, knowing 
Love tainted cries. 

— Elgin Jumper 
May 2004 

The River Under the Sun 


The river under the sun, 

A canoe ripples the water 
Through life 
We move upriver 
What is it that 
I hold most important, 

What I hold most dear? 

The winding river, 

My dear children 
A life full. 

— Elgin Jumper 
May 2004 

A Tear Stained Cheek 

The sands of time they tumble 
Into an empty mind they fall 
Corruption starts to set in 
That lives within these walls. . . 

Questions come up unanswered 
From your past of yesterday’s tears 
Fall from eyes, from unseen pain 
As the years start to set in. . . 

Laughter invades this dungeon 
The smell of death never fades 
A smile you try to remember 
Turns to night and day. . . 

You fight life’s wicked demons 
As they grow stronger with each new day 
You feel yourself getting weak 
But you refuse to be their slave. . . 

In a world that’s so unfair 
As society laughs in your face 
You live each day with hope 
As you search for your faith. . . 

Last and all alone with tears of regret 
Loneliness takes the place of a smile 
That a face will soon forget 
— Lyle Vandell Billie 
Panther Clan 

A Timeless Death at the Hands of Time 

Sitting here in my coffin watching 
My days turn to night each day 
Takes away the pain but scar remains. . . 

I sit here searching for answers 
For my mistakes yesterday 
A good kid with a bad start 
Hoping for someone to show him the 
way. . . 

Too many tears to hide at times 
I feel I’m drowning 

My pain drifts off but to return to a soul 
that’s slowly dying. . . 

Shattered dreams and a broken heart 
Loneliness and his friend we call cry- 
ing... 

Taking turns to haunt my soul and laugh 
at me 

Because I’m crying 

Each day nobody notices a young boy 

Lost and looking for the way 

Too many questions unanswered 

And too many questions not asked. . . 

Searching for love and found a world full 

of hate 

Too many broken promises and not 
enough faith. . . 

Searching for an understanding 
And waiting on my fate 
My heart cries out for happiness 
As my spirit patiently waits. . . 

Will anyone ever notice me? 

Even though I made mistakes? 

Too many nights on the wild side 
Hoping to awake another day. . . 

My pistol’s smoke and cries for help 
Are memories you can’t let go 
Riding on lady luck 
As the gangster steals the show. . . 
Cadillac and diamond dreams 
But only wake to an empty might 
Orange juice and Tanqueray 
Chase away the pain that killed the 
brain... 

One more blunt and a line for the nose 
Might help ease the pain 
But once it’s gone and the skies are blue 
Will reality accept you for you? 

As I sit here in my coffin 
Reminiscing and wondering why 
My grave of razor wire and fences 
Slowly separate my love and hate. . . 

— Lyle Vandell Billie 
Panther Clan 
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A variety of patchwork 
designs, over 100 yards 
of material! 

(954) 336-7273 
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Board Creates New Loan Program 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
has created a new monthly advancement 
loan program for tribal members only. The 
program will permit tribal members to bor- 
row money and pay it back in full on a 
month to month basis in the event that a 
sudden need for funds should arise. 
Please call Bob Maza at (954) 966-6300, 
Ext. 1315 for further information. 
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Iretta Tiger 


(L-R) Johnny Jones, Moses Osceola, Sally R. Tommie, Mitchell Cypress, Paul Bowers Sr., Elaine 
Aguilar, and William Osceola attend the grand opening of the Mitchell Cypress Trail of Fitness. 


Big Cypress Opens the Mitchell 
Cypress Trail of Fitness 



Irette Tiger 

Fort Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie (left) enjoys the new trail 
with fellow walkers. 


By Iretta Tiger 

BIG CYPRESS — May 20 
marked the day for the official opening 
for the Mitchell Cypress Trail of 
Fitness. The trail is located on the Big 
Cypress reservation just opposite the 
Big Cypress Family Investment Center. 

Susie Kippenberger, utilities 
department director, hosted the ribbon 
cutting ceremony. Kippenberger started 
the event by stating a few facts about 
the development of the trail. The con- 
cept was born in January 2002 by 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and his 
then-secretary Crissie Carter. The 
design for the trail was created in 
January 2003. 

Chairman Cypress first 
addressed the audience in Miccosukee 
and then translated in English. 

“It’s up to you how you want 
to live,” he said. “It’s your choice to 
get out there and start working out. 

Everything’s here, no excuses.” 

Kippenberger then presented 
Chairman Cypress with a plaque and 
noted the chairman’s modesty. 

“When we were naming the 
trail” said Kippenberger “Mitchell 
[Cypress] didn’t want it to be named 
after him, he wanted the name to honor 
the Big Cypress seniors.” 

To honor the seniors, the 
benches along the trail have small 
plaques with a senior’s name on it. The 
plaques are located on the back rest of 
each bench. 

Next, Chairman Cypress presented Crissie 
Carter, now director of Family Services, with a 
plaque. 


Kippenberger then introduced the design 
team and the construction team. Construction for the 
trail began on April 28, 2003. 

Tribal officials were then introduced and 
presented with plaques. 

“This is a wonderful 
thing for the community and 
it’s wonderful for the chairman 
to be concerned for the health 
of the tribe,” said President 
Moses Osceola. “You’ve got a 
wonderful opportunity to keep 
yourself fit, so take advantage 
of it.” 

Trail representative 
William Osceola acknowl- 
edged Winifred Tiger and told 
a story from his youth. During 
his younger days, Tiger would 
chase him and his friends out 
of the woods when they were 
partying. 

“Every time I see her 
I want to run!” joked Osceola 
“She’s an inspiration for me.” 

Mike Tiger, Tribal 
Treasurer, David Nunez, 

President of Seminole Designs 
and builder of the trail, Leah 
Minnick from Hot Meals, and 
Connie Whidden, Health 
Department Director, were all 
presented with plaques. 

Chairman Cypress 
then personally presented each 
member of the design team and 
Susie Kippenberger with 
plaques. 


To officially open the trail, Chairman 
Cypress and the seniors walked around the track. 
Before walking the trail, everyone was given an 
umbrella with the tribal logo and half way through 

the track, at the pavilion, 
walkers were given t- 
shirts and health related 
brochures were avail- 
able. 

The trail has 
two courses; the longer 
course is one-third of a 
mile long and the shorter 
course is one-fourth of a 
mile long. So to walk 
one mile it will take 
three laps on the one- 
third track and four laps 
on the one-fourth track. 

The trail is a 
beautiful winding path 
with areas along the way 
for stretching, and 
benches for resting. 
There is a small man- 
made lake with a foun- 
tain in the middle of it. 
At the west end, there is 
a pavilion with a drink- 
ing fountain and a two 
story open tower for 
those who want more of 

a challenge. 

Big Cypress is just the starting point for a 
series of fitness trails. There are plans to create a 
trail on each of the reservations. 



Iretta Tiger 


The beautiful Mitchell Cypress Trail of Fitness in Big Cypress. 



Iretta Tiger 


Chrissie Carter (left) presents a plaque to Brighton Board Representative 
Paul Bowers Sr. during the ribbon cutting ceremony. 


“The Texas Tornado” Vivian 
Villarreal Meets With 
TheSportsNetwork.com CEO 




By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — There she was, 

Vivian Villarreal, the fifth ranked Women’s 
Professional Billiards Association champion in 
the luxurious ballroom at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino on May 25th. A brand 
new seven- foot billiards table was set up in the 
front of this grand ballroom for the billiards 
star to demonstrate her fine skills. 

Villarreal picked up her first cue at the 
tender age of five. She was greatly encouraged 
by her family, and met her manager/coach 
Robert “Duffy” Doores when she was 2 1 . 

Villarreal has now earned many classic 
tour titles. Her quick one-two style of play and 
whirlwind shot-making skills have given Vivian 
her stormy nickname and make her one of the 
most exciting players on the classic tour. She is 
a former WPBA National Champion and Player 
of the Year. The Seminole Tribe of Florida now 
sponsors Vivian on her classic tour. 

Mickey Charles, CEO of 
TheSportsNetwork.com, was there to get a spe- 
cial interview for his forum. He shot a game of 
8 -ball with her as they chit chatted amusingly 
about how men in general hate to play her 
because they don’t want to get beat by a 
woman. 

She said she uses a cue that weights 
approximately 1 9-and-a-quarter ounces, and 
costs $25,000 to make. 

This exotic wood cue has gold, silver, 
and ivory inlaid, made by Omega Cues which 
also makes cues that cost more than $100,000. 
Villarreal demonstrated a lot of quick shooting 
tips for Charles, at one point, commenting to 
him after a missed shot, “You put a lot of English on 
it for no reason.” 

So he replied, “Do I look like Minnesota 

Fats?” 

Vivian answered quickly, “You don’t want to 


Felix DoBosz 


“The Texas Tornado’ 


Felix DoBosz 

autographs promotional posters for fans. 


look like Minnesota Fats!” 

Everyone in hearing range had a good laugh 
over that remark. As she circled the table like a hawk, 
looking for her next shot, she asked David Cypress 
seated in the front, “Have you been practicing?” 

With his arms stretched out and palms up in 


Vivian Villarreal (left) discusses her unique shooting style 
with TheSportsNetwork.com CEO Mickey Charles. 


the air and a big warm generous smile, he answered 
in amusement, “for [what]?” Everyone in the large 
room laughed at the funny comment as Villarreal con- 
tinued walking around the table in her special zone. 
She kept making these amazing shots that ended 
when everyone clapped in admiration. 

She then made an incredibly difficult shot 
on the 8-ball to finish off CEO Mickey 
Charles. 

A doubles 8-ball game was next 
between David Cypress and Mickey 
Charles on one team, and Moses Osceola 
and Vivian on the other. The amiable ban- 
ter from the players continued as they 
took turns shooting on the green felt. 
Villarreal sank one ball into the pocket, 
then another, in a constant rhythm, play- 
ing fast and lose and scoring the win. 

After the game was over, 
Villarreal sat down to answer a few ques- 
tions from Mickey Charles and pose for a 
group photo session with him, Moses 
Osceola, Max Osceola Jr., David Cypress, 
William Osceola and O.B. Osceola. 

Villarreal moved over to a small 
round table and picked up a black sharpie 
and began autographing large and small 
publicity posters of “The Texas Tornado”. 
This exercise was performed countless 
times for her loyal fans and admirers who 
were lucky enough to witness this great performer 
work the table and the room. 

If you haven’t seen her play yet, she will be 
in WPBA Florida Classic tournament competition on 
Sept 8-12 at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 

Casino. 



Nery Mejicano 


(L-R) William Osceola, Moses Osceola, Max Osceola Jr., David Cypress, Vivian Villarreal, Mickey Charles, 
and O.B. Osceola Jr. at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 
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Special Section: Graduating Class of 2004 


Savannah Huggins 
Earns Diploma 



Adelsa Williams 

(L-R) Mitchell Cypress, Savannah Huggins, and 
William Osceola at Huggins’ graduation. 


By Adelsa Williams 

MIAMI, FL — On Friday May 21, The 
Miccosukee Indian School held its graduation and 
awards ceremony at the Miccosukee reservation. 
Tribal officials, school staff and family members 
filled up the auditorium at the tribal administration 
building. 

Tribal citizen, Savannah Huggins, Bird 
clan, was one of the two high school students to 
graduate this year, besides the rest of the school’s 
elementary and middle school graduates. 

The ceremony began with the procession 
of students, followed by the Miccosukee Pledge, 
welcoming words from Tom Albano, school princi- 
pal, and opening remarks by Tribal Chairman Billy 
Cypress. 

Also in attendance from The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida were Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
and Trail Liaison William Osceola. 

Following the awards ceremony, there was 

See HUGGINS, page 20 

College Degrees for 
Seminole Grads 

By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The Seminole 
Department of Education proudly announces the 
graduation of Jaime L. Yzaguirre. Yzaguirre attend- 
ed the High Tech Institute in Orlando, Fla., where 
she majored in computer networking. She earned 
her associates in science, and her bachelor of sci- 
ence, along with her occupational license. 

Yzaguirre ’s short-term plans include relo- 
cating to Hollywood where she would like to work 
for the Seminole Tribe. Jaime is proof that further- 
ing her education will not only be beneficial to her, 
but to her fellow tribal members. 

May 7 was a proud day for Seminole tribal 
citizen Diane Pequeno, who received her associates 
of science degree in accounting at Edison 
Community College. 

She said that she would like to lead others 
by example, and added that completing school was 
difficult, but in the end it paid off. 

“After completing high school, I married 
and raised a family,” she said. “When my youngest 
turned 18, 1 decided I was too young to sit back 
and let life pass me by.” 

“It was time for me to return to school and 
prepare for a new career,” Pequeno added. “After 
20 years it was not easy, but I already knew that 
anything worth having comes with a price. So I hit 
the books hard, and here I am graduating.” 

Pequeno plans to take a little time off with 
her family before perusing her business career. 



Bob Knoght 

Diane Pequeno received her associate of science 
degree. 



Kindergarden and Middle School Graduations 
at the Community Christian School of LaBelle 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — On Wednesday, May 19, 
the Community Christian School of Labelle held its 
kindergarten graduation and awards night. 

The principal and administrator, Mary N. 
Williams, made the opening remarks and introduced 
the five member Board of Trustees. A silhouette of 
each student had been prepared and was presented to 
each graduate as a 
present for their par- 
ents. 

This year’s 
graduating kinder- 
garten class totaled 33 
students, of which two 
are members of the 
Seminole Tribe com- 
munity: Chelsey 
Nicole Ford and 
Cleofas Trystan 
Yzaguirre. 

The gradua- 
tion ceremony includ- 
ed Bible awards, per- 
fect attendance pins, 
rising star trophies, 

A/B honor roll for the 
year, trophies for 
scholastic achievement 
and diplomas for com- 
pletion of the course. 

Ford received 
trophies for both the 


A/B honor roll and scholastic achievement. Though 
she is in kindergarten, she is reading at a first grade six 
month level. 

Yzaguirre received a trophy for being a 
straight A student, having achieved a 97 percent aver- 
age for the year. A second trophy was awarded for 
scholastic achievement. Yzaguirre is reading at a sec- 
ond grade level in kindergarten. 

Both graduates 
will be entering the first 
grade in August as 
accelerated students. 

Congratulations 
to Josie Davis, who has 
completed another mile- 
stone in her education. 
She has graduated from 
the eighth grade at the 
Community Christian 
School of LaBelle. She 
received a perfect atten- 
dance award for the 
2003-2004 school year. 

Davis also was 
given special recognition 
with the joy award for 
keeping the class inter- 
esting and fun. She not 
only has a bright future 
in her regular school 
courses, but received the 
A Bible honor for excel- 
lence in Bible studies. 



Michelle Ford 


Chelsey Ford (left) and Trystan Yzaquirre (right) give 
each other a congratulatory hug. 



Emma Johns 


The graduates perform their ABC's in Creek. 


Brighton Preschool Graduation 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton Preschool 
Graduating Class of 2004 celebrated a milestone in 
their lives on May 26 at the Brighton Gymnasium. 
Family and friends gathered together to celebrate this 
special occasion and to be entertained by the talented 
young students. 

The evening began with the three and four 
year olds asking the blessing and citing the pledge in 
the Creek language, followed by dancing and singing 
the Hokey Pokey and The Rules of The Class Room 
by the graduating class. 

The language staff then had an opportunity to 
display the progress they have made with the young 
graduates by having each one of them introduce them- 


selves in the Creek language. Following this outstand- 
ing performance were the three year olds performing 
The Days of the Week and Months of the Year for the 
audience. 

Once the performance completed, it was time 
for the graduation march to finalize the cross-over 
from pre-k to kindergarten. Each student met with 
their parents at the beginning of the isle, handed their 
mother a red rose, and together the family made their 
way down the aisle. This part of the ceremony was 
very moving and said a great deal about what is impor- 
tant for a child’s future. A productive future must be a 
group effort and the family must stay involved! 

Once the students received their diploma, 

See BRIGHTON, page 20 


Seminole Hard Rock 
Hosts High School 
and Eighth Grade 
Graduation Ceremony 

By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The Big Cypress 
Ahfachkee School eighth and twelfth graders gradu- 
ated in style this year at their graduation ceremony, 
held at The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on 
Tuesday June 1 . 

After a formal dinner, the traditional pres- 
entation of colors by the Seminole Color Guard 
commenced the graduation ceremony. 

The ten graduates proceeded into the ball- 
room, all wearing their white cap and gown, which 
was adorned with a Seminole colors sash. The audi- 
ence offered a thunderous applause as each name 
was called. 

Melissa Ritter sang the National Anthem, 
while Lauren Bowers recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the American flag, and Brittany Huff 
recited the pledge to the Seminole flag. Reverend 
Johnny Shomo did the invocation. 

Keeno King, master of ceremonies, shared 
a few words with the audience before his presenta- 
tions. 

“We’re thankful that our kids are moving 
on to higher grades,” he said, “It is our hope and 

See AHFACHKEE, page 20 



Nery Mejicano 

Dayra Koenes (right) waits patiently for her 
diploma. 


2004 Big Cypress 
Preschool Graduation 

By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — On Tuesday May 25, 
the Big Cypress preschool department celebrated 
the graduation of six students. The graduation cere- 
monies took place at the Big Cypress youth center, 
where students, parents, teachers and other guests 
were treated to a well rehearsed show of talent by 
all the preschool students. 

The ceremonies started by a prayer given 
by Reverend Charles Hummingbird. The master of 
ceremonies was Tommy Doud, Disability Services 
Coordinator for the Hollywood preschool depart- 
ment, who did an extraordinary job. The children 
led the audience in reciting the pledge of allegiance 
to the flag in Miccosukee. 

Following was a class presentation, where 
the young graduates sang several songs in 

See BIG CYPRESS, page 20 


Video Hi ghligh ts 
Preschool Graduation 

By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — A touching video 
showcased the 2004 Hollywood preschool gradua- 
tion, held on May 28, at the main tribal auditorium 
in Hollywood. The 1 6 students recited the Seminole 
and U.S. Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a per- 
formance of “As We Go On,” the theme of this 
year’s graduation. 

The stage was vividly decorated with large 
flowers. Rosemary Peterson, who teaches the four- 
year-olds, created the flowers out of colored crepe 
paper. Without question, the cutest flowers on stage 
were Kyler Bell, Howie Drake, Mason Micco, 


See HOLLYWOOD, page 19 



Michael Kelly 

Ashely Osceola wants to be Miss Seminole when 
she grows up. 
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Immokalee Child Care Center 


By Judy Weeks and Shiela Aguilar 

IMMOKALEE — The 2004 graduating 
class at Immokalee Child Care Center (ICCC) includ- 
ed Edward Aguilar, son of Edward and Cindy 
Aguilar, Troy Cantu, son of Sheila Aguilar and Roy 
Cantu, and Adricia and Leatrice Cummings, the 
daughters of Leatrice “Beth” Cypress. 

Valarie Bostic, executive director, welcomed 
those in attendance and James Jordan, a Board 
Member, offered the invocation. Dr. Ruth E. Clark, 
Ed.d., as the special guest speaker, preceded the 
march of the graduates. Following the Pledge of 
Allegiance, the graduating class said the school 
prayer. 


The highlight of the evening was the musical 
performance by the graduates. They sang “The ABC 
Rock” among other selections and concluded with a 
rousing rendition of “I Believe I Can Fly” complete 
with the flapping of wings. 

Mrs. Bostic presented Special Parent 
Recognition Awards and dedicated the ceremony to 
David and Marion Turner, long time ICCC board 
members and sponsors. 

Each of the graduates, dressed in red and 
white caps and gowns received their diploma to 
applause. The ceremony concluded with refreshments 
that included pizza and cake. 


Immokalee Seminole Preschool Graduation 



Judy Weeks 

Immokalee Seminole Preschool graduates (L-R) Zephaniah Roberts 
Amber Alvarado and Makayla Gonzalez accompanied by Elisah 
Billie and Cartaya Billie. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The 
Immokalee Seminole Preschool 
held its graduation ceremony on 
Thursday evening, May 27, at the 
Immokalee Community Center. 

The Preschool Center 
Manager, Michelle Ford, wel- 
comed everyone and expressed 
how much she had enjoyed the 
school year. Alma Johns offered 
the invocation. Thommy Doud of 
Hollywood spoke to the audience 
and graduates, expressing his pride 
in them. Preschool Director Leona 
Tommie Williams regretted at 
being unable to attend. 

This year’s graduates 
consisted of Amber Alvarado, 
Zephaniah Eugene Jasper Roberts 
and Makayla Danielle Gonzalez. 
They marched down the red car- 
peted isle in their red, black, yel- 
low and white gowns to the music 
of “Pomp and Circumstance.” 

They were accompanied by pre- 
school students Cartaya Raquel 
Billie and Elisah Dakota Lazzie 
Billie. 

Following the Pledge of 
Allegiance, the students said the 
Manteele to the Seminole flag. 
Then they offered a greeting in the 
Miccosukee language to their par- 
ents, recognized Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Immokalee 
Council Representative Elaine 
Aguilar and their school. 

Individually, they 
addressed the gathering in 
Miccosukee, saying hello, their 
name, clan, mother, father and 
teacher. 

Appreciation Awards 


were presented to the teaching 
staff, librarian, culture instructor 
and cook manager. Without their 
hard work none of this would have 
been possible. 

Presentation of graduates: 

Makayla Danielle 
Gonzalez enjoyed painting and 
beadwork. Her favorite color is 
purple and she would like some- 
day to become a nurse. 

Amber Alvarado likes 
yellow, coloring, painting and 
playing outside. Her future plans 
include being a veterinarian. 

Zephaniah Eugene Jasper 
Roberts enjoys soccer, legos and 
the color green. He plans to own a 


motorcycle and become a culture 
teacher. 

Each graduate received a 
diploma and gifts for their trip to 
Kindergarten next year: Back 
Pack, Pencils, Crayons and 
Writing Paper. 

Andy Buster offered the 
evening dinner prayer to conclude 
the ceremony. The celebration din- 
ner was catered by Lazano’s and 
included a wide variety of extraor- 
dinary Mexican cuisine. This was 
followed with a beautiful straw- 
berry and banana filled graduation 
cake. 


Howard Madrigal Stays on Track 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON— Howard Madrigal, AKA 
Boo, from the Brighton Reservation, is part of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Higher Education 
Scholarship program. Howard attends Indian River 
Community College in Ft. Pierce and is currently 
working on a degree in business administration. He 
has a GPA that is above a 3.0 and a Dean’s list status. 

This is a great accomplishment since he has 


to find time to study when he is not busy being a 
father to his son Silas. 

Madrigal’s family wishes to let them know 
how proud they are of him. The Education 
Department also would like to commend Boo on his 
perseverance and let him know that we are here to 
support him every step of the way. 

Keep up the good work; you are a great 
example to your community! 


Sanders 

Continued from page 1 

been her dream. 

“I enjoy caring for patients,” she said. 

The University of Miami is ranked among 
the top academic institutions in the Southeast United 
States and is well known for medicine. It was defi- 
nitely a culminating experience for Tigertail- Sanders. 
She is another advocate of the Higher 


Education Program for the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

After graduating, her next step is to take the 
NCLEX, which is the licensure exam issued by the 
state to then commence practicing her studied skills. 
She plans to gain enough experience in her field 
before returning to work for the tribe. 

Four years of hard work and determination 
finally pays off for this sturdy individual. 

Congratulations Marina Renee Tigertail- 
Sanders on your lifetime milestone achievement. 


Pforida Indian youth (Program 
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Students Get the Message: Education Comes First 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Students at the First Indian 
Baptist Academy invited Board Representatives 
David DeHass of Hollywood, Paul Bowers of Big 
Cypress and Johnny Jones 
of Brighton to chapel on 
Monday May 17, to speak 
to them about the role of 
the Seminole Tribe’s Board 
of Directors. 

The students got a 
strong message to get an 
education. After talking to 
the students about the many 
business ventures of the 
board, including cattle, the 
rock pit, citrus, sugar cane, 
the new gas station at 
Brighton, and other lutured 
endeavors, the representa- 
tives wanted the students to 
understand that some day 
they will be the leaders. 

“In a few years it 
is going to be up to you 
guys,” said Representative 
DeHass. “We will need your 
leadership.” 

The tribal repre- 
sentatives pledged to give 
support to the youth so they 
can obtain the goals they have set for themselves. 

“We’re waiting on you,’ ” said DeHass. 

“You need to keep your grades up, finish up school, 
stay the straight line and don’t make foolish deci- 
sions.” 

It was stressed that the Seminoles have a lot 
of benefits from the government to help create a 
strong economy for the tribal members and that it 
will be up to the youth to make sure the future years 
are good. It was stressed that with the financial 
advantages the children have now-more than anytime 
in the Seminole history-that any one of the kids 
could grow up to be a doctor, a lawyer, a famous 
star-if they get their education. 


Representative Jones explained how 
Brighton life is different from the city life at 
Hollywood. He encouraged the children to fill up 
their four-wheelers with gas at the new gas station at 


the Trading Post so they can invest in the tribe at the 
same time. 

Representative Bowers pointed out the dif- 
ference between the Tribal Council and the Tribal 
Board, but emphasized that both work together for 
the good of all. He said that leaders of the council 
and board are very committed to educating the young 
people. 

Pastor Wonder Johns thanked the tribal rep- 
resentatives for their visit to the academy. 

“It is really encouraging to see tribal offi- 
cials come and share with us,” Johns said. 



Susan Etxebarria 


Board Representives David D. DeHass, Paul Bowers and Johnny Jones visit 
Brighton students. 


Education is the Key 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Hard work, a pleasant 
personality, integrity and scholastic achievement are 
paying off for three high school students in the 
Immokalee Community. 

Jonathan Rodriguez, son of Rhonda 
Holdiness, completed his freshman year at 
Immokalee High School. Jonathan held an upper per- 
centile grade average which allowed him to partici- 
pate in sports. Baseball is his game and he has 
excelled. He earned his varsity letter this past season 
and will represent the Immokalee High School on the 
field next year. 

Christian Benson, daughter of Dorothy 
Yzaguirre Benson, has maintained a high scholastic 
average throughout her school years. She enjoys a 
place on the honor roll and is a high achiever in sev- 
eral fields. One of her teachers nominated her for the 
people to people student ambassador program. She 
has been selected for the European Discovery I.J. 
Christian will be leaving around June 1 0 for 2 1 days 
in Europe. We look forward to a detailed interview 
with Christian when she returns. 

Lazara Marrero, daughter of Frankie and 


Cris Marrero, has 
been nominated by 
the teaching staff at 
Immokalee High 
School to attend the 
2004 congressional 
student leadership 
conference. The 
Board of Directors 
has selected her in 
recognition of aca- 
demic excellence, 
extracurricular 
involvement and 
leadership potential. 

The conference is 
being held this sum- 
mer in Los Angeles, 

Calif. Lazara will be sharing her experiences with us 
at a future date. 

The Seminole Department of Education and 
Immokalee Council Representative Elaine Aguilar 
are sponsoring both girls in order for them to partici- 
pate in these very rewarding ventures. 



Judy Weeks 


Jonathon Rodriquez 
receives his varsity letter. 
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Representative EUnne AguUar Addresses Graduates 


Middle School Here We Come 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — As the 2003-2004 school year 
draws to an end, it is time to recognize our students who have 
reached another milestone in the education process. 

Immokalee Liaison Elaine Aguilar would like to take 
this opportunity to address the community members who are 
moving up the ladder of education. 

“Unfortunately, it is not possible to recognize each per- 
son individually who has been involved in some form of educa- 
tion this past year. I am equally proud of each and every one of 
you. We often use the slogan ‘The Youth of Today Are the 
Leaders of Tomorrow’. How true this is! 

“Their education is the key to the door of tomorrow and 
that includes not just youth, but all tribal members. Whether you 
are in school, attending clinics, conferences, reading or talking to 
others, you are learning. With open minds, we learn something 
new every day of our lives. At this time, I present to you some of 
the students who have graduated, moved up to new school lev- 
els, or received awards for their efforts. 


“Norita Yzaguirre, Immokalee’s Coordinator of Higher 
Education, is closely monitoring our learning efforts. She keeps 
a watch over your children’s education, knows what schools they 
attend, their scholastic achievements, needs for assistance, tutors, 
scholarships and awards programs. She has been extremely help- 
ful in gathering the information on our graduates and interview- 
ing them. Mrs. Yzaguirre offers us the following words of wis- 
dom.” 

“As your education advisor, I would like to share with 
you something I often tell my own child. When things aren’t 
going right or become difficult I am frequently told ‘I Can’t’. 

My reply to this is 4 You are an American. The last four letters of 
American are I CAN not I CAN’T.’ If we keep this in mind and 
try our best, we will go a long way toward achieving our goals. 
You may not always succeed; sometimes it’s necessary to change 
our course to find a better direction or solution!” 

“It is never too late to complete your education or fur- 
ther it. If you need assistance, you can make an appointment to 
see me in my office at the library at (239) 657-3400,” she said. 



Hollywood 

Continued from page 17 

Audriahna Sirota, Corbin Billie, and 
Richard Primeaux, who adorned flower 
costumes. While standing in place, the 
other children ran in a figure eight around 
them, in precise fashion. 

Standing on the brightly lit stage, 
each child came out dressed in what they 
want to be when they grow up. There 
were doctors (Cecil Johns), policemen 
(Kalani Bankston), astronauts (Samual 
Sanchez), teachers (Brent Frank), a 
Seminole princess (Ashley Osceola), and 
a future chairman of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida (Kyreil Josh). 

The three-year-old class took the 
stage and sang “Chehan-Taa-Mo,” and 
“The Traveling Song” in their native 
Miccosukee language. Herbert Jim, 



Michael Kelly 


Dentist Amya Baxley (left), and 
Policeman Kalani Bankston (right). 


Seminole preschool language instructor, 
helped the children with their singing. 

During the graduating event, a 
video presentation showcased the 
preschoolers from when they were just 
toddlers to the present. You could here 
parents and teachers commenting on how 
fast the children had grown, and that it 
seemed like only yesterday that they were 
being pushed in strollers. 

President Moses Osceola and 
Hollywood Council Representative Max 
Osceola Jr. were on stage to shake hands 
with the young graduates and present their 
diplomas. After each child received their 
diploma, they whispered, or on a few 
occasions, yelled Sho-Na-Bish-Sha. The 
audience responded with a loud applause. 

Carol Crenshaw, center manager 
for the Hollywood preschool department, 
said that stressing the children’s’ native 


language at the graduation is extremely 
important. 

“It’s important that the children 
learn their native language at an early 
age,” said Crenshaw. 

After the ceremony, family mem- 
bers, parents, children and preschool staff 
employees enjoyed lunch at the auditori- 
um lobby. 

Here is a list of the graduating 
class of 2004: Kalani Walter Bankston, 
Amya Elle Baxley, Kyler Robert Dakota 
Bell, Corbin Rolan Billie, Mariah Bowers, 
Brent Kyle Frank, Kyreil Kaa Josh, Arek 
Dalton Jumper, Kiauna Cedijah Martin, 
Kiar Ivy Mowatt, Ashely Taylor, Richard 
Joseph Primeaux, Daniel Rodriguez Jr., 
Michael Randolph Rosato, Audriahna 
Dorothy Sirota, Raylene Chanel Stewart. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — All of the 
elementary schools in the Immokalee area 
held their commencement ceremonies 
during the last week of May. Our tribal 
community had seven fifth grade students 
who will climb up the educational ladder 
into Middle School in the fall. 


Each of the three schools 
involved prepared a delightful program 
which included opening remarks by the 
principal, a member of the school board 
and assistant principal. 

The students in the graduating 
classes then entertained the audiences 
with school songs and selected tunes with 
educational overtones, such as “Lean on 
Me,” “Rap of the U.S.A.” and “Proud to 
Be an American.” The students did a fan- 
tastic job. 

Awards were then presented for 
most improved student, AR spirit award, 
outstanding character and individual 
classroom recognition. Related arts 
awards included physical education, safe- 
ty patrol, art, music, media and computer. 
The Scholars’ club, perfect attendance, 
principal’s award and presidential award 
concluded the program. 

Sabal Palm Elementary School 
Corey Garcia is the son of Isabel 
Garza and has completed his elementary 
school curriculum. He will attend 
Corkscrew Middle in the fall and has not 
yet decided on a career. 

Corkscrew Elementary School 
Cody Motlow attended 
Corkscrew Elementary this school year 
where he participated in the science fair 
and won an award for being an outstand- 
ing classroom helper. In addition, Cody 
took part in the Seminole 4-H Swine 
Program and raised the reserve grand 
champion. He will be attending 
Corkscrew Middle School in the fall. 


Village Oaks Elementary School 

Star Sanchez, daughter of Tony 
and Belinda Sanchez, was in the fourth 
grade this year where she showed out- 
standing achievement. She received an 
excellence award in scholastics. We’ll be 
seeing her in the fifth grade next year. 

Kendra Frank will 
continue the journey by 
entering Immokalee 
Middle School. She was 
honored with a Writing 
Excellence Award for the 
5th Grade. 

Justin Garza and 
Mauro Perez completed 
the fifth grade curriculum 
and successfully passed 
their SAT exams. They 
will both attend 
Immokalee Middle School 
in the fall. Justin is unde- 
cided about his future, but 
Mauro is an aspiring skate- 
board champion. 

Michael Shaefer 
received an excellence in 
reading award and was rec- 
ognized for his participa- 
tion in the media center 
sunshine reading program. 
Mallory Sanchez 
was honored for her academic achieve- 
ments with the principal’s grades honors 
award. In addition, she was awarded 



Photo provided by Norita Yzaguirre 


Cody Motlow will be heading for 
Corkscrew Middle School next year. 


fastest keyboard in the school for her 
excellent success in the computer lab. 
Mallory is looking at a possible career in 
nursing. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Justin Garza, Mauro Perez, Michael Shaefer, 
Mallory Sanchez, and Kendra Frank graduated from 
Village Oaks Elementary School. 



Darlene Quinn 


You know me... 

.♦.as your friend and salesperson at other auto dealerships. 
Well now Em the Chevrolet Sales Manager at Ed Morse 
Sawgrass Auto Mall which means I can lower your price 
more ilia n ever before! LeL me save you money on five 
brands of new vehicles and over 150 quality used vehicles. 

HURRY FOR BIG FACTORY REBATES & THE EXCLUSIVE 
"DARLENE QUINN $1000 TRIBAL DISCOUNT!" 


$ 

SAVE 
UP TO 


8500 0 


% FINANCING 
\ /0 FOR UP TO 
apr 60 MONTHS 





V PONTIAC 



BUICK GMC 






AUTO MALL 


CHEVROLET * CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 




14401 W. Sunrise Blvd v Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. jusl east of Sawgrass Expvry. 

OFFICE 954-835-6900 
cell 954-609-6922 

SALES X0URS: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm. 

Sol 9am-6pm. Sun 1 2-fipm 

SERVICE HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 7om-7pm f Sol 7am-6pm 


Ch siJixl nnlih Bill ii| |r: av.z cndil 








The Seminole Tribune 


20 


June 11, 2004 




Brighton 

Continued from page 17 


Director of Education Louise Gopher, con- 
gratulated the graduates and said, “I hope 13 
years from now we will see all 1 6 of these 
students walking across the stage again 
receiving their high school diploma.” 

Gopher added, “parent involvement 
never ends,” reiterating the fact that children 
need a very strong support system from 
beginning to end. 

Brighton Council Representative 
Roger Smith, also congratulated the seniors 
and expressed his feelings on how important 
education is. The evening was a big success 
and brought a great deal of happiness to 
many little hearts. 

This year’s Parent Teacher 

Advisory (PTA) officers are President Jason 
Thomas, Vice President James Tommie, Secretary 
Cecilia Thomas, and Treasurer Amanda Smith. 
Without the help of these people, the preschool staff 


Director Louise Gopher congratulates a graduate. 


and involved parents, graduation ceremonies like this 
would not be possible. 

The Brighton Preschool class of 2004 is: 

Jermaine Bennett Jr. Jermaine is the four- 
year-old son of Lacey Garner. Jermaine’s favorite 
color is blue and his favorite foods are his Grandpa’s 
ribs and yellow rice. When Jermaine grows up he 
wants to be a baseball player. 

Bethany Billie. Bethany is the four-year-old 
daughter of Jack and Beverly Billie. Bethany’s 
favorite color is red and she loves to eat grapes. 
When Bethany grows up she wants to be a doctor. 

Elijah Billie. Elijah is the four-year-old son 
of Jack and Beverly Billie. Elijah’s favorite color is 
green and his favorite food is cereal. When Elijah 
grows up he wants to be a race car driver. 

Cyrus Smedley. Cyrus is the five-year-old 
son of Melissa Kendrick and Sammy Smedley. 

Cyrus’ favorite color is red and his favorite food is 
cereal. When Cyrus grows up he wants to be a 
hunter. 


Trevor Thomas and Rylee Smith are heading to big school. 


Crysten Smith. Crysten is the five-year-old 
daughter of Jamie and Crystal Smith. Crysten’s 
favorite color is blue and her favorite food is green 
beans. When Crysten grows up she wants to be a car 
driver. 

Ruby Buster. Ruby is the five-year-old 
daughter of Jessica Billie and Roderick Buster. 
Ruby’s favorite color is red and her favorite food is 
chicken. When Ruby grows up she wants to be rich. 

Cheyenne Fish. Cheyenne is the five-year- 
old daughter of Mike Fish and Michelle Grindler. 
Cheyenne’s favorite color is green and she likes to 
eat hot dogs. When Cheyenne grows up she wants to 
be a teacher, just like her mom. 

Marquis Fudge. Marquis is the five-year-old 
son of Rob and Margaria Fudge. Marquis’s favorite 
color is green and his favorite food is ravioli. When 
marquis grows up he wants to be a doctor. 

Erik Garcia. Erik is the five-year-old son of 
Rita Gopher and Wesley Garcia. Erik’s favorite color 
is green and he likes carrots. When Erik grows up he 
wants to be a space man. 

Logan Ortiz. Logan is the five-year-old son 
of Jose and Stella Ortiz. Logan’s favorite color is yel- 
low and his favorite food is pizza. When Logan 
grows up he wants to be a doctor or truck driver. 

Isaac Osceola. Isaac is the four-year-old son 
of Tony and Vanessa Osceola. Isaac’s favorite color 
is green and his favorite food is chicken nuggets. 
When Isaac grows up he wants to be a four-wheel 
driver. 

Eric Puente. Eric is the five-year-old son of 
Eric and Avalon Puente. Eric’s favorite color is 
green and his favorite food to eat is shrimp. When 
Eric grows up he wants to be a dirt bike rider. 

Diamond Shore. Diamond is the five-year- 
old daughter of Elton Shore and Farrah Jones. 
Diamond’s favorite color is red and she likes to eat 
chicken and macaroni. When Diamond grows up she 
wants to work on computers. 

Jenessa Smith. Jenessa is the five-year-old 
daughter of Jerry and Jennifer Smith. Jenessa’s 
favorite color is pink and her favorite food is apples. 
When Jenessa grows up she wants to go to college. 

Rylee Smith. Rylee is the five-year-old son 
of Dionne Smedley and Mark Smith. Rylee ’s favorite 
color is red and his favorite food is french fries. 

When Rylee grows up he wants to work with his dad 
Sammy. 

Trevor Thomas. Trevor is the five-year-old 
son of Gene and Michelle Thomas. Trevor’s favorite 
color is green and he likes to eat bologna. When 
Trevor grows up he wants to be a hunter. 



Miccosukee under the artis- 
tic direction of Ms. Judy 
and demonstrated their 
knowledge of their lan- 
guage by identifying differ- 
ent fruits by their Indian 
name. The one year old 
class followed and sang the 
Bumble Bee song under the 
direction of Ms. Roslyn, 

Ms. Vickie and Ms. Cathy. 

Not to be upstaged 
by the little ones, the two- 
year-old class demonstrated 
their knowledge of the 
Miccosukee language by 
naming objects and animals 
under the direction of their 
culture teacher, Mr. Phillip 
Jumper. 

Then came the big 
event. The graduates 
marched in to receive their 
diplomas from Doud. 

Graduating were the follow- 
ing students: Abiaka 

Bowers, Annie Cypress Joe, 

Myron Cypress, Dayra Koenes, Trinity Williams and 
Ethan Balentine. A great PowerPoint presentation 
was shown to all present, with a pictorial history of 


All graduating preschoolers received gift bags. 


Nery Mejicano 


the 2003-2004 preschool year. 

The graduation ceremony was capped by a 
great lunch. Congratulation to the graduates. 


Big Cypress 

Continued from page 17 
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Huggins 

Continued from page 1 


a tribute to the twelfth grade graduates, which 
consisted of a slide show of pictures of the 
graduates from birth to present, where the 
songs “A moment like this,” by Kelly Clarkson 
and “I believe I can fly,” by R. Kelly played in 
the background. 

It was an emotional event. Sounds of 
tears and cheers could be heard in the audience 
as Huggins gave her speech. She expressed the 
joy she felt by completing this long awaited 
goal. 

During her speech, she mentioned 
how she gained her focus back from when she 
had dropped out of school four years ago to 
start a family. 

Through the support of her husband, 
family members, friends and school staff, 

Huggins has been able to not only raise and keep her 
family together but also earn her high school diplo- 
ma. 

Addressing her beloved ones, “Thank you 


Adelsa Williams 

Miccosukee Tribal Chairman Billy Cypress and graduate 
Savannah Huggins. 


for the unconditional love you have given me,” said 
Huggins. 

“Education comes from within; you get it by 
struggle and effort and thought.” — Napoleon Hill 


Bowers 

Continued from page 1 

family has taught me that everything is possible 
through the hands of God, and my friends have taught 
me to be trusting and honest.” 

She is the only graduating senior this year. 
But, the academy, now ending its fourth year, is 
growing steadily as parents begin to realize the 
tremendous advantages of a private school on the 
reservation, emphasizing smaller class sizes and indi- 
vidual attention, respect for and emphasis of 
Seminole traditions and culture, inspiring children to 
set goals, especially reaching for educational achieve- 
ments. Trina is one of the early pioneers. 

Next year the graduating class will be much 
larger. During this 2003-2004 school year, enrollment 


tripled, and the school had 40 students. 

Awards were also given to students in all 
grades for academic excellence, attendance, the 
Bringing Up Grades, or BUG award, and the Kiwanis 
Kindness award. 

The students given certificates for all A’s -or 
all A’s and B’s were, as follows: Baxley Ashton, Lois 
Billie, Paul Billie, Marilee Johns, Matthew De Hass, 
Taylor Johns, Marilee Johns, Kalgary Johns, Nicholas 
Nix, Robert Parker, Kaley Riley, Jennifer Tommie, 
and Marshall Tommie. 

The ceremony had special meaning for 
Pastor Wonder Johns. All the students participated in 
the ceremony by performing before the audience 
either singing songs or performing skits. 

“It is such a pleasure to see all the kids get 
up and speak,” Johns said. “Go to public schools and 
see how many Indian kids get up and speak. I get a 
joy out of this.” 




Ahfachkee 

Continued from page 17 


prayer that one day these kids 
will become something in the 
tribe.” 

King then introduced 
Lee Zepeda, Ahfachkee School 
Principal, who said a few wel- 
coming words and then intro- 
duced keynote speaker Mike 
Tiger, Tribal Treasurer. 

Tiger started off by 
acknowledging families of the 
graduates and asking them to 
stand up for recognition. During 
his speech, Tiger stressed the 
importance to the young 
Seminole adults to step up and 
prepare to take over. 

“Life is a bunch of 
decisions,” said Tiger. “You 
made a decision to be here to 
graduate tonight, and for that, we 
are thankful and proud.” 

Mitchell Cypress, 

Chairman of The Seminole Tribe of Florida, offered 
welcoming words and thanked everyone for their sup- 
port. He also addressed the graduating class. 

“We’re looking for good leaders,” Cypress 
said. “You are the one.” 

Vice Chairman and President of The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Moses Osceola, encour- 


Adelsa Williams 


Marlissa Tiger receiving her certificate from Lee Zepeda, 


Graduates line up with anticipation before the ceremony begins. 


so you can come and work for us,” Osceola said. 

King then introduced last year’s commence- 
ment speaker, Max Osceola Jr., Hollywood Council 
Representative. Osceola spoke briefly of the way 
things were at the tribe back in the 1950s, when the 
first Tribal Council went head-to-head with the U.S. 
government demanding time to educate their youth. 
Osceola mentioned that as a result of their early 

struggles, the Ahfachkee School diploma is 
of great value and should be treasured by 
every graduate. 

“We’re the only school in Hendry 
County that is accredited by the Southern 
Association,” said Osceola, “We invest in 
people, and this is a family investment.” 

Elaine Aguilar, Immokalee Council 
Liaison, also addressed the crowd, speaking 
in both Miccosukee and English. 

“Continue on with your educa- 
tion,” said Aguilar. 

Last but not least, Louise Gopher, 
Director of Education, congratulated the 
students and the parents. 

“Parent involvement is a lifelong 
thing,” said Gopher. 

In closing, King acknowledged the 
Ahfachkee School staff by asking them to 
rise, and thanked them for their hard work 
and effort in educating the students. 

The conferring of diplomas fol- 
lowed as Ms. Hager, seventh and eighth 
grade teacher, handed them to each joyous 
graduate. 


aged parents to pray for their children as they enter 
high school. He also shared a few words of encour- 
agement as he humored the students. 

“Study hard and get out as soon as you can, 


Congratulations to all of the 2004 
graduates: Bonnie Billie, Nathan Billie, Tiffany Billie, 
Alexander Cypress, Dawna Cypress, Robert Cypress, 
Jr., Benjamin Hernandez, Marlissa Tiger, Trisha 
Bowers and Naonna Victoria Hernandez. 


Ahfachkee Kindergarten Graduation 

By Adelsa Williams 

BIG CYPRESS — On Friday May 28, 
the Ahfachkee School held a kindergarten gradua- 
tion ceremony for the kindergarten class of 2004. 

The ceremony was held at the school’s cafeteria in 
Big Cypress. 

The 1 1 graduates wore their caps and 
gowns, eager to receive their certificate. After the 
procession, the pledge of allegiance and the pledge 
to the Seminole Flag followed. 

The students delighted the audience with 
two songs, “Today’ a Special Day” and “Super 
Star.” 

Welcoming remarks by Principal Lee 
Zepeda followed. To conclude the ceremony there 
were the presentation of awards and diplomas. 

Tribal citizen Callie Joe, Panther clan, 
received the student of the year award. She is the 
daughter of Vera Herrera and Christopher Joe. Her 
father sent her a beautiful bouquet of flowers 
adorned with balloons. 

“The students have potential,” kinder- 
garten teacher Bernadette Schyvinch, said. “Every 
day I learn from them.” 

After the ceremony, parents and students 
posed for portraits done at the site by Photos by 
Renee, from Clewiston, Fla. A light lunch was also 
provided for all who attended. 

Congratulations to the Ahfachkee kinder- 
garten class of 2004: Christopher Alexander, 

Arnold Billie, Tyrus Billie, Sierra Bowers, Chancy 
Curry, Michaela Cypress, Blige Cypress, Kanavis 
Cypress-Williams, Ethan Hummingbird, Callie Joe 
and Dalton Koenes. 



Tyrus Billie and Principle Lee Zepeda. 
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Travis Trueblood Sworn Into 
U.S. Supreme Court Bar 



Emma Brown 


Travis Trueblood standing on the steps 
of the U.S. Supreme Court in 
Washington, DC. 


By Emma Brown 

WASHINGTON, DC — On 
June 1 , Travis Trueblood stood in the 
main courtroom at the U.S. Supreme 
Courthouse in front of all nine Supreme 
Court justices and was sworn into the 
U.S. Supreme Court Bar. 

Trueblood is an enrolled member 
of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and 
currently resides in Hollywood, Fla. He 
attended law school at Florida State 
University where he received his Juris 
Doctor and received his master’s of law 
from the University of Miami. Trueblood 
has been serving as the general counsel to 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. since 
2000. 

Before an attorney is able to 
practice in the Supreme Court, he or she 
must be admitted, which requires at least 
three years of good standing with the 
highest court in their state and sponsor- 
ship by two members of the U.S. Supreme 
Court Bar. The Seminole Tribe is very 
fortunate to have such a young and 
accomplished individual on their team. 

Congratulation Travis on your 
recent accomplishment, and we wish you 
much success in the future. 



Nery Mejicano 


Actor Mickey Rourke (left) enjoys the boxing match with Big Cypress Council 
Representative David Cypress. 

Hard Knocks at the Hard Rock 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — After several 
shows at the Coconut Creek casino and 
Tampa, Hollywood-based Warrior’s 
Boxing Promotions and The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida promoted the first pro 
boxing card at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino in Hollywood, on 
Tuesday June 8. 

This exciting and much anticipat- 
ed event marked the first ESPN2 Tuesday 
Night Fights broadcast of the year. 

Celebrities in attendance were, 
Miami Dolphins’ Jason Taylor and Zach 
Thomas, NASCAR’s Jeff Gordon, actor 
Mickey Rourke and former heavyweight 


champion Donovan "Razor” Ruddick. 

The main event featured 
Warrior’s Dale Brown from Calgary, 
Canada 31-3-1 (19 KOs) weighing in at 
1 96 pounds against Robert Daniels from 
Miami, Fla. 45-7-1 (37 KOs) weighed in 
at 200 pounds. 

A highly competitive 12 round 
match throughout, Daniels manages to cut 
Brown in the left eye during the eighth 
round, but still lost a unanimous decision. 
With this win, Dale Brown won the 
vacant NABF and NABA cruiserweight 
title. 

Another exciting match was the 

❖ See BOXING, page 10 



Felix DoBosz 


(L-R) Don Osceola, Joel Frank Sr., Wanda Bowers, Joey Richardson, and Casey 
McCall displaying their gold medals. 


Seminole Archers Compete in 
Florida Sunshine State Games 


By Felix DoBosz 

TALLAHASSEE, FL — This 
year, the twenty-fifth Florida Sunshine 
State Games were held in Tallahassee and 
local surrounding areas. The archery 
events were staged on June 19-20 at 
Eleanor Klapp-Phipps Park, just a few 
miles north of Florida’s capital. In this 
large wooded meadow, Seminole Archery 
Coach John Waterhouse directed his five- 
member team to winning gold medals in 


the 3-D form competition. 

The five archers representing the 
Seminole Tribe in this year’s Sunshine 
State Games were Wanda Bowers and her 
15-year-old son, Casey McCall, Joel 
Frank, Joey Richardson, and Don 
Osceola. 

In between shooting rounds, 
Wanda Bowers said, “We [her and her 
son] started shooting just last August and 

❖ See ARCHERY, page 12 



Herbert Jim 


Whitewater rafting was just one of the many exciting highlights the group encountered. 

Seminoles Participate in 
Ultimate Warrior Challenge 

The first project of the Boys & Girls Club of The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida begins with a big splash 

By Robert C. North Sr. and Amber Giehtbrock Austin Billie and Herbert Jim from the language 

SNAKE RIVER, IDAHO — On June 13, a project department, Coordinator Robert C. North Sr., Thommy Doud 
under the auspices of the newly established Boys & Girls Club from the preschool program, Angie Margotta from the 
of The Seminole Tribe of Florida took a maiden voyage. The Seminole Police Department, and Amber Giehtbrock from 
Ultimate Warrior Challenge in Snake River, Idaho was created family services went to supervise and experience with six 
as a prevention project to encourage Seminole youth to expand 

their knowledge. ❖ See RAFTING, page 17 


Seminole Tribe Hosts 2004 Semi- 
Annual USET Meeting 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — Native 
Americans representing tribes from the 
southern and eastern states gathered at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino for 
their 2004 Semi-Annual United Southern 
and Eastern Tribes (USET) meeting. From 
June 14-17, USET discussed issues that 
affect their tribes. 

USET is headed by the board of 
directors, which is comprised of tribal 
leaders and sometimes tribal attorneys. 
There are ten committees, such as the 
social services committee and the culture 
and heritage committee, which, along 
with the board, constitute USET. 

The meeting began with Jimmy 
O’Toole giving the invocation. Junior 
Miss Seminole Brittany Smith and 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress welcomed 
everyone at the conference. 

After the opening activities the 
committees broke off to begin their meet- 
ings. This article covers the meeting of 

❖ See USET, page 16 



Photo courtesy of Wanda Bowers 


The Seminole Tribe’s USET volunteer committee. (L-R) Wanda Bowers, Leona 
Williams, Leoma Poore, Vanessa Frank, Peggy Reynolds, April Jim, Jo North and 
Johnnie Van De Sande. 


Seminoles Break Ground on Boys & Girls Club 



Iretta Tiger 


(L-R) David DeHass, Robbie Callaway, Jim Shore, “Chick” Big Crow, Mitchell 
Cypress, Moses Osceola, and Joel Frank Sr. at the ground breaking ceremony. 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On Monday 
June 14, The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
joined the ranks with more than 3,000 
Boys & Girls Club’s of America across 
the U.S. On this day, the tribe broke 
ground on what would soon be the 175th 
Boys & Girls Club in Indian Country. 

According to event MC Jo 
North, the Boys & Girls Club of The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida will replace the 
Hollywood Gym. She said the gym will 
likely be torn down in the next few 
months, and she hopes to have the Boys 
& Girls Club completed in 2005. 

“It's not one of those projects 
where you see the coming soon sign and 
nothing happens,” said North, Chief 
Professional Officer for the Boys & Girls 
Club of The Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

In addition to the speakers from 
the tribe-Miss Seminole Cherelee Hall, 
Max Osceola Jr., David DeHass, and 
Mitchell Cypress-guest speakers Robbie 
Callaway, senior vice president of the 
Boys & Girls Club of America, and 
Leatrice “Chick” Big Crow from the 
SuAnne Big Crow Boys & Girls Club on 
the Sioux Indian reservation in Pine 
Ridge, S.D., also attended the ground- 
breaking. 

Both guest speakers said they 
were happy to see another Native 


American tribe open a Boys & Girls Club. 
Big Crow said she was “really glad to see 
another tribe on board,” and Callaway 
commended The Seminole Tribe’s com- 
mitment to the youth. 


“These people, like all I’ve met 
in Indian Country, care about their chil- 
dren,” Callaway said. 

❖ See CLUB, page 3 
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Grand Opening of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Commemoritve Issue of The Seminole Tribune 

History. . . 

Culture . . . 
Enterprises . . . 

Learn about the rich history of The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. In this color- 
ful 64 page booklet, there is something 
for everyone, from students to history 
buffs and even academic researchers. 
Don’t miss this great opportunity to 
take home the only comprehensive 
guide to The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s rich history and culture, as 
well as the tribe’s enterprises. 

Please send check or money order in the amount of $8 to The Seminole Tribune, 
Commemorative Booklet, 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FT 33024. Or order 
online at www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace. For more information please call 
(800) 683-7800, Ext. 1266. 



Attention Tribal Citizens 

All tribal citizens of The Seminole Tribe of Florida 

who live out of state are eligible to receive a 
free subscription of The Seminole Tribune. 

Please fill out the information below and mail to: 

The Seminole Tribune 

6300 Stirling Road, Room 225 - Hollywood, FL 33024 


Name_ 


Tribal Roll Number 


Address 


City_ 


_State_ 


_Zip_ 


Phone 


E-mail 


Additional Info_ 


As soon as we receive this information, your subscription will 
be mailed to you. Thank you very much. 


Announcement Form 

Attention Seminole tribal citizens and employees: If you would like to 
submit an announcement (birthday, baby, marriage, etc.) to The Seminole 
Tribune , and to insure correct spelling, please fill out the information provided 
below. If you have any questions about deadlines, etc., please call The Seminole 
Tribune at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1267, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Our fax num- 
ber is (954) 967-3482. Thanks. 

Please Write Your Announcement Below (Please Print Clearly) 


ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

MOTHER: 

FATHER: 

CHILDREN: 


GRANDPARENTS: 


CLAN: (OPTIONAL) 


If you would like your photos mailed back to you, 
please include your mailing address. 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the editor, 
Michael Kelly at (800) 683-7800, 


Ext. 1267. E-mail 
mkelly@semtribe.com, fax 
(954) 967-3482, or mail to: The 
Seminole Tribune, 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024. 


T 


he following deadlines 
apply to all submissions for 
inclusion into the Tribune : 

Issue: July 23, 2004 

Deadline: July 9, 2004 


Issue: August 13, 2004 

Deadline: July 30, 2004 

❖ 

Issue: September 3, 2004 

Deadline: August 20, 2004 

❖ 

Issue: September 24, 2004 

Deadline: September 10, 2004 

Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 

Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and 
other information may be downloaded 
from the internet at: 
www.seminoletribe.com/tribune. 

Postmaster: 

Send Address Changes to 
The Seminole Tribune 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024. 


Editor-in-Chief: Graphic Designer: 

Virginia Mitchell Melissa Sherman 

Editor: Graphic Design 

Michael Kelly Assistant: 

Assistant Editor: Stephen Galla 

Shelley Marmor Reporters: 

Business Manager: Iretta Tiger, 

Linda Jim Adelsa Williams 

Receptionist: Photo Archivist/Reporter: 

Darline Buster Felix DoBosz 

Contributors: 

Alexandra Frank, Emma Brown, 

Judy Weeks, Kenny Bayon, Gary Bitner, 
Lucy Evanicki, Michael Goodman, Nery 
Mejicano, Randi M. Simmons, 

Susan Etxebarria and Tabitha Osceola, 
Christopher Scanlon, Barbara Boling 

The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association. Letters/e-mails to 
the editor must be signed and may be edit- 
ed for publication. Subscription rate is $30 
per year by mail. Make checks payable to 
The Seminole Tribune , 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, FL 33024. Phone: 
(954) 967-3416. Fax: (954) 967-3482. 
Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 
© Seminole Tribe of Florida 


Editorials 

The Dangers of Letting Someone Take 
Over Your Loan Payments 


By Ken Goosens 

Editor s Note: Ken Goosens works for the tribe in the loan lep- 
artment and counsels tribal citizens on loans and their credit. 

The opinions he expresses are his own. 

How’s this for a deal? A friend or relative will take your 
car, and in return will make your monthly payments. Or your 
four-wheeler, or motorcycle-anything you 
are paying for on time through an install- 
ment loan. 

Maybe your friend or relative 
needs what you have. Maybe you don’t 
need it that much. Maybe you could use 
the extra money you will have from no 
longer having to make those payments. So 
you help each other out? 

The trade seems friendly, mutually advantageous, and 
simple. But it is also financially dangerous for the person who 
took out the loan in the first place. 

What could go wrong with the arrangement? The prob- 
lem starts with this stark fact: the person who took out the loan 
also remains responsible for the loan. If the loan isn’t paid for 
any reason, the lender will come after the person who took out 
the loan for the payments-not the person who agreed to take 
over the payments. 

For example, two months later the four-wheeler is 
stolen, or wrecked, or needs major repairs. Very often, the person 
who was using the property just walks away from the debt, leav- 
ing the other person holding the bag. 

Another danger is that the person supposedly making 
the payments is late or skips the payment. When this happens, 
the lender comes after the person who took out the loan. Any 
delinquent payments go on that person’s credit history. If the 
property is repossessed, the repossession is a black mark on the 
person who took out the loan’s credit history. Finally, if the value 
of the repossessed property is not enough to pay off the balance 
on the loan, that person is also responsible for making up that 
difference. 


Basically, whoever ’s name the loan is in, is the person 
responsible for overseeing payment of the loan. That person’s 
good credit now depends on someone else’s actions, over which 
they have no control. 

Can the loan itself be transferred over to the new per- 
son? Almost no lender will agree to this, for several reasons. The 
lender never reviewed the other person. The loan was done based 
on the original person’s ability to pay it 
back. Used property may not be worth the 
amount still owed on the loan. The bottom 
line is that the lender wants the loan to be 
paid off in full in order to release the per- 
son who took out the loan from obligation 
to back the loan. 

What should one do to protect 
themselves if they elect someone else to take over the payments 
on a loan? 

Tell them the person they can have the property only by 
paying off the remaining balance on the loan up front and in full. 
Then the original loaner may sign the title over to the person tak- 
ing over the payments. By not following these steps, the person 
who took out the loan is in effect financing the person taking 
over the loan them self, without doing any review of how risky 
they are as borrowers. 

If that policy sounds harsh, mistrustful, and unfriendly 
to you, think again about the risk the loaner would be taking. 
Does anyone want to be saddled with paying the debt on that 
property without having the property to use, because it was 
destroyed, lost, or broken? Just think about how it would feel to 
pay out money every month on a car that is, in essence, not your 
responsibility. 

The same reasons lenders consider it too risky to let 
another person take over someone’s debt are the reasons some- 
one who has taken out a loan shouldn’t let another person just 
take over the payments. The choice is between being careful up 
front or sorry later. Basically, don’t let someone take over your 
property without first paying off any debt you owe on it. 



Letters & E-mail 


6300 Stirling Road Hollywood, FL 33024 ❖ tribune@semtribe.com 


Editor s Note: This letter is in regards to 
a trip several tribal citizens and tribal 
employees made to Berlin, Germany to 
attend the ITB tourism convention and 
promote tourism to the Seminole Tribe. 

Dear Tom Gallaher, Development and 
Promotions Coordinator, Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum, 

The picture you sent me arrived 
as a very nice surprise, in more ways than 
one. Thank you again for the visit and for 


the Seminole jacket I wear with pride. 

On behalf of the school, you’ve 
provided up with some pictures that could 
be displayed, thus serving as an “attention 
getter” and reminder, which the students 
enjoy. Although I only faintly hear the 
sound of the rhythm, we remember that 
we managed to get almost all of the stu- 
dents in both assemblies involved in the 
friendship dance; a feat that a lot of adults 
did not think could be done. 

The entire program served as a 


chance for us to gain insight into a culture 
in person, rather than just relying on the 
traditional methods. 

Should you be in contact with 
any of the members who participated, 
please give them our regards and thank 
them again for taking the time to come 
out to the Kennedy school and putting on 
that assembly performance. 

Many thanks again Tom, for 
sending us this picture album, and for the 
entire visit in general. It helped our stu- 
dents to better appreciate the diversity on 
the U.S., and in particular, some of the 
Native American tribes; imperative to 
understanding U.S. history. 

Greetings to all from Berlin! 

Kind regards, 

Chris Hanna, Principal 

John F. Kennedy School in 
Berlin, Germany 

Dear Editor, 

Hello. I have been checking sites 
for a potato recipe when I came across 
your site. I noticed you had some recipes 
on the site, but there is one in particular I 
am unable to find anywhere and hoping 
you may be able to help me on this one. 

A few years ago in Northampton, 
Mass., there was a Native American fair. 
Among the foods that were served was a 
potato dish that seemed to be boiled down 
(kind of mushy soft, but not mashed) 
potato and contained, I think onion, 
bacon, possibly green pepper, and some 
spices. 

I’m afraid it isn’t much to go on; 
the potato wasn’t a sweet potato and I 
don’t know what spices were used in it. It 
was absolutely delicious and when I asked 
what it was called, the gentleman said 
“Seminole Potato.” 

I really can’t recall all the ingre- 
dients to this, but I was wondering if per- 
haps you are familiar with this recipe? I 
have searched the web high and low with 
no results. My husband and I enjoyed it 
so much and since have been trying to 
find this mysterious recipe. 

Thank you, 

Debbie 

tarafan4@charter.net 


Correction 


In the story titled “Savannah 
Huggins Earns Diploma” from the June 
1 1 issue of The Seminole Tribune 
Savannah Huggins’ fiance was incorrectly 
reffered to as her husband. 
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Farewell Party for Purchasing 
Department Employee Glenn Derrick 



Felix DoBosz 


Glenn Derrick’s friends and co-workers say farewell to him at the Birdcage restaurant. (L-R, front 
row) Wanda Billie, Glenn Derrick, Rhonda Moffit, (L-R, center row) Greg Farley, Maria Galeano, 
Janice Sikora, Denise Carpenter, (L-R, back row) Staci Revish, Alex Adams and Dave Anderson. 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD 

— On June 8, friends and 
co-workers of Glenn 
Derrick threw a farewell 
party at the Birdcage 
restaurant, on Stirling Road 
in Hollywood. Derrick, 
who has worked as a 
receiving clerk for the pur- 
chasing department in 
Hollywood since 1995, is 
moving to Kentucky. 

A South Florida 
resident for the past 17 
years, Derrick decided to 
sell his house and move 
with his wife, Mikel and 
daughter Ledra. He will be 
joining his wife’s family 
who currently live there. 

Denise Carpenter, 
director of purchasing, 
said, “Our office is like one 
big happy family and we 
will really miss him.” 

Derrick and his 
co-workers sat around the 
tables talking, eating, jok- 
ing and laughing about all 
the ups and downs that 
they all experienced working together for 
so many years. 

Glenn started working for The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida as a custodian 
in the building maintenance department. 
When the department was split to create 
the purchasing department, Glenn trans- 


ferred to the new department. 

“I’m going to miss everybody, 
especially Denise Carpenter, who has 
been the best boss to work for,” said 
Derrick, as he looked sadly around the 
tables at all his co-workers. 

Tribal citizen Charles Hiers 


Billie presented Glenn with a gold medal- 
lion with The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
logo engraved on the front and a native 
inscription on the back. It said simply, 
“Sho-Naa-Bish.” 

Thank you, Glenn Derrick and 
good luck in your new endeavors. 



Jaime Restrepo 

Basketball and water balloon fights were only some of the 
activities at the First Annual Watermelon Picnic. 


Watermebn Picnic 
Held in Big Cypress 

By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — There were plenty of watermelons at 
Big Cypress’s ball field as the recreation department prepared its 
First Annual Watermelon Picnic, held on June 12. Open to every- 
one, the event was organized for kids and adults for recreation and 
just plain fun. 

The day was hot and sunny, but that did not stop the chil- 
dren from having fun in the bounce house and the spin ride. Those 
who were too hot and big to go bouncing around found some com- 
petitive fun in tossing water balloons at the opposing team with a 
large slingshot. Some demonstrated pretty good aim and managed 
direct hits on the other team. It was a good way to stay cool and 
wet. 

There was music too, with entertainment provided by Paul 
Buster and his band. Most of the participants enjoyed a great day 
underneath a large oak tree to play horseshoes. In fact, there was 
some good competition among some of the players who play the 
game like it was the national sport. The tossing went on throughout 
the afternoon. 

There was a team competition as well as individual play in 
both men and women’s groups. There were prizes for first through 
fifth place. When it got too hot, there were plenty of watermelon, 
food, and drinks. 



Jaime Restrepo 


Jaime Restrepo 


Nancy Ortega with baby Harmony Cypress sporting a watermelon outfit. 


Frank J. Billie has a throw. 


Joshua Sneed: Success Lasts a Lifetime 


By Holly Billie 

FT. PIERCE — Joshua Sneed, 
Ft. Pierce tribal citizen, is truly an inspira- 
tion to young people who are struggling 
with problems and life-issues. 

“Teenage years can be difficult,” 
Sneed said. “You feel like you’re moving 
in the wrong direction, but you don’t 
know how to stop.” 

Fortunately Sneed had a loving 
family who recognized his struggles and 
supported his decision to enroll at the Mel 
Blount Youth Home in Vidalia, Ga. 

“This was the best decision I 
made,” said Sneed. “At [the Mel Blount 
Youth Home] I was among people who 
really cared about me and my family. 

They helped me with my education, 
taught me how to be independent and 
helped me identify what I needed to do to 
better myself and be a success.” 

“Mr. Blount, Annie Jackson and 
the rest of the staff really loved us kids 
and teach us how to love others,” he 
added. 

With a new attitude and estab- 
lished goals, Sneed returned to the Ft. 
Pierce community. His mother, Margaret 
Wilcox, smiled as she shared how happy 
she was when she watched her son cross 
the platform to receive his high school 
diploma. Sneed continues to work on his 
goals as he trains in a sport he has grown 
to love, motocross. 

Remembering success lasts a 
lifetime, what he was taught at the Mel 
Blount Youth Home, Sneed has indeed 
become successful. 


He is currently sponsored by 
Husquavarna, and has been contracted by 
Yamaha. He spends most of his time in 
training or racing, and can be found at the 
motocross in Okeechobee, Fla. on 
Wednesdays and weekends. 

“I am so thankful to God for my 
loving family, the Mel Blount Youth 


Home and others who encourage me daily 
to stay on track and focus on success,” 
Sneed said. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida is 
very proud of Sneed’s success and 
encourages others, young and old alike, to 
follow his example and become success- 
ful for a lifetime. 



Holly Billie 

Joshua Sneed loves to ride his bike at the motocross track in Okeechobee, Fla. 


First Meeting for the 2005 
Seminole Tribal Fair 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On June 
8, the first meeting for the 2005 
Seminole Tribal Fair was held in the 
Hollywood tribal office auditorium. 
The biggest news is that the 2005 fair 
will be held at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood. 

One of the areas still under 
construction at the hotel is a multi-pur- 
pose complex, which is scheduled to 
open at the beginning of 2005. Various 
experts in the entertainment industry 
are being consulted to equip the com- 
plex for a variety of events. 

The tribal fair will be the first 


event held at the multi-purpose com- 
plex and to mark the occasion, a big 
extravaganza is being planned. 

Several committees are being 
organized for the numerous fair events 
and ideas for entertainers and prizes 
were discussed. There was enthusiasm 
for the possibilities of what can be 
done for the tribal fair at the multi- 
complex. 

The theme of the fair is still 
open to suggestions and the fair com- 
mittee is looking for volunteers. Have 
any ideas for the fair? Don’t be afraid 
to share them, contact Buster Baxley or 
Leoma Poore at (954) 364-4221. 





Iretta Tiger 


Robbie Callaway (left), senior vice president of the Boys & Girls Club of 
America, with Tribal Chairman Mitchell Cypress at the future location of the 
Boys & Girls Club of The Seminole Tribe of Florida. 


❖ Club 

Continued from page 1 

He said he successfully 
secured $50,000 to put towards the 
construction efforts. Callaway added 
that he is willing to work hard to get 
the same dollar amount to open Boys & 
Girls Club facilities on both the Big 
Cypress and Brighton reservations. 

Max Osceola Jr., Chairman of 
the Boys & Girls Club of The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, echoed Callaway’s 
commitment to the children. 

“We wanted to do something 


to help our children,” Osceola said. 

“We wanted to prepare them for the 
non-Indian as well as Indian world.” 

He said he was sorry to see the 
Hollywood Gym being torn down, 
however, added that the gym is more 
than three decades old, and saying “it’s 
served its purpose.” 

Osceola also said that the 
Boys & Girls Club, by offering many 
activities for youth to participate in, 
including sports and arts and crafts, 
will help raise the amount of physical 
activity children engage in, as well as 
lower the numbers of children abusing 
illegal substances. 



Adelsa Williams 

David Osceola (left), manager of the Sho-Naa-Bish House for Men, addresses 
inauguration attendees at the grand opening. 


Sho-Naa-Bish House 
for Men Opens 


By Adelsa Williams 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — 

The Sho-Naa-Bish House for Men 
recovery facility, located just a short 
distance from the Hollywood reserva- 
tion, had a grand opening celebration on 
Tuesday June 8. 

Community members gathered 
together celebrate this event. Family 
services staff and others were in atten- 
dance as well. 

Jimmie Osceola opened with a 
word of prayer. David Osceola, Sho- 
Naa-Bish recovery house manager, gave 
a speech, where he explained the pur- 
pose of the recovery house. He also 
thanked Hollywood Tribal Council 
Representative Max Osceola Jr. and 
Tribal Treasurer Mike Tiger for their 
support and help. 

“Business wise, they both 
guided us in the right direction,” said 
Osceola. 

Everyone had a chance to view 
the beautiful spacious house, which 
comes with a living room, fully 
equipped kitchen, dining area, three 
double bedrooms and two full bath- 
rooms. The house has its own tele- 
phone, cable television and central heat 
and air conditioning. 

During the walk through, visi- 


tors could see the smiles of all who 
admired the style and decor of the facil- 
ity. 

“It smells good for a man’s 
house,” said tribal citizen, Debbie 
DeHass, as she made her way into all of 
the rooms. 

Osceola explained that the 
facility will house four men at a time. 

He also spoke briefly about some of the 
house rules and asked community mem- 
bers to recommend the services that the 
house has to offer to anyone they may 
feel can benefit from the program. 

He said this is the first 
Seminole-run facility, but he intends to 
get more on other reservations. 

“Only with the support of the 
tribe we can do this,” said Osceola, 

“I’m tired of hearing ‘Oh, what a shame 
that young man died’, I want to feel as 
if I did something in service to help.” 

Osceola’s future plans include 
opening a women’s retreat, where they 
would be allowed to participate along 
with their children, in efforts to keep the 
family unity. 

For more information, please 
contact the Sho-Naa-Bish House for 
Men at (954) 394-2215. The address is 
5920 S.W. 45 Way, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
33304. 
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Seniors Pitch Horseshoes at 
Father’s Day Party 



Beth Skinner 

(L-R) Jack Smith Jr. and Billy Micco tossing some horseshoes. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Despite the 
humidity and bright sun on Thursday 
June 17, a slight breeze cooled off con- 
testants participating in the Horseshoe 
Pitching Tournament held at the 
Brighton Senior Center. 

Participants threw rounds of 
1 5 minutes, or 1 5 throw, while the 
women threw 25 feet and the men 
threw 35 feet. The party to celebrate 
Father’s Day included a shuffleboard 
contest as well. The Brighton recreation 
department staff was on hand to keep 
score and explain the rules of the con- 
test, as well as measure the distance 
from the stake to the spot where the 


thrown horseshoes landed. Cash prizes 
were awarded to each player. 

The event concluded indoors 
with participants enjoying a large glass 
of creamy, smooth sofkee, a steak din- 
ner and strawberry shortcake for 
dessert. 

The top three horseshoe-pitch- 
ing tournament winners in the women’s 
division were Agnes Bert, Addie 
Osceola and Onnie Osceola. The top 
three in the men’s division were Billy 
Micco, Jack Smith Jr., and Wonder 
Johns. In the shuffleboard tournament, 
Happy Jones took first place and Agnes 
Jumper came in second. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Rachel Billie, Anna Puente and Lois Alvarez prepare dinner over the open fire. 


A Cultural Father’s Day Celebration 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Plans for a 
special Father’s Day got under way in 
early May in the Immokalee community. 
The cultural village, which had not been 
in use for some time, required a little face 
lift. 

On Tuesday June 8th several 
community members put on their work 
clothes and gloves and set out to operate 
on the village. Norita and Ray Yzaguirre 
were joined by Ralph Sanchez, Board 
Liaison Raymond Garza, Virginia Billie, 
Josh Garza, Anthony Hernandez and 
Robert Anzualda in an effort to clean up 
any trash, mow the grass and rake around 
the chickees. Cris and Tray Marrero, 
Angie Arreguin, Jeanne Martinez and Ito 
rounded out the group. 

The cooking grill was scrubbed, 


fresh firewood stacked, and a new fire 
laid out among other things. After a day’s 
work, the results were astonishing. 
Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine 
Aguilar fired up the grill and cooked for 
the labor party. Hard work may tire a per- 
son, but rubbing elbows with your neigh- 
bors brings a lot of satisfaction. 

In the following days, 
Maintenance Supervisor Chris Sanchez, 
co-worker Clifford Sanchez, his son 
Clifford Jr., and Ralph Sanchez, with his 
son, Ralph Jr., constructed several new 
picnic tables, a wash table and a food 
service area to complete the village. 

The Father's Day celebration was 
scheduled for Friday, June 18th. Aguilar 
supplied the food and the recreation 
department provided the beverages. 

Shortly after noon, the food 


preparation began. The log fire had been 
lit and the cooks, Elaine Aguilar, Mary 
Sanchez, Lois Alvarez, Sylvia Marrero, 
Shiela Aguilar, Jeanne Martinez, Rachel 
Billie, Vanessa Aguilar, Amey Yzaguirre, 
Angie Arreguin, and Anna Puente, pre- 
pared a feast to be remembered. The 
menu included fried chicken, ham, beef 
tips, rice, beans, corn, cabbage, tomatoes 
with beef, pumpkin fry bread, fried 
bananas and okthee. 

Nothing can be compared to food 
cooked on a log fire. Promptly at 5 p.m., 
Louise Motlow offered a prayer of thanks 
and recognition of Father’s Day. The com- 
munity members had arrived by the car- 
loads and filled their plates in celebration. 
They ate until they couldn’t hold any 
more. 


Ahfachkee School Field Day 


Potluck Dinner Brings Community Together 


By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — The day 
was filled with sunshine and the tem- 
perature peaked at 89 degrees: ideal 


weather for a field day. That’s what the 
students at Ahfachkee School enjoyed 
while at the Big Cypress ball field. 

The field day, organized by 
John Boone, the Ahfachkee physical 
education (PE) instructor, included all 
the students, from preschool to high 


school. It is the third field day held by 
the school. It marks of the end of the 
school year, with recognition of all 
their hard work and dedication with the 
students participating in a 
myriad of events that pro- 
moted team work and 
healthy competition. Boone 
has been with the PE pro- 
gram for two years. 

This year, there 
were color wars. Ten teams 
were created, with each 
team consisting of children 
of all ages. The purpose of 
creating the color teams was 
to promote cooperation 
throughout the age ranges. 
The older children acted as 
team captains, coaching and 
guiding the younger children 
to help their team win. More 
importantly, the older chil- 
dren got to know the 
younger ones as they pro- 
moted team spirit. 

All teams competed 
in activities and events. 
Among them was the bucket 
relay race. Here, buckets 
filled with water at one end 
of the track and had to be 
transported down a marked 
path and deposited into a 
waiting container at the 
other end. The team with the 
most water transported wins. 

Other fun things 
included zipping into the 
slip-and-slide, which provided ample 
refreshment from the warm tempera- 
tures. 

When the kids, as well as the 
adults, got hungry, there was plenty to 
eat and drink under the canopy with 
deliciously catered food. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Any time 
you can combine good food and good 
companionship, it’s your lucky day. This 
winning combination can be found at 
Immokalee' s community potluck dinners 
every time. 

Like 

every community, 
there are several 
diverse opinions 
on each subject 
that are addressed. 

This is coupled 
with the fact that 
we are all very 
involved with our 
personal affairs, 
which take us in 
different direc- 
tions. Several 
members of the 
community longed 
for the time when 
we were interact- 
ing with each 
other on a regular 
basis and shared a 
common bond. 

A gather- 
ing with no partic- 
ular purpose-just 
sharing good food 
and open conver- 
sation looked like 
a solution. You 
know what they 
say, “If you’re not 
talking, you’re not 
communicating.” 

In the beginning of May, the 
word went out that everyone was invited 
to a potluck supper at the gym and the 
response was pleasantly surprising. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress came 
by to share in the moment. Before the 
evening ended, he addressed the group 
and displayed his pleasure at seeing how 


many were in attendance and how they 
seemed to be enjoying themselves. He 
reminded them that they are all related in 
some way by blood, clan or tribal affilia- 
tion, which is a strong common bond. 
Seeing all age groups together made him 


remember life in the villages. 

Everyone expressed their desire 
to make these potluck dinners a regular 
event. However, graduations and other 
activities kept postponing the date. 
Finally, Immokalee Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar and Sylvia Marrero from 
the broadcasting department got together 
and decided that something would always 


interfere, so they settled on Wednesday 
June 9th. 

Marrero saw to the distribution 
of flyers, arranged for the gym, and sup- 
plied the main meat course for the table. 
Everyone was invited to bring their 

favorite dish and 
Marrero worked 
hard to coordi- 
nate their efforts. 
The community 
was very respon- 
sive, resulting in 
a wide variety of 
food and 
desserts. So 
much in fact that 
many took home 
carry-out con- 
tainers at the end 
of the evening. 

Aguilar 
led the group in 
silent prayer 
before starting 
the food line. She 
reminded them 
of the upcoming 
Father's Day din- 
ner at the 
Cultural Village 
and invited the 
families to bring 
their children out 
to watch them 
prepare their 
food over the 
fire. 

After 

dinner, youngsters of all ages engaged in 
shooting some hoops on the basketball 
court, dancing to a boom box and playing 
catch. Adults sat around exchanging ideas, 
laid out plans for future cultural activities 
and caught up on the latest gossip. 

The big question for the evening 
was, “When will we meet again?” 



Rhonda Roff 


Darren Jim participates in a bucket race during 
the Ahfachkee School’s field day. 



Judy Weeks 

Delores Jumper (left) samples some of the tantalizing dishes at the potluck dinner. 
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Dr, Brian C, Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
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(954) 432-5006 

i Located next to Bally Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza,) 

We accept your insurance plan. PPO r s. POS, Medicare Auto Insurance also accepted. 
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Jaime Restrepo 

Eight youngsters, out of 67 children who attended the wellness camp, display their stellar balancing skills. 


Big Cypress and Immokalee 
Youngsters Attend Wellness Camp 


By Jaime Restrepo 

UMATILLA, FL — Sixty-seven children 
from Big Cypress and Immokalee participated in the 
Big Cypress/Immokalee Youth Camp Wellness Camp 
held at the Florida Elks Camp, in Umatilla, Fla. It ran 
for four days from June 2-5. 

Located just outside of Ocala, Fla., the facili- 
ty featured swimming, camping, fishing, and outdoor 
activities, including a ropes course. It sports a state of 
the art gymnasium with a basketball court, as well as 
outdoor volleyball, tennis and basketball courts. 

These 8-16-years-olds took part in a series 
of activities and events which were well planned and 
choreographed by tribal and camp staff. With an 
emphasis placed on health, nutrition and exercise, the 
wellness camp was 
designed to teach the 
children how to maintain 
a healthy body and mind 
through healthy eating, 
exercise, and hygiene. 

In addition to 
physical exercise, the 
kids were treated to edu- 
cational and motivation- 
al speakers. The speak- 
ers included Andrew 
Leach, who spoke about 
leadership skills, and our 
own Suzanne Davis, 
who spoke about health 
and hygiene. Leach is 
from Canada, however, 
he travels throughout 
North America teaching 
leadership skills at youth 
conferences. 

Seminole Tribal 
Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress greeted the chil- 
dren on the first day. His 
message urgently 
emphasized need to con- 
trol diabetes and how it 
could be done through 
exercise and proper 
nutrition. He said obesi- 
ty and general lack of 
exercise is a growing 
cause of diabetes in 
youths today. A little 
exercise and good eating 
habits can go a long way 
in controlling, if not pre- 
venting diabetes. 

Days two, three 
and four began with an 
early rise at 6:30 a.m., followed by stretching and a 
sunrise fitness walk. The early walk promotes good 
blood circulation after a good night’s rest and set the 
tone for the activities to come. Breakfast immediately 
followed the walk at 7:30 a.m. 

Each day was arranged with different activi- 
ties. On day two, the children took part in a ropes 
course. This course is designed to promote team 
effort and cooperation. Among the notable aspects of 
the course was the use of a balancing platform to 
demonstrate how team effort will enable a group of 
students to mount the platform without allowing it to 
tip too far to either side and touching the ground. 
Other exercises included the use of balance and mutu- 
al assistance to guide the participants though a series 
of logs without losing balance and falling off. 


Later that day, there was a poster contest as 
well as indoor basketball, kickball and volleyball 
games. 

Day three included the ropes course and 
interactive games. Later that day, the children com- 
menced working on the soap box derby kits in prepa- 
ration for the soap box derby scheduled to take place 
on Saturday. The goal was to create a car, to be worn 
by the contestant, as he or she raced along a path to 
the finish line. 

Other activities, though not as physical, but 
just as important, were participating in discussions on 
coping with parents that use drugs, as well as the 
importance of preserving the environment, culture 
and traditions of the tribal community. Diabetes skits 

were conducted to illus- 
trate the importance of a 
healthy diet and main- 
taining a healthy lifestyle 
to prevent and/or control 
diabetes. 

On Saturday, 
after the usual fitness 
walk and breakfast, the 
group held an awards 
ceremony. Chairman 
Cypress was on hand to 
congratulate the kids for 
their participation in the 
program. Awards were 
given out on the follow- 
ing categories: Cleanest 
Cabin: Cabin 25, Dannie 
Tommie, Alanis Bowers, 
Cooper Rivers, Monique 
Jimmie, and Alexis 
Martin, with Clea Billie 
as chaperone; Loudest 
Cabin: Cabin 41, Catlen 
Tommie, Anthony 
Balantine, Jordan 
Rodriguez, Chebon 
Gooden-Harden, Jalen 
Cypress, Cody Motlow, 
Mario Osceola; On 
Time, All the Time: 
Cabin 35, Echo Wolf, 
Levi Billie, Andre 
Lardin, Justin Roff and 
Timothy Bearden; Soap 
Box Derby: Cabin 32, 
Ralph Sanchez Jr., 
Nelson McElroy, 
Jonathan Rodriguez, and 
Mark Arriaga; Poster 
Contest: Cabin 28, Josie 
Davis, Jessalyn 
Balantine, Randi Willie, Lazara Marrero. 

The winning poster will be reproduced and 
will be on shirts for next year. Last year’s winner was 
Nelson McElroy and shirts bearing his drawing will 
be given out to the children for this year. 

Many thanks to the people who helped put 
this event together. Their efforts and dedication made 
the logistical aspects look easy. 

The event was a success. All the children 
participated. The faster walkers and/or runners made 
sure to help the slower ones keep up. The children 
learned about exercise, nutrition, group participation 
and cooperation. They learned about their culture and 
how to promote and preserve it. Above all, the stu- 
dents learned, exercised, and above all, had fun. 



Jaime Restrepo 


Wellness camp attendees, including Rodni Katelyn 
Mercer, learned many valuable fitness techniques. 
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Dan and Leoda Osceola 
Celebrate 51 Years Together 



Adelsa Williams 

Four generations (L-R): Daughter Vivian Delgado, Dan Osceola, Leoda Osceola, Granddaughter Allison 
Osceola, and Great-Granddaughter Kaylan Osceola (front). 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — A will of love has 
brought Dan and Leoda Osceola to this day, where 
family and friends gathered to celebrate their 5 1 st 
wedding anniversary. The special occasion took place 
on June 3 at the Council Oak Restaurant at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel. 

Everyone enjoyed a delicious meal as they 
shared laughs and tears of happiness, celebrating the 
beauty, gift, and blessing of Dan and Leoda’s endur- 
ing love. 


and Leoda for the 5 1 years of their lives together. 

After dinner, invitees enjoyed dessert, along 
with cake provided by one of the couple’s daughter, 
Vivian Delgado. 

Tribal citizen Dan Osceola is a member of 
the Bird clan and his wife Leoda is from the Panther 
clan. As product of their love, the couple share five 
children, ten grand children and four great grand 
children, most of which were in attendance. 


Dan made his 
way to each table to greet 
and thank everyone for 
attending the celebration, 
while Leoda spoke highly 
of her husband. 

“He’s a good 
man,” she said, “We 
attend church, we sing; 
that’s why the lord has 
helped us stay together.” 

Invitees congrat- 
ulated the couple as they 
handed them gifts, while 
great grand daughter 
Kaylan Osceola gave the 
couple a back massage. 

Hollywood 

Council Representative 
Max Osceola Jr. presented 
the couple with his and 
hers set of engraved gold 
Rolex® watches, as a token 
from The Seminole Tribe 
of Florida. Osceola spoke 
briefly, congratulating Dan 



Adelsa Williams 

Coucilman Max Osceola Jr. (back) helps Leoda and Dan Osceola show off 
their beautiful anniversary gifts from The Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
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Seminoles Get Schooled in Proper 
Etiquette at the Hard Rock Hotel 



Shelley Marmor 


Brevon Cypress tries to remember what goes where during a relay 
race where the children had to correctly set a table. 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD 

Celeste Jones, founder and direc- 
tress of the Elementary Etiquette 
Society in Palm Beach, Fla. 
believes most children do not exer- 
cise proper etiquette skills as much 
as they should. By etiquette, Jones 
means “social skills... people 
skills,” not just keeping elbows off 
the table, and being able to identify 
the salad fork versus the dinner 
fork. 

She founded the 
Elementary Etiquette Society a 
decade ago, and has been teaching 
classes in the subject ever since. 

On Saturday and Sunday June 
12-13, she and Elena Silenok, an 
instructor from the school, taught a 
class in proper etiquette at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel. 

During the first session on 
Saturday, children ages four 
through eight in the first session, 
and 9-17-years-old in the second 
session, practiced skills including 
proper methods of introducing peo- 
ple at social events. Jones empha- 
sizes that eye contact is the most 
important aspect of proper intro- 
ductions, and informed the partici- 
pants that women are always intro- 
duced first, followed by men. 

Jones and Silenok also 
discussed table etiquette, including 
the proper way to fold a 
napkin-folding it corner-to-comer, 
leaving no seams showing-and the 
proper way to set a table. They conducted a relay 
race for the 4-8-year-olds, giving them an opportuni- 
ty to learn kinesthetically, or learn by doing. 
According to Jones, this method of learning is neces- 
sary for teaching etiquette because “[etiquette’s] not 


innate, it’s a taught behavior. . . it’s not something we 
just know.” 

The duo then taught their classes general eti- 
quette skills including: poise and posture, proper 
entry and exit for rooms and cars and how to give off 
positive body language. According to Jones, these 


skills will help people in every situation they apply 
to. 

“They’re learning how to behave in certain 
situations so they are well-liked,” she said. 

Day two of the etiquette classes, with 9-17- 
year-olds in the first session and 4-8-year-olds in the 

second session, dealt 
with everyday courtesies 
in public settings. These 
included: telephone and 
internet etiquette, class- 
room etiquette, proper 
etiquette on escalators 
and elevators and good 
sportsmanship. 
According to Jones, 
sportsmanship is the 
most important skill a 
person can have because 
it plays a part in every 
situation where people 
interact with others. 

“It’s about play- 
ing the game of life,” 
Jones said. “It’s about 
how you play, not 
whether you win or 
lose.” 

Jones empha- 
sized that most people 
do teach these skills to 
children in the home, 
saying “we’re not trying 
to teach this, we’re rein- 
forcing.” However, she 
noted that most children 
learn better with an actu- 
al instructor versus a 
parent, grandparent or guardian. 

“Just like we send our children to school,” 
she said. “Children tend to be more responsive to an 
outside person.” 

For more information on the Elementary 
Etiquette Society, please go to, www.eespb.com, or 
call (561) 582-8222. 



Shelley Marmor 


(L-R) Elena Silenok and Celeste Jones from the Elementary Etiquette Society 
check Adahma Sirota’s work during the relay race. 


A Fun-Filled Day at the Tampa 
Renaissance Festival 



By Suzette Henry 

TAMPA — I attended the Renaissance 
Festival in Tampa about 10 or 11 times with my sis- 
ter Linda and a good friend Regina. It was like step- 
ping back in time as we entered the door. There were 
lots of exciting entertainments, from fimny comedy 
skits to fun games to play, and of course, lots of dif- 
ferent delicious food to enjoy. 

Vendors also featured beautiful arts and 
crafts for sale, including jewelry, candles, clothes 
and leather. All beauti- 
fully handmade. There 
were even elephant, 
camel and pony rides. 

A friend from 
Kissimmee had a love- 
ly wedding ceremony 
at the festival. 

At the 

Renaissance Festival, 
visitors see and meet 
interesting people and 
characters, like Peter 
Pan looking for his 
Tinkerbell, which I 
had to assure him I 
wasn’t his Tinkerbell. 

And a pirate, who 
wanted to buy both my 
sister Linda and I, but 
we convinced him he 
couldn’t afford us. I 
did have the pleasure 
of meeting and talking 
to pirates Johnny 
“Captain Jack 
Sparrow” O’Kelly and 
his friend James M. 

“Quarter Master 
Yellowbeard” Gibson. 

I found out 
Johnny and James are 
two very special guys. 

Pirates with hearts of 


“Quarter Master Yellowbeard” Gibson. You won’t be 
disappointed. 

My favorite entertainment was the black- 
heart jousting show. Besides having two knights on 
awesome horses jousting, you also have swordfights 
and other weapons. They beat each other up with. 
Just Kidding; well, sort of. They put on exciting and 
funny show. It was enjoyable meeting the talented 
group from their jousting company. 

I got to know the two Brians (handsome 

devils). Brian Hughes 
has been in the busi- 
ness for 1 1 years and 
Brian Fertal came out 
of retirement of six 
years to do the show. 
After the show, they 
stayed around to greet 
the guests and answer 
their questions or just 
to chat with them, still 
wearing their heavy 
suit of armor in the 
very hot sun. I could 
see they were hot and 
uncomfortable in those 
armors. But they were 
such troopers to take 
their time to talk and 
pose for pictures. Brian 
H and Brian F as well 
as the other cast were 
truly charming gentle- 
men, just like the 
knights in shining 
armor. 

Sunday April 
18, was the last day for 
the festival until next 
year. Which was also 
sad day for me; for I 
had to say so long to 
my new friends I had 
made over the event. 


Photo courtesy of Suszette Henry 

(L-R) James M. “Quarter Master Yellowbeard” 
Gibson, Suszette Henry, and Johnny “Captain Jack 
Sparrow” O’Kelly having a good time at the Tampa 
Renaissance Festival. 


gold. They travel to 
different places and 

make appearances by request. They especially love 
doing children’s charities. They told me they go by 
the old pirate’s motto “take everything and give 
nothing back.” But it seems to me they give back a 
lot more than they take. So, if you need some awe- 
some pirates at your next party, contact Johnny 
“Captain Jack Sparrow” O’Kelly and James M. 


I’m going to miss 
them. But we 

exchanged addresses and phone numbers, so I’m 
sure we’ll all keep in touch until we see each other 
again. 

Their next stop is Southern California. I 
wished them all a safe journey. It was a blast while it 
lasted. I’m looking forward for next year, same time, 
same place. 


Christian Hip-Hop Concert Delivers 

Message of Faith 



Felix DoBosz 

The “Devine Souljahs” perform hip-hop with help from the audience. 


Immokalee Library Holds Scrabble® Tournament 



By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — A good game of 
Scrabble® is not only a brain teaser but very reward- 
ing. As a participant in the Scrabble® tournament held 
at the Immokalee reservation library on Tuesday May 
25, each player came away a winner. There was cut- 
ting edge competition in each game regardless of age 
level and a lot of fun. 

The pre-kindergarten tables were learning 
their letters, sounds and how they relate to each other. 


Kindergarten through first grade were building easy 
words, as well as learning the point value of each let- 
ter and the basic math of scoring. By second through 
fifth grade, the challenge was apparent as they 
worked hard to use up difficult letters like Q. These 
could cost them a lot of points if they were caught 
holding any when the final scores were tabulated. 

Middle school through high school brought 
out the big guns. For many of the contestants, it 
meant new words with new meanings. Of course, 
there were the inevitable questions, “Is that really a 
word?” and “Prove it.” 


Librarian Cris Marrero, Coordinator of 
Higher Education Norita Yzaguirre and Assistant 
Angie Arreguin set up the games, supervised the play 
and tabulated the final scores. They each hovered 
around the tables, verifying or discrediting words and 
stimulating the players with encouragement. 

None of this would have been possible with- 
out the generous sponsorship of the Immokalee recre- 
ation department. Everyone was very grateful to them 
and hoped that there would be more of these tourna- 
ments in the not 
too distant future. 
These competitions 
provide good com- 
panionship, as well 
as language skills 
and word develop- 
ment. The human 
brain benefits from 
exercise in much 
the same way that 
our bodies are 
rewarded by physi- 
cal activities. 

The num- 
ber of entrants in 
each category 
determined how 
many tables were 
in play. Winners 
were rewarded 
through fourth 
place at each table. 
Play started imme- 
diately after school 
and continued into 
the evening. 
Refreshments were 
available through- 
out the tournament 
and included pizza, 
chicken wings and 
soda. If you ask the 
players, they will tell you that good food builds 
healthy minds. 

First place winners at each table were as fol- 
lows: Pre-kindergarten: Damion Escobar and Chelsey 
Alvarado; Kindergarten-first grade: Damian Frank 
and Laurissa Delarosa; second-fifth grade: Beth 
McElroy, Aaron Alvarado, Julissa Arreguin, and Joel 
Arreguin; middle school-high school: Jonathan 
Rodriguez, Anthony Hernandez, Frankie Marrero and 
Lazara Marrero; all around champion: Lazarra 
Marrero; junior all around champion: Damian Frank. 


Judy Weeks 

Children of all ages enjoyed playing in the Scrabble® tournament. 


By Kenny Bayon, C.FT 

HOLLYWOOD — They call themselves 
The Devine Souljahs, and their spiritual message is a 
clear one. Three musical performers, two brothers, 
rapped a positive spiritual message to Seminole citi- 
zens and their family and friends on Saturday night, 
June 6 at the Seminole gym. 

The format was a hip-hop music mixed with 
spiritual Christian themes in their raps. During the 
breaks, an ex-college athlete spoke to the friendly 
crowd about how life was great one day, and all of a 
sudden a physical injury causing excruciating pain 
when he blew out his knee, and was hospitalized. He 
was so depressed from this tragic event he asked 
God for help. He recovered slowly from his injury 
and dedicated his life to the Lord by preaching to 
kids about the dangers and struggles in our lives. 

They kept up their hip-hop rants and 
rhymes, urging the crowd, to the loud bass beat, 
rumbling throughout the gym from out in center 
court. They shouted lyrics like “Thanking the Lord, 


Jesus Christ” to a steady modern beat. The crowd 
responded with chants of “turn it up!” 

Suddenly the music stopped, as the per- 
formers shouted out, “Freeze!” Everyone in the audi- 
ence started to applaud to the heavy rap beat. The 
Devine Souljahs continued with more raps about 
how they had reached the lowest points in their lives 
and they were able to recover from these difficult 
times when they found the Lord to help them. 

The lyrics and music were by Smuve and 
the Preacha, the two brothers. They performed their 
song “Its time to go to War,” and enchanted the fans. 
Rhyming and jiving lyrics including “...yes, we 
motivators, yes we educators,” they shouted in uni- 
son over and over to the big bass beat. 

More ex-jocks spoke about how they self- 
destructed and finally found the Lord to help them 
down the righteous path. Miami Dolphins General 
Manager, Rick Spielman, was an invited guest 
speaker at the event. 
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Big Cypress Health Department 
Offers Nutrition and Diet Tips 



By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — On June 15, Helene 
Buster, of the Big Cypress health department, organ- 
ized a special lunchtime class at the senior center for 
the benefit of the seniors and all other interested per- 
sons. This is part of a “Lunch and Learn” series 
throughout the reservations. 

The topic of the 
day was nutrition and diet. 

The special guest speaker 
was Karen Gauci, a nutri- 
tionist with clientele 
throughout South Florida, 
who illustrated the differ- 
ences between processed 
foods and natural foods. 

Throughout her 
lecture, she emphasized the 
importance of whole foods, 
fiber and complex carbohy- 
drates, along with exercise 
and fitness, as a means to 
naturally controlling dia- 
betes. She said processed 
foods contribute to high 
sugar levels in the body, 
thus causing the over pro- 
duction of insulin to coun- 
teract the sugar. Although a 
person gets a quick burst of 
energy after consuming high 
sugar/processed foods, the 
insulin eventually over- 
comes the sugar effect, leav- 
ing the person more tired 
that before he or she consumed the junk food. This 
information, along with other valuable lessons, is 
available to all community members. 

A better approach to good eating is to con- 
sume more complex foods that are harder to digest, so 
that they digest at a constant, slow rate, to allow for 
the proper production of hormones and chemicals 
associated with proper diet and digestion. Eating 
foods with fiber assist in the reduction of waste prod- 
ucts in the body, contributes to healthier skin, and to a 


more effective natural control of diabetes. Eating 
healthy does not mean you have to give up your 
favorite foods either. All it takes is a little moderation 
and knowing when enough is enough. 

Obesity has rapidly become a primary cause 
of diabetes, even in children. The fundamentals of 


good health begin with a proper diet and exercise. 
Exercise can be as simple as a walk around the block, 
taking up an athletic sport or hobby, going swimming, 
and even moderate weight training. The most impor- 
tant thing is to get up off the couch and do something. 

For more information on good health and 
diet, you can contact the health department at (863) 
983-5151. The staff will be more than happy to assist 
you in maintaining good health. 


Jaime Restrepo 

Guest speaker Karen Gauci and nutritionist Jeanne Hatfield giving a pres- 
entation on healthy eating. 


Weight Loss Programs in 
Brighton Motivate Dieters 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The Weight Loss Program 
in Brighton is one-year-old and the Brighton 
Recreation Department awards participants who lose 
the most weight during each three month cycle. This 
last cycle ended Friday June 18, and the participants 
were able to weigh in for the next three month cycle 
the same day. They will be weighed again on 
September 17. 

The Brighton Health Clinic has monitored 
the weigh-in and weigh-out since the inception. Beth 
Skinner, the clinic’s nutritionist, offers counseling and 
nutritional education to the dieters. She says the key 
to weight loss is “not to be on a diet but to make 


lifestyle changes.” 

Skinner, who has a degree in nutrition and is 
a nationally registered nutritionist, says counseling 
services are free to tribal citizens and the dieters are 
encouraged to take advantage of the program that is 
normally $50-$75 at private clinics in the cities. 

Skinner has three tips for anyone hoping to 
lose weight. They are: add more fruit and vegetables 
to your daily diet, drink more water, and add more 
movement-at least 30 minutes a day of exercise. 

There have been approximately 50 people 
who have participated during each three-month cycle. 
This cycle there were 63 entries. 


Seminole Police Department Crime Statistics 


May 2004 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

Number of 
Offenses 

Total Value 
Property 
Stolen 

Total 

Arrests 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Caucasian 

Black 

American 

Indian 

Asian 

Murder 












Sex Offense 

2 

0 










Robbery 












Aggravated Battery 

4 


3 



1 

2 


1 

2 


Battery 

26 


18 



14 

4 

9 

4 

5 


Burglary 

3 

$4010 










Larceny 

33 

$21993 

8 



2 

6 

7 



1 

Motor Vehicle Theft 

5 

$103956 











Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests 

Drug Type 

Amount 

Value 

Marijuana (grams) 

45.5 

$178 

Cocaine (grams) 

5.05 

$425 

Crack Cocaine (grams) 

4 

$380 

Alprazolam / Xanax (pills) 

20.5 

$505 

Oxycodone (pills) 



Oxycontin (pills) 



Crystal Methamphetamines 

4.1 

$350 

Other Narcotics (pills) 




Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

hdan 

Asian 

DUI 

3 



2 

1 

2 


1 


Stolen Property 










Weapons Violation 

1 



1 


1 




Liquor Law Violation 










Miscellaneous 

18 



13 

5 

15 

1 

2 


Drugs (Possession / Sale) 

22 



19 

3 

19 

1 

2 



HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

JULY 2004 
MONTHLY EVENTS 

TO PUT YOUR NAME ON A TICKET LIST 
CALL ROBIN OSCEOLA 954*385-1071 


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thureday Friday Saturday 






1 

2 

MRL VS TPA 

3 

MRL V6 TPA 

4 

MRL VS TPA 

5 

mi VS PIT 

s 

MRL VS P(T 

7 

MRL VS PIT 

5 

CLIFFORD 

A. A. A. 7. ChOP M 

9 

URL VS WYM 

CLIFFORD 
AAA 7:MPM 

10 5 MANIA 

TWAIN GDC 

MRL VE NYM 
CLIFFORD 
AAA, 2PM /5PM 

11 

URL VS WYM 

CLiPPORD AAA 
IPIVU 430PM 

12 

13 

U 

15 

10 

17 

IS 

13 

25 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

25 

MRL VS PHI 

21 

MRL VS PHI 

20 

MADONNA 

ODO 

MRL VS PHI 

29 

MADONNA 

ODC 

MRL VS PHI 

30 

MRL VS MON 

31 

MRL VS MON 


PLEASE CHECK VENUE FOR TIME CHANGES OR CANCELLATIONS 
OFFICE DEPOT 054-53I5-6DDD / AMERICAN AIRLINES 7M-777-1MG / FRO PLAYER 34842 *41<W 



Photo courtest of the Brighton Health Department 


Diabetic Fun Day participants in front of the Museum of Discovery and Science in Ft. Lauderdale. (L-R, 
top row) Beth Skinner, Onnie Osceola, Holly Billie, Mary Johns, Wonder Johns, Bessie Tommie, (L-R, 
bottom row) Agnes Jumper and Barbara Boling. 

Brighton Citizens Enjoy Diabetic Fun Day 

By Holly Billie 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — 

The Brighton Diabetic Fun Day was 
enjoyable and extremely educational. 

Arrangements were made for our group 
to visit the Museum of Discovery and 
Science in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

We had the opportunity to 
spend a lot of time at the Seminole 
exhibit where all the tribal citizens in 
our group recognized the enlarged pho- 
tos on display. Many photos were of 
family members, camps, where they 
spent their childhoods, and pictures of 
historical events important to the 
Seminole people. 

Each group member posed for 
their own picture next to an exhibit 
piece that was meaningful to them. We 
also enjoyed watching an IMAX® movie 
titled “Lewis and Clark: Great Journey 
West.” The movie was also sponsored 
by the Seminole Tribe. 

The activities were followed by 
healthy eating. While dining at 
Subway®, our dietitian, Beth Skinner, 
explained the importance of not grab- 
bing all the low carb foods that are 
being marketed, but to carefully consid- 
er the ingredients of our sandwich 
choices. 

Healthy food choices can be 
made in most restaurants and food spots 
and should not prevent diabetics from 
joining the gang and having fun. 

For more information on 
Diabetic Fun Day, please contact your 
reservation clinic staff. 



Barbara Boling 

(L-R) Onnie Osceola and Agnes Jumper on Diabetic Fun Day. 



Barbara Boling 

Bessie Tommie stands in front of the Museum of Science and Discovery’s Seminole exhibit. 



Criminal Defense 


606 WtS'i SuGahl/mso Hwy, 
CE FW1STQN, Fl QR I DA 


The Law Office of 

Joseph "Jody” m. Hendry, II 

863-98 3-LAWS (5297) 


♦ 

DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic violence 
Family law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 
♦ 
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Ft Pierce Welcomes New Social Worker 


By Holly Billie 

FT. PIERCE — Bom in 

Birmingham, England, Jacqueline Isles is 
now happy to call Florida her home. In 
February of 2004, Isles joined the family 
services staff in the Ft. Pierce office. 

She received her bachelor’s degree 
from Coventry University in England and 
her master’s degree from Webster 
University in Florida. 

“We are so happy to have our own 
social worker,” said Margaret Wilcox and 
Jane Stockton. 

Ft. Pierce not only welcomed Isles 
with open arms, but also her family, who 
recently visited from England. 

“My family came to my graduation 
and many tribal citizens joined us in our 
celebration,” said Isles. “My family 
returned home with the knowledge of how 
happy I am in America and how wonderful 
the Seminole people have been to me.” 

If you would like to visit Isles at 
the family services office, please stop by or 
call her at (772) 467-2454, Ext. 103. The 
office is located at 4150 E. Okeechobee 
Road, across from the old Orange Blossom 
Mall. 



Holly Billie 


Jacqueline Isles is a welcome addition to the Ft. Pierce fami- 
ly services team. 


Anne E. Stephenson Joins the 
Team at Seminole Family Services 



Photo courtesy of the Hollywood family services department 


(L-R) Anne Stephenson and Sandy Murugan at the Hollywood Family Services 
booth. 


By Anne Stephenson 

HOLLY- 
WOOD — Hi every- 
one. My name is 
Anne E. Stephenson. I 
have recently become 
a part of the Seminole 
family services team 
as a counselor. 

Prior to 

being a family coun- 
selor, I was a pre- 
school teacher for 
eight years. I love 
working with children 
and their families. I 
am married and have 
an 8 -year-old daugh- 
ter. I love going to the 
beach, taking bike 
rides, being with my 
family and playing 
with the family 
Labrador retriever 
puppy, Buddy. 

I have more 
than five years of 
experience working 
with children, couples 
and families. 

I taught class- 
es at Florida State University and I was a counselor 
for three years, serving the students and the commu- 
nity in Tallahassee, Fla. 

I have provided supportive counseling and 
parenting education to families with children experi- 
encing behavior problems at home or at school. I 
have also provided supportive guidance to persons 
experiencing problems with self-esteem, family rela- 
tionships, and sexual and physical abuse. 


I hold a master’s degree in social work, with 
a specialization in family social work from Florida 
State University, and I am currently working on a 
doctorate from Florida State University. 

It is an honor to be a part of The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, and I look forward to meeting 
everyone in the community. Please feel free to stop 
by my office with questions or concerns, or call me at 
(954) 964-6338. 


Hollywood Family Services Booth 


By Sandy Murugan and Anne Stephenson 

HOLLYWOOD — On June 1, the 
Hollywood family services team was at it again. The 
Family Services’ outreach booth was set up in the 
auditorium of the Hollywood tribal headquarters 
building focusing on a very serious and important 
subject to the Seminole community: HIV/AIDS and 
teen pregnancy. 

The booth featured a display on HIV/AIDS 
that encouraged tribal citizens to reach out and ask 
questions that they wanted answered about 
HIV/AIDS and teen pregnancy. The family services 
staff provided an informative video about HIV/AIDS 
awareness and handed out information on HIV/AIDS 
and teen pregnancy. 


In addition, the family services staff enjoyed 
having tribal citizens stop by to get information for 
themselves or their family, or to pick up a cool bever- 
age or a piece of fresh fruit. 

Booth participants were interested in the fol- 
lowing two questions about HIV/AIDS: What should 
I know about HIV/AIDS?; and, Is HIV/AIDS educa- 
tion provided in the schools? 

Please stay tuned for next month’s very 
exciting theme, Coping with Life Transitions. We will 
be in the auditorium on July 1 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Please feel free to stop by and join us and pick up a 
free gift. All of the family services staff looks for- 
ward to seeing you. 


In the Mood for Some 
Summertime Fun? 


Submitted by Ed Ventures 

Summertime was made for adventures. 
Although kids want to have fun, parents want them to 
get a little education too. Between swimming, canoe- 
ing, hiking, snorkeling, campfires and recreational 
games, what more could any kid ask for in an adven- 
ture? But did you realize all these activities are also 
teaching youth while they have fun? 

That’s what makes these adventures Ed 
Ventures. With three of our four centers in Florida 
offering Marine and Environmental Ed Ventures, 
you’re youth are sure to find just what they’re looking 
for this summer. These centers provide a unique edu- 
cational opportunity, emphasizing Florida’s ecosys- 
tems. They allow youth not only to learn, but to expe- 
rience Florida’s environments first hand. 

Camp Ocala 

Environmental Ed Venture Week, July 26-30 
(Registration deadline July 9) 

Located in the heart of the Ocala National 


Forest, the Ocala 4-H Center provides a multitude of 
summer activities such as swimming, recreational 
games, arts and crafts, campfires and more. Field 
trips to nearby springs offer fun and learning through 
canoeing and snorkeling. 

With this camp completely surrounded by 
the forest and on the edge of Lake Sellers, environ- 
mental education comes to life. The Nature Center, 
hiking trails, tracking classes, and the gopher tortoise 
colony will educate while entertaining youth. A daily 
snack from the canteen and a summer camp T-shirt 
are included in the camp fees, along with three nutri- 
tious meals per day prepared on site by our certified 
food safety staff. All cabins are air conditioned. 

Campers must be between the ages of 8-14. 
If you are interested in being a camp counselor, and 
are between 15-18-years-old, contact the camp for 
details at (352) 759-2288. 

Cost of camp: $195 per week, if the balance 
is paid by July 9; $220 per week, if the balance paid 
between July 10-26. 


Seminole Tribe Youth Athletic 
League Summer Games 


Submitted by the Big Cypress Recreation 
Department 

Date: Wednesday July 14 
Time: 10 a.m.^t p.m. 

Where: Big Cypress Indian Reservation, ball field 
10 a.m. Opening ceremony 

10:15 a.m.-12 p.m. Punt, pass, and kick 

12 p.m.-l p.m. Lunch 


1 p.m. -2 p.m. 

2 p.m. -3 p.m. 

3 p.m. -4 p.m. 

4 p.m. 

and trophy presentations 


Tug of war 
40-yard dash 
Softball throw 
Closing ceremony, medals 


For further information please contact the Big 
Cypress recreation department at (863) 983-9659. 


What the Seminole Tribal Community 
Should Know About HIV/AIDS 


By Anne Stephenson and Sandy Murugan 

The theme of the family services booth this 
month was HIV/AIDS education. This article is a 
response to the questions of tribal citizens who 
stopped by the booth. 

What is HIV? 

HIV is the acronym for human immunodefi- 
ciency virus, a retrovirus that infects certain white 
blood cells called helper T cells (CD4+ cells). HIV 
infection leads to progressive deterioration of the 
body’s immune system and causes acquired immun- 
odeficiency syndrome, or AIDS. 

What is AIDS? 

AIDS stands for acquired immune deficien- 
cy syndrome. HIV, the human immunodeficiency 
virus, causes AIDS. HIV attacks the immune system, 
the body’s defense against disease. 

How does HIV develop into AIDS? 

Contracting HIV is not the same as having 
AIDS. It usually takes years for the virus to wear 
down a person’s immune system. When this happens, 
all kinds of deadly infections seize the opportunity to 
infect the body. Only at this point-when a person’s 
immune system is weakened enough for these 
“opportunistic” infections to attack-does a person 
have AIDS. 

Does HIV always result in AIDS? 

Without treatment, HIV infection nearly 
always leads to AIDS. How long this 
takes varies from person to person. It 
depends on many factors: age and gen- 
eral health, co-infection with other dis- 
eases, nutrition, genetic makeup, and the 
aggressiveness of the HIV strain with 
which a person is infected. 

Is there a cure for HIV? 

Even with treatment, there is no 
cure for HIV infection. A person with 
the HIV infection will carry the virus for 
the rest of his or her life. This means 
they can infect other people through 
unsafe sex or needle sharing. Anti-HIV 
treatment usually keeps HIV in check 
for a very long time. Treatment isn’t 
easy or cheap. These expensive drugs 
have to be taken every single day for the 
rest of a person’s life. Side effects are 
common. Despite these problems, mod- 
em AIDS therapy keeps most people 
AIDS-free for many years. 

How could I contract HIV? 

There are many ways to con- 
tract HIV. Two of the most common 
methods include: unprotected sex and 
needle sharing, however, there are other 
ways. 

Unprotected sex: This means 
vaginal or anal intercourse without a 
condom or oral sex without a latex bar- 
rier. Oral sex-even without a condom or 
latex barrier-is far less risky than unpro- 
tected vaginal or anal sex. 

Sharing a needle: The most 
common way people contract HIV by 


needle sharing is by injecting dmgs or steroids. There 
have also been a few reported cases in which some- 
one contracts HIV when getting a tattoo or body 
piercing. 

Being born to a mother with HIV: A baby 
can also get HIV from the breast milk of an infected 
woman. 

Blood transfusion: In the 1980s, many peo- 
ple became HIV positive after receiving blood from a 
person with HIV. However, blood donation centers 
now test for HIV, so this is now very unlikely in the 
U.S. and Western Europe. 

How do I find out if I have HIV? 

HIV testing is the only sure way to know 
whether you have HIV infection. People at risk of 
infection should consider getting tested. You can get 
tested at the Seminole Health Clinic, by your doctor, 
or the local health department. 

Will my kids learn about HIV/AIDS in 

school? 

Yes, the Broward County Public School sys- 
tem educates kids, starting in second grade, about 
HIV/AIDS awareness. In elementary school, it is part 
of general health education. HIV/AIDS facts are 
taught in science class in middle school. In high 
school, HIV/AIDS prevention education is included 
in a life management skills class that is required for 
graduation. 


Questions to Ask Your 
Doctor Regarding HIV/AIDS 

By Anne Stephenson and Sandy Murugan 

For people who think they may have been 
exposed to HIV: 

1 . Should I have an HIV test? 

2. How can I protect myself against HIV infection? 

For people who test positive for HIV: 

1. How can I keep from passing my HIV infection to 
others? 

2. Who can help me deal with my feelings? 

3. How much experience do you have treating peo- 
ple with HIV infection? 

4. What do all these medical tests mean? How often 
should I be tested? 

5. Should I start taking anti-HIV drugs? Why? 

6. What side effects can I expect from anti-HIV treat- 
ment? How can you help me deal with these side 
effects? 

7. What symptoms should I be looking out for? 

8. What can I do to improve my immune system? 

Will better nutrition help? 



4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 
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Brighton Students Receive Awards 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Another year has come 
and gone leaving behind lasting memories of the 
passing school year. The Brighton education depart- 
ment is extremely proud of all of their students and 
wishes to recognize the following students on 


award received at their school. Have a great sum- 
mer and keep up the good work! 

Seminole Elementary: 

Participation Award: Kindergarten-Ruben 
Burgess, Michael Garcia, CW Ortiz, Immillakiyo 
Osceola, Donovan Osceola, Yopalakiyo Osceola, 
Kelton Smedley, Donavin Tiger. 

Chief’s Award: First Grade-Deliah 
Carrillo, Larissa Cortez, Lewis Gopher, Anthony 
Johns, Deandre Osceola; Second Grade-Kiylier 
Baker, Dylan Chalfant, Jessi Osceola, Acealyn 
Youngblood; Third Grade-Phillip Jones, Kayla 
Nelson, Janet Smith; Fourth Grade-Tyler 
Harjochee; Fifth Grade-Janae Braswell, Mary 
Johns, Kristina Osceola, Eric Robinson. 

Accelerated Reader: First Grade-Lewis 
Gopher, Rayven Smith. 

Perfect Attendance: Kindergarten- Ashlee 
Gopher; First Grade-Lewis Gopher; Third Grade- 
Wade Micco. 

Math Super Star: Kindergarten-Robert 
Fudge, Ashlee Gopher, Chastity Harmon, Harley 
Johns, Brydgett Koontz, Joshua Madrigal, Lahna 
Sedatol, Jayce Smith, Elizabeth Johns, Trista 
Osceola, Lanie Sedatol, Jerry Smith. 

Scout Award: First Grade-Deveon Jones, 
Brittany Oakes, Royce Osceola, Dezmon Shore, 
Rayven Smith; Second Grade-Dylan Chalfant; 
Third Grade- Jaryaca Baker, Wade Micco; Fourth 
Grade- Stormin Youngblood; Fifth Grade-Ravenne 
Osceola. 

“A” Honor Roll in Reading and Math All 
Year: First Grade-Lewis Gopher, Anthony Johns. 

Terrific Kids: Fourth Grade-Tyler 
Harjochee. 

Student Council: Jessi Osceola, Phillip 
Jones, Kristina Osceola. 

First Indian Baptist Church: 

“A” Honor Roll: Ashton Baxley, Lois 
Billie, Trina Bowers, Marilee Johns, Kalgary Johns 
(all year), Kaley Riley, Marshall Tommie. 

“A/B” Honor Roll: Ashton Baxley, Paul 
Billie, Lois Billie, Trina Bowers, Matthew DeHass, 


Taylor Johns, Marilee Johns, Bo Parker, Kaley 
Riley, Jennifer Tommie, Marshall Tommie. 

Attendance: Ashton Baxley, Lois Billie, 
Missy Huff, Marilee Johns, Justin Osceola, Bo 
Parker, Jennifer Tommie, Marshall Tommie. 

BUG Award: Dalton Bert, Leanna Billie, 
Shanda Cypress, 
Matthew DeHass, Missy 
Huff, Jaron Johns, 

Dayne Johns, Dewell 
Johns, Justin Osceola, 
Jennifer Tommie, 
Marshall Tommie, 
Melody Urbina. 

Kiwanis: 

Cierra Baker, Ashton 
Baxley, Dalton Bert, 
Reese Bert, Damen 
Bert, Paul Billie, Lois 
Billie, Brandon Billie, 
Shaun Billie, Troy 
Billie, Leanna Billie, 
Clint Bowers, Trina 
Bowers, Shanda 
Cypress, Eric Cypress, 
Matthew DeHass, 
Elisabeth DeHass, 
Nathon Gopher, Missy 
Huff, Jaron Johns, 

Dayne Johns, Taylor 
Johns, Dewell Johns, 
Marilee Johns, Kalgary 
Johns, Spawn 
Loudermilk, Amanda 
Madison, Justin 
Osceola, Randel 
Osceola, Samuel 
Osceola, Bo Parker, Clarissa Randolph, Kaley 
Riley, Jennifer Tommie, Marshall Tommie, Dixie 
Tommie, Nikki Urbina, Melody Urbina. 

Semester Honor Roll: Lois Billie, Kalgary 
Johns. School Spirit: Kalgary Johns. 

South Elementary: 

Desiree Snow: four Terrific Kids personal 
best, two reading Eagle pins, music award, student 
of the month. 

McKayla Snow: Terrific Kid, two write-on 
computer time, two music, two completing on the 
job. 

Central Elementary: 

Alicia Nunez: President of the United 
States 2004 Education Award for Outstanding 
Academic Excellence, all year honor roll, math 
achievement award, outstanding leadership and 
service award for student council, perfect atten- 
dance, merit award for safety patrol, talent show 
award. 

Stevie Brantley: All year honor roll, math 
achievement award, talent show award, student 
council award, panther pals award, citizenship 
award certificate of achievement for outstanding 
writing performance. 

Moore Haven Elementary: 

Courtney Gore: All year honor roll. 

Kailin Brown: President of the United 
States 2004 Education Award for Outstanding 
Academic Excellence, top reader award in acceler- 
ated reading program, all year honor roll, math 
award. 

Lakeview Christian School: 

Talon Youngman: Certificate of achieve- 
ment in reading and Bible. 

St. Joseph Catholic School: 

Quinnton Tiger: Honor roll, good citizen- 
ship. 

Joshua Tiger: Citizenship award, handwrit- 
ing award, reading award, math/spelling award. 
Osceola Middle School: 

Shelby Huff: Principal’s Award. 



Tampa Students Linda Jane Henry and 
Keith Mitchell Simmons n Graduate 



By Andrea Holata 

TAMPA — On June 15, community mem- 
bers, family and friends gathered in the ballroom of 
the Tampa Hard 
Rock Hotel & 

Casino to celebrate 
Linda Jane Henry 
and Keith Mitchell 
Simmons IPs high 
school graduation. 

Henry is 
the daughter of 
Richard and 
Colleen Henry of 
Tampa and 
Simmons is the son 
of Keith and Myra 
Simmons of 
Brandon, Fla. 

The night 
started off with 
everyone treated to 
a delicious bar- 
beque style buffet 
prepared by the 
Hard Rock staff. 

Afterwards, Tampa 


Liaison Richard Henry, and Brighton Council 
Representative Roger Smith praised Henry and 
Simmons on all their accomplishments and reward- 
ed them with gifts. 

Although 
Louise Gopher, 
Brighton education 
director, could not 
make it, Emma 
Brown was there 
to read a letter 
from Gopher that 
commended the 
graduates on their 
hard work and 
encouraged them 
to further their 
education. 

The night 
ended with every- 
one enjoying cake 
while listening to 
music and playing 
games. 

Congratulations 
graduates on a job 
well done! 


Traci Santiago 

Proud graduates (L-R) Linda Jane Henry and Keith 
Mitchell Simmons II. 


Tampa Community Congratulates Linda Jane 
Henry and Keith Mitchell Simmons II 


By Danny Santiago, Education Department 
Assistant 

TAMPA — Congratulations go out to 
Linda Jane Henry and Keith Mitchell Simmons II 
for graduating high school. 


Linda Jane plans on traveling and getting 
into the photography field. Mitchell plans on 
enrolling into college to further his education. 
Here’s wishing them both well. 


Incentive Award Notice 

The Brighton Incentive Awards Program will be held on Friday September 17, at 
10:30 a.m. outside of the Brighton education department (weather permitting). This is the 
first teacher’s workday of the 2004-2005 school year for Okeechobee County. Lunch will 
be served immediately following the program. If you have any questions, feel free to con- 
tact the education department at (863) 763-3572. 



Photo courtesy of Emma Brown 

Brighton Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) members attended the school board meeting to honor 
Okeechobee County’s School Superintendent Phobe Raulerson. (L-R, front row) Robbie Billie, Nancy 
Shore, Jenny Shore, Alice Sweat, Louise Gopher, Shelly Walker, (L-R, back row) Charlotte Burgess, 

Yvonne Calhoun, Superintendent Phobe Raulerson and Emma Brown. 


Brighton PAC Honors Superintendent Raulerson 


By Emma Brown 

OKEECHOBEE, FL — On Tuesday June 
8, Director of Education Louise Gopher, Brighton 
Education Advisor Emma Brown and members of the 
Brighton Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) attended 
an Okeechobee County School Board meeting. They 
attended this meeting on behalf of Superintendent 
Phoebe Raulerson who will be retiring from the 
Okeechobee County School system on June 30. 

Superintendent Raulerson has had more than 
30 years of service with the Okeechobee County 
school system as a teacher, principal and superinten- 
dent. Raulerson has been very instrumental in the 
welfare of Seminole students attending the 
Okeechobee County School system. She has always 
supported the tribe 1 00 percent and was an integral 
component to the implementation of the Brighton 
Pull-Out program. 

Not only has she been a support line to the 
tribe’s education department, but she has also become 
a special friend to many students and parents of the 


Brighton Community. Brighton Education Advisor 
Emma Brown, presented Superintendent Raulerson 
with a letter from Chairman Mitchell Cypress com- 
mending her for her valuable support to the students 
of the Brighton Community. 

Brown also presented Raulerson with a gold 
tribal emblem medallion on behalf of the chairman’s 
office. Education Director Louise Gopher spoke to 
the audience about the years of support Raulerson has 
given to the parents and students of Brighton and how 
she has been an invaluable part of student and the 
education’s department success for many years. 

On behalf of the Brighton PAC, Gopher pre- 
sented the superintendent with a trip to Hawaii. This 
gift was purchased by the Brighton PAC with money 
earned through parent fundraising. Superintendent 
Raulerson was left speechless by the appreciation of 
the education department and members of the 
Brighton PAC committee, and we only hope that we 
were able to give back a little of what she has given 
to our students during the past three years. 


Battiest Children 
Graduate from 
Kindergarten 

By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On May 28, Coral 
and Turquoise Battiest graduated from kinder- 
garten at Hollywood Christian School in 
Hollywood. They are now ready to enter first 
grade next year. 

Big brother Spencer Battiest will enter 
eighth grade next year at Hollywood Christian as 
well. Congratulations to the Battiest children; keep 
up the great work! 



Oliver Wareham 

Mom Kim Willie with graduate Jackie Willie. 



Oliver Wareham 

Spencer Battiest stands behind his two younger sisters, 
Turquoise (left) and Coral. 


Jackie Willie Graduates 
Kindergarten 

By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — Jackie Willie graduated 
from kindergarten at Hollywood Christian School. The 
five-year-old is excited to enter first grade in the fall. 
Congratulations Jackie! 
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❖ Boxing 

Continued from page 1 

1 0-round heavyweight battle 
between Ramon Garbey from 
Miami, Fla. 17-3 (6 KOs) and 
Kendrick Releford from Fort 
Worth, Texas 9-4-1 (5 KOs). 

The highlight of the 
match was when Garbey took 
many hard punches from 
Releford during the fifth round 
and just stood still, no reacted 
movement, making the crowd get 
louder and louder in cheers, try- 
ing to motivate Garbey to snap 
out of it. Garbey somehow man- 
aged to make a comeback by the 
end of the round. Still, Releford 
beat Garbey by a unanimous 
decision. 

In other bouts, Julius 
Long from Michigan 10-5 (10 
KOs) defeated Nicolay Popov 
from Ekaterinburg, Russia 12-0 
(6 KOs) by technical knockout in 
the sixth round. 

What was scheduled to 
be a four round match, quickly 
ended on the first round as 
Warrior’s welterweight Kili Scott 
Madrid, from Maui, Hawaii easi- 


ly defeated Tomas Subiul from 
Miami, Fla., by TKO, despite the 
intense verbal threats the two 
fighters exchanged during the 
weigh in. 

Last but not least, 
Colombia’s Juan Urango 12-0 
(10 KOs) defeated Russia’s 
Sergey Sorokin 15-0-1(10 KOs) 
by unanimous decision. Sorokin 
showed much resistance, taking 
all six rounds of Urango ’s stiff 
punches, getting knocked down 
in the third round. By defeating 
Sorokin, Urango managed to 
keep his undefeated record intact. 

Peter Kahn, director of 
marketing and public relations 
for Warrior’s Boxing Promotions 
commented that he was extreme- 
ly pleased that there was a sold 
out crowd, and that the live 
broadcast reached over 90 mil- 
lion households, making this a 
huge success. 

“Is great exposure for 
Warrior’s and The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida,” said Kahn, 
“The Hard Rock did a first class 
job and we’re looking forward to 
the arena being completed [at the 
Hard Rock] to accommodate all 
the fans." 


Adelsa Williams 

Dale Brown (left) defeated Robert Daniels in the main 
event match. 


Adelsa Williams 


Adelsa Williams 


As soon as the bell rang, Juan Urango (left) and Sergey Sorokin 
came out swinging from their respective corners. 


Miami Dolphins’ defensive end Jason Taylor (left) stops for 
a quick picture with tribal citizen Eugenia Osceola. 


Bowling Results from the Seminole 
Tribe’s Fifth Annual Sports Festival 


Submitted by Big Cypress Recreation 

Men’s Singles 

1. Parker Jones, 737; 2. Leon 
Wilcox Jr., 652; 3. Marcy Osceola, 623; 4. 
Matthew Thomas, 619; 5. Andre Jumper, 
609. 

Pernell Bert, 608; Kevin 
Tommie, 605; John Madrigal, 605; Alvin 
Buster, 596; Blake Osceola, 595; Merle 
Billie, 594; Duane Jones, 593; Moses 
Osceola, 570; Elbert Snow, 566; Elton 
Shore, 564; Emery Fish, 561; Bobby 
Frank, 532; David Jumper, 526; Amos 
Billie, 523; Jerome Davis, 517; Floyd 
Evans, 515; Neil Baxley, 509; Roger 
Smith, 480; Danny Jones, 478. 

Women’s Singles 

1. Mary Wilcox, 597; 2. Mahala 
Madrigal, 583; 3. Wendi Juarez, 574; 4. 
Patricia Wilcox, 543; 5. Diane Smith, 521, 
Salina Dorgan, 521. 

Stacy Jones, 519; Alfreda 
Muskett, 507; Mary Tigertail, 507; 

Erin Buster, 503; Gaylene 
Evans, 500; Rosetta 
Bowers, 500; Sherri 
Jumper, 492; Amanda 
Smith, 489; Myra 
Jumper, 482; Terri 
Frank, 481; Trisha 
Osceola, 474; 

Alma Johns, 466; 

Monica Johns, 

454; Rose Jones, 

450; Joyce Jumper, 

397; Farrah Jones, 

396. 

Men’s Doubles 

1 . Justin Osceola 
and Alvin Buster, 1299; 2. 

Kevin Tommie and Merle Billie, 

1298; 3. Alvin Buster and Andre Jumper, 
1287; 4. Kevin Tommie and Leon Wilcox, 
1274; 5. Issiah Billie and Amos Billie, 
1241. 

Elton Shore and John Madrigal, 
1239; Roger Smith and Marcy Osceola, 
1210; Derrick Thomas and John 
Madrigal, 1189; Roger Smith and Marcy 
Osceola, 1188; Parker Jones and Danny 
Jones, 1167; Neil Baxley and Merle 
Billie, 1165; Leon Wilcox and Jerome 
Davis, 1126; Amos Billie and Elbert 
Snow, 1049; Amos Billie and Andre 
Jumper, 1010. 

Women’s Doubles 

1 . Mary Wilcox and Patricia 
Wilcox, 1134; 2. Trisha Osceola and Mary 
Osceola, 1131; 3. Mary Tigertail and 
Myra Jumper, 1019; 4. Trisha Osceola 
and Diane Smith, 1004; 5. Wendi Juarez 
and Salina Dorgan, 998. 

Sherri Jumper and Alfreda 
Muskett, 981; Erin Buster and Denise 


Billie, 939; Sherri Jumper and Erin 
Buster, 929; Mahala Madrigal and 
Amanda Smith, 980. 

Mixed Doubles-Teams of two 

1 . Patricia Wilcox and Blake 
Osceola, 1223; 2. Alfreda Muskett and 
Amos Billie, 1166; 3. Jacki Thompson 
and Andre Jumper, 1161; 4. Mahala 
Madrigal and John Madrigal, 1149; 5. 
Mary Wilcox and Kevin Tommie, 1144. 

Trisha Osceola and Mary 
Osceola, 1131; Alma Johns and David 
Jumper, 1123; Mary Osceola and Jimmie 
Osceola, 1103; Mary Tigertail and Delwin 
McCowan, 1103; Moses Osceola and 
Mary Jo Micco, 1101; Stacy Jones and 
Duane Jones, 1090; Leon Wilcox and 
Rosetta Bowers, 1080; Diane Smith and 
Roger Smith, 1072; Erin Buster and Alvin 
Buster, 1065; Patricia Wilcox and Kevin 
Tommie, 1064; Alfreda Muskett and 
Moses Billie, 1064; May dell Osceola and 
Eric Osceola, 1060; Monica Johns and 
Emery Fish, 1056; Terry Frank and 
Bobby Frank, 1033; Delwin 
McCowan and Rosetta 
Bowers, 1003; Denise 
Billie and Terri Frank, 
1000; Joyce Jumper 
and Archie Johns, 
987; Gaylene 
Evans and Floyd 
Evans, 942; Farrah 
Johns and Elton 
Shore, 921; Mary 
Jo Micco and 
Parker Jones, 918. 
Mixed Doubles 
-Teams of four 
1 . Mary Wilcox, Patricia 
Wilcox, Kevin Tommie and 
Blake Osceola, 2483; 2. Mahala 
Madrigal, John Madrigal, Amanda Smith 
and Matthew Thomas, 2311; 3. Alvin 
Buster, Erin Buster, Sherri Jumper and 
Amos Billie, 2178; 4. Monica Johns, 
Joyce Jumper, Emery Fish and Alvin 
Buster, 2177; 5. Jackie Thompson, Stacy 
Jones, Duane Jones and Andre Jumper, 
2171. 

Erin Buster, Alvin Buster, 

Alfreda Muskett and Amos Billie, 2161; 
Diane Smith, Terry Hahn, Neil Baxley 
and Pernell Bert, 2102; Amos Billie, 
Denise Billie, Jerry Balentine and Terry 
Frank, 2079; Maydell Osceola, Mary G. 
Osceola, Eric Osceola and Jimmie 
Osceola, 2047; Terri Frank, Bobby Frank, 
Mary Jo Micco and Merle Billie, 2008; 
Rose Jones, Parker Jones, Farrah Jones 
and Elton Shore, 1976; Amanda Smith, 
Farrah Jones, Matthew Thomas and Elton 
Shore, 1953; Trisha Osceola, Diane 
Smith, Roger Smith and Marcy Osceola, 
1859. 
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Felix DoBosz 


Coach Terry Tartsha (left) awards the game ball to Cameron Osceola, 


Seminole T-Ball All-Stars play 
in Hollywood Tournament 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Saturday 
June 12, the Seminole T-Ball All-Stars 
played like all- stars, defeating Hallandale 
T-Ball, 34-10. Now it was time to take on 
the vaunted Driftwood All- Stars. 
Unfortunately, they defeated the Seminole 
team, 15-2 in the fourth inning. 

Seminole T-Ball All-Stars Coach 
Terry Tartsah yelled encouraging words to 
his little ball players as they struggled to 
beat the Driftwood T-ball team at Walnut 
Creek baseball field on Monday June 14. 
The All- Stars tried as hard as they could 
as their family members and friends 
yelled out to them to play harder and get 
some hits. 

Coach Terry tried his best to get 
the little players set-up on the T-ball to 
knock in some runs, but the Driftwood 
all-star team was really playing well, and 
it was getting harder for the youngsters to 
catch up in the later innings. 

Brady Latchford had on a big 
black catcher’s mask that seemed to swal- 
low up his entire head. He turned to his 
mother from behind the plate and asked; 
“Can I get some more lollipops?” 

“C’mon now, watch the ball and 
hit it,” said Coach Terry to his players. 
“You've got to run now and hustle, you 
hear!” as another ball cracked into the 
outfield for a hit. 

If a team scores seven runs or 
more in one inning, they switch sides 


automatically to give the other team a 
chance to bat, that’s what the Driftwood 
All-stars were doing to the Seminole T- 
ball All-Stars. 

Nick DeHass scored a run, fol- 
lowed by another double play to end the 
quick rally in the sixth inning. Cameron 
Osceola hit one straight out to deep center 
and got the home crowd fans on their feet 
screaming for more hits. It was too little 
too late for the young slugger’s as they 
game came to a merciful conclusion at the 
end of the seventh inning. The final score 
was Driftwood All-Star team 30, 

Seminole T-Ball All-Stars 11. 

“A few of the best hitters and 
fielders were not here today and it kind of 
hurt our team, but we play again tomor- 
row,” Coach Terry said. “The new 20- 
game season starts in September, with the 
same great bunch of kids.” 

At the end of the game, the little 
ball players lined up against the fence and 
listened to the coach, as he gave them a 
little pep talk and tossed out a few game 
balls to the most outstanding players of 
this game. 

Congratulations to all the T-ball 
players for a great season. A special 
thanks goes out to Coach Terry Tartsah 
and his assistant coaches, who spend so 
much of their valuable personal time 
teaching these youngsters the great sport 
of baseball and good sportsmanship. 



Adelsa Williams 

Cornelia Osceola placed in the senior women’s category during this tournament. 


Sports Festival Golf Tournament 


By Adelsa Williams 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL — 

The 2004 Sports Festival Golf 
Tournament was held at the Raintree Golf 
Resort in Pembroke Pines during 
Memorial Day weekend. 

Seminole teams and native 
golfers from other tribes enjoyed two days 
of play under an ardent 102 degree South 
Florida summer weather, at the popular 1 8 
hole course. 

Keeping pace with the group in 
front, each player played his or her own 
ball out on holes 1-9 and scrambles for 
holes 10-18. 

On both days, golfers breezed 
into the Hiatus Room at the resort to cool 
off and enjoy a hearty meal during the 
awards ceremony, coordinated by Stan 
Frischman, Big Cypress recreation depart- 
ment director. 

“Players come out to win and 
they play for fun too,” said Frischman, 
“They also get to play catch up with old 
friends.” 

Shirlee Aylor, Big Cypress golf 
instructor assisted Frischman as they raf- 
fled golf items. Many took home a new 
set of golf balls, new visors, umbrellas, 
golf bags, while other lucky winners won 
a new set of golf clubs. 

Congratulations to all who placed. The 
winners are listed below. 

Sunday May 30 
Longest Drive 

Ladies: Melissa De Mayo; Senior 
Men: Ernest Riley; Men: Max Tommie. 
Closest to the Pin 

Senior Ladies: Holes 4, 6, 8 
Terry Hahn; Ladies: 6, 13, 15 Melissa 


DeMayo; Senior Men: Holes 4, 6 Del 
Riley, 8 Rock Locust, 13 George 
Grasshopper, 15 Max Osceola Jr., 17 Del 
Riley; Men: Holes 4, 6 Steve Tooshkenig, 
8 Charles Frye, 13 Curtis Osceola, 15 
John Madrigal, 17 Kyle Doney. 

Team Standings 

1 . Ron Whaler and Kendall 
Whaler, 2. Henry Whaler and Dwayne 
Whaler, 3. Jason Tommie and Maxie 
Tommie, 4. James Soap and Lee 
Springwater, 6. Charlie Cypress and 
George Grasshopper. 

Monday May 31 
Longest Drive 

Ladies: Jackie Thompson; Senior 
Men: Ernest Riley, Men: James Soap. 
Closest to the Pin 

Senior Ladies: Hole 4 Cornelia 
Osceola, 6, 8, 13, 15 Terry Hahn; Ladies: 
4 Pauletta Bowers, 6, 13 Linda Tommie, 
15 Terry Hahn, 17 Kasey Baker; Senior 
Men: 6 Frank Kaseca, 8, 15 Rock Locust, 
17 Del Riley; Men: 4 Max Tommie, 6 
Josh Harrison, 8 Steve Tooshkenig, 13 
Jeremy Harrison, 15 Charlie Cypress, 17 
Kendall Whaler. 

Team Standings 

1 . Jeremy Harrison, Terry 
Tartsah, Frank Kaseca, Linda Tommie, 2. 
Del Riley, Kyle Doney, Kerry Whaler, 
Jackie Thompson, 3. Charlie Cypress, 
Charles Frye, Keeno King, Loretta Micco, 
4. James Soap, Steve Osceola, Maxie 
Tommie, 5. Ron Whaler, S. 

Hummingbird, Vincent Micco, Joe 
Kippenberger, 6. Steve Tooshkenig, Rock 
Locust, Bosco Whaler, Pauletta Bowers, 

7. Mitch Osceola, Ernest Riley, Bradley 
Whaler, Jason Nicholson. 


Large Turnout for USET Golf Tournament 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On June 13, the United South and 
Eastern Tribes, Inc. (USET) Golf Tournament was held at the 
Emerald Hills Country Club, located in Hollywood. Many of the 
golfers participating were here 
in South Florida attending the 
USET Semi-Annual Meeting at 
the new Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. 

Sixty-two golfers tack- 
led the beautifully groomed fair- 
ways, enduring hot, humid con- 
ditions, but thoroughly enjoyed 
playing on one of Broward 
County's best golf courses. The 
prestigious Emerald Hill 
Country Club has been used as 
the host site for the Doral and 
The Honda Qualifier’s, not to 
mention the U.S. Amateur 
Qualifier as well. 

The event, which was 
sponsored by The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, was well 
organized by golf enthusiast 
Mitchell Osceola. Osceola 
recently graduated with honors 
from the Golf Academy of the 
South in Altamonte Springs, 

Fla., just north of Orlando. 

“I'm very pleased with 
the big turnout today,” said 
Osceola. “Emerald Hills is one 
of the best golf courses here in 
Broward County.” 

Although Osceola 
enjoys playing on some of the 
most prestigious golf courses 
here in Florida, he aspires to 
head a Seminole-owned golf 
course. 

“My goal is for the 
tribe to purchase a golf course 
somewhere in the Hollywood 
area,” said Osceola. “It would 
have to be an existing course 
because there's little room to 
build a new one.” 

The event was open to 
all Seminole tribal citizens, their 
spouses, and employees of the 
Seminole Tribe. All entry fees were waved, courtesy of 
Hollywood Council Representative Max Osceola Jr. 

The four-man blind draw tournament allowed golfers in 
each foursome to play the “best ball.” Not only does this better 
the total scores after 1 8 holes, but also speeds up play. 

David Osceola, manager of the new Sho-Naa-Bish 
House recovery facility in Ft. Lauderdale, was looking forward 
to playing in the tournament. 

“This is a terrific course; I'm glad to be part of the tour- 
nament today,” said David. 

Max Osceola Jr. was looking forward to playing, espe- 
cially since he has greatly improved his golf game. 

“I've lowered my golf handicap from 25 to 18,” Osceola 
said. “And I'm still improving!” 


Starting off on the third hole par three, Osceola showed 
just how much he has improved. He placed his tee shot just a 
few feet from the pin, and finished up with a par. 

It was feast or famine for the golfers on the sixth hole 
par three, which was surrounded 
by water. Using an eight iron, 
Charles Frye hit a beautiful tee 
shot, landing just a few feet from 
the hole. Unfortunately, Pete 
Russo's shot came up a tad short, 
hitting the wooden barrier just 
below the green and landed in 
the water. 

Tiffany Cheuvront, 
bureau information officer with 
USET, enjoyed spending some 
casual time on the links with 
Seminole leaders. 

“Events like this help 
bring many of the USET partici- 
pants together,” Cheuvront said. 

After everyone finished 
up on the golf course, there was 
an awards ceremony. Mitchell 
Osceola thanked everyone for 
coming out and hoped they had a 
great time. 

Here are the results of 
the USET Golf Tournament: 

Closest to the pin: Hole 
3: men: Jeremy Harrison; senior 
men: Max Osceola Jr.; women: 
none; senior women: none. Hole 
6: men: Ron Looman; senior 
men: Lawrence Osceola; women: 
Dorian Lange; senior women: 
Cornelia Osceola. Hole 14: men: 
Marcy Osceola; senior men: 
Hayward Bell; women: Jackie 
Thompson; senior women: none. 
Hole 17: men: Matt Altvater; 
senior men: Max Osceola Jr.; 
women: Linda Tommie; senior 
women: Cornelia Osceola. 

Closest to the line: 
men: Cicero Osceola; senior 
men: Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper; 
women: Dorian Lange; Senior 
Women: Cornelia Osceola. 

Longest Drive: Men: 
Jeremy Harrison; Senior Men: Bo 
Young; Women: Pauletta Bowers; senior women: Cornelia 
Osceola. 

Team Standings: 1. (63 - won tiebreaker): Hayward 
Bell, Marshall Sampson, Jeremy Harrison, Dale Riley; 1. (63): 
Ron Looman, Cicero Osceola, Loretta Micco, Randy Noka; 3. 
(64): Alexander Nicholas, Bo Young, Maxie Tommie, Marcy 
Osceola; 4. (65): Charlie Frye, Pete Russo, Tiffany Cheuvront, 
Ernest Riley; 5. (67): John Madrigal, Linda Tommie, Josh 
Harrison, Bobby Frank; 6. (67): Joe Kippenberger, Harry 
Kennedy III, Allen Huff, Jeremy Bowers; 7. (67): Charlie 
Cypress, Larry Haley, Cornelia Osceola, Mitch Osceola; Most 
Honest (75): Joseph Socobasin, David Osceola, Paulette Bowers, 
Eric Wilcox. 



Michael Kelly 


Tiffany Cheuvront avoids the water hazard on this diffi- 
cult par 3 hole. 


First Annual Ike ‘Hot Dogg’ Jumper 
Memorial Basketball Tournament Held 




By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — The First 
Annual Ike “Hot Dogg” Jumper All- 
Indian Memorial Basketball Tournament 
got off to a roaring start on Friday night, 

June 11th, at the Hollywood Seminole 
gym. There was a large crowd of tribal 
citizens and friends who gathered together 
to enjoy the sports competition and honor 
Ike “Hot Dogg” Jumper who passed away 
tragically last year. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
addressed the friendly crowd and said this 
about Ike, “He was my nephew and he 
loved basketball; he was a good boy.” 

Rosetta Jumper, Ike’s mother, 
was very pleased with the first annual 
basketball tournament named after her 
son. She said, “When Ike was about three- 
years-old they wanted to give him a little 
nickname. One of my nieces yelled down 
the hallway, why don’t you call him ‘Hot 
Dogg’? Everyone laughed, but we all 
liked that name and it stuck.” 

Perry Arkeketa, a close family 
friend who lived with Ike and his mother 

said, “He was like a son to me. We used 

to play ball together,” he remembers “we 

would play three-pointer games. He was 

the best kid you could ever want and I miss him, we were good 

friends mostly.” 

At the gamekeeper’s table were two framed color eight- 
by-ten photos of Ike ‘Hot Dogg’ Jumper that his proud mother 
Rosetta showed to everyone who was there. She said, “I’m glad 
everybody came out and enjoyed playing ball, Choctaw’s from 
Mississippi and Ponca’s from Oklahoma are here also participat- 
ing, and I hope everyone had a good time. Free T-shirts of the 
event were given out to everyone in attendance. Sonny’s Famous 
Hoagies catered the tournament and provided their delicious 
food. 


Felix DoBosz 


Tony Heard (right) played stifling defense for the Canes basketball team. 


announced before the games started, “I’m glad everyone remem- 


bered him, thanks for coming out . . .game on! 


Big Cypress Council Representative David Cypress 


Felix DoBosz 

Ike “Hott Dog” Jumper’s mother, Rosetta Jumper (left, bottom row), 
with Outlaw Women, the women’s first place champions trying on new 
championship jackets. 


He shouted to all the crowd of basketball fans as they 
applauded the opening festivities. The games finally got under- 
way after the honorary speeches, with the women’s teams play- 
ing on the court first. The games consisted of two-20 minute 
halves. 

There were five teams of women competing, and five 
teams of men in this basketball competition with double elimina- 
tion. The teams played well into Friday night and continued the 
competition again on the following day Saturday June 12th, into 
the early evening. The Lady Seminoles basketball team battled 
the Miccosukee Outlaw Women for first place in a heated game 
that kept going back and forth. The Seminole Lady’s 
came up short at the end of the final buzzer, losing by 
only two points, 43-41. The Canes won the men’s com- 
petition by beating out the NDN Cru. 

Tournament results are as follows: 

Men’s Division: B.C. Recreation (Big Cypress), White 
Eagle (Ponca City, OK), Canes, South Central 
(Miccosukee), NDN Cru (Mississippi) First place: 
Canesl; Second Place: NDN Cru. 

Women’s Division: Hollywood (Hollywood), Outlaw 
Women (Miccosukee), The CUZ (Hollywood), 
Miccosukee (Miccosukee), Lady Seminoles 
(Hollywood). First place: Outlaw Women; Second 
place: Lady Seminoles. 

Contest Winners: 

Free-Throw: Senior Men’s Division, Clifton Huggins; 
Senior Women’s Division, Starr Ferguson; Adult Men’s 
Division, Harry Kennedy; Adult Women’s Division, 
Chantel. 

Three-Point: Senior Men’s Division, Clifton Huggins, 
five baskets; Senior Women’s Division, Cassandra 
Osceola, three baskets; Adult Men’s Division, Amos 
Huggins, six baskets; Adult Women’s Division, 
Mercedes Osceola, six baskets. 

All the first place winners received big cash 
prizes and beautiful warm-up jackets. 

Congratulations to the all the winners of the First 
Annual Ike “Hot Dogg” Jumper Memorial Basketball 
Tournament. 
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Felix DoBosz 


Archers lined up at the precision target shooting competition. 


❖ Archery 

Continued from page 1 

really enjoy this sports event together.” 

Tribal citizen Joel Frank Sr. scored a perfect 
12 points on target number six, a 3-D form three foot 
alligator, now, that was a bulls-eye. 

Frank said happily, “I really enjoy shooting 
outdoors and meeting new and interesting people; 
everyone here has a good time with the camaraderie. . . 
for a fun day of competition.” 

These archers were competing along with 
about two-dozen other competitors in shooting 15 dif- 
ferent 3-D form target animals. The targets are made 
of tough rubberized foam to resemble many animals 
such as deer, bears, leopards, and alligators. Coach 
Waterhouse has been teaching the fine skills of 
archery to the tribe for the past three years, along 
with his assistant coach, Steve Young. 

“It takes an awful lot of practice, sometimes 
as much as 10 hours per week,” said Waterhouse. 
“Mimicking the hunting experience; it’s more of a 
challenge when using a bow and arrow.” 

According to Waterhouse, there are different 
kinds of bows used in this competition, some ranging 
in price from $300 to more than $800, and that’s not 
counting all the accessories, such as sight scopes and 
weight stabilizers that attach to the customized bows. 
This can easily escalate costs to several hundred dol- 
lars or more depending on design and construction 
materials. 

Of course you need to have specialized 


arrows, some made of light synthetic carbon com- 
pounds or milled aluminum with target tips. These 
arrows range in prices from $ 1 5 each to more than 
$50. Depending on quality, arrows can be re-used 
many times over a period of time before having to be 
replaced. 

From 19 yards away each archer takes a turn 
to shoot, and figures out their score by how close to 
the inner ring the arrow hits. A points award system 
consists of 12 points for a bulls-eye, the outer rings 
are 10, 8, 5 and 0 points for a miss. Each archer got 
1 5 targets and two rounds to shoot, so a perfect score 
for the 3-D form course competition would be 360 
points. 

It was getting really hot, muggy and buggy on 
the 3-D course as the warm morning sun gave way to 
the afternoon heat wave. Archers were sometimes 
lucky to find those graceful oak trees with draping 
Spanish moss offering a little shade from those power- 
ful Florida sunshine rays as our archers continued to 
focus in on the road to gold. 

The scores were finally tallied up at the con- 
clusion of the tournament. Each one of the competitors 
representing the Seminole Tribe of Florida won a gold 
medal in their respective category. Congratulations to 
all the winners that participated in this year’s Florida 
Sunshine games in archery. 

There will be another archery competition in 
Orlando later in October. See you next year in 2005, 
when the games will be held in Broward County. A 
special thanks to Coach Steve Young for his assistance 
in with this story. 



Felix DoBosz Felix DoBosz 

Casey McCall (left) and fellow archers check their aim on. Wanda Bowers (left) and Don Osceola tally their scores on the 3-D course. 




OUCH! Casey McCall hit this bear target below the belt during 
the archery tournament. 


Basketball Highlights from the 25th Sunshine State Games 


By Felix DoBosz 

TALLAHASSEE, FL — For the first time 
in a decade, the 2004 Sunshine State Games were 
held this year in the Tallahassee area with more than 
5,000 amateur athletes competing in 23 sports. 
Florida’s only Olympic-style sports festival, the 
Sunshine State Games is a part of the National 
Congress of State Games that boasts competition in 
more than 40 sports. 

Governor Jeb Bush R-FL said in a press 
release, “The Sunshine State Games provide Florida’s 
amateur athletes with the ideal opportunity to partici- 
pate in a wide array of events while promoting 
sportsmanship, fitness, and the spirit of competition.” 

Young Seminole citizens competed in the 
state basketball games held from June 1 8-20 at 
Tallahassee Community College Sports Complex and 
nearby Amos R Godby High School. The three 
Seminole basketball teams consisted of a 1 0 and 
younger team from Big Cypress, a boy’s and girl’s 
team, both from Hollywood, and both in the 14 and 
younger age division. 

The girl's team played their first game 
against Small Town Hoops. These Lake City, Fla. 
girls seemed taller and older than most of the girls on 
the Hollywood Seminole team, but it didn’t seem to 
hinder the team’s ability to come together and physi- 
cally dominate their opponents. 

Thanks to inspired coaching from Tony 
Heard and Lila Osceola, the team managed to push 
themselves to the limit. Some girls on this team were 
as young as 10-years-old. At halftime, the score was 
24-12, with the Seminoles in the lead. 

Seminole Krystle Young, was fouled and 


shaken up at the beginning of the third period, but 
later went back onto the court after a short rest on the 
bench. The girls continued to romp on their Small 
Town Hoops opponents, and by the end of the third 
period, the score was a lopsided 31-15, in favor of the 
Seminoles. 

The other team fouled the smaller players 
unmercifully, but the young girls showed they had the 
skills and spirit needed to win this exciting basketball 
game. The Seminole team kept up a relentless 
defense marked by brilliant and consistent steals to 
the continued delight and shouts from their fans 
watching in the stands. 

Player Amy Osceola was fouled, jammed 
and slammed to the court floor, in the fourth period 
and suffered a bruised knee. The game concluded 
with the Seminoles winning the game 50-20. 
Unfortunately, their luck did not carry over the fol- 
lowing day as they were defeated by more competi- 
tive teams. 

The boy’s 14 and younger team also met a 
similar fate. They valiantly tried to win a medal, but 
continued to struggle in their games against highly 
skilled players that seemed to out perform them at 
every turn. 

On the brighter side, the Big Cypress team 
won the gold medal in their respective age group by 
smashing their opponent easily in a lopsided victory, 
Seminole 46, Orlando Nuggets 10. They were 
coached by Eddie Redd and assistant Jeremiah Hall, 
who gave the youngsters a great deal of time to prac- 
tice and perform to the highest level. 

Congratulations to all our winners and par- 
ticipants in this year’s Florida Sunshine Games. 




Felix DoBosz 


Kenny Bayon 

Coach Eddie Redd (back row, center) and Assistant Coach Jeremiah Hall (right, back row) with the Big 
Cypress 10 and younger team. The team won gold medals during the 25th Sunshine State Games. 



Coaches Tony Heard and Lila Osceola (both pictured in the back row with red shirts) and the girls 

14 and younger team from Hollywood. Seminole star player Courtney Osceola brings the ball up the court. 
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YOUR FORD GIANT OFFfeRS THE 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEED! 

* Seminole / Miccosukee Special * 
Up to $8500 Discos ©si lalect Models 


mm THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARB-TO-FIND FSSQ’S! 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service . Weekday & Saturday hours 

■ Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians . Ff)rd Qua | ity p arts 


• 12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor . Courtesy shuttle Hours 

* Convenient Location 


8655 Pines BlvdL • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 


( 954 ) 443-7000 

Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com! 
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For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at (954) 967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, drug screening is a requirement for employment. 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


HOLLYWOOD 
Position: Budget Analyst 
Department: Accounting 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Accountant 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-5-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard (Summer, Temporary) 
Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour 

Position: Research Clerk 
Department: Tribal Clerk’s Office 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $23,920 annually with benefits 

Position: Administrative Assistant 
Department: Eligibility and Utilization, Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Secretary II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Procurement Coordinator/Estimator 

Department: Housing 

Position Opens: 4-19-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $33,176 annually with benefits 

Position: Courier 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour, with benefits 

Position: Buyer 
Department: Purchasing 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: A/P Data Entry Clerk 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lead Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Nutritionist 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 1-12-04 
Position Closes: 1-26-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Fixed Asset Accountant 

Department: Accounting 

Position Opens: 12-22-03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $30,000-$37,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Surveillance Manager 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Transfer Station Operator Trainee (2) 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 


Position: Counselor II (3) 

Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

BIG CYPRESS 

Position: Tour Guide 
Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10-13-03 
Position Closes: 10-27-03 
Salary: $7. 50/hour, with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T and P/T 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Environ Health Facilities Management 
Representative 

Department: Environmental Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Art/Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Water Sampler 
Department: Water Resources 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Media Specialist 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits. 

Position: Patient Services Coordinator 

Department: Health 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Elem. Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $48,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant to Tribal Historic Preservation Office 

Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Elementary Education Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Police Department Jobs 


Position: Police Officer 
Starting Salary: $39,591 
Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, Immokalee 
Police Officer position available. Must already have 
his/her certification. Needs to be a citizen or have 
alien resident card, 19 years or older, with a high 
school diploma or GED. Shift work. Benefits include 
PPO health insurance, life insurance, 40 IK, take 
home car program, clothing allowance. If you are 
interested, please call (954) 967-8900. 

Position: Police Dispatchers 
Starting salary: $29,693 
Location: Big Cypress 

Applicants need to be a U.S. citizen, or have an alien 
resident card, be 1 9 years or older, and have a high 
school diploma or GED. This position is shift work. 
Tribal citizens are preferred, but not required. If you 
are interested, please call (954) 967-8900. 


Emergency Services Jobs 

Position: Fire Inspector/Public Education Specialist 
Location: Big Cypress and other reservations 
Salary: $38,000 (negotiable), with benefits 


Responsibilities include: Fire safety inspec- 
tions of fire suppression and notification systems, new 
construction, existing occupancies and hazardous 
material sites. Manage Hazardous Material Program. 
Provide presentations on fire safety to educate the 
public and employees of the tribe. Accept other duties 
as required. Essential for satisfactory performance are: 
good communication skills (verbal and written), the 
ability to work with the public in a courteous manner, 
the ability to work in a “self-directed” environment, a 
working knowledge of the National Fire Protection 
Agency’s Life Safety Code, State Building Codes 
including the rules and regulations of the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office and the ability to research and com- 
prehend technical material. Ability to travel between 
all reservations (statewide) is mandatory. 

Minimum Qualifications: Current State of 
Florida Fire Inspector Certification, experience con- 
ducting Fire Inspections and working with the public. 

Preference will be given to candidates pos- 
sessing State of Florida Firefighter Certification, rele- 
vant college degrees and certifications plus extensive 
Fire inspection/public education experience. 

Other Requirements: high dchool diploma, valid 
Florida Driver’s License, Ability to pass an extensive 
background investigation and drug screen. 



Position: Middle School Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position Opens: 5-3-2004 
Position Closes: when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Food Prep, and Service Assoc. 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-27-03 
Position Closes: 11-10-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 11-3-03 
Position Closes: when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T and P/T 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

BRIGHTON 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 1-5-04 
Position Closes: 1-19-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $48,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard, FT 
Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard, PT 
Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 5-4-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour 

Position: Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $ 17/hour, with benefits 

Position: Distribution/Collection System Crew Leader 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $40,000 annually with benefits 


Position: Head Teacher and Certified Head Teacher 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 4-26-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Tag Clerk, P/T 
Department: Tribal Field Office 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $1 1.50/hour 

Position: Teacher Aide 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 4-19-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits and education 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

COCONUT CREEK 
Position: Surveillance Specialist (2) 

Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 5-3-2004 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

IMMOKALEE 
Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher I 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 11-24-03 

Position Closes: 12-08-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Distribution/Collection System Crew Leader 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $40,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist/Health Educator 
Department: Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

TAMPA 

Position: Surveillance Technician 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lead Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 


South Florida Institute 
of Sports Medicine® 
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Important 

When submitting a birthday, baby, or marriage announcement, 
you must include the names of both parents, grandparents, 
and/or other family members. Also, please use the actual name 
of the person you are referring to. Include your address so we 
can mail your photos back to you. Thank you. 


Announcements ❖ Ahaaheeke ❖ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 


Graduates 


Anniversary 


Get at the Meaning 

Earthward, no joy 
Biter words only 
Sore and scarred, 

No gold in yourself 
Too tragic to 
Love the night 
Seems an end of life 
Seemed pleasant once 
Wasn’t though 
As night merely 
Rode lies, dark 
Catastrophe! 

Imperfect wing, 

Where is light and sky? 

Broken without breaking 
Only a night more, listen, 

To never touch dismay, 

Like madness 
Just a shamed wing 
In ungentle life, 

Uttering, rustling faint 
Uttering no flowers 
Throw down, plummet, 

An abyss in distance, 

Shattering like glass, 

There is now, yet 
Get at the meaning 

— Elgin Jumper 
May 2004 


Thank You 


Big Cypress and Immokalee 4-H mem- 
bers, 

I appreciate all the thank you 
cards and letters that I received from you 
all. It's good to see so many children par- 
ticipate in the 4-H program. I hope to see 
you again at the next 4-H Show & Sale. 

Thank you, 

Richard Bowers, B.C. rock min- 
ing program director 


Happy 5 birthday Zachary Gopher! We 

are proud of you, and love you very 
much! 

Love, 

Mom (Denise Vander Molen), 
Dad (Craig Gopher) and Shyla 


We would like to wish Maya 
Smith a happy 2nd birthday on June 26. 
We love you so much and best wishes. 
Lrom, 

Dad, Mom, Victoria, Corrina, 
and John 


Poems 


Poems Can Sing 

Your poems can sing lovely, 
Lovely words of feeling, 

And experience, 

That may give voice 
To lyrical heaven, 

Bringing us back joyous life. 

A bird in an open window 
On a glorious morning, 
Composing most beautifully, 
Bringing sunshine, 

Bringing sunshine. 

— Elgin Jumper 
May 2004 


To our daughter, grand- 
daughter, and niece, Kailin 
Brown: You have completed your 
first year of a great journey with 
top honors as an accelerated read- 
er, and as a recipient of the 
President's Academic Excellence 
Award. It isn’t just kindergarten; it 
is a great and successful begin- 
ning to the rest of your life. 

Stay proud of who you 
are, where you come from, and 
remember those stars that you 
admire so much on clear nights 
are worth reaching for. Your fami- 
ly will always be here to support 
you. You are our joy and we love 
you. 

Mama (Emma Brown), 
Daddy, Papa Timmy, Nanny, 
Uncle Aggie, Aunt Leelee, 
Granny and Pawpaw. 


We would like to wish our mom 
and dad, Joe and Claudia Olivarez, a 
happy 10th anniversary. We love you! 
Love, 

“Boy” and Catie “Bug” 


Congratulations 


Congratulations Jazmine 
Melendez for graduating from the 
fifth grade, scoring high on the 
FCAT test and placing in the gifted 
program. Keep up the good work in 
middle school! 

Love you lots!!! 

Mom, Grandma Gladys, 
your sister Nina and Cousin 
Jeffrey. 


Jessica 

Billie graduated 
May 8, 2004 from 
Indian River College 
with an A. A. degree. 
Jessica belongs to 
the Deer Clan, is the 
daughter of Jessie 
and Lillie Billie, and 
Howard and 
Virginia. 

Love you 
from all of us, 

The Billie 

family 


Happy 18th birthday, and con- 
gratulations on graduating high school. 
Grasshopper (Trina Marie Bowers), 

you have done well and made me proud. 

I wish you the best of everything and all 
the success that life presents. I truly 
admire the beautiful, smart young woman 
that you have become. Remember it’s the 
smart choices you make that will make 
all the difference on your life’s course. 

I love you very much, baby girl, 
Aunt “Glo” 


We would like to wish Savannah 
Alyzabeth RedBone-Osceola a happy 
5th birthday on July 16. 

From, 

Lyle Zakkary RedBone- 
Osceola, and Phalyn and JoJo Osceola, 

and all her family in Florida and 
Oklahoma 


AIDTAC Looking to Provide 
Employment Opportunities 


The American Indian Disability 
Technical Assistance Center (AIDTAC) 
provides referral services, training, 
information and technical services to 
tribal governments, tribal agencies, 
urban Indian centers and nontribal 
employment agencies nationwide. 
AIDTAC ’s focus is improving employ- 
ment opportunities for American Indians 
and Alaska Natives (AI/AN) with dis- 
abilities by providing culturally appro- 
priate technical assistance. 

The AI/AN rate of disability is 
an unbelievable 23 percent, which is the 
highest rate of disability across all age 
ranges for any of the population groups 
in the U.S. 

In general AI/AN living on or 
off reservations face a bleak outlook on 
the possibility of employment. High 
rates of unemployment on or near many 
of the reservation and Alaska Native vil- 
lages can be as high as 80 percent. The 
average level of unemployment of all 
reservations and villages is 43 percent. 

This population with physical 
and/or mental disabilities confronts 
enormous barriers to employment. The 
employment rate is higher for an urban 
AI/AN with a disability however the 
urban AI/AN also faces many cultural 
and social barriers. Many of the nontrib- 
al agencies that provide pre-employ- 
ment and employment services to the 
AI/AN with disabilities are not cultural- 
ly appropriate. Cultural differences may 
be a factor in the underutilization of 
vocational rehabilitation programs by 
potential AI/AN clients. 

AIDTAC provides training, 


technical assistance and cultural sensi- 
tivity for nontribal agencies, Native 
American reservations, urban Indian 
centers and Alaska Native villages. 
AIDTAC is also a source for relevant 
and current information, referrals for 
employment opportunities and resources 
on disability among AI/AN. 

AIDTAC offers the Tribal 
Disability Actualization Process 
(TDAP) as a model that enables tribes 
to construct their own mechanisms for 
meeting the challenge of disability 
issues. TDAP enables tribes to develop 
culturally appropriate disability employ- 
ment policies and programs in a manner 
that respects tribal sovereignty and cul- 
tural diversity. The tribe as consumer 
chooses the means of implementation. 

TDAP assists AI/AN tribes to 
recognize the service needs of people 
with disabilities and to consider options 
for providing employment opportuni- 
ties. In addition TDAP enhances the 
ability of tribal members with disabili- 
ties to participate in the policy-making 
process, the design of service delivery 
systems and the allocation of resources 
and services. 

AIDTAC is funded by a coop- 
erative agreement (#H235K000002) 
from the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Rehabilitation Services 
Administration which enables the pro- 
gram to offer its services free of charge. 

For more information on AID- 
TAC, contact John Giefer at (866) 424- 
3822, e-mail 

jgiefer@ruralinstitute.umt.edu, or visit 
http : //aidtac .ruralinstitute .umt.edu. 


Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
Seeks Native American Participants 


Do you know anyone deserv- 
ing a completely remodeled home? 
ABC television is looking to remodel 
the home of a Native American family 
for its popular show, Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition. 

If you or someone you know 
has a home on a reservation that is 
between 1,200 to 2,000 square feet, 
with a decent- sized yard, contact the 
casting department by July 14, 2004. 

The National American Indian 
Housing Council (NAIHC) has held 
discussions with the casting crew of 
ABC’s Extreme Makeover: Home 
Edition and urges tribal citizens to 
apply. They’re looking for a compelling 
and unique story about your family and 
your housing situation. Please include a 


picture of your family and your home to 
go along with the narrative. The show 
would like to do an episode-either this 
season or in the future-about a Native 
American family and their home, 
preferably in the Southern California, 
New Mexico, Nevada or Arizona area, 
although you may submit applications 
from outside of that region, as they plan 
to expand their locations later. 

You can find an application at 
www.abc.go.com. You may also contact 
Lock & Key Productions, c/o Casting, 
P.O. Box 38670, Los Angeles, CA 
90038. 

The deadline to apply for the 
show is July 14, 2004. Contact NAIHCs 
communications department for more 
information at, (202) 789-1754. 


Answers to Questions About 
Social Security 


By Ginny Jordan, Public Affairs 
Specialist-Social Security 
Administration 

The earliest age at which you 
can get Social Security retirement bene- 
fits is still 62, even for people who 
must be older than 65 to qualify for full 
retirement benefits. 

Divorced individuals can be 
entitled to spousal benefits if the mar- 
riage lasted more than 10 years. If you 
are due more money as a divorced wife 


on your ex-husband’s Social Security 
record, we can supplement your retire- 
ment check with the higher benefits 
based on his earnings record. 

Call (800) 772-1213 to make 
an appointment to file for divorced 
wife’s benefits. Doing so will not affect 
the benefit your ex-husband receives 
from Social Security. You can also call 
Ginny Jordan at (954) 630-3231, Ext. 
7035 with further questions. 


BC National Preserve Announces 
Seasonal Off-Road Vehicle Closure 


Submitted by National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS — Acting 
Superintendent Carol A. Clark 
announced today that Big Cypress 
National Preserve will close to all off- 
road vehicle (ORV) use for a sixty-day 
period beginning Monday June 14. The 
Recreational Off-Road Vehicle 
Management Plan calls for a sixty-day 
seasonal closure to allow a period free 
from resource pressures related to ORV 
use. 

The ORV closure within Big 


Cypress National Preserve was first 
instituted in 2002. This year, the closure 
is scheduled for Monday June 
14-Thursday August 12, with trails re- 
opening on Friday August 13. This clo- 
sure does not apply to landowners that 
hold special use permits to access their 
private properties through the preserve. 

Clark said, “Motorized travel 
in the Preserve is minimal at this time 
of year, therefore the closure will incon- 
venience very few people and will ben- 
efit the resources.” 


Recruitment of Native American 
Students for Graduate School 


The University of Arizona is 
pleased to invite prospective Native 
American graduate students to apply for 
admission and financial support to earn 
a master’s and/or doctoral degrees in 
one of 62 graduate programs offered by 
the University of Arizona in science, 
engineering, mathematics and agricul- 
tural fields. 

The University of Arizona- 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Partnership 
is designed to address the national need 
for academically prepared Native 
Americans who can help spur economic 


development in their communities and 
reservations and occupy leadership 
positions in colleges and universities, 
government and the corporate world. 
The website explaining the program can 
be found at 

http://grad.arizona.edu/multi/sloanna/slo 

anindex.php. 

For more information, please 
contact Donna Treloar, Senior Program 
Coordinator Sloan Native American 
Fellowship Program, University of 
Arizona, (520) 621-7808 or 
dtreloar@grad. arizona.edu. 


Train for Space Exploration 


KENNEDY SPACE CEN- 
TER, FL — Camp Kennedy Space 
Center (KSC) offers children an out-of- 
this-world experience to explore space 
as never before. 

Campers will discover life as 
an astronaut from space flight training 
on realistic motion-based space simula- 
tors by performing a simulated space 
shuttle mission and by meeting a real 
astronaut. The discovery continues as 
they launch rockets, investigate space 


travel to the moon and mars, and design 
space exploration vehicles and habitats. 

Camp KSC is designed for 
children entering second through ninth 
grade. Five-day sessions are held week- 
ly beginning June 7 and running 
through August 13. Tuition is $260 per 
child per session, with discounts avail- 
able for multi-child households. 

For more information and reg- 
istration details, call (321) 449-4444 or 
visit www.KennedySpaceCenter.com. 
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Wanda Bowers 

USET President Keller George (center) presented a $10,000 check to Roger Paul (left) 
and Chief Brenda Commander (right). 


was The Virtual Interpretive Classroom, 
created by Conrod Associates 
Communications, L.L.C. Conrod worked 
with the Ahfachkee students and the late 


and Native American tribes. The 
Notification System is a website where 
tribes can register to be notified of pro- 
posed tower constructions. The website 
address is http://wireless.fcc.gov/out- 


reach/notification/. 

A presentation by Preserve 
America started the afternoon session. 
Preserve America is a government created 
program that recognizes and offers finan- 
cial assistance to communities who 
maintain their cultural and natural her- 
itage. As part of the program, Preserve 
America works with the History 
Channel’s Save Our History to create 
an educational brochure specifically 
for teachers and volunteers to motivate 
the youth to become involved. 

This program has been uti- 
lized in 26 states. The White Mountain 
Apache Tribe is the most recent recipi- 
ent of Preserve America. 

The meeting for the day 
ended with a tour of the Seminole 
Hollywood reservation. That evening, 

The Seminole Tribe hosted a reception 
for USET at the hotel. 

Day three started on a some- 
what confrontational note. During the 
update from the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS), an issue 
was brought to their attention. It seems 
that when HHS issued bio-terrorism 
preparedness grants to each state, they 
did not allocate funds for Native 
American tribes. 

These grants assist in prepar- 
ing for a biological threat. A biolog- 
ical attack is the deliberate release 
of germs or other biological sub- 
stances that can make someone sick. 
Some Biological agents, such as 
anthrax, do not cause contagious 
diseases. Others, like the smallpox 
virus, can result in diseases you can 
catch from other people. For more 
information, please visit 
www.ready.gov. Though the issue was 
not resolved, it was established that the 
tribes should contact the state to 
receive funding against bio-terrorism. 

After the HHS briefing, Indian 
Health Service gave update from the 
regional and national perspective. The 
morning session ended with a presenta- 
tion by Suzanne Davis about the 
Seminole Diabetes Program. Davis 
described the various events the tribe 
sponsors, such as the Rez Rally, bikes 
for seniors and the Mitchell Cypress 
Trail of Fitness. She then introduced 
Chairman Cypress, who spoke candidly 
about his battle to control diabetes and 
weight control. 

The presentation concluded 
with a five minute film titled Health 
Heroes, which was a mixture of dia- 
betes and health information and had 
photographs of several tribal citizens. 

“I’d like to thank communica- 
tions for all the work they do for the 
program,” said Davis. “I’d also like to 
thank information systems and broadcast- 
ing.” 

Starting the afternoon session 
was a briefing from the National Indian 
Child Welfare Association. Following the 


briefing was a presentation of the Four 
Winds program at the Jackson Academy. 

The Four Winds program is an 
“inter-tribal treatment program” for 
Native American males between the ages 


of 8 and 18. This program is specifically 
for Native Americans because it offers 
several traditional activities, such as sweat 
lodge, dance ceremonies, bead work and 
regalia making. 

The Jackson Academy is located 
in Dickson, Tenn., their web address is 
www.jacksonacademy.com and their 
phone number is (615) 446-3900. 

The final subject for the day was 
the Native American Graves Protection 
and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA). 
Conducted by the U.S. Department of the 
Interior and National Park Service, the 
meeting was initially considered a consul- 
tation on 43 CFR 10.7 of NAGPRA. 

The consultation was stopped 
when several board members voiced their 
discontent. They felt that Native American 
voices were left out of the drafting 
process and they also felt they were being 
bombarded with the consultation. 

After much discussion the board 
voted to continue the presentation on the 
understanding that the meeting is for 
informational purposes and not an official 
consultation. The board requested for 
NAGPRA to schedule a consultation with 
the Culture and Heritage Committee for 
the USET meeting in October. 

The last day of the conference 


began with the committees briefing the 
board on the outcome of the conference. 

During the Health Committee 
report, Porch Creek Chairman Eddie 
Tullis complimented the Seminole Health 


Photo courtesy of Wanda Bowers 


Department. 

“The Seminole diabetes program 
was on the most outstanding presentations 
the board has seen throughout this confer- 
ence” said Tullis. 

Eric Wilcox, of the 

Transportation Committee said, “I wish to 
personally thank the [Seminole] tribe, 
especially Susie Kippenberger of the 
Utilities Department and Billie Swamp 
Safari. They did a wonderful job.” 

Following the committee reports 
the board then voted on several resolu- 
tions. 

Board President Keller George 
then presented Roger Paul and the 
Healing Our Nations Through Our Youth 
program with a check for $10,000 from 
Native Education Health Incentive 
(NEHI). The Cherokee tribe also made a 
matching donation. 

The conference concluded with 
USET President George’s following state- 
ment. 

“Thank you to The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida for the transportation 
they’ve provided throughout the confer- 
ence. It was just such a great week. Thank 
you to Jim Shore and to Chairman 
Cypress, give them a big round of 
applause.” 


Former Miami Dolphin Kim Bokamper (center) with Jo North (left) and Wanda 
Bowers (right) at the USET conference. 


❖ USET 

Continued from page 1 

the board of directors. 

The first day of the meeting 
started with briefings. At lunch, the USET 
board and committees attended the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the new 
youth facility for the Boys & Girls Club 
of The Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

The conference then continued 
with several updates including an update 
on Feonard Peltier’s legal case. Peltier’s 
attorney, Barry Bachrach of Bowditch & 
Dewey, spoke for Peltier. Bachrach pre- 
sented the board with a drum that Peltier 
had made especially for USET. 

Peltier wrote a seven page state- 
ment which was handed out to the board. 
The statement details his legal struggle. In 
it, he confronts the rumors that his art- 
work is being sold for thousands of dol- 
lars and asks for help, not just from 
USET, but from anyone who can help. 

To learn more about Feonard 
Peltier’s case, or to donate money, please 
visit www.freepeltier.org. To see a copy of 
the full statement, please stop by the com- 
munications department in the Hollywood 
headquarters, or call (954) 967-3416. 

Another interesting presentation 


Billy Cypress to create this program. 

The program itself is a virtual 
tour of artifacts and also offers commen- 
tary from Native Americans about the 
artifact and its meaning. The Ahfachkee 
students were taught about how a virtual 
tour is created and they participated in the 
process. 

This program will be used in 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the 
American Indian as an interactive exhibit. 

The morning session of day two 
began with a presentation by Navajo race 
car driver Cory Witherill and Team 
Diabetes. The Seminole Tribe hosted a 
visit from Witherill and Team Diabetes in 
December 2003. 

Witherill explained the program 
to the USET board and shared details of 
upcoming events. He also brought his 
actual race car which was parked at the 
Seminole Hard Rock entrance for the day. 

Another interesting item on the 
agenda was the Federal Communications 
Commission Tower Construction 
Notification System. In February 2004, 
USET and the FCC signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
in regards to the construction of cell tow- 
ers on tribal land. The MOU was created 
to protect sacred sites and to create an 
understanding between tower companies 


Native American Women 
in Agriculture Hold 
Advisory Board Meeting 


© 2004 Indian AgLink ; Reprinted with permission 

By Janie Simms Hipp, J.D., LL.M., Assistant 
Professor of Agricultural Law, University of 
Arkansas 

TULSA, OK — The first meeting of the 
Native American Women in Agriculture Advisory 
Board was held in Tulsa, Okla. on April 6-7. 

This new project was covered in a story in 
the most recent edition of Indian AgLink. The project 
is funded by United States Department of 
Agriculture’s Cooperative State Research, Education, 
and Extension Service, and is a three year effort to 
create strong and vital links among women involved 
in agricultural enterprises and small businesses in 
rural communities throughout Indian Country. 

The Intertribal Agricultural Council is an 
early member of the board as are representatives 
from the Seminole Nation of Florida, the Choctaw 
Nation of Oklahoma, the Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma, the Navajo Nation. Additional advisory 
board members will be added to the group as the 
project progresses. 

The group made early efforts to identify the 
diverse yet similar needs of Native American women 
in agriculture and small business. The group dis- 
cussed goals for the project; how to identify the 
needs of Native American women in agriculture and 
small business and discussed creation of a detailed 
risk management guide that will provide more in- 
depth information on the risks faced by women in 
agriculture and small business. Creation of a website 
for those who can access the internet will provide an 
additional outlet for information as will working 
with individual tribal governments, tribal councils 
and intertribal groups. 


Advisory board members considered the 
following early needs: 

•accessing sources of credit for farming and 
small business enterprises, 

•financial planning and training, 

•legal issue identification and training, 
•identifying ways to improve land owner- 
ship problems, 

•estate planning and land transfer chal- 
lenges, 

•improving training for new farmers and 
creating new ways to involve youth in agriculture, 
and 

•addressing and offering resources for 
improving women’s skills in juggling work, farming 
and home life. Among the early projects for the 
group is sponsorship of a youth writing competition. 
The subject of the writing competition is: Native 
American Women in Agriculture: Our Past, Our 
Present, and Our Future. 

There will be five prize award winners who 
will receive an expense-paid trip to the November 
IAC Annual Symposium hosted by The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. Details of the competition were 
approved and broadly disseminated in May, and 
entries will be accepted by mid-September. 

The advisory body for this project will con- 
tinue to expand over time. If you have an interest in 
participating as a planning group or advisory board 
member, please contact Vicki Bends at Vicki@i-a-c- 
online.com, or e-mail Janie Hipp at the University of 
Arkansas at, jhipp@uark.edu. Look for future stories 
in Indian AgLink on the work of this important 
group. 



Photo courtesy of Indian AgLink. Reprinted with permission. 


Native American Women in Agriculture advisory board meeting attendees. (L-R, back row) Angie 
Drewes (Cherokee Nation), Vicki Bends (IAC), Janie Hipp (University of Arkansas), Sue Phillips 
(Choctaw Nation), Stacy Riley (NRCS & Women’s Program Manager-Oklahoma), Marion Simon 
(Kentucky State University-Regional Risk Management), Steve Swogger (Cherokee Nation Ag 
Liaison), Billy Bailey (Choctaw Nation Ag Liaison), (L-R, front row) Polly Hayes (The Seminole Tribe 
of Florida), Jennie Popp (University of Arkansas), Jeannie Banally (Navajo Nation & Extension Indian 
Reservation Program). 
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Continued from page 1 


youth a taste of what it was like for their native 
ancestors. 

The young warriors in training included 
Robert C. North Jr., Catlin Jim, Damon “Leon” 
Pewo, Neko Osceola, Catherine Jumper, and Nick 
Jumper. The whole group learned about cooking 
with a Dutch oven, fly fishing, rafting on the rapids, 
hiking, setting up camp, writing skills and coping 
without technology. 

The youth were exposed to the ancestral 
Nez Perce sacred lands where they learned the 
importance of respecting the old Indian camps and 
places of worship. Each of the youth participants 
was asked to contribute skills for the benefit of the 
overall group. Herbert Jim, out of respect for the 
ancestral Nez Perce people, conducted several cere- 
monies. Jim spoke in the Miccosukee language 
while teaching the youth about Seminole history, 
legends, basic medicines and stories. 

All of the youth responded well to all of 
the daily challenges presented to them. They caught 
several fish on each day of the journey down the 
Snake River. Although most of them were thrown 
back in the river, many of the bigger fish were 
saved to augment the evening’s dinner. 

Each morning the entire camp would wake 
up with the sun and spend time in prayer, thanking 


Ultimate Warrior Challenge participants enjoy the scenery on their 
trip to Snake River, Idaho. 


God for the beautiful day, and further asking 
for protection for the day’s journey. 

A few of the older youth were able 
to master the art of kayaking, captain the 
“oar boat” and learn basic river navigational 
skills. On the fourth day, one of the 
crewmembers caught a seven- foot long stur- 
geon. The sturgeon’s existence dates back to 
prehistoric time and is a real privilege to 
look at. The sturgeon was also released back 
in the water; the guides guessed that this 
particular sturgeon was approximately 30- 
years-old and had not gained its full length. 

Several hiking trips were made 
along the course of the river trip to sites 
where ancient people painted or etched pet- 
roglyphs and pictorgraphs. The youth 
learned basic ecology, geology, and geogra- 
phy, and were encouraged to write in their 
journals daily. 

The total course of the river trip 
was 79 miles, and took five days to com- 
plete. Because of the remoteness of this trip 
in Western-Central Idaho, the Seminole 
youth could concentrate on all of the teach- 
ings and experience remote camping while 
respecting the forces and gifts of nature that 
God has created. 

In a relatively short period of time, 
the participating Seminole youth learned 
basic survival skills physically, mentally and 
spiritually. The youth 
learned to respect the 
necessity of following the _ 
rules of the river for basic 
survival. The adult participants 
on the trip shared countless sto- 
ries and knowledge to encour- 
age the youth to follow their 
dreams and aspirations. 

On the second to the 
last day a special ceremony 
was conducted by Jim to honor 
the great Nez Perce Chief 
Joseph. The youth learned how 
Chief Joseph was forced to flee 
from his homelands while the 
U.S. Army perused him to try 
to make him stay on a reserva- 
tion. Chief Joseph lost many of 
his people and livestock in the 
process of fleeing from the 
U.S. Army. 

Many thanks go out to 
all the sponsors for this trip; 
Max B. Osceola Jr., Hollywood 
Council Representative and 
Chairman of the Boys & Girls 
Club of The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, David DeHass, 
Hollywood Board 
Representative, Joel M. Frank 
and staff for the proposal writ- 
ing and funding from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, Eagle 
Security Group, Inc., South 
Florida Institute of Sports 
Medicine and CloudNorth, Inc. 

From the hearts of 
many, good job, and well done 
to the youth, staff, outfitter and 
our council and board represen- 
tatives. 




Herbert Jim 


Nick Jumper reflects on his trip down the meandering Snake River. 


Herbert Jim 


Herbert Jim 


Viewed from above, the Snake River is an unforgettable outdoor experience. 
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As a Native American, I respect your 
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please call for a free, confidential 
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your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
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499 N.W. 7(1 Ave. Suite 106., Plantation. Florida 3331 


The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be 
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you free written in thrum linn about our qualifications and experience. 
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Florida Folk Festival on the Suwannee River 


Seminole 
Participants Offer 
Visitors Cultural 
Demonstrations 




Rhonda Roff 

(L-R) Stetson Kennedy, folklorist, author and investigative historian 
with folk music legend Arlo Gutherie. 


By Rhonda Roff and Peggy 
Osceola 

WHITE SPRINGS, FL 

— The lovely wooded banks of 
the Suwannee River at Stephen 
Foster State Park set the backdrop 
for the Florida Folk Festival on 
Memorial Day weekend again this 
year. Even the relentless heat 
could not dampen the melodic 
tunes of banjos, fiddles, guitars, 
voice and good old foot-stomping 
one would hear while strolling the 
gently rolling park lawns. 

Dance was the theme for 
this, the 52 annual festival, which 
included local, national and inter- 
national representation. Jon Kay, 
the festival director, felt that “the 
dance theme has a world connec- 
tion,” and added that music 
encourages a greater diversity of festival goers. Folk 
dancers from as far away as Kenya enthralled audi- 
ences, and then mingled with crowds for the remain- 
ing hours. 

Commenting on another feature of the festi- 
val, one of which he seemed very proud, Kay said, 
“The Sacred Steel Convention brought church goers 
nationwide.” 

Sadly, this will be Kay’s last year as director. 
He has accepted the director of traditional arts posi- 
tion at Indiana University. 

Musical performances by such well known 
artists as Arlo Guthrie, John McCutcheon and Vassar 
Clements drew large, even more mainstream, audi- 


ences to the outdoor amphitheatre on Saturday and 
Sunday evening. Earlier one afternoon Guthrie pro- 
vided, as he termed it, moral support, for a story 
telling and question and answer hour with Stetson 
Kennedy, the legendary human rights activist and 
political writer who ran for Florida state senator in 
the 1950s. 

The two gave new meaning to the word 
humble as they invited children younger than 12 to sit 
down in the front of the crowded tent, then answered 
questions from adults and children with equal respect 
and dignity. 

During what has now become a beloved fes- 
tival tradition, children and adults danced as they 
paraded through the 
grounds, dressed in their 
home-made wild species 
costumes to the acoustic 
rhythm of Dale Crider’s 
strumming. Crider is a 
retired wildlife biologist 
and educator who contin- 
ues to affect those around 
him with a passion for 
nature. The procession ends 
each day down by the 
riverside where the birds, 
insects and mammals 
anoint themselves ceremo- 
niously, some still dancing, 
with the tannin-steeped 
water of the peaceful 
Suwannee River. 

Traditional 

crafters gave workshops 
and sold their wares. The 
food was not only fresh 
and wholesome, but repre- 
sented local and interna- 
tional cultures as well. 


Rhonda Roff 

Representatives from the Seminole Tribe demonstrated traditional dances, 
among other things, at the festival. 




Some of Florida’s oldest culinary tradition could 
be sampled at the Seminole Camp. 

The floating aroma of fresh bread kept 
heads turning and searching in the direction of 
the cooking chickee demonstrations. Jennifer 
Chadwick, Cherelee Hall and Patsy Billie gave 
out free samples of fry bread and sofkee; a beau- 
tiful and colorful beading demonstration was 
provided by Martha Jones, and an exquisite bas- 
ket demonstration by Agnes Cypress. 

Uniquely dressed in Seminole fashion, 

Jenny Shore offered visitors a doll demonstra- 
tion, while Addie Osceola showed off intricately 
designed Seminole patchwork. Victor Billie 
skillfully presented a wood carving demonstra- 
tion followed by a dug out canoe carving by 
Charles Hires Billie as a reminder of days gone 
by. 

The CowBone Band, composed of Paul 
Buster Sr., Paul “Chunky” Buster, Ira Buster and 
Paul Hoolihan sang country and Western tunes 
as musicians and storytellers gathered at the 
Chickee-chobee Performance Stage. Connie 
Gowen provided Seminole arts and crafts for 
visitors to purchase as a souvenir at the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum. Jean Amritt and Peggy Osceola 
gave out brochures and information about 
Seminole tourism enterprises on the Big Cypress 
reservation. 

Two new cultural demonstrations were 
added to go with this year’s dance theme. One, 
Cherelee Hall, the reigning Seminole Princess, 
demonstrated how to make Seminole stomp 
dance can shakers in the folk arts tents. She was 
among the various White Springs, Fla. crafters who 
learned their skills from their families or communities 
and continue the tradition as a way of honoring their 
heritage. 

Second, new this year was the Seminole 
Stomp dancers: Linda Beletso, Lorraine Posada, 
Eugene Roberts, Ira Buster and Daisy Buster, lead by 


Rhonda Roff 


Victor Billie showed off his wood carving skills at the 
Florida Folk festival. 


Victor Billie. What a colorful sight they were dancing 
and winding their way in and out and all around the 
chickees with singing and whoops echoing among the 
trees! 

In the quiet, tree- shaded Ee-toh-lit-kee 
Seminole Indian Family camp, visitors often com- 
mented on how this area was the coolest place in the 
whole park as breezes blew through the thatched 
roofs of the chickees. 

On Saturday night, at the 
featured dance performances in the 
Amphitheatre, in memory of the 
late Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Executive 
Director, Billy Cypress, the 
Seminole camp presented Jon Kay 
a Seminole jacket as a gift of their 
enjoyable working relationship 
through the years. 

The chickees for the Ee- 
to-lit-kee Seminole Indian Family 
camp were built in 1985. Each 
year the Seminole people come to 
the Festival to share their tradi- 
tions and demonstrate their crafts. 
The Seminole Family Camp was 
created to serve as a base for the 
interpretation of Seminole tradi- 
tional crafts, arts, and foods. The 
camp was developed through a 
generous gift from The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. Members of the 
tribe built the chickees and 
arranged them like a traditional 
family camp. 


Rhonda Roff 


The Masai tribe African dancers came all the way from Kenya. 
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Trishana Storm Bravely 
Creates a New Path 



Iretta Tiger 

Trishana Storm takes a break between classes at Miami-Dade College. 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Meet Trishana Storm. She is the 
daughter of Thomas Storm Sr. 
and the late Linda Gail Dean. 

Storm is the first Seminole to 
formally study funeral services 
and embalming. 

After the initial shock of this 
information, realize that it is 
not a reckless or rebellious 
decision, but a calling that blos- 
somed in high school. 

“I had a human anato- 
my and physiology class in 
high school. It got me real 
interested because I did some 
studies on the human body,” 
she said. “Instead of animals, I 
decided I wanted to work with 
dead people. It was just inter- 
esting.” 

Storm won first place 
in the school’s science fair proj- 
ect and went on to the regional 
competition, but a biology class 
dissection really drew her towards the deceased. 

From there, Storm asked her teachers about colleges 
and only two names came up, Lynn University and 
Miami-Dade College’s North Campus. She chose the 
W.L. Philbrick School of Funeral Sciences at Miami- 
Dade College. 

Storm enjoys all the classes the course has 
offered and looks forward to the more hands on 
classes next semester, like restorative arts and 
embalming. She said going to school is a form of 
sanctuary. 

Even though she has very supportive family, 
friends and co-workers, Storm said some people do 
have a problem with her choice to study funeral serv- 
ices and embalming. 

“I have a lot of friends who I sit down and 
talk to and most of them don’t want to hear about 
things that are dead or dead people,” she said. “So 
when I go to school it’s just like so relieving because 
everybody’s talking about the same thing and you get 
to understand it. I don’t know what it is, but it’s just 
a force that just keeps driving me towards it. No mat- 
ter what negative anybody has to say.” 

Seminoles avoid anything to do with death 


in general, but many Native American cultures teach 
that death is not to be feared if you are a good per- 
son. Storm realizes the seriousness of her chosen pro- 
fession and takes every precaution to protect herself, 
including spiritually. 

“What she’s doing is a very important part 
of our culture and very dangerous,” said language 
department instructor Herbert Jim, who studies 
Seminole medicine. 

Storm will graduate in June 2005 and will 
receive an associate of science degree. After graduat- 
ing, she would like to start in the field as an 
embalmer, but her goal is to one day own her own 
funeral home and cemetery. 

There are few words that can describe the 
admiration for this courageous woman. We wish her 
love and support. Storm herself would like to send a 
message to anyone with a dream. 

“If you dream something and people try to 
deter you from your dream, if it’s not what you want 
and if it’s not what you feel then change it, but don’t 
let someone else’s influence change your mind,” she 
said. “Change your mind on your own and stick to 
your goals. If that’s what you want to do, go for it.” 



Barbara Boling 


On June 10, Brighton seniors celebrated their own National Senior Health and Fitness Day, a day cele- 
brated across the U.S. on May 26. 


National Senior Health and Fitness Day 


By Barbara Boling, Brighton Health Educator 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton seniors 
joined the health department staff to celebrate 
National Senior Health and Fitness Day on June 10. 
This event coincided with the Eleventh Annual 
National Senior Health and Fitness Day event, cele- 
brated nationwide on May 26. 

The goal for this event is to help keep older 
adults healthy and fit. It is estimated that 150,000- 
plus seniors in the U.S. participated in this year’s 
activities. Due to events in the Brighton community, 
the fitness day activities were rescheduled for June 
10 . 

The day started with a brisk five mile bicy- 
cle ride. The bicycle route started at the Senior 
Center traveling west to the Harney Pond Road 
Bridge and returned to Hot Meals. Biking partici- 
pants received T-shirts and water bottles. 


Following the ride, the seniors enjoyed a 
morning filled with horse shoes and shuffleboard. A 
healthy meal was served by the Hot Meals staff. 

Winners for the events are as follows. 
Shuffleboard Teams 

1. Jack Smith Jr. and Onnie Osceola, 2. 
Oliver Billie and Juanita Billie, 3. Howard Micco 
and Happy Jones, 4. Jack Micco and Bessie Tommie. 
Men’s Horse Shoes 

1. Howard Micco, 2. Jack Smith Jr., 3. 

Oliver Billie, 4. Jack Micco. 

Women’s Horse Shoes 

1. Onnie Osceola, 2. Bessie Tommie, 3. (tie) 
Happy Jones, 3. Juanita Billie. 

The Seminole health department sponsored 
this event, with assistance from the recreation staff 
and the Senior Center staff. Thank you all for making 
this event possible for the seniors. 
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NEW WILL SAMPSON DOCUMENTARY FEATURE FILM 
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WILL SAMPSON MEMORIAL OOLF CLASSIC 
July 17, 2C04 0 Las Vegas Palule Gall Resort 
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Wc offer Everything from Weddings, Night Outs. Airport and Port Transfers, Excursions and much more. 
Toll-free Number 800-808-2062, Fax 954-704-9106, Email Address: milleniumJimos@aol.com 
We cover the following counties: Lee, Collier, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach 


Freedom Edition United Edition 

Jobs Starting Out at 
$50/hr for Regular Limos 
and $95/hr for 

Hummer H2 Limos and Escalade Limos 

Offering the latest SUV Fleet in 
South Rorl da and the lowest prices. 

Fleet : recursions from 1 8/22/26 passengers. 
Hummer H2, Cadillac Escalade 2004, 

10 Passenger Lincoln Tow near. 
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Lifrcr Show 
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Seminole Edition 


Independence Edition 
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Tribal Edition 


Liberty Edition 


MILLENIUM LIMO, INC. 

www.inilleiiiumlimo.com 


24-Scat 2004 Hummer H2 
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MUST SEE GENERAL SALES MANAGER, DAVID LABELLA FOR SPECIALS 


SEMINOLE & MICCOSUKEE TRIBAL 
MEMBERS & TRIBE EMPLOYEES 
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Explorer 



MarooneoAuto Plaza 

ON PINES/HOLLYWOOD BLVD. JUST WEST OF UNIVERSITY DRIVE 


CHEVY NISSAN ISUZU K I A 
CUSTOM V A N 5 ■ USED CARS 


CALL 

FOR 

SPECIAL 

pricing 


David LaBella 





General Sales Manager 


■STORE HOURS: MDNEJAY-5A7 UHOAY 9-5 * SUNDAY 11-6 * SERVICE HOURS: HO N DAY- FRI DAY 7-7 - SATURDAY 7-5 
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2004 Brighton Sports 
Banquet 



Big Cypress Incentive 
Awards Presentation 
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Seminole Cultural Exhibit At 
Broward Government Center 
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Iretta Tiger 

Marissa Baker spent her 4th of July weekend getting in shape. 


The 2004 4th of July 5K 
Walk and Run Marathon 


By Iretta Tiger 

BIG CYPRESS — On July 3rd 
runners and walkers from the Seminole 
Tribe gathered to compete for the 2004 
Fourth of July 5K Walk or Run 
marathon. The competition was held at 
the Mitchell Cypress Trail of Fitness and 
was open to all tribal citizens and tribal 
employees. Runners and walkers had to 
complete nine laps to equal three miles. 

The runners were the first to 
compete just as the sun was rising. 
Jadrien Antuna and Marcus Briggs held 
a steady lead throughout the entire race. 


All the runners stuck it out and complet- 
ed the race; the results are as follows: 

Boys ages 4 to 12: 1. Catlen 
Tommie; 2. Trent Mclnturff. 

Men ages 18 to 35: 1. Jadrien 
Antuna; 2. PJ Bluebird. 

Men ages 36 to 49: 1. Eugene 
Roberts; 2. Allen Mclntruff. 

Women ages 18 to 35: 1. 

Lenora Roberts; 2. Candy Cypress; 3. 
Lorraine Posada. 

Women ages 36 to 49: 1. 

Almira Billie. 

See 5K, page 4 


Board Meets, Discusses Negotiating 
Purchase of Texas Feedlot 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

Wednesday June 30, The Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, Inc. convened for a regular 
meeting at the Hollywood tribal head- 
quarters. All board representatives and 
liaisons were present, with the exception 
of David D. DeHass, Hollywood repre- 
sentative. 

The most intensely discussed 
resolution was for the approval to enter 
into negotiations for the purchase of the 
560-acre Hondo Creek Feedlot. The 
feedlot is in the Southern Texas city of 
Edroy, five miles north of Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 

Don Robertson, Director of 
Natural Resources, informed concerned 
tribal citizens in the audience that he has 
looked into several feedlots, and 
believes the Hondo Creek facility will be 
the most advantageous for the board to 
purchase. He said the board has thrown 
around the idea of purchasing a feedlot 
for years, and argues “it’s another step 
up for us in the cattle industry.” 

President Moses Osceola said 
the feedlot will benefit the tribe because 
fattening up the cattle means the tribe 
makes more money when they sell the 
cattle. 

“The whole purpose of it is just 
to increase the weight of your cattle 
before you put them on the market for 
sale,” he said. “Instead of just sending 
them out at, say 600 pounds or some- 
thing, you can send them to the feedlot, 
fatten them up, increase their weight... 


we’re almost able to double the weight 
before [we] put them on the market.” 

Robinson told the board the 
Hondo Creek Feedlot is in a prime loca- 
tion, calling it “valuable for where it 
sits.” Located just eight miles from the 
largest packinghouse in Southern Texas, 
the tribe will save money on transporting 
the cattle from feedlot to slaughterhouse. 

Roberston said the feedlot can 
currently maintain 13,500 head of cattle, 
but can be expanded to hold 20,000, 
since that is what the lot is zoned for. 
Osceola said if the tribe purchases the 
lot, land may be leased out to individual 
cattle owners that the tribe currently 
deals with. 

An audience member asked 
Robertson why the tribe does not just 
build a feedlot on unused land on one of 
the reservations. Tribal Treasurer Mike 
Tiger said he asked Robertson the same 
question in the briefing the day before 
the meeting. Basically, Tiger said it costs 
too much money to open a feedlot in 
Florida because the foods the cattle eat 
cost so much money to transport to 
Florida. 

Robinson added that there have 
been several attempts at running a suc- 
cessful feedlot in Florida, but all 
attempts have failed miserably. He said 
the hot weather and humidity in Florida 
hurts the cattle’s ability to grow. In addi- 
tion, there are no packing houses in 
Florida, so the cows will have to be 
transported to the nearest packing 

See BOARD, page 2 


Brighton Students Travel to New York City 


By Emma Brown 

NEW 

YORK, N.Y. — The 
Brighton middle 
school students 
achieving a cumula- 
tive GPA of 2.5 for the 
entire school year 
earned a trip to New 
York City. The group 
traveled to New York 
from July 5-8. 

Upon arrival 
at New York’s 
LaGuardia airport the 
group was greeted by 
their personal tour 
director who loaded 
them all up on a motor 
coach to immediately 
begin seeing the NYC 
sites. A sightseeing 
tour of Upper 
Manhattan was the 
first tour on the agen- 
da. The students were 
able to visit and see 
places like Times 
Square, Fifth Avenue, 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 



Emma Brown 


With the skyscrapers in the background, the Brighton students enjoy the view of New York City from 
See NYC, page 3 across the Hudson River. 


Mia Da’Wana Sapp and Whitney Tucker 
Graduate from Hollywood Christian High School 



By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Mia Da’Wana Sapp completed 
ten years of dedicated study, 
graduating from Hollywood 
Christian High School on June 
4. Sapp excelled at school, mak- 
ing the principals list with a 3.7 
average, and was only one A 
away from a perfect straight-A 
report card her senior year. 

Her favorite class was 
American government; she 
remembers being fascinated by 
such subjects as the Pentagon 
Papers and Watergate. 

Sapp, 1 9, also was a 
singer in the school choir and 
played clarinet for the school 
band. She was once nominated 
for school homecoming queen 
and was her class’s secretary- 
treasurer. One major accom- 
plishment was helping to raise 
more than $20,000 by organiz- 
ing and participating in car 
washes, candy and bake sales, 
and other fundraising activities. 

Her proud parents, 

Leona Tommie Williams and Jerome Williams know their daughter 
has the talent and determination to excel at Johnson & Wales 


Michael Kelly 

Proud high school graduates (L-R) Whitney Tucker and Mia 
Sapp hold their diplomas. 


She would like to focus 


University, which she will 
attend in the fall. 

Sapp was working as a 
teaching assistant at a summer 
job program at the Dorothy 
Scott Osceola (DSO) building 
when she had an opportunity to 
prepare food for the preschool 
department. Sapp enjoyed the 
experience so much that she 
made up her mind to become a 
chef. 

“She wanted to be a 
teacher at first, but then after 
cooking for the preschool 
department, she decided she 
really liked it,” said Leona. 

Mia has always had an 
interest in cooking, even at an 
early age. “I remember she 
started cooking when she was 
around 12-years-old,” added 
Leona. 

Some of her mother’s 
favorite dishes she prepares 
include lasagna, spaghetti, and ol 
course, “Indian tacos.” However, 
Mia’s father said his favorite 
dish is blueberry flap jacks, 
on developing healthy foods that 

See GRADS, page 3 
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Grand Opening of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Commemoritve Issue of The Seminole Tribune 

History. . . 

Culture . . . 
Enterprises . . . 

Learn about the rich history of The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. In this color- 
ful 64 page booklet, there is something 
for everyone, from students to history 
buffs and even academic researchers. 
Don’t miss this great opportunity to 
take home the only comprehensive 
guide to The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s rich history and culture, as 
well as the tribe’s enterprises. 

Please send check or money order in the amount of $8 to The Seminole Tribune, 
Commemorative Booklet, 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FT 33024. Or order 
online at www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace. For more information please call 
(800) 683-7800, Ext. 1266. 



Attention Tribal Citizens 

All tribal citizens of The Seminole Tribe of Florida 

who live out of state are eligible to receive a 
free subscription of The Seminole Tribune. 

Please fill out the information below and mail to: 

The Seminole Tribune 

6300 Stirling Road, Room 235 - Hollywood, FL 33024 


Name_ 


Tribal Roll Number 


Address 


City_ 


_State_ 


_Zip_ 


Phone 


E-mail 


Additional Info_ 


As soon as we receive this information, your subscription will 
be mailed to you. Thank you very much. 


Announcement Form 

Attention Seminole tribal citizens and employees: If you would like to 
submit an announcement (birthday, baby, marriage, etc.) to The Seminole 
Tribune , and to insure correct spelling, please fill out the information provided 
below. If you have any questions about deadlines, etc., please call The Seminole 
Tribune at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1267, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Our fax num- 
ber is (954) 967-3482. Thanks. 

Please Write Your Announcement Below (Please Print Clearly) 


ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

MOTHER: 

FATHER: 

CHILDREN: 


GRANDPARENTS: 


CLAN: (OPTIONAL) 


If you would like your photos mailed back to you, 
please include your mailing address. 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the editor, 
Michael Kelly at (800) 683-7800, 


Ext. 1267. E-mail 
mkelly@semtribe.com, fax 
(954) 967-3482, or mail to: The 
Seminole Tribune, 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024. 


T 


he following deadlines 
apply to all submissions for 
inclusion into the Tribune : 


Issue: August 13, 2004 

Deadline: July 30, 2004 

❖ 

Issue: September 3, 2004 

Deadline: August 20, 2004 

❖ 

Issue: September 24, 2004 

Deadline: September 10, 2004 

❖ 

Issue: October 15, 2004 

Deadline: October 1, 2004 

Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 

Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and 
other information may be downloaded 
from the internet at: 
www.seminoletribe.com/tribune. 

Postmaster: 

Send Address Changes to 
The Seminole Tribune 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024. 


Editor-in-Chief: Graphic Designer: 

Virginia Mitchell Melissa Sherman 

Editor: Graphic Design 

Michael Kelly Assistant: 

Assistant Editor: Stephen Galla 

Shelley Marmor Reporters: 

Business Manager: Iretta Tiger, 

Linda Jim Adelsa Williams 

Receptionist: Photo Archivist/Reporter: 

Darline Buster Felix DoBosz 

Contributors: 

Alexandra Frank, Emma Brown, 

Judy Weeks, Kenny Bayon, Gary Bitner, 
Lucy Evanicki, Michael Goodman, Nery 
Mejicano, Randi M. Simmons, 

Susan Etxebarria and Tabitha Osceola, 
Christopher Scanlon, Barbara Boling 

The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association. Letters/e-mails to 
the editor must be signed and may be edit- 
ed for publication. Subscription rate is $30 
per year by mail. Make checks payable to 
The Seminole Tribune , 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, FL 33024. Phone: 
(954) 967-3416. Fax: (954) 967-3482. 
Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 
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Health Department Presents: Lunch & Learn 



Adelsa Williams 


Karen Gauci teaches a class important nutritional information. 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Lettuce wraps, steamed vegeta- 
bles and cinnamon apples was the 
lunch menu at the lunch and learn 
first series held on Tuesday July 
13, at the Hollywood tribal office 
auditorium lobby. 

The health department 
staff coordinated this event in 
efforts to keep the community 
educated about nutrition. Tribal 
citizens and employees were 
delighted by Karen Gauci ’s, nutri- 
tionist and chef to the stars, edu- 
cational presentation. 

Gauci emphasized in the 
importance of setting goals before 
starting the journey of one of 
America’s most discussed topic, 
weight control. 

“Nutritional recommen- 
dations vary depending on what 
your goals are, what results are 
important to you, and what your 
time frame is,” said Gauci. 

Gauci mentioned and 
explained in detail five goals, 
which were, eating a well bal- 
anced diet, losing weight, avoid- 
ing fat, saturated fat and choles- 
terol, eating more complex carbo- 
hydrates and avoiding excess 
sugar. 

As Gauci educated attendees 
regarding the details of each goal, she 
answered questions from the audience. At 
the end of the presentation, the health 


department handed out folders including 
information on the topics discussed along 
with a couple of nutritional recipes. 

The health department will like 
to invite all interested parties in participat- 
ing in future presentations. Currently two 


more series are scheduled for show on 
July 20 and 27. 

For more information or to make 
your reservation call Shannon McKeown 
at (954) 962-2009. Everybody’s welcome! 


Letters & E-mail 


6300 Stirling Road Hollywood, FL 33024 ❖ tribune@semtribe.com 


Greetings, 

Could you please direct me to 
some sort of reference on clothing sym- 
bols used by the Seminole people. While 
visiting a friends’ house they showed me 
a large photo of a Seminole woman with 
her beautiful patchwork dress. The photo 
is a black and white photo taken in the 
early- 1900s. I believe some of the strips 
of designs are the crawfish, and another 
one has a small section being lightning 
while the rest of that strip is rain. 

In particular there are two 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The retired 
superintendent of Okeechobee County, 
Phoebe Raulerson wishes to share this let- 
ter with members of the Brighton 
Community to show her gratitude for her 
retirement gifts. She will be greatly 
missed by Brighton parents and education 
department. 

Dear Louise Gopher and Brighton 
Community, 

I’ve written to thank Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress for the way the tribe has 
honored me. I wear the seal, and will 
cherish it. The letter will always hang in 
my home. Both were great surprises. 

Board 

Continued from page 1 

house-located in Southern Texas. 

“I don’t even want to think about 
starting one here; that’s out of the ques- 
tion,” Robinson said. “It’s a losing propo- 
sition since day one.” 

Vice President Mitchell Cypress 
said he agreed with Robinson, arguing 
that building a feedlot in Florida will 
untimely hurt the tribe financially. 

“I don’t think you can make any 
money with a feedlot in South Florida,” 
Cypress said. “Even big cattle companies 
don’t have a feedlot around here.” 

As Robertson suggested, the 
board unanimously approved going into 
negotiations to purchase the Hondo Creek 
Feedlot. 

The board also discussed, and 
unanimously passed, two resolutions 
approving new homesites to be built on 
pasture land in Brighton. One new home- 
site will be for Aaron Billie, and the other 
is for Todd Kevin Osceola and Sandra 
Kay Osceola. 

In addition, the board members 
unanimously approved a resolution to 
change the tribe’s purchasing policies. 

Jim Talik, the board’s executive adminis- 
trator, said the policies currently used 
have been in place since 1992, and they 
are being changed so the tribe is in com- 
pliance with National Indian Gaming 
Commission’s newly implemented poli- 
cies. 

The next regular meeting of The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., is sched- 
uled for August 13. 


designs that I can describe. One is a large 
bold face H and the other is a bold face I. 
Thank you for your time, 

Dana Vihlen 
danavihlen@cs.com 

Dear Dana, 

Here is a patchwork chart for your refer- 
ence. 

Melissa Sherman 
Graphic Designer, The 
Seminole Tribune 


I need your help in thanking the 
parents at Brighton. The trip to Hawaii 
left me speechless. You know me; I’ve 
never been speechless. I was truly hum- 
bled by this generous gift. 

Please share this letter with them 
or tell them how deeply I appreciate what 
they have done. If there is ever any way I 
can help the tribe or its children, please 
call on me. It has been a pleasure working 
with you and everyone at Brighton. I hope 
I can assist you all in some way in the 
future. 

Sincerely, 

Phoebe Raulerson 



We would like to thank everyone 
who came through for the memorial serv- 
ice and the many people who gave their 
time and donations. If it were not for 
them, the memorial would not have been 
possible. 

Thank you Max Osceola Jr. and 
David DeHass for their great deal of help 
they gave to our family. Thank you 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, President 
Moses Osceola, Council Representatives 
David Cypress and Roger Smith, Board 
Representative Johnny Jones, and 
Administrative Assistant Pat Diamond. 

To my brother Moses Jumper Jr. 
for his help emceeing, and the beautiful 
poem he wrote for Roger. To June and 
Junior Battiest, and the master touch for 
the songs of inspiration and love from 
God and his son Jesus Christ. 

To Nettie Stewart, my sister, for 
the help making flyers for the event. 
Thank you travel department for their 
assistance. 

Once again, I would like to 
thank you all and may God bless you. 

Thank you, 

Boettner “Ruggy” Jumper and 
the family of Roger B. Jumper 

In memory of Roger B. Jumper 
(November 16, 1981-June 30, 2003) 

He will be in our hearts forever. 
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November 1 — 6, 2004 
Hard Rock Resort dr Casino 
Hollywood, Florida 

(||i * } 0 m 

This years host Tribe is the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
who will be hosting this year’s symposium at their 
newly built Hard Rock Resort & Casino. 
LOOK FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON 
THE IAC WEBSITE: 

www. I ltd 5 noAgLi n k . co in 
AND IN THE SUMMER NEWSLETTER. 
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Raulerson Thanks Brighton Parents 
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Seminole Princess Pageant Welcomes You 


Submitted by Wanda Bowers 

HOLYWOOD — The Seminole Princess 
Pageant committee would like to invite you to the 
upcoming Florida Miss Seminole and Florida Jr. Miss 
Seminole Princess Pageant, scheduled for 
August 11-15. 

The Seminole Princess Pageant 
will be held Saturday night, August 14, 
at 7 p.m. in the auditorium of the 
executive tribal office building on the 
Hollywood reservation. The Seminole 
princess committee will host a com- 
munity dinner that afternoon at 4 p.m. 
in the lobby of the auditorium. 

Anyone interested in obtaining an 
application to run for Florida Miss Seminole or 
Florida Jr. Miss Seminole 2004-2005 can pick up an 
application from any the following Seminole Tribe 


Princess Committee Members: Wanda Bowers 
(Hollywood), Priscilla Sayen (Hollywood), Salina 
Dordan (Brighton), Terry Haun (Brighton), Alice 
Billie (Big Cypress), Mary Jean Coppedge (Big 
Cypress). 

Here are the requirements to compete 
in the pageant: a completed application, color 
photo of self (three-by-five bust shot), current 
school report card, talent, answer all parts of 
question one on the bottom of the applica- 
tion page and attach it to the princess appli- 
cation. 

If you are a Jr. Miss Seminole con- 
testant, you need a chaperone to accompany 
you during the pageant, short Seminole skirt (cot- 
ton or shiny), one cotton traditional long skirt and 
long sheer cape, one modern outfit with short cape, 
and one non-Seminole casual evening outfit. 



The Board’s General Counsel Travis Trueblood 



By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — Travis Trueblood began 
working for The Seminole Tribe of Florida in 
December 2000. He is the 
general council for The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

Inc., and referred to himself 
as “the Jim Shore of the 
board.” 

On June 1 , he was 
sworn into the U.S. 

Supreme Court Bar. This 
means that he is now eligi- 
ble to practice law in the 
Supreme Court. According 
to Trueblood, this is an 
honor he has wanted since 
getting into law. 

“I have always 
wanted to tell someone 4 1 
can take your case all the 
way to the Supreme 
Court,’” he said. “Now I 
can.” 

To be a member of 
the bar, a lawyer must be 
nominated by two lawyers 
who are current bar mem- 
bers. Trueblood said he was 
lucky to personally know 
two lawyers, Shannon 
Atcitty and Mark Van 
Norman, the executive 
director for the National 
Indian Gaming Association, 
who would sponsor him. 

Trueblood met 
Attcitty at his first job out of college, working at the 
Holland & Knight law firm in Washington, DC. The 
two were colleagues in the Indian law department. 

As a U.S. Supreme Court Bar member, 
Trueblood can sit in on any case the high court hears. 
Non-bar members are only allowed to sit in on a case 
for two minutes. Though he has not sat in on any 
Supreme Court cases yet, he said he plans to attend 


the next case the court hearing pertaining to Indian 
law. 

He said he is currently working on issues 
related to taxation. 
Trueblood said Indian 
law issues are complex 
because certain rules 
apply only on the reser- 
vations, however, to con- 
duct business on the 
reservations, usually 
materials are needed 
from off the reservation. 

While serving as 
the board’s general coun- 
cil keeps him very busy, 
he said he sometimes 
takes tribal citizens’ legal 
cases, and often pro 
bono, or free of charge. 

He attended the 
University of South 
Florida in Tampa and 
Florida State University 
(FSU) in Tallahassee as 
an undergraduate student. 
He stayed at FSU while 
working toward his juris 
doctor, and then attended 
the University of Miami 
while studying for his 
master’s of law degree. 
While his 

resume is impressive as it 
stands now, Trueblood 
plans on going back to 
school to earn his mas- 
ter’s degree in business administration (MBA). He is 
enrolled in a completely online MBA program at 
FSU. 

Currently, most of Trueblood’s work is in 
Indian law. However, he said he is also interested in 
business law, and believes having his MBA will help 
him in more business-related cases. 


Shelley Marmor 

Tribal board employee Travis Trueblood. 



Adelsa Williams 


The Baker residence in Hollywood was the starting place of the memorial ride to Brighton. 


Memorial Celebration in The Woods 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — One special request of 
Marion Bowers was that her children get together and 
share time with one another. That, and keeping her 
little church in the woods at 
the Brighton reservation going 
even if there are only two peo- 
ple at the service. 

So there must have 
been some smiles beaming 
down from heaven on 
Saturday June 26 when the 
First Annual Gospel Concert 
and Memorial Celebration for 
Marion C. Bowers and 
Gustavus “Pete” Baker 
brought together family mem- 
bers and friends from miles 
away to the Seminole Bible 
Baptist Church. 

It was a long and 
happy day of reuniting 
between many relatives of the 
Bowers and Baker families, 
who shared this special out- 
doors celebration with other 
tribal members, church mem- 
bers and friends. 

It has been a year 
since Marion C. Bowers and 
Pete Baker have passed on, 
but few who knew them can 
forget them and the positive 
influence they each had on 
people’s lives. Marion died on 
June 24 at the age of 92. Her 
son, Dan Bowers, is now the 
acting pastor of the church that 
Marion helped build up in her earlier years after she 
had accepted Christ as her Lord and Savior in the 
1950s. Marion was married to Dick Bowers, a pastor 
of the church, who passed away in 1979. Together 
they had six children: Dan, Bobbie, Rachel, Paul, 
Richard and Edna. 

Gustavus “Pete” Baker, who was in the 
Marine Corp for 23 years, went to work for the origi- 
nal Seminole Police Department. His wife, Judy 


Baker, and their children still attend Key Church in 
Hollywood. It was this church that helped start the 
Seminole Bible Baptist Church at Brighton. The 
Bakers and the Bowers were lifelong friends. 

Rachel Bowers said 
that her mother would be 
happy to see the reunion of all 
the offspring. 

“That was always 
mom’s passion,” she said. “She 
always wanted the family to 
get together.” 

A friend of Marion’s, 
Happy Jones reminisced about 
her. 

“She was a nice lady,” 
Jones said. “She talked real soft 
and you had to bend down to 
hear her. She put out the wel- 
come mat, she would always 
shake your hand and she loved 
people. She spoke both lan- 
guages.” 

The daylong celebra- 
tion started with the grilling of 
meats over the open fire pits 
and friendly visiting as one car- 
load after another arrived. At 
12:30 p.m. tables were laden 
with delicious and abundant 
food and the women who had 
worked so hard served up plat- 
ters of food to long lines of 
people. Kids ran and played in 
the shade of live oaks. 

The bands were set up 
under a huge white tent and 
some of the finest gospel music 
you would ever want to hear was played through the 
day until the sun was setting. All day gospel singing 
featured The Battiest Singers, Masters Touch, Tim 
Gibbs, Faith, Love, Hope Group and special guests, 
the New Hinson. If you missed this celebration you 
won’t want to miss next year’s. 

“This is something we hope will be ongo- 
ing,” Dan Bowers told everyone present. 



Susan Etxebarria 

Live music played throughout the day. 



Emma Brown 


In Times Square Seth Randolph (left) and Jacoby Johns grab a photo with New York City’s boys in blue. 



NYC 

Continued from page 1 


Central Park, and the United Nations. 

Once the first day’s tour ended the group had 
time for a brief stop at the Novotel hotel to freshen 
up before they made their way to the Hard Rock Cafe 
for dinner. After dinner the students went to the top of 
the Empire State Building to be awed by the view and 
beauty of New York City at 
night. 

On day two the tour 
took the students on an eight 
hour guided trip of Lower 
Manhattan. They were able to 
see Battery Park, the Statue of 
Liberty, Ellis Island, 

Chinatown, Wall Street, and 
NYC’s Financial District but 
the most breathtaking stop of 
all was Ground Zero. 

The stop at Ground 
Zero was very emotional for 
many of the students and 
chaperones and it was a time 
for silence and remembrance. 

Everyone took pictures of the 
empty hole in the ground of 
the new construction on 
World Trade Center’s building 
number seven, which is 
underway. On July 4 the cor- 
ner stone for the Freedom 
Tower was laid in the ground. 

Once finished sometime in 
about 2010, it will be the 
tallest skyscraper in the world. 

After the long eight hour tour the group had 
dinner together at the Planet Hollywood and had the 
evening on their own. Day three took place at 
Rockefeller Center, with a tour of NBC studios and 
Rockefeller Plaza. The students were able to be in the 
very studios that shows like Saturday Night Live are 
produced from. 

Seth Randolph and Jacoby Johns were fortu- 


nate enough to be at the right place at the right time 
and were seen in the background of a FOX News 
production. During the evening the group had dinner 
together at John’s Pizzeria and took in the Broadway 
musical “Beauty and the Beast.” 

There was a great deal to see in New York in 
such a short time, but the group definitely made the 
most of it. It was a very educational trip that was 
exciting and left great memories for all of the stu- 
dents. Congratulations to those of you that earned a 


Emma Brown 

Lavern Thomas, Shannon Holata, Amber Craig, Megan Jones with 
Manhattan’s famous skyline in the background 


spot on this trip and keep up the hard work. 

The following students were part of the 
NYC trip: Nikki Urbina, Ashley Spencer, Peirson 
Hunsinger, Amber Craig, Megan Jones, Seth 
Randolph, Jacoby Johns, Shelby Huff, Heather 
Peterson, Eric Cypress, Jenna McDuffie, and Damen 
Bert. 



Michael Kelly 


(L-R) Jerome Williams, Mia Sapp and Leona Tommie 
Williams. 


Grads 

Continued from page 1 


not only taste great and are nutritious, but low 
in calories too. 

Jemenia and Gregory Thomas, Sapp’s 
relatives, are currently attending Johnson & 

Wales University in North Miami, Fla. They 
discussed all the opportunities and different 
programs available there. Sapp toured the insti- 
tution and campus and made her final decision 
with the help of her devoted parents to attend 
Johnson & Wales, starting this September. 

Sapp, who would like to open her own 
restaurant one day, will study in the culinary 
career program, and learn to make all kinds of 
pastries and other fine cuisines. Sapp wants to 
travel to Europe and study there too, as well as 
enjoying and observing the finest continental 
restaurants. 

Whitney Tucker, 18, graduated from 
Hollywood Christian School on June 4, along with 
her good friend Mia Sapp, who she has known since 
pre-school. 

Tucker, whose favorite class was Bible 
study, attended Hollywood Christian for the past two 
years after moving with her mother Marie, from Taos, 
N.M. Her plans for this summer include getting a job 
at the tribal offices while attending Broward 
Community College (BCC). 


For Whitney, one of the main reasons for 
attending BCC is she wants to think about what to 
major in. “I know friends who are in school, but 
aren’t sure what they want to do,” said Tucker. “I 
wouldn’t mind working with kids for the tribe,” she 
added. 

With college just around the corner, Tucker 
is looking forward to attending the youth conference 
in Orlando this summer with her close friend, Sapp. 
They plan to tour and study famous historic Seminole 
battle sites on this trip. 


Criminal Defense 
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Child Support 
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The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983- LAWS (5297) 
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Emma Brown 

Attendees get down for the 75 foot watermelon roll at the softball field. 


Fourth of July Celebration in Brighton 



Emma Brown 


PIE FACED: Contestants chose their favorite flavor to gobble. 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON— The 

Brighton community celebrated 
Independence Day on Saturday 
July 3 at the Brighton reserva- 
tion recreation complex. The 
4th of July events kicked off at 
6 a.m. Saturday morning with 
the 5K walk/run event. 

More than 35 men and 
women, ranging from 1 8 years 
of age to 55 and older, got up 
before dawn to participate in 
this event. Immediately follow- 
ing the 5K walk/run was the 
fishing contest. Participants 
were able to begin fishing with- 
in reservation boundaries at 6 
a.m., and all fish were to be 
weighed in by noon. 

It was an extremely hot 
morning, but that did not keep 
the fishermen down. There were 
folks fishing on nearly every 
bank around the Brighton reser- 
vation. At noon a cold cut lunch 
was served and the sign ups for the rest of the day’s 
activities were underway. 

At 1 p.m. the coed horseshoes event got 
underway followed by 10 rounds of bingo for the 
seniors and 10 rounds for adults 18-54. Next game 
was the pie eating contest for men and women, 
which always attract a great deal of attention. There 



Emma Brown 


(L-R) Kirsten Doney and Richard Smith show off 
their big bass. 


were chocolate, lemon, coconut, and custard pies 
available for the participants so that they could 
choose there favorite flavor in hopes that gobbling up 
a whole pie in two minutes would be a little more 
enjoyable. 

Once the pie eating was wrapped up it was 
time for the men and women’s watermelon roll out 
on the softball field. Participants had to roll a water 
melon more than 75 -feet and be the quickest to finish 
at the top. At 5 p.m. the golf contest began with the 
winner being the person that landed the ball closest 
to the pin. Then at 6 p.m. a wonderful barbecue din- 
ner was served for everyone to enjoy and relax a lit- 
tle before wrapping up the daily events with men and 
women’s tug of war contest. 

Meanwhile across the way at the rodeo 
arena the Eastern Indian Rodeo Josiah Memorial 
rodeo was taking place with the kids events first fol- 
lowed by the sanctioned rodeo. The day was hot and 
long, but everyone stayed around to enjoy the grand 
finale which was the fireworks and laser show that 
took place after the rodeo. Folks came from all 
around the surrounding counties to enjoy Brighton’s 
spectacular fireworks show. 

It was a wonderful and beautiful ending to a 
fun-filled day for the Brighton community. The 
Brighton Council office and volunteers did a great 
job helping to make the 4th of July a great blast for 
the community and a special day for family and fun! 


Immokalee Celebrates the Fourth of July 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The thunderous boom 
and brightly lit sky on Sunday July 4, didn’t solely 
only from the rain storm that rolled through the area 
just before the evening’s planned activities. After a 
hot summer day the storm passed over quickly, mak- 
ing way for a terrific Independence Day celebration. 

The majority of the Immokalee community 
gathered at the ball field, where a little carnival had 
been set up to amuse the children. The rain had not 
dampened anyone’s spirits. 

The tribal council and recreation department 


teamed up to sponsor the gala event, which recog- 
nizes our country’s declaration of independence and 
the sacrifices made for the freedom that we enjoy. 

There was no shortage of food as the revel- 
ers filled their plates with ribs, chicken, com, beans, 
cake and much, much more. 

As dusk settled upon the gathering, the sky 
came alive with an hour-long display of fireworks. 
The colorful array could be seen for many miles and 
was a wonderful conclusion to a pleasant community 
gathering. 


5K 

Continued from page 1 



Women seniors: 1. 

Helene Buster. 

Employees: 1. Marcus 

Briggs. 

The walkers competed 
after all the mnners finished. 

Unfortunately for the walkers, the 
sun was gaining strength. 

Among the walking con- 
testants were Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, Board Representative 
Paul Bowers and pool shark 
Vivian Villarreal. There was a lot 
more people competing in the 
walking than in the mnning. 

The results are as fol- 
lows: 

Boys ages 4 to 12: 1. 

Bradley Osceola; 2. Malachi 
Baker. 

Men ages 36 to 49: 1. 

Richard Bowers; 2. Samuel 
Tommie. 

Men 50 and over: 1. 

Mitchell Cypress 2. Harley 
Roberts; 3. Carl Kirkland. 

Girls ages 4 to 12: 1. 

Beth Mclnturff, 2. Natasha Billie; 

3. Danni Tommie. 

Girls ages 13 to 17: 1. 

Ayze Jo Henry; 2. Klaressa 
Osceola. 

Women ages 18 to 35: 1. 

Cathy Jumper; 2. Clea Billie; 3. 

Malissa Baker. 

Women ages 36 to 49: 1. Anna Bowers; 2. 
Jeanette Cypress; 3. Cecelia Tigertail. 

Women 50 and over: 1. Edna McDuffe; 2. 
Teresa Jumper; 3. Virginia Tommie. 

Employee males: 1. Eddie Rodd; 2. John 


Walkers and runners head toward the finish line. 


Iretta Tiger 


Osife; 3. Jose Solano. 

Employee women: 1. Dalia Molina; 2. Elsa 
Castanon; 3. Cecilia Solano. 

Congratulations and happy Fourth of July to 
everyone! 


Independence Day Fireworks Blast 




By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Seminole 
citizens, along with their families and 
friends had gathered beyond home 
plate, in the aluminum stands of the 
baseball field on July 3rd. They waited 
anxiously for the annual Fourth of July 
to start. 

Ted A. Walker, Biscayne 
Park, Fla. ’s mayor, pyrotechnist, and 
president of ADD-Fire Inc. explained 
that the fireworks show would not start 
until it was safe enough to proceed and 
the “fire ‘em up” signal was given by 
recreation department assistant director 
Bo Young, one of the organizers of the 
2004 Independence Day celebration. 

Launch tubes filled with aeri- 
al shells inside were lined up across 
the ball field like tall solders standing 
at attention waiting for their fuses to 
be lit by a half a dozen pyrotechni- 
cians. They used ordinary highway 
flares to light these volatile fuses, 
which can run 60 feet per second when 
lit. 

“The little fuse travels down 
to the bottom of the shell to the lift 
charge and timer fuse, the lift charge 
catapults the shell out of the tube and 
lights the timer fuse at the same time,” 
Walker said. “When the round shell 
filled with color salts reaches the cor- 
rect height the timer fuse passes the 
fire inside the shell, it then explodes 
and ignites the small pellets.” 

This causes the star effect 
imagery that is seen as a bright burst 
of colored lights high in the sky, 
according to Walker. 

“Colors are made from metal- 
lic salts... different salts for different 
colored effects,” Walker added. “We 
use choreographed images to paint the 
sky with different colors at various 
heights of imagery.” 


Ted Walker, pyrotechnist and president 


Oliver Wareham 

(L-R) Bobby Frank, Mercedes Osceola and Austin Billie enjoying 
the July 4th festivities. 


Felix DoBosz 

of Add-Fire, Inc. 


In the middle of the ball field, near second 
base, a wooden framed display of the American flag 
and a 15 -foot alligator with flashing red- 
eyes gave off colored light sparkle foun- 
tains when ignited electronically. A six- 
foot titanium pinwheel was in the center 
of this fireworks display that spun around 
as it was ignited also. 

Behind this display were dozens 
of fireworks cakes, which are large clus- 
ters of small tubes, each with one 
pyrotechnic device that fires low level 
fireworks in a rapid sequence. The cakes 
were distributed into the night sky at dra- 
matic points in the program. Some of 
these aerial shells had names like Variated 
Crossett, Golden Rain, and 
Chrysanthemum. 

The eye candy exploded at 
300-600-feet in the darkened sky. The 
audience in the stands noticeably reacted 
to the colorful percussions as the pellet 
projectiles were fired for the huge barrage 
and electrifying finale. Everyone there 
had a big smile, and was totally dazzled 
by the fireworks display as the nation’s 
birthday came to a roaring conclusion. 

The only thing left to look up to was a 
majestic dark sky with millions of twin- 
kling stars. 



Felix DoBosz 

Fireworks lit the night sky as the Hollywood reservation celebrated Independence Day. 


The Fourth of July Celebration Held on the 3rd 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — The Fourth of July cele- 
bration went through a twist this year as it held on 
July 3 because the fourth fell on a Sunday. As 
Hollywood Council Representative Max Osceola Jr. 
and Hollywood Board Representative David DeHass 
pointed out, the third would be the day of festivities 
because Sunday was a worship day. 

The celebration was still given all the gusto 
of a fourth of July celebration. There was food, fun, 
music and games to be enjoyed by all. The day start- 
ed off with an arts and crafts area devoted to creating 
beadwork, patchwork, drawing, palmetto dolls, wood 
craving, and turban making. 

After the arts and crafts, there were kid rides 
and stickball games. Dinner featured all of the tradi- 
tional Seminole fare, such as turtle, garfish, and 
freshly butchered hog. Music was provided by Paul 
buster, Chunky Buster, and a new group to the scene 
featuring Austin Billie, and Blue Jay Jumper. 

There was a new event to get the circulation 
going as the money booth made its debut. Tribal citi- 
zens 1 8 and older could enter the plastic container 
and a chance to snag a few bills, or maybe snag a 
few hundred dollar bills! 

But it was the fireworks everyone had come 
to “ooh” and “aah” at as they lit the night sky in a 
rainbow of colors and loud booms. This probably 
came as a surprise to the neighboring non-tribal resi- 
dents who generally line up around the Seminole ball 
field on the fourth to join in on the reservation festivi- 
ties. 

Everyone enjoyed the fireworks display and 
the events kept tribal citizens busy till the fireworks 
finale. The fourth marks a day of independence and 
The Seminole Tribe of Florida participates in this 



Oliver Wareham 


Bobby Frank tried out the money machine. 


yearly event with true knowledge and meaning of the 
word independence and freedom. It is something they 
have fought so long and hard for. 

Hope you enjoyed your fourth, and see you 
at next year’s events. 
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Michael Kelly 

SPD Officer Henri Suissa discussed bike safety with the Hollywood preschoolers. 


Preschool Holds St Jude Trike-A-Thon 



department director, organized the important event. 

The Trike-A-Thon raised more than $6,200, 
but that figure may reach $10,000. The chairman’s 
office vowed to double the amount raised, while 
Hollywood Council representative Max Osceola Jr. 
and the Seminole Council made a sizable donation as 
well. Many departments and individuals with- 
in the tribe also donated money to the worthy 
cause. 

The Seminole Police Department 
(SPD) and recreation department assisted the 
preschool staff in the fun- filled afternoon 
event. 

Bike safety was also on the agenda. 
Officer Henri Suissa spoke to the preschool- 
ers, reminding them the importance of wear- 
ing a bike helmet, riding on the street, know- 
ing the proper signals when riding, and riding 
with an adult. The attentive five-year-olds fol- 
lowed Suissa’s lead, riding around a set 
course on the outdoor basketball court. The 
cones were set up for the children to practice 
their riding ability. 

Tommie Williams decided to get 
involved with St. Jude Children Research 
Hospital after seeing one of their commer- 
cials. 

“I was getting information about St. 
Jude, but never responded to it,” she said. 
“One day I was looking at the television and 
saw the St. Jude Children Research Hospital 
[commercial] about sick children. I said to 
myself, ‘It could be one of my children or 
grandchildren, or even one of our tribal mem- 
bers’ children.’ ” 

Because this event went so well, 
Tommie Williams plans on hosting similar 
events in the future. 

“The next one I would like to organ- 
ize would be for the Joe DiMaggio Children’s 
Hospital here in Hollywood,” said Williams. 

If you would like more information 
about making a donation to the St. Jude 
Michael Keiiy Hospital, please call (800) 822-6344, or 

Kyreil Josh trikes it up. Leona Tommie Williams at (954) 989-6840, 

Ext. 1305. 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On July 2, the 
Hollywood preschool department held their first ever 
St. Jude Trike-A-Thon outside the gym. The purpose 
was to raise money for the St. Jude Research Hospital 
in Miami, Fla. Leona Tommie Williams, preschool 



Michael Kelly 

SPD and the recreation department assisted the preschool department with the Trike-A-Thon. 
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Something to Celebrate: Profits 
up at Brighton Trading Post 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Waiting to see how the new 
gas station at the Brighton Trading Post will profit the 
tribe, the official grand opening was put off until 
Friday July 2, although the pumps have been operat- 
ing for more than two months. It was a very grand, 
grand opening, indeed. 

This wasn’t one of those grand openings 
where you get a balloon or a 10 percent discount on 
some product you don’t want. It was a day offering a 
free, scrumptious, indoor barbecue dinner served up 
with generous helpings of side dishes; or you could 
get a fast bite at the outdoor hot dog and sausage 
stand; and there were all kinds of snacks, free drinks 
and many wonderful drawings throughout the day. 

There was a packed parking lot as guests, 
workers, employees, and patrons of the station, 
administrative staff and many community leaders 
stopped by to eat, talk and celebrate. President of the 
Seminole Tribe or Florida, Inc, Moses Osceola, came 
out to greet the people and help commemorate this 
significant endeavor. 

“For us, the bottom line as the Board of 
Directors is our duty to manage existing and new 
businesses,” said Osceola. “What we have done here 
is improve the business already here.” 

He said that the convenience store, exclud- 
ing gasoline sales, brought in approximately $27,000, 


a month before the gas station was constructed and 
opened. Now it is averaging approximately $101,790 
a month, and could make more than a million in its 
first year. 

He also said that the same phenomena is tak- 
ing place with the new Trading Post gas station and 
convenience store at Big Cypress which opened in 
May and brought in $40,000 in its first 15 days. For 
tribal citizens it means the business investments 
enacted by the Board will profit each member, since 
all profits are to be shared. 

Excellent profits seem to have everyone in a 
jubilant mood, not only tribal members who worked 
hard to make the business venture successful, but also 
the enthusiastic staff. 

Osceola said the vision of the board is to 
open up gas stations first and then start a fuel distri- 
bution business in which gas can be sold to non-tribal 
gas stations. He said that other automotive services 
may follow in the future so that the reservation resi- 
dents can get all they need to maintain their vehicles, 
such as tires and auto accessories, from their tribe- 
owned stores if they so choose. 

Board Representative Johnny Jones said that 
a lot more community members are now patronizing 
the three-month old gas station rather than going far- 
ther into Fakeport, Fla. or taking the long haul to 
Okeechobee, Fla. 
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Sheila Aguilar 

Catlin Tommie of Big Cypress shows this year’s 4-H grand champion swine, which weighed 
232 pounds. 


Eighteenth Annual Seminole 
Indian 4-H Club Show and Sale 

This years 4-H program was the largest to date 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Back in March, 
the Big Cypress 4-H pavilion hosted the 1 8th 
Annual Seminole Indian 4-H Club Show and 
Sale. The three-day event kicked off with the 
arrival of livestock for the swine and steer 
weigh-in. 

The first day was devoted to the 
exhibitors’ last minute grooming in prepara- 
tion for the show, which began at 6 p.m. the 
same day. “Gator” Sapp was the announcer for 
the evening. Following the invocation, every- 
one participated in a moment of silence for 
John Allen Hayes, former employee and vol- 
unteer with the 4-H Club. 

The PeeWee participants proudly dis- 
played their projects of ducks, chickens, rab- 
bits, goats, fish and beef calves. 

Immediately following the Peewee ’s, 
nine swine classes were determined by weight 
categories. Robert Damaree officiated as 
“swine judge.” As the classes entered the 
arena, the judge carefully examined each pig 
before making his final decision. Prior to 
announcing the winners, he discussed each pig 
with the audience indicating its’ high points or 
deficiencies. 

There were a total of 55 swine 
shown. Eastern Indian Rodeo Queen, Ayze 
Henry, assisted in the arena and handed out 
the ribbons for the swine portion of the show. 
Blue ribbons went to 10 first place winners, 

10 red ribbons for second place and 35 white 
ribbons for third place. 

This year’s grand champion swine 
belonged to Catlin Tommie, and weighed in at 
232 pounds. The reserve grand championship 
went to Cody Motlow, and weighed in at 226 
pounds. The junior showmanship award went 
to Stevie Brantley, while and Shyanna Osceola 
received the senior showmanship award. 


The 25 steer exhibitors entered the 
arena in the next four classes. Dallas 
Townsend was the judge for this portion of the 
show and carefully took considerable time 
with each entrant before making a determina- 
tion. 

The steers were awarded 1 9 blue rib- 
bons for first place and 6 red ribbons for sec- 
ond place. The grand championship for the 
best steer in The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
went to Jessica E. Lopez. Victoria Hernandez 
exhibited the reserve grand champion. Junior 
showmanship went to Jaryaca Baker, and Ayze 
Henry received the senior showmanship 
award. 

The buyer’s dinner took place Friday 
evening at 5 p.m., under the big chickee. A 
fabulous catered buffet was served. With full 
stomachs, the buyers retired to the 4-H pavil- 
ion for the livestock sale, which began at 7 
p.m., and lasted several hours. 

The auctioneer for the evening was 
Brian Trimble. Following the Invocation, the 
Peewee beef calves were acknowledged. Then 
the sponsors and contributors who made this 
year’s 4-H program possible were recognized. 

The sale results in the swine division 
varied from $5-$20 per pound with an aver- 
age of $7.25-$9.50. The steers brought an 
average of $6.50-$7.00 per pound, with $4.50 
for the lowest bid, and $10.00 for the highest 
bid. 

This year’s 4-H program was the 
largest to date and promises to inspire an even 
bigger participation next year. The Seminole 
Tribe takes great pride in its young people and 
recognizes their efforts in learning responsibil- 
ity through 4-H. 

We wish to take this opportunity to 
thank the buyers whose support made this pro- 
gram possible. 



Judy Weeks 


Robert Damaree judges the swine at the Seminole 4-H Club show and sale. 


Notice of 4-H Steer Projects Meeting 


BRIGHTON — Join us at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday July 15, at the Brighton Cattle 
Range Conference Room if you are interested 
in showing a steer for this year’s project. Steer 
enrollments will be turned in at this time. 
Guest speaker will be available for questions. 

Agenda topics include: what to look 


for when selecting a show steer, what to look 
for in calf frame, and structural differences. 
There will also be a drawing for a donated 
steer: 

Brighton will start gathering calves 
for shipping starting July 19-24; Big Cypress 
will start gathering July 26-30. 


Brighton 4-H, 

I would like to say thank 
you to all the Brighton 4-H members 
for the letters you all sent. I am sorry 
we could not buy all the steers and 
hogs, but I hope the add-ons helped 
out. I already thanked the Big 
Cypress and Immokalee 4-H mem- 
bers, but I would still like to say that 
all of you children did such a won- 
derful job on raising your steer or 
hog. Keep up the good work and we 
will be seeing you all again. 

Thank you, 

Paul Bowers Sr., B.C. 
Board Representative/Rock Mining 
Director 

Richard Bowers, Programs 
Manager, Natural Resources 
Assistant Director and LAC 
President 



4-H Awards Banquet and Fun Day 




Judy Weeks 

Marty Howell of the Nutrena Feed Company presents the Immokalee 4-H club with 
a check in the amount of $576. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The 

long awaited day for 
Immokalee ’s 4-H Club arrived on 
Saturday June 26. The awards 
banquet and funday got under- 
way at the reservation lake at 10 
a.m. Tents had been set up and 
the barbecue grill was sending 
mouth watering fumes into the 
air. 

Immokalee ’s 4-H pro- 
gram is a result of the combined 
efforts of the club members’ par- 
ents with the library’s Cris 
Marrero coordinating their 
efforts. 

The first activity of the 
day was a paddle boat race. Each 
contestant teamed up with an 
adult and paddled their way 
across the lake and back as the 
stop watch ticked away. It may 
sound easy, but the team mates 
will tell another story. 

Boats running in circles, 
tired legs feeling like rubber and 
zig-zagging across the lake in 
reverse. It didn’t matter how you 
got there as long as you made it 
in the boat. Seminole Police 
Department Officer Laura Herron 
good naturedly teamed up with Lily Mora. Complete with 
uniform, gun and radio she dripped water all the way back 
to the patrol car laughing. Ten teams competed for the lau- 
rels. 

The champions, father and daughter, Kenny Joe and 


Kenny Joe Davis was barbecue chef for the 4-H banquet. 


had been a whole family commitment and taught the value 
of responsibility. 

Master of ceremonies, Allison Garza, introduced 
Candy Mancil, who heads the Big Cypress 4-H Project. 
Mancil complimented the group on having the best swine 

program in the Seminole Tribe this year 
and having produced the grand champi- 
on steer. She thanked everyone for par- 
ticipating in the show and auction at 
Big Cypress and congratulated the 
youngsters on a job well done. 

The Nutrena Feed Company 
has a 4-H incentive program. On each 
bag of feed purchased there is an 
emblem redeemable for one dollar, 
which is not much, but it does add up. 
The participants carefully collected 
these symbols and turned them over to 
the feed distributor. 

Marty Howell attended the 
banquet on behalf of Nutrena and pre- 
sented the group with a check for $576. 
Needless to say, 4-H looks forward to 
doing business with Nutrena again next 
year. 

Parental Coordinator Cris 
Marrero assisted Allison Garza and 
Josie Davis with the awards presenta- 
tion. Each participant received a 4-H 
pin, T-shirt and a check with the pro- 
ceeds of the stock sale. All of the 
youngsters were excitedly talking about 
buying next years livestock and plan- 
ning for another show season. 

Jessica Lopez presented her grandparents, Pete and 
Elaine Aguilar, with a plaque and photo. She and Daddy, her 
grand champion steer, were thanking them for the many sup- 
portive hours they had donated to her project. At the conclu- 
sion of the ceremonies the 4-H, the youngsters presented 
Board Liasion Garza with a 4-H pin. 


Judy Weeks 


Josie Davis, beat the second place team of Daniel Cantu and 
Alan Hernandez by only one second. 

In the balloon toss the teams pared off and then 
formed two lines. Carefully the water balloons were tossed 
back and forth. Misguided balloons exploded like bombs, 
soaking not only the contestants, but bystanders as well. Joe 
and Davis again took first place. They are a hard team to 
beat. 


The egg toss went surprisingly well and 
lasted longer than you would expect. With 14 
teams tossing raw eggs back and forth, the two 
rows of competitors backed slowly away from 
each other. But sooner or later the little yellow 
handgranades exploded taking out the players. 
Cantu and Hernandez were the triumphant team. 

Meanwhile, a water slide had been get- 
ting heavy traffic all morning. Appetites were 
building. In between contests, Kenny Joe Davis 
had been preparing the ribs, steak, hot dogs and 
hamburgers on the grill. The 4-H parents had pre- 
pared the side dishes of fry bread, corn, beans, 
potato salad, coleslaw, fedaeo and Puerto Rican 
rice to name a few. Lois Alvarez prepared a 
homemade sheet cake and decorated it with the 4- 
H emblem and animals. 

Jessica Lopez, who raised this year’s 
grand champion steer, offered the blessing and the 
food, and a line formed at the buffet table. The 
group enjoyed a relaxing lunch and then cleared 
things away for the awards presentation. 

Board Liasion Raymond Garza made the 
opening remarks, reminiscing about his early days 
in 4-H, when he was the only Immokalee partici- 
pant. He said he had to travel all the way to 
Brighton for meetings. Immokalee has come a 
long way and he is very proud of their efforts. 

Council Liasion Elaine Aguilar addressed 
the group and thanked the parents for the wonder- 
ful job they had done running the 4-H projects. It 



Judy Weeks 


Josie Davis was not the winner of the egg toss contest, and the egg 
on her T-shirt shows it. 
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Camp Cloverleaf. For more information on this historic photo, please see the story continued on page 7. 
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4-H 

Continued from page 1 

She recalled when she was involved in a 4- 
H-type project and was one of those youngsters who 
started out with a chicken. She recalled hunting for 
grasshoppers to feed the chickens and she said she 
was so poor her father had to give her a dime to buy 
the feed. 

As an adult, Billie became one of the first 
women cattle owners of the tribe. 

“Handle your money well and you can live 
good,” she advised the youth. “Don’t waste your 
money, save it.” 

In today’s 4-H, the kids can earn sizeable 
amounts of money raising their swine or steer and 
selling them at the annual Seminole 4-H Youth 
Livestock Show & Sale. This year, for example, 
thanks to the generosity of a buyer who believes in 
the goals of 4-H, one of the youths earned $7,000 for 
his exceptional steer. All the youths did very well; 
this kind of money isn’t chicken scratch. 

Although not all the animals bring in top 
dollar, the financial rewards may be enough to moti- 
vate some of the kids to join 4-H. However, money is 
not the only motivation, since money can’t produce 
healthy, hearty animals. It takes hard work, love, ded- 
ication and a sense of responsibility. 

The 4-H program trains kids to become 
responsible adults. Responsible people make good 
decisions. Responsible people succeed. That is per- 
haps the reason why 4-H is an important tool in rais- 
ing kids. Everyone makes mistakes but learning 
responsible behavior is one of the major goals of 4-H. 

Parents also benefit from encouraging their 
children to get involved with 4-H. One of the major 
responsibilities of parenting is teaching kids responsi- 
bility, and 4-H makes that task a little easier. 

The 4-H program is the youth education pro- 
gram and part of the Cooperative Extension 
Service-a program that offers skills and training to 
tomorrow’s leaders. The mission of Seminole Indian 
4-H is to assist youth in acquiring knowledge, devel- 
oping life skills and forming attitudes that will enable 
them to become self-directing, productive and con- 
tributing members of the Seminole Tribe and society. 

All you have to do is look at some of the 4- 
H members of yesterday to see the leaders of today. 
Among the list of former 4-H members are tribal 
leaders Mitchell Cypress, Johnny Jones, Roger Smith, 
and Paul Bowers. 

As a young 4-H’er, Richard Bowers went all 
the way to 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
with his alligator 
project and many 
people in the Senate 
today still remember 
the show he put on 
for them on the 
steps of the Capitol. 

Bowers is currently 
serving as the presi- 
dent of the Indian 
Agricultural 
Council-a world- 
wide organization. 

Other notable 4-H 
alumni include 
Timmy Johns, 

Connie Whidden, 

David Cypress, 

Pastor Wonder 
Johns and rancher 
Sammy Gopher, to 
name just a few. 

There were 
several 4-H ban- 
quets held in June. 

Big Cypress hosted 
their celebration at 
Sonny’s BBQ in 
Clewiston, Fla. 
where Nathan Billie 
received his four 
year pin. 

“4-H teach- 
es us responsibility,” 
said Billie. “We 
have to take care of 
our animals. We 
have to wash them 
and walk them and 
feed them.” 

He said his 
steer weighed 600 
pounds when he 
bought his steer from 
Mae Jumper. At the 
livestock show eight 
months later it weighed in at 1,200 pounds. He said 
his secret to success was to feed his steer three times 
a day using Best Feed Ringmaster. 

Graduating Brighton senior, Trina Bowers 
said that kids “will definitely stay out of trouble” and 
learn to be responsible if they are involved in 4-H. 

She joined when she was eight-years-old and her first 
project was raising a swine, but since then she has 
raised steers. It is a big responsibility to take care of 
an animal and steer can be more difficult to raise than 
swine, according to Bowers. 


“You don’t have to put a halter on a swine,” 
she said. “We had one steer and we tried to tame 
him. He pinned mom into a corner and tried to hurt 
her and almost broke her arm. We couldn’t break 
him. I had a couple of steers like that.” 

Bowers’ strength was in the showmanship 
class, where she won top honors twice in the junior 
class, and three times in the senior class. She will 
now be attending the Heritage Institute in Ft. Myers, 
Fla. beginning August 9. She plans to study massage 
therapy. 

“I have my heart set on going to school, 
graduating and then working at the spa at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel,” Bowers said. 

Big Cypress’s Victoria Hernandez, winner of 
the Merit Award for the Reserve Grand Champion, 
graduated from Ahfachkee High School this year. She 
has been a 4-H member for 11 years. This year she 
started working with her Brangus steer from Jonah 
Cypress’ herd in August when it weighed 690 pounds. 
It gained 663 pounds under her care. 

Hernandez encourages other young people to 

join 4-H. 

“They’re missing out on the fun, the learn- 
ing experiences, meeting other people from different 
communities, meeting the judges and the buyers,” she 
said. 

She said that 4-H “made me a better per- 
son.” 

“It makes you able to talk to more people,” 
Hernandez continued. “And not to be afraid to do 
what you want to do.” 

The 4-H program has come a long way. The 
Chicken Project mentioned above was not an official 
4-H program, but a pre-cursor of 4-H organized by 
William D. Boehmer, who taught the Brighton Indian 
School years ago. At that time Rosie Billie, Howard 
Micco and Wonder Johns were children at the school. 

In 1956, Seminole students who wished to 
be 4-H members had to join the Glades County 4-H 
under the supervision of the Glades County Extension 
Agent, Maeola Fulton. 

Throughout the state of Florida, each county 
has a University of Florida extension agent responsi- 
ble for 4-H chapters. However, in 1998 the Seminole 
Tribe was able to achieve a status of its own and is 
now recognized as the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
County. 

“We are very proud of achieving that desig- 
nation,” said Polly Hayes, who has been the 4-H 
coordinator for the Seminole Tribe for the past eight 
years. 

When Hayes came on board there were only 
33 youths in 4-H. 

This past year there 
were 110. 

Hayes was 
also a 4-H member 
who attended the 4-H 
summer camp when 
she was 15 -years-old. 
In the photo of kids 
at Camp Cloverleaf 
(see photo on page 
6), Hayes has been 
able to identify a few 
of the tribal members 
but she is hoping that 
others who read this 
story can help her 
identify everyone in 
the photo. And, by 
the way, 4-H youth 
still continue to go to 
Camp Cloverleaf 
each summer. 

Parents are 
often the best volun- 
teers in 4-H and there 
are many who 
deserve recognition. 
At the Brighton 4-H 
banquet, Hayes intro- 
duced two parent 
leaders who were 
once members of 4-H 
themselves. 

“Without the 
help of our project 
leaders, its hard to 
keep going,” she 
said. “I want to rec- 
ognize parents like 
Betty Billie for her 
help. She received 
her first year pin, as 
well as Emma 
Urbina.” 

Urbina did a 
wonderful job as the 
banquet’s master of 

ceremonies of the banquet. 

“This is my first year as a volunteer”, said 
Urbina, “It was a learning experience. I see some kids 
need help. If you see something I did wrong, come 
help me. It was my first year and it was rough some- 
times but they asked me to do it again and I said I 
would.” 

There are so many people who support the 
4-H program and devote their time in so many ways 
that the tributes could go on and on. However, special 
mention must go to the advisory committee made up 
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Big Cypress 4-H Club Secretary-Treasurer Ayze Henry 
recieves her third year pin. 
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Seminole 4-H Club officers: (L-R) Lois Billie, Emma Urbino, Leanne Billie, Betty Billie, 4-H Coordinator 
Polly Hayes, Brighton Council Representative Roger Smith, Adam Osceola, Bo Parker and Steel Gopher. 


of Chris Marrero and Norita Yzaguirre of Immokalee; 
Candy Mancil and Linda Tommie of Big Cypress, 
Steve Young and Robin Osceola of Hollywood, and 
Dionne Smedley, Selena Billie and Betty Billie and 
Emma Urbina of Brighton. 

Additional congratulations go out to graduat- 
ing seniors Trina Bowers, Kari Kroplin and Victoria 
Hernandez. The Seminole Indian 4-H Club would 
also like to give recognition to the following young- 
sters who have shown outstanding dedication to their 
role as a club member and/or officer: Shay anna 
Osceola and Shelby Osceola from Hollywood, Adam 
Osceola, Trina Bowers and Kari Kroeplin from 
Brighton, Mark Arriaga and Lazara Marrero from 
Immokalee, and Keifer Jumper from Big Cypress. 

Here are the results from the end of the year 
Brighton 4-H Banquet: 

Swines (Judge Robert 
Damaree) 

First class: 

Michael Shaffer 
(Immokalee), 182 
pounds; Justin Garza 
(Immokalee), 184; 

Rosalinda Lopez, 

(Immokalee), 184; 

Jordan Rodriguez 
(Immokalee), 185; 

Nuathkee Henry (Big 
Cypress), 186; Keagan 
Cypress (B.C.), 190. 

Second Class: 

Esmerelda Billie 
(Immokalee), 193; 

Nikki Davis 
(Immokalee), 193; 

Immokalee club hog, 

194; Rosa Urbina 
(Brighton), 198; 

Ravenne Osceola 
(Brighton), 199; 

Cassandra Jimmie 
(Immokalee), 201. 

Third Class: 

Adrienne Cypress 
(B.C.), 210; Robert 
Parker (Brighton), 212; 

Marissa Sanchez 
(Immokalee), 212; Nina 
Frias (Immokalee), 213; 

Alexis Martin 
(Immokalee), 215; 

Tylor Tigertail (B.C.), 

217; Lorena Puente (Immokalee), 217. 

Fourth Class: Steele Gopher (Brighton), 
218; Deidra Hall (Immokalee), 218; Nathan Gopher 
(Brighton), 219; Hali Garcia (Immokalee), 220; 

Ragon Osceola (B.C.), 225; Cody Motlow 
(Immokalee), 226; Brianna Nunez (Brighton), 227. 

Fifth Class: Kandice Victory (B.C.), 230; 
Kerwin Miller (Brighton), 230; Destiny Nunez 
(Brighton), 231; Frankie Marrero (Immokalee), 232; 
Christopher Briscall (Immokalee), 232; Andre Jumper 
(B.C.), 232. 

Sixth Class: Catlin Tommie (B.C.), 232; J.T. 
Smith (Brighton), 233; Ethan Gopher (Brighton), 

235; Mallorie Sanchez (Immokalee), 232; Andre 
Jumper (Immokalee), 239. 

Seventh Class: Clint Bowers (Brighton), 
241; Terrance Billie (Brighton), 246; Chebon Gooden 
(B.C.), 246; Shyanna Osceola (Hollywood), 247; 
Ethan Billie (Immokalee), 258. 

Eighth Class: Stevie Brantley (Brighton), 
261; Devin Billie (Immokalee), 263; Joey Simone 
(B.C.), 265; Chad Motlow (Immokalee), 265; 

Brandon Billie (Brighton), 266; Hillard Gopher 
(Brighton), 273. 

Ninth Class: Lois Billie (Brighton), 278; 
Kiylier Baker (Brighton), 279; Joel Arreguin 


(Immokalee), 279; Kendra Frank (Immokalee), 293; 
Clsrissa Garza (Immokalee), 294; Ashton Baxley 
(Brighton), 324. 

Steers (Judge Dallas Townsend) 

First Class: B.C. steer club, 907; 

Immokalee steer club, 913; Jewel Buck (Immokalee), 
974; Tommy Benson (Immokalee), 983; Seth 
Randolph (Brighton), 1024; Shelby Osceola 
(Hollywood), 1028; Adam Osceola (Brighton), 1035; 
Allison Garza (Immokalee), 1035. 

Second Class: Lazara Marrero (Immokalee), 
1043; Nathan Billie (B.C.), 1044; Miranda Osceola 
(B.C.), 1062; Kim Victory (B.C.), 1070; Christian 
Benson (Immokalee), 1082; Justin Osceola 
(Brighton), 1091. 

Third Class: Jaryaca Baker (Brighton), 

1139; Leanna Billie (Brighton), 1150; Morgan Frank 

(Immokalee), 1156; 

Tracy Victory (B.C.), 
1165; Jodi Simone 
(B.C.), 1178; Trina 
Bowers (Brighton), 

1179; Kari Kroeplin 
(Brighton), 1193. 

Fourth Class: 
Ayze Henry (B.C.) 1205; 
Jessica Lopez 
(Immokalee), 1231; 
Keifer Jumper (B.C.), 
1259; Victoria 
Hernandez (B.C.), 1253. 
Pee- Wee Show 

Ducks: Hanni 
Jumper (B.C.); Rabbits: 
Rodney Mercer (B.C.); 
Beef Calves: Chief 
Billie (B.C.), Courtney 
Gore (Brighton); Shawn 
Osceola (Brighton); 
Chelsea Williams (B.C.); 
Chickens: Beyvins 
Jumper(B.C.); Goats: 
Chelsea Williams (B.C.). 
Seminole Indian 4-H 
Club Officers 

Brighton 

Swine Club: President 
Steel Gopher, Vice 
President Kerwin Miller, 
Secretary Bo Parker, 
Treasure Lois Billie. 

Brighton Steer 
Club: President Trina 
Bowers, Vice President Adam Osceola, Secretary 
Kari Kroeplin, Treasure Leanna Billie. 

Big Cypress: President Victoria Hernandez, 
Vice President Nathon Billie, Secretary-Treasure 
Ayze Henry. 

Immokalee: President Josie Davis, Vice 
President Johnathon Rodriguez, Secretary Joseph 
Rodriguez, Treasure Bonnie Davis, Sergeant of Arms 
Frankie Marrero and Jordan Rodriguez, Reporters 
Devin Billie and Mallori Sanchez. 

Record Book Recognition 

Junior Winners: 1. Lois Billie, 2. Candace 
Cade; 3. Tracy Victory. 

Senior Winners: 1. Kimberly Victory; 2. 
Leanna Billie; 3. Steele Gopher. 

Steer Project Merit Awards 

Grand champion steer: Jessica Lopez; 
Reserve grand champion steer: Victoria Hernandez; 
Showmanship: Jaryaca Baker. 

Swine Project Merit Awards 

Grand champion steer: Catlin Tommie; 
Reserve grand champion steer: Cody Motlow; 
Showmanship: Destiny Nunez. 

Special Recognition to Cattle Owners 

Grand champion steer: Mike Smith (B.C.); 
Reserve grand champion steer: Jonah Cypress (B.C.). 
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Big Cypress 4-H Club’s Vice President, Nathan 
Billie, recieves his sixth year award. 
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954-925-5555 


800-596-LIMO 


Summer 04 Specials 


* Weekdays 

M2 Mummer Urcio $500 
10 Passenger Lincoln $350 

■ Weekends 

H2 Hummer Liroo $600 



1 0 Passe n g er Li nco I n $ 400 

* Rate Includes Complimentary Bar and 
Driver's Tip 
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Family Services * Yaat-acheewatke-Emaashaachaaie ❖ Eckvlke Emanickv 


Immokalee Health Fair 


By Billie Napper 

IMMOKALEE — The 
Collier County Health Department had 
a health fair in the Immokalee gym on 
Tuesday June 29, as part of their 
observance of World AIDS Testing 
Day. The health department provided 
blood pressure screening, blood sugar 
testing, HIV tests, inoculations and a 
variety of information about communi- 
cable diseases and health problems. 

The programs within the 
Collier County health department that 
were represented include Barbara 
May dish, RN, of Healthy Start; Mary 
Lou Alvarado, LPN and Gloria Rivera 
of the Immunization Program; Rachel 
Garcia and Tammy Frabel of Health 
Education; and Robert Staudinger, 

Kettly Benoit and Barbara Garcia rep- 
resenting HIV National Test Day. 

Mary Lou Alvarado is a tribal citizen 
and a resident on the Immokalee reser- 
vation, so she played a significant part 
in setting up this event. 

Robert Staudinger is particularly proud of American reservation in the state of Florida that held 
the Immokalee reservation, as it was the only Native an even t specifically targeting HIV testing last year. 

Staudinger stressed that many people who have HIV 
feel and look healthy, so they don’t realize 
they have the disease. The only sure way to 
confirm or rule out HIV is by medical test. 

The health department is now 
using a test that does not involve drawing 
blood, so you don’t even have to get stuck. 
He went on to say that the importance of 
knowing you have HIV is that with proper 
medication and a healthy lifestyle, people 
with HIV are now living much longer and 
have a much more normal life than they did 
in the past. 

The reservation was quiet that day 
as several families were on vacation, but 
there was still a good turnout. Most encour- 
aging were the young people who stopped 
by to check out the fair to see what they 
could learn. The health fair is a good exam- 
ple of the positives that can be achieved by 
people and agencies working together to 
improve peoples’ health and lives. Robert 
would like to make this an annual event to 
encourage healthy lifestyles and preventive 
measures. 




Photo courtesy of Family Services 


Tommy Benson, Allen Hernandez, Allen Michael Venzor, Mella 
Billie and Ethan Billie check out the information provided at the 
health fair. 


The Immokalee Transitions Booth 




(L-R) New counselor Diana Rocha and Laura Heritier. 


Photo courtesy of Family Services 


By Billie Napper 

IMMOKALEE — The 

Immokalee family services depart- 
ment had a booth on “Life 
Transitions” in front of the Field 
Office on Thursday July 1 . 

Transitions, or changes in one’s life, 
are stages that we all go through at 
various times. Transitions usually 
include some pleasant or positive 
changes such as getting married, 
graduating from a phase of school, 
having children, getting a job, buying 
a house or being successful at some- 
thing. 

However, other transitions 
can produce a lot of stress and may 
cause some depression or anxiety. 

These changes could include divorce, 
loss of a loved one, health problems, 
losing a job, or losing one’s home. 

The focus was on handling these 
transitions so they do not become 
large problems. 

The staff had a variety of items out for visi- 
tors. The Seminole Police Department had generous- 


ly donated magnets in the shape of their patrol cars 
with their telephone number as well as the 9 1 1 num- 
bers. They had also provided some 
pamphlets Sergeant Laura Herron 
had designed describing and show- 
ing pictures of street drugs and 
more common items abused by 
teenagers. 

The family services staff 
had pamphlets on how to handle 
the transition that girls go through 
to become women, as well as the 
transitions boys go through to 
become men. There were also 
pamphlets on healthy relationships 
and on making decisions about 
your life. 

The family services staff 
had made some fans that listed 
some of life’s transitions along 
with the telephone number for the 
family services office. Community 
members were very generous with 
their time, stopping by to say hello 
and chat about various transitions 
they had experienced and how they 
had survived them. 


Photo courtesy of Family Services 

Tilda Perez with her grandchildren Celia and GG 


Immokalee Senior Luncheon for June 



By Billie Napper 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee senior 
luncheon for June 2004 was held in the Immokalee 
gym on Thursday June 24 at 11:30 a.m. The topic 


was on street drugs and household items that adoles- 
cents may use to get a high and was a collaboration 
between the Seminole Police Department and the 
family services department. 

Louise Motlow 
blessed the luncheon with a 
prayer. Sergeant Laura Herron 
of the Seminole Police 
Department had designed a 
handout which listed descrip- 
tions of various drugs of abuse 
and showed pictures of the 
drugs or items. The booklets 
were given to the attendees and 
Billie Napper of family servic- 
es talked about the various 
drugs and about behaviors that 
would indicate someone might 
be abusing drugs. 

There was a lively 
discussion with seniors bring- 
ing up many interesting ques- 
tions. Elsa Zamora provided an 
excellent lunch of Mexican 
food. Attendees included 
Louise Motlow, Rachel Billie, 
Mary Sanchez, Nancy Garza, 
Joseph Billie, Elaine Aguilar, 
Elizabeth Olea and Armida 
Roberts. 


Photo courtesy of Family Services 

Louise Motlow and Noella O’Donnell chat at the luncheon. 




Photo courtesy of Family Services 

Counselor Anne Stephenson. 


Photo courtesy of Family Services 

Counselor Tony Roberts. 


Life Transitions: 


The Circle of Life 



By Anne Stephenson and Sandy Murugan 

HOLLYWOOD — This month’s topic at the 
family services booth was life transitions; what we 
encounter as we go 
through our life’s 
journey. These 
include birth and 
death, growing up 
and aging, making 
new acquaintances 
and losing signifi- 
cant people in our 
lives. 

Family 

Services coun- 
selors had a great 
time handing out 
gifts to assist in 
our journey as we 
go through the cir- 
cle of life-coping 
skills magnets and 
life success gift 
bags. In addition, 
fresh fruit and cold 
water were made 
available. 

Next 

month’s booth will 
provide fun stuff 
and tips on kids 
going back to 
school. Please stop 


by the booth and say hello. As always, the staff at 
family services is committed to serving all of the 
families of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 


Photo courtesy of Family Services 

Tribal outreach worker Yvonne Court and Counselor Anne Stephenson. 
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Jo-Lin Osceola Continues Education 


By Dora Bell 

HOLLYWOOD — The higher education 
program would like to recognize another one of its 
students, tribal citizen Jo-Lin Osceola. She has 
recently graduated from Johnson & Wales University 
in North Miami, Fla., earning her second academic 
degree, an associate of science degree in food and 
beverage management. 

Being a parent of alO month old baby has 
not stopped Jo-Lin from enrolling in a master’s 
degree program in global management. Osceola proj- 
ects she will finish her 1 8-month program in approxi- 
mately 24 months, all depending on her son Tiger’s 
needs. Maintaining a balanced life and having her son 
on a schedule has helped Osceola make time for her 
studies. Osceola thanked the higher education pro- 
gram, local representatives, family and friends for 
their support. 

Osceola hopes to inspire other tribal citizens 
to continue their education. Her younger sisters Jo-Jo 
and Tasha Osceola are two youngsters who have 
taken their older sister’s lead. They have toured 
Dartmouth College in New Hampshire and Florida 


State University, respectively. Osceola said she hopes 
other tribal citizens won’t give up on their education, 
saying “it’s hard, but it’s worth it.” Her father, Jo Dan 
Osceola agreed. 

“Anything worthwhile takes time,” he said, 
“But anything bad will come quickly.” 

Higher Education Advisor Dora Bell inter- 
viewed Jo-Lin Osceola. Here are some of Osceola’s 
thoughts regarding higher education: 

Dora Bell : Can you explain to other 
Seminole students the value of the higher education 
grant program? 

Jo-Lin Osceola : Higher education is very 
valuable. I just received my second degree in food 
and beverage management and currently hold a bach- 
elor’s degree in business administration. In order to 
be competitive outside our reservation, you need to 
have at least a bachelor’s degree, so you can move 
forward to make you much stronger in the job mar- 


ket. It’s invaluable, actually. 

DB: Tell us more about the institutions 
where you’ve had both of your degrees and particu- 
larly the last one. What would make it recommend- 
able to other Seminole students? 

JLO : The first institution I went to was the 
Union Institute where I received my bachelor’s 
degree. It was an online course and you met with 
your instructors once a week. However, it was ideal 
for me because at the time I was working three jobs, 
and running my own company at the same time. It 
requires about three to four hours on the computer 
daily, reading the course material, to participate in the 
online discussions, and to complete work assign- 
ments. Now, I just started my first semester for my 
master’s degree in global management with the 
University of Phoenix online, a great challenge that 
requires lots of discipline. 

DB : Give me a specific example of some- 
thing you know from your experiences as a student 
that would help build enthusiasm in others. 

JLO : My education helped me to become 
eligible to be an intern with the U.S. Congress in 

Washington, D.C. 
with the National 
Congress of 
American Indians. 

I was selected 
from a pool of 
hundreds of appli- 
cants. This was a 
very enriching 
experience. 
Education also 
gives you an 
advantage to be 
selected to work 
with the Seminole 
Tribe in different 
capacities of man- 
agement. It gives 
you and advantage 
and opportunities 
on or off reserva- 
tion, should you 
decide to leave. 
Move anywhere in 
the country, you 
will be marketable. 
DB: 

Describe a specific 
problem you solved 
while in school. 
How did you 
approach the problem and what was the outcome? 

JLO : When I had my son, which was a 
major obstacle, especially because of a couple of 
health issues. Mainly I resolved it by staying focused 
and ignoring the peer pressure out there. 

DB: What are your personal and professional 

goals? 

JLO: Over the next two years, personally my 
number one goal is to raise my son and be a good 
mother. Professionally, my goal is to complete my 
master’s degree, and also be a good role model for 
other students and perspective students, whether is a 
young mother, a young man, or a single parent. 

DB: What are the most important rewards 
that you expect from your efforts? 

JLO: The most important reward for me is to 
encourage my younger sisters to move forward with 
school. 



Kindergarten Summer School - 
Hollywood and Brighton 


Submitted by Linda Knee 

This summer we are proud 
to have four certified teachers work 
with our pre-k graduates, Fila Vaz, 
Ashanda Dorsett, Doreen Backes, 
and Jane Ehrart. This program is 
designed to simulate the kinder- 
garten environment. The teachers 
have compiled a curriculum which 
includes pre-reading, math, lan- 
guage arts, pre-writing and class- 
room etiquette. 

Their day consists of 
phonics, small muscle coordination 
activities, numeric recognition, and 
concepts. Classroom etiquette con- 
sists of following direction, 
respecting their peers and function- 
ing in a group. The goal of this 
program is to insure a solid founda- 
tion on which the children can 
develop and reach their full poten- 
tial. 



Adelsa Williams 


(L-R) Doreen Backes, Fila Vaz and Jane Erhart, certified teachers, 
with Linda Knee, from the education department. 





Gourmet Gift Baskets 

And Goodies 


Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1*303 


954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Bfvd. 
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Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 
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Trail students enjoy breakfast at ‘Ohana restaurant on their incentive trip. 


Adelsa Williams 


Tamiami Trail Students Earn Incentive 


Trip to Walt Disney World® 


By Adelsa Williams 

ORLANDO, FL — The school year is over, 
but for Seminole students residing in the Tamiami 
Trail reservation area, it meant a road trip to Orlando. 
Students who averaged at least a 2.0 grade point aver- 
age (GPA) were treated to several days of fun from 
June 16-20. 

Everyone loaded into a chartered bus and 
headed to Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge Resort. 

Trial Liaison William Osceola and his assis- 
tants prepared a schedule of group activities that 
would entertain the students during their adventure. 

On the first night, students enjoyed one of 
the most artistic and unusual circuses, Cirque Du 
Soleil’s La Nouba at Downtown Disney. The show 
included more than 1 00 performers, including 
clowns, flying trapeze artists, aerial ballerinas, and 
acrobats doing high wire acts during a comprehen- 
sive musical score that intensifies the visual experi- 
ence. 

With its original score, extraordinary cos- 
tumes, surreal sets, theatrical lighting and high ener- 
gy choreography, La Nouba weaves an unforgettable 
90-minute tapestry of art, life and high drama on an 
Elizabethan- style stage. La Nouba, which loosely 
translated from French means “to party,” is a favorite 
show and appeals an audience of any age, making 
this a sure enjoyable experience for the Seminole stu- 
dents. 

During the day, the group got a chance to 
enjoy the Walt Disney World® experience, having a 
choice to visit three themes Disney parks of their 
choice. They also had their choice of visiting either 
Typhoon Lagoon or Blizzard Beach, both Disney 
water parks. 

The Rock ‘n’ Roller Coaster® Aerosmith- 
themed ride at Disney’s MGM Studios seemed to be 
a favorite among the Seminole students, as they 
excitedly commented how fun it was while being 
transported from one event to the next. 

On the second day of the excursion, the 
group was treated to a dinner show at the Pioneer 
Hall in Disney’s Fort Wilderness & Campground 
Resort, called the Hoop-Dee-Doo Musical Revue, 
one of the longest running dinner shows at Walt 
Disney World®. Six Wild West performers singed, 
danced and humored the audience accompanied by a 
banjo player and pianist, while they enjoyed an all- 
you-can-eat dinner. 

The following night, the group gathered for 
a pizza party at the resort, where Liaison William 
Osceola addressed the students, mainly to congratu- 
late them for completing the school year. 

“What we’re trying to do is encourage stu- 
dents of all grades to continue with their education, 
he said. “That way they can come back and work for 
the tribe and maybe one day we can become self-suf- 
ficient.” 

He also introduced Ericka Osceola, as a new 
addition to his staff. 

“We have a lot of activities going on and 
Ericka asked me if I needed anything done, so I hired 
her,” said Osceola. “If there’s an issue with the stu- 
dents, Ericka is the person to see and we will try to 
get tutoring or whatever you may need.” 

Ericka briefly explained how the parent 
advisor committee plans to raise the GPA require- 
ment from a 2.0 to a 3.0 average for students to be 
able to participate in next year’s incentive trip. 

Following, President and Vice Chairman 
Moses Osceola shared a couple of words with the 


students as well. 

“When I was young, I always looked for- 
ward to that last day of school, so I know you’re glad 
to be out,” he said. “It is good that your representa- 
tive is thinking about you too, and tries to reward you 
for going to school and learning.” 

He also encouraged students to pursue edu- 
cation after high school, so they can step up to take 
charge of the government and the businesses of the 
tribe. 

“The tribe will support you if you decide go 
to vocational or college,” he said. “Get educated and 



come back and come and help your organization out.” 

Moses also thanked William for inviting him 
to participate in the incentive trip and spoke highly of 
William’s efforts to have his community spoken for. 

“William works very hard for you all; he 
comes to Hollywood and is always speaking out for 
what you need out there,” he said. 

The day prior to departure, the group gath- 
ered up for a character breakfast at the ‘Ohana restau- 
rant, located at Disney’s Polynesian’s Resort. 

‘Ohana means “family” in the Hawaiian lan- 
guage, and everything is served family-style in an all- 
you-can-eat setting. 

While the students enjoyed their meal, they 
were surprised when Mickey Mouse and his friends 
made an appearance. They got a chance to interact 
with the characters, get autographs, take pictures and 
even joined them during a parade around the restau- 
rant while rattling maracas. 

Watching the students’ ecstatic expressions 
as they interacted with Mickey Mouse and his friends 
makes this event a definite successful reward. 

“That’s what all is about,” said William, as 
the parents nodded. 


Mandatory Meeting for Parents of 
Future Private School Students 


Submitted by Linda Knee 

HOLLYWOOD — All parents whose child 
or children will be attending private school for the 
2004-2005 school year must attend this mandatory 
meeting. The meeting will take place July 27 at 12 


p.m. in the old community center building. 

The mandatory meeting will cover new pri- 
vate school policy school resource officer new resolu- 
tions. Please call Linda Knee at (954) 989-6840, Ext. 
1313 with any questions. 


Frank Celebrates His Graduation from FAU 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLYWOOD — On Monday July 12, Anthony Frank 
celebrated his graduation from Florida Atlantic University (FAU) 
in the second floor lounge at the Hollywood headquarter build- 
ing. 

Many of his friends and co-workers showed up to 
express their congratulations, and to have a taste of that delicious 
white vanilla layered cake. The cake was decorated with blue and 
green icing flowers arranged around a color cake photo of 
Anthony being awarded his bachelor of science degree. 

“I want to thank God, my mother and my Grandaddy, 
the education department, the council, and the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for helping me with this great personal achievement,” he 
said. “I will seek to further my educational goals by studying for 
my master’s degree in business management. 

Congratulations and good luck Anthony Frank as you 
pursue your future educational goals. 



Felix DoBosz 

Anthony Frank is all smiles at his grad- 
uation party. 
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Florida Trail Riders Event a Success 




By Mark Beamer 

BIG CYPRESS — More than 700 riders 
entered the First Annual Seminole Tribe MX Park’s 
Hare Scramble event for off-road motorcycles. Racers 
and spectators enjoyed perfect weather conditions and 
a demanding course that included woods trails, hills, 
grass fields, and the existing motocross track as part 
of an eight and 1 0 mile 
loop. More than 50 class- 
es were raced over two 
days with riders of all 
ages and skill levels, 
both male and female, 
competing in this final 
event of the Florida Trail 
Riders (FTR) sanctioned 
series. 

The FTR series 
is one of the most suc- 
cessful off-road organiza- 
tions in the country. The 
unbelievable turnout of 
riders at this event is 
proof that off-road 
motorcycling will be a 
mainstay in South 
Florida. 

“It’s about time 
someone built a dirt bike 
facility like this in South 
Florida,” said longtime Miami resident and motorcy- 
cle enthusiast, Bill Anderson. 

FTR is a registered, non-profit Florida cor- 
poration more than 31 -years-old, with 2000-plus 
members throughout the state. The purpose of FTR is 
to promote the image of responsible motorcyclist, to 
sanction, schedule, assist and monitor off-road motor- 
cycle events in Florida. The FTR helps provide safer, 
better organized, and more enjoyable events for all 
enduro, hare scramble, and motocross enthusiasts. 
After seeing the Seminole Tribe’s beautiful motocross 
facility, the FTR knew that this would be an ideal 
location for a racing event. 


The newly developed Seminole Tribe MX 
Park has been open since early-December for practice 
and has enjoyed a steady growth of riders, even 
though the park is unfinished. 

According to Jack Gorton, track director, 
“We are still in the beginning stages of development 
with our MX park, and we’re already getting a huge 

number of riders. We 
studied all the other 
popular tracks and took 
notes. We are simply 
building what the peo- 
ple want and need, with 
the spectators, and rid- 
ers, best interests in 
mind. Our track is 
unique in that we pro- 
vide a different riding 
course and class for 
each size of motorcycle 
or quad rider as well as 
their skill level. And 
when the MX Park is 
completed it will 
accommodate everyone 
including the specta- 
tors, vendors, dealers, 
television crews, emer- 
gency services, etc.” 
The racing 

began on Saturday morning after a one-lap practice 
session and a riders meeting, finishing up with the 
specially designed shortened hare scrambles course 
for the pee wee bike riders through age eight. New 
transponders were mounted to each rider’s equipment 
in order to efficiently score the racers and let them 
know their times and position during the race. 

When asking what riders thought of the 
course and facility, most expressed enthusiasm with a 
big smile saying that it was a fun, yet demanding 
ride. Overall, most riders thought that the Seminole 
Tribe MX Park’s First Annual Hare Scrambles Event 
was fun, exciting, and well organized. Some riders 

were very surprised that the MX 
Park was able to put the amount 
of trails into the course in such a 
short time frame. Obviously the 
track crew worked very and did 
an excellent job on the layout. 

’’You get your money’s 
worth,” said racer Mario Rivera 
of Hialeah, Fla. “Where else can 
you spend a day going racing 
and ride 40 miles before noon 
and have so much fun?” 

For more information 
on FTR sanctioned hare scram- 
bles events and memberships, 
call (386) 668-9700, or check 
their website at www.floridatrail- 
riders.org. Membership fees 
range from $ 10— $35. The 
Seminole Tribe Motocross Park 
can be reached by phone at 
(863) 983-1894 and on the web 
at www.seminoletribemo- 
tocross.com. 


Photos courtesy Mark Beamer 

Riders prepare to run and start their machines as an air horn signals 
the start of the race. 


Photos courtesy Mark Beamer 

Woman's A Class winner, #117 April Hodges, negoti- 
ates a tight section of the course on Sunday. 
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Billy Nelson Makes Big Impression 
in Amateur Motocross Racing 


By Ted Nelson 

BIG CYPRESS — Since January 2004, 
Billy Nelson has been preparing for Loretta Lynn’s 
National Amateur Motocross Championships. In 
February, while in Reddick, Fla,. Nelson qualified for 
the southeastern regional. It was a difficult race but 
Nelson finished in the top eight riders, while hin- 
dered by a broken wrist. 

He was sidelined 
for about a month and 
returned to race again in 
the Florida Series at 
Okeechobee Thundercross 
Motocross Park finishing 
in the top five. Nelson 
worked hard with daily 
practice at various tracks 
in Ocala, Fla. and 
Reddick, Fla., as well as 
his own practice track he 
built behind his property 
in Ocala. 

Finally, in May, 

Nelson traveled with his 
father, Ted Nelson Sr., to 
Parker Valley, N.C. for the 
southeastern regional 
competition. Nelson blast- 
ed out of the hole shot 
smoking the competition 
and winning by nearly 
half a lap in the first race. 

In the second 
race, he got a great hole 
shot again, however, in 
the first lap another rider 
clipped his back wheel 
causing five dirt bikes to 
go down in a tangled 
mess. After the entire field 
of riders had passed 
Nelson finally separated 
his bike from the others 
and resumed the race only to finish in thirty-third 
place. 

In the third and final race, he again took the 
hole shot and never looked back finishing first again 
with no rider close to him. Overall, Nelson finished 
twelfth, which made him eligible for the nationals as 
an alternate. 

In June, Nelson traveled to Dublin Gap, 
Penn, for the northeastern regional. He hoped to fin- 


ish in the top eight riders and qualify for Loretta 
Lynn’s National Amateur Motocross Championships. 

In the first race his bike seemed to be bog- 
ging down when he needed to accelerate but he still 
finished fifth. Between the next race Nelson and his 
father worked frantically to make mechanical adjust- 
ments for the next race. Although the bike seemed to 
run better, disaster was lurk- 
ing in the shadows. 

Nelson had a great 
hole shot and was situated in 
second place all the way into 
the last lap when he was 
ready to take the lead. That 
is when the engine seized up 
a half lap from the finish 
line. He and family were 
very disappointed as this 
meant Nelson would not fin- 
ish in the top eight even if 
he were to finish first in the 
final race. 

That night Nelson, 
his friends, and competitors 
spent four hours transferring 
an engine to his race bike so 
he could race again for the 
final race. In the final race 
Nelson had the worst start- 
ing position possible howev- 
er managed to work his way 
through 44 riders and fin- 
ished in fourth place. 

Overall, he finished in twen- 
tieth place. 

In spite of the dis- 
appointment Nelson 
remained upbeat and posi- 
tive, and never quit. He is 
making plans to compete in 
several national motocross 
events in August and 
September. Maybe, there 
will be a chance for him to race at Loretta’s this year. 
If not, there is always next year. 

We will keep you updated on the future rac- 
ing events. Nelson and family want to thank the tribe 
for the support given. Look for Billy Nelson when 
Seminole Motocross re-opens. Also, thanks to GB 
Works (Greg Barker), Jack Gorten, Mitchell Cypress, 
David Cypress, Max Osceola, Moses Jumper and 
Moses Osceola for their support. 



Photo courtesy of Ted Nelson 


Amateur motocross riders Billy Nelson and 
Ted Nelson. 


Safety Taught atATV Training Course 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The second phase of an 
all-terrain vehicle (ATV) training course was provid- 
ed by the Seminole Police Department on Wednesday 
June 23. The majority of Immokalee’s youth gathered 
at the Cultural Village with their machines in antici- 
pation of the event. 

Sergeant Powell 
Morris and Officer Scott 
Akin, who came from Big 
Cypress to conduct the 
training course, were 
assisted by Lieutenant Phil 
Gonzalez. Raymond Mora 
and broadcasting’s Angie 
Arreguin volunteered their 
services on the obstacle 
course. 

The first order of 
the day was the distribu- 
tion of the new helmets 
which were provided to 
each participant by Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar. The spe- 
cially fitted helmets had 
just arrived and will be col- 
lected for personalizing 
after the course has been completed. Arrangements 
have been made to have each helmet air brushed with 
a picture of the owner’s choosing on the side. 

The instruction area had been laid out with 
traffic cones. The riders first entered an obstacle 
course in which they zig-zagged in and out of a 
straight row of cones to indicate their ability to con- 
trol their vehicle safely. They proceeded from there 
to a circle of cones where they learned about con- 
trolled speed in a turn. Next was the simulated inter- 
section where they discussed a full stop, look both 
ways and proceed with caution only after yielding to 
the traffic. 

All of the above participants paid close 
attention and performed the assigned tasks. Well, 
almost everyone. Edward Aguilar Jr., who wasn’t 
quite four years old yet, was very excited and could- 


n't wait for his turn. When the time finally came he 
was off and running. As he raced down the obstacle 
course, he took out half of the cones. In the turns, he 
attempted unsuccessfully to circle each individual 
cone. His trip to the intersection was hilarious! 

Morris and Mora carefully explained the 
rules to him twice. Arreguin represented an oncom- 
ing car. When she wasn't 
there, he stopped, waited 
and refused to proceed; 
however, when Arreguin 
approached the intersec- 
tion, he took off chasing 
her across the field on his 
four-wheeler. 

Later I asked 
Aguilar Jr. if he knew 
what the officer wanted 
him to do. He quickly 
replied, “He wanted me 
to run over her.” 

The certificate 
for what not to do an a 
four-wheeler defiantly 
went to Edward Aguilar 
Jr. 

We all laughed 
and enjoyed his antics. However, there was a valu- 
able lesson to be learned. When operating any kind 
of equipment, there are age and ability limitations. 
Until these obstacles have been overcome, strict 
supervision is a necessity if accidents and injuries are 
to be avoided. 

A quick trip through the woods brought the 
riders to the small track behind the ball field. The 
officers supervised the youth as they traveled over 
the hills and around the curves in the loose sand. 
Safety was a priority and they learned the outcome of 
poor decisions could result in injury or much worse. 

The boys and girls retired to the community 
chickee at the ball field for the presentation of their 
certificates for having completed the course. A lunch 
of pizza, chicken wings and cold drinks was supplied 
by the recreation department. 



Judy Weeks 


Alan Hernandez (left) and his brother Anthony 
wait patiently for their turn on the course. 
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All Indian and Their Spouses 
Bowling Tournament 



By Shelley Marmor 

DAVIE, FL — On Saturday 
July 3, tribal citizens and their spouses 
met at Don Carter University Bowling 
Lanes for a friendly competition. This 
bowling tournament coincided with sev- 
eral other sporting activities on 
or near the Hollywood 
reservation. 

To com- 
memorate the 
Fourth of July 
holiday, 

Seminoles and 
their spouses 
participated in 
events includ- 
ing a basketball 
tournament in 
the Hollywood 
gym and a golf 
tournament at the 
Jacaranda golf 
course in Ft. 

Lauderdale, Fla. 

Attendees at the 
bowling tournament played 
three games of bowling. The first was a 
regular game, followed by a game of no 
tap, and lastly, 3-6-9. There were sepa- 
rate teams for men and women, and 


participants were divided according to 
age, with an 18-49 group, and a 50 and 
older group. 

Congratulations to the all par- 
ticipants and the winners. The winners 
are as follows: 

Women, 18-49 

1. Trish Wilcox; 2. Mary 
Wilcox; 3. Yvette 
Jumpe; 4. Samantha 
Frank. 

Women, 50 and 
older 

1 . 

Mabel Doctor; 
2. Mary 
Bowers; 3. 
Mary Gay 
Osceola; 4. 
Maydell 
Osceola; 5. 

Annie Jumper. 
Men, 18-49 

1 . Amos 

Billie; 2. Phil Bowers; 

3. Bobby Frank; 4. Gordon 
Wareham; 5. Eric Osceola. 
Men, 50and older 

1. Ronnie Doctor; 2. Sam 
Nelson; 3. David Jumper; 4. Johnny 
Tucker Sr.; 5. Dan Osceola. 


July Fourth 3-On-3 
Basketball Game 



By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On a hot 

drizzly Saturday morning at the 
Hollywood gym, Seminole tribal citi- 
zens and their spouses played a 3-on-3 
basketball tournament. They started 
early because there were many activi- 


Virginia Osceola, Tasha Osceola and Tony 
Heard played fast-paced 3-on-3. 


ties scheduled for this holiday weekend. 

At the early weekend hour of 9 
a.m. fans were treated to some exciting, 
fast paced games. The Hollywood 
recreation department sponsored the 
event, supervised by Lila Osceola and 
Harry Kennedy. 

The teams were loosely 
organized and spontaneous as 
they played half-court style 3-on- 
3 games. Three teams of adults, 
and two teams of youngsters, par- 
ticipated in 20 minute, or 1 5 
point, games, which ever came 
first for the win. Cash prizes for 
adults and medals for the kids 
were awarded and everyone who 
won also received championship 
t-shirts. 

Here are the results of 
these 3-on-3 games. 
Congratulations to all our win- 
ners. 

Youth 5-13-year-olds: Meagan 
Osceola, Courtney Osceola, 
Trevor Osceola; Runner-ups: 

Neko Osceola, Ethan Osceola, 
Josh Osceola. 

Youth 14-17-year-olds: Jo Jo 

Osceola, Joseph Osceola, Josh 
Osceola; Runner-ups: Zack Billie, 
Tony Billie, Marlon Foster. 

Adults 3-on-3: Mercedes 
Osceola, Tasha Osceola, Tony 
Heard; Runner-ups: Jerome 
Davis, Leon Wilcox Jr., Virginia 
Osceola 

Seniors: Wanda Bowers, Marge 
Osceola, Joe Dan Osceola. 


Felix DoBosz 



Adelsa Williams 

(L-R) Head Coach & Mgr. Dineh Benally, William Osceola, Jay Garcia 


Farewell Dinner For 
Naa’taanii Team 


By Adelsa Williams 

MIAMI, FL — 

Native American baseball 
team Naa’taanii gathered 
for a farewell dinner held at 
Porcao’s restaurant in 
Miami, Fla. on Thursday 
June 24. At the end of the 
feast, Head Coach Dineh 
Benally and Assistant 
Coach Duane Aspaas 
thanked Trail Liaison 
William Osceola for his 
assistance and support. 

As a token of their 
appreciation, they presented 
him with two baseballs 
signed by the team mem- 
bers and two large Native 
American drawings. Players 
then paraded to Osceola’s 
table to personally thank 
him as they shook his hand. 



Adelsa Williams 

William Osceola addresses players after dinner. 


Seminole Hard Rock Sport Fishing 
Team Unveils New Boat 


Team achieves major 
tournament win with 
new Sea Vee boat 

By Michael Kelly 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — 

When Sheriff Brody uttered the famous 
line “We’re 
gonna need a 
bigger boat,” in 
the classic film 
“Jaws,” the 
same could be 
said for the 
Seminole Hard 
Rock fishing 
team. 

Previously, the 
Reel Nole fish- 
ing team used a 
23 -foot boat and 
had to enter the 
smaller boat cat- 
egory at fishing 
tournaments. 

And 

while the team 
continued to fair 
well in the open 
seas, it did limit 
them to the bet- 
ter fishing areas 
farther out, but 
more important- 
ly, to handle the 
occasional 
rough waters of 
the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

The new 31 -foot Seminole Hard 
Rock sponsored sport fishing boat made 
its debut at the Greater Ft. Lauderdale 
Kingfish Classic, held at the Harborview 
Marina in Dania Beach, Fla. 

Formally known as Reel Nole, 
the fishing team of Chris Osceola, Ernie 
Tiger, Sonny Frank, Pat Wilson, and Todd 
Nickel, showcased the sleek Sea Vee boat 
at the tournament by placing twelfth out 
of 58 teams. This limited the team to only 


one full day of competition because their 
boat had engine trouble on the second day 
of fishing. The Hard Rock fishing team 
generally has four members, but occasion- 
ally, will add another experienced fisher- 
man to assist the team. 

While images of a day of fishing 
on tranquil ocean waters entice most fish- 
ermen, heavy seas and 25 mph howling 
winds turned the two-day fishing tourna- 


ment into a real test of endurance for both 
the teams and their crafts. 

The Seminole team encountered 
engine problems late Saturday afternoon, 
but hoped to engage in a full day of fish- 
ing the following day. Unfortunately, the 
engine problems persisted, keeping the 
team from competing the following day. 
Despite this, the Seminole Hard Rock 
team managed to place a highly 
respectable twelfth place. 


Heading up to Cape Canaveral, 
Fla. for the Canaveral Mac Attack, team 
Seminole would use their new craft to 
capture first place, winning a $40,000 
boat, but more importantly, placing the 
Seminole Hard Rock fishing team among 
the best in the state of Florida. 

“We’re a professional fishing 
team,” said Ernie Tiger. “If we finish in 
the top ten in Biloxi, Miss., we’re going 
to be looking 
pretty good.” 
The 

more powerful 
boat not only 
allows the fish- 
ing team to 
compete for 
bigger prizes, 
but also locat- 
ing the bigger 
fish. Tiger 
mentioned that 
the top fishing 
teams know 
where the best 
fishing spots 
are, but that it’s 
important to 
get to them 
first. 

The 

next major 
tournament 
will take place 
in Biloxi, 

Miss., and will 
feature any- 
where from 200 
to 300 fishing 
team. A first 
place finish there could bring the team a 
six- figure paycheck. 

As a professional fishing team, 
the Seminole Hard Rock boat may enter 
up to as many as 20 tournaments a year, 
most occurring here in Florida. 

The Seminole Hard Rock sport 
fishing team would like to thank The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino for 
their sponsorship and entrusted support. 



Michael Kelly 


The See Vee Crew (L-R): Sonny Frank, Todd Nickel, Ernest Tiger, Chris Osceola, and Dan 
Reece. 


Seminole Team Scores High in Vegas 



By Nery Mejicano 

LAS VEGAS, NV The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida is becoming a 
well known player in 
the world of billiards. 

From the ESPN cover- 
age of tribally spon- 
sored professional 
pool players, like 
Vivian Villareal and 
Cory Duel, to the 
upcoming hosting of 
the Women’s 
Professional Billiards 
Association at the 
Hollywood Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & 

Casino in September 
2004. 

In addition, 

Seminole pool players 
are beginning to be 
well known as solid 
performers, who are 
highly competitive and 
skilled. There were 
nearly 10,000 partici- 
pants, forming hun- 
dreds of teams, at the 


24 Valley National Eightball Association 
International Championships held in Las 
Vegas, Nev. May 25-June 5. 


(L-R) O.B. Osceola Jr., David Cypress, Neil Martili, Steve 
Grasshopper. 


This year’s Seminole team, which 
finished in the top 25, consisted of David 
Cypress, O.B. Osceola, George 

Grasshopper, Steve 
Frost, and Neil Martili. 
This is pool 

playing at its best in one 
of the toughest interna- 
tional tournaments of 
the year. Players from 
Australia, the Bahamas, 
Canada, Finland, 
Germany, Malasia and 
many other countries 
converged at the Riviera 
Hotel and Casino for 
this event. 

It is an awe- 
some sight to see the 
great majority of the 
Riviera hotel guests 
walking around with 
pool cue cases wrapped 
around their shoulders 
and speaking many lan- 
guages; being bonded 
by their common 
love-pool. 


Nery Mejicano 

Frost, and George 


Naa’taanii Team Competes in the 2004 USA 
Junior Olympic Baseball Championships 


By Felix DoBosz 

PALM BEACH, FL — The 

baseball fields of Santaluces Community 
High School, between Lantana and Lake 
Worth, Fla., came alive with players 
exhibiting pure enthusiasm and talent. 
Many members of Naa’taanii, a mostly 
Native American baseball team, came all 
the way from Four 
Comers, N.M. to 
play the great 
American pastime of 
baseball. 

“Naa’taanii 
means ‘leaders’ in 
the Navajo lan- 
guage,” manager and 
head coach Dineh 
Benally said. “That 
is just what our base- 
ball organization is 
about, developing 
leadership skills 
through sports to 
lead our tribal 
nation’s into the 
future through hard 
work, discipline and 
respect for one 
another.” 

Though the 
team’s name is 
Navajo, team mem- 
bers come from 
many tribes, including Santa Ana, San 
Felipe, Jemez, Dine and Seminoles, from 
both Florida and Oklahoma. 

The 15-16-years-old boys on the 
Naa’taanii team made the long journey to 
Florida to compete in the 2004 USA 
Junior Olympic Baseball Championships. 
One of the players on this prestigious all- 
Native American team was Jonathan 
Rodriguez, 15, of Immokalee. Rodriguez 
played outfield and also pitched, accord- 


ing to Benally. 

The tournament was held at the 
Roger Dean Stadium Complex’s, the same 
place the Florida Marlins and St. Louis 
Cardinals’ have spring training. Each team 
was guaranteed seven games at this presti- 
gious event, with teams of young baseball 
players coming from all over the country 


to compete for a gold medal at the USA 
Junior Olympics. It is rare to see a Native 
American team in such a showcase event. 

Eagle-eyed college coaches and 
scouts evaluated these young baseball 
players during 2004 USA Junior Olympic 
Baseball Championships. Many 
Naa’taanii team members hoped to obtain 
sports scholarships for college. 

The Naa’taanii played competi- 
tive games against talented and skilled 


players from other states in this tourna- 
ment. Unfortunately, they were 0-4 after 
losing to a team from Philadelphia, Pa, 
called the Bases Loaded Diamond Dogs. 

“Most of the games were lost by 
only a couple of runs in late innings,” 
added Coach Duane Aspaas. 

Although their record has been a 
little disappointing, 
they really hope 
they can improve 
by playing harder 
for the win. One 
person, Coach 
Benally, certainly 
has faith in his 
team. 

“Our goal 
is to be the team 
that hosts the 
Connie Mack 
World Series in 
Farmington, N.M., 
and also have these 
kids play baseball 
at the next level 
while pursuing a 
college education 
by winning sports 
scholarships,” he 
said. “As we travel 
to different parts of 
the country, we get 
to discover new 
talent for our [baseball] program.” 

Coach Benally added, “Basically 
the whole dream of this [baseball] pro- 
gram is to develop and promote youth 
baseball among Native Americans.” 

Coach Benally wanted to thank 
William Osceola and The Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, for their great assistance with 
their program. Congratulations go out to 
the hard-working Naa’taanii team. 



Felix DoBosz 


Immokalee resident Johnathan Rodriguez (first from left, kneeling) and the rest of 
the Naa’taanii baseball team. 
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Sports Ham-pa-leesh-ke Vkkopvnkv 


2004 Brighton Sports Banquet 



By Emma Brown 

OKEECHONEE, FL — On 

June 29 the Brighton Recreation staff 
hosted the 2004 Brighton Sports Banquet 
at the KOA resort. The evening began 
with a succulent barbecue dinner provided 
by Cleveland Baker and his staff. 

Following the dinner, Richard 
Osceola, Brighton recreation director gave 
a warm welcome to all the parents and 
young athletes and gave credit to all par- 
ents for supporting their children in 
sports. Council Representative Roger 
Smith then welcomed and thanked every- 
one for getting involved with sports. 

“Thank you to the all kids that 
participate in sports and the parents for 
standing behind them.” 

This year’s master of ceremonies 
was Brighton community member Andy 
Bowers. Bowers was involved in sports 
during his youthful years and shared with 
the audience that “Okeechobee schools 
and Seminole Indians have always gone 
hand in hand in sports, and it is only fit- 
ting to have the banquet in this county.” 

Throughout the evening Bowers 


reminisced about the days when individu- 
als like Richard and Fred Smith and other 
Brighton community members excelled in 


athletics. Jarrid Smith, a 2003 
Okeechobee High School gradu- 
ate, signed a four-year football 
scholarship with Florida Atlantic 
University and testified to the 
way sports has changed his life. 

Smith said, “I think I 
became a better person when I 
started playing sports and sports 
really helped me clean up my 
act.” 

He is an inspiration and 
fine example to many young 
Seminole athletes. President 
Moses Osceola spoke about 
Brighton athletes and about 
Brighton being a great legacy in 
the field of sports. 

Osceola said, “Brighton 
community has a lot to be proud 
of, when I was growing up 
Brighton had the fastest group of 
runners.” 

Once the tribal digni- 
taries were finished welcoming 
guests and sharing past sports sto- 
ries it was time for the invited 

celebrities to make 
there debut. First 
up was Nat Moore. 

Moore played foot- 
ball for the University of 
Florida from 1972-73 and 
was drafted by the Miami 
Dolphins in 1974. Moore 
spent 13 years with the 
Dolphins as a record break- 
ing wide receiver. 

Currently he is 
retired from football and 
spends most of his time 
giving his time to many 
charitable organizations. In 
1984, the NFL voted him 
man of the year for out- 
standing service to his com- 
munity. Moore’s speech 
was very inspirational and 
his success proves that if 
you believe in yourself you 
can succeed. 

Moore said, 

“Sports has an opportunity 
to open a lot of doors, you 
have to find your gift from 
God and continue to 
improve on it so you can be the best and 
remember anytime you quit you lose the 
opportunity to reach your dreams.” 


Following Moore was six-foot- 
ten-inch retired NBA player Jeff Foster. 
Foster played for the New Jersey Jets and 
Orlando Magic and was a two-time 
Academic All Southeastern Conference 
champ, as well as, a member of the 1984 
Olympic basketball team which won the 
gold medal. 

Foster said, “I was always the 
tall, clumsy kid that never got the ball on 
the court.” 

He claims that his strong desire 
to play made him successful and shared 
with the young athletes that, “if you have 
desire, respect, education, and a good atti- 
tude you can make it happen.” Foster cur- 
rently works for Orlando Magic as a 
sports commentator. 

The evening ended with the pres- 
entation of awards to all of Brighton’s 
young athletes. Awards were given for 
sports such as basketball, football, cheer- 
leading, tee-ball, rodeo and soccer with 
many more. Brighton is extremely proud 
of all of its young athletes and wishes 
them a successful future. The recreation 
staff did a great job hosting the 2004 
sports banquet and is to be commended 
on a job well done. 



Emma Brown 


Ruben Burgess (left) compares muscles with former 
Dolphin great Nat Moore. 


Big Cypress Rodeo Camp Program 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — A program 
that has been wished for and talked about 
for a long time finally became a reality on 
June 20. Thanks to the sponsorship of 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and the moral 
support of Council Representative David 
Cypress, the first Rodeo Camp at the 
Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena was under- 
way. 

The week long camp was open to 
the public and had numerous applicants. 
However, it had to be limited to 10 boys 
and 10 girls. A group of this size can be 
easily managed, receive individual atten- 
tion, and not over crowd the facilities. 
Each camper brought their own horse or 
borrowed one for the occasion. 

The arena manager, Benny 
Hernandez, offered a curriculum of rodeo 
events which included barrels, poles, goat 
tying, break away roping, tie down calf 
roping, team roping and horsemanship. 
Shannon Pigott and Debra Tolar assisted 
Hernandez. The two acted as camp coun- 
selors and offered 24 hour supervision of 
the campers who ranged in age from eight 
to 16 years old. 

Everyone stayed in the bunk 
house, which has separate facilities at 
each end of the building for the boys and 
girls. The center of the building comprises 
a large kitchen, dining and family room 
area. A very important staff member who 
cannot be overlooked is Steve Newton. 

He was on hand keeping the premises 
clean for the entire week. This is no easy 
task when you are following in the foot- 
steps of 20 very active young people who 
are running in and out all day long. 

A few parents volunteered their 
valuable time during the week long activi- 
ties, helping out wherever possible. Jesus 
Gonzalez Sr. and Curt Zeitler stand out 
among these vol- 
unteers. Seminole 
Police 
Department 
Officer Richard 
Carley saw to the 
youngsters safety 
not only while on 
duty but volun- 
teered a helping 
hand after hours 
wherever needed. 

Laurie McRay, 

Emergency 
Management 
Coordinator, 
filled a vital posi- 
tion on the staff 
providing safety 
and health aware- 
ness at all times. 

Feeding 
a group of this 
size three times a 
day fell into the 
capable hands of 
Robin 

Hernandez. She 
prepared a large 
supper each evening and provided sand- 
wiches, fruit, snacks and desserts through- 
out the day on a self-service basis. 
Hernandez said she had never seen a 
group this small consume as much water, 


tea, lemonade and snacks in a day’s time. 

Breakfast took on a new meaning 
each day. Sometimes the older girls fixed 
the food under adult supervision. There 
was always cereal, toast, sweet rolls, pop- 
tarts, and other goodies. The day I arrived, 


Curt Zeitler took charge of the grill and 
prepared a mountain of hot cakes and 
sausage to the campers’ delight. 

I asked several campers what 
they thought of the food. The following 
are a few of their replies: “I’m taking Ms. 
Robin home with me,” “I love it,” “If I 
stay here very long, I’ll be to fat to walk,” 
and “Ms. Robin is the best cook in the 
whole world.” 

Benny Hernandez and his staff 
provided a very busy, activ- 
ity packed schedule each 
day. Basic horsemanship 
started in the bams each 
morning and then moved to 
the arena as the day wore 
on. Each event was taught 
with a limited time frame to 
prevent boredom and make 
good use of the children’sat- 
tention span. 

From the time the 
youngsters got up in the 
morning until their sleepy 
heads hit the pillow at 
night, there were continuous 
activities underway. 
Evenings included games, 
cook-outs, movies and a 
continuous rash of good 
natured dares and pranks. 
Names will not be men- 
tioned to protect the inno- 
cent. 

Boys were roping 
in the girls’ attire, they 
woke up to apple sauce and 
shaving cream in thier hair, 
a hot pepper wiped lightly 
across a tooth bmsh, dancing or wild 
dress-up and make-up revues, to name a 
few. And of course, there were the late 
night ghost or horror stories to send shiv- 
ers down your spine. 


Before the week was over, each 
youngster had earned a nick-name which 
either described their looks or behavior. 
Some of the nicknames included: Skinny 
Bones, Big Dog, Squirrel, Red, Lil’ Man, 
and many, many more. Each camper 

appeared to be proud 
of these nick-names 
and seemed to have 
developed a bond with 
the rest of the group. 
When I 

arrived to interview the 
campers on Friday, 
they were shucking 
corn for a barbecue for 
their parents that night. 
Robin Hernandez was 
in the kitchen hard- 
boiling eggs, and get- 
ting steak and ribs 
ready for the fire. 

Excitement 
was high as they 
looked forward to 
showing off their new 
skills for their parents. 
However, there was 
also sadness that they 
would be heading 
home the next evening. 
Everyone of the boys 
and girls said that they 
wanted to stay longer. They talked of best 
friends and referred to each other as their 
new sister or brother, asking for their pic- 
ture to be taken together. 

Benny Hernandez complimented 
the entire group. He said that he loved 
working with children and found this 
group to be especially rewarding. There 
had not been one argument or cross word 
the entire time. Each one willingly helped 
each other and begged him to let them 
return. He too enjoyed the week immense- 
ly and hated to see it end. 

Hernandez said working with his 
fellow counselors Pigott and Tolar had 
been delightful. They were an important 
piece of the puzzle that made this week 
such a success. 

Many of the parents who attend- 
ed Friday night’s barbecue stayed over 
night to be on hand for Saturday’s rodeo. 
Each of the boys and girls entered their 
favorite, if not all the events. All-around 
buckles were awarded to the high point 
boys and girls. The children, with the help 
of Pigott and Tolar, surprised Hernandez 
with a belt buckle in appreciation. 

I took several rolls of film, as did 
the counselors, and have been asked by 
the group to prepare a memory book for 
each camper. This has been an experience 
they will always cherish. 

The campers and their counselors 
want to take this opportunity to thank the 
Seminole Tribe for their generosity. This 
week has meant a great deal to them. 
When you exert a good influence on the 
life of a child, you have helped to shape 
the future. 

The Seminole Tribe can take 
great pride in their many programs of 
community involvement. They are making 
a very positive effect on their neighbors in 
South Florida. Good Neighbors Build 
Better Communities! 



Judy Weeks 

Ty Pigott practices his roping. 



Judy Weeks 

Benny Hernandez, camp leader (center) and counselor 
Debra Tolar (far right) enjoy a moment of relaxation with 
a few of the campers. 



Golf Tournament Helps Kick 


off Independence Day Events 


By Michael Kelly 

PLANTATION, FL — Not 
even the sweltering heat could deter 
two dozen-plus golfers from enjoying 
1 8 holes of competitive golf at the 
Jacaranda Golf Club. The early morn- 
ing tournament was one of many 
Independence Day events planned for 
the Hollywood reservation. 


Michael Kelly 

Bigg Shot shows off his shot at Jacaranda Golf 
Club during the 4th of July sporting activities. 


The all-Indian tournament fea- 
tured categories for men, senior men, 
women, and senior women. 

Instead of group teams, individual 
golfers would be paired up after every- 
one completed their rounds. A combina- 
tion of the lowest score would win the 
tournament. 

Brothers Jeremy and Josh 


Men 

1. Charles Cypress, 65; 2. 
Mitch Osceola, 66; 3. Jeremy Harrison, 
70; 4. Joshua Harrison, 71; 5. Salaw 
Hummingbird, 76. 

Senior Men 

1. Max Osceola, 69; 2. 
Lawrence Osceola, 73; 3. Del Riley, 73; 
4. Ernest Riley, 73; 5. Keeno King, 74. 


Harrison, who are Navajo, had a friend- 
ly competition going throughout their 
round. Jeremy, who teaches golf for 
tribal members at the St. Bonaventure 
Golf Club in Weston, Fla. put on a 
show, crushing long drives down the 
fairway. His expertise rubbed off on the 
other three members of the foursome. 
Josh almost equaled his brother shot for 
shot, while Del Riley and 
Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper 
cranked out some tremendous 
shots as well. 

Threatening clouds 
and occasional thunder 
marked the five-hour tourna- 
ment throughout. The golfers 
appreciated the slight breeze 
that briefly cooled them off. 
Below are the 

results: 

Overall Scores 

1 . Keeno King and 
Mitchell Osceola, 140; 2. 

Josh Harrison and Jeremy 
Harrison, 141; 3. Charles 
Cypress and Ernest Riley, 73; 
4. Salaw Hummingbird and 
Jackie Thompson, 152; 5. 
Lawrence Osceola and Steve 
Osceola, 154; 6. Del Riley 
and Matt Tiger, 155; 7. Max 
Osceola and Vince Micco, 
156; 8. Bigg Shot and Roy 
Burton, 166; 9. Ricky Doctor 
and Bo Young, 167; 10. Elrod 
Bowers and Gina Allardyce, 
170; 11. Greg Thomas and 
Ernest Riley, 171; 12. Loretta 
Micco and TJ Young, 178. 
Women 

1 . Jackie Thompson, 
76; 2. Gina Allardyce, 87; 3. 
Loretta Micco, 97. 


Third Annual Juanita 
Billie Pool Tournament 


By Nery Mejicano 



BIG 

CYPRESS — On 
Friday July 2, the 
third annual pool 
tournament in memo- 
ry of Juanita Billie 
was held at the Big 
Cypress senior center. 

Entertainment was 
provided by Jonah 
Cypress and Theresa 
Jumper. 

Following 
are the tournament 
results: 

Men, 55-59 

1 . Mitchell 
Cypress, 2. Keeno 
King, 3. Joe B. 

Osceola, 4. Matt 
Tiger. 

Men, 60 and older 

1. Joe Billie, 

2. Russell Osceola, 3. 

Sam Nelson, 4. Allen 
Jumper, 5. Tommy 
Billie, 6. Bobby Clay, 

7. George Billie. 

Women, 55-59 

1. Esther Buster, 2. Ruby 
Osceola, 3. Louise Osceola, 4. Caroline 
Tiger, 5. Juanita Osceola. 


Juanita Osceola sets up her shot. 


Nery Mejicano 


Women, 60 and older 

1. Annie Jumper, 2. Louise 
Billie, 3. Betty Osceola, 4. Patsy Billie. 


Brighton All-Star Athletes 
Advance to State 



By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Erena Billie, 


(L-R) Sheila Jones and Lois Billie help hold their cham- 
pionship trophy up over Erna Billie’s head. 


Sheila Jones, and Lois Billie were cho- 
sen to participate on the Okeechobee 
Angels All-Star 
team which traveled 
to Hensley Field in 
Sebring, Fla. in 
June to participate 
in the Dixie girls’ 
district tournament. 
The 

Okeechobee Angels 
All- Stars advanced 
to the state tourna- 
ment which will 
take place in 
Wildwood, Fla. 
beginning July 8. 
Okeechobee earned 
the right to repre- 
sent the district in 
Wildwood by 
defeating Arcadia 
who is last year’s 
district champions. 
Brighton is very 
proud of the three 
young talents that 
r 0 were chosen as All- 

Emma Brown ~ , - 

Stars and wish them 
lots of luck at the 
state tournament. 
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Team Seminole Basketball Team 
Placed Fourth in YBOA 



By Kenny Bayon 

ORLANDO, FL — The 10 and younger 
Team Seminole basketball team placed fourth in 
Youth Basketball of America’s (YBOA) Florida state 
championships, held in Orlando, Fla., June 11-13. 
This qualified them to the YBOA National tourna- 
ment which is to be held in Polk County, Fla. on July 
24-31. 

The Florida qualifying tournament, which 
was held throughout Orlando, started out in impres- 


tight thought out as both teams struggled to score. 

The back and forth game ended up being a tie at 46, 
all at the end of regulation. 

The overtime was dominated by Team 
Seminole as Daylon Hall began the scoring with a 10 
foot fade way baseline jumper to take the lead then 
followed that with a great defensive play by hustling 
back to swipe the ball away from a potential score. 
Deforest made an eight foot jumper followed by two 
free throws to go up 52-48. Kaltin Tomime hit a five 
foot jumper, followed by a put back by 
Deforest to give Team Seminole the 57- 
53 overtime victory. 

Game three was against 
Tangelo Park and the Seminoles needed 
victory in order to advance to the 
Nationals. Daylon Hall began the scor- 
ing but Tangelo Park went on a 10-0 
run before Daylon scored again. 

Baskets by Hunter Osceola, Darious 
Redd and Daylon Hall cut the deficit to 
four as the Seminole were down 14-10 
going into the second quarter. 

The second was just a defen- 
sive game as both teams were putting 
tight pressure and Tangelo went into 
halftime with a 20-14 halftime lead. 

The second half was a different story as 
Team Seminole began there run with a 
basket by couple of baskets by Hunter 
Osceola followed by a few baskets by 
Deforest Carter and Darious Redd and a 
three by Daylon Hall to cut the lead by 
one. Next, Deforest put back basket and 
free throw to take the lead and win the 


Team Seminole 10 and younger team with their coaches Eddie 
Redd (left) and Jeramiah Hall (right). 


sive manner as Team Seminole won their first three 
games in every way possible to put themselves in the 
medal rounds. 

“We are going to the nationals because of 
our defense,” said head coach Eddie Redd. “Our 
team defense is based on speed and denial, to put 
pressure on the opponents.” 

The defense was led by Katlen Tommie, 
Chief Billie and Darious Redd, who played great 
interior defense. Daylon Hall, Ariah Osceola, the 
only girl on the team, and Hunter 
Osceola were shutting down the wings 
while the full court pressure was 
applied by Deforest Carter and Trent 
Mclnturff. Jonathan Robbins and 
Reshaun Jim was not present, but very 
much a part of the team as they helped 
Team Seminole earn the gold in 
Tallahassee, Fla. at the Sunshine State 
games. 

Game one was against the 
Hear Center. The scoring began with a 
dribble penetration drive and pass from 
Daylon Hall to Katlin Tommie fol- 
lowed by a 15 foot jumper by Ariah 
Osceola, four free throws by Deforest 
Carter and a post up by Darious Redd, 
which build a 14-2 first quarter lead. 

The second period began with 
a Deforest put back off an offensive 
rebound, a beautiful driving lay-up and 
a free throw by Ariah Osceola, a steal 
and driving lay-up by Daylon Hall 
helped build a 27-7 halftime lead. 

The third period began with 
an offensive board and put back by 
Deforest, then the same by Darius 
Redd, driving layup by Daylon Hall, a 
steal and layup by Deforest to build a commanding 
led and with the tough denying by Hunter Osceola 
and Trent Mclnturff game was in hand within min- 
utes as Deforest led the way with 16 points. 

Game two was an exciting overtime victory 
against the Orlando Wizards. The game began losing 
3-0, but Deforest Carter hit a three to tie the game. 
The Wizards took a 15-10 first quarter lead. 

The second quarter began with a toggle 
between the two teams but the Seminoles took the 
lead 20- 1 9 half way though with a three pointer by 
Daylon Hall and Deforest putting up six in the quar- 
ter to give the Seminoles the 26-21 halftime lead. 

The second half was a team effort as Hunter 
Osceola, Darious Redd, Ariah Osceola, Daylon 
Halland Deforest Carter all scored to help take a 36- 
32 lead fourth quarter lead. The fourth quarter was 


game by a 42-38 final and earn there 
way to the medal round semi-finals and 
a trip to nationals. 

In the Semis, Team Seminole looked out of 
sync and a bit weary from the first day of rigorous 
games that led them start off to 3-0 record. Ariah 
Osceola started the scoring with a 10 foot jumper to 
tie the game at two. The Lil Lakers then went on a 
run that helped them get to a 38-9 halftime lead. 
Deforest was the halftime leading scorer with four 
points. 

The second half was a bit more competitive 



Kenny Bayon 

Team Seminole earned the right to compete in the YBOA 
National Championships in June. 


as Dayon and Deforest hit some three at the end but 
it was not their morning as they fell 55-19 and move 
on to the third and fourth place medal game. 

The third and fourth place game was a 
rematch of the Seminole’s thrilling overtime victory 
against the Orlando Wizards a few days earlier. 
Darious Redd began the scoring with layup to tie the 
score at two. Daylon hit three to cut the lead to 10-5. 
A bucket by deforest and a three by Trent Mclnturff 
to cut the deficit again to 16-10. The Wizards went a 
run to finish the half with a 24-10 lead. 

The second half was a slow start and the 
Seminoles made a late run lead by Deforest Carter’s 
nine second half points was not enough as the 
Seminoles fall 41-27 but are qualified for the YBOA 
National Championships, taking place in Polk 
County, Fla, in late- June. 


Team Seminole Captures Gold 
Medal at Sunshine Slate Games 


By Kenny Bayon 

TALLAHASSEE, FL — Team Seminole 
10 and younger boys team captured the gold medal at 
the Sunshine State Games by beating the Orlando 
Nuggets in dominating fashion, crushing them 46-10. 
The games, held in Tallahassee, Fla. were a tribute to 
how mentally tough and hungry this young team has 
become. 


Led by Deforest Carter’s 29 points and a sti- 
fling and swarming defense which gave up only 10 
points, Team Seminole showed up to play at the 
finals, held at Tallahassee Community College. 

“The kids played real hard and they deserve 
the Gold medal” said Eddie Redd, the team’s head 
coach. “It’s a pleasure to be coaching these kids who 
have made a total commitment to their team. This is 
a great tune-up for the [Youth Basketball of 
America].” 


Assistant coach Jeremiah Hall was also very 
thrilled at how his team played, but noted that the big 
picture was still ahead with the nationals still to 
come. 

“The team will savor this medal and use it 
as a stepping stone for the future,” Hall said. 

They finished the tournament with a 3-1 
record, with their only loss being to a 12 and younger 
team which was put on the schedule to 
have more games. The team also had the 
biggest upset in the entire Sunshine States 
Games. Team Seminole defeated a 12 and 
younger boy’s team after being down at 
the half by 10 points and came back to 
win by a 10 point margin, showing the 
heart and guts these young Seminole ath- 
letes have mastered in their brief history. 

The gold medal game began a bit 
slow as the Orlando Nuggets were trying 
to play keep away, and held on to the ball 
for several minutes at a time. Finally, the 
ice was broken with a nice assist from 
Daylon Hall to Deforest Carter for a driv- 
ing lay-up shot. Hunter Osceola followed 
with a 1 7 foot jump shot, ending the first 
quarter and taking a 4-0 lead. 

The second half began with the 
Seminoles putting on the full court pres- 
sure and never letting down as they built a 
commanding 20-2 halftime lead and fin- 
ished the third period with a 27-9 lead. 

The fourth quarter was a tribute to this 
team, they really wanted the gold, and 
held their opponent to just one point. 

The defense led by Katlen Tommie, 

Jonathan Robbins, Reshaun Jim and Darious Redd, 
played great interior defense. Daylon Hall, Ariah 
Osceola, the only girl on the team and Hunter 
Osceola were shutting down the wings while the full 
court pressure was applied by Deforest Carter and 
Trent Mclnturff. Chief Billie was not present for this 
tournament but he is still a very important part of the 
special team. 



Kenny Bayon 


Team Seminole 10 and younger boys team proudly wear their 
gold medals. 



PREFERRED - 
UL TIM TE 
TRRVEL & 

ERTERT RIDER ERT 

We've Got Your Ticket! 


Life iis too short 

TO SIT IN THE BACK . . . 

We offer up-front 

SEATING FOR: 

Concerts 

❖ 

Theatre 

❖ 

Sports 

❖ 

Local $ 
Nationwide 
events 


Upcoming Local Events: 

The Cure 
Evanescence 
Madonna 
Rush 
Kiss 

Hilary Duff 
American Idols Live 
Linkin Park/Kcrn/Snoqp 
Boston 
Heart 
Sting 
Van Halen 
Incubus 
TobyKeith 
Brooks 6 Dunn 
All Dolphin Home Games 
Vans Warped Tour 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

FOR CONCERT £ SPORTS TICKETS 
(305) HHH-0H99 OR (800) B0I-8H99 

FOR TRAVEL (305) HH5-G5BG on (877) HH5-656B 

We De liver All Majq r Credit Cards Ac c ept e d 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 



Anthony "Tony" Scalcsc 
ribaL Humber Kue h In of Isleta 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nui*sing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
't raffic Violations 
Criminal Infractions 


As a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 






The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 7(1 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring of a lawyer is an imporlanl decision that shonhl not he 
based solely upon ad ver Lis cm cuts. Before you decide, ask us lo semi 
you free writ fen info mi a lion about our qualifications and experience- 
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Jobs * Takalkeeke ❖ Vtutketv 


For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at (954) 967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, drug screening is a requirement for employment. 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


HOLLYWOOD 
Position: Budget Analyst 
Department: Accounting 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Accountant 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-5-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard (Summer, Temporary) 
Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour 

Position: Research Clerk 
Department: Tribal Clerk’s Office 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $23,920 annually with benefits 

Position: Administrative Assistant 
Department: Eligibility and Utilization, Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Secretary II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Procurement Coordinator/Estimator 

Department: Housing 

Position Opens: 4-19-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $33,176 annually with benefits 

Position: Courier 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour, with benefits 

Position: Buyer 
Department: Purchasing 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: A/P Data Entry Clerk 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

BIG CYPRESS 

Position: Tour Guide 
Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10-13-03 
Position Closes: 10-27-03 
Salary: $7. 50/hour, with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T and P/T 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Environ Health Facilities Management 
Representative 

Department: Environmental Health 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Art/Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Water Sampler 
Department: Water Resources 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Media Specialist 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits. 

Position: Patient Services Coordinator 

Department: Health 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Position: Lead Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Nutritionist 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 1-12-04 
Position Closes: 1-26-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Fixed Asset Accountant 

Department: Accounting 

Position Opens: 12-22-03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $30,000-$37,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Surveillance Manager 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Transfer Station Operator Trainee (2) 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

P osition: Counselor II (3) 

Emergency Services Jobs 

Position: Firefighter/Paramedic 

Department: Emergency Services 

Salary: $39,591 annually, plus benefits and paramedic pay 

incentive 

Work Schedule: 24 hours on/72 hours off 

Applicants must submit the following certifica- 
tions at time of application: State of Florida Firefighter II 
certification, State of Florida paramedic certification, valid 
Florida driver’s license-Class D with E endorsement, emer- 
gency vehicle operator's course certification (“E.V.O.C”), 
high school Diploma or G.E.D. equivalent and birth certifi- 
cate. All applicants must bring original copies of all 
required certificates at time of application. Copier will be 
provided. 

Candidates are required to pass a written, physi- 
cal agility, medical and drug screening exams, as well as 
background investigation. 

Download application form at www.semino- 
letribe.com. Applications will be accepted in person at: 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Police Headquarters, 3280 North 
64 Avenue, Hollywood FL., 33024 from July 12-16, 9 
a.m- 4:30 p.m. 

Incomplete applications will not be processed. All 
applications mailed, faxed or received by any other method 


Position: Elem. Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $48,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant to Tribal Historic Preservation Office 

Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

Position Opens: 2-23-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Elementary Education Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Middle School Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 

P ositi on Opens : 5-3-2004 

will not be processed. For further information contact the 
department of emergency services at (863) 983-2150, 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Police Department Jobs 


Position: Police Officer 
Starting Salary: $39,591 

Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, Immokalee and Fort 
Pierce. 

Police Officer position available. Must already have his/her 
certification. Needs to be a citizen or have alien resident 
card, 19 years or older, with a high school diploma or 
GED. Shift work. Benefits include PPO health insurance, 
life insurance, 40 IK, take home car program, clothing 
allowance. If you are interested, please call (954) 967- 
8900. 

Position: Police Dispatchers 
Starting salary: $29,693 
Location: Big Cypress 

Applicants need to be a U.S. citizen, or have an alien resi- 
dent card, be 19 years or older, and have a high school 
diploma or GED. This position is shift work. Tribal citi- 
zens are preferred, but not required. If you are interested, 
please call (954) 967-8900. 


Even a fish wouldn’t get caught if it kept it’s mouth shut. 

Protect yourself from making a mistake 
Practice these simple phrases! 

No, you can’t search my car. 
No, you can’t search my home. 
No, I don’t want to talk with you and I 
don’t want to cooperate with you. 

You can call my lawyer. 

If you have 

-Been searched without your permission 
-Had your car searched without permission 
-Been pulled over for no reason 
-Had police walk into your house without 
a warrant 

-Had DCF or the Police try to get in your 
home without a warrant; 

Call us now. Protect your rights. 

Once you give them up you never get them back. 

Call Guy Seligman 954-760-7600 24 hours a day 

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should be based solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman 
worked as a Certified Legal Intern in both the State Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; 
he has been in private practice for 16 years. He graduated from Nova Southeastern University Law School in 1987. and 
was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1988. 



Position Closes: when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Food Prep, and Service Assoc. 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-27-03 
Position Closes: 11-10-03 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 11-3-03 
Position Closes: when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T and P/T 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

BRIGHTON 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 
Position Closes: 11-3-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 1-5-04 
Position Closes: 1-19-04 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $48,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard, FT 
Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard, PT 
Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 5-4-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 10/hour 

Position: Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $ 17/hour, with benefits 

Position: Distribution/Collection System Crew Leader 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $40,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Head Teacher and Certified Head Teacher 


Department: Preschool 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Tag Clerk, P/T 
Department: Tribal Field Office 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $ 11.50/hour 

Position: Teacher Aide 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 4-19-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits and education 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

COCONUT CREEK 
Position: Surveillance Specialist (2) 

Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 5-3-2004 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

IMMOKALEE 
Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher I 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 11-24-03 

Position Closes: 12-08-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Distribution/Collection System Crew Leader 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $40,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist/Health Educator 
Department: Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

TAMPA 

Position: Surveillance Technician 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lead Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 


South Florida Institute 
of Sports Medicine 3 


DeSimone & Moya, M.D, F.A, 

DeSimone • Moya ■ Haas • Bodner • Dovie 
Foot, Ankle & Leg Specialist of South Florida, Inc. 
Sheinberg * Bollo • Felton * Lotnfo 



* HMQ’S/PPO'iT^ 

* MOTOR VEHICLE 

ACCIDENTS 

* WORKERS COMP. 
‘MEDICARE ACCEPTED 
• INFANTS * CHILDREN 

TEENS •ADULTS 

Se Habla Espanol 


C Morn iretsitea.' 

\ www.&ouJhfloridasportsined icine.Mim 


■ Sports and Overuse Injuries 

• Pediatric Orthopaedics 

■ Arthroscopic Surgery of: 

{Foot, Ankle, Knee, Shoulder, Elbow and Wrist) 

• Knee Ligament Reconstruction 

• Rotator Cuff/lnjuries/Tennis Elbow 

• Ankle Injuries and Arthritis 

• Neck and Back Injuries 

■ Foot and Ankle Surgery 

■ Bunion and Hammertoe Correction 

• Heel and Arch Pain 

• Carpel Tunnel Surgery 

• Fractures and Sprains 
4 Flat Feet 

• In Grown Toenail (Permanent Correction) 

4 Joint Replacement Surgery 


EVENING HOURS 


24-HOUR EMERGENCY 

WISTON 954 m 5m 

ItJlOiiiwnUckTBhi 
(Aivkhi T J L v 1/2 MI. 

Wttl of FiuiMYUlHlII U BIwL} 

PEMBROKE PINES 

4 jo yyor 
IT786S.WWSt 

TAMARAC 

954 720 1530 

7447 N. University Dr. 

CTownr Bilim.) 

PLANTATION 

954-m-055(l 

HOmSfAw. 

Podiatry Only 

VTLM, HOSP. WKST 

954-5 J 7-0792 
®1 X.Fjrrirpo ' 

I’odkury Only 
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Announcements ❖ Ahaaheeke ❖ Nak-ohkerkecetv 



Happy 1 Oth birthday to Allison Lee 
Herrera On July 20. 

From, 

Dad (Jose Herrera) and your family in 
Big Cypress. 


Happy belated 3rd birthday to Marley 
Herrera on June 8. You’re a big girl now. 
From, 

Mom (Clea Billie), Dad (Jose Herrera), 
and your Grandparents, Marie and 
Fred Phillips and Ronnie B. Billie. 



Happy Birthday Priscilla on July 2. 
From, 

Mom, Dad, Aaron, Michael 
and Kimberly, Ahmad, Lil Roy and 
family. 


Happy Birthday 



Happy 10th birthday to Cooper M. 
Rivers on July 24. Good luck in your 
new school. We love you. 

From, 

Mom (Clea Billie), Dad (Jose Herrera), 
and your Grandparents, Marie and 
Fred Phillips and Ronnie B. Billie 



Happy second birthday Isaiah 
Howard Bishop. Two years ago, we 
received a gift; a second angel was our 
wish. We all love you and will be here for 
you. Be happy always. Smile, and never 
be in fear. 

Love, 

Mom, Luis, big brother Josiah, 
new sister Cierra, Aunt Karen and 
Sharon, Uncle Wes, Nana, Grandma 
Peg and Tina, Papa, and the rest of the 
family. 


New Kids 



The New Edition 

Our beloved daughter Jaliyah Artega 
born December 11, 2003. We would like 
to welcome the first baby girl to our fami- 
ly. You’re our angel. We love you, fat 
cheeks! 

Proud parents, 

Lorena and Noe Artega; 
Grandmother Barbara Garza; Panther 
clan. 



To our precious baby girl, Tammy, who 
was born on February 8, 2004. 

Weight: 5 pounds, 13 ounces 
Length: 18 inches 
Parents: Joey and Maggie Puente 
Siblings: Joel, Boo-boo, Zoey and Grace. 

We love you very much. The 
first four months without you were hard, 
but now you’re home and our family is 
complete. We now have the rest of our 
lives to be together and be happy. You’ve 
grown so fast and even faster now we see 
you every day every minute. Lord Jesus 
you’ve blessed us with a beautiful little 
girl, thank you so much. 

Your loving parents, 

Joey and Maggie Puente 


Notice 


Invitation to Bid for Flat Mowing 
Services 

Submitted by South Florida Water 
Management District 

WEST PALM BEACH, FL — 

The procurement department of the South 
Florida Water Management District 
(SFWMD) will receive sealed bids at the 
second floor, B- 1 Building, located at 
3301 Gun Club Road in West Palm 
Beach, Fla. for flat mowing of vegetation 
in the district’s Okeechobee Field Station 
service area in Okeechobee County on 
August 12, at 2:30 p.m., at which time 
bids will be opened and publicly read. 

An optional pre-bid conference 
will be held July 30 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Okeechobee Field Station located at 1000 


N.E 40th Avenue, Okeechobee, Fla. All 
bids must conform to the instructions in 
the request for bids and include a properly 
executed contract compliance disclosure 
form. 

Solicitation documents will be 
available July 16, in the SFWMD 
Procurement Office, at the above address, 
by downloading a free copy from the dis- 
trict’s website at www.sfwmd.gov, or by 
calling (561) 687-6391. Interested bidders 
may also call the 24-hour bid hotline at 
(800) 472-5290. 

The public is invited to attend 
the RFB opening. Information on the sta- 
tus of this solicitation can be obtained at 
our web site www.sfwmd.gov. For more 
information, please contact Contract 
Specialist Don Hill at (561) 682-2045. 



Tribal Dividends Accepted jjjj 
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Graduates 



Happy 3rd birthday to our cousin Kano 
Puente. We love you! Mosh pit time! ! 
With love, 

Your cousins, Joel, Zoey, Boo- 
boo, Grace, Tammy Puente 

Happy 3rd birthday to our baby nephew 
Kano Puente. We love you so very 
much! Have lots of fun baby. 

Love you, 

Uncle Joey and Aunt Maggie 

Puente 



Congratulations to Sabrina 
Cypress Osceola for graduating 
Everglades City High School on May 2 1 . 
We are so proud of you for the hard work 
that you have successfully completed. We 
hope you achieve all your goals and 
dreams. We love you very much! 

From, 

Your best friend Emma and 

family 

Congratulations Sabrina 
Osceola on your outstanding achievement 
of graduating from Everglades City High 
School. We are all so very proud of you 
and love you. May all your dreams come 
true. 

Love, 

Barbara, Clint, David, and 

Garrett 

Happy graduation Bigeye! 

Love, 

Kot-kee 



Congratulations to Emma Jade 
Cypress on her achievements. She suc- 
cessfully graduated from G. Holmes 
Braddock Senior High School in Miami 
on June 9. We are so proud of her accom- 
plishment! 

With love, 

Your family 

We wish our niece Emma 
Cypress, a member of the Miccosukee 
Tribe, the very best in her future endeav- 
ors. 

Much love from, 

Aunt Barbara, cousins Clint, 
David, and Garrett 


Poem 


To my beautiful babies, Tarissa and 
Kian 

I once heard that if the heart is empty, 
then the mind does not matter. 
Although I feel like a million miles 
away, it’s two beautiful people like 
you who keep me strong and focused 
on the beautiful things that life has to 
offer. 

Everything about the both of you I 
would not change for the world itself. 
The love that I have for the both of 
you will never change or fade. 

My heart is in your hands. 

With a million hugs and kisses, short 
but simple, I love you both. 

I love you more than a flower bloom- 
ing and I love you more than the sun 
shining on a rainy day because dad 
and grandpa loves you both just the 
way you are. 

A lifetime of love from me is way 
beyond the world to see. 

Always, 

— Alex Tucker, Otter clan 


Never Last 

Momma don’t you cry 
Don’t think of me and sigh 
My letters will always start with “Hi” 
Never will they end with “Good bye” 
This place is just like a dance with a 
different beat 

Just a break away from the cold street 
Kinda like candy, but not a treat 
When I come home, then the candy is 
sweet 


Fourth of July 

Fireworks and a bash 

It must be the 4th 

Time to see blazes in the sky 

Celebration for some but not I 

The only fun will be with a card game 

Then lockdown with a DC number 

and name 

I’ll say Y08219 Gopher through the 
glass 

Looking while the officer walks past 
It’s nothing nice but I’m gonna ride 
out 


Better dayz are on the way 
Just right now the prison yard is 
where we play 

It seems long but really a short stay 
Freedom will come one day 
When I get home it’ll be a meal for 
two 

If others want to join we’ll add a few 
Put this darkness in the past 
To win in life we must be first, never 
last 

— Leslie J. Gopher 


Make you or break you is what it’s all 
about 

Choices made, assured my spot here 
Time to reflect on life without a tear 
Time to reflect-Never show fear 
Bad people, bad time, but it could be 
worse 

Could be riding in a hearse 
Who needs the respect 
Only God can judge me 
Like the tattoo on my neck 
This is for you mom 
— Leslie J. Gopher 



Deadline: September 10, 2004 

Who is eligible: Young Native American women and men 
who wilt be entering grades 9 — 12 this Fall {and those 
graduates of May or August 2004 are also considered 
eligible ) that are enrolled members of a federally 
recognised tribe . 


Topic: The Role of Native Women in Agriculture: 
Posl, P re sen i and Future. 


J 


I 


Writing 

Competition 




Winners & Prize: Five (5) semi-finalist winners will be announced in early October 3004. These five finalists will be pro- 
vided on oil-expense paid trip to the 3004 Inter-Tribal Agricultural Council (IAC) nnnual meeting. This meeting is Novem- 
ber 1 — 5. 2004 in Hollywood, Florida. This year’s conference will be basted by the Seminole Tribe of Florida. The grand 
winner will be announced nt the IAC meeting during special ceremonies. 

Guidelines: 

• 3 — 6 pages 

•Typed 

• One inch margin 

• Douhle space 

• t? point font 



Judging [rilerin: 

1 . Creativity 

2. Quality of sources 
1 Quality of grammar 

4. Spelling and punctuation 

5. Organization 

A. Length of entry 
7. Documentation of 

sources [3-5) 

B. Whether information re- 
lates te the topic 


Submission: All enlrius ma*! arrive 
no Ictei llicra 5:00 p.m. Sepltmbei 1 1 

u r 1 he Sol lo m rag Mim Efitri cm. 
may be mailed., faxed or senl rc an 
email tfoathmenl in MicrosaFt Ward 
format 
J. P Dpp 

21? Agriqjllare Building 
IE11 

Univeriily ol Arkansas 
fayerietille.M 72701 
Fat 

Email: ibpojp@uark.edu 


All trains* mu si be accompanied by 
t sbeuTcMaininglhe foil rawing 
ia formalin: 

Studerafi name 

Telephone 
[mail add mss 
School Home 

Email subtnissicma: 

Musi include L Thc Rule uf 
Native Wtmicn rn AjoicuL 

tme: Past Present mid Yu- 
lure ' in the subjec t line of the 
email 


Sponsored by: 
Native Women 
in Agriculture 


tonlnd#: 479 575 327? 
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1205 PHONE WITH 
NASCAR-THEMED PHONE COVER. 
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ANSWER EVERY CALL FOR FREE. 

Free Incoming Plan 

FYee Incoming calls. 
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250 anytime outgoing minutes 
Lung rfslanca included _ ■ ^ 
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•Code Violation Correction 
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Big Cypress Incentive Awards Persentation 





By Victoria Hernandez 

BIG CYPRESS — On June 29, the Big 
Cypress Parent Advisory Committee (PAC), Seminole 
Tribe education department and tribal leaders held the 
2004 Incentive Awards in the Herman L. Osceola 
gym. There were lots of friends and families there to 
support all the kids, which was great. 

The ceremony was opened by Seminole 
Princess Cherelee 
Hall. Hall talked a 
little about her life, 
and how much she 
enjoyed her job at 
the Big Cypress 
learning resource. 

“These kids 
are smart and great 
fun,” she said. 

After Hall 
finished, she asked 
some special people 
to come up and say a 
few words. Those 
people were: David 
Cypress, Big 
Cypress council rep- 
resentative, Paul 
Bowers, Big Cypress 
board representive, 

Mitchell Cypress, 
chairman, and 
Louise Gopher, edu- 
cation director. 

They all 

said they are proud 
of the kids, and the 
excellence they have 
achieved. They also 
told the children that 
they would love to 
see them earning 
even more awards 
next year. Gopher congratulated all the students and 
explained how all the awards are determined. 

After the special speakers, the pre-kinder- 
garteners said the blessing for the food. Hall called 
their presentation “so cute.” The lunch of hamburg- 
ers, hot dog, spaghetti and macaroni and cheese was 
as good as the kids told the adults it was. 

After lunch Hall announced our emcee, 
Ahfachkee School sophomore, Jonathan Harjo. He 
said a few words about his life and family. He read a 
couple of his poems and a passage out of his favorite 
book “Standing Tall” by Howard Rainer. Harjo asked 


a couple of his close friends, Adam MacElroy and 
Raul Alvarez, to come up and speak. They both 
thanked everyone for coming and supporting all the 
kids. 

After that Harjo and Hall gave out incentive 
awards to the following students: 

Pre-kindergarten 

Akira Billie, pre-k award. 

Kindergarten 

Christopher Alexander, kindergarten award, Arnold 
Billie, kindergarten award, Tyrus Billie, kindergarten 
award, Sierra 
Bowers, kinder- 
garten award, perfect 
attendance and 
homework award for 
reading and math; 

Channcy Curry, 
kindergarten award; 

Michaela Cypress, 
kindergarten award; 

Blige Cypress, 
kindergarten award; 

Kanavis Cypress- 
Williams, kinder- 
garten award, Ethan 
Hummingbird, per- 
fect attendance, per- 
fect punctuality, 
math award, writing 
penmanship award 
and reading award; 

Callie Joe, student of 
the year, kinder- 
garten award, 

Dialton Koenes, 
math award and 
reading award. 

First Grade 
Christian Alexander, 
all A’s and B’s, 
handwriting award, 
independent reader 
award; Katherine 
Bert, handwriting 
award; Chief Billie, 

B average; Sabre 
Billie, all A’s and 
B’s, handwriting 
award, top accelerat- 
ed reading point 
earner, less than two 
days absent for the 
year; Gloria Brooks, all A’s and B’s, handwriting 
award; Nathaniel Jim, most improved, independent 
reader award; Michelle Jimmie, all A’s and B’s, hand- 
writing award; Anthony Joe, all A’s and B’s, hand- 
writing award, less than three days absent for the 
year, math award; Candelario Landin, all A’s and B’s; 
Haden Littlebear, all A’s and B’s, math award; John 
Mclnturff, math award, independent reader award; 


Kaitlin Osceola, all A’s and B’s, handwriting award, 
perfect attendance; Rheannon Robbins, independent 
reader award; Silver Wolf, all A’s and B’s, handwrit- 
ing award, student of the year; Caitlin Cypress, all A’s 
and B’s, attendance award. 

Second Grade 

Terri Baker, A average, all A’s and B’s, math award; 
Levi Billie, less than three days absent for the year, 


perfect punctuality; Aiden Bowers, multplication 
award; Anthony Cypress, citizenship award; Susie 
Jim, citizenship award; Rashaun Jim, most improved; 
Andre Landin, perfect attendance, all A’s and B’s; 
Dare ’Rick Mclnturff, spelling improvement; Quenton 
Osceola, most improved; Sarah Osceola, all A’s and 
B’s, handwriting award; Symphony Osceola, perfect 
attendance, all A’s and B’s, perect punctuality; 

Destiny Robbins, all A’s and B’s; Justin Roff, all A’s 
and B’s; Savannah Tiger, perfect attendance, perfect 
punctuality; Derrick Tiger, all A’s and B’s, improved 
behavior; Echo Wolf, all A’s and B’s, perfect atten- 
dance, student of 
the year; Gianna 
Wargolet, read 
across america 
award, B average, 
less than three days 
absent for the year. 
Third Grade 
Bionca Acosta, B 
average; Ricky Joe 
Alumbaugh, perfect 
attendance; Lariah 
Balentine, most 
Improved GPA, 
best ball payer; 
Alanis “Emilee” 
Bowers, most posi- 
tive award; Jean 
Capriecien, perfect 
attendance; 
Adrienne Cypress, 

B average; Steven 
Frank, B average; 
Christopher Joe, 
student of the sear, 
sll A’s and B’s, per- 
fect punctuality, 
perfect attendance; 
William “Korliss” 
Jumper, B average; 
Rodni Mercer, all 
A’s and B’s; 

Amanda Micco, all A’s and B’s; Bradley Osceola, 
perfect attendance; Tequesta Tiger, perfect atten- 
dance; Regan Whitecloud, all A’s and B’s, math 
award, honor roll; Karlito Wargolet, all A’s and B’s, 
achievement award, reading award, music award; 
Akol Billie, B average; Cypress Billie, B average; 
Tyler Cypress, improved GPA. 

Fourth Grade 

Anthony Balentine, improved GPA; Tana Bear- 
Osceola, B average; Shawna Billie, B average; Stevie 
Billie, improved GPA; Jalen Cypress, B average; 

Dillon Cypress, B 
average; Nauthkee 
Henry, all A’s and 
B’s, sunshine state 
reader’s award, A 
average; Monique 
Jimmie, B average; 
Jason Melton, all 
A’s and B’s, B 
average; Mario 
Osceola, reading 
award, B average, 
student of the year; 
Ragan Osceola, all 
A’s and B’s, A 
average; Cooper 
Rivers, B average; 
Tylor Tigertail, B 
average, accelerat- 
ed reading award; 
Danni Jae Tommie, 
B average, best 
helper in culture; 
Ryan. Cypress, less 
than three days 
absent for the year; 
Kegan Cypress, B 
average. 

Fifth Grade 
Rubi-Anne 
Alexander, B aver- 
age; John Alvarez, 

B average, math 
excellence, reading 
excellence; Alfred 
Billie, improved 
GPA; Natasha 
Billie, B average; 
Dannee Billie, B 
average; Eagle 
Billie, academic 
excellence, young 
reader’s award; Ian Cypress, B average; Daylynn 
Hall, B average; K’Ahna Jumper, B average; Kaylee 
Jumper, improved GPA; Trent Mclnturff, student of 
the year, reading award, most effort award; Tia 
Osbourne, improved GPA; Catlen Tommie, A aver- 
age, all A’s and B’s; DeF orest Carter, B average; 
Rowdey Osceola, art award; Tony Micco, B average; 
Thialia Pacheco, B average. 


Adelsa Williams 

Seminole Princess Cherelee Hall presents incentive award to Ian Cypress. 


Adelsa Williams 


Students received Seminole embroidered logo sports packs. 


Adelsa Williams 

Vera Herrera, PAC vice-president, giving a sports pack to 
Rheannon Robbins, first grade graduate. 



Adelsa Williams 


Princess Cherelee Hall presents Sierra Mariah Bowers with her award. 



Sixth Grade 

Ronnie Billie Jr., student of the year, A-B honor roll; 
Noemi Billie, B average; Jon Ross Billie, B average; 
Chebon Gooden-Harden, B average; Tianna Garcia, 
all A’s, reading award, math award, achievement cer- 
tificate; Breanna Robbins, improved GPA, academic 
effort; Terinna Cypress, B average, softball 
award. 

Seventh Grade 

Alyssa “Lauren” Bowers, accelerated math 
award, accelerated reader award; Aaron 
Cypress, B average; Brittany Huff, B aver- 
age, math mastery award, accelerated read- 
er award. 

Eighth Grade 

Tiffany Billie, B average; Bonnie Billie, 
most improved; Nathan Billie, improved 
GPA; Robert “Junior” Cypress, accelerated 
math award, accelerated reader award; 

Dawna Cypress, perfect attendance, A-B 
average, student of the year; Alex Cypress, 

B average, accelerated math award, accel- 
erated reader award; Benny Hernandez, 
accelerated math award; Marlissa “Ann” 

Tiger, all A’s and B’s; Trisha Walker, B 
average; Travis Pacheco, A+ in career 
course. 

Ninth-Twelvth Grades 

Crystal Cypress, most improved, improved 
GPA; Tabitha Shomo, student of the year; 

Kaylynn Pewo, improved GPA; Karen S. 

Cypress, punctuality award; Ayze Henry, 

GED graduate; Katherine Billie, advanced 
reader award, super reader awards; Raul 
Alvarez, advanced reader award; 

Johnathan Harjo, B average; Jodi Simone, 

B average; Jessalyn Balentine, B average, 
less than three days absent for the year; 

Victoria Hernandez, advanced reader 
award, B average, draduation; Adam 
MacElroy, most improved; Ildy Garcia, 
improved GPA, graduation; LeAnna Billie, 

B average. 


As their names were called, all the kids ran 
up to get their award, or awards. 

That concluded the 2004 Incentive Awards. 
Next year we hope to have a larger turn out but 
Thanks to all the family and friends that came and 
supported the kids. Congratulations to everyone! 


Adelsa Williams 


Emcee John Harjo calls out the winners’ names, and Raini 
Cypress accepts her award. 
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Hollywood Father’s Day Celebration 

By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — 

The Hollywood reservation 
honored the men of the tribe 
with a dinner on July 1 . The 
dinner was sponsored by 
Hollywood Representatives 
Max Osceola Jr. and David 
DeHass. 

Paul Buster provided 
live entertainment and 
Hollywood Board 
Representative David DeHass 
donated prizes for the raffle. 

Each winner received a tackle 
box and fishing pole. 

Though everyone had 
a good time it is sad to say that 
there were very few tribal citi- 
zens there. The tables, which 
are usually crowded, were 
empty. Many of the elder tribal 
citizens did come out, but the 
younger generations did not. As 
one tribal citizen put it, “This is 
sad; they should at least come 
out and shown their support.” 




Iretta Tiger 

Hollywood Council Representative Max Osceola Jr. 
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Seminole Cultural Exhibit at Broward Government Center 



Felix DoBosz 


Handmade traditional palmetto husk dolls. 



Felix DoBosz 


A replica statue of a Seminole warrior, circa 1835. 


By Felix DoBosz 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — For the 

month of July, the Broward Government Center 
in downtown Ft. Lauderdale is featuring a 
Seminole cultural exhibit. Broward County 
Mayor Ilene Lieberman, promoted this exhibit 
in conjunction with the Broward Historical 
commission, with significant artifacts courtesy 
of Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and it’s director, 
David Blackard. 

According to Kimberly Maroe, public 
information manager of Broward County, the 
display’s purpose is to share knowledge about 
the history and traditions of the Seminole peo- 
ple with the community. This helps unite the 
community by showing diversity through a 
visual overview consisting of large historical 
photos, maps, and informative charts showing 
different time periods of the unconquered 
Seminole peoples’ recent history. 

“We have received many positive reac- 
tions from the public viewing of this great dis- 
play,” Maroe said. “People really seem to like 
it.” 

In a glass case were authentic wooden 
paddles used for stickball games played by 
Seminoles in the 1 9th century. Another case had 
one of the original Singer® sewing machines, 
in excellent condition, first used around the 
early part of the 20th century for making some 
of the colorful traditional costumes worn by the 
Seminoles. In another corner of the lobby was a 
dozen or so large black and white photos from 
different periods of history showing various 
Seminoles, frozen in time. 

One photo displayed Priscilla Doctor 
Sayen as an adorable two-year-old child, tightly 
clutching her little doll. There was an old photo 
of a pretty young lady named Betty Mae Tiger 
from the late 1930s. She, off course, later went 
on to become well known as Dr. Betty Mae 
Jumper, who did so much to help the struggling 
tribe achieve the prosperity they enjoy today. 

In the front part of the lobby, was a 
colorful costumed wax like statue of a Seminole 
warrior with his musket, dating back to circa 
1835. The printed index card adjacent to the 
warrior said, “Seminole dress at the time was a 
distinctive mix of European materials and pat- 
terns combined with native elan.” 

In glass cases to the left were modern 
traditional colorful Seminole jackets and skirts 
that showed the evolution of Seminole fashions. 
There were a few interesting rare photos of a 
character also well known, named Shirt-Tail 
Charlie from the 1920s. The turning point his- 
toric photo from 1957 showed prominent 
Seminoles signing official documents proclaim- 
ing the U.S. Government’s recognition of the 
entity known as The Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

After this showing is concluded at the 
government center, there are plans to bring the 
display to the Broward West regional Library in 
Plantation, Fla., so that more people can enjoy 
and share in this historical experience. 



Felix DoBosz 


Two-year-old Priscilla Doctor Sayen in 1942. 



Felix DoBosz 

Ninteenth century Seminole artifacts, including baskets and wooden spoons. 
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The 11th Annual 
Seminole Wellness 
Conference 

By Iretta Tiger 

MARCO ISLAND, FL — “I’ve been in recovery 
for fourteen years. Life is very important and it’s up to you 
to take something back. It’s a tool,” said Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress at the opening ceremony of the 2004 
Seminole Wellness Conference. The conference has been a 

valuable tool in 
the recovery of 
many Seminole 
citizens for eleven 
years, and many 
return each year 
for the teachings, 
support and to 
visit with friends. 

President 
Moses Osceola 
was very proud to 
see more of the 
younger genera- 
tions attending the 
conference. 

“Rehab 
and recovery are 
fantastic words,” 
said Trail Liaison 
William Osceola. 
“When you’re in 
recovery or rehab 
you become a 
beautiful person 
and you start 
doing things to 
improve every- 
thing around you.” 
Dr. John 

Gray, author of the best seller “Men Are From Mars, 
Women Are From Venus,” was the first presenter of the 
conference. Dr. Gray’s presentation was the subject of his 
book. He also shared a few health facts and had everyone 
do a simple but highly effective exercise. Surprisingly this 
exercise is one that has been used by Native Americans for 
centuries. 

Tribal citizens Janice Billie, Vincent Micco and 
Owachagie Osceola shared their stories about their struggle 
for sobriety. The thing that stood out is that sobriety is a 
daily, even hourly struggle. Billie noted that for her, she 
needed to look into herself and strengthen herself before 
she could return to her family and help take care of them. 

See WELLNESS, page 17 



Iretta Tiger 


President/Vice Chairman Moses 
Osceola addresses the wellness con- 
ference. 


Special Council Meeting 
Held at Marco Island 

By Iretta Tiger 

MARCO ISLAND, FL — On July 12, the tribal 
council held a special meeting at Marco Island. The subject 
of the meeting was the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel. 

The first item on the agenda was a resolution per- 
mitting The Cordish Company to find funding for 
Seminole Properties. Seminole Properties is owned by 
Cordish and not by the Seminole Tribe. Seminole 
Properties is a subsidiary of Power Plant Entertainment, 
which is owned by Cordish, is leasing the property where 
the shopping center (attached to the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel) is built. The council did pass the resolution with one 
member of the council voting against. 

The next two resolutions were for licensing agree- 
ments to the Hard Rock Cafe and the Hard Rock retail 
store. The agreements are for fifteen years each and with 
the tribe’s agreement to the licensing agreements, the tribe 
waives sovereign immunity. Waiving sovereign immunity 
would give the Hard Rock businesses the right to sue the 
tribe. Both resolutions were passed. 

The fourth resolution on the agenda concerned the 
memorabilia the tribe leases to showcase throughout the 
Seminole Hard Rock hotels. The resolution provides the 
tribe with the option to challenge the value of the memora- 
bilia. A few more resolutions were passed, basically they 
were in regards to gaming devices and parking passes. 
After the resolutions were discussed and voted on the 
council then moved to the topic of handling disorderly trib- 
al citizens. 

Since the opening of the Hollywood Seminole 
Hard Rock, there have been 37 incidents. Jim Allen, CEO 
Gaming Operations, asked the council’s opinion about the 
current procedure. The council agreed that the current pro- 
cedure is very effective and approved to keep it. 

Food and beverage department have been given 
permission (from the council) to cut off those who have 
had too much to drink. This includes tribal citizens. In one 
incident, a tribal citizen dropped the names of council 
members and continued to be served. 

Chairman Cypress spoke directly to Allen, “Hard 
Rock is a business and you’re the man in charge. It doesn’t 
matter who it is, the chairman or the president, whoever it 
is you’ve got to treat them like a regular customer. If the 
customer disrespects the business then they will be dealt 
with accordingly. Everyone must realize that no one will 
be given special treatment. Each customer is important but 
each customer has to follow the rules.” 

Each of the council members voiced their agree- 
ment to Chairman Cypress’ statement and gave authority to 
Jim Allen to handle those who are out of line as best as he 
sees fit. 

The final subject to be discussed was discounts on room 
rates for tribal citizens. Council agreed that there will be 
no discount for tribal citizens regardless of who you are. 
This will be in effect for several years and those who do 
try for a discount will receive a memorandum explaining 
why there is not discount. 

Allen stated that there is an $89 room rate out 
there somewhere but it is up to the individual to find it. 
That room rate (if you can find it) is open to everyone, but 
once again it is stated that this is NOT a tribal citizen dis- 
count. There is no such thing. 



Felix DoBosz 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie looks at a photo of the late 
Billie Cypress as a young military officer. 


Chairman Visits Seminole Culture 
Exhibit at Broward Government Center 


By Felix DoBosz 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — The 

Seminole Cultural exhibit was on display for 
the public to view for the whole month of July 
in the lobby of the Broward Government 
Center in Downtown Ft. Lauderdale. On July 
20, Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Broward 
County Mayor Ilene Lieberman spoke in front 
of a group of dignitaries and invited guests 
about the great importance this exhibit repre- 
sents to the Seminole people and the South 
Florida community. 


Through a montage of panoramic his- 
torical photos, classic artifacts of patchwork 
clothing, wooden tools, handmade dolls, and 
other fine crafts, the public received an educa- 
tion into the origins and history of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. This impressive dis- 
play feature was elaborately designed by the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum in conjunction with 
the Broward County Historical Commission, 
which provided old, rare photos. 

See EXHIBIT, page 4 



Wanda Bowers 

The Florida Indian Youth Program provides a head start for Seminole students who plan 
on attending college. 


Florida Indian Youth Program 
Celebrates 24th Year 


By T.W. Trueblood 

TALLAHASSEE, FL — With 
much fanfare, the Florida Indian Youth 
Program (FIYP) celebrated the conclusion of 
its 24th annual summer program at a banquet 
held on July 23 at Florida State University 
(FSU) in Tallahassee, Fla. Numerous tribal 
citizens were honored at the event for their 
accomplishments during the program. 

The FIYP is hosted each year by the 
Florida Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs 
(FGCIA). The council was created in 1974 
by Governor Reuben Askew to serve the 
needs of native people in the State of 
Florida. The FIYP is funded by grants from 
the U.S. Department of Labor. 

Native American youth, age 14 to 
17 residing in Florida and Georgia are eligi- 
ble to participate in this two-week intensive 
summer program. Students are housed in pri- 


vate dormitories near the FSU and paired 
with roommates from different tribes. 

During the two-week program, they 
are taught math, writing, job and computer 
skills by local and nationally-recognized 
teachers in those fields. The students also 
participate in a tribal government workshop 
where they adopt a governing structure and 
elect leaders of their tribe. 

Attendees of the program follow 
two tracks depending on grade level. 
Leadership Academy students have either 
recently graduated from high school or will 
be starting their senior year in the coming 
fall. 

Leadership Academy students par- 
ticipated in additional field trips to the FSU 
Career Center, The School of Motion Picture, 
Television and Recording Arts, Department 

See FIYP, page 4 



Iretta Tiger 

(L-R) Jason Dodd and Dakota Tiger learn the Seminole 
craft of beading. 


Ham-ma-ha-ya-key-ket 

Yak-nee-she-le-ha-lot-le 

2004 Keeper of the Land 
Teachings Conference 

By Iretta Tiger 

ORLANDO, FL — Seminole families traveled 
to the Royal Pacific Hotel in Orlando, Fla. for the 2004 
Ham-ma-ha-ye-key-ket Yak-nee-she-le-ha-lot-le (Keeper 
of Land Teachings) conference. The week-long gathering 
began on July 5. 

Though the conference had not officially begun, 
many of the Seminole families participated in pre-confer- 
ence events such as the legends storytelling and the mak- 
ing of traditional arts and crafts. Most of the boys were 
very enthusiastic about beadwork, but they tended to shy 
away from basket making and sewing. 

Chairman Cypress and several tribal officials 
opened the conference with greetings and encouragement. 
Junior Miss Brittany Smith also greeted everyone and 
urged the girls to try out for the upcoming Miss Seminole 
and Junior Miss Seminole pageants. 

A special guest was added to the agenda and she 
was the first speaker. Leatrice “Chick” Big Crow of the 
Pine Ridge Reservation lost her teenage daughter in a car 
accident. SuAne Big Crow was a straight-A student and 
gained national and international attention playing basket- 
ball for the National Indian Basketball team. 

After SuAne ’s passing, Leatrice created the 
SuAne Big Crow Boys and Girls Club on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in SuAne ’s honor. It wasn’t SuAne ’s achieve- 
ments that inspired Leatrice; it was her outlook on life. 

See YOUTH, page 20 


Birthday Bash for 
David Cypress 



Felix DoBosz 

Birthday man David Cypress looks over bikes by 
Russell Marlowe on display at the Big Cypress Gym. 


By Felix DoBosz 

BIG CYPRESS — On August 4, the country 
music sounds of Hank Williams serenaded the large 
crowd of Seminole citizens and friends at the Herman L. 
Osceola Gym, which gathered to celebrate David Cypress' 
53rd birthday. 

Well-wishers would intercept David as he 
walked around the gym, shaking his hand and letting him 
know how much he is appreciated by everyone. Cypress, 
the Big Cypress Council Representative, said he felt great, 
and hoped everyone was having a good time at his big 
birthday celebration. 

There were all kinds of performers on hand to 
provide entertainment and lots of laughs. In front of a 
colossal white banner that read "Happy Birthday David," 
famous musical stars sang like the true recording artists 
they were impersonating. There was a Hank Williams, 
Reba Macintyre, and a very realistic Rod Stewart, who 
gave a marvelous performance. When you closed your 
eyes, you could hardly tell the difference between their 
voices and the actual artists. 

Everyone attending enjoyed the performances as 
they sang happily along with the popular tunes. A magi- 
cian who wandered around the crowd was a real card 
shark. He did amazing card tricks, utilizing skillful misdi- 
rection and illusion. People could not believe their eyes as 
he took a quarter and held it tightly between his thumb 

❖ See DAVID, page 9 
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Grand Opening of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Commemoritve Issue of The Seminole Tribune 


Letters & E-mail 



History. . . 

Culture . . . 
Enterprises . . . 

Learn about the rich history of The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. In this color- 
ful 64 page booklet, there is something 
for everyone, from students to history 
buffs and even academic researchers. 
Don’t miss this great opportunity to 
take home the only comprehensive 
guide to The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s rich history and culture, as 
well as the tribe’s enterprises. 


Please send check or money order in the amount of $8 to The Seminole Tribune, 
Commemorative Booklet, 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FT 33024. Or order 
online at www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace. For more information please call 
(800) 683-7800, Ext. 1266. 


Attention Tribal Citizens 

All tribal citizens of The Seminole Tribe of Florida 

who live out of state are eligible to receive a 
free subscription of The Seminole Tribune. 

Please fill out the information below and mail to: 

The Seminole Tribune 

6300 Stirling Road, Room 235 - Hollywood, FL 33024 


Name. 


Tribal Roll Number 


Address. 


City State Zip. 


Phone. 


E-mail. 


Additional Info 

As soon as we receive this information, your subscription will 
be mailed to you. Thank you very much. 


Announcement Form 

Attention Seminole tribal citizens and employees: If you would like to 
submit an announcement (birthday, baby, marriage, etc.) to The Seminole 
Tribune , and to insure correct spelling, please fill out the information provided 
below. If you have any questions about deadlines, etc., please call The Seminole 
Tribune at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1267, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Our fax num- 
ber is (954) 967-3482. Thanks. 

Please Write Your Announcement Below (Please Print Clearly) 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 


MOTHER: 


FATHER: 


CHILDREN: 


GRANDPARENTS: 


CLAN: (OPTIONAL) 

If you would like your photos mailed back to you, 
please include your mailing address. 


The Seminole Tribune 


f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the editor, 
Michael Kelly at (800) 683-7800, 


Ext. 1267. E-mail 
mkelly@semtribe.com, fax 
(954) 967-3482, or mail to: The 
Seminole Tribune, 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024, 



T he following deadlines 

apply to all submissions for 
inclusion into the Tribune : 

Issue: September 3, 2004 

Deadline: August 20, 2004 

Issue: September 24, 2004 

Deadline: September 10, 2004 

Issue: October 15, 2004 

Deadline: October 1, 2004 

Issue: November 5, 2004 

Deadline: October 23, 2004 

Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 


Editor-in-Chief: Graphic Designer: 

Virginia Mitchell Melissa Sherman 

Editor: Graphic Design 

Michael Kelly Assistant: 

Assistant Editor: Stephen Galla 

Shelley Marmor Reporters: 

Business Manager: Iretta Tiger, 

Linda Jim Adelsa Williams 
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Alexandra Frank, Emma Brown, 
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Mejicano, Randi M. Simmons, 

Susan Etxebarria and Tabitha Osceola, 
Christopher Scanlon, Barbara Boling 
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Advertising rates along with sizes and 
other information may be downloaded 
from the internet at: 
www.seminoletribe.com/tribune. 
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The Seminole Tribune 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024. 


is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association. Letters/e-mails to 
the editor must be signed and may be edit- 
ed for publication. Subscription rate is $30 
per year by mail. Make checks payable to 
The Seminole Tribune , 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, FL 33024. Phone: 
(954) 967-3416. Fax: (954) 967-3482. 
Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 
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6300 Stirling Road Hollywood, FL 33024 tribune@semtribe.com 

Dear friends and family, 

If you can not make it by the stu- 
dio to see the latest update on the 
Miccosukee family of four and the Florida 
Capitol project honoring the Native 
Americans of Florida, please visit 
www.bronzebycooley.com/page 1 4.htm. 

The Cooley Family 

Greetings, 

Could you please direct me to 
some sort of reference on clothing sym- 
bols used by the Seminole people. While 
visiting a friend’s house, they showed me 
a large photo of a Seminole woman with 
her beautiful patchwork dress. The photo 
is a black and white photo taken in the 
early 1900s. I believe some of the strips 
of designs are the crawfish, and another 
one has a small section being lightning 
while the rest of that strip is rain. In par- 
ticular there are two designs that I can 
describe. One is a large bold face letter H, 
and the other is a bold face letter I. 

Thank you for your time, 

Dana Vihlen 
danavihlen@cs.com 


From Hollywood Board 
Representative David DeHass and 
Hollywood Council Representative 
Max Osceola Jr. 

Max and I would like to sin- 
cerely thank all the kids for participat- 
ing with the 4-H program this year, and 
for creating arts and crafts for the tribal 
fair. We wish we could have met with 
each and every one of you. 

David DeHass and Max 
Osceola Jr. 

Editor’s note: All the following thank 
you letters are to David DeHass , from 
the 4-H club participants . 

I would like to say thank you 
for showing an interest in me and the 
hog project; this was my first year in 4- 
H. The add-on money will help pay for 
the new four-wheeler I bought and for 
my college education. Thank you for 
your support and hope to hear from you 
in the coming 4-H years. God bless you 


and thank you for your support. 

Robert “Bo” Parker 
I would like to take this time to say 
thank you for your add-on to my swine 
project. I hope to see you next year. 
Once again, thank you! 

Ethan Gopher 

Hi. My name is Rosalinda Lopez and I 
just want to thank you for your add-on 
to my project. It is very much appreci- 
ated. Sometimes words just aren’t 
enough to show it, so I am sending a 
little something for you too! Thank you 
again and I hope you like what I got for 
you. Hope to see you next year! 
Rosalinda Lopez 

Thank you for supporting me, my hog, 
and for the add-on. I appreciate it! 

Brianna 

Thank you for being at the 4-H hog 
show and sale. I appreciate you taking 
an interest in the 4-H show. I also 
appreciate the add-on. 

Destiny Nunez 


Dear Dana , 

Your question regarding Florida 
Seminole patchwork design bands has 
been referred to me. The H and I designs 
you describe have no widespread symbol- 
ic names. By the use of the designs you 
described I would be inclined to say the 
picture dates from the 1930s. I would 
have to reserve judgment until I actually 
saw the design you describe as lightning. 

Concerning your reference to 
patchwork design bands as clothing sym- 
bols, you might want to consult the letters 
to the editor in American Indian Art 
Magazine Summer 1982 issue (Volume 7, 
No. 2). I think you might find that helpful 
in thinking about symbolism in reference 
to Florida Seminole patchwork clothing. 

David Blackard 

Museum Director 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

To my family, 

I love my family very much. 
There are times when I wish I was a kid 
again. I wish I was there all the time when 
my family needed me. Sometimes I think 
they don’t love me because of all the hard 
times I’ve put them through, but I know 
that our love for each other will never 
end. 

I know my mother loves me very 
much and I love her too. I want to make 
up for the times I wasn’t there to be the 
son and brother that I started out to be, 
and that time is coming soon. 

I regret all the hurt and stress that I’ve put 
on my sisters, sometimes I know that they 
don’t want to see me but I come around 
anyway. 

I wish we can be kids again so 
we can have the close relationship that we 
had then. 

I know nothing I can say or do will 
change the past, but I can make up for all 
the lost times and when I come home, I’m 
coming home to stay. 

I love my family very much; 
sometimes I sit up in the late night and 
think to myself, "What have I done?" 

How could somebody be so uncaring? 
How could I turn my back and say, "Oh 
well?” 

I love my family very much; when I get 
home, I wish we can be a family again 
and do the things that families do. 

I love ya’ll very much and my 
father who couldn’t hear this, I love you 
too. 

Only me, 

Myron Cypress 

Dear Editor, 

How was a Seminole chief 
replaced? Was there a ceremony. Why 
was the old Chief replaced? Was there 
ever a corrupt chief? What did Seminole 
weddings look like? Were they the same 
as one that would be performed by a 
Seminole black? 

Has there ever been a Seminole 
black who was chief of all the Seminoles. 
If you can help me I’d sure appreciate it. 

Thank you, 

Dain Turner 

Dear Mr. Turner ; 

The questions about 
the chiefs are very complicat- 
ed. I am unfamiliar with any 
Seminole Black becoming 
chief of all the Seminoles. The 
Black Seminole who appears 
to have had the most political 
influence was an individual 
named Abraham who was a 
trusted advisor to the Head 
Seminole Chief Micanopy. 

Micanopy was the 
head chief during much of the 
Second Seminole war. He 
replaced Tuckose Emathla 
upon his death shortly before 
the outbreak of the Second 
Seminole War. A ceremony of 
installing Tuckose Emathla as 
chief in the year 1827 can be 
found in the book “ Letters 
from the Frontier” by McCall. 

The complete reference is 
found below. The work was 
published in the nineteenth 
century (shortly after the 
American Civil War). 

This book is not par- 
ticularly hard to find because 
it was republished as a 
Bicentennial Book by the State 
of Florida back in 1976. You 
might want to do a search on 
Abebooks.com. I do not know 
about corrupt chiefs , The 
Seminole leader ; Charlie 
Emathla (this is not Tukose 
Emathla mentioned earlier) 
was assassinated shortly 
before the beginning of the 
Second Seminole War by a 


party led by Osceola. They were angry 
that Charlie Emathla had agreed to 
immigrate to Indian Territory and was 
paid to do so. 

In the 1820s , the Creek chief 
Macintosh was assassinated by angry 
tribesmen because of some of his deal- 
ings with the United States Government. 
You may know that many of the Florida 
Seminoles were originally Creek Indians 
from Alabama and Georgia. 

A good source of information on 
the Black Seminoles is “Black 
Seminoles” by Kenneth W. Porter. This is 
a work about the life of Black Seminole , 
John Horse. This work was published 
only a few years ago so it should be still 
readily available. Porter was a pioneer in 
the field of Black Seminole History. 
References to a number of his journal 
articles are listed below. I do not know 
of any know of material specifically 
about Black Seminole Weddings, either 
how they were similar or different to 
Seminole Weddings. Another source 
would be Africans and Seminoles by 
Daniel Littlefield. 

I would also like to recommend 
the historical essay “Creek into 
Seminole” by William C. Sturtevant. It 
was published in a book titled “American 
Indians in Historical Perspective” (com- 
plete reference is below). I think you will 
find it a succinct way to get a thorough 
overview on the Florida Seminoles. It 
discusses the changes in the Political 
structure and as such will help you 
understand issues of political leadership 
in greater detail and how they have 
changed over time. It will also provide 
you with a good bibliography of sources 
were you can explore some of the topics 
in which you are interested in greater 
detail. 

McCall, George A. 1868. Letters from 
the Frontier. Philadelphia: L.B. 
Lippincott. Reprinted Gainesville: 
University Presses of Florida, 1974 

Littlefield, Daniel F., Jr. 1977. Africans 
and Seminoles: From removal to 
Emancipation. Westport, Conn.: 
Greenwood Press. 

Porter Kenneth W. 1943. “Florida Slaves 
and Free Negroes in the Seminole War, 
1835-1842. ” Journal of Negro History 
28: 390-421. 

Porter. 1946. “John Caesar: Seminole 
Negro Partisan. ” Journal of Negro 
History 31:190-207. 

Porter. 1946. “The Negro Abraham.” 
Florida Historical Quarterly 25:1-43. 

Porter. 1945. “Negroes and the East 
Florida Annexation Plot. ” Journal of 
Negro History 30: 9-29. 

Porter. 1951. “Negroes and the Seminole 
War 181 7-1818. ” Journal of Negro 
History 36: 249-80. 


Porter. 1945. “Notes on the Seminole 
Negroes in the Bahamas. ” Florida 
Historical Quarterly 24: 56-60. 

Sturtevant, William C. 1971. ff Creek into 
Seminole. ” In North American Indians 
in Historical Perspective, ed. Eleanor B. 
Leacock and Nancy O. Lurie, pp. 92-128. 
New York: Random House. 

Regards 
David Blackard 
Museum Director 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

To the staff of The Seminole Tribune, 

Hi guys! I’d just like to congratu- 
late you all for a fine job of reporting. 

This is my link to my friends, family, and 
relatives. Also, it fills me in on what’s 
new and who’s not of the rez people and 
what’s up and coming. Keep up the great 
job. 

To my favorites in the outside 
camps, villages and rez boundaries; to 
Luvella and Anita John: I miss you both 
and I think of you both often. I see you at 
various festivals and not enough on your 
home turf in Big Cypress. Write to me 
and let me know what’s happening in 
your little corner of the world. Give 
Treena, Trina a big hug for me and tell her 
I’m thinking of her too. 

Daisey Mae, Mary Louise John 
and Cecil Jumper, where are you? It’s like 
we’ve drifted so far apart and I take some 
of the blame myself. Blood is thicker than 
water and we’ll always be family. 

Miguel “Micki” Cantu, look me 
up and we can do things; catch up on old 
times like brothers and sisters. We all hold 
a common bond. Let me know how all are 
doing and where you’re at. Like everyone, 
I need family close to me. 

Before I close, I’m near 
Hollywood for the time being, in 
Pompano Beach, Fla. My mother Mary 
knows where, so look me up and drop me 
a line. It gets lonely without Jake, Isaac, 
Simon, Jeff, my dad and Angela. I’m 
doing well and making plans to return to 
the Tampa area after February or March 
of 2005. 

Life is better after 40; happy, 
healthy, conscious, and ready for anything 
curious and spontaneous. What’s up! 
Alligators are my business. 

Lots of love, 

Thomas 

Here is my mailing address: 

Thomas M. Storm Sr. 

400 S.W. 2nd Street 

Pompano Beach, FL 33060 

Dear Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 

The soldiers and I are thankful 
and honored to have the support from you 
and the Seminole Tribe, n your letter you 
mention that our sacrifices are much 
appreciated, it should be us that are thank- 
ing you. It is veterans like yourself that 
have risked there lives for this great coun- 
try and still reach out in many ways to 
support the soldiers. The pride and bond 
that is shared among service men from 
past and present is something 
that can not be explained but 
only lived. 

We have been at FOB 
Shkin for about 5 months now 
and we have been able to settle 
into the environment quite 
well. Our missions have 
increased and changed, but the 
time outside the wire has gone 
from 22-28 days to bout 14-18 
days per mission. We are cur- 
rently helping with the elec- 
tions by providing security as 
well as building schools, wells, 
medical facilities and govern- 
ment buildings. It is an amaz- 
ing thing to know we are part 
of building a new government, 
and giving them a fresh start. 

Our children will read 
about this in their history 
books and we will be able to 
tell them we took part in this. 
We also have started rotating 
soldiers out on leave, and this 
has been a big morale boost for 
the guys. I will be going on 
leave in the beginning to mid- 
dle of August and from one 
soldier to another I would be 
most honored to extend the 
gratitude of the soldiers and 
myself, for your help and sup- 
port, in person. 

Sincerely, 

SGT Juan D. Maya 
& the Wolfhounds 
Aco. 2/27th, TF 2/27, 

APO AE 09354 
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Felix DoBosz 


First place winner Firewater displayed at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino before the race. 


Seminole Hard Rock Sponsors First 
Annual High Speed Boat Race 


By Felix DoBosz 

DANIA BEACH, FL — The First Annual 
Dania Beach Centennial Super Boat Grand Prix fea- 
turing offshore powerboats roaring between Dania 
beach and Hollywood beach, took place on Sunday 
July 18. This unique race was sanctioned by the 
Super Boat International Productions Inc., and spon- 
sored by the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 

Thirty- five powerboats started milling 
around the north end of the Dania Beach Pier at about 
1 p.m. They waited for the go ahead signal under 
cloudy and lighting laced skies. They raced off shore 
from the Dania Beach Pier to the Hollywood Westin 
Diplomat Hotel and back. Between the two locations, 
at speeds averaging almost 100 miles per hour on 
Superboat Unlimited class boats, racers traveled 


eight-mile laps. The super powerboats did 15 laps, 

1 00 nautical miles, as sparse crowds of beach specta- 
tors lined the beaches watching with great anticipa- 
tion under darkening clouds. 

This was only the second race of the East 
Coast Platinum Series. Powerful rain squalls inter- 
fered with the grand performance of these amazing 
aquatic wonders by delaying the start and finally 
shortening the finish of this Super Boat Grand Prix 
by two laps. 

The V-l Firewater is a 39-foot Superboat 


Vee with twin-825 HP CID 510 Ea, Stotler Racing 
engines. It had been on display on a huge trailer in 
front of the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino a 
few days before the race. The Firewater was reward- 
ed when it won first place in Sunday’s Superboat Vee 
Grand Prix in some tough choppy waters. 

According to some of the drivers, it felt like 
a giant washing machine out there with some waves 
as high as four feet. The only actual competition 
Firewater had was from Rio Roses/Lake Cumberland 
superboat. They stayed neck and neck at the early 
part of the race until the Rio Roses superboat broke 
down, and had to be towed back to shore. 

Every mile counted for points in these races 
and when boats are tied and evenly matched every 
mile counts for the big total score. As last years 

defending national champi- 
on, Firewater’s victory was 
worth 501 points for the 
2004 racing season tour. 

John Carbonell, 
president of Super Boat 
International Productions, 
Inc., said, “The Firewater 
super boat bums a gallon of 
fuel every minute. That’s 
114 Octane rating, at $4.00 
a gallon, and each tank 
holds up to 400 gallons of 
fuel.” 

“They won three 
races out of four in 2004,” 
Carbonell continued. “Let’s 
make that four out of five 
with today’s victory.” 

According to 
Carbonell, this race was 
taped by the Outdoor Life 
Network, for a one-hour 
show that will air on net- 
work TV later this year. 

“Can you believe 
we had Max Osceola Jr., on 
The Planet Man’ superboat, 
racing at speeds of 140 
mph, down in Key West a few weeks ago,” Carbonell 
said with delight. 

They hope to get some more Seminole citi- 
zens interested in participating in the Grand Prix rac- 
ing tour. There was one super boat, the Miccosukee 
Indian Gaming boat that was painted onto its sides, a 
38 foot Fountain Superboat Vee limited class boat. 
Owned and operated by Bad Apple Racing Inc. of 
Coral Springs, Fla., it came in second in its class. 



Felix DoBosz 


A video crew tapes the race from a helicopter for later broadcast. 


Guinness World Record Holder Ed 
Wheeler Visits Seminole Hard Rock 



By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Ed Wheeler, Guinness 
World Record holder for visiting the most casinos, 
wheeled into the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and 
Casino in Hollywood on Monday July 19. 

This visit marks record breaking number 
427. 

Wheeler, 77, has visited casinos 
throughout the U.S., Canada, the 
Netherlands, Monte Carlo, Austria and 
Switzerland. Either by ground or air, he 
does most of his traveling with his wife 
Diane. 

“It’s the challenge,” said 
Wheeler, regarding what compelled him 
to start visiting as many casinos as he has. 

His way of accumulating the 
most visits is by clustering. He once took 
a cross-country Canadian train and got a 
chance to visit 29 casinos in one trip. 

Prior to his stop in Hollywood, 

Wheeler visited other Seminole casinos in 
Immokalee, Brighton and the Tampa Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino as well. 

He commented that the Tampa 
and Hollywood casinos are equally noisy, 
yet up-to-date and state of the art. 

“Overall, it’s a real class act,” 

Wheeler said. “A pace center of the indus- 
try.” 

Accompanied by the Seminole 
Tribe Public Relations Advisor, Gary 
Bitner, Wheeler got a chance to eat lunch 
at The Blue Plate restaurant; one of the 
casino’s dining spots. He referred to the 
staff as “genuine people.” 

As a perk, he received an 
engraved guitar to add to his casino mem- 
orabilia collection from President of the 
Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 

Casino, Doug Pattison. 

After his visit to the Seminole 
Hard Rock, Wheeler said he plans to head 


home to Rockchester, N.Y., and resume his journey in 
a week. His next stop will be Atlantic City, N.J. 
Wheeler estimates to hit casino visit number 500 by 
the end of this year. 


Adelsa Williams 


Ed Wheeler shows off his Guiness World Records certificate 
and Seminole Hard Rock guitar. 


New Look for Nature Trail at Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 


By Tom Gallaher 

BIG CYPRESS — In 

August 1997, a one-mile nature 
trail opened as part of Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum. The boardwalk 
trail has enabled tribal members 
and visitors alike to experience a 
cypress dome, much like what 
Florida Seminoles in the past 
hunted in, traveled through and 
gathered resources in. 

With the passage of 
time, surrounded by cypress, wil- 
low, bay and oak, nature’s toll on 
the wooden trail had begun to 
show with the buildup of slippery 
algae. Recently, museum staff 
created a system for cleaning the 
boardwalk and keeping it clean, 
much to the delight of visitors 
that have enjoyed the new look 
and safety of the clean trail. 

If you haven’t been to 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki lately, come out 
and enjoy the new look of the 
nature trail., and learn new tradi- 
tional uses of native plants and 
trees by reading the signage 
along the trail and learning the 
plant names in Creek, Mikasuki, 
and English. 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
is open Tuesday-Sunday, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. For additional infor- 
mation, call (863) 902-1113, or visit 
www.seminoletribe.com/museum. 



Tom Andrew 

(L-R) Carmen Arango, Chris Scanlon, Marisol Garcia, and Linda 
Fleischman. 


Chairman Speaks at GFLLHA Luncheon 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On Thursday July 22, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress was the keynote speaker 
at the monthly Greater Fort Lauderdale Lodging and 
Hospitality Association (GFLLHA) meeting. This 
month, unlike past months, the GFLLHA had their 
meeting at the Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino. 

The GFLLHA is a nonprofit organization 
that promotes the Broward County hospitality indus- 
try. 

Sally Tommie, the chairman’s executive 
assistant, introduced him. She thanked the GFLLHA 
for wanting to hold their meeting at the Hard Rock. 

Tommie invited the attendees to get to know 
the Seminoles people, not only in the lodging and 
hospitality realm, but also on a neighborly basis. She 
said the GFLLHA should think of the Seminoles as 
neighbors. 

“We are your neighbors,” she said. “Not just 
to come here and enjoy our resort, we ask that you 
continue to enjoy the culture of the Seminole people 
that reside right here in Florida.” 

She also spoke about the diversified eco- 
nomic realms that the tribe is involved in and 
explained the governing structural elements, the 
council and the board. Tommie then touched on the 
focus on tribal health that the chairman has been 
involved in, including putting a personal trainer on 
every reservation and opening the Mitchell Cypress 
Trail of Fitness in Big Cypress. 

Tommie then introduced Suzanne Davis, 


tribal health educator. Davis continued discussing 
Cypress’s contribution to bettering health within the 
tribe, specifically relating to diabetes, which Davis 
said affects Native Americans more than any other 
demographic segment. 

“He really has moved heaven and earth for 
the other diabetic patients,” Davis said. 

She showed the crowd before and after pic- 
tures of the chairman, which showed his dramatic 
weight loss. The crowd applauded his accomplish- 
ment. Davis said Cypress should be even more proud 
of the improvements made to his health. She said the 
chairman use to be diabetic, but has now resigned his 
dependency on medications and controls the condi- 
tion through diet and exercise. 

When Cypress made his way to the stage, he 
continued speaking about his struggle with diabetes. 
He joked about his former weight, saying he looked 
like the Goodyear Blimp. 

“Before they put a trademark on me, I decid- 
ed to change my eating habits,” he said. 

He said he has to force himself, like many 
others, to follow his diet and exercise daily. Cypress 
said if it were not for his trainer, he would not always 
find the motivation to exercise, saying “sometimes I 
just don’t want to get out and do exercise.” 

He concluded by reiterating what Tommie 
said, that he has a problem being called a role model 
because he said he is “just a simple country boy.” He 
said he takes inspiration from his role models; those 
he has seen suffer due to health-related problems, 
who have turned their lives around. 


Former Chilocco Indian School Students Reunite 



Former students of Chilocco Indian School very special thank you to Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 
attended the 120th annual reunion held in 1966 Chilocco Indian School graduate, who made it 

Albuquerque, N.M. Everyone who attended said they possible for us to make this trip, 
had a great time seeing 
old babes and making 
new friends. 

The reunion 

started with a reception on 
Thursday evening with a 
memorabilia room open 
all day. Former classmates 
stopped in here looking 
for each other and seeing 
who checked in. In the 
evening there was a 
reception and afterwards, 
the class of ’66 and a few 
from the class of ’68 went 
to a private place to eat 
and reminisce about the 
old days at school. 

Of course, 

Sunday everyone did their 
own thing, including 
sightseeing and shopping. 

Then everyone attended 
the banquet and danced. 

The guest speaker was 
Wes Studi, the movie star 
who is a Chilocco Indian 
School graduate from 

1964. Chairman Mitchell Cypress (back row, right) with other Chilocco students. 

We want to say a 



Criminal Defense 


606Wl£] SuGakland Hwy, 
Cl FW1STQN, Fl OR I DA 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983- LAWS (5297) 


♦ 

DU! 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic violence 
Family law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 
♦ 



The Seminole Tribune 


4 


August 13, 2004 



Shelley Marmor 


Father Marco Cyprian, Anica Cyprian, Paul Buster, mother Sonja Cyprian and younger brother Janek Cyprian. 


Paul Buster Bids German Exchange 
Student Anica Cyprian Farewell 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen Paul 
Buster has spent the last year hosting 17-year-old 
Anica Cyprian, a German foreign exchange student. 
On Thursday July 29, Cyprian returned to her native 
country after completing her junior year at 
Hollywood Hills High School. 

She said she will return to high school in 
Germany and finish her studies to earn a high school 
diploma. 

In Germany, Cyprian lived in a small village 
in Northern Germany located on the Baltic Sea just 
north of Hamburg, Germany. Her village is the home 
to only about 500 people, so naturally living in 
Hollywood, Fla., a city with more than a hundred 
thousand residents, took some getting use to. 

Cyprian, however, said she adjusted well. 
She said she had studied English for about five years 
in school in Germany, but she admitted other things 
took some getting use to. 

“Everything is big,” she said. “Even at 
Publix® you had so many choices. There are like a 
million kinds of cereals.” 


Before returning to Germany, Cyprian’s 
mother, father and younger brother came to the U.S. 
to see how she had been living for the last year. On 
Tuesday July 27, they made a stop at the Hollywood 
tribal headquarter building. 

In addition, Cyprian said she was able to see 
many other interesting locations throughout Florida 
including the Kennedy Space Center, the Florida 
Keys and of course, Walt Disney World®. 

She said her favorite trip she went on in the 
U.S. was to Nashville, Tenn. While there she visited 
the Grand Ole Opry, a treat for her since she said she 
loved American country music. 

Buster said he is sad to see Cyprian return to 
Germany. After a year of hosting her in his home, he 
grew quite attached to her, even referring to her as his 
daughter. 

“We really enjoyed having her here,” he 
said. “She is a wonderful daughter to me. I’m glad 
God blessed me with her for the past year. She’s a 
wonderful young lady.” 

In the beginning of August, Buster will host 
another exchange student named P.J. from Thailand. 


II YP 

Continued from page 1 

of Hospitality Administration and the College of 
Medicine. Students also visited the Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical University Colleges of 
Journalism and Communication, College of 
Pharmacy and office of recruitments and scholar- 
ships. 

As a team building exercise, Leadership 
Academy students completed the rope course at the 
FSU reservation. Leadership Academy students also 
visited the law enforcement training academy at the 
Tallahassee Police Department, spoke with an arche- 
ologist and biologist from the United States Forest 
Service, and met with a dietician. Tribal citizen Carla 
Gopher was a special speaker to the group. 

Rick Whitfield, Leadership Academy coordi- 
nator thought the 2004 youth program was one of the 
best ever. 

“We have had a really talented and bright 
group this year. Each year gets better and better,” he 
said. 

According to Bob Kellum, who directed the 
program this year, next year will be a special event 
for the program. 

“As we celebrate our twenty- fifth anniver- 
sary next year, we plan on inviting back all former 
program participants,” Kellum said. 

FGCIA staff members Cindy Doheny, 

Ruthie Flanders, Millicent Pittman, Caitlin Proud, 
Petra Soliman and Patti Cafarella all 


worked hard to make the program a success. 

“We appreciate all of the hard work from the 
staff, counselors, teachers and speakers,” said 
Kellum. 

Joe Quetone, executive director of FGCIA, 
was unable to lead the program this year due to ill- 
ness. 

More than 40 students representing 1 3 tribes 
participated in the FIYP. Most participants were 
either Seminole or Lumbee. Seminole students trav- 
eled from Big Cypress, Ft. Pierce, Hollywood, and 
Immokalee to participate. 

Tribal citizens O’Hara Tommie and Chris 
Marrero served as counselors for the program. 
Lasharra Stockton served as a youth facilitator. 

Tribal citizens Lazarra Marrero, Gabriel 
Stockton and Karissa Tommie all participated in the 
Leadership Academy. David Anderson, Garrett 
Anderson, Allison Garza, Efran Marrero, Casey 
McCall, Johnathan Rodriguez, Celeste Stockton, 

Dean Stokes, Kelly Tigertail, Monique Tommie and 
Marty Tommie all participated in the youth program. 

Tribal citizen David Anderson received a 
$500 scholarship award as an outstanding participant 
in the youth program. Lazara Marrero received a 
$150 scholarship award for special achievement in 
the Leadership academy. Efrain Marrero and Casey 
McCall received $250 scholarship awards for special 
achievement in the youth program. 

Casey McCall served as president of the 
tribal council. Both Marty Tommie and David 
Anderson served as sergeants-at-arms of the tribal 
council. 


Exhibit 

Continued from page 1 



Felix DoBosz 



Also on display were current 
pieces of artwork, essays and poetry cre- 
ated by the Seminole students from the 
Ahfachkee School in Big Cypress. Some 
of the children’s stories and poems con- 
tained heart-warming messages of how it 
feels to be Seminole in this modem world 
by describing what it is they enjoy most 
about their favorite traditions, foods, and 
holidays. 

“This is one of the most talked 
about diversity displays that we’ve had all 
year,” said Lieberman. “I’m pleased that 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida was able to 
assemble such an elaborate exhibit which 
is complemented by the Broward County 
Historical Commission’s historical photo- 
graphic display of Native Americans in 
Broward County.” 

“People no longer walk through 
our lobby,” she said in her speech during 
the ceremony. “They meander, they go to 
one exhibit, they go to the next, then they 
come back and they learn a lot about what 
made Broward County a great place to 
work and live.” 

Lieberman thanked everyone for 
their hard work in putting together this 


(L-R) Broward County Mayor Ilene Lieberman and 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 


Felix DoBosz 


showcased event of Native 
Americans, and especially the great 
contributions and sacrifices the 
Seminoles have made to the diverse 
South Florida community. 

“Seminole culture and histo- 
ry are woven deeply into the past and 
present of Broward County,” said 
Chairman Cypress, “The historic 
names of Broward’s streets, rivers, 
and parks speak of the lives and times 
of the native people who lived here, 
survived Indian removal wars and 
great changes, and continue to thrive 
today.” 

The chairman continued to 
speak about how delighted he was to 
attend, and recognized some of the 
great historic photos, frozen in time 
from the Seminole past. He thanked 
everyone for coming out and viewing 
this great exhibit and he especially 
thanked the mayor and Broward 
County for showcasing this mar- 
velous exhibit and bringing it to all 
the people. 


(L-R) Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum Director David Blackard, Tina 
Marie Osceola, and Chairman Michtell Cypress. 
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(L-R) Jim Carnicella, Anthony Frank, Heather Tanksley from the human resources department. 


New Challenges, Exciting Advancement 


Submitted by James Carnicella 

HOLLYWOOD — Having recently earned 
his bachelor’s degree in business management from 
Florida Atlantic University in April, Human Resource 
Specialist Anthony Frank hoped that his educational 
achievement would ultimately escalate him to excit- 
ing heights within the Seminole business world. On 
July 16, a new functional unit within the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida’s corporate human resources (HR) 
department was created: professional development 
and training (PD&T). 

Frank’s new position — and his proudly 
accepted challenge — is that of a professional devel- 
opment and relationships liaison, which was created 
to assist the manager of professional development 
and training. 

The PD&T unit was formed under the cor- 
porate HR umbrella to provide professional develop- 
ment and training opportunities that will promote and 
enhance leadership and vital business and career 
related skills among tribal citizens and employees, 
while also encouraging professionalism, achievement, 
organizational effectiveness and profitability, and 
active tribal citizen participation in career develop- 
ment and corporate growth initiatives. 

In his new role, Frank will be directly 
involved with the creation of critical infrastructures 
and processes that support the corporate training 


function and overall organizational and employee 
development. One related project Frank will be 
involved with will be design, development, and 
launch of a tribal career development program. 
Fundamentally, this is intended to encourage tribal 
citizen internship within the corporate realm, similar 
to a program currently in place within the hospitality 
and gaming section. 

“This is a terrific opportunity for Anthony to 
participate from the ground-up in the creation of a 
department whose ultimate services are critical to 
fueling long-term individual and organizational suc- 
cess for all Seminoles,” said PD & T Manager 
Heather Tanksley. “He was selected into the position 
for a few key reasons: he demonstrates a truly sincere 
and strong will to learn and develop new skills, he is 
committed to the initiative of building ongoing trust 
and solid professional relationships among both tribal 
members and non-members, and his knowledge of 
and associations within the tribe shall help provide 
culturally valuable and highly necessary input in the 
development of key training programs. He has been a 
great asset to me since I began my new role here and 
I really look forward to sharing knowledge with him 
and growing the department together!” 

Congratulations, Anthony Frank, on your 
new challenge and exciting advancement opportunity. 
Keep learning and working to achieve your dreams. 


Meet the Building and Grounds Staff 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Director Henry Gopher 
supervises the building and grounds department 
throughout the Seminole Tribe of Florida reserva- 
tions, Hollywood, Brighton, Big Cypress and 
Immokalee. There are currently 26 full time employ- 
ees, and one part time employee. 

The department provides a wide variety of 
services including janitorial, lawn maintenance, mov- 
ing furniture, elevator services and assisting depart- 
ments with minor repairs. Among these services, the 
department assists with special events in all reserva- 
tions. 


“All employees do what needs to be done in 
a timely manner,” said Administrative Assistant 
Jo Ann O’Connell. “We make sure everything is done 
to the best of our abilities.” 

Besides the mentioned services the depart- 
ment also assists in non-ordinary complaints and 
emergencies. 

“Even if someone’s car breaks down, we 
assist them,” said employee Alex Adams. “It’s a chal- 
lenge; nothing is ever the same.” 

If your department needs assistance, you 
may contact the building and grounds department at 
(954)966-6300, or direct at (954) 967-3410. 



Adelsa Williams 


The building and grounds department: (L-R) Intaz Kahn, Junior Thompson, Alex Adams, Ken Bonawitz, 
Joann O’Connell and Henry Gopher (front). 
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Adelsa Williams 


(L-R) Denise Carpenter, Greg Farley, Janice Sikora, Dave Anderson, Wanda Bilie, Jon Harvey, Penny 
Fontana, Rhonda Moffet, Maria Galeano, Ruggy Jumper. 


Meet the Purchasing Department Staff 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The purchasing depart- 
ment is located in the Hollywood tribal office head- 
quarters building. The department’s responsibility is 
to provide purchasing and procurement assistance to 
all other tribal departments and programs. 

Some of the services the department pro- 
vides include obtaining typical office supplies and 
equipment to school buses, police and EMS vehicles 
and supplies, and construction and farming equip- 
ment. For the past 14 years the department has been 
smoothly run by Director Denise Carpenter and cur- 


rently consists of 10 employees, who are known to 
offer one of the friendliest services. 

“It gets very crazy here some days, but we 
always work together and make the best of the situa- 
tion,” said Purchasing Agent Penny Fontana. “That’s 
the best part of working for the purchasing depart- 
ment; we are like family here.” 

If you have any inquiries or need assistance 
in your department, you can contact the purchasing 
department at (954) 966-6300, or their direct number 
(954) 967-3408. 
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Health Corner ❖ Chah-nee-ken chao-ke ❖ Cvfeknetv onakv 


New Health Plan Cards 


On May 3, 2004, the health department dis- 
tributed new health plan identification cards to tribal 
citizens as they picked-up their dividend checks. 

It is very important that you obtain your new 
health plan card and begin using it immediately. So, 
if you have not received your new health plan ID 
card, please contact Melanie Wells at (954) 962-2009, 
Ext. 161. She will be happy to assist you in obtaining 
your new ID card. 

You may also contact the health center in 
your area to request a new health plan card. 
Hollywood Health Center 

Karen Robinson/Melanie Wells 
3006 Josie Billie Avenue 
Hollywood, Florida 33024 
Phone: (954) 962-2009 

Big Cypress Health Center 

Wendy Powers 
HC 61 Box 40 A 
Clewiston, Florida 33440 
Phone: (863) 983-5151 

Brighton Health Center 

Gail McClenithan 


Route 6 Box 589 
Okeechobee, Florida 34974 
Phone: (863) 763-0271 

Tampa 

Sue Harjo 

5118 North 56th Street, Suite 242 
Tampa, Florida 33610 
(813) 246-3100 

Immokalee 

Anna Puente 
Immokalee Field Office 
Mary Watts Billie Drive 
Immokalee, Florida 
(239) 657-6567 

Ft. Pierce 

Contact Brighton health center 

When you receive your new card, please 
destroy your old health plan card. In addition, please 
be sure to present your new card to all medical 
providers when receiving medical care. 
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Increase in Eyewear Benefit for Tribal Citizens 


Submitted by the Health Department 

The health department is 
pleased to announce that effec- 
tive June 29, 2004, the benefit 
for eyewear, including frames, 
lenses and contact lenses has 
increased from $200 to $500 
per calendar year. 

Please be aware that if you have 
already received your eyewear benefit 
this year for $200, an adjustment will not 
be made. However, the remaining $300 benefit will 
be available to you if you should need additional eye 



wear this year. Eye exams will continue to be covered 
at 100 percent. 

If you have any questions, please contact 
the health plan department at (954) 981-7410, 
or contact the patient services coordinator at 
the health center in your area. The 
phone numbers are listed below. 

Hollywood Health Center, 
Karen Robinson, (954) 962-2009; 
Brighton Health Center, Gail 
McClenithan, (863) 763-0271; Big 
Cypress Health Center, Wendy Powers, 
(863) 983-5151. 


Stay Hydrated During Summer Workouts 


By Kenny Bay on, C.FT. 

The heat and humidity in Florida never seem 
to end. During the summer months, the temperature 
can reach as high as 100 degrees, with more than 80 
percent humidity. Exercising regularly during the 
summer heat brings an increased risk of dehydration, 
which occurs when the body loses excessive amounts 
of water and important blood salts like potassium and 
sodium. 

There is a good reason your parents and gym 
teacher warned you about dehydration. Not only can 
it hurt athletic performance, but it can lead to other 
heat-related illnesses such as heat exhaustion, heat 
stroke, and in severe cases, death. 

There are many potential causes of dehydra- 
tion. The most obvious are strenuous activity with 
excessive sweating, and prolonged exposure to the 
sun or high temperatures coupled with not drinking 
enough fluids. Also, beware of overusing of diuretics, 
including alcohol and caffeine, which 
dehydrate the body, or other 
medications that increase uri- 
nation, as well as vomiting 
and diarrhea. Other causes 
of dehydration include dia- 
betes, kidney disease, and 
liver disease. 

There are three stages 
of dehydration: mild, moder- 
ate and severe. The mild 
phase occurs when there’s a 
loss of no more than five 
percent of the body’s 
fluid. Some of the signs 
include thirst and a 
slightly dry mouth. 

Some of the accompa- 
nying symptoms 
include low blood 
pressure, lack of 
energy, general 
weakness, and rapid 

breathing. Drinking plain water may be all the 
treatment needed, but if that doesn’t work try 
fluids with sodium and electrolytes, such as 
Gatorade® and Powerade®. Mild dehydration 
rarely results in complications. 

Moderate dehydration occurs when the body 
loses between five and 10 percent of its fluids. Some 
symptoms include a very dry mouth, sunken eyes, 
and skin that doesn’t bounce back quickly when 
lightly pinched and released. In infants, beware of a 
sunken fontanel, or soft spot, on the head. Be sure to 
drink fluids with sodium and electrolytes. In 
teenagers and adults with moderate dehydration, care- 
ful home treatment can be safe, but phone contact 
with a physician is advisable. Children younger than 
10 with moderate dehydration should see a physician; 
hospitalization usually isn’t necessary. 

The most dangerous phase is severe dehy- 
dration, which occurs when the body loses 10-15 per- 
cent of its fluid. The signs include those in the mod- 
erate zone, as well as a rapid pulse (more than 1 00 
beats per minute at rest), rapid breathing, cold hands 
and feet, and blue lips. Another telling point is if the 


person has confusion and lethargy, and cannot be eas- 
ily aroused. In this situation, the person must be 
rushed to the hospital immediately. Intravenous fluids 
(I Vs) can quickly reverse dehydration, and often save 
the lives of young children and infants. 

Other heat-related trouble that can occur: 

Heat cramps (involuntary muscle spasms): 
Occur during or after activity, usually in the specific 
muscles exercised. They’re probably caused by an 
imbalance of the body’s fluid and electrolyte concen- 
trations. Muscle spasms can occur if the electrolytes 
aren’t replaced. The best way to treat this is to rest, 
drink fluids with electrolytes, and add salt to foods. 

Heat exhaustion: It is caused by reduced 
blood volume due to excessive sweating. Blood then 
pools in the extremities, and the person may faint or 
feel dizzy. The symptoms of heat exhaustion also 
include nausea and fatigue. Treatment should include 
resting in a cool place and drinking fluids containing 
electrolytes. Medical attention may be required. 

Heat stroke: Is a medical emergency requir- 
ing immediate action. In this scenario, the body’s 
temperature-regulating processes 
stops functioning, sweating usual- 
ly stops, the skin becomes dry 
and hot, and the person’s rectal 
temperature rises to more than 
105 degrees. Other symptoms 
include disorientation, vomit- 
ing, headache, and uncon- 
sciousness. If untreated, 
death occurs due to the circu- 
latory collapse and central 
nervous system damage. 
Aggressive steps must be 
taken immediately to 
lower the person’s body 
temperature. Until med- 
ical help arrives, cover 
the afflicted person with 
ice packs, immerse in 
cold water, and/or rub 
with alcohol. 

The most obvi- 
ous way to avoid trouble 
is to stay hydrated, 
preferably with water. This 
is crucial for everyone who takes part in outdoor 
activities, from morning walkers to weekend warriors 
to world-class athletes. 

For most of us, being aware and prepared is 
the easiest way to prevent dehydration. On hot humid 
days, an active person can become dehydrated in 
about 15 minutes. Drinking during exercise is essen- 
tial to prevent the detrimental effects of dehydration 
on the body temperature and exercise performance. 

The American College of Sports Medicine 
recommends that a person should drink 20 ounces of 
fluid about two hours prior to exercise to promote 
hydration and allow time for excretion of excess 
ingested water. The person should drink 5-10 ounces 
of cool fluid every 15-20 minutes during exercise to 
replace sweat losses. 

This summer, be sure to get plenty of exer- 
cise, and, of course, water and other fluids. 



2004 Spring/Summer Weight Lost Contest 


By Kenny Bayon, C.FT. 

HOLLYWOOD — The spring/summer 
weight loss contest ended successfully, as everyone is 
a winner for trying to lead a healthier lifestyle. 

It’s not just about weight loss; it’s about 
wanting to better oneself. It’s about taking the time to 
make sure you’re eating the right foods, and staying 
committed to your program and not swaying towards 
those bad habits. It’s taking 25 minutes for some 
weight training, and taking a nice stroll though the 
park before the sunset to walk off those extra calo- 
ries. 

The key to making this contest successful is 
that everyone not only takes the weight off, but keeps 
it off as well. Many of these people, I personally see 
everyday training very hard to better themselves. As 
the trainer of the Hollywood recreation department, it 
is very rewarding to see how much interest people 
are showing for their self-improvement. Let’s remain 
on the right track and keep up the good work. 

I decided to switch the way we do the con- 
test this time around, declaring the winner as the per- 
son who lost the most amount of body weight per- 


centage not just who lost the most weight. As always, 
there will be alterations to the contest to make it fair 
for everyone who competes. Just remember, those 
who start are encouraged to always stay on track and 
to just lead a healthy lifestyle during the contest. 

I want to thank Max Osceola Jr., Moses 
“Bigg Shot” Jumper, Mitchell Cypress, Bo Young 
and the others that helped support this from the start, 
so that both tribal citizens and employees enjoy a bet- 
ter way of life. 

Here are the results of this Spring/Summer 
2004 weight loss contest: Tribal woman: 1. Donna 
Turtle 3.3 percent, 2. Resha Doctor, 3. Geraldine 
Osceola; Tribal men: 1. Blake Osceola 9 percent, 2. 
Tracy Smith, 3. William Johns; Tribal senior 
woman: 1. Linda Jim 4.6 percent, 2. Lawanna Niles, 
3. Mary Gay Osceola; Tribal senior men: 1. Don 
Osceola 5.7 percent, 2. Lawrence Osceola, 3. Paul 
Buster; Tribal employee men: 1. Larry Labazio 
12.2%, 2. Kenneth Crews, 3. Bo Young; Tribal 
employee woman: 1. Dorothy Williams 13.3 percent, 
2. Penny Fontana, 3. Dawna Bowman. 


In the Peak of Summer, Pool 
Precautions are Paramount 


By Patrick Peck, MA, REHS, Environmental 
Health Manager 

Just because children know how to swim 
doesn’t mean they’re safe. Among unintentional 
injuries, drowning has been the second leading cause 
of death of children under age five, after motor vehi- 
cle incidents, according to the Federal Consumer 
Product Safety Commission. 

All children should be supervised every sec- 
ond while in and around the pool. A common sce- 
nario is that young children leave the house without a 
parent or caregiver realizing it. 

The commission offers these tips to prevent 
drowning: 

Fences and walls should be at least four feet 
high and installed completely around the pool. 

Fence gates should be self-closing and self- 
latching. The latch should be out of a small 
child’s reach. Keep furniture that could be 
used for climbing into the 
pool area away from 
fences. 

If your house 
forms one side of the 
barrier to the pool, 
doors leading from 
the house to the 
pool should be pro- 
tected with alarms 
that produce a 
sound when a 
door is unex- 
pectedly opened. 

A power 
safety cover-a 
motor-powered 


barrier that can be placed over the water area-can be 
used when the pool isn’t in use. 

Keep rescue equipment by the pool and be 
sure a phone is poolside with emergency numbers 
posted. 

Knowing CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscita- 
tion) can be a lifesaver. 

Don’t leave pool toys and floats in the pool 
or pool area that may attract young children to the 
water. 

For above-ground pools, steps and ladders 
should be secured and locked or removed when the 
pool isn’t in use. 

If a child is missing, always look in the pool 
first. Seconds count in preventing death or disability. 
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DRIVE-T.HRU MENU 

Hot Cup Of Foldgers Mountain Grown Coffee COLD BEVERAGES 


LARGE X-LARGE 


Regular. $1.5042.00 ° ra "9 e ° rA PP |e Juice $2 00 

Iced Tea $1.50 

Snapple (assorted flavors) $2.00 

Bottled Water. $1.50 


Decaf $1.7542.25 

Tea $1.50 

Hot Chocolate..$1.50 


MUFFINS Bagels yogurt 

Assorted.. $1.50 Plain..$1.00 Various Flavor..$1. 25 

S I SO with Cream Cheese with Granola. ..$1.50 

KRISPY KREME DONUT PASTRY 

Glazed Donut.. ..$0.75 Coffee Cake. ..$1.00 

Powder Donut.. .$0.75. Danish. ...$1.00 


Adelsa Williams 

Customers at A Cup of Joe To Go can enjoy breakfast favorites including coffee and dounts, and even 
some healthy options like orange juice and yogurt. 


A Cup of Joe To Go Opens 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen Gem 
Osceola recently opened up the only drive-thru coffee 
shop in the area, located at the Northeast corner of 
441 and Stirling Road in Hollywood. 

On Monday, July 19, they held a grand 
opening where a native hoop dancer performed in the 
area adjacent to the shop to attract potential java cus- 
tomers. 

“It's convenient for people who are going to 
work and need something quick,” commented 
Osceola. “It's slow right now, but once people notice 
we’re here, it should get busy.” 


Besides your regular cup of coffee, the shop 
offers a variety of hot and cold drinks, smoothies, 
pastries, Danishes and homemade fruits for the 
healthy eater. Soon the shop will offer espresso, latte, 
cappuccino, and gourmet coffees. 

“We both worked at it,” said Linda, 
Osceola’s wife who works with him at the shop, 
“Gem worked really hard to open this.” 

The temporary facility is behind the 1 
American Tobacco shop. Once construction of the 
new structure is finished, they will locate just south 
of its current location. 
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Gem Osceola assists a drive-thru customer. 


Adelsa Williams 


Planned 4-H Club Expansion 



By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The 4-H participants in 
Immokalee are excitedly anticipating the completion 
of their new steer bam. For the past few years, par- 
ents have mn the 4-H program as a group with a 
coordinator and slowly began to expand. Last year 
they moved into a new swine facility and work began 
last August on a bam for the steers. 

The bam is located in a beautiful oak grove, 
which will provide it with continual shade and pro- 
tection from 
adverse weather 
conditions. The 
stalls have been 
constmcted of 
steel tubing for 
strength and 
easy mainte- 
nance. The open 
sides will allow 
for better venti- 
lation, keeping 
the animals 
cooler and pro- 
moting a faster 
drying time 
within the enclo- 
sure. The roof 
tmsses were 
designed with an 
extended over- 
hang for addi- (L-R) Robert Anqualda and Juan 
tional protection. Immokalee 4-H club’s steer barn. 

The parents 

have planned 
four wash and 

grooming racks, which are being constmcted with 
doors on both ends for easy safe handling of the 
stock. 

Maintenance Supervisor Chris Sanchez has 
been overseeing constmction of the bam and procur- 
ing the necessary materials. The actual cutting, weld- 
ing and painting of the steel panels has been handled 
by ranch employee Juan Tapia with the assistance of 
Robert Anzualda. The tmsses have been installed and 
roof will be completed in time for the arrival of this 
year's livestock. 

Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 


purchased a new squeeze box last year to help the 
youngsters begin working and taming their animals 
when they first arrive as rough stock. This is also an 
essential element for all of the necessary veterinary 
procedures throughout the year. 

The Seminole 4-H club offers many pro- 
grams in addition to small animals, swine and cattle. 
Included in this group are horses, production of pro- 
duce, home economics, bee keeping and educational 
skills to name a few. Immokalee has plans to add a 

horse club and 
set up a field for 
the youth to pro- 
duce a crop for 
market. Benny 
Motlow will be 
in charge of 
both of these 
programs and 
has already 
selected a crew 
to help prepare 
the grounds. 
Motlow will be 
teaching good 
horsemanship, 
grooming and 
maintenance in 
addition to com- 
petitive events. 
Judy Weeks Hopefully, this 
Tapia at the future home of the program will 

draw a wide 

number of par- 
ticipants who 
wish to graduate 

into Eastern Indian Rodeo competition. 

Aguilar said she is extremely proud of the 4- 
H program and congratulates the parents and partici- 
pants on a job well done. 

“This year's 4-H was an extraordinary suc- 
cess; thanks to the efforts of the parents, their coordi- 
nator, Cris Marrero, and the enthusiasm and hard 
work of the youngsters,” said Aguilar. “The hours 
you spend with your children are the most rewarding 
of your lifetime. Don't miss this opportunity to share 
in their education and success. Encourage them to 
participate in this year’s 4-H.” 


6th Annual Rez Rider Car Show 



By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On Friday July 23, the 
Osceola Baseball Field was transformed into a sea of 
cars, trucks, bikes, and even remote control model 
planes. The 6th Annual Rez Rider Car Show had a 
little bit of everything, including a barbeque rib cook- 
off. 


experience the natural beauty of South Dakota. 

“We're going to bike 300 to 400 miles a day, 
visiting Mt. Rushmore, the Badlands and much 
more,” said Osceola. 

Mitch Osceola entered three of his remote 
control airplanes. One plane in particular had a 
wingspan of nearly six feet. 

Asked how he 
got involved in model 


Michael Kelly 


Best in Show: Moses Billie’s 2003 Cadillac Escalade EXT. 


airplanes, Osceola 
responded, “One day 
while playing golf in 
Clewiston, I spotted a 
handful of the model 
planes flying by. When 
I saw those planes, I 
thought it would be fun 
to try.” 

Ronald Billie 
and his wife Almira sat 
on the tailgate of their 
2004 Ford 250 V8 
Turbo Diesel truck. The 
Harley Davidson 
Edition vehicle is paint- 
ed black and orange 
and stands high off the 
ground. Ronald, along 
with Vincent Micco, 
both have a passion for 
classic cars and trucks. 
Together, they host a 
popular car show in Big 
Cypress, held every 
October. Look for infor- 




Heading the list of standout autos was 
Moses Billie's 2003 Cadillac Escalade EXT, complete 
with 10 TV's, three 15-inch speakers, and 26-inch 
rims. On the other side of the spectrum, 
was Melissa DeMayo’s 2004 Scion XB. 

Although many of the entries towered 
over the boxy-yet hip-four-door, it clear- 
ly was an attention getter. 

Who says station wagons need 
to be boring? Natoshia Osceola’s new 
2004 Dodge Magnum station wagon 
proved that even parents can look cool 
dropping off the kids at school. 

There were a variety of bicycles 
and motorcycles as well. Michael Gentry 
entered his three-year-old son’s green 
"twisted" low rider bike, complete with 
suede seat and duel rear- view mirrors. 

Young Anthony has without question the 
hippest bike on the Hollywood reserva- 
tion. 

Officer's Amilcar Torres and 
Jerome Williams had the privilege of 
judging the some of the best tasting ribs 
here in South Florida. Melody Osceola 
served up a first place winner; Chuck 
Osceola placed second and Adam 
Osceola third. 

For spectators who wanted to 
see see custom-made motorcycles up 
close and personal, there were a few on 
display too. Jacob DeMayo’s nitro-boost- 
ing motorcycle drew large crowds. The 
first place custom bike, painted in black 
and accented with bright orange and 
green flames, is completely one-of-kind, 
having been designed by many of the top 
motorcycle builders here in South 
Florida. With a top speed of over 200 
mph, this bike is strictly for experienced 
professional riders. 

Fellow biker Chris Osceola displayed his 
custom painted Harley Davidson motorcycle. Osceola 
plans on shipping the bike to Sturgis, S.D. where he 
and friends can ride from sunup to sundown and 


mation on their upcom- 
ing show. 

Always a crowd favorite are the classic cars 
of Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper. Included in his collec- 


Michael Kelly 

Chris Osceola’s custom Harley Davidson, complete with REZHAWG 
vanity license plate. 


Michael Kelly 

The bicycle category winner: Michael Gentry stands next to 
his son’s low-rider bike. 


tion of fine automobiles are: a 1957 Chevrolet Bel 
Air four door, 1969 Chevrolet Chevelle, and 1955 
blue 3100 Chevrolet truck. While new cars today 
depreciate in value, classic cars, especially ones in 
good condition, can be a great 
investment. 

The results of the 6th 
Annual Rez Rider Car Show: 
Bicycle: 1. Anthony Gentry, 2. 
Roger Villarreal, 3. Eric Osceola; 
Motorcycle: 1. Jacob DeMayo; 2. 
Chris Osceola, 3. Moses Jumper; 
Toys: 1. Huston Osceola, 2. Mitch 
Osceola, 3. Gerret Osceola; 

Classic Car: 1. Moses Jumper, 2. 
Moses Jumper, 3. Eric Osceola; 
Classic Truck: 1 . Moses Jumper, 

2. Mitch Osceola; Custom Car: 
Issiah Billie, 2. Marl Osceola, 3. 
Jessie Jimmie; SUV: 1. Marlon 
Tommie, 2. Mitch Osceola, 3. 
Matthew Osceola; Stock Car: 1. 
Chris Osceola, 2. Natosha 
Osceola, 3. Trudy Osceola; 
Custom Truck: 1. Moses Billie, 2. 
Chris Osceola, 3. Dawn Sanchez; 
Stock Truck: 1. Judy Jones, 2. 
Mark Billie; ATV: 1. Grizzly, 2. 
Yamaha, 3. Rez Dog; Best of 
Show: Moses Billie. 
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Family Services * Yaat-acheewatke-Emaashaachaaie ❖ Eckvlke Emanickv 


Back to School Table in Immokalee 

By Laura Heritier 

IMMOKALEE — On August 2, family 
services in Immokalee had a display table for par- 
ents, grandparents, and interested people focusing on 
back to school issues. Each tribal child was given a 
back to school kit. The kits were filled with brightly 
colored school supplies. 

A handout was given to parents about tips 
for children returning to school and refreshments 
were provided. The family service department staff, 

Billie Napper, Laura Heritier, and Diana Rocha had 
many opportunities to talk to tribal citizens, who 
seemed interested in making school a positive experi- 
ence for their children. 



Family services photo 

Jennie Snow (left) gets information from family 
services. 



Family services photo 

Rita Gopher stops by the family services table. 


Brighton 

Community 
Birthday Luncheon 

By Tony Bullington 

BRIGHTON — The family 
services staff and the clinic co-hosted the 
monthly birthday luncheon on July 29. 
Community members and staff members 
from several departments came together 
for a time of food and celebration in the 
conference room at family services. Billie 
Micco was the life of the party with his 
quick wit and stories. 

The participants enjoyed a vari- 
ety of sub sandwiches, potato salad, 
chips, soft drinks and birthday cake for 
the July babies, provided by Hollywood. 
It could be truthfully said that a good 
time was had by all. 



Family services photo 


Brighton citizens enjoy a great lunch provided by the family 
services department. 


Your Money - A Cautionary Tale 


By Ken Goosens 

Editor s note: Ken Goosens works for the tribe in 
the loan department and counsels tribal citizens on 
loans and their credit. The opinions he expresses 
are his own. 

How are you planning to have enough 
money to live reasonably well for the rest of your 
life? Wow, you say, that’s a big, long range ques- 
tion. If you are like most people, you focus on hav- 
ing enough money to live right now and maybe the 
next month or next year. 

If all you do is worry about the short 
term, then your long term strategy for having 
enough money to live is to just to hope that having 
enough in the short term will continue. 

What’s wrong with that, you ask? The 
general problem is that what works now may not 
work in the future, and that putting yourself in an 
improved position in the future usually depends on 
doing something now so that you have better 
opportunities. 

Consider the case of millions of farm 
turkeys in the United States. If you asked these 
turkeys what their strategy for getting along was, 
they would say: we wait for the free food to show 
up and then eat. We sleep in free housing and each 
week the veterinarian gives us free medical care. 
What could be easier or better than that? But, of 
course, near Thanksgiving, instead of the turkeys 
getting fed another dinner, they become the dinner. 
What worked fine in the short term for every day 
for the turkey’s whole life suddenly stops working. 

So I ask again, how you are planning to 
have enough money for the rest of your life? For 
many Seminoles, the answer is, I wait for the per 
capita dividend from the tribe to show up, and then 
I spend it. If I need some more, I can make some 
more babies. What could be easier or better than 
that? 

The farm turkey and the per capita strate- 
gies share one serious limitation-they are both 
totally dependent on someone else. 

Rule number one to plan for the future is 
don’t depend on someone else, depend on yourself. 
Get a good education. Have marketable skills. Own 
your own business. Invest money in real estate or 
the stock market. Build an estate that is your own. 
Learn from the example of ancestors who raised 
cattle, hunted, fished, farmed, made crafts, and oth- 
erwise lived off the land. Sure, it’s great having the 
tribe do so much for you. But use that help from 
the tribe to make yourself no longer dependent on 
the tribe. 

Second, diversify your assets rather put all 
your eggs in one basket. Be able to operate your 
own business or find a good job outside the Tribe. 
Invest in yourself by developing the skills and 
knowledge to allow you to make money even if the 
Tribe no longer had a successful gaming business. 

Yeah, yeah, you say, I understand in the 
abstract that it can be risky to just depend on the 
tribe or the tribe’s gaming business. But really, is 
there much real risk that the per capita won’t be 
enough for tribal members to live on? 

Is the tribe’s gaming business something 
the tribe does on its own, under its own control, or 
is running a gaming business something that some- 
one else lets the tribe do? The answer is that tribal 
government is under the authority of the United 
States federal government. The basic fact of life 


about being under the federal government is that 
anything the federal government gives you, it can 
take away. When Native Americans are a tiny 
minority in the United States, they live by rules 
made by non-Indians, and the power to change 
these rules lies with non-Indians. 

In 1956, the largest deposit of bauxite 
(used to make aluminum) was discovered on land 
set aside for the Aborigines in Australia. You might 
think how wonderful this discovery would must 
have been for the Aborigines there, setting them up 
for life. 

What happened instead was that the feder- 
al government in Australia reduced the land set 
aside for the Aborigines down to a fraction of the 
original allotment. Guess what? The part of the 
land that they were left contained no bauxite. The 
federal government simply changed the rules for 
the natives. 

Even if the Seminole Tribe continues to 
be able to operate a gaming business, it doesn’t fol- 
low it will remain profitable enough to sustain per 
capitas. Consider this cautionary tale for another 
tribe. 

For many years this other tribe operated 
one of the most successful gaming businesses in 
the United States. And this was a full Class III 
casino, where playing against the house is allowed, 
with table games like roulette and blackjack. Every 
casino was bigger than the previous one, and a 
very successful hotel business was added. Each 
filled with customers and paid off the debts to 
build it in a few short years. So the tribe built a 
much larger one, combining a large hotel with a 
shopping mall area for businesses. 

And what happened? When I visited there 
recently, the much bigger parking lot is maybe 
one-forth full. I saw only scattered customers look- 
ing down huge rows of slot machines. Sections set 
up with 40 tables for gaming had only 4 tables 
operating. Employees were laid off. Business stalls 
sat vacant. The profits of the old casino were being 
used to pay the enormous expenses of the new one. 
That tribe was paying only the interest on its debts. 

I’m not saying that the Seminole gaming 
is or will have the problem of incurring the 
expense of enlarging the operation without corre- 
spondingly increasing the volume of gaming. The 
income and size of the market is much larger 
where the Seminoles have casinos than for this 
other tribe. Still, this other tribe was not the first 
nor will it be the last successful gaming operation 
to run into serious problems. 

Finally, the state of Florida has the power 
to authorize non-Indian gaming within Florida, 
which could reduce the profitability of Seminole 
gaming from competition by other casinos. The 
state has repeatedly refused to authorize an expan- 
sion of casino gaming in the past, but the long term 
future is more difficult to predict. 

We all hope that per capitas will not only 
continue but increase. But ask yourself, if the gam- 
ing business doesn’t work out as hoped, will I still 
be okay financially? 

It’s one thing to enjoy the expected profits 
of the tribe’s gaming business, but another thing to 
depend totally upon it. For the sake of yourself and 
your children, take steps now so that you will be 
okay no matter what happens to the tribe. 



Back to School Tips for Parents 


Submitted by Family Services 

Meet the teacher. Actually it’s a good idea to 
see the teacher on a regular basis so that you, your 
child, and the teacher all know you care about your 
child’s education. 

Make sure your child has all the supplies he 
or she needs to start. If your school doesn’t provide a 
list for parents, call them and request one. 

Set aside a regular time for homework and 
try not to deviate from this. Order and consistency 
help your child learn. 

Insist on breakfast so that your child will 
feel alert and ready to meet the day. 

Always ask your child about what is happen- 


ing at school and what they are learning. If you’re 
interested then they will be too. 

Your child needs plenty of sleep. Try to set a 
bedtime that insures they get the recommended 
amount for their age group. 

If your child is having problems with some- 
thing, discuss it openly and together come up with a 
plan to help. 

Use plenty of praise and encouragement. 

The best environment for learning should be 
fun and enjoyable, if your child isn’t enjoying school, 
look for the reason. 

If you need help, the tribe offers free coun- 
seling through the family services department. 


How to Make School Cool 



By Mary Olitzky, Family Services Counselor 

No matter how old you are, the thought of going back to school can 
cause anxiety and fear. Here are some tips to make the most of your time 
in school: 

Attend classes and be ready to learn. You may be surprised at 
how much this helps. Just look at it as your job for the day. 

Be prepared, be prepared, be prepared. When you have the 
right tools, notebooks, pens, etc. and homework completed, 
things go much smoother. 

Have fun. My son used to tell me that seeing 
friends was the best part of school. Enjoy old friends and 
make new ones. 

If schoolwork is stressing you out, tell 
someone; a school counselor, parent or 
friend. You may need some help in getting 
organized or a tutor for that subject that is 
difficult for you. 

Give it time. If you are changing 
schools, for example, from middle school 
to high school, give yourself time to adjust 
to the new teachers, schedules and rules 
there. 

Remember, school is a way to reach 
other goals in your life. Make the best of each 
day and before you know it summer will be 
here again. 



4101 Davie Rd, Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 

BHOWAgDMOTOBSPOBTS.COM 
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Felix DoBosz 


People lined up for the birthday food feast. 


* David 

Continued from page 1 

and index finger and began to massage it in such 
a way that the coin started to bend. He did this 
trick with the same kind of flair as world famous 
illusionist David Blaine. People gave him metal 
keys, which he would bend before their aston- 
ished eyes. 

And what’s a party without balloons? 
Making the rounds was a classic balloon clown. 
He made hats and toys for anyone who asked. 

The kids especially loved the little animals and 
hat things he made for them. 

In the back of the gym was a custom 
motorcycle exhibit consisting of half a dozen 
beautiful customized bikes from Russell Marlowe 
of South Carolina. He was invited to show his 
custom bikes by Vic Miranda of Innovative 
Enterprises, LLC. Russell Marlowe builds the 
bikes, which start anywhere from $30,000 on up, 
with his family at his shop, and are all hand- 
made, his website is hhttp://www.carolinacustom- 
cycles.com/. 

Marlowe said, “The great thing about 
my business is every morning I get up to go to 
work to a job I created where my whole family 
helps work together in total harmony.” He added 
that it takes about 90 to 100 days to build just one 
of these amazing road warriors. These revolution- 
ary designed bikes were very popular with the 
festive crowd as they milled about and took turns 
taking pictures and getting free poster autographs 
and colorful T-shirts. 

David was smiling happily sitting with 
his family at the front table listening to Jack 
Johnson sing with the Cowbone Band, offering a 


rendition of Hank Williams signature song, “Hey 
Good Looking”. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, and brother 
of David Cypress, spoke a few words, telling a 
little joke about his brother. Mitchell said, “He 
asked his mother about the day his brother was 
bom. She told him that on the way home from the 
hospital, she dropped baby David and he cracked 
the sidewalk. We’re lucky we never got a bill for 
that,” joked 
Mitchell. 

Everyone who 
heard this funny 
story busted out 
laughing and 
clapping. David 
was especially 
amused at his 
brother’s story. 

Before 
lunch was 
served, Paul 
Buster asked 
everyone in 
attendance to 
stand as he 
blessed this spe- 
cial day. Two 
huge roasted 
hogs were on 
the buffet 
tables, along 
with grilled sir- 
loin steaks, 
chicken, and 
breaded fried 
fish. 

Two 


long lines circled the gym floor as they waited 
hungrily for a chance to sample and enjoy this 
fine feast in honor of the ever-popular David 
Cypress. Then it was time for all to sing ’’Happy 
Birthday” to David and to cut the big cake. 

It was definitely a good time to share 
with David and all his good friends and relatives 
who will long remember this warm-hearted fun 
filled event. 



Felix DoBosz 


Card shark shows his magic to astonished fans including David Cypress. 



Felix DoBosz 



Felix DoBosz 


Everyone at the party enjoyed viewing the custom bikes on display. 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress addresses the birthday crowd. 


Seminole Police Department Crime Statistics 

June 2004 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

Number of 
Offenses 

Total Value 
Property 
Stolen 

Total 

Arrests 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Caucasian 

Black 

American 

Indian 

Asian 

Murder 












Sex Offense 












Robbery 

1 

50 

1 



1 


1 




Aggravated Battery 

5 











Battery 

25 


12 

2 


8 

2 

7 

2 

3 


Burglary 

9 

$7054 

1 



1 




1 


Larceny 

35 

$54382 

3 



3 


2 

1 



Motor Vehicle Theft 

2 

$40000 











Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests 

Drug Type 

Amount 

Value 

Marijuana (grams) 

64.39 

$195 

Cocaine (grams) 

10.71 

$422 

Crack Cocaine (grams) 

3.45 

$120 

Alprazolam / Xanax (pills) 

18 

$139 

Oxycodone (pills) 

11 

$33 

Oxycontin (pills) 



Crystal Methamphetamines 

32 

$291 

Other Narcotics (pills) 

32 

$291 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

hdan 

Asian 

DUI 

8 



8 


5 


3 


Stolen Property 










Weapons Violation 










Liquor Law Violation 










Miscellaneous 

36 


1 

31 

4 

23 

8 

4 

1 

Drugs (Possession / Sale) 

24 

1 

1 

22 


15 

5 

4 





Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1 Uy 3 


Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 
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Employees Honored at Council Meeting 


By Iretta Tiger 

BIG CYPRESS — On July 9, the Seminole 
Tribal Council held a session at the Herman L. 
Osceola Gymnasium on the Big Cypress reservation. 
The first resolutions to be passed were concerning 
home site leases. These resolutions were presented by 
Executive Administrator 
Ken Fields. 

At the conclusion 
of the resolutions, Fields 
informed the council of two 
recent events at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino in Hollywood. 

Two people suffered cardiac 
arrest, and in both situations, 
they were saved by the 
efforts of several tribal 
employees. 

To honor these 
employees for their valorous 
actions, the Billy Cypress 
Award was created. The 
award was named after the 
late Billy Cypress and it will 
go to those who “preserve 
human lives.” 

Armando Negrin, Director of the Seminole 
Emergency Services Department, explained to the 
council in detail the events of June 4 and 5. Negrin 
then presented the Billy Cypress Awards to the fol- 
lowing recipients: Lt. Charles Smith, Seminole 


Emergency Services, Fireman/EMT Todd Graham, 
Seminole Emergency Services, Paramedic/EMT 
Albert Quinones, Seminole Emergency Services, 

MRT Jeff Poruban, and MRT Martin Solano, both 
from the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel. The council 
then personally thanked and shook hands with them. 

“You’re doing a 
fine job. The tribe is very 
proud” said Chairman 
Cypress “We hope they will 
continue to work for the 
tribe.” 

The council then 
passed several more resolu- 
tions including a permit to 
the 441 Cafe to sell beer and 
wine to be consumed at the 
cafe only. It was made clear 
that liquor is not to be sold 
and that the beer and wine is 
to be consumed on the prop- 
erty. 

An interesting item 
on the agenda was the 
update in legal matters. 

From one tribal citizen to 
another, we are still feeling 
the affects of the misdeeds done by the recent former 
chairman. 

Congratulations to the exemplary recipients 
of the Billy Cypress Award and thank you for your 
dedication. 



IIP SMOKr SHop 


TATTOOS 



BODY PIERCING 


PUY OtU WAtTOO 

Svl ON* **««** 


TATTOO NAMES £30 

COtfrirTr SMQK* SHOP 


Same Location for 7 years, kith a staff you con trust! 
711 N. St Rd 7 (441) Hollywood (Just South of Johnson St.) 

4 ) SMrsaa* 
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Clayton Billie Memorial Pool Tournament 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — There was a good turn out 
of individual competitors for the 8th Annual Clayton 
Billie Memorial Pool Tournament on Saturday July 
17, at the Brighton Gymnasium. But, without team- 
work, there would have been no tournament. 

Among with the competitors council mem- 
bers Chairman Mitchell Cypress and his younger 
brother, Big Cypress Council Representative David 
Cypress attended. The brothers played against each 
other at eight ball, and the younger beat the older-by 
a narrow margin. Everyone was good-natured about 
the competition. 

From Chairman Cypress’ viewpoint, the 
most important aspect of the day was just being there. 

“Even though I am the chief of the tribe, I 
look at this as I am just one of the tribal members,” 
he said. “I am one of them; I am no higher than the 
janitor of the building. I like to participate and be 
with the people. I have got to be part of the team.” 

Whether it is billiards, bowling, or any 
sports tournaments, the key to their successes and 
popularity-as in many well-planned events sponsored 
by the Seminole Tribe-is teamwork. 

“I believe in teamwork,” said Chairman 
Cypress. “Without teamwork, we can not accomplish 
anything, so the Seminole Tribe is always a team and 
we accomplish a lot of things being a team.” 


The team that put this event together was the 
recreation department staff and a lot of volunteers; 
and one who deserves a special thank you for all his 
efforts, organizer Jack Billie. Of course, you can’t 
forget the participants. 

Following are the tournament results: 

Scotch Doubles: 1. Emma Urbina/Jack 
Billie, 2. Joe Billie/ Annie Jumper, 3. Boogie 
Nunez/Theresa Nunez, 4. Roy Snow/Stella Tommie, 

5. Linda Tommie/Jerry Smith. 

9-Ball Women’s: 1. Teresa Nunez, 2. 

Debbie Carter, 3. Annie Jumper, 4. Esther Jumper, 5. 
Emma Urbina. 

9-Ball Men’s: 1. Jerry Smith, 2. Derrick 
Smith, 3. Jack Billie, 4. David Cypress, 5. Boogie 
Nunez. 

Women’s 55 and Over-8 Balls: 1. Juanita 
Osceola, 2. Annie Jumper, 3. Louise Billie, 4.Rosie 
Billie, 5. Louise Osceola. 

Men’s 55 and over-8 Balls: 1. Joe Billy, 2. 
David Cypress, 3. Mitchell Cypress, 4. Russell 
Osceola, 5. Ammie Nelson. 

Women’s 8-ball 18-54 yrs: 1. Theresa 
Nunez, 2. Emma Urbina, 3. Stella Tommie, 4. 

Claudia Alverez, 5. Wendi Juerez. 

Men’s 8-ball 18-54 yrs: 1. Charlie Osceola, 
2. Emerson Billie, 3. Merle Billie, 4. Jerry Smith, 5. 
Derrick Smith. 
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Golf Tournament Honors Native 
American Film Legend 




By Kenny Bay on 

LAS VEGAS, NV 
— Seminole golfers from 
throughout the state of 
Florida showed their respect 
to honor one of the greatest 
Native American actors by 
attending the Will Sampson 
Memorial Golf Tournament. 

It was held to benefit the 
American Indian Film 
Institute (AIFI) tribute to 
Will Sampson documentary 
film fund. The event was 
held at the Las Vegas, Nev. 

Paiute Golf Resort on July 
17, 2004. 

Teams from Big 
Cypress, Tampa and 
Hollywood came away with 
many of the awards such as 
first place by a team consist- 
ing of Jeremy Harrison, 

Cicero Osceola, Charlie 
Cypress and Khane Osceola. 

The team shot 1 9 under par 
to not only win the tourna- 
ment, but also set a course 
record. 

The conditions were 
perfect as the wind was lim- 
ited and the course was just 
beautiful. It was surrounded 
by mountains and stretches 
of fairways as far as the eye 
could see; glass greens were 
as fast as they were well 
kept, and crystal clear lakes 
appeared in the middle of the 
dessert. 

The third place 
team was another Big 
Cypress team which consist- 
ed of Joe Frank, Keno King, 

Charlie Frye and Josh 

Harrison by shooting an 1 1 

under par. There were side contests as well such as 
the chipping contest which Richard Henry won by 
placing the ball just inches of the pin. 

Charlie Cypress won the longest drive con- 
test, by hitting his drive to an estimated 330 yards. He 
received a new driver. 

The AIFI tribute documentary is about the 
late actor Will Sampson who was a pioneer for Native 
Americans in cinema. His most well-known work is 


Larry Frank slices the golf ball. 


Kenny Bayon 


First place winners (L-R): 
and Cicero Osceola. 


his portrayal of Chief Bromden opposite Jack 
Nicholson in the film “One Flew Over the Cuckoos 
Nest.” He was truly the first warrior in contemporary 
role to bring reality, humanity and dignity to the 
embattled image of Indians in cinema. 

Will Sampson’s son, Tim, began the tourna- 
ment by thanking all of the participants and taking the 
opening tee shot. He spoke about the future plans of 
the AIFI such as the documentary in which he serves 

as creative consultant. 

Tim resurrected his 
father’s role as Chief 
Bromden opposite Gary 
Sinise in Chicago’s 
Steppenwolf Theatre’s 
stage production of One 
Flew Over the Cuckoos 
Nest, which won the 2001 
Tony Award® for best 
reveal of a play. 

The AIFI is plan- 
ning another fund raiser 
on August 7. A 
dinner/auction is going to 
be held in Los Angeles, 
Calif, at the Autry 
Museum of Western 
Heritage. Those interested 
in attending or just con- 
tributing may call (415) 
554-0525, or visit their 
website at 
www.aifisf.com. 


Kenny Bayon 

Jeremy Harrison, Tim Sampson, Khane Osceola, 
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Native American 
Golf Classic 
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Keith Osceola “Gym Rat ” Youth Basketball Tournament 



ing defense. The dynamic front court of Krystle 
Young, Courtney Osceola and Ariah Osceola forced 
Brighton into 20 turnovers in the first half alone. 
Ariah Osceola hit three consecutive baskets to give 
Hollywood the early 6-0 lead. 

Jewel Buck broke the drought with a put 
back to make it 6-2. Hollywood’s 1-2-2 defense was 
too much for Brighton's offense to handle. Steal after 
steal, and assist after assist, Ariah Osceola hit three 
baskets (two jumpers and a lay-up) as Hollywood 
takes a 14-2 lead to end the first quarter. 

Hollywood stepped it up in the second quar- 
ter offensively, paced by Ariah Osceola’s eight 
points. Strong rebounding by Stefani Gutierrez and 
Courtney Osceola led to fundamental passing and 
easy baskets late in the game to Chanel Thompson, 

who finished with eight 
points. Jewel Buck led 
Brighton with the only 
two points scored. 

“That’s why we 
teach fundamentals 
everyday, not just on 
offense, and not just 
defense,” said Coach 
Lila Osceola. “Our girls 
listened and displayed 
great competitiveness 
and sportsmanship. We 
win and lose with 
integrity.” 

Hollywood 

ended the game during 
the second quarter with 
a 30 point mercy rule, 
with the final score of 
32-2 to clinch the cham- 
pionship. 

Awards: Best 
Rebounder: Stephanie 
Gutierrez, Best 
Sportsmanship: Chanel 
Thompson; Ms. Hustle: 
Krystle Young; All 
Tournament: Courtney 
Osceola, Krystle Young, 
Kenny Bayon Jewel Buck, Katie 

Cooper, MVP: Ariah 
Osceola 


By Kenny Bayon 

HOLLYWOOD — On August 6-7, the 
Second Annual Keith Osceola “Gym Rat” Youth 
Basketball Tournament was held at Hollywood 
Gymnasium. 

The 10 and under championship was 
between Brighton and Hollywood, a great head to 
head battle between the two reservations. With both 
teams splitting the first two games, the best of three 
series went down to one game. Phillip Jones started 
the game with a put back basket followed by lay-ups 
by Marshall Tommie and Shelia Jones, helping 
Brighton take a 6-4 halftime lead. Hunter Osceola 
and Chassidy Harjochee each had two points in the 
first half. 

Brantley Osceola started the scoring in the 


The 10 and under Brighton championship team. 


second half by making a driving lay-up. Hunter 
Osceola kept the game close with his own lay up. 
Ethan Cypress scored the only two points for 
Hollywood in the fourth quarter. The game was 
decided in the closing seconds with the help of Janet 
Smith’s two consecutive baskets and strong rebound- 
ing to give Brighton the Championship. 

Awards for the tournament are listed below: 

Best Rebounder: Girls: Janet Smith, Boys: 
JT Osceola; Best Sportsmanship: Boys: Arek Jumper, 
Girls: Kirsten Doney; Mr. Hustle: Hunter Osceola, 
Ms. Hustle: Sheila Jones; All Tournament team Girls: 


Hollywood hit 
the hardwood with arch 
nemesis Brighton to square off for 14 and under boy's 
championship. Hollywood started the game out 
strong as they built a 6-3 lead to end the first quarter. 
Hollywood used an 18-0 run in the second quarter, 
which was paced by demanding defense led by 
Nelson Osceola and Taylor Osceola, to give 
Hollywood an early edge. 

Hollywood led all the way, as they jumped 
out to a 24-3 lead to end the first half. The only three 
points were scored by Brighton’s, Ryan Osceola and 
Brandon Billie. Hollywood’s offensive charge was 
led by Nino Mullings's 12 points, while Blake Sudler 



Kenny Bayon 

The 17 and under girls Hollywood basketball team beat out the Pink Ladies for the championship. 


Rosa Urbina, Kaylan Osceola, Leah Cox, Sheila 
Jones, Delaney Osceola; All Tournament team Boys: 
Brantley Osceola, Huston Osceola, Ethan Cypress, 
Marshall Tommie, Kowako Billie; MVPs: Boys: 
Phillip Jones, Girls: Chassidy Harjochee 

The 14 and under girls championship was 
dominated from start to finish by Hollywood's attack- 


added 10. 

Hollywood didn’t miss a beat starting the 
second half the way the first half ended. The bank 
was open for Nelson Osceola; as he hit back to back 
three’s, to build a 34-7 lead to end the third quarter. 
The game was called a few minutes into the forth as 
Hollywood took a 38-7 lead and mercy rule victory. 



mw:$ 


The 14 and under girls championship team from Hollywood. 


“As a team, we stress defense," said Coach 
Tony Heard. “Defense creates offense. We played 
hard, together and unselfish the whole time we were 
on the court.” 

The final score was Hollywood 38, Brighton 
7. Brandon Billie led Brighton’s scoring with four 
points. 


Awards: Best Rebounder: Kelly McMillan; 
Best Sportsmanship: Keisha Battiest; Ms. Hustle: 
Demetria Tigertail; All Tournament: Kei-ya-le 
Osceola-Hollywood, Saundra Osceola-Trail Mix, 
Kellie McMillan-Hollywood, JoJo Osceola-Pink 
Ladies, Daralene Billie-Trail Mix; MVP: Ashley 
Flint. 



Awards: Best Rebounder: Nino Mullings; 
Best Sportsmanship: Blake Saddler; Ms. Hustle: 
Nelson Osceola; All Tournament: Nino Mullings, 
Blake Saddler, Taylor Osceola, Micco Billie and 
Ryan Osceola. MVP: Nino Mullings 

The 1 7 and under girls basketball game was 
between Hollywood and Pink Ladies. Lead changes 
throughout this game led to an edge of your seater, 
nail biting experience for 
everyone in the gym. Girls 
were diving on the floor for 
loose balls, playing hard, 
and doing everything a 
coach could ask for, and 
gave the crowd something 
to cheer for. 

The Pink Ladies 
were wore down by the run 
and gun style of Kei-ya-le 
Osceola and Ashley Flint; 
both had four points each in 
the first quarter and eight 
points each in the half to 
take a 24-19 halftime lead. 

The Pink Ladies were led 
by Briana Harjochee and 
Demetria Tigertail each 
scoring six points in the 
half. 

MVP Ashley Flint, 

Choctaw, dropped a few 
key assists to Kei-ya-le 
Osceola, who scored eight 
points in the third period by 
making numerous jump 
shots and lay-ups. Demetria 

Tigertail and JoJo Osceola’s Hunter Osceola from 
full court defensive pres- towards the basket. 
ence gave Hollywood a sur- 
viving chance. April Billie 

helped keep the game close with two three pointers 
in the third. 

In the closing minutes of the third period 
Keisha Battiest, who stands four- foot-eleven-inches, 
took back to back offensive charges against Kellie 
McMillan, five-foot-eight. As the Pink Ladies start 
their urgent come back. In the fourth, Ashley Flint 
and Kei-ya-le Osceola forced the tired out Pink 
Ladies to two essential turnovers, to hand Hollywood 
the Championship with a 40-36 victory. Kei-ya-le 
Osceola led all scores with 1 8 points, and Ashley 
Flint had 14 points. Pink Ladies were led by 
Demetria Tigertail, who scored 12 points, while April 
Billie added 10. 


The 1 7 and under boys basketball game was 
between Hollywood and Brighton. 

Lucas Osceola began the game with a put back buck- 
et which was followed by a slashing lay-up by 
Johnnie Jones. James Koger then took over as he 
dominates the paint and scores six in the quarter and 
1 0 in the half to help Brighton take a 24-20 halftime 
lead. Kelsey Spencer also had a good half by adding 

seven points. The 
Hollywood team, led 
by Jerome Huggins 
and Lucas Osceola, 
had 6 each in the first 
half to keep the game 
close. 

A tight third 
quarter was paced by 
Brian Alredge who 
finished with six 
points including a 
three pointer to take a 
32-25 lead. The 
fourth was even clos- 
er as the Hollywood 
team made it a game 
by cutting the deficit 
to four with under 
three minutes left 
with buckets by 
Joseph Osceola and 
Jerome Huggins, but 
the Brighton team 
was too strong down 
the stretch as buckets 
by Jordan Jones put 
Kenny Bayon the game away with a 
the Hollywood team runs 46-33 victory and the 

championship. 

Awards: Best 
Rebounder: Lucas 

Osceola; Best Sportsmanship: Jerome Huggins; Mr. 
Hustle: Jordan Jones; All Tournament: James Koger- 
Brighton, Kelsey Spencer-Brighton, Joseph Osceola, 
H-Town Bailers, Robert Osceola- H-Town Bailers, 
Byron Billie-The Love Below; MVP: Brain Arledge 
Contests: 10 and under free throw contest: 
Boys: Hunter Osceola; Girls: Kaylen Osceola 
14 and Under Free throw contest: Boys: Blake 
Sudler; Girls: Stefani Gutierrez; 17 and Under Free 
throw contest: Boys: Jasper Thomas; Girls: Saundra 
Osceola; Three point contest 10 and under: Boys: JT 
Osceola; Girls: Janet Smith; 14 and under; Boys: 
Brandon Billie; Girls: Ariah Osceola; 17 and Under: 
Boys: T.J. Farrior; Girls: Jeanie Osceola. 


Lady Seminoles Finish 
Third in All-Tribal 
Baseball Tournament 


By Chris Goodwin 

OAKLAHOMA 
CITY, OK — Brighton Lady 
Seminoles traveled to 
Okalahoma City, Okla. for an 
all-tribal tournament held 
Thursday-Sunday, August 5-8. 
The Seminole beat Hostile 
Hostie in the first round 10-6. 
Nicki Osceola led the offence 
going 3-3 with two hits and two 
scored runs. Ginger Jones went 
3-4 with a double and two 
scored runs. Amanda Smith, 
Laverne Thomas, Farrah Jones 
and Jackie Smith each has two 
hits each, and Smith and 
Thomas each scored two runs, 
respectively. The Lady 
Seminoles turned two double 
plays, and played very well 
defensively. 

In the second round, 
the Lady Seminoles came out a 
little flat against the Renegades. 
The Renegades jumped on the 
Seminoles with four runs in the 
first, adding another in the sec- 
ond. Down 5-0, an error with 


two outs cost Brighton another 
five runs. Smith Thomas and 
Jones were the only players to 
get hits. No matter where the 
Brighton team hit the ball, the 
Renegades fielders were there to 
make the play. 

The Lady Seminoles 
got back on track with a mercy- 
ruling victory 1 6-2 against the 
Tomkawa tribe. Thomas led the 
offence going 3-3 with a double, 
triple and home run. She also 
had six RBIs and scored three 
runs. Her sister Jones went 3-3 
with a double, two scored runs 
and an RBI. Ginger Jones, 

Stacie Jones and Smith all 
chipped in with two hits, respec- 
tively. 

Poor weather condi- 
tions brought the tournament to 
a halt with only four teams left 
to play Sunday. The final four 
teams were forced to have a 
coin toss to see which would be 
declared victors. The Lady 
Seminoles finished the tourna- 
ment in third place. 


Brighton Super Seminoles Earn Second NAYO Championship 


By Chris Goodwin 

POARCH, AL — On July 30, 9-12- 
year-old Brighton Super Seminoles traveled to 
Poarch, Ala. to compete in the annual 2004 
Native American Youth Organizartion (NAYO) 
fast-pitch softball tournament. In. 2003, the 
slogan was “In it to win it” and that is exactly 
what the Super Seminoles did, breezing 
through the tournament without a loss. 

The 2004 team slogan was “In it to 
win it, Phase II.” Not only did the Super 
Seminoles win the champioship title, but they 
also went undefeated, blanking two of their 
three opponents. 

In the first game, Brighton faced the 
Lady Tigers from Mississippi. The Super 
Seminoles got on the board first when Lois 
Billie hit a two-out single to center field. 

Erenie Billie, Sheila Jones, and Jenna 
McDuffie all drew walks forcing home Lois. 
Brighton scored again in the third when Stevie 
Brantley drew a walk and was moved over to 
third by Ravenne Osceola's fielder choice. 
Stevie Brantley tagged up on deep shot to cen- 
ter field by Melanie Jones. 

In the bottom of the third, the Tigers 
stormed back to take a 3-2 led. The lead was 
short lived with a beautiful drag bunt by Erenia 
Billie in the 4th inning. Later, Erenia and 
Jaryaca Baker scored to seal the victory, 4-3. 
Both Kristen and Lois Billie combined togeth- 
er to strike out an amazing 14 batter while only 
walking four. 

In the second game, the Super 


Seminoles blanked the Lady Warriors 6-0. 
The first inning started off great for Brighton 
as Kristen Billie drew a walk, followed by 
Jewel Buck's single with two outs. With run- 
ners on 1st and 3rd, Melanie Jones lashed a 
rocket line drive over the outfielder's head 
for a 3 -run home run. In the second, the 
Seminoles added to their led when Sheila 
Jones and Destiny Nunez scored. Starting off 
the sixth, leadoff hitter Janet Smith walked 
and stole second and third. Jaryaca Baker hit 
into a fielder's choice, scoring Janet. Kristen 
Billie pitched a no-hitter, striking out an 
astonishing 14 batters. She only walked two 
over six innings as well. 

The Super Seminoles found them- 
selves playing the Wildcats again in the 
finals of the double elimination tournament. 
Once again, the outcome was the same, with 
the girls winning by even a greater margin, 
8-0. Jewel Buck, Lois Billie, and Erenia 
Billie all drew walks, loading the bases for 
Jenna McDuffie. 

McDuffie ripped the ball up the 
middle for a 2-run single scoring Buck and 
Billie. McDuffe later scored sliding home on 
a passed ball making the score, 3-0. 

In the third, the Seminoles tacked on 
four more runs. Ravenne Osceola and Jewel 
Buck walked followed by Melanie Jones’ 

RBI single. Lois Billie then singled in Jewel 
Buck. Jenna. McDuffie smoked a double into 
left center field scoring Jones and Billie. The 
final run was scored in the forth by Kristen 


Billie. 

Once again, the dynamic duo of 
Kristen and Lois Billie stopped the Wildcats 
cold with their second shutout of the tourna- 
ment. Catcher Melanie Jones’ arm was tested 
only twice by the Choctaws when they tried 
to steal second and she fired a missile stop- 
ping them dead in their tracks. 

Coach Chris Goodwin was very 
pleased with his teams’ performance. 

“Our pitching was by far, more con- 
sist and dominating than any of the other 
teams in the tournament,” said Goodwin. “We 
struck out 33 batters while only walking 
nine.” 

He added, “Our defense was out- 
standing, committing only two errors, and 
offensively, our batters only struck out an 
average of four per game and were very 
aggressive at the plate. I could not have hoped 
for a better performance out of our talented 
team.” 

Coach Goodwin would like to thank 
the parents and kids for all of their hard work, 
sacrifices, and support. A special thanks goes 
out to Preston Baker, Dusty Nunez, and Jason 
Beer, especially to Recreation Director 
Richard Osceola for always going all out for 
the youth of Brighton. 

This was a job well done Brighton 
Super Seminoles. Two championships in a 
row; phase II completed, now it’s on to phase 
III. 
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hard knocks 

HardrocK 


Felix DoBosz 

Mike “The Greek” Arnautis fires a right jab at Juan Urango. 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
held a sold out boxing show that was 
broadcast live on the Showtime cable 
network ShowBox Program. About 2,000 
fight fans came out to witness a five-bout 
pro boxing card full of surprises on 
Thursday night, August 5th. 

Before the boxing competition 
started, the tuxedoed ring announcer 
wished a big happy birthday to Big 
Cypress Council Representative David 
Cypress. A big round of applause went 
out throughout the large ballroom. The 
announcer then asked the Chairman of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Mitchell 
Cypress, to please stand up. 

As he stood up, he waved to the 
friendly fight fans who also gave him a 
very warm and friendly ovation. Other 
important people and athletes were called 
upon to stand up for the fight fans to 
honor; some were even current boxing 
title holders. 

The first fight was with Ricky 
Quiles now fighting out of Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., 35-6-3 (8 KO) versus 
Jose Quintana Ponce from Puerto Rico, 
11-4-2 (6 KO). 

This was Quiles's first official 
fight since the tragic fight back in 
February when he won a North American 
Boxing Association title victory over 
Luis Villalta, a national champion from 
Peru. After winning a unanimous 12- 
round decision over his opponent in 
Coconut Creek, Villalta collapsed and fell 
into a coma in his dressing room. The 
very next day he underwent brain surgery 
to relieve swelling, but after two days of 
being placed on a respirator, he died from 
acute head trauma. 

Jessie Robinson, director of 
boxing at Warrior’s Boxing, Inc., felt it 
was time for Ricky Quiles to step into the 
ring again with a decent opponent. 
Sometimes tragic things happen in box- 
ing, but the game continues on because 
of the public’s insatiable appetite for this 
often-brutal sporting competition. 

Quiles came out of his corner 
ready for action wearing green camou- 
flage shorts with a large Seminole Tribe 
of Florida patch on the right front side of 
his shorts. It looked like a pretty evenly 
matched fight until the third round when 
Quiles started moving in more for the 
combination shots that would lay destruc- 
tion on his skillful opponent. The last 
three rounds of the fight saw Ricky fight- 
ing like old times, hammering away with 


combinations to the body and head of 
Quintana Ponce. He fought with every- 
thing he had in his arsenal as the crowd 
cheered him on wildly. 

They fought the last 30 seconds 
of the last round; trading blows fero- 
ciously as the crowd screamed and stood 
up to see the vicious blows being inflict- 
ed by each boxer. It was a difficult fight 
for Quiles, who had to overcome his 
personal grief and prove not only to 
himself, but to everyone else that he was 
back. His determination paid off as he 
won the fight with a 10-round unani- 
mous decision. 

The main event was billed as 
power punching Colombian Juan 
Urango (13-0-1, 11 KO’s) vs. Mike “The 
Greek” Arnaoutis, originally from 
Athens, Greece (10-0-1, 4 KO’s). 
Arnaoutis fought well and was rewarded 
by a majority draw for the junior- welter- 
weight North American Boxing 
Organization title fight. Both fighters 
have asked for a rematch after this 
crowd-pleasing slugfest ended. 

In a heavyweight under card 
fight, Warrior’s Lance Whitaker of Van 
Nuys, Calif., (26-2-1, 24 KOs) had a 
technical knockout of Otis Tisdale of 
Charlotte, N.C. (22-16-1, 14 KO’s) with 
two-minutes-twenty-seconds left in the 
first round of the scheduled 10-rounder. 
Whitaker destroyed his opponent with 
hard shots to the head and body, knock- 
ing him to the canvas three times before 
the referee finally stepped in waving his 
arms above his head to stop the demoli- 
tion. 

Another undercard fight had 
Super middleweight Michael Marrone of 
Miami (2-1-0, 1 KO) fighting Mike 
Johnson also from Miami, who looked 
over-matched for this competition. This 
was Johnson’s first professional boxing 
match and he looked like he was out of 
shape and in no condition to be boxing. 
He was knocked out after only 41 sec- 
onds of the first round to the many boos 
from the fighting fans. 

The last heavyweight fight fea- 
tured Nigerian Boxer Samuel Peter 
Akwaibim (19-0, 17 KO’s), 

Versus Jovo Pudar of Queens, NY (22-2, 
12 KO’s). Pudar' s face took a beating, 
with blood covering both his and 
Akwaibim' s boxing trunks. Although the 
fight lasted the whole 10 rounds, 
Akwaibim scored a clear unanimous vic- 
tory and showed the crowd why he is 
still undefeated. 
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Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) Junior welterweights Mike “The Greek” Arnaoutis and 
Juan Urango fought a fierce fight to a draw. 



Felix DoBosz 

Heavyweight fighter Lance Whitaker shows his winning 
form. 



Felix DoBosz 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress (2nd from left) enjoys a night of 
great boxing. 




Felix DoBosz 


(L-R) Nigerian Boxer Samuel Peter Akwaibim and Jovo 
Pudar look for defensive openings. 



Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) Lance Whitaker and Otis Tisdale prepare for the big 
fight. 



Wyland Ocean Challenge 

IS STATE COASTAL CLEANUP AND CELEBRATION 


COMES TO HOLLYWOOD BEACH, AUGUST 28 
FROM 7 AM TO SUNSET 


BRING THE FAMILY! 


Garfield Street at the Broadwalk 
« Live Musk 

• Special Guests 

• Art Exhibiton 

• Free Giveaways 

• Children's Activities 
with World-Famous 
Artist Wyland 


Free, non-profit event 
supporting our coasts! 
For more information, visit 
www. wylundoreonihoffenge. org 
166 - 212-4747 


To The Voters of Glades County 

Hello 

Yh name is Brut* Taylor am) I nm running for Glades County QimroiKsioner, District L 
Democrat I Y- ill Listen find I know working together we can move our evenly in the 
right direction, whick.has been lone overdue . 

7 ■ . lili 3 "gy Glades t" uunh have the Ftmcr m make a Difference. 

My wife Dianne and our daughter Loretta have made Glades County onr home for the 
past 3 1 years, I am employed by Glades Electric Co-op and have worked there Tor 
years. During that dine 1 have met and talked to many of you. 

In my 35 years of working I have gained experience and knowledge in the following: 
Engineering, Designing. Business, Planning, Management and Supervision. Public 
Relations. Fare basing, Warehouse Inventory. Human Ht sources and Payroll, Surveying 
jjem! Mapping, Draimge/Culverte, Paving and Heavy Equipment. 

G hides County Ls beautiful, and with our natural resources we can move ahead, Some of 
out natural resources i Delude: Lake Okeechobee, Lake Htepochte, The CakHwahalcher 
River, Fishea dug Creek, our vast Agriculture Industry, the abundance of wildlife and so 

much more our county has tu offer. 

A Voce for Bruce Taylor is a Volt to move Glades County forward. 

Thank You for Your Support 

Bruce Taylor 

Please Vote 

Primary Election - Tuesday - August 31 , 2004 

?dltd_ J dY Ijtfi hi fie 1 > ;iv U ft Ki i;,l * L^aopii-a-AipuiiAi fr .BiuziTsrki 
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South Florida Ecosystem Restoration 
Working Group Holds Meeting 


By Rhonda Roff 

STUART, FL — On July 22-23, the South 
Florida Ecosystem Restoration Working Group, 
which includes representation from the Seminole 
Tribe, the Miccosukee Tribe and the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) Seminole Agency, had their bimonthly 
meeting at the Martin County Administrative Center. 

Martin County is the site of one of the cur- 
rent restoration projects: the Indian River Lagoon 
restoration which, if completed as planned, will 
restore fresh water to lower reaches of the estuary, 
now unnaturally inundated by salt water. This was 
one of many projects which made the county 
Environmental Planning Administrator, Ross Wilcox, 
proud to host the meeting. 

The Working Group is the Florida contin- 
gent of the federal Task Force charged with manag- 
ing the restoration of the Everglades under congres- 
sional auspices. It is mandated by the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1996 to provide local 
project and budget information to the Congressional 
Task Force for the restoration. Jim Shore and Craig 
Tepper are the Task force and Working Group repre- 
sentatives, respectively, from the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. Similarly, Dexter Lehtinen and Gene Duncan 
serve for the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida. 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs is represented on the 
Working Group by Superintendent Anna Townsend 
of the Seminole Agency. Members may designate 
alternates to attend meetings, as Ms. Townsend does 
by appointing Joe Frank, BIA forestry, due to his 
familiarity with tribal natural resource issues and 
management. 

The meeting was called to order by its chair- 
man, Jay Slack, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The 
first item for approval and recommendation to the 
Task Force was membership on the Biscayne Bay 
Regional Restoration Coordination Team. On a relat- 
ed topic, Colonel Greg May, director of the Task 
Force office in Miami gave a brief update which 
included the announcement that the next Everglades 
Task Force meeting will be held in conjunction with 
the Coral Reef Task Force on Sept. 14 and 15 in 
Miami Beach. That the offshore coastal systems are 
an appropriate, if not critical, part of the Greater 
Everglades Ecosystem Restoration has never been 
questioned scientifically. Now concept seems to be 
moving into the policy arena. 

Linda Friar, Environmental Planner for the 
Task Force office announced that final public com- 
ments on the Strategic Plan are due on August 5, 
2004. For more information about public participa- 
tion in this process, visit 

http://www.sfrestore.org/tf/nexttfmtg.htm. A lively 
discussion ensued from this regarding the signifi- 
cance of the dollar figures presented in the report and 
the “on the ground” implementation of the projects. 
There was broad agreement that local governments, 
especially county commissions and planning and 
zoning boards be authorized to incorporate recom- 
mendations and objectives as policy mandates. As an 
example, we are all familiar with the problems of 
permitting agencies tripping over unspecified or 
uncertain plan footprints. One major initiative by the 
agencies to combat these conflicts is land acquisition 
to avoid questions of jurisdiction on a given piece of 
property. 

Stu Applebaum, US Army Corps of 
Engineers, discussed the Multi-Implementation 
Sequencing Plan (MISP) that will now divide the 
everglades region into two project regions: central 
(incorporating Lake Okeechobee, the Upper East 
Coast and Aquifer Storage and Recovery) and south 
(including the Lower West Coast, the Greater 
Everglades, and the Lower East Coast). Interim goals 
and targets will be presented in five year “bands” for 
prioritization purposes. Non-CERP projects such as 
the Modified Waters Delivery Plan and the C-lll 
Basin will be included to provide a more holistic 
view of the restoration. 

Mr. Applebaum also gave an update on the 
Independent Peer Review. Last June, the Corps 
entered into a cooperative agreement with the 
National Academy of Sciences (NAS) to establish an 
independent peer review panel, in accordance with 
the requirements of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2000. NAS is now working to 
put together the members of the panel. The panel’s 
mission will be to provide a biennial report to 


Congress that reviews the Comprehensive Everglades 
Restoration Plan’s progress towards achieving the 
natural system restoration purposes of the Plan. They 
anticipate the panel's first report to Congress (which 
will be available to the public) in June 2006. 

Roger Wilburn, Florida Department of 
Community Affairs, reported on the state’s growth 
management, a critical concept in environmental 
management. He spoke of the problem with “down- 
zoning” where parties can come after the agencies for 
devaluation of property. Echoing a similar theme, 
Subtata Basu, Miami-Dade County Planning, stressed 
the need for implementing mechanisms for local 
denials of projects based on CERP initiatives. 

Bob Doren, of the Noxious and Exotic Weed 
Team (NEWT) gave a presentation on their new web- 
site, www.ecostems.org, which links exotic manage- 
ment projects to their CERP and non-CERP sponsors, 
is easily searchable, and interactive with user authori- 
zation so that sponsors may update their own infor- 
mation in the database. 

The Outreach and Education update was 
given by Kim Cavendish, CEO of the Ft. Lauderdale 
Museum of Discovery and Science. Their current 
Everglades exhibit, generally much more user friend- 
ly than the ecosystem itself, aims at gently introduc- 
ing wonders of the Everglades to the uninitiated. 

They plan to double the exhibit size with the addition 
of the EcoDiscovery Center. 

Public comment that day was given by 
Charles Lee, Audubon of Florida, echoing the local 
initiative sentiments of earlier in the day and advo- 
cating a boost in land acquisition before the prices 
become prohibitive and there is no land left. 

Dan and Stephanie Clark commented on 
deleterious impacts to the Broward Reef systems. 
They showed images of reefs smothered in cyanobac- 
teria and advocated effective turbidity limits in 
dredge and fill permits slated to begin near the reef to 
prevent further stress on the already compromised 
system. They also recommended advanced treatment 
for sewage discharges to prevent further eutrophica- 
tion of the waters over the reef. 

The second day of the meeting included a 
workshop on Multi- Species Management as request- 
ed by the Task Force. The Working Group was 
charged with identifying and prioritizing key strate- 
gic issues and opportunities within Multi- Species and 
Single species management so they may be linked to 
Everglades Restoration. The primary need expressed 
by the group was a strong scientific underpinning to 
the effort, followed by interagency cooperation in 
accomplishing planning and tasks. 

Brenda Mills, Environmental Planner for the 
South Florida Water Management District, gave a 
presentation on the System Wide Performance 
Measures. The draft report presents the currently pro- 
posed or accepted set of measures developed by 
RECOVER, the Restoration, Coordination and 
Verification team. It explains the differences between 
the evaluation and assessment measures; how they 
are developed, applied, and new measures accepted; 
the legal framework supporting them; a description 
of each performance measure; a quantitative target or 
restoration expectation; and how each measure will 
be evaluated with simulation models or monitored in 
the field. 

This document will serve as a reference for those 
implementing the CERP and overseeing its progress 
and will be updated periodically by RECOVER as 
new scientific and technical information warrants. 
Although the comment period is over, the documents 
may be viewed at 

ftp ://ftp . sfwmd. gov/pub/pln/wsp/recover/. 

In a commendable statement, Frank 
Bernardino, Legislative Affairs Representative for the 
South Florida Water Management District, recom- 
mended that the hard work and research of Dan and 
Stephanie Clark be considered for formal discussion 
by the Working Group and Task Force. That the next 
Task Force meeting will be in conjunction with the 
Coral Reef Task force makes this public concern 
timely. 

There may not be time to add to the agenda, 
but some reference to the degraded condition of the 
Broward reefs and any institutional efforts that may 
be implemented to ameliorate further problems are 
clearly warranted. 


New Water and Waste Treatment 
Plant in Immokalee 

By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The ribbon cutting 
ceremony for Immokalee ’s new Water and 
Waste Water Treatment Plant and Transfer 
Station took place on Thursday, July 29, 2004. 

Approximately 70 guests were in attendance to 
witness this milestone in the Seminole Tribe's 
growth plans for the future. 

Susie Kippenberger, Director of 
Utilities for the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
served as emcee and gave the group a little 
background on the new facility. 

She said, “Design Engineers, Jordan, 

Jones and Goulding, Inc. started work on the 
original plans in 1992. Actual building of the 
project began in January, 2003, by The Winter 
Construction Co.” 

Kippenberger introduced Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress who thanked everyone for the 
part they played in completing the water treat- 
ment plant, which will serve the Immokalee 
Reservation. The $8.5 million facility was 
entirely funded by the Seminole Tribe and is 
currently servicing approximately 75 residences 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Susie Kippenberger Utilities Director and her 
daughters, Kathlyn and Cheyenne, watch as Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar and 
Board Representative David DeHass cut the ribbon at 
the dedication of the Immokalee Water and Waste 
Treatment Plant. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) David DeHass, Elaine Aguilar, Jordan Jones, 
a Goulding Representative and Mitchell Cypress 
during presentation of plaques. 


in addition to the Seminole Casino. 

“Teamwork built this plant,” said Cypress. 

Chairman Cypress made note that the origi- 
nal Immokalee encampment where tribal elder, 
Louise Motlow, lived had only one pitcher pump. 

Pointing to her, he said, “From a hand pump 
to this; the Seminole Tribe has come a long way.” 

Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
addressed the group in Miccosukee. She told of the 
past problems they had experienced when getting the 
county services hooked up to the community and 
lack of maintenance. 

“This is behind us now,” she said. “A lot of 
people were opposed to it, but this is good for our 
kids. They'll have their own water and not be 
dependent on the County. God's been on our side and 
given us what we need.” 

“We are versatile and the sky's the limit,” 
said Hollywood Board Representative David 
DeHass, expressing his pleasure in being able to par- 
ticipate in this achievement of the Seminole Tribe. 


PREFERRED - { 

ULTIfRRTE i 

TRRIEL & 

FREER TRIRRIERT 

We've Got Your Ticket! 


Life is too short 

TO SIT IN THE BACK . . . 

Upcoming Local Events: 


American Idols Live 

We offer up-front 

Korn / Li nk in Park 

SEATING FOR: 

Boston 


Heart 

Concerts 

Ozzfest ZOOM 

Hanson 

A 

Van Halen 

V 

Ani DiFranco 

Theatre 

❖ 

Usher 

Incubus 

Disney On Ice 

Sports 

Gloria Estefam 

❖ 

Brooks € Dunn 

Barry Manilow 

Local $ 

Norah Jones 

Nationwide 

Alan Jackson 

All Dolphin Hdme Games 

events 

All Heat Home Games 

A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

FOR CONCERT £ SPORTS TICKETS 


(305) HHH-0H99 OR (800) 0 0 1-8H99 
FOR TRAVEL (305) HHS-G5B6 on (877) HH5-656B 

We De liver All Majq r Credit Cards Ac c epi e d 


ADMIT ONE 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 
Criminal Infractions 



Anthony "Tony" ScaIcpc 
I rihal Member PuehLo of Isleta 






As a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 


The hiring of n lawyer is ail important decision L ha 1 shoo hi not he 
based solely upon advertise mtuls. Before you decide, Hsk us to send 
you free written infornuUinis about our qualifications ouri experience. 
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Jobs *> TakaJkeeke ❖ Vtutketv 


For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at (954) 967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, drug screening is a requirement for employment. 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


HOLLYWOOD 

Position: A/P Data Entry Clerk 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary negotiable with benefits 

Position: Administrative Assistant 
Department: Insurance 
Position Opens: 6-1-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: 29,120 annually plus benefits 

Position: Accountant 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-5-04 
Position Closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable plus benefits 

Position: Plumber 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 6-7-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Carpenter 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Mechanic II 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: HVAC Appliance Mechanic 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 7-26-04. 

Position closes when filled. 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 08-02-04. 

Position closes when filled. 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 

Position: System Administrator 
Department: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 8-2-04 
Position closes when filled. 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Programmer Analyst 
Department: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 8-2-04 
Position closes when filled. 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Office Clerk 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 6-14-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Instrument Person 
Department: Real Estate 
Position opens: 7- 19-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary range: $12-$ 15 per hour with bene- 
fits 

Position: Alligator Wrestler & Wild Life 
Handler (F/T & P/T) 

Department: Okalee Village 
Position opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Animal caretaker (F/T & P/T) 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: $8.00 per hour 

Position: Gift Shop Attendant /Cashier 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: $8.00 per hour 

Position: Janitor/Maintenance 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: $7.00 per hour with benefits 

Position: Snake Handler 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 


Position closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Tour Guide 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: $10.00 per hour with benefits 

Position: Culture Exhibitor 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: $12.00 per hour 

Position: Bird of Prey Handler 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens:7-26-04 
position closes when filled 
Salary: $10.00 per hour with benefits 

Position: Environmental Health 
Specialist/Administrative Assistant 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 6-14-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with experience 

Position: Diabetes Data Management 
Specialist 

Department: Health 
Position opens: 7-12-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable plus benefits 

Position: After School Tutors (HS Math, 
Reading Language Arts) 

Department: Education 
Position Opens: 7-6-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Advanced Registered Nurse 

Practitioner 

Department: Health 

Position Opens: 6-21-04 

Position closes when filled 

Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Health Education Coord. 
Department: Health 
Position opens: 7-12-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant Dir. of Human 
Resources 

Department: Human Resources 
Position opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Foster Care Team Supervisor 
Department: Family Services 
Position opens: 7-12-04 
Position closes when filled. 

Salary: negotiable with benefits. 

BIG CYPRESS 

Position: Tour Guide 
Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10-13-03 
Position Closes: 10-27-03 
Salary: $7. 50/hr plus benefits 

Position: Sales Associate, F/T & P/T 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position still available 
Salary: Negotiable with experience plus 
benefits 

Position: Medical Receptionist 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 6-21-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Mechanic II 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Environ Health Facilities Mgmt 
Rep. 

Department: Environmental Health 


Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable plus benefits. 

Position: Art/Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable plus benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 3-15-04 

Position closes when filled 

Salary: $18,700 annually plus benefits. 

Position: Micro-comp Support Spec. 
Department: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 6-12-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Media Specialist 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable plus benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position still available. 

Salary: negotiable w/exp. plus benefits. 

Position: Elem. Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position still available. 

Salary: negotiable plus benefits 

Position: Planning Representative 

Department: Housing 

Position Opens: 6-1-04 

Position closes when filled 

Salary: Negotiable based on experience 

with benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5 -3 -04 

Position closes when filled 

Salary: $48,000.00 annually plus benefits 

Position: Transfer Station Op Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position still available. 

Salary: $18,720.00 annually with bene- 
fits 

Position: Environ. Health Specialist 
Department: Health 
Position opens: 7-12-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist/Dietician 
Department: Health 
Position opens: 7- 12-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable plus benefits 

Position: Middle School Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position Opens: 5-3-2004 
Position closes when filled. 

Salary: negotiable plus benefits. 

Position: Food Prep. & Service Assoc 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position still available 
Salary: Negotiable plus benefits 

Position: Ast. Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position still available 
Salary: Negotiable with experience plus 
benefits 

BRIGHTON 

Position: Transfer Station Op Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Still available. 

Salary: $18,720.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position closes when filled, 


Salary: $48,000.00 annually plus benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 1- 5-04 
Position Closes: 1-19-04 
Salary: Negotiable plus benefits 

Position: Lifeguard (Part time) 
Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 5-4-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: $10 per hour 

Position: Weed Control Technician 
Department: Water Resources 
Position Opens: 5-17-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: $9.50 per hour plus benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled. 

Salary: negotiable plus benefits 

Position: Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 08-02-04. 

Position closes when filled. 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 

Position: Tag Clerk F/T 
Department: Tribal Field Office 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: $11.50 per hour with benefits 

Position: Water Quality Sampler 
Department: Water Resources 
Position Opens: 6-14-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: $10.50 per hour with benefits 

Position: Distribution/Collection System 

Crew Leader 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position closes when filled 

Salary: $40,000.00 annually plus benefits 

Position: Head Teacher & Certified Head 
Teacher 

Department: Preschool 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable plus benefits 

Position: Bus Driver 
Department: Education 
Position Opens: 6-7-04 
Position Closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Store Manager, Gas 
Department: Corp. Board 
Position opens: 7-12-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher Aide 
Department: Preschool 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable plus benefits & educa- 
tion 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
elated health conditions). 

Position still available. 

Salary: Negotiable plus benefits 

Position: Maintenance Mechanic II 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

IMMOKALEE 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: Negotiable plus benefits 

Position: Teacher I 
Department: Preschool 
Position Opens: 11-24-03 
Position Closes: 12-08-03 
Salary: Negotiable w/experience plus ben- 
efits 


Position: Dietician/Health Educator 
Department: Health 
Position opens: 7-12-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 3-15-04 

Position closes when filled 

Salary: $18,700 annually plus benefits. 

Position: Water Treatment Plant Operator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position closes when filled 
Salary Range: $17-$20 per hour with ben- 
efits 

TAMPA 

Position: Education Advisor(P/T) 
Department: Education 
Position Opens: 7-6-05 
Position closes when filled. 

Salary: negotiable. 


Police Department Jobs 


Position: Police Officer 
Starting Salary: $39,591 
Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, 
Immokalee and Fort Pierce. 

Police Officer position available. Must 
already have his/her certification. Needs 
to be a citizen or have alien resident card, 
1 9 years or older, with a high school 
diploma or GED. Shift work. Benefits 
include PPO health insurance, life insur- 
ance, 40 IK, take home car program, 
clothing allowance. If you are interested, 
please call (954) 967-8900. 

Position: Police Dispatchers 
Starting salary: $29,693 
Location: Big Cypress 
Applicants need to be a U.S. citizen, or 
have an alien resident card, be 19 years or 
older, and have a high school diploma or 
GED. This position is shift work. Tribal 
citizens are preferred, but not required. If 
you are interested, please call (954) 967- 
8900. 

Position: Tampa Lieutenant, Brighton/Ft. 
Pierce Lieutenant 
Department: Seminole Police 
Department 

Salary: $50, 529.26-$78, 387.47, depend- 
ing on qualifications 
Work Schedule: Flexible 

Lead the Immokalee and Big 
Cypress sergeants. Coach, mentor, edu- 
cate, teach, guide, and discipline (positive 
and negative) sergeants. Develop commu- 
nity plans and projects. Take care of 
department issues, quality of life issues. 
Read reports, create policies and proce- 
dures, Administrative Investigations 
Create schedules when needed for ser- 
geants. Maintain a good working relation- 
ship with department employees, supervi- 
sors, and other law enforcement agencies. 
Perform duties as deemed necessary by 
the police chief. 

The ideal candidate will have the 
following qualities: excellent oral com- 
munication, five years with experience at 
the rank of sergeant or above in a law 
enforcement agency, 60 college credit 
hours preferred, and willingness to travel. 

Obtain application at the 
Seminole Police Department offices, 

3280 North 64 Avenue, Hollywood, FL 
33024; or call (954) 967-8900. 
Application and resume must be received 
by 4:30 p.m. on the closing date, August 
20 . 


How to apply: 

Obtain application at 3280 North 64th 
Avenue, Hollywood, FL 33024, the 
Seminole Police Department offices, or 
call (954) 967-8900. Application and 
resume must be received by 4:30pm on 
the closing date for the position. 


Even a fish wouldn’t get caught if it kept it’s mouth shut. 

Protect yourself from making a mistake 
Practice these simple phrases! 

No, you can’t search my car. 
No, you can’t search my home. 
No, I don’t want to talk with you and I 
don’t want to cooperate with you. 

You can call my lawyer. 

If you have 

-Been searched without your permission 
-Had your car searched without permission 
-Been pulled over for no reason 
-Had police walk into your house without 
a warrant 

-Had DCF or the Police try to get in your 
home without a warrant; 

Call us now. Protect your rights. 

Once you give them up you never get them back. 

Call Guy Seligman 954-760-7600 24 hours a day 

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should be based solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman 
worked as a Certified Legal Intern in both the State Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; 
he has been in private practice for 16 years. He graduated from Nova Southeastern University Law School in 1987. and 
was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1988. 



Jobs For Tribal Citizens 


Are you a Seminole tribal citizen interest- 
ed in a management career in the hotel and casino 
industry? If so, apply with the career development 
program. For more information or to apply, contact 
Betty Jones Goosens at (954) 797-5459 or (954) 
214-0163. 

What is the tribal career development pro- 
gram? 

The tribal career development program 
prepares you for a career within Seminole gaming 
and hospitality. No prior experience in gaming and 
hospitality is required. Trainees learn from a blend 
of on-the-job technical training, specialized class- 
room training, seminars and workshops dedicated 
to management’s best practices, and work experi- 
ence. 

How long is the training program? 

The program lasts two or three years, 
depending on your background, experience and 
how rapidly you progress. 

What are the main phases of the training? 

Phase I of the program is a one or two 
year initiative comprised of on-the-job training, 
specialized classroom training, seminars and devel- 
opment activities all designed to provide the partic- 
ipant with a variety of learning opportunities. 

Phase II is an intensive, advanced one 
year program open to those who have successfully 
completed phase I. The participant becomes 
immersed in the business of hotel and casino oper- 
ations. For each area of specialization, the partici- 
pant will be working in the functional area and 



complete an assignment under the guidance of the 
manager, to solve a problem or improve the opera- 
tion within that area. 

What are the eligibility 
requirements? 

The program is open to all 
who meet the following three cri- 
teria: 1 8 years of age, Seminole 
tribal citizen and complet- 
ed high school diploma 
or GED. Placement in 
the program will be on 
a first come, first serve 
basis. 

At which loca- 
tion will I train? 

Placement 
will be at any of the 
following six loca- 
tions: Brighton Casino, 

Coconut Creek 
Casino, Hollywood 
Classic Casino, 

Immokalee Casino, 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino-Tampa, or 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino-Hollywood. 
However, certain training portions can only be 
completed at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino-Tampa or Hollywood, and you will be 
required to do a portion of your training at one of 
those locations. 
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Announcements ❖ Ahaaheeke ❖ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 



Happy 2nd Birthday Ja’lycia 
S. Valdez-Billie, my little baby girl. I 
hope you have a lot of fun on your birth- 
day. Momma loves you a lot; you bring 
many joyful moments into my life. 

From your proud parents Janie 
Valdez and Carradine Billie, grandpar- 
ents Corey Osceola and Patsy Billie, 
Yolanda Blanco and Amalio Blanco 



Happy 2nd birthday Ja’Lycia 
S. Valdez-Billie from all your preschool 
friends and teachers. The two-year olds 
would like to welcome you into our class- 
room this upcoming school year. We look 
forward to many joyful days. We love 
you a lot and hope you have a wonderful 
birthday. 

From all the preschool staff, 

Ofelia, Vickie, Roslyn, Melissa, 
Brisa, and Claudia. 



A Birthday Wish for 
Ja’lycia Valdez-Billie 

As each day passes by, we look 
up at the pure blue sky. A young face we 
see today; soon tomorrow comes and that 
girl we know has gotten older. Night 
comes and you begin to dream of your 
happy day and wondering what tomorrow 
will bring. 

As you get older, you begin to 
change, but in your mother’s eyes, you’re 
still the one who’s been with her, no mat- 
ter how hard your day has been. In a 
cousin’s eye, you’re still the best friend 
and relative any could ever have. 

And as I finish this writing, I 
have to say: Happy Birthday Ja’lycia! 

Your cousin, 

Brannon Billie 

Happy belated birthday on 
July 21 to James Edward Foster, the 
best nephew anyone could have. Ha ha. I 
love you Huneehayo. Stop growing up! I 
miss you. I can’t believe you are 15! 

Hope you had a great time on your birth- 
day. 

Love you lots! 

Egoosh 

To my handsome 15 -year-old 
Marlon “Mogley.” I hope you had a 
good time on your birthday. I’ll see you 
soon. 

One love, 

Mom (Doris Osceola) 



Happy belated 3rd birthday to Krista 
Burton on July 25. We love you a lot. 
Have a wonderful day. 

Love, 

Mommy, Daddy, Shayne 
Shayne, Aunt Wiggles (Grace) and 
Uncle Darin, Kamani, Sissy, Mimi, 
Chaka and Brydgett 



I would like to wish my son 
Fletcher Lee Sanders Jr. a happy birth- 
day, born on August 19. Son, you are get- 
ting to be a big boy now! I love you very 
much. Congratulations for the good job 
you did in school and pray that you do 
the same this year. 

Son, you have come a long way 
and I am so proud of you. You can do 
anything you want to do, just keep up the 
good work and keep being a good boy in 
school. Son, I love you. 

Daddy Fletcher Lee Sanders 
Sr., and mother Sylvia Tommie Sanders 


Happy belated birthday wishes go out to 
my son, Robert, on July 27, and his wife 
Brenda on July 8. Love you. 

From, 

Josephine H. Villa 



Happy 3rd birthday to Janessa 
Jones (Dolit), Panther clan. May this be a 
day to remember with many more to 
come. 


With love, 

Mom and dad 



Happy 1st birthday Little 
Willie (Siya). It seems like only yester- 
day you came into this world. Now you’re 
mommy’s big boy. 

Love, 

Mommy, Daddy and Dolit 
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Poem 



Happy 11th birthday Tana 
Wind. I love you very much. Enjoy your 
day on August 27. 

Love, 

Aunt Mary Bear and Mark. 


In Memory 


Ej 



O^afariLyn cfaticlia C9sceola-Y?illie 
August 29, 1959 - July 17, 2004 


Ode to Marilyn 

We saw the sunshine of your smile 
Stars twinkling in your eyes 
We didn’t see your broken heart 
Nor comprehend your pain. 

You left us for God’s paradise 
Until we meet again 
Regrets and tears, 

Sweet memories are all that now remain. 
You will be in our hearts forever and 
always! 

Mike, Ron and Peggy, Charlie and 
Barbara Henry 


Love Flowered 

I watched as morning commended, 

Giving life radiance and this amazing 
luminosity, 

Love flowered. 

And when peaceful hearts sang, it was 
scared. 

You could behold blessings and splendor 
in all things. 

My prayers brought about a blessed cor- 
relation with the Creator, 

And nature’s pulsated spirit, as if all were 
in relation. 

You could lay your eyes 

Upon meaning and purpose, preservation 

and wisdom, 

Good paths were there to be walked by 
all for power and courage. 

We’re kindred souls, and fear and doubt 
were unheard of. 

Ancient knowledge was held close to the 
heart, 

And tranquility and tenderness 
bequeathed the worthiest of gifts, 
Purifying darkness so that all could come 
into the light. 

You were thankful in the mornings and 
evenings of your prayers, 

Experiencing a spiritual calmness 
unimaginable. 

Freedom and virtue, on all occasions, 
Gave passion to the heart, honor and 
service 

Accorded humility ever unfolding. 

My spirituality was written upon my 
heart, 

Living there in strength and understand- 
ing. 

In the true essence of devotion, and work- 
ing for the creation of the good life, 
Always. 

— Elgin Jumper 
July 27, 2004 


For Sale 


1998 Yamaha Royal Star motor- 
cycle. 4-Cylinder 1,300 cc with 28,000 
miles. This collector’s bike was last man- 
ufactured in 2000. Garage kept and 
includes all maintenance records. Has 
won many trophies and comes with 
leather-like lockable side bags, two seats, 
and two windshields. $4,000 worth of 
chrome! Maintenance-free drive shaft. 
Black studded seats, night purple LED 
lights, and new tires. $9,800 firm. Contact 
Nery at (954) 232-5714. 



Locked Up 

It seems so strange being locked in dark- 
ness 

I’m slipping from my faith; waking up 
feeling heartless 

How can I depart from this world without 
dying of sin? 

How can I accept your judgment if I don’t 
win? 

How am I a poet with empty pages and a 
frozen pen? 

Why do I wake up still caged in? 

’Cause the world I was raised in is ruled 
by white men. 

I guess I might then just have to accept a 
convict’s rep. 

And face St. Peter with an awkward step. 
Hands to the side, back straight with 
pride. 

Inside here that’s all that I’ve got left. 
Insight is outsight, blinded by midnight 
during flight I’ve crept. 

On opportunities I’ve slept, yet my poetry 
has depth. 

Writing with the pen ’cause I’m out of 
breath. 

I scream loud on paper, still speechless in 
physical form. 

Been a bad seed since the day I was born. 
I am behind these bars, enclosed by four 
walls. 

The banging of the metal; the max securi- 
ty level — it's crazy. 

Is this God's way of helping or hurting? 
Which ever it is, for the both, it's working 
for certain. 

With my poetry I remain behind the iron 
curtain. 

Damn, I'm locked up. 

— Markell Billie 


I Miss You 



To my special angels, Corbin, Eyanna, 
Mr. Rich, and you too, Sontino. I love 
you all very much, more than life itself. I 
miss you all every day. 

Love always, 

Grandma Claudia 
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Seminole Edition 


independence Edition 


MILLENIUM LIMO, INC 
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24-Seat 2004 Hummer H2 


Tribal Edition 


Liberty Edition 
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Freedom Edition 


United Edition 


Jobs Starting Out at 
$50/hr for Regular Limos 
and $95/hr for 

Hummer H2 Limos and Escalade Limos 

Offering the largest SUV Fleet in 
South Rorida and The lowest prices. 


-til*) W;i 1 1 
Stwmd Sysccui 


Fleet: Excursions from 1 8/22/26 passengers 
Hummer H2 n Cadi Mae HscaJade 2(KM, 

10 Passenger Lincoln Townear. 


stircKii 


Wc offer Everyth ing from Weddings, Night Outs, Airport and Port Transfers, Excursions and much more. 
Toll-free Number 800-S08-2062, Fax 954-704-9106, Email Address: milleniunilimos@anl.eom 
We cover the following counties: Lee, Collier, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach 
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Iretta Tiger 

(L-R) Bob Motlow, 30 years in recovery and Vincent 
Micco, 22 years in recovery 



Iretta Tiger 


(L-R) Aileen Cypress, “Elvis”, and Ricky Joe 
Alumbaugh. 



Iretta Tiger 


Beverly Alumbaugh adds a name to the memorial 
cross. 



Iretta Tiger 

Dr. John Gray, author of “Men Are From Mars, Women Are From Venus.” 


Iretta Tiger 

The women from the health department dancing about STDs. 



Wellness 

Continued from page 1 

Jerry Moe returned this year to make two 
presentations, entitled Filling the Void and Tough 
Love. Moe’s talks are always something to look for- 
ward to. To make his point, he not only speaks of his 
subjects, he physically demonstrated them in unex- 
pected ways. 

On the subject of tough love, Moe asked an 
audience member to try to stop him as he ran at full 
speed towards her. This demonstration was to show 
how useless we are in trying to stop someone who 
does not want to be helped. We don’t want them to 
be hurt but there is no way to prevent it unless the 
person realizes for themselves and slows themselves 
down. 

Suzanne Davis and several other members 
from the health department also did two presenta- 
tions. The first was about diabetes, and focused on 
making healthy eating decisions. 

The second presentation was titled Germs of 
Endearment; it focused on sexually transmitted dis- 
eases. The health team also did a little dance number 
demonstrating who is susceptible to STDs. 

Broken down into two sessions were the 
twelve steps, so that each step could be talked about 
in detail. It’s important to realize that each step can- 
not be completed without the other. Those who have 
tried to skip steps are often the ones who relapse. 

Comedian Don Burnstick started the third 
day of the conference with a hilarious comedy show. 
To say this man is funny is an understatement. 
Burnstick also hosted one of the men’s group ses- 
sions. 

The family services department talked about 
anger management. This subject was also taught at 
the recent Women’s Wellness Conference. Family 
services focused on the type of anger that is most 
common among tribal citizens. 

A special dinner during the conference was 
Seminole Pride Night. Everyone was asked to dress 
in Seminole clothing for the dinner. The hotel chefs 
tried to make fry bread, but unfortunately the results 
was not that great. 


Nutritionist Karen Gauci gave valuable 
information in trying to control obesity. Gauci ’s 
insight into small but important changes in eating 
habits shed light on why exercising sometimes won’t 
bring the desired results. Gauci currently does nutri- 
tional presenta- 
tions for the tribal 
employees at the 
Hollywood office. 

The con- 
ference concluded 
with the awarding 
of certificates to 
those who truly 
made an attempt at 
participating in the 
conference. 

Ironically, 
at every meal, the 
dinner hall would 
be so full that 
many people had 
to eat in the con- 
ference room, yet 
when it came to 
the presentations, 
the conference 
room would be 
half full at most. 

However, many 
people would 
reappear at meal 
times. 

An 

important part of 
the closing cere- 
mony is the 
Sobriety 

Countdown. This 
is where people are recognized according to the 
length of their sobriety. 

The first two people to be recognized are 
Bob Motlow and Vincent Micco. Motlow has been 
sober for thirty years, and Micco has been sober for 
twenty-two years. Congratulations for this wonderful 
feat. 


The final dinner for the conference was a 
5 Os-themed party complete with an Elvis Presley 
impersonator. Costumes were provided including 
outfits for a few select Pink Ladies. Everyone danced 
and posed for pictures with Elvis late into the night. 


Remember that help and support are all 
around you. As tribal citizens we have incredible 
numerous resources available to us. If you feel you 
have no support at home, all you have to do is go and 
talk to family services or even one of the officials. 
Believe it or not, there are people who really do care. 



Iretta Tiger 

Hand jiving at the 50s night dinner. 
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TRADING POST 




Cypress Grille 



utow a;®; 


31251 Josie 3;ll:e Highway 
CL iwism FL 33T10 

063-533-2595 


Dp® Mon 


Thu Gam 10pm. 



Sun Gam 
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HELP WANTED* 



Seeking afflieahts feu assistant Managed Sales Asssciates 
and Todd Service Staff Seme into the stem td aptly :e 
3dm Waiksnis. Store Manage?., cr Candy Pipkin. 
Assistant Manage?, cr “lease ask for an application. 
3f.u: Free workplace. 



GET THE LOOK ! 


JR 5EAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 





CUSTOM BILLET GRILLES. 
FOR ALL 
CARS & TRUCKS 


TOOL BOXES 


BILLET GRILLES 


ALL TIRES 13"- 44' 



LIFT KIT3A.OWERING KITS 


13" - ZB™ CUSTOM WHEELS 


AIRAID i SUPERCHIPS 



AUDIO VOX DVDVCPmJHER FIBERGLASS TON NO'S BREJSHGU ARDS/N ERFBARS 

M-F Bam - 6pm I WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM t SAT 9am - 3pm 
4721 RAVENSWOOD RD f FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981-7223 / FAX: (954) 981-3401 
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United States Postal Service Issues 
Native American Stamps 



On August 
21, the United 
States Postal 
Service will issue 
"Art of the 
American Indian" 
stamps. This pane 
of 10 stamps fea- 
tures photographs of 
American Indian 
artifacts dating from 
around the 11th cen- 
tury A.D. to circa 
1969. One stamp 
will feature the 
Seminole doll. To 
purchase the collec- 
tion of stamps, go to 
www.usps.com. or 
visit your local 
United States Post 
Office. You can also 
call (800) 275-8777, 
Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 
a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
(Eastern Time), 
Saturdays from 8:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


ARTGF TH€ AMERICAN INDIAN 
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Be Happy 
Smile for Life 


Invitation to Bid for RBF OT050477 Flat Mowing Services 


Submitted by Water Resources 

WEST PALM BEACH, FL — The pro- 
curement department of the South Florida Water 
Management District (SFWMD) will receive sealed 
bids at the second floor, B-l Building, located at 
3301 Gun Club Road in West Palm Beach, Fla. for 
flat mowing of vegetation in the district’s 
Okeechobee Field Station service area in Okeechobee 
County on August 12, at 2:30 p.m., at which time 
bids will be opened and publicly read. 

An optional pre-bid conference will be held 
July 30 at 10:30 a.m. at the Okeechobee Field Station 
located at 1000 N.E 40th Avenue, Okeechobee, Fla. 
All bids must conform to the instructions in the 


request for bids and include a properly executed con- 
tract compliance disclosure form. 

Solicitation documents will be available July 
16, in the SFWMD Procurement Office, at the above 
address, by downloading a free copy from the dis- 
trict’s website at www.sfwmd.gov, or by calling 
(561) 687-6391. Interested bidders may also call the 
24-hour bid hotline at (800) 472-5290. 

The public is invited to attend the RFB 
opening. Information on the status of this solicitation 
can be obtained at our web site www.sfwmd.gov. For 
more information, please contact Contract Specialist 
Don Hill at (561) 682-2045. 
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Tribe Co-Sponsors Multicultural Festival 


By Iretta Tiger 

ORLANDO, FL — The Seminole Tribe 
continues to uphold its reputation for progressive 
thinking by co-sponsoring an international festival. 
The Indigenous Heritage Festival will take place on 
Friday September 3 at the University of Central 
Florida in Orlando, Fla. The festival features native 
cultures from around the world including Native 
Americans from across the U.S. 

Festival founder Tony Coolidge created the 
festival after speaking at the United Nations (UN) in 
May 2004. At the UN, Coolidge spoke with indige- 
nous leaders from around the world and realized that 
there was an interest in a cultural exchange. 

Coolidge ’s mother is a member of the Atayal 
tribe, an indigenous Taiwanese tribe. To honor his 
mother and his culture, Coolidge organized Atayal, 
Inc. This organization is hosting and coordinating the 


festival. 

This year’s festival feature performers 
include Thirza Defoe, an Oneida and Ojibwe female 
hoop dancer. Defoe has performed at the 2002 
Grammy ’s® with Brule and at the opening cere- 
monies for the 1 992 Olympic games in Barcelona, 
Spain, just to name a few. 

There will also be a cultural presentation 
from the Moluccas Isla tribe of Indonesia and a pres- 
entation from the tribal king and queen from Ghana. 

Atayal sends an open invitation to Seminole 
tribal citizens to come and enjoy this cultural 
exchange and to also share Seminole culture. 
Demonstrations or workshops in the various 
Seminole arts and crafts, storytelling or any Seminole 
culture presentation can be arranged. 

To find out more, please contact Iretta Tiger 
at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1269. 
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Stirling Grove Dental Office Dentistry \ 
Dr. Charles S. Mandell 7 

Treating Seminole Tribal Members l 

for Over Thirty Years \ 

Warriors Boxing Gym In House Dentist * 

Treatments Available / 

General Dentistry \ 

Implant Dentistry (38 years of experience) 
Prosthetics (Dentures; Fixed crowns or Non-removable) 1 
Oral Surgery (Extractions, etc.) 

Nitrous Oxide & Pre-Medication, 
Comfortable Sedation Dentistry 
Endodontics (Root canals) 

Orthodontics (Orthodontists on staff) 
Pedodontics (Children’s dentistry) 
Periodontics (Gum disease, Periodontist on staff) 

All laboratories on premises s 

| Evening and Saturday appointments available i 
20% discounts for all Seminole tribal members J 
Insurance (Indemnity) Accepted \ 
Filing done by the office for insurance, 

not by the patient f 




For more information please call or 
come by the office and visit our friendly staff 

| Dr. Charles S. Mandell [ 
(954) 966-0404 / 

B 3220 Stirling Road ^ 
Hollywood, Florida 33021 ( _ 


M 
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Darlene Quinn 


You know me... 

♦♦♦as your friend and salesperson at other auto dealerships* 
Well now Tin the Chevrolet Sales Manager at Ed Morse 
Sawgrass Auto Mall which means 1 can lower your price 
more than ever before! LeL me save you money on five 
brands of new vehicles and over 1 50 quality used vehicles* 

HURRY TOR BIG FACTORY REBATES & THE EXCLUSIVE 
"DARLENE QUINN $1000 TRIBAL DISCOUNT!" 

% FINANCING 
r ° FOR UP TO 

aph 60 MONTHS 


$ 

SAVE 
UP TO 


IRIEITE VVimi |IVVV I IUDHE EMi 

8500/40 



CHEVROLET V PONTIAC BUICK 



CMC 




AUTO 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd v Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. \m\ east of Sawgrass Expwy. 

OFFICE 954-835-6900 
cell 954-609-6922 


CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK « GMC 

v 0 1 mJieI hi t I i-I 1 . Bill ii| |r: wz cin.il 


SALES HOURS: Man Fri fam-fpin, 
Sat 9 am-fipm. Sun 12 - 6 pm 
SERVICE HOURS: 

Man-Fri 7gm-7jjm r Sat 7am-6pm 



You jus! 
canft beat 
an Ed Morse deal. 
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Ef@r Best 
Peal on Town 
Call 

[Hector Isabel 
(954) 593-2586 


YOUR FORD GIANT OFFfeRS THE 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEED! 

* Seminole / Miccosukee Special * 
Up to $8500 Discos ©si lalect Models 


mm THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARB-TO-FIND FSSQ’S! 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service . Weekday & Saturday hours 

■ Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians . Ff)rd Qua | ity p arts 


• 12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor . Courtesy shuttle Hours 

* Convenient Location 


8655 Pines BlvdL • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 


( 954 ) 443-7000 

Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com! 
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Prnes Blud. 


DDd B|l 



Sales Hours; Mon. -Sat. 9am-9pm f Sun. 11am-7pm * Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am -7pm, Sat. 7am-4pm 
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Iretta Tiger 


Carol Cypress teaches youngsters the bones game. 


Timucua Indian Site. Each conference partici- 
pant was given an information packet about 
the Timucua Indians. 

At the park the kids canoed and swam 
in the spring. They saw alligators in 
the St. Johns River and manatees in 
the spring. The beautiful clear spring 
was too tempting to pass up so this 
reporter jumped in fully clothed. The 
72 degree spring was the perfect 
solution to the Florida heat. 

After lunch, everyone 
enjoyed a game of stickball. At first 
the game started out somewhat 
politely, but then the game really got 
underway, and it got competitive. 

The women really let the men have 
it and it would be fair to say that 
they dominated. This was very 
apparent when Virginia Osceola took 
on Victor Billie; poor Victor. 

To cool off, almost every- 
one went swimming again, but the 
day was cut short by a bad thunder- 
storm. 

One presentation that really 
stood out was the tribal career devel- 
opment program. The program is for 
the Seminole tribal citizens who 
want a career in the gaming industry 
and it offers the unique opportunity 
of hands-on experience in all levels 
of gaming. 

Interns of the program 
spoke in turn about their experiences 
and how it has changed their lives. 
Iretta Tiger “It was a growing and 

learning experience. I have goals 


now, I’ve matured,” said Marlon 
Billie, who is in the second and 
final year of the program. 

When the internship is 
completed, the person is placed 
in area they specialize in. If a 
position is not available in that 
department the person is kept on 
until a position is available. 

Though the interns are 
tribal citizens they do not receive 
any special treatment and that 
was emphasized by the tribal 
council. The citizens represent 
the tribe and that fact is taken 
into serious consideration. 

“This program is 
impressive. These people are our 
present day warriors” said David 
DeHass, Hollywood Board 
Representative “We’ve got to 
take care of our businesses and 
that’s what warriors do is take 
care of the tribe.” 

Every evening the con- 
ference would end with parents 
and children working into the 
night on arts and crafts. These 
crafts would be displayed at the 
closing ceremony. 

Before we get to the 
closing ceremony there is one 
eventful evening that needs to be 
mentioned, the night of the luau. 

Bobby Henry, Cody 
Billie, Alex Escobar and Skyla 
Osceola celebrated their birth- 
days during the conference. Cody Billie was 
brought to the stage and presented with a 
birthday cake. Henry was given a choice of the 
luau dancers, who sat him onstage and danced 
around him. Henry also received a personal 
dance lesson from one of the dancers. 

Though not his birthday, Herbert Jim 
showed everyone why he’s the man when he 
unabashedly took on all the dancers. They told 
him to wave goodbye to his wife, and he did. 

On the last day of the conference the 
children either participated in one of three 
skits or read the essay they wrote. In both the 
skits and essays they had to explain what they 
learned at the conference. 

Jo North and Robert North presented 
Victor Osceola with a short sleeve Seminole 
jacket made by Virginia Osceola. Osceola had 
made the jacket during the conference at the 
arts and crafts session in the evenings. 

At the end, everyone formed a big 
circle and each person spoke what was on their 
minds. 

Jo North acknowledged Jasper 
Tommie, Mia Sapp, R.C. North, Austin Billie 
and Amber Jim for their contributions in 
organizing the conference. The implementation 
of these Seminole youths came from the 
encouragement of Max Osceola, Jr. North 
would also like to thank the steering commit- 
tee. 

Planning for the 2005 conference will 
begin in October of this year. Possibilities 
include the Okmulgee mounds in Georgia and 
gravesites in South Carolina. The purpose is to 
get the youth to experience history first hand. 


Youth 

Continued from page 1 


“SuAne was always doing something 
to make life better for those around her” said 
Leatrice. “From SuAne, I learned that you 
have the power to change people.” 

At the conclusion of the presentation, 
Hollywood Council Representative Max 
Osceola Jr. and Josephine North presented Big 
Crow with a Seminole jacket. 

Robert North and Herbert Jim intro- 
duced the Ultimate Warrior Challenge. This 
program is for the Seminole youth and it was 
created to teach them traditional values by tak- 
ing them out of their comfortable surroundings 
and putting them into nature. A video was 
shown about the first group of Seminole youth 
who participated in a recent rafting trip in 
Idaho. 

“At first, the kids were kind of 
closed,” said North. “But the more they expe- 
rienced and worked together, they opened up 
and started talking.” 

To learn about the Ultimate Warrior 
Challenge read “Seminoles Participate in 
Ultimate Warrior Challenge” in the July 2, 
2004 edition of The Seminole Tribune. The 
video will be shown on WSBC, the Seminole 
broadcasting channel. 

Several times during the conference 
Bobby Henry, Victor Billie and Herbert Jim 
spoke about traditional ways. The topics 
ranged from the creation of the first man and 
woman to being respectful to each other. Max 
Osceola Jr. gave a lesson on the history of the 
tribe. 

The highlight of the conference was a 
trip to Blue Spring State Park, which is also a 


Jason Dodd kayaks the day away. 



Iretta Tiger 


(L-R) John Kyle Osceola, Tanesha Tiger and John Kyle Osceola Jr. 
enjoy the water at Blue Springs State Park. 



Iretta Tiger 

Youth conference attendees watching Polynesian dancers at the luau. 



Iretta Tiger 

Robert North (left) works on skits with children at the conference. 
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At the Teaching Hammock seminar for Brighton 1-6 
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grade students, Trista Osceola concentrates on her 
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coloring 
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Seminole Paradise Update 

350,000 square feet of retail stores, restau- 
rants, bars, night clubs, and more are all slated 
to open by November 2004 

Page 13 





2004 Hollywood Incentive 
Awards-See all the winners 

Jackie Willie, one of 33 kindergarten incentive award 
receipients, holds his certificate. 

Page 9 



The 2004 Miss Florida Seminole and 
Junior Miss Seminole Princess Pageant 



Adelsa Williams 

(L-R) Junior Miss Seminole Krystle Young, Miss National Congress of American Indians 2003-2004 Cheryl V. Dixon, and Miss Seminole 
Jo Jo Osceola. Congratulations to all the winners and participants! Please see the special Seminole Princess Pageant section on page 21. 


Tiffany Doctor Memorial All Girl Rodeo 


By Felix DoBosz 

DAVIE, FL — On Saturday August 
14, the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the 
Davie Rodeo Association at the Davie Rodeo 
Arena sponsored an all 
girl rodeo. The Hollywood 
Horse Club organized this 
second annual event for 
the late Tiffany Doctor, 
who was tragically killed 
in an auto accident on 
Snake Road near Big 
Cypress in early 2002. 

“They called her 
T-bone at the rodeo,” her 
mother Colleen Osceola 
remembers. “She played 
football with the boys at 
her school in St. 

Petersburg, Admiral 
Farragut Academy. 

Tiffany often loved to 
play sports at her school; 
she excelled in basketball, 
softball and even boxing. 

Big Jim Osceola trained 
her to practice boxing. 

She was one of those girls 
that did everything, if she 
liked it, she did it again.” 

Doctor was not 


only a great athlete, but was also quite popu- 
lar. Many admired her because, even though 
she had many friends, she never limited her 
friendships to people who were the most pop- 


ular at that time. She loved her family the 
most, and took great pride in being an active 
member of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

She is greatly missed by her family 
and friends and people 
who never even met her 
but had heard through 
different sources what a 
warm, kind, beautiful, 
and dynamic person she 
really was. 

Debbie DeHass, 
of the Hollywood Horse 
Club said “Fifty- five 
girls of all ages were 
competing for all around 
Buckles, in 26 different 
categories in this year’s 
all girl rodeo.” 

Doctor worked 
for Hollywood Board 
Representative David 
DeHass, helping out 
every chance she got, she 
learned to bull-ride and 
got really good with the 
horses too. 

Debbie said, 

“Tiffany was a tough and 
popular girl, she loved to 

❖ See RODEO, page 12 



Felix DoBosz 


Reba Osceola rides horse Bay in the steer roping competition. 


NAJA at the UNITY 2004 Convention 


By Adelsa Williams 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Each 
year the Native American Journalists 
Association (NAJA) hosts a conference for 
all its members. NAJA, being one of four 
associations that make up the UNITY 
organization, partook in this year’s UNITY 
Journalists of Color, Inc. convention, 
which is held every five years. 

This event marks the third ever 
UNITY convention. The first two conven- 
tions were held in Atlanta, Ga. in 1 999 and 
Green Bay, Wis. in 1994. This year, 

UNITY members gathered in the nation’s 
capital from August 4-8. Conveniently, this 
is a presidential election year, and both 
candidates made a stop to speak at the 
UNITY conference. 

UNITY 2004 held more full-day 
training sessions than any journalism con- 
vention. It also held a massive media and 
career expo that featured more than 400 
recruiters and exhibitors from across the 
country. Also, there were receptions and 
other social gatherings including golf tour- 
naments for the early arrivals, prior to the 
start of the convention. 

Each of the four national organi- 
zations that form UNITY, the Asian 
American Journalists Association, the 
National Association of Hispanic 

❖ See NAJA, page 17 



Nery Mejicano 

(L-R) Iretta Tiger, Shelley Marmor, Felix DoBosz, Michael Kelly, Virginia Mitchell, Darline 
Buster, Melissa Sherman, Adelsa Williams, Stephen Galla. 


Suraiya Smith Graduates 
with Bachelor’s Degree 



Adelsa Williams 

(L-R) Grandmother Josephine Villa, graduate Suraiya Smith holding 
son Kamani, and mother Grace Koontz. 


By Adelsa Williams 

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL — Tribal citizen Suraiya Smith, 
Bird clan, proudly walked down the aisle to receive her bachelor’s degree 
of business administration from the American Intercontinental University 
(AIU). 

During the Commencement ceremony that was held at the 
Broward Convention Center on Saturday August 14, keynote Speaker 
Elaine Fitzgerald addressed the 2004 graduating class with a few words of 
wisdom. 

“Attitude is everything; with the right attitude you will go far,” 
she said, “Good things come to people who are willing to work hard.” 

Originally from the Brighton reservation, Smith has recently 
taken an internship position in the Seminole Tribe’s housing department. 
Through the newly developed Professional Development and Training 
Program, under the human resources department, Smith has received the 
proper guidance and placement into the start of her career. She is also 
another advocate of the higher education program. 

Smith commented that AIU is one of three schools she attended 
prior to completing her degree, and found it to be the most comfortable 
experience of all. She feels that some schools are overcrowded and stu- 
dents lose motivation because the environment is just not right for them. 

“You have to find a school that’s right for you,” she said. 

Smith plans to learn more about other programs within the tribe 
and eventually get into the marketing venue, specifically the cultural 
aspect. 

“When people hear ‘Seminole Tribe,’ I want them to know that is 
not only just about the casino,” said Smith. 


Immokalee Celebrates 
Elaine Aguilar’s Birthday 

By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee community turned out in 
large numbers on Tuesday August 17 for an appreciation/birthday party for 
Liaison Elaine Aguilar. The gym was attractively decorated with purple 
banquet tables, balloons, banners and beautiful floral centerpieces. Big 
Cypress Council Representative David Cypress was glad to be the sponsor 
of this happy occasion. 

Despite a week of planning, distribution of flyers and careful 
preparations, this surprise party was a well kept secret. Elaine had a morn- 
ing appointment in Fort Myers, which made it possible to put everything 
together without her knowledge. 

At noon everyone had gathered in the gym in anticipation of her 
arrival. A quick phone call located her 15 minutes away and preparing to 
stop for lunch. Her daughter, Sheila, told her that she did not have time. 

“David and some men have been waiting here for over an hour 
regarding some projects. Hurry,” she told her mother. 

When she pulled up to the tribal field office, which was empty, 
she was amazed to see all of the vehicles at the gym and went to investi- 
gate. As she opened the door she was greeted by a round of applause and a 
chorus of happy birthday. The shocked look on her face was enough to 
satisfy everyone that she was genuinely surprised. 

Elaine was escorted to the table of honor by Amy Yzaguirre who 
was acting as emcee. Along the way, she encountered her husband and 
children who all proudly hugged and congratulated her. 

David Cypress took the microphone and wished her a happy 
birthday not only on his behalf, but also Chairman Mitchell Cypress and 
Board Representative Paul Bowers, who regretted that they could not 

❖ See ELAINE, page 8 


Tribal Council Welcomes UM 
President, New Seminole Princess 

By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — After invocation by Maggie Osceola, the 
Tribal Council welcomed the 2004-2005 Seminole Princess, Jo Jo 
Osceola. Osceola, 17, spoke briefly, saying she was honored to be the new 
princess, and assured the council that she would be happy to attend any 
events they needed her to in order to represent the tribe. 

Immediately after, the council welcomed their special guest, 
University of Miami (UM) President Donna Shalala. She asked Osceola to 
stay after and speak with her about attending UM after she graduates high 
school. 

“She looks like a ‘Cane to me,” Shalala said about Osceola. 

Shalala spoke to the council, including UM alum and Hollywood 
Representative Max Osceola Jr., about some programs the university 
would like the tribe to sponsor. This included sponsorship of a breast can- 
cer program, an environmental program, an educational research program 
focused on keeping people in school, and a $2.5 million grant for UM’s 
Diabetes Research Institute. 


❖ See COUNCIL, page 3 
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Grand Opening of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Commemoritve Issue of The Seminole Tribune 


History. . . 
Culture . . . 


Enterprises . . . 

Learn about the rich history of The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. In this colorful 64 page 
booklet, there is something for everyone, 
from students to history buffs and even aca- 
demic researchers. Don’t miss this great 
opportunity to take home the only compre- 
hensive guide to The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s rich history and culture, as well as 
the tribe’s enterprises. Buy one get “Day in 
the Life of Big Cypress” Free! 

Please send check or money order in the amount of $8 to The Seminole Tribune, 
Commemorative Booklet, 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FT 33024. Or order 
online at www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace. For more information please call 
(800) 683-7800, Ext. 1266. 




Attention Tribal Citizens 

All tribal citizens of The Seminole Tribe of Florida 

who live out of state are eligible to receive a 
free subscription of The Seminole Tribune. 

Please fill out the information below and mail to: 

The Seminole Tribune 

6300 Stirling Road, Room 235 - Hollywood, FL 33024 

Name 

Tribal Roll Number 

Address 

Citv State Zip 

Phone 

E-mail 

Additional Info 

As soon as we receive this information, your subscription will 
be mailed to you. Thank you very much. 



Announcement Form 

Attention Seminole tribal citizens and employees: If you would like to 
submit an announcement (birthday, baby, marriage, etc.) to The Seminole 
Tribune , and to insure correct spelling, please fill out the information provided 
below. If you have any questions about deadlines, etc., please call The Seminole 
Tribune at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1267, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Our fax num- 
ber is (954) 967-3482. Thanks. 

Please Write Your Announcement Below (Please Print Clearly) 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 


MOTHER: 


FATHER: 


CHILDREN: 


GRANDPARENTS: 


CLAN: (OPTIONAL) 

If you would like your photos mailed back to you, 
please include your mailing address. 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the editor, 
Michael Kelly at (800) 683-7800, 


Ext. 1267. E-mail 
mkelly@semtribe.com, fax 
(954) 967-3482, or mail to: The 
Seminole Tribune, 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024. 


T 


he following deadlines 
apply to all submissions for 
inclusion into the Tribune : 


Issue: September 3, 2004 

Deadline: August 20, 2004 

Issue: September 24, 2004 

Deadline: September 10, 2004 

Issue: October 15, 2004 

Deadline: October 1, 2004 

❖ 

Issue: November 5, 2004 

Deadline: October 23, 2004 

Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 

Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and 
other information may be downloaded 
from the internet at: 
www.seminoletribe.com/tribune. 

Postmaster: 

Send Address Changes to 
The Seminole Tribune 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024 


Editor-in-Chief: Graphic Designer: 

Virginia Mitchell Melissa Sherman 

Editor: Graphic Design 

Michael Kelly Assistant: 

Assistant Editor: Stephen Galla 

Shelley Marmor Reporters: 

Business Manager: Iretta Tiger, 

Linda Jim Adelsa Williams 

Receptionist: Photo Archivist/Reporter: 

Darline Buster Felix DoBosz 

Contributors: 

Alexandra Frank, Emma Brown, 

Judy Weeks, Kenny Bayon, Gary Bitner, 
Lucy Evanicki, Michael Goodman, Nery 
Mejicano, Randi M. Simmons, 

Susan Etxebarria and Tabitha Osceola, 
Christopher Scanlon, Barbara Boling 

The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association. Letters/e-mails to 
the editor must be signed and may be edit- 
ed for publication. Subscription rate is $30 
per year by mail. Make checks payable to 
The Seminole Tribune , 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, FL 33024. Phone: 
(954) 967-3416. Fax: (954) 967-3482. 
Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 
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Editorials 


Lobbying Is A Must 


By Dr. Dean Chavers 

For the past 30 years I have been worried about the lack 
of lobbying on Capitol Hill by Indian people. I was so frustrated 
about the lack of it that I ran for the National Indian Education 
Association (NIEA) board twice, hoping NIEA would be the one 
to get on the hill and push for legislation. NIEA still has not done 
it. 

So let me tell you how happy I am that there are at least 
two Indian organizations that are actively lobbying on the hill. 
They are the National Indian Gaming Association (NIG A) and 
the National Indian Impacted Schools Association (NIISA). And 
we need a lot more than this. 

I got so frustrated at NIEA not doing it that some of us 
1 5 years ago created an organization solely devoted to lobbing on 
the hill. It was called the Coalition for Indian Education. To make 
a long story short, after a few years, some people took over and 
ran it into the ground. 

But starting in 1990, 1 started trying to get a delegation 
of people on the hill every year. The first year, despite my pleas 
to a lot of people, I was the only person who showed up. As I 
went before the late Representative William Natcher’s Housing 
and Urban Development/Labor/Health and Human Services 
Committee to testify, I asked one of the staffers who the only 
Indian presenting testimony would be. The room was full of peo- 
ple, but no Indians. 

Not one single other Indian individual or organization 
testified before that committee that year. And it was a powerful 
committee with many programs under it. I was really impressed 
with the huge seals of the three departments on the wall behind 
Natcher. They were several feet tall. 

Several years before I started trying to get an Indian del- 
egation on the hill, the National Congress on American Indians 
(NCAI) eliminated its education staff position in an internal power 
struggle. That position has never been restored. National 
Telecommunications Cooperative Association (NTCA) had just 
gone out of business. So for a decade and a half, NCAI, NIEA, 
and NTCA have not mounted a consistent lobbying effort on the 
hill. I went to one NCAI mid-year meeting 15 years ago, think- 
ing we were going on the hill. But instead we sat around in a hotel 
for two days and listened to Indian leaders talk. What frustration! 
Here we are in Washington DC but we were avoiding the action, 
which is always on the hill. 

I was also frustrated in trying to get people to go to DC. 
By about 1994 I had identified 2,700 people, my colleagues, 
whom I thought should be going to see their Senators and 
Representatives. I sent them all letters, and got 15 of them to go. 
Most of the 15 came from Adam Webster of Green Bay, Wis. who 
brought a van full of people. 

The next year I mailed letter to the same 2,700 people 
and got 17 to go. And we decided that Monday morning when we 
met to plan strategy that we would ask all members of Congress 
what other Indians they had seen during the year. By the end of 
that week, we had found out of the 80 people we had met with 
that only one had seen an Indian of any kind all year! By the way, 
our feet were killing us every day. When you go, wear tennis 
shoes. The marble halls of Congress are pure hell on feet. 

No wonder they don’t understand what the problems are 
in Indian Country. We don’t tell them. No wonder they think all 
Indians are rich from gaming, when in fact it is less than 2 per- 
cent of Indians are well off from gaming. They have no idea of 
what’s happening in Indian Country because they never hear from 
us. 

National Indian Impacted Schools Association (NIISA) 
has been lobbying regularly for years through its larger sister 
organization, the National Association of Federally Impacted 
Schools (NAFIS). NAFIS is headed by John Forkenbrock, who 
is known as “Mr. Impact Aid.” NAFIS represents both the Indian 
impact aid schools and the military impact aid schools. 

NAFIS has two meetings a year in DC and NIISA has 
its own meeting every summer as well. The NAFIS meetings will 


have 200 or more Indian representatives present. They spend a 
full day on the hill talking directly to members of Congress. Dr. 
Richard Bordeaux of Todd County Schools in South Dakota is the 
past president of both NAFIS and NIISA. I attended the NIISA 
summer meeting in Reno, Nev. in June, and was again highly 
impressed with the caliber of this organization. 

Brent Gish is the Executive Director of NIISA. He is also 
the Superintendent of the Mahnomen Public Schools in 
Minnesota, and I interviewed him later about the situation. He 
told me they started 15 years ago to lobby seriously. John 
Forkenbrock told them that the only way to grow is to tell their 
story to Congress personally. He said the best lobbyist is an Indian 
school board member. 

When I asked Brent what worked best when lobbying, 
he said they have found that talking about successes really helps. 
Many members of Congress still do not know how Indian schools 
have to have impact aid just to operate. But giving them the hard 
facts about the Indian child is their best resource. 

They are now working to develop a profile of the typi- 
cal Indian child to present to Congress. Congressional members 
do not understand the poverty of Indian Country and how it affects 
education, how Indian students have to travel up to 70 miles one 
way to get to school, and so on. Bryan Jernigan, the communica- 
tions director for NAFIS, is working on this profile, which origi- 
nated in a committee. 

Terry Smith, the representative from Wapato, Wash., who 
also runs the NIISA meeting, said it really helps to know your 
Congressional representative personally. The NIISA representa- 
tives have no trouble getting in to see their Congressional repre- 
sentative, according to both Terry and Brent. One of the frustra- 
tions we had when I was leading delegations to the hill was that 
we rarely got to meet with the actual representative. We usually 
got to meet with some staffer. But superintendents are important, 
so they know their representative on a first name basis. 

Brent is a longtime NIISA member. He has been super- 
intendent at Mahnomen for 1 3 years, and has been in the district 
for 31 years. He is a graduate of Mahnomen High School. And 
his grandmother’s sister was superintendent of the district in the 
1930s, after she was graduated high school in 1923. So he recog- 
nizes the importance of the program, and the support from the 
president for it. The White House usually does not include impact 
aid in its budget, he said, but President Bush has put it into his 
budget. This means the Congressional representatives who han- 
dle impact aid do not have to fight to get in put back in each year. 

NIGA and NCAI sometimes join NIISA in lobbying, 
Brent says, but he is not aware that NIEA ever does. And the trib- 
al offices in DC do not join them. He said we are still so frag- 
mented in Indian Country. We need a united front. The No Child 
Left Behind Act has put an additional burden on Indian land dis- 
tricts, he says. There is no immediate threat to impact aid now, 
but they need to get inflationary increases and an Indian lands 
supplemental as the military recently got. But the main battles, 
which they have never won, are to get the program fully funded 
and to get it forward funded. 

I am so glad that both NIISA and NIGA are on the hill 
on a regular basis. I just wish the other organizations-NCAI, 
NIEA, intertribals, and tribal offices-would join in and see the 
value of lobbying. And we need to have our own travel agency, 
to bring members of Congress out to Indian Country. We have a 
small cohort of members who look out for Indian interests-Inouye, 
Hayworth, Kildee, Nighthorse Campbell, Bingaman, and so on. 
But Indians do not make it onto the agenda of at least 500 of the 
535 members in a given year. 

If Indian Country ever gets into trouble again, such as 
the termination movement of the 1950s and 1960s, it will be 
because of the ignorance of the members about Indian affairs. I 
hope someday we will have a major impact on the hill year round. 

© Copyright, 2004. The opinions expressed here are Dr. 
Dean Chavers’, and do not necessarialy reflect the opinions of 
The Seminole Tribune or the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 


Letters & E-mail 


6300 Stirling Road Hollywood, FL 33024 ❖ tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Seminole Marketplace, 

I belong to a Sasha Doll Club 
and we held a three-day festival in Ft. 
Lauderdale in June 
of 2004. 1 have 
read Betty Mae 
Jumper’s book 
“Legends of the 
Seminoles” and in 
it is the legend of 
the Com Lady. At 
the festival, I gave 
away a helper gift, 

“The Corn Lady” 
video, which I pur- 
chased at the 
Seminole market- 
place online, along 
with a few other 
gifts. 

We would 
like to thank Betty 
Mae Jumper 
because the Sasha 
Festival was a great 
success [Editor’s 
note: please see the 
letter below]. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Ramshead 

Dear Bette Mae Jumper, 


The Sasha festival was a huge 
success! The ladies who put on the festi- 
val had made 



Seminole outfits for the dolls. 

I had put together a folder on the 
Corn Lady with a little story on you, and 
from the book “Legends of the 
Seminoles” a copy of the Corn Lady from 
the book. I also 
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included a cro- 
cheted pattern for a 
Corn Lady 
potholder. 

These 

were donated on 
your behalf along 
with the video 
“Legends of the 
Seminoles.” The 
lady who won the 
video sent me a 
note for you to 
read [Editor’s note: 
please see the letter 
below]. I have the 
cassette tape and I 
am enjoying it very 
much, especially 
the Com Lady. 

I just 

wanted to thank 
you again from the 
bottom of my 
heart! 

Sincerely, 

Laura 

Ramshead 

Hi Laura, 

I won the 
wonderful tape of 
Seminole stories, 


and it was the one item I wanted. I was so 
happy when I won and have really 
enjoyed it so much. 

As a child I never went to 
Florida, but I knew of the Seminole peo- 
ple. My Aunt Hazel would bring back 
postcards with all the colorful cloths, and 
my friend even had a doll. I have, for as 
long as I can remember, wanted to meet a 
Seminole and that happened this year for 
all of us when we came to Florida. The 
tape just means that I can have a part of 
that at home with me to see and enjoy 
anytime. 

On the tape you can see children, 
both Seminole and non-Seminole. If I, as 
a child, had gone to Florida that could 
have been me with all those other chil- 
dren; what fun. 

Please pass on how much this tape of sto- 
ries means to me. I love the Com Lady 
story the best. 

Thank you so much, 

Alexis 

Dear Editor, 

Hi, I hope you can help me. I 
was looking at the sofkee recipe on your 
website and I am a little confused it has 
baking soda in the recipe list, and in the 
instmetions it has to add teaspoon of bak- 
ing powder? Which one do you use? 
Thanks for your time 

Have a great day, 

Cherie 

Dear Cherie , 

You should use baking soda , not 
baking powder. 

Sincerely, 

Seminole Marketplace 

Dear Editor, 

I am the director of The 
Kidzeum, a children’s museum in 
Grenada Elementary School, Grenada, 
Miss. We are preparing for an exhibit 
about Seminoles, and have built a chickee 
house for our students to visit. I know that 
child will ask why it’s called a chickee 
house, and I can’t find the answer any- 
where. Can you help, please? 

Thanks so much, 

Eloise Portera, Director 

The Kidzeum 

Grenada Elementary School 
Dear Eloise, 

Chickee means house in the 
Miccosukee language. 

Sincerely, 

Seminole Marketplace 
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Billie Swamp Safari Debuts New 
‘Swamp Critter Show’ 

Swamp safari also features airboat rides , swamp buggy 
tours , eco-tours, Seminole culture and much more! 



Ray Becerra (right) educates visitors about birds of prey. 



Submitted by Gary Bitner 

BIG CYPRESS — An all-new swamp crit- 
ter show is on tap for visitors to Billie Swamp Safari, 
the Seminole Tribe’s popular tourist attraction in Big 
Cypress. The new show combines entertainment and 
education and includes several of the most interesting 
animals found on the reservation. The Seminoles treat 
the land with reverence and work hard to preserve the 
natural environment. As a result, the wonders of the 
Florida Everglades continue to bring joy to visitors 
from around the world. 

The Swamp Critter Show is scheduled daily 
at 1:15 p.m. and costs $8 for adults and $4 for chil- 
dren. Among the animals featured in the 45 minute 
show are the armadillo, skunk, opossum, ferret, 
southern razorback hog and Florida white-tailed deer, 
as well as non- venomous snakes such as the bald 
python and red rat snake. Birds of prey are also fea- 
tured, including owls and red-tailed hawks, as are 
tarantulas and scorpions. Shows will vary based on 
the availability of animals and their trainers. 


scheduled periodically throughout the day. The price 
is $8 for adults and $4 for children ages 4-12. 
Children up to age three are always free with a paid 
adult. 

Day packages are also available for purchase 
at the gift shop. Visitors should arrive no later than 2 
p.m. to enjoy each of the rides. The price is $38 for 
adults, $36 for seniors age 61 or over, and $24 for 
children ages 4-12. Children up to age three are free 
with a paid adult. In addition, AAA members are eli- 
gible for a 10 percent discount, and discounted rates 
are available for groups of 15 or more. 

A rustic camping village at Billie Swamp 
Safari includes native-style chickees for overnight 
stays. The overnight safaris run from noon to noon 
and include two swamp buggy eco-tours, one during 
the day and one during the evening, the alligator and 
snake educational show, campfire storytelling, chick- 
ee lodging and an airboat ride. For more information 
or reservations, call (800) 949-6101 or (863) 983- 
6101 or visit www.seminoletours.com on the Internet. 

The Big 

Cypress Campground 
offers RV sites, tent 
sites and air condi- 
tioned cabins. For 
more information, call 
(800) 437-4102 or 
(863) 983-1330. 

On the road to 
Billie Swamp Safari is 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum-the nation’s 
largest display of the 
life and culture of the 
Florida Seminoles. The 
museum includes 
5,000 square feet of 
exhibits in a modem 
museum adjacent to a 
cypress dome near the 
Florida Everglades. 
Visitors enjoy lifelike 
displays of how 
Seminoles lived in the 
1 800s, along with rare 
artifacts. Part of the 
Seminole collection on 
loan from the 
Smithsonian is featured 


Debi Lee 

Yusday Martinez (right) holds one of the animals from the new critter show. 



In addition to the Swamp Critter Show, 
swamp buggy eco-tours and airboat rides operate 
daily. Visitors can travel high above the wet prairie 
edge of Florida’s Everglades or glide effortlessly 
along an airboat trail. A separate venomous snake and 
alligator presentation is also scheduled to take place 
daily. Tme adventurers can stay overnight in a tradi- 
tional Seminole chickee surrounded by more than 
2,200 acres of abundant native wildlife. Visitors wit- 
ness first-hand the ecosystem of a land on the edge of 
civilization and the solitary beauty of tropical hard- 
wood hammocks, cypress domes, airplants and gum 
sloughs. They marvel at wildlife, from the rare pan- 
ther to alligators and crocodiles, deer, antelope, bison, 
and southern razorback hogs. 

In the main 

compound area, visitors 
can enjoy an authentic 
Seminole village with 
many native Seminole 
chickees, a nature trail, 
animal and bird 
exhibits, including a 
herpetarium, an alliga- 
tor pit, a council house, 
restaurant and gift 
shop. The gift shop is 
open from 8:30 a.m.-6 
p.m. and is filled with 
native arts, crafts, 
clothing, jewelry and 
souvenirs. The Swamp 
Water Cafe serves 
American fare and 
Seminole delicacies 
such as catfish, frog 
legs, gator tail nuggets, 
and traditional 
Seminole fry bread. It 
is open from 7:30 
a.m.-6 p.m. 

Billie Swamp 
Safari is open year 
‘round except 
Christmas Day. 

Admission is free and 
visitors are welcome to 
stroll the grounds and enjoy many of the displays 
without charge. Tickets for the Swamp Critter Show, 
airboat rides, swamp buggy eco-tours and alligator 
and snake educational show can be purchased indi- 
vidually or as a day package at the gift shop. 

The airboat rides operate every half hour 
from 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. The price is $12. Narrated 
Swamp Buggy Eco-Tours operate from 1 1 a.m.-5 
p.m. The price is $20 for adults, $18 for seniors age 
61 or over, and $10 for children ages 4-12. The 45- 
minute Alligator and Snake Educational Show is 


at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum, including moccasins, leggings, turtle shell 
rattles, silverwork, beaded sashes, and medicine bas- 
kets. The museum also has exhibits of its own hold- 
ings, including southeastern beaded shoulder bags 
and Seminole patchwork clothing. 

The exhibit gallery includes user-friendly 
computers where visitors can find more information 
on the Seminole Tribe’s rich history and culture. In 
addition to the informative exhibits, the Museum fea- 
tures a Legends Theater that presents the traditional 
beliefs and legends of the Seminoles in a camp-like 
setting. 

Topics include: transportation, economy:, 
history, rare artifacts, living village, spiritual beliefs, 
gift shop, and nature trail. 


Debi Lee 


The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is open daily 
except Monday and holidays from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Admission is $6 for adults and $3 for children up to 
age six. For more information, call (863) 902-1113. 

Billie Swamp Safari and the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum are located on the Big Cypress Seminole 
Reservation, midway between Fort Lauderdale and 
Naples off 1-75 (Alligator Alley). Take 1-75 to exit 
49, then drive north 19 miles. Sho-naa-bish! 
(Thanks!) 


Gus “One Bear” Batista has his hands full with baby gators. 
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Courtesy of Jim Allen 

The site plan for what the council oak and its surrounding area will look like. 


Big Plans for Historic Council Oak 



By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — With so many people to 
take care of and so many businesses to manage it’s 
hard for the tribe to remember everything. Perhaps 
because it’s a tree, most of us forget that the council 
oak needs our help from time to time. 

Jim Allen, CEO of Gaming Operations, rec- 
ognizes the importance of the council oak and has 
taken a personal interest in the welfare of the tree. 

“It started with mowing the lawn around it 
and making it look a little more presentable” said 
Allen “Then we started to notice that the tree was 


getting a little bit sickly, it didn’t look healthy so we, 
in the casino division, just took the initiative to have 
somebody come in and have an evaluation of the 
tree.” 

The diagnosis was not bad at all, it only 
needed two procedures: pruning and shooting fertiliz- 
er into the ground. With both procedures done the 


council oak is now on a regular maintenance sched- 
ule. 

Allen has landscapers Vila and Son check it 
on a monthly basis. Vila and Son also maintain the 
landscaping for the Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel. 

However, the improvements for the council 
oak do not end there. Plans for the beautification 
around the council oak have been approved by the 
council and should begin in September 2004. These 
plans include benches, flowers and other landscaping 
and irrigation for the council oak and landscaping. 

Long term 

care is also being con- 
sidered, funding for the 
upkeep of the oak and 
its surroundings will be 
incorporated into the 
casino’s budget starting 
with the new fiscal 
year. 

For those who 
are not familiar with 
the history of the 
Seminole tribe, this is 
the famed council oak 
that the restaurant 
Council Oak in the 
Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino is 
named after. 

The history 
and significance of the 
council oak is some- 
thing Allen plans to 
incorporate into the 
restaurant. Even at the site of the tree a plaque will be 
placed near its base telling the importance of this tree 
to the Seminole tribe. 

Thank you Jim Allen, for both your compas- 
sion and for acting on that compassion. Everything 
you are doing is greatly appreciated. 


Felix DoBosz 

The council oak tree as it appears today, thanks to some help from Jim Allen. 


* Council 

Continued from page 1 

“Each one of them speaks to issues that per- 
tain to the Seminole people,” she said. 

After telling the council that Native 
Americans are two-and-a-half times more likely to 
contract diabetes, Shalala reminded them that finding 
out more about the disease will have secondary 
rewards. 

“[The research aims] to save lives,” she said. 
“But more importantly to save heartache.” 

Tribal Treasurer Mike Tiger thanked Shalala 
for coming, and said the tribe is “looking forward to 
working closely with UM in the future.” Max 
Osceola Jr. also thanked Shalala, and said the council 
will discuss sponsoring these programs in the future. 

Executive Administrator Ken Fields then 
went over the 10 item consent agenda, and the coun- 
cil unanimously approved the items. Fields then 
called Education Director Louise Gopher up to speak 
on a resolution that will honor the late Billy Cypress. 

This resolution, which passed unanimously, 
changed the name of the Higher Education 
Scholarship Program to the Billy L. Cypress 
Scholarship Program. This change is fitting, accord- 
ing to Cypress’s widow Carol Cypress since “he real- 
ly did love learning.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress said the tribe 
will also honor Cypress at the Veteran’s Day celebra- 
tion in Big Cypress next month. 


The next resolution dealt with allowing trib- 
al citizens to enter residential treatment programs, if 
the treatment they need is not provided by the family 
services department. Family Services Director Crissie 
Carter spoke on this resolution and the council unani- 
mously approved it. 

Director of Law Enforcement Mike Floyd 
informed the council on the next resolution. This 
dealt with expanding voluntary cooperation between 
law enforcement agencies. The resolution passed 
unanimously, and Seminole law enforcement can now 
share applicable information with surrounding area 
law enforcement agencies. 

Fields then informed the council that the 
Seminole police department and the aviation depart- 
ment located the pilot, John Kagan, who crashed his 
Hughes 500 helicopter in Big Cypress on Thursday 
August 19. He commended those who were pivotal in 
Kagan’s rescue. 

One of the final resolutions the council 
voted on was a sponsorship agreement with 
Winterfest, Inc., the company that puts on the annual 
Winterfest Boat Parade. The council approved this 
sponsorship unanimously, and now the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino’s logo will be featured on 
all advertisement for the boat parade, and all radio 
ads will mention the Hard Rock. 

This sponsorship agreement will last five 
years, beginning with this year’s boat parade in 
December going all the way through to the 2008 
Winterfest Boat Parade. 



Criminal Defense 
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The Seminole Tribe of Florida Presents 


Ahfachkeke M usic 
Festival 



4 

10 a .m. - 6 p .m. 

I’MEgFX&BM S °TO 


SUPPORT HURRICANE CHARLEY VICTIMS BY MAKING 
A CASH DONATION AT THE BENEFIT 

John Anderson Bllamy 
B rothers 

Je sse Sc Noah Bellamy 


Celebrate Labor Day at 
Afachkeke Festival 

Tribe Supports Hurricane Charley Recovery Fund 



By Shelley Marmor 

In case you haven’t heard already, the 
Seminole Tribe is presenting the Afachkeke 
Festival at the Big Cypress Seminole reservation 
rodeo arena. The festival will take place on 
Saturday, September 4, from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Labor Day weekend. 

The idea for the festival came from Big 
Cypress Tribal Councilman David Cypress. 
However, after the recent tragedy caused by 
Hurricane Charley on Florida’s west coast, the 
Afachkeke Festival will now join the many efforts 
to provide relief to the victims. 

Visitors are encouraged to visit the 
“Hurricane Charley Recovery 
Fund — Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors” table, set 
up onsite at the festi- 
val. Representatives 
from the tribe’s 
department of 
emergency 
services will 
be collecting 
donations. All 
the money 
will be split 
50/50 

between the 
Red Cross and the 
Salvation Army for 
those in the hardest hit 
counties (Lee, Collier, 

Charlotte, Glades, Hendry, and DeSoto). Although 
the Afachkeke Festival is a free event, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress and David Cypress encourage 
donations. 

Afachkeke is the Miccosukee word mean- 
ing “a happy day.” The festival got its name from 
Seminole tribal citizen Mary Tigertail because she 
thought it would best describe the event. 

The Afachkeke Festival is a family affair 
and will feature a children’s village. While at the 
village, youngsters can jump around in the bounce 
house, get their faces painted by a clown, and even 
enjoy some popcorn and a snow cone. The adults 
will not be left out in the food department 
either-vendors will be onsite selling Seminole cui- 
sine. 

Gates at the festival will open at 10 a.m. 
The Seminole Color Guard, consisting of Paul 
Bowers, Stephen Bowers, Mitchell Cypress and 
Charles Hiers Billie, will appear shortly after at 1 1 
a.m. Tribal citizen Jessica Buster will follow the 
Color Guard with the singing of the national 
anthem. Brian Zepeda, Operations Director at the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, will emcee the festival. 

There will be lots of music to enjoy. The 
first of five bands will be Smoken. They will take 
the stage for a 30 minute set beginning at 11:30 
a.m. 


Mival 


Smoken features Hollywood tribal 
employee Vinnie Fontana on the bass guitar. 
Fontana said they will do mostly cover songs at 
Afachkeke, playing tunes from artists including 
Janis Joplin and Trick Pony. The band also has two 
CDs out, so pay close attention for original materi- 
al. 

Tribal citizen Paul Buster his Cowbone 
Band will follow Smoken for a 30 minute set. 

Jesse & Noah take the stage at 1:30 p.m., 
and will play for 45 minutes. They are the sons of 
the David Bellamy, one half of the Bellamy 
Brothers, which will perform immediately follow- 
ing Jesse & Noah’s performance. 

David 

Bellamy and his 
brother 
Howard 
Bellamy, bet- 
ter known as 
the Bellamy 
Brothers, will 
take the stage at 
2:45 p.m. and play for 
90 minutes. The 
Bellamy Brothers are 
co-headlining the fes- 
W tival along with John 

Anderson. 

These two 

have been making music for more than two 
decades, and will no doubt play some of the hits 
they are known for, including “Let Your Love 
Flow” and “For All the Wrong Reasons.” The 
Bellamy Brothers are the most nominated duo in 
country music today, so they definitely know how 
to entertain a crowd. 

The final musical event at the Afachkeke 
Festival is co-headliner John Anderson, who will 
appear on stage at 4:45 p.m. and play until the fes- 
tival’s close at 6 p.m. He is a country music legend 
with more than 20 albums to his credit and more 
than 30 songs that have made the Billboard top 20 
chart. 

With so many hit songs, Anderson will 
have a hard time picking and choosing which ones 
to play. One song that will likely make the cut is 
“Seminole Wind,” a songs the brought the house 
down at the grand opening of the Tampa Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in March. 

Directions: From Naples or Fort 
Lauderdale take 1-75 to Exit 49, then 16 miles 
north on Snake Road (County Road 833), From 
Fort Myers take State Road 80 east through 
LaBelle to 833 south through the Big Cypress 
Reservation, Rodeo grounds on right (west) side of 
road. From Lake Okeechobee take SR 27 south to 
80 west three miles to 833. For further informa- 
tion, please call (561) 308-0101. Also visit our 
website for a printable map 
www.seminoletribe.com/afachkeke. 



John Anderson Bellamy Brothers 



10 a.m. - Gates Open 
11 a.m. - Seminole Color Guard 
11:30 a.m. - Smoken 
12:30 p.m. - Cowbone Band 
1:30 p.m. - Jesse & Noah Bellamy 
2:45 p.m. - Bellamy Brothers 
4:45 p.m. - John Anderson 
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Free parking. No alcoholic beverages or coolers allowed, not responsible for lost or damaged property. Directions: 
From Naples or Ft. Lauderdale take 1-75 to EXIT 49, then 16 miles north on Snake Road (County Road 833). 
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Adelsa Williams 


(L-R) Thommy Doud, Robert North Sr., Catherine Jumper, Amber Giehtbrock, Angie Margotta, Damon 
“Leon” Pewo, Robert North Jr., Herbert Jim, Catlin Jim, Max Osceola Jr., and Neko Osceola (front). 


Boys & Girls Club Discuss 
Ultimate Warrior Experience 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Following the Ultimate 
Warrior Challenge trip to Snake River, Idaho in June, 
The Boys and Girls Club gathered for a luncheon 
held on the Hollywood reservation at June Tiger’s 
property. 

Boys & Girls Club member and warrior 
experience traveler, Robert North Jr., opened the 
event with prayer. 

Herbert Jim, Seminole preschool language 
instructor and Coordinator Robert North Sr. conduct- 
ed a series of questions for the youth regarding their 
learned experiences during their traditional and spiri- 
tual adventure. 

North started by explaining the different 
kind of activities the group encountered while on the 
trip. The group camped each night and had all provi- 
sions and drew upon ancestry on how to live off the 
land. 

For young warrior Catlin Jim, it was excit- 
ing since it was his first time riding in an airplane 
while Damon “Leon” Pewo said that he was scared to 
“fall in” while rafting the Snake River. 

During the rafting experience, the youth 
learned about teamwork. Everyone took turns playing 
captain while on the paddle boat. This required the 
team to trust the captain’s command for proper steer- 
ing of the paddle boat while rafting on the rough 
rapids. 

Besides rafting, the youth seemed enthusias- 
tic sharing their fishing experiences. After catching a 
fish, the youth learned how to cut and clean a fish. 

“It was only gross when the tail was still 
moving,” said Damon “Leon” Pewo. 

Herbert Jim asked the youth how they felt 
about the spiritual aspect of the trip and being 
exposed to the ancestral Nez Perce people’s sacred 
lands. 


“Tense and emotional,” said Robert North Jr. 

“I felt like something was watching us all 
the time,” said Catlin Jim. 

Robert North Sr. asked this final question to 
the youth; what is a warrior? 

“Someone who accepts challenges,” 
answered Neko Osceola. 

Catlin Jim said, “A warrior is a person that’s 
not afraid and fights within the heart, has a good 
soul, helps others, is emotional, and has love.” 

Herbert Jim added that a warrior is someone 
who is full of understanding of their native traditional 
ways. 

“We [Seminoles] are warriors because we 
are passed down from our ancient wars, and today we 
are here because of our soldiers,” said Herbert Jim, 
“If an elder has something to say, listen, because they 
are trying to tell you something, you just don’t under- 
stand it yet, but later in life you will find a place to 
use these teachings.” 

Hollywood Councilman Max Osceola Jr. 
attended the luncheon to congratulate the youth and 
shared a couple of words of wisdom as well. 

“Congratulations, you did something on 
your own, even though you had people with you,” 
said Osceola, “We can tell you how to do it, but now 
you saw how everything is done.” 

“You are all warriors, you have strength, and 
we want to show you that you can get high without 
using drugs or alcohol, high on life. When you’re 
strong, you make your family strong and you can 
make the tribe strong.” 

Osceola encouraged the students to pass the 
word to their friends and advise on any other chal- 
lenges they can come up with. 

“You are tomorrow, we want to prepare you 
for that, so you can make the right choices,” conclud- 
ed Osceola. 



Adelsa Williams 


Hollywood Council Representative Max Osceola Jr. addresses the youth. 
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Hurricane Evacuation Shelters 




Big Cypress 

Family Investment Center 
Community Center 


Hollywood 

DSO Building 



Brighton 

Senior Center 


Brighton 

Pre-School 



Immokalee 

Immokalee High School 


Before Hurricane Season Starts YOU SHOULD: 


Assemble your Disaster Supply Kit. 

These items are often scattered around your home 
and simply need to be brought together into one 
location. 

□ Water - at least 1 gallon daily per person for 3 to 
7 days 

□ Food - at least enough for 3 to 7 days 

— non-perishable packaged or canned food / 
juices 

— foods for infants or the elderly 

— snack foods 

— non-electric can opener 

— cooking tools / fuel 

— paper plates / plastic utensils 

□ Blankets / Pillows, etc. 

□ Clothing - seasonal / rain gear/ sturdy shoes 

□ First Aid Kit / Medicines / Prescription Drugs 

□ Special Items - for babies and the elderly 

□ Toiletries / Hygiene items / Moisture wipes 

□ Flashlight / Batteries 

□ Radio - Battery operated and NOAA weather 
radio 

□ Cash - Banks and ATMs may not be open or 
available for extended periods. 

□ Keys 

□ Toys, Books and Games 

□ Important documents - in a waterproof container 

— insurance, medical records, bank account 
numbers, Social Security card, etc. 

□ Tools - keep a set with you during the storm 

□ Vehicle fuel tanks filled 

□ Pet care items 

— proper identification / immunization records / 
medications 

— ample supply of food and water 

— a carrier or cage 

— muzzle and leash 


Write out your Family Disaster Plan. 

Discuss the possible hazards with your family. 

Determine if you are in an evacuation area. Identify 

an out-of-town family contact. 

□ Discuss the type of hazards that could affect 
your family. Know your home’s vulnerability to 
storm surge, flooding and wind. 

□ Locate a safe room or the safest areas in your 
home for each hurricane hazard. In certain cir- 
cumstances the safest areas may not be your 
home but within your community. 

□ Determine escape routes from your home and 
places to meet. These should be measured in 
tens of miles rather than hundreds of miles. 

□ Have an out-of-state friend as a family contact, 
so all your family members have a single point 
of contact. 

□ Make a plan now for what to do with your pets if 
you need to evacuate. 

□ Post emergency telephone numbers by your 
phones and make sure your children know how 
and when to call 911. 

□ Check your insurance coverage - flood damage 
is not usually covered by homeowners insur- 
ance. 

□ Stock non-perishable emergency supplies and a 
Disaster Supply Kit. 

□ Use a NOAA weather radio. Remember to 
replace its battery every 6 months, as you do 
with your smoke detectors. 

□ Take First Aid, CPR and disaster preparedness 
classes. 


Helpful Internet Websites: 

National Hurricane Center 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

http://www.fema.gov 

American Red Cross 

http ://www. americanredcross . org 


When a Hurricane Watch is issued YOU SHOULD: 


Check your Disaster Supply Kit. 

Make sure nothing is missing. Determine if there is 
anything you need to supplement your kit. 
Replenish your water. 


Activate your Family Disaster Plan. 
Protective measures should be initiated, especially 
those actions that require extra time (for example, 
securing a boat or leaving a barrier island). 


When a Hurricane Warning is issued YOU SHOULD: 

Ready your Disaster Supply Kit for use. Use your Family Disaster Plan. 

If you need to evacuate, you should bring your Your family should be in the process of completing 

Supply Kit with you. protective actions and deciding the safest location 

to be during the storm. 


Donations for Hurricane Charley Victims 


For anyone wishing to donate 
items to the victims of Hurricane 
Charley, you may bring your items to 
the following donations areas: 
Hollywood: Seminole Police 
Department, Tribal Office Building, 
Lobby 

Big Cypress: Seminole Tribe Fire 
Rescue 

Brighton: Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue 
Immokalee: Go to Big Cypress or 
Brighton Area 

Tampa: Seminole Police Department 
Most requested items are: 
Tarps, baby care items, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, pet and live stock food, 
paper products, charcoal and can 
openers. Only non-perishable items 
please. 

For additional information, 
please contact department of emer- 
gency services at (863) 983-2150. 



NOAA / wunderground.com 
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Delegates Enjoy Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum During USET Conference 



Tom Andrew 


(L-R) Juan Torrer, Cesar Arciero and Chris McHaney 
put out the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum welcome sign for 
USET delegates during their semi-annual meeting held 
June 14-17. 


By Tom Gallaher 

BIG CYPRESS — Tour guides 
Sarah Kirkland and Chris McHaney, along 
with Museum Director David Blackard gave 
about 50 United Southern and Eastern Tribes 
(USET) delegates a tour of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum. The delegates ventured across the 
Everglades during the semi-annual USET 
meeting held at the Hollywood Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, June 14-17. 

Delegates from many of the 24 
USET member tribes saw the five-screen film 
entitled “We Seminoles” and toured the 
exhibit gallery. Some also walked the nature 
trail and visited the new curatorial museum. 

“They loved the museum display,” 
said Curator of Education Mornin Osceola. 
“Some didn’t go to visit the nature trail, but 
the ones who did go on the boardwalk really 
enjoyed it.” 

The purpose of the USET meeting 
was “to strengthen relationships between the 
tribes and the agencies and organizations with 
which they interact daily by inviting represen- 
tatives of those agencies and organizations to 
provide valuable information to the board and 
members,” according to a press release. 

The attendees also enjoyed the beau- 
tiful surroundings and the hospitality of the 
Seminoles during their field trip to the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and Big Cypress reserva- 
tion. 


Meet the Real Estate Department Staff 


Real estate employees: (L-R) Jennifer Kolakowski, Director Fred 
Hopkins and Dawna Bowman. 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The real 
estate services department is located in 
the first floor of the Seminole Tribe 
headquarters in Hollywood and is com- 
posed of three employees. 

The department’s main func- 
tion is to assist everyone who intends 
to use or occupy tribal land for busi- 
ness or residential purposes. The 
process begins with an application to 
obtain a permit, lease or other form of 
legal authorization. 

The department is responsible 
for the progress of these applications 
through development review, land use 
commission, presentation before the 
Tribal Council for approval and ratifi- 
cation by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

The department also arranges for a 
boundary survey of the subject proper- 
ty as required. 

Real estate services is fre- 
quently called upon by the Tribal 
Council to evaluate real estate matters, 
mediate boundary or other land use disputes, and pro- 
vide recommendations. On occasion, individual tribal 
members request advice regarding personal family 
real estate matters and Real Estate Services is pre- 
pared to assist them. 


Department Director Fred Hopkins said, “If 
it’s real estate related, call or come by and our staff 
will by happy to assist.” 

You may contact the real estate services 
department at (954) 966-6300, direct (954) 967-3400, 
or by fax (954) 967-3497. 



Tribal Office Adds Temporary Parking 



By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — For those employees 


Building and grounds employee breaks through cement on the 
south side of the lot, clearing the way for additional parking. 


yearning for additional parking spaces at the main 
tribal office, your wish has come true-at least tem- 
porarily. An additional parking area 
has been added at the south side of 
the parking lot. 

“We’ll be adding about 30 
temporary parking spaces, which 
will be used primarily for the serv- 
ice vehicles,” said Building and 
Grounds Assistant Manager Alex 
Adams. 

This will include field 
vehicles, buses, trucks, vans, and 
trailers. 

Hollywood Council 
Representative Max Osceola Jr., 
approved the use of the vacant lot, 
located on 40th Street. This should 
alleviate the parking situation until 
home construction begins in the 
near future. 

Future plans are in the 
works to add permanent parking 
Felix DoBosz spaces along the service road locat- 
ed near the Stirling Road under- 
pass. 


Labor Day Singing 

On Sunday September 5, First Seminole 
Baptist Church will hold a Labor Day singing 
event. Dinner starts at 5:30 p.m., and singing 
begins at 7:00 p.m. 

For more information, please call Vivian 
Delgado at (954) 444-2954, or the First Seminole 
Baptist Church at (954) 585-0400, fax at (954) 
585-0311. 


Celebrate Grandparent’s 
Day On September 12 

Sunday, September 12, is National 
Grandparent’s Day. It is a day to honor and 
remember our grandparents, to give grandparents 
an opportunity to show love for their children’s 
children, and to help children become aware of 
the strength, information and guidance older 
people can offer. 


Boys & Girls Club of 
the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Essay 
Contest 


Subject: “What Veteran’s Day Means to Me” 
Entries must be received by September 24 and 
turned in to the chairman’s office in 
Hollywood. 

The winners will be asked to 
read their essay at the 
Veteran’s Day celebration at 
the Big Cypress entertain- 
ment complex on November 
9. 

Winners and winning 
essays will also appear 
in The Seminole 
Tribune . 

Please call (954) 967- 
3900 with any ques- 
tions. 



Dolphins Football Season is Here 

Hollywood community members may get their name on the Miami Dolphins ticket list. For 
more information, contact Robin Osceola at (954) 214-0155 

Sunday September 12, DOLPHINS VS TITANS, 1 p.m. 

Sunday September 26, DOLPHINS VS STEELERS, 1 p.m. 

Sunday October 3, DOLPHINS VS JETS, 4:15 p.m. 

Sunday October 24, DOLPHINS VS RAMS, 1 p.m. 

Sunday November 7, DOLPHINS VS CARDINALS, 1 p.m. 

Sunday December 5, DOLPHINS VS BILLS, 1 p.m. 

Sunday December 20, DOLPHINS VS PATRIOTS, 9 p.m. 

Sunday December 26, DOLPHINS VS BROWNS, 8:30 p.m. 


Seminoles Starting a New Life in Idaho 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — Seminole artist Erica 
Deitz is starting a new chapter in her life. Deitz, her 
husband Bruce and their two children recently moved 
to Idaho. Deitz is the daughter of Robert and 
Josephine North and Bruce Deitz is the son of the late 
Ruby Deitz. 

The Hollywood reservation has been their 
home for many years. The move to Idaho is not done 
on a whim; the Dietz’s have been planning this for 
several years and have been house hunting. 

Deitz also hopes that the change of scenery 
will bring new inspiration to her art work. Her cre- 
ations have received numerous awards not only with- 
in the tribe but internationally. The move will also 
allow her to dedicate more time to her art and to 
explore into other art mediums. She especially looks 
forward to delving into jewelry making. 


Before moving, Deitz was the material/artist 
developer for the Seminole preschool language 
department where she created educational material 
specially developed for Seminole children. She will 
continue to work with the tribe on a consultation 
basis. 

Deitz looks forward to the change in seasons 
but most of all she said she wants to “use this [move] 
to prove myself, and not rely on the tribe.” 

Deitz and her family are not moving to 
another reservation but they do have family nearby. 
Dietz's father-in-law lives nearby and did the final 
walk through of their new home. 

Deitz has been teased about moving; most 
people tell her that she’ll be back, but to this tribal 
citizen, it’s wonderful that they’re experiencing life 
outside of Florida and not a reservation. Good luck to 
the Deitz family! 


T hink Your Job is Dangerous? Just Ask 
Jonathan Vazquez and Ray Becerra 


By Michael Kelly 

BIG CYPRESS — Alligators, snakes, birds 
of prey, and various lizards are just some of the 
“clients” Jonathan Vazquez and Ray Becerra work 
with on a daily basis at the Billie Swamp Safari and 
Everglades Eco-Tours in Big Cypress. And even 
though these skilled professionals know that one 
wrong move could be fatal, they thoroughly enjoy 
their jobs. 

Vazquez, operations manager at Billie 
Swamp Safari and Ray Becerra, general falconer, 
have the dubious honor of handling South Florida’s 
most dangerous 
animals. 

With 

years of experi- 
ence, they both 
display a cool 
confident 
demeanor, even 
when dealing 
with 1 0-foot alli- 
gators and ven- 
omous snakes. 

Vazquez, who 
specializes in 
alligator 
wrestling, and 
appears on the 
cover of the 
Billie Swamp 
Safari brochure, 
has been inter- 
ested in reptiles 
since age four. 

“My 

father loves rep- 
tiles,” said Vazquez. “No doubt that rubbed off on 
me.” 

According to Vazquez, nearly all the tourists 
that visit the Billie Swamp Safari come to see the 
alligators. But even though alligators take up a major- 
ity of his day, snakes are his first passion. 

Not surprisingly, on his free time, Vazquez 
enjoys tracking down the slithery creatures, traveling 
from the barren deserts of Arizona to the hot and 
humid climate of Costa Rica. 

“I consider it fun research,” said Vazquez. “I 


enjoy finding snakes, taking photos and handling 
them.” 

Vazquez also looks for abnormalities in the 
various species to make sure they’re healthy. 

Ray Becerra takes pride in educating visitors 
from all over the world about the birds of prey found 
in Big Cypress. Birds of prey, or raptors, are birds 
with keen eyesight, strong curved beaks and long 
curved strong talons. Like Vazquez, Becerra is a reg- 
istered class one, two and three state licensed handler, 
which allows him to demonstrate these beautiful ani- 
mals throughout the state of Florida and U.S. 

“I have 

a lot of respect 
for the animals 
that I handle,” 
said Becerra. “I 
love what I do.” 

Becerra 
also spends time 
with a fellow 
nature enthusi- 
ast, Manny Puig. 
Originally from 
Cuba, Puig has 
the unbelievable 
ability to con- 
nect with all 
types of ani- 
mals, including 
sharks and alli- 
gators. 

“I’m 

good friends 
with him,” said 
Becerra. “I 
would like to 

invite him to visit the reservation.” 

Becerra, who has worked for the tribe for 
the past seven years and lives in Big Cypress, con- 
ducts shows anywhere he is asked. 'T've done televi- 
sion programs, and lot of other places in the U.S. 

Between the both of them, Vazquez and 
Becerra have nearly 30 years on experience com- 
bined. And whether they're educating people about 
alligators, panthers, or poisonous rattlesnakes, visitors 
at the Billie Swamp Safari can relax, knowing they’re 
in good hands. 



Felix DoBosz 


Ray Becerra holds a falcon, one of the birds of prey on display at 
Billie Swamp Safari. 


South Florida Institute 
of Sports Medicine 0 

DeSimone & Moya, M.D, P.A, 

DeSimone * Moya ■ Haas * Bodner * Dovie 

Foot, Ankle & Leg Specialist of South Florida, Inc. 
Sheinberg * Bollo • Felton * Lotnfo 
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• Pediatric Orthopaedics 

• Arthroscopic Surgery of: 

{Foot, Ankle, Knee, Shoulder, Elbow and Wrist) 

• Knee Ligament Reconstruction 

• Rotator Cuff/Injuries/Tennis Elbow 
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• Neck and Back Injuries 

• Foot and Ankle Surgery 

■ Bunion and Hammertoe Correction 

• Heel and Arch Pain 

• Carpel Tunnel Surgery 

• Fractures and Sprains 
Flat Feet 

• In Grown Toenail (Permanent Correction) 

• Joint Replacement Surgery 
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Seniors Learn Nutrition Tips and 
Play ‘Healthier You Bingo’ 



Shelley Marmor 


(L-R) Maggie Osceola and Mary Gay Osceola participate in a game 
of bingo over a healthy breakfast at the Senior Center. 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

Thursday August 12, eight seniors 
met at the Senior Center to learn 
healthy eating tips from Shannon 
McKeown, tribal health educator, 
and have some fun playing a few 
games of bingo. 

McKeown showed the sen- 
iors about 10 transparencies on the 
overhead projector that covered 
several health-related topics. The 
topics included: old Native 
American diets versus present day 
diets, factors contributing to death, 
good foods to eat and added sugars 
in the typical U.S. diet. 

Only a few decades ago, 

McKeown said the Native 
American diet consisted of less fat 
and more fiber. She also added that 
during that time people exercised 
much more. These two changes 
have caused many health problems 
on the reservations, according to 
McKeown. 

She also discussed diabetes, possibly the 
most significant health-related problem facing Native 


pi^L 



Shelley Marmor 

Health Educator Shannon McKeown talks to sen- 
iors about the importance of healthy eating. 


Americans. McKeown informed the seniors that 
lifestyle choices-including diet, exercise and stress 
level-account for 5 1 percent of the reason behind 
people developing diabetes. Therefore, she said it can 
be prevented more often than not. 

“You have the control to make the choice to 
get or not get a disease like diabetes,” McKeown 
said. “I’m here to tell you you’re not destined to get 
diabetes.” 

McKeown informed the seniors of what 
foods will help them stay healthy; including carrots, 
spinach, beans, soy foods, salmon and other cold 
water fish and whole citrus fruits, to name a few. She 
said it is helpful not to think of eating healthy as a 
diet, which implies that there is a dietary restriction. 
McKeown said people should not focus on what they 
can’t eat and focus on what they can. 

After going through all her informational 
transparencies, McKeown began the “Healthier You 
Bingo” game. This bingo game, however, was not the 
typical game because there was a lot more thinking 
involved. 

Once one of the players had one of the bingo 
numbers McKeown picked out they also had to 
answer a question about the nutritional presentation 
they just saw to earn the stamp on their bingo card. 

The three winners for bingo were: first place 
Maggie Osceola, second place Mary Gay Osceola 
and David Jumper in third. Each person won a gift 
basket with healthy food items including, bananas, 
grapes, plums, soy protein bars, whole grain cereal 
and green tea. 


Ninth Annual Brighton Youth Conference 



By: Emma Brown 

TAMPA — The Ninth Annual Brighton 
Youth Conference was held at the Tampa Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino from Sunday August 
1-Thursday August 5. The conference began on 
Sunday evening with a dinner and opening cere- 
monies. 

During the opening ceremonies there was a 


Emma Brown 

Youngsters practiced their beadwork at the youth conference. 


dedication to Dawn Snow Fertitta, who the Brighton 
community sadly lost last year. Fertitta was a very 
involved member of the youth conference and this 
year’s conference was dedicated in her memory. 


Each day began at 6 a.m. with fitness hour 
for the energetic early birds. On the first morning of 
the conference, Light Foot, a Native American actor 
and spokesperson, spoke with the entire group and 
delivered an eye opening message to the parents and 
children. 

Light Foot spoke about the importance of 
being in touch with your creator and about the impor- 
tance of prayer. Following breakfast 
each morning, all participants report- 
ed to class to begin the day. 

There were many different 
departments from within the tribe 
that were conducting classes for the 
youth conference. The health depart- 
ment, family services, education, 
recreation, Seminole police depart- 
ment, language and culture, and fire 
rescue all volunteered their time to 
teach the Seminole youth about their 
departments’ services. It is a won- 
derful sight to see all of the tribe’s 
resources being utilized for such a 
purpose. 

Planned activities, such as a 
trip to Busch Gardens and Universal 
Studios Islands Of Adventure® took 
place each afternoon after lunch. On 
Wednesday night, the conference 
ended with a talent and traditional 
clothing contest. 

It was amazing to see how 
many talented young Seminoles the 
Brighton community has, and how 
the youth conference and the sharing 
that goes on there abolishes the stage fright that many 
of them deal with. The youth conference, as always, 
was a fun- filled, learning-enriched week for the entire 
family. 


Don’t Delay; Get Your Flu Shot Today! 


It’s hard to believe the flu season is upon us 
already. It seems like only yesterday that we observed 
hundreds of people waiting in line to receive their flu 
shot. To their surprise and disappointment, many of 
them were turned away due to the shortage of the flu 
vaccine. The following guidelines can help you 
decide whether the flu shot is right for you. 

Why should I get the flu shot? Medicare 
provides four reasons why: 

1 . The flu is serious business. The flu is not 
just a runny nose or upset stomach. It is a serious ill- 
ness that can lead to pneumonia. At least 45,000 
Americans die each year from influenza and pneumo- 
nia, the sixth leading cause of death in the United 
States. 90 percent of these deaths are among people 
65 years of age or over. 

2. The flu can be very dangerous for people 
50 and older. People 50 years of age or over should 
get a flu shot, unless they are allergic to eggs. It’s 
also important for those with a chronic illness, and 
for those who spend a lot of time around sick or eld- 
erly people. 

Some of the most common symptoms of the 
flu are fever, chills, headache, dry cough, runny or 
stuffy nose, sore throat, and muscle aches. Unlike 
other common respiratory infections such as the 
common cold, the flu can cause extreme 
fatigue lasting several days to more than a 
week. The flu is spread easily from person 
to person primarily when an infected per- 
son coughs or sneezes, just like the com- 
mon cold. 

After a person has been 
infected with the virus, symptoms 
usually appear within two to four 
days. The infection is considered 
contagious for another three to four 
days after symptoms appear. 

Often times, the flu is mistaken- 
ly associated with what people 
call the stomach flu. While it is 
true that some children who suf- 
fer from the flu will sometimes 
experience nausea and vomiting, 
the flu mainly causes severe upper respiratory diffi- 
culty in adults. Plus, the flu cannot be treated with 
antibiotics because it’s a virus, just like the common 
cold. The best treatment for the flu is prevention. 

3. A flu shot is safe and helps you protect 
others. Flu shots are safe and effective. And when 
you get a flu shot, you help yourself and those around 
you. By avoiding the flu, you avoid giving it to 
friends and family. 

4. Medicare Part B pays for it. When you 
have Medicare Part B and you get your flu shot from 
a Medicare provider, you pay no co-insurance or 
deductible. Also, if the person giving the shot agrees 
not to charge more than the amount Medicare pays, 
you pay nothing. 

Medicare Part B also pays for the pneumo- 
coccal vaccination. Ask your health care provider 
about both of these vaccines. (Note: Managed Care 
Plan members may be required to get shots from their 
Managed Care Plan. Ask your Managed Care Plan for 
more information.) 

You can get a flu shot at your doctor’s 
office. You may also be able to get a flu shot from 
your local health department or from other health- 
care providers. Medicare Part B will pay for the shot 
no matter where you get it, as long as the health care 



provider agrees not to charge you more than 
Medicare pays. 

To find local health care providers who 
accept Medicare as payment in full for the flu shot, 
contact 1 -800-MEDICARE or search Medicare’s 
website at www.medicare.gov. 

Other common questions about flu shots 

include: 

When should I get the flu shot? Influenza is 
most common in the U.S. from December to April, so 
it’s best to get the flu shot from October through mid- 
November. The vaccine begins to protect you after 
one to two weeks. 

Do I need a flu shot every year? Yes. 
Although only a few different influenza viruses circu- 
late at any given time, people continue to become ill 
with the flu throughout their lives. The reason for this 
continuing susceptibility is that influenza viruses are 
continually changing, usually as a result of mutations 
in the viral genes. 

Each year the vaccine is updated to include 
the most current influenza virus strains. The fact that 
influenza viruses continually change is one of the 
reasons vaccine must be taken every year. 

Another reason is that antibody produced by 
the person in response to the vaccine 

declines over time, and anti- 
body levels are often low one 
year after vaccination. 

Uh oh, I have the flu. 
What do I do? Once a person 
has the flu, treatment usually 
consists of resting in bed, drink- 
ing plenty of fluids, and taking 
medication such as aspirin or acet- 
aminophen to relieve fever and dis- 
comfort. Children with the flu should 
not take aspirin because of the asso- 
ciated risk of a rare, but very serious 
illness called Reyes syndrome. 

When should I call my 
doctor? Call your doctor if you have 
any signs of the flu. You should also 
contact your doctor if you have 
breathing or heart problems, or other serious health 
problems, you are taking drugs that fight cancer 
(chemotherapy) or weaken your body’s natural 
defenses against illness, you feel sick and don’t seem 
to be getting better, you have a cough that begins to 
produce phlegm and turns wet, and/or you are wor- 
ried about your health and have other questions. 

Medicare currently provides coverage for flu 
and pneumonia vaccinations. Medicare covers one flu 
shot a year, in the fall or winter. All people with 
Medicare are covered. You do not pay for a flu shot if 
the doctor or health care provider accepts assignment. 

While Medicare strongly encourages people 
50 years and older to get their annual flu shot, be sure 
to contact your physician if you are unsure if you 
need a flu shot. If a flu shot is recommended, don’t 
delay; get your flu shot today. 

Flu shots will be available in October 
through reservation clinics. To contact one of them, 
please call (954) 962-2009 in Hollywood, (863) 983- 
5151 in Big Cypress, and (863) 763-0271 in 
Brighton. You may also contact 1 -800-MEDICARE 
or log onto http://www.medicare.gov to find a 
provider near you. 


Seminole Tribe Department of Emergency 
Services Announces Free Smoke Alarms 


Seminole Tribe’s department of emergency 
services will issue smoke alarms as part of Fire 
Prevention Week, October 3-9. As part 
of a community-wide fire prevention 
effort, firefighters from the department 
of emergency services will issue to 
tribal families a free smoke alarm. 

The Free Smoke Alarm 
Program is part of Fire Prevention 
Week 2004, a public safety cam- 
paign intended to educate chil- 
dren and families about fire 
safety. This year’s theme, “Test 
Your Smoke Alarms” empha- 
sizes that, because fire can 
spread so quickly, it’s essential 
that families know what to do in 
the event of a fire. The campaign 
helps families prepare for such an 
emergency by teaching them how 
to install and test smoke alarms, 
as well as how to plan and prac- 
tice home escape plans. 

According to the 
National Fire Protection 
Association, the international nonprofit 
safety advocate and official sponsor of Fire 
Prevention Week for more than 80 years, half of all 


home fire deaths in the U.S. occur in the six percent 
of homes without smoke alarms. 

“Smoke alarms are the most effective early 
warning device there is,” said David Logan, Fire 
Inspector/Public Education Specialist. “Having a 
smoke alarm in your home cuts your chance of 
dying almost in half.” 

Fire can grow and spread through a 
home in a matter of minutes. 

Because time is of the essence, the 
advance warning provided by 
smoke alarms can be enough to 
save lives. By participating in 
this community smoke alarm 
installation, Seminole Tribe Fire 
Rescue is helping to ensure that 
local residents are safer in their 
homes. 

During the three-day 
smoke alarm program, Big Cypress 
and Brighton firefighters will take 
names of residents who wish to 
obtain a free smoke detector and 
will distribute these by October 
22. Firefighters will also offer 

tips on installation. 

For more information call the department of 
emergency services at (863) 983-2150. 




On the go 
Breakfast ! 


Krispy Kreme 

Glazed and 
Assorted Donuts .750 

Yogurt 

Various Flavors $1.25 
woth Granola $1.50 

Muffins 

Assorted $1.50 

Bagels 
Plain $1.00 

with Cream Cheese $1.50 
Pastry 

Danish $1.00 

Fresh Smoothies 
Assorted Flavors $3 to $5 

Fresh Fruit Cup $2.50 
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Daily Lunch Specials 
Belly Buster Hot Dogs 
100% Beef 
Smoked Sausage 
Meatball Subs 


New Granita! Mon ' 

6a.m. 

Frozen Cappuccino 

topped with 


whipped cream 


8 a.m. 


- Fri . 

- 2 p . m 

- Sun. 

- Noon 


Gourmet Coffee 
7 Bean Blend from 
Around the World 


Large X-Large 

Regular $1.50 $2.00 

Decaf $1.75 $2.25 

Tea $1.50 


Hot Chocolate . . .$1.50 


Custom Latte 

Single Double 

Espresso $1.00 $1.75 

Cuban Coffee ...$1.35 $1.85 


Extras 

Espresso Shot .750 

Flavoring Shot .750 

Soy Milk .500 

Whipped Cream .500 


Espresso Drinks 

All drinks available in Max s 
8oz. 12 oz. 16 oz. 20 oz. 

Americano $1.00 

espresso served with hot water 

Rattlesnake $1.50 $3.00 

espresso served with 7 bean blend coffee 

Mochacino $3.75 

espresso, white and dark chocolate, and steamed 
milk topped with whipped cream 

Cafe Mocha $2.75 

espresso milk chocolate, and steamed milk topped 

with whipped cream 

Cappucino $2.00 $2.75 

espresso served with frothed milk 

Cafe Latte $2.00 $3.00 

espresso served with steamed milk 


Many more drinks to 
choose from! 


Breve $2.25 $3.00 

espresso served with steamed half & half 


Now Serving Victoria L’Originale Italian 
Espresso Caffee! 


Soy Latte $2.25 $3.00 

espresso served with steamed soy milk 



South Florida’s Largest St 
Western Store & S 


Davis: 3 54- 53 7- 3000 Coconut Creek: 954-427-940 
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Lester Brown Gives Financial Seminar 
at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — Lester Brown told a 
crowd of about 15 tribal citizens that he didn’t learn 
how to read until he was 30. He learned to read from 
his cellmate while serving a prison sentence. 

After he learned to read he went to take his 
GED test, and as soon as he received that, he got his 
high school diploma. Brown then went on to college 
and earned his bachelor’s of science degree in psy- 
chology from the University of Wisconsin. 

Currently, Brown is the vice president of 
L.L. Brown 
International, Inc., a 
Seattle, Wash. -based 
company he and his 
wife, President 
Carolyn Scott Brown, 
own. According to 
Carolyn Scott Brown 
their company spe- 
cializes in motiva- 
tional training semi- 
nars that help people 
positively change 
their lives. 

On Tuesday 
August 17, Lester 
Brown gave a semi- 
nar entitled Starting 
Your Own Business 
& Managing Your 
Money Wisely at the 
Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. The 
seminar was spon- 
sored by Trail 
Liaison William Osceola, who also attended. 

“Its information that we all need,” Osceola 
said. “I need it too.” 

In Brown’s seminar, he went over topics that 
included: how to select the proper insurance, estab- 
lishing a personal finance strategy and understanding 
personal attitudes about money. But according to 
Brown, the first thing to do in order to better manage 
finances is admit there is a spending problem before 
too much debt amasses. 

“When they are $30,000 or $40,000 or 
$50,000 or $100,000 in debt, they say ‘Boy, you 
know, I’ve got a problem,’ ”he said. 

In the Starting Your Own Business & 


Managing Your Money Wisely, Brown had attendees 
actually write down their expenses. He said if they 
actually see the monetary figures on paper they will 
see how much money they waste. Brown encouraged 
the participants to begin taking action against unnec- 
essary spending immediately after leaving his semi- 
nar. 

“Its stated if people go through some train- 
ing, you have 72 hours in which to do something, act 
on it,” he said. “If you don’t within 72 hours-start 
something-you’re not going to do anything. If people 

are not given specific 
things to do while 
they’re in class and 
specific things to do 
when they leave, the 
training is null and 
void.” 

According to 
Brown, his seminars 
are successful because 
they focus on posi- 
tivism, saying “the 
most important thing 
about the program is 
that we make it fun.” 
He said he does not 
tell people not to 
spend their money on 
whatever they chose 
to. 

“I don’t know 
what the future will 
bring,” he said. “But I 
know what positive 
thinking will get you.” 

Osceola said one of the messages he got 
from the seminar was when Brown asked the audi- 
ence what they do when they receive a paycheck; 
everyone said their money goes to bills. However, 
Brown told them they should pay themselves first, by 
putting money aside for themselves, and then paying 
the bills. 

Brown has been working with the tribe for 
more than two decades. He lists some of today’s lead- 
ers as his students, including Ahfachkee Principal Lee 
Zepeda and Brian Zepeda from the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum. Besides the tribe, Brown has worked with 
the Oakland Raiders, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and 
General Motors. 



Shelley Marmor 


Lester Brown discusses financial strategies at a seminar 
held at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel. 


Family Services 

Family Services Back to School Booth 


By Mark Lichtenberg and Sandy Murugan 

HOLLYWOOD — The Family Services 
theme for the month of August was, appropriately 
enough, “Back to School.” The August booth was set 
up to share information with both students and par- 
ents, to help make the transition from summer fun to 
school routine smoother. 

Family Services staff had a good time hand- 
ing out back-to-school survival kits to the children. 
Each survival kit included helpful reminders to man- 
age the beginning of the new academic year success- 
fully. Coloring activities were given to the little ones. 


Handouts of a valuable checklist of back-to-school 
parenting guidelines were available to adults. 
Reminder brochures for the Kids/Youth group were 
also distributed. In addition, the booth offered healthy 
snacks and water. 

Anyone needing assistance with the back to 
school transition should feel free to call or stop by 
the family services department. Don’t forget, the 
kids/youth group meets at the DSO building every 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. We’ll see you there and look 
forward to chatting with you at the September booth! 


FREE CONSULTATION and 
$50. 0 o Gift Certificate 
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Elaine 

Continued from page 1 

attend because of a previously scheduled meeting. 

Cypress then related his pleasure at having 
worked beside Elaine for several years and congratu- 
lated her on a job well done. He said that the commu- 
nity members have been fortunate to have her repre- 
sent them and a great deal has been accomplished 
under her guidance. 

The microphone was passed to Elaine who 
thanked everyone for the wonderful surprise party. 
She was deeply moved by this tribute from her 
friends and neighbors. 

“This is my second real birthday,” she said. 
“When I was growing up, we were very poor and 
there was no extra money for things like birthday 
parties or presents. My broth- 
er, Harry Clay, had a small 
transistor radio that he loved 
very much. I would borrow it 
whenever he would let me or 
if he laid it down for a few 
minutes, I would pick it up. 

On my sixteenth birthday, he 
laid that radio in my hand and 
said ‘This is yours’.” 

As she remembered 
this most cherished moment 
with the brother that she 
adored, she was filled with 
emotion and there was not a 
dry eye in the room. Many of 
the seniors were remembering 
the shared hardships they had 
experienced while growing 
up. 

Roger Smith, 

Council Representative from 
Brighton, came to Elaine’s 
rescue by taking the 
microphone. He stated that he 
did not know her personally 
until he was elected to the 
council. Smith said he has 
enjoyed working with her 
very much and has learned 
from her example. As he embraced her he said how 
proud he was to serve beside her and have this oppor- 
tunity to express his appreciation. 

Louise Motlow offered a prayer in 
Miccosukee, thanking God for all the wonderful 
things in our lives. She talked of the temptations that 
our young people face each day with alcohol and 
drugs. She prayed for the guidance to show the way 
to make these things happen. 

Amy Yzaguirre told the group that the 
microphone would be passed around during lunch for 
everyone to have an opportunity to recount stories 
about Elaine or express their thoughts. The seniors 
then led the line down the buffet table which had 
been catered by Lazanos Restaurant. There was a 
generous amount of fine Mexican cuisine which 
everyone enjoyed. 

The public address system echoed one trib- 
ute after another to Elaine. Rachel Billie 
recalled the day in 1945 when Elaine was bom in the 
woods behind the sugar mill in Clewiston, Fla. Billie 
was a young child at the time and her mother had 
gone into the woods to assist Lucy Johns in the deliv- 
ery of her second child. She was told to wait in the 
village but she followed them, hiding in the bushes 
and remembers seeing the newborn baby shortly after 
birth. 


Carol Frank Cypress remembered Lucy 
Johns as the hard working mother of Harry Clay, 
Elaine and Jeannie. She moved wherever she could 
find work to feed and care for her family. She not 
only accepted full responsibility for her children, but 
from time to time, cared for others in need. 

Cypress was one of many who had been a 
part of that family for a short time. These traits have 
been passed down through the family as Elaine and 
her children continue the tradition of helping others. 
Their doors are always open to children in need, 
whether it amounts to a day of babysitting or a life- 
time of foster care. 

That little Seminole girl was born on August 
17, 1945, in the woods at Clewiston. Following her 
cultural background, she made baskets and sewed 
patchwork as a source of income for her family. 

She has enjoyed 40 wonderful years of mar- 
riage to Pedro Aguilar and has 
been the mother of seven children: 
Spenser, Kathy, Michelle, Sheila, 
Pedro Jr., Edward and Karen. Her 
extended family includes 1 7 grand- 
children, foster and step-grandchil- 
dren; all of them are very dear to 
her heart. 

Elaine began a long career 
of community service as a commu- 
nity health representative. When 
she became an education coun- 
selor, she returned to school for her 
GED and encourages all tribal citi- 
zens to further their education. 

During the 1980s, she 
became Immokalee’s board repre- 
sentative. She continued to hold 
this position through the 
1998-1999 term, when she became 
Immokalee’s council liaison. She 
continues to serve in this capacity 
today. 

During her time in public 
service the Seminole Tribe has 
made huge strides in development 
and expansion across the entire 
state. She served on the board 
which eventually established the 
Eastern Indian Rodeo Association, 
the 4-H club and expansion and 
scores of other achievements. Immokalee saw the 
opening of its casino, additional housing and most 
recently the completion of the new water and waste 
management plant to name a few. It is because of this 
outstanding career that the Immokalee community 
wished to acknowledge their appreciation on her 
birthday. 

Two large cakes symbolized the message of 
the day. A rose covered birthday cake and a special 
surprise on the appreciation cake. Family Services 
Site Supervisor Billie Napper had acquired an old 
post card on eBay®, which depicted Lucy Johns and 
her young daughter, Elaine, while living in Ocala at 
the Silver Springs Village. This picture which had 
been reproduced on the top of the cake provided a 
very sentimental touch to an already emotional event. 

The tribute was concluded when Elaine 
opened and displayed several beautiful gifts which 
included beaded glassware, hand made ceramics, a 
patchwork skirt, beaded salt and pepper shakers, 
household accessories, a blanket, bedspread and 
much, much more. The gift table was adorned with 
several bouquets of red roses and a large basket of 
flowers and fruit. 



Judy Weeks 

Elaine Aguilar admires one of the 
many beautiful gifts she received. 
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2004 Hollywood Incentive Awards 



By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — For Seminole 
students of all ages, this is the time of year 
when all those long hours and hard work in 
school is rewarded. On August 1 0, the 
Seminole education department held its annu- 
al incentive awards banquet. 

This year’s banquet was held in the 
ballrooms at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. The centerpieces were arts and crafts 
made by the participants in the culture pro- 
gram. 

The presentation of awards started 
with the preschoolers and continued through 
those receiving their degrees. The award 
recipients are as follows: 

Kindergarten : Ethan Cypress, Isaiah 
Pichardo, Tarina Young, Marsha Osceola, 
Kathlyn Kippenberger, Jackie Willie, Tyson 
Osceola, Mingo Jones, Janay Cypress, Carson 
Knaby, Luke Baxley Jr., Kiana Bell, Joelli 
Frank, Devan Bowers, Shania Johns, 
Alexander Escobar, Knananochet Osceola, 
Fairuza Billie, Jade Young, Gerret Osceola, 
Nathaniel Jim, Jesse Sanchez, Denise 
Osceola, Travis Baker, Eden Jumper, Randee 
Osceola, Cameron Jumper, Taylor Holata, 
Natomah Robbins, Sharka Frank, Elizabeth 
Osceola. 

First Grade : Raevin Frank, Jonathan 
Idle, Brianna Blais-Bilie, Baylee Micco, Tous 
Young Jr., Elijah Snell, Briana Bilodeau, 
Jennie Eagle, Elden Osceola, Neko Osceola, 
Kassaundra Houseman, Deila Harjo, Isiah 
Thomas, Ellyse Frank, Cameron Osceola, 
Daija Baxley, Esyra Frank. 

Second Grade : Dominique Motlow, 
Trewston Pierce, Nicholas Jumper, Neyom 
Osceola, Anissa Osceola, Wyatt Deitz, KC 
McDonald, Peter Billie Jr., Konrad Jones, 
Alisia Billie, Tiffany Baker, Tia Blais-Billie, 
Jaide Micco, Cheyenne Kippenberger, Jack 
Osceola, Tristina Osceola, Isabel Tucker, 
Adahma Sirota, Jonathan Bowers, Trevor 
Osceola, Katelyn Young, Dakota Tiger, Kayla 
Billie, Aaron Osceola. 

Third Grade : Zechariah Lacey, Rayel 
Billie, Lorelei Tommie, Jesse Mitchell, Alexis 
Jumper, Darion Cypress, Elena Jim, Jonathon 
Frank, Justin Frank, Hunter Osceola, Joseph 
John, Clarissa Jumper 
Aileen Cypress, Darian Cypress-Osceola, 

Tyler Baker, Maleah Isaac. 

Fourth Grade : Tianna Young, 

Braudie Blias-Billie, Dalton Jumper, Houston 
Osceola, Victoria Lacey, Kristy Johns, Devin 
Billie, Ariah Osceola, Kendrick Osceola, 
Tucomah Robbins, Tayler Cypress, Charlie 
Osceola. 

Fifth Grade : Malcom Lacey Jr., 
Talena Castillo, Jean Frank, Jessica Osceola, 
Kristen Billie, Marissa Osceola, Courtney 
Osceola, Jason Dodd, Darryl Fuentez, Kyle 
Baker, Darwin Cypress, Klayton Sanders, 
Tiyonda Farrior. 

Sixth Grade : Duelle Gore, Anahhna 
Sirota, Miles Osceola, Shell! Osceola, Eric 
Sanders Jr., Mariah Buster-0 sceola, Nelson 
Osceola. 

Seventh Grade : Sheyanna Osceola, 
Christian Osceola, Robert Osceola, Joe 
Jimmie, James Tiger Jr., Falon Keyser, 
Allyson Billie, Joseph Hiers, Cody Billie, 
Jackson Richardson, Victor Osceola, Shelby 
DeHass, Randee McDonald. 

Eighth Grade : Garrett Anderson, 
Chelsea Mountain, Robert North Jr., Demetria 
Tigertail, Robert Frank III, Krystle Young, 
Kayla Bowers, Nickolas Doctor- Jumper. 

Ninth Grade : Shelby Osceola, 
Samantha Hisler, Summer Billie, Calvin Tiger 
Jr., Michael Doctor. 

Tenth Grade : Joshua Fish, David 
Doctor, Jerome Davis Jr., David Anderson Jr., 
Clifford Sanchez, Casey McCall, Kurya 
Kippenberger, Atlanta Johns, Gary Frank. 

Eleventh Grade : Joseph Richardson, 
Drew Osceola, Stephen Billie, Tasha Osceola, 
Jo-Jo Osceola, Christine McCall. 

Twelfth Grade: Whitney Tucker, Mia 

Sapp. 

College : Jennifer Chadwick, Gregory 
Thomas, O’Hara Tommie, Laura Tucker, 
Jamenia Thomas, Blake Osceola, Christina 
Billie, Mitchell Osceola, Sunshine Frank, 
Melissa DeMayo, JoLin Osceola, Anthony 
Frank, Courtney Doctor, Larissa Tucker, 

Laura Billie, Elrod Bowers, Jessica Buster- 
Billie, Ericka Cypress-Osceola, Kyle Doney, 
Vanessa Frank, Carla Gopher, Andrea Holata, 
Anthony Pacheco, Diane Pequeno, Zena 
Simmons, Jarrid Smith, Kashane Tiger, 

Marina Tigertail, Jaimie Yzaguirre. 

A special award was then introduced 
by Hollywood Councilman Max Osceola Jr., 
the Billy L. Cypress Higher Education 
Scholarship. Created by the Seminole Tribal 
Council, this award recognizes those who 
have earned a bachelors degree or higher, 
regardless of the year the degree was 
achieved. 

The council named the award after 
Cypress because he was the first person in the 
tribe to achieve that goal, graduating from 
Stetson University in 1965. He was also the 
first person to receive the award. His widow 
Carol Cypress and their son William Cypress 
Jr. accepted the award on his behalf. 

The other recipients of the Billy L. 
Cypress Higher Education Scholarship are: 
Max Osceola Jr., Moses Osceola, Tony 
Sanchez, Paula Sanchez, Ted Nelson Jr., 

JoLin Osceola, Ella DeHass, Jerome Jumper 
and Anthony Frank. Each person was also 
awarded with a gold presidential Rolex with 
their name and graduation date engraved on 
the back. 

Following the Billy L. Cypress 
awards, the culture program recognized and 
awarded those who participated in their pro- 
gram throughout the year. They also bestowed 
appreciation awards to those who supported 
and were mentors in the program. 

The evening concluded with a magic 
show for the children and several adults 
stayed to enjoy the show with them. 
Congratulations to all award winners! It can 
never be said enough-please stay in school. 


Iretta Tiger 

The first and second grade Incentive Award recipients with Board President Moses Osceola (back, left) and Hollywood Councilman Max B. Osceola (back, right). 
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Iretta Tiger 


Iretta Tiger 


Third, fourth and fifth graders, 


Sixth, seventh and eightth graders, 
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Iretta Tiger 

Recipients of the Billy L. Cypress Higher Education Scholarship: (back row, left) Max B. Osceola Jr., Moses B. Osceola (back row, right), (front row, L-R) Ella 
DeHass, Shirley MacLannan, Joe Dan Osceola accepting for his daughter JoLin Osceola, Teddy Nelson Jr., Anthony Frank, and William Cypress accepting on 
behalf of his late father Billy L. Cypress. Also pictured Hollywood Board Representative David DeHass (back row, center). 


Iretta Tiger 

Hollywood Board Representative David DeHass congratulates eleventh grade 
award recipient Tasha Osceola. 


Iretta Tiger 

Max B. Osceola congratulates his daughter Melissa DeMayo, who received a 
college incentive award. 
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Students Participate In EMAHAKV 
VPELOFV-‘Teaching Hammock’ 



By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — July 30 marked the cele- 
bration of EMAHAKV VPELOFV, the Creek word 
meaning “teaching hammock,” for the Brighton 1-6 
grade students. This program is designed to provide 
Brighton’s elementary students with 
two weeks of summer enrichment 
before heading back to school. 

The program is centered on: 
language experience approach, cultural 
relevancy, peer mentoring, and part- 
nered teaching. Seminole culture is 
given relevancy by a language experi- 
ence approach as students and teachers 
hear stories, draw pictures, learn about 
Seminole culture, and create personal 
reading materials and math problems 
while implementing Seminole culture. 

This year’s program consisted 
of five classes taught using the team- 
teaching method of instruction. Each 
class was instructed by either a certi- 
fied teacher or teacher trainee with one 
or more Seminole teachers to assist. 

Each class also was assisted by junior 
teachers which are Seminole students 
in middle school and high school. 

This method allows teacher 
trainees the opportunity to gain practi- 
cal experience in cross-cultural teach- 
ing and also allows the Seminole 
teachers to develop competencies in 

teaching/tutoring skills that can be 

applied to tutor Seminole children, and 
even their own children. 

Each morning the students gathered in the 
library for the morning assembly and salute to the 
Seminole and American flags. Once the assembly 
concluded, students made their way to their first 
classes and settled down for a day of cultural experi- 


Huff and Donna Harmon. Math taught by Mary 
Johns, Jennifer Perez, and Mabel Haught. Writing 
taught by Jenny Shore, Jennifer Tubb, and Jade 
Braswell. 

The junior teachers for the program were 


Emma Brown 


Teacher Jennifer Tubb (right) speaks with parents Ethel Gopher 
and Danny Harmon. 


ence. The classes were as follows: Creek reading 
taught by Lawn Morris-Lorene Gopher, Dawn 
Morris-Manke, and Danette Bowers. History taught 
by Willie Johns and Loretta Peterson. Arts and crafts 
taught by Martha Jones, Joanne Osceola, Mary Alice 


(L-R) Yopilakiyo and DeLaney Osceola at Teaching Hammock. 


Bess DeHass, Brittany Smith, Shelby Huff and Jewel 
Buck. 

The summer school participants learned 
many new things about math, reading and writing by 
incorporating Seminole culture into their learning 
process. Many beautiful bracelets, necklaces and art 
work were created by the students, 
which were on display for everyone to 
see during the open house. 

This year’s program celebrat- 
ed its final day on Friday July 30 with 
an open house for the parents and 
community. Each parent arrived at the 
education department and went to each 
of their child’s classrooms to see the 
different items that he or she had cre- 
ated and were able to meet the teacher 
and hear about the wonderful learning 
that took place during the two weeks. 

Each parent who attended 
received door prize tickets, which 
were given away after the delicious 
barbecue dinner. 

EMAHAKV VPELOFV has 
been running for several years and the 
high attendance that increases each 
year proves that program is a success 
and joy for the Brighton community. 
Shelly Walker, program coordinator, 
along with each of the Seminole and 

non-Seminole teachers, put in many 

hours of hard work and effort to create 
such a successful program this year. 

Without daily efforts and dedication of the 
teachers, there would be no summer school for our 
children in the Brighton community and they are to 
be commended for a job well done. 


Emma Brown 



Shelley Marmor 


(L-R) Hollywood Preschool Center Manager Carol Crenshaw and Amber Giehtbrock. 


Preschool Welcomes New Students in Style 

By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — The Dorothy Scott 
Osceola preschool building was transformed on 
Thursday August 12, decked out in a 1950s-theme. 

The ladies from preschool wore poodle skirts and 
danced around to music, from artists ranging from 
Dolly Parton to Jimmy Buffett, coming from a juke 
box. There was even an Elvis Presley look alike. 

On this day, the staff of the Hollywood pre- 
school welcomed future preschoolers and their par- 
ents to the annual orientation event. Parents received 
handbooks that provided tips for how to transition 
their children to preschool life. 

According to Disability Services 
Coordinator Thommy Doud, the preschool depart- 
ment always welcomes the new preschoolers and 
their parents in a grand fashion. 

“We try to have a theme every year,” he 
said. “This year it’s the 50s. But before this we’ve 
had a Hawaiian theme and a movie theme, with a red 
carpet for everyone to walk down.” 

Parents and children alike enjoyed the 50s 
decor, complete with black and white checkered rac- 
ing flags and a replica diner. At Shirley’s Diner, 
everyone could relive the 50s with hamburgers for 40 
cents, hot dogs for 30 cents, and 25 cent French fries. 



Shelley Marmor 


Allison Osceola (right) with Ariissa Cypress, 



^ 








- , 



2 Bi*<) <3 ° *, ^ t . tJSL i 


Michelle Ford 


Preschool teacher Elva Montez instructs students. 


Preschool Open House Goes 1960s 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The 

1960s was the theme for the 
Immokalee preschool open 
house held at the preschool on 
Thursday August 12. The school 
was decorated with hippie beads, 
classic emblems of the flower 
children era and the teachers 
dressed in the appropriate attire. 

It was a full house with 
all the parents of the students in 
attendance. Preschool Manager 
Michelle Ford made the presen- 
tation and passed out handbooks 
for all parents. A careful review 
was done of all the materials in 
the handbook and the school’s 
proposed schedule was 
announced. 

Each teacher from the 
preschool staff was introduced. 
Several good questions were 
asked and answered, making for 
a very good meeting. The par- 
ents were asked to think about 
possible fund raising projects 
that might take place during the 
upcoming school year. 

The open house con- 
cluded with a review of the 
facilities and serving of refresh- 
ments. 



Michelle Ford 

(L-R) Elva Montez, Michelle Ford, and Ruby Garcia get groovy at the 
Immokalee preschool in their 1960s attire. 


Open House Kicks Off 2004-2005 School Year 


By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress pre- 
school hosted an open house and parent orientation 
on August 1 1 . Preschool Director, Leona Tommie 
Williams, was on hand to answer questions and 
address any concerns of the attendees. 

This is the first year of such an orientation, 
unlike in previous years, which was done on an indi- 
vidual basis. Parents, relatives, and guardians of reg- 
istered children were in attendance. 

The preschool has a full complement of per- 
sonnel and teaching tools, along with an education 
program designed to prepare very young students for 
life in a classroom setting, interaction with other chil- 
dren, and other social skills. Special attention is paid 
to the diet, hygiene and general health of the child. 

In addition to preschool education, the facil- 
ity boasts a child care center for children as young as 
one year old. Children are placed in age groups and 
are exposed to a wide assortment of activities and 
care while their parents are either working or at 
school. The preschool provides an art area, a reading 
area, a quiet area and a block area. There is also an 
outdoor playground. 


Big Cypress Council Representative David 
Cypress was on hand to tour the school and listen to 
the presentation made by the staff. He also participat- 
ed in a scavenger hunt along with other school chil- 
dren. 

Cypress helped clarify the eligibility require- 
ments for registration. 

In general, the child must be: an enrolled 
Seminole tribal citizen, an enrolled Seminole tribal 
citizen in foster care, a direct descendant of an 
enrolled tribal citizen, and/or an enrolled tribal citizen 
of another recognized band or tribe. 

Priority is given to parents who are working 
or enrolled in school. Self-employment is acceptable. 
All students who are turned down are placed on a 
waiting list. 

Dinner and refreshments were served. Door 
prizes were awarded with a winner in each age group. 

There are four centers within the Seminole 
Tribe. They are in Big Cypress, Hollywood, 
Immokalee and Brighton. In Big Cypress, the school 
hours are 8 a.m.-3:15 p.m., with extended care until 
5:30 p.m. 


Conversations on Higher Education 


By Dora Bell, Higher Education Advisor 

The Sunday August 1 edition of the New 
York Times featured an article entitled “American 
Indians Expand College Hopes.” The following 
themes are developed in the article: 

Every summer Ivy League schools get 
together to offer a five day crash course called 
College Horizons. This course aims to prepare Native 
American juniors and seniors for application to elite 
schools in the U.S. universities, including Harvard, 
Yale, Stanford and 19 other schools. 

American Indians and Alaskan Natives, who 
make up one percent of the nation’s population, are 
underrepresented at many highly selective schools. 


On average, less than one in five Indians who enroll 
in college earn a bachelor’s degree. Presently, 
Harvard has 55 Native Americans out of a total 
enrollment of 6,500. 

Some tribes offer scholarships to their mem- 
bers with revenues from casinos. However, tribe- 
financed scholarships are not available to most stu- 
dents because only about 30 of the 500 tribes in the 
U.S. run lucrative gaming operations. 

Among members of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, an interest in higher education is increasing. 
At the time, there are 72 students enrolled in the 
higher education program. 


Back to School: Keep Illness Away 


By Patrick Peck, MA, REHS 

This is the time of the year when parents are 
scurrying to get their children ready for the school 
year. Along with school supplies and the latest fash- 
ion trends, parents are to place health at the top of 
their back to school list. 

Children are constantly exposed to other 
individuals’ body fluids. Whether it is by wiping 
one’s nose and then slapping a hive five, sharing a 
common cup or borrowing a pencil, health education 
ought to be at the forefront of school concerns over 
the spread of infectious diseases. 

The single most important routine that kids 
can do to prevent spreading of diseases is to wash 
their hands. Hands should be washed any time one 
handles a suspected contaminated item or before eat- 
ing. 

Hand washing is absolutely the number one 
thing kids can do according to infectious disease spe- 


cialists. It is one behavior that can be taught at home 
and at school that can have a real impact on the 
spread of infectious diseases. 

As a general rule, the easiest way to stop the 
spread of infection lies in the easiest solutions. 
Viruses, bacteria and other germs are all around us. 
They are part of our natural environment. The trick is 
to prevent them from growing and spreading. This 
can be done by protecting oneself. 

Another essential thing is to keep up with 
immunizations, getting a physical exam and for those 
10 and older to maintain an open dialogue about sex, 
drugs, alcohol and tobacco. 

Parents should establish good communica- 
tion with their kid especially in the middle and high 
school years. 

For more information on the above please 
contact environmental health services at (954) 962- 
2009, Ext. 125. 
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Final Rodeo of the Season 
Dedicated to Caleb Custer Fletcher 


By Tabitha Osceola 

CLEWISTON, FL — The rodeo started off 
with Willie Johns riding around the arena leading a 
horse with no rider in remembrance of a truly great 
cowboy, Caleb Fletcher, who passed away on August 
1 . The rodeo was dedicated to Fletcher who was a big 
fan of all the Seminole cowboys and cowgirls. He 
supported all the cowboys and cowgirls with his 
encouraging words and cheers from the stands or 
bucking shoots. 

Fletcher will be truly missed. However, in 
spirit, he will still be at each rodeo and continue on in 
the hearts of many cowboys and cowgirls. 

With this being the last rodeo, all came out 
to do their best. Even the little cowboys and cowgirls 
came out with their game faces on. The mutton bust- 
ing went into sudden death with a three way ride off 
between Kalgary Johns, Trevor Thomas and Michael 
Garcia. Even though the two cowboys rode very well 
and gave it their all, the cowgirl, Kalgary Johns, was 
able to hang on for another 30 second ride to beat the 
boys. Good job Kalgary. 

In the sanctioned events, Sydney Gore was 
able to cover his Saddle Bronc with a score of 63 to 
take the reserve champion spot. Sheyanna Osceola 
was able to hang on to her second place position in 
the standings as her sister Shelby Osceola was only 
seven points behind her. Congratulations Sheyanna 
Osceola. 


Congratulations to all the winners and good 
luck in California at the Indian National Finals. 

Rodeo Results: 

Kids Events: 

Mutton Busting: 1. Kalgary Johns, 2. Michael Garcia, 
3. Trevor Thomas. 

Calf Riding: 1. Andre Jumper, 2. JJ Johns. 

Pony Riding: 1. William Bearden. 

4-8yrs Barrels: 1. Acealyn Youngblood, 2. Kalgary 
Johns, 3. Andre Jumper. 

9-12yrs Barrels: 1. Nauthkee Henry, 2. Zane 
Ducheneaux, 3. JJ Johns. 

13-18yrs Barrels: 1. Jade Braswell. 

Jr. Bulls: 1. Dayne Johns, 2. Justin Aldridge. 

Jr. Bareback: No qualified rides. 

Sanctioned Events: 

Bareback: No qualified rides. 

Steer Wrestling: 1. Robbie Chalfant, 2. Naha jumper, 
3. Jason Grasshopper. 

Saddle Bronc: 1. Sydney Gore. 

Calf Roping: 1. Josh Jumper, 2. Naha Jumper. 
Women’s Breakaway: 1. Trina Bowers, 2. Shelby 
Osceola. 

50 & Over Breakaway: No qualified times. 

Team Roping: 1. Josh Jumper/Naha Jumper, 2. Jeff 
Johns/Todd Johns. 

Women’s Barrels: 1. Tess Ducheneaux, 2. Boogie 
Jumper, 3. Ayze Henry. 


Eastern Indian Rodeo Association 
Kid’s Buckle Series Rodeo 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — By the grace of a higher 
power, the Brighton reservation and the East Indian 
Rodeo Association survived Hurricane Charley, 
which ripped through Florida on Friday August 13 
and allowed the kids buckle series rodeo to be held 
on Saturday August 14. 

Even though there was a little more water on 
the grounds than usual, the rodeo was a success. The 
winner in each event was awarded a buckle and a 
cash prize. This rodeo is held to assist the association 
year end winners with their trip to California to com- 
pete in the Indian National Finals Rodeo that will be 


held in October. 

Below are the rodeo results. 

Senior Steer Undercoating: 1 .Hilliard 
Gopher; Peewee Barrels: 1. Kalgary Johns, 2. Sean 
Osceola, 3. Chastity Harmon; Junior Barrels: 1. 
Acealyn Youngblood, 2. Andre Jumper, 3. Blevyn’s 
Jumper; Senior Barrels: 1. Kaitlen Lee; Junior 
Bareback: 1. Jacoby Johns, 2. Seth Randolph; 
Dummy Calf Roping: 1. Kalgary Johns, 2. Ahnie 
Jumper, 3. Michael Garcia; Calf Riding: 1. Blevyn’s 
Jumper, 2. Andre Jumper, 3. Josh Johns; Mutton 
Busting: 1. Kalgary Johns, 2. Sean Osceola, 3. 
Chastity Harmon; Steer Riding: 1. Andrew Holmes. 


WPBA Billiard Tour Comes to 
Seminole Hard Rock 


$110,000 on the line for 
world ’s best women pool 
players when Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino holds 
Cuetec® Cues Florida 
Classic Sept 8-12 

By Gary Bitner 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino plays host to the world’s best 
female pool players September 8-12. This is the fifth 
stop on the 2004 Women’s Professional Billiard 
Association 
(WPBA) 

Classic 
Billiard Tour. 

The 

ESPN/ESPN2 
televised 
Cuetec® Cues 
Florida 
Classic is one 
of eight 
ESPN-tele- 
vised women’s 
pool events on 
the women’s 
pro billiard tour this year. 

You’ve seen them on TV. Now you can see 
them live in the WPBA tour’s only Florida 
appearance as the world’s top women players battle it 
out for $110,000. 

Sixty- four professional women pool players 
from across the globe will compete for the cash, 
including number one ranked British native Allison 
Fisher; number two ranked Karen Corr of Ireland, #3 
ranked Jeanette Lee, AKA “The Black Widow,” num- 


ber four ranked Helena Thornfeldt of Sweden, and 
the Seminole Hard Rock’s own “Texas Tornado” 
Vivian Villarreal, ranked fifth. 

Also competing will be top player and pool 
personality Ewa Laurance, inducted earlier this year 
into the Billiard Congress of America (BCA) Hall of 
Fame-only the fourth woman in history to be so hon- 
ored. The local favorite, Ming Ng, is ranked twenty- 
fourth and is a house pro for nearby Hollywood 
Billiards, and twelfth ranked Sarah Ellerby of Great 
Britain, a recent Central Florida transplant, will also 
compete. 

Event competition is scheduled during the 
day Thursday and Friday Sept. 9-10 from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. and in the evening from 6 p.m.-ll:30 p.m. All- 
day tickets for Thursday and Friday are $20 for VIP 
seating and $10 for general admission. ESPN tele- 
vised matches, including the quarter final, semi-final 

and champi- 
onship match- 
es, will be 
taped on 
Saturday and 
Sunday. 

The 

schedule 
Saturday is 
from 3 p.m. -9 
p.m., and 
Sunday from 
11 a.m.-7:30 
p.m. All-day 
tickets 

Saturday and Sunday are $30 for VIP seating and $15 
for general admission. Tickets for all matches are 
available at Ticketmaster outlets, Ticketmaster.com or 
charge by phone: (954) 523-3309 in Broward, (305) 
358-5885 in Miami-Dade or (561) 966-3309 in Palm 
Beach. Multi-day event tickets will not be sold. 

The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino is 
located at One Seminole Way, just north of Stirling 
Road on State Road 7 (U.S. 441) in Hollywood. 
Parking is free. 
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First Annual Sonny Billie 
Memorial Golf Tournament 


By Michael Kelly 

MIAMI, FL — On August 14, the First 
Annual Sonny Billie golf tournament was played at 
the picturesque Miccosukee Golf Course in Miami, 
Fla. The four-man blind draw was organized by the 
late Sonny Billie’s son, Ricky Doctor. 

Among the host of eager golfers playing in 
the tournament were Billy Cypress, Chairman of the 
Miccosukee Tribe and Immokalee Board Liaison 
Raymond Garza. 

The difficult 27-hole course consists of three 
nine-hole courses: marlin, dolphin, and the water-haz- 
ard filled barracuda. 

“Even though the barracuda is tough, out of 
the three, I think the ‘marlin’ is the most difficult,” 
said golfer Roy 
Poole. 

The well 
manicured course, 
which is home to 
many charity 
events throughout 
the year, was a per- 
fect setting for the 
tournament. 

Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, who 
enjoys playing as 
much as he can, 
only recently 
picked up the sport. 

“I’ve been 
playing for about 
two years now,” 
said Cypress. 

“You’ve got to play 
at least once a 
week to stay con- 
sistent.” 

Later at 
the awards ban- 
quet, Cypress men- 
tioned that one of 
the reasons he 
enjoys the game of 
golf is that it 
requires discipline, concentration, and skill, saying 
“to do well, you need to rely on yourself.” 

One person who never thought he’d ever 
play the game of golf is Raymond Garza. Garza has 
played for a grand total of one month, but says he is 
thoroughly hooked-even going as far as to watch the 
Golf channel. 

“I would drive past the driving range in 
Brighton and say I’d never play golf,” said Garza. 
“Now, here I am on the golf course and loving it.” 

The real reason the Immokalee representa- 
tive decided to pick up the sport was this specific 
tournament. 

“He [Sonny] was my dad’s nephew,” said a 
touched Garza. “When I found out there was going to 
be a tournament in his honor, I wanted to play in it.” 

As for the tournament, there was plenty of 
great golf played, despite the hot, humid conditions 


and occasional light drizzle. On the 189 yard par 3, 
Roy Poole launched a four-wood drive through a stiff 
breeze that landed about 20 feet from the pin. Allen 
Huff followed with a terrific birdie putt. Chairman 
Cypress had his share of fine shots too, despite his 
limited experience in playing golf. 

Allen Huff, from Brighton, used his 15 -plus 
years of golf experience to play a terrific round of 
golf. He continually kept the ball in the fairway, 
crushing many long drives and added to it, a solid 
short game. 

The all-Indian tournament drew nearly three 
dozen people, but organizer Ricky Doctor would like 
to see a bigger tournament. 

“I’m looking forward to next year’s tourna- 
ment already,” said 
Doctor. “Next year, 
we’ll expand the 
tournament to all 
tribal members and 
employees.” 

Doctor 

was extremely 
thankful that every- 
one came out to 
support the tourna- 
ment, but also to 
remember his late 
father, Sonny 
Billie. At the 
awards banquet 
that followed, 
Doctor held up the 
top prizes for the 
first place winners, 
four brand new 
putters. Each putter 
included a beauti- 
fully crafted bead- 
ed grip cover, 
hand-made by 
Ricky himself. 

Chairman 
Cypress expressed 
his thanks to every- 
one who came out, 
saying “We always enjoy bringing the community 
together.” 

Results of the tournament are listed below. 

1. Ricky Doctor, Moses “Bigg Shot” 

Jumper, Charles Cypress, Bobby Frank; 2. Don 
Osceola, Joe Kippenberger, James Tommie, Terry 
Hahn; 3. Allen Jumper, Joe Billie, Linda Tommie, 
Marcy Osceola; 4. Tony S. Bert, Max Billie, Mitch 
Osceola, Cody Bert; Richard Buster, Kahaine 
Osceola, Cicero Osceola, Danny Jumper; 6. Virginia 
Billie, Andrew Gert, Maxie Tommie, Lawrence 
Osceola; 7. Allen Huff, Billy Cypress, Raymond 
Garza, Roy Poole. 

Awards: Sr. Men’s long drive: Allen Jumper; 
Closest to the pin, #3: James Tommie; Closest to the 
pin, #6: Roy Poole; Longest drive: Max Tommie; 
Women’s long drive: Linda Tommie; Closest to the 
pin (Marlin Course), Mitch Osceola. 



Michael Kelly 


The winning team (L-R): Bobby Frank, Ricky Doctor, Moses 
“Bigg Shot” Jumper, and Charles Cypress. 
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Tribal Citizen Makes Football 
Debut Playing for FAU Owls 


By Kenny Bay on 

BOCA RATON, FL — Down, set, hut! 
That’s what Seminole citizen Jarrid Smith will hear 
when he hikes the football for the first time as start- 
ing center for the Florida Atlantic University (FAU) 
Owls. 

Wearing his number 72 blue and white jer- 
sey, Smith will make his debut on Sept. 4 as he steps 



Felix DoBosz 


Jarrid Smith making practice runs, 


on the field against the University of Hawaii, in 
Oahu, Hawaii, where he will make his first collegiate 
start as a red-shirted freshman. 

The Brighton resident worked very hard this 
summer to earn a starting position. He spent the sum- 
mer both at school and at home to train for the 
upcoming season. He built himself up to an athletic 
six-foot-three-inch, 268 pound blocking machine. 

Smith graduated from Okeechobee High, 
and was a star in football, basketball and a track and 
field shot putter and discus thrower. After high 
school, he was given only one opportunity to contin- 
ue his love of football. The only school to offer him a 
scholarship was FAU. He intends to repay them by 
working harder than anyone else on the team. 

Parents Camillia Smith Osceola and Curtis 
Osceola have always known their son was going to 
be special. Camillia had said that even when Jarred 
was as young as 10 years, he always took it upon 
himself to make sure everything was right, even if it 
meant getting on his mom to make sure he wasn’t 
late for practice. 

“His coaches were always in awe of his 
work ethic and determination.” says Camillia. “He 
was always taking the initiative to make sure busi- 
ness was taken care of. He never messed around 


when it was time to be serious.” 

As of now, he has no major, but after a 
recent visit with Big Cypress Councilman David 
Cypress, he plans to look into receiving his degree in 
political science. This will help him in what he even- 
tually wants to do, which is to help his tribe. 

I sat down with Jarred one day before prac- 
tice to ask him a few questions: 

Kenny Bayon: How does it feel to be a role model for 
the young children in the tribe? 

Jarrid Smith: It’s a motivation factor to help me keep 
going during the rough times when I’m really tired or 
I just don’t feel like practicing. I want to make sure 
the youth have someone that they could look up to 
and see on TV doing what I love. It wasn’t easy, but 
it was worth it. You can do anything if you put your 
mind to it and want it bad enough. 

KB: How does it feel to play for a legendary coach 
like Howard Schnellenberger? 

JS: It’s really good because of all the experience that 
he has coaching at all different levels such as major 
college football where he won the national champi- 
onship with the Miami Hurricanes in ‘83 to being a 
professional coach. I learn something new everyday 
from him and I feel really lucky to have him as my 
head coach. 



Felix DoBosz 

Smith is thrilled to play football with the Owls. 


KB: Starting as a red-shirted freshman for an up and 
coming program would you say you ’ re thrilled at this 
chance to be on the first team? 

JS: It’s real exciting. I knew that I had a chance to 
start after practicing last year. I had the confidence 
that I could go out there and produce and that I can 
get the job done. All I wanted was the opportunity to 
show what I can do. 
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Diamond Bergeron races through the barrels. 



* Rodeo 

Continued from page 1 


same school together in St. Petersburg, Fla. Doctor 
was a great jingle dress dancer at community events 
for almost six years with her legion of friends who 
loved hanging out with her. 

David DeHass recalled that Doctor would 
often ask why the tribe did not sponsor an all girl 
rodeo. The tribe eventually honored her request by 
memorializing this wonderful event in her honor. 
Doctor will be well remembered by the loving people 
she left behind and the strangers that got to know her 
through the touching stories and the short-term lega- 
cy she left behind. Her spirit will live on through this 
great rodeo event. 

Adorable 3 -year old, Madison Osceola tried 
her best in the Barrel Racing event. Christina Osceola 
was very active in this all girls Rodeo event. 

Christina Diaz won first place for Jr. calf riding. 
Boogie Jumper won first place in Sr. Steer 
Undecorating, and second place in Sr. Breakaway 


Roping competition. 

Everyone agreed it was a lot of fun and big 
congratulations to all the winners. Here are the final 
results from the 2nd annual Tiffany Doctor Memorial 
All Girl Rodeo: 


bull-ride because it was such a thrill for her. Once she 
was thrown from a bull, but she wasn’t really hurt; 
she just couldn’t wait for the next chance to ride 
again.” 

Doctor’s passion was bull riding, even 
though her mother Colleen Osceola didn’t approve 
because it was just so dangerous. 

“She would have been very proud of this 
event and all the brave girls that participated here 
today,” Osceola said. 

She was also an avid NFL football fan; she 
especially liked the Buffalo Bills team, and enjoyed 
going to the games with her step-dad, Dan Osceola 
Jr., a big Dolphin fan. They enjoyed the camaraderie 
of ragging on each other’s team during the games and 
after. 

One of her good friends was Cherelee Hall, 
the former Miss Seminole. The two attended the 


Madison Osceola gets set to ride. 


Pee Wee 

All Around: 1. Courtney Gore, 2. Calgary 
Jumper, 3. Lauren Taft; Mutton Busting’: 1. Calgary 
Jumper, 2. Courtney Gore; Hairpin: 1. Courtney 
Gore, 2. Lauren Taft, 3. Calgary Jumper; Barrel Race: 
1. Calgary Jumper, 2. Lauren Taft; Four Pole 
Bending: 1. Lauren Taft, 2. Courtney Gore. 

Junior 

All Around: 1. Lexi Peaden; Barrel Race: 1. 
Lexi Peaden, 17.744, 2. Taylor Moulden, 18.143, 3. 
Macy Culligan, 18.149, 4. Giania Orsi, 18.56; Pole 
Bending: 1. Lexi Peaden, 22.694, 2. Taylor Moulden, 
24.233, 3. Marcy Culligan, 24.515; Goat Tying: 1. 
Lexi Peaden, 18.86; 2. Marcy Culligan, 23.05; Steer 
Undercoating (No Winner-Ground Money): 1. 
Christina Diaz, 2. Giania Orsi, 3. Kindall Tindell, 4. 

Diamond Bergeron; 
Calf Riding: 1. 
Christina Diaz, 2. 
Kindall Tindell. 

Youth 

All Around: 

1 . Jennifer Deveaugh; 
Breakaway Roping 
(No Winner-Ground 
Money): 1. Sara 
Anderson, 2. Reba 
Osceola, 3. Leanna 
Billie, 4. Jenna 
Addams; Goat Tying: 

1. Bobby Jo 
Haverland, 12.66, 2. 
Jennifer Deveaugh, 
17.22, 3. Shelby 
DeHass, 17.7; Steer 
Undercoating: 1. 

Paige Pohlie, 4.04; 2. 
Sara Anderson, 11.83, 
3. Reba Osceola, 
12.27, 4. Jennifer 
Deveaugh, 13.31; Bull 
Riding: 1. Jennifer 
Deveaugh, 64, 2. 
Megan Gonsalves, 5 1 , 
3. Shelby DeHass, 50; 
Barrel Race: 1. Bobby 
Jo Haverland, 15.954, 

2. Jennifer Deveaugh, 
16.265, 3. Paige 

Pohlie, 16.62, 4. Nicki Zee, 16.975; Pole Bending: 1. 
Nicki Zee, 22.429, 2. Amanda Norman, 22.905, 3. 
Jennifer Deveaugh, 24.399, 4. Stephanie Romans, 
24.617. 

Senior 

All Around: l.Lynette Tindell; Barrel Race: 1. 
Michelle Nesselt, 15.927, 2. Laveme Jones, 16.212, 

3. Laura Babawicz, 16.219, 4. Lanette Tindell, 

16.424; Pole Bending: 1. Lynette Tindell, 22.073, 2. 
Stephanie Sullivan, 27.063, 3. Julie Vining, 27.96; 
Breakaway Roping: 1. Lori Brinker, 4.75, 2. Boogie 
Jumper, 5.96, 3. Lynette Tindell, 14.71; Goat Tying: 

1. Marlene Burchard, 14.93, 2. Lynette Tindell, 17.8, 
3. Holly Ogelsby, 20.59; Steer Undercoating: 1. 
Boogie Jumper, 2.77, 2. Julie Viking, 3.54, 3. Lori 
Brinker, 18.05; Team Roping: 1. Stephanie Sullivan 
and Holly Oglesby, 55.89; Bull Riding: 1. Julie 
Viking, 53; 2. Cory Lupo, 48. 


Felix DoBosz 



New Location | 1G5D N. State Read 7 | Hollywiai, FI | SW Q:me' oF Taft & +11 


CBR1GG0 


ZX-6R 


temr cfc Inbai HzTf&cn: 
vii I rc^rr /2 l-rzc h c-fciK 1 -L 
Mill any r+jdd hJcJ 


1st llhiwk Li inJun "fcmn 
Quda AuoqtaJ 


Q'lmhft 

YZf-Rl, 


Motorcycles 

Cruisers 


Specials 


954 . 981.9889 


G5XR1G0D 






The Seminole Tribune 


13 


September 3, 2004 



Felix DoBosz 


Future home of the Hooters restaurant at Seminole Paradise. 


Hard Rock Prepares for Seminole Paradise 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On Thursday August 
26, the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino held a 
press event to get the word out that the businesses at 
the Seminole Paradise will be opening their doors 
before the end of the year. All stores, restaurants, 


bars, night clubs, and more are all slated to officially 
open by November 2004. 

TThe $80 million Seminole Paradise is 
located on the east side of the Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. It will feature 350,000 square feet of space, 
and is currently completely pre-leased to businesses. 
The Seminole Paradise will create approximately 
1,000 new jobs through the various businesses that 
will open there. 

Some of the busi- 
nesses that will make up 
the Seminole Paradise 
include: Hard Rock Live!, 

Hooters, Ben & Jerry’s Ice 
Cream, Quicksilver, 

Ritchie Swimwear, 

Hollywood Choppers, 

Murphy’s Law Irish Pub 
and Headliners Comedy 
Club, to name just a few. 

The only part of 
the Seminole Paradise that 
will not open by Nov. 

2004 is the Hard Rock 
Live!, which should be 
completed in 2005. The 
Hard Rock Live! is a 
6, 000- seat venue that will 
host live concerts and 
other events. 

Jim Allen, CEO 
of Gaming Operations, 
opened the presentation 
saying the Seminole Hard 
Rock is one of the finest 
facilities he has ever been a 
part of, and expects the Seminole Paradise to be the 
same. 

He acknowledged the efforts of developers 
The Cordish Co. and the tribal council in making 


Seminole Paradise possible. Hollywood Councilman 
Max B. Osceola Jr. was present, and said a few 
words to the crowd. 

“The natives and the Seminoles welcome 
you,” Osceola said. 

Jo North attended, representing the 

Seminole Okalee 
Museum & 

Village, which will 
also be part of 
Seminole Paradise. 
It will be located 
on the northeast 
side of Seminole 
Paradise. 

Cordish 

Co. Executive Vice 
President Joe 
Weinberg also 
attended. The 
Cordish Co., a 
Baltimore, Md.- 
based company, 
developed both the 
Hollywood and 
Tampa Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino’s. 

Weinberg 
called the 
Seminole 
Paradise “one of 
the preeminent 
restaurant, enter- 
tainment, retail 
projects in the 
country,” saying it 
will be “the adult 
theme park for 
South Florida. 
Representatives from Jazziz magazine, 
which focuses on jazz music, also attended. Jazziz 
magazine will be opening a night club of the same 
name in Seminole Paradise. 

They brought with them internationally 
renown jazz master flutist Nestor Torres. Torres 
donated a flute to the Hard Rock, which he also auto- 
graphed and played a few notes on before presenting 
it to Max Osceola Jr., who thanked him for the flute. 


Torres said he is excited because he and 
other fellow musicians “will get to make music [at 
Jazziz].” 



Felix DoBosz 

Jazz flutist Nestor Torres (right) presents a signed flute to Max B. Osceola. 



Felix DoBosz 


The 44 businesses making up Seminole Paradise surround the beautiful 
Paradise Lake. 
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HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 
Criminal Infractions 



Anthony "Tony" Scalcsc 
I rihal Member Kuchin of Isleta 


iMi 


Vjv i J.-"\ i 






As a Native American, 1 respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 


499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 


The Hard Rock Hotel & Casino towers over the nearly-complete Seminole Paradise complex. 


Felix DoBosz 


The hiring of a lawyer is an importanl decision Lhal should not he 
last'd solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask ils to send 
you free written information about our qualifications and experience- 
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Jobs *> TakaJkeeke ❖ Vtutketv 


For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at (954) 967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, drug screening is a requirement for employment. 

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE. 


HOLLYWOOD 

Position: A/P Data Entry Clerk 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Accountant 
Department: Corp Board 
Position Opens: 8-9-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Diabetes Management Specialist 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 7-12-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Culture Exhibitor (Seminole or 
Miccosukee tribal citizen only) 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $12 per hour 

Position: Rodman 

Department: Real Estate 

Position Opens: 8-16-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $10-$ 11 per hour, with benefits 

Position: Accountant 
Department: Accounting 
Position Opens: 4-5-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Carpenter 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Mechanic II 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: HVAC Appliance Mechanic 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 8-9-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 8-2-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Supervisor 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 8-16-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $10 per hour, with benefits 

Position: Tour Guide 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens: 8-16-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: System Administrator 
Department: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 8-2-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Programmer Analyst 
Department: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 8-2-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Alligator Wrestler and Wildlife 
Handler (F/T & P/T) 

Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Animal Caretaker (F/T & P/T) 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $8 per hour 

Position: Gift Shop Attendant/Cashier 
Department: Okalee Village 

Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 


Salary: $8 per hour 

Position: Janitor/Maintenance 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Plumber 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 6-7-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $7 per hour 

Position: Snake Handler 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with experience 

Position: Birds of Prey Handler 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $10 per hour, with benefits 

Position: Environmental Health 
Specialist/Administrative Assistant 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 6-1-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Advanced Registered Nurse 
Practitioner 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 6-21-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Health Education Coordinator 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 7-12-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Foster Care Team Supervisor 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 6-1-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

BIG CYPRESS 

Position: Tour Guide 
Department: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 10-13-03 
Position Closes: 10-27-03 
Salary: $7. 5 0/hour, with benefits 

Position: Sales Associate (F/T & P/T) 

Department: Corp. Board, Gas 

Position Opens: 10-21-03 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with 

benefits 

Position: Medical Receptionist 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 6-21-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker II 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 6-1-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Environ Health Facilities 
Management Representative 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Art/Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 


Position: Micro Computer Support 
Specialist 

Department: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 6-1-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Administrative Assistant 
Department: Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum 
Position Opens: 9-16-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $20,800 annually with benefits 

Position: Instructional Aide 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with experience, with 
benefits 

Position: Elementary Music Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Planning Representative 

Department: Housing 

Position Opens: 6-1-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with 

benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $48,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Transfer Station Operator 
Trainee 

Department: Utilities 

Position: Still Available 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Environmental Health Specialist 
Department: Information Systems 
Position Opens: 7-12-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Nutritionist/Dieticial 
Department: Health 
Position Opens: 7-12-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Food Preparation and Service 
Associate 

Department: Corp, Board, Gas 
Position: Still Available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Middle School Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position Opens: 5-3-2004 
Position Closes: when filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant Store Manager 
Department: Corp. Board, Gas 
Position: Still Available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

BRIGHTON 

Position: Brighton/Ft. Pierce Lieutenant 
Department: Seminole Police 
Department 

Position Closes: 8-6-04 
Salary: $50, 529.26-$78, 387.47, depend- 
ing on qualifications 

Position: Transfer Station Operator 
Trainee 

Department: Utilities 

Position: Still Available 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Project Coordinator 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 5-3-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $48,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Counselor II 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard (P/T) 

Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 5-4-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $10 per hour 


Position: Weed Control Technician 
Department: Water Resources 
Position Opens: 5-17-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $9.50 per hour, with benefits 

Position: Lifeguard (P/T) 

Department: Recreation 
Position Opens: 5-4-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $10 per hour 

Position: Tag Clerk (F/T) 

Department: Health 
Position Opens: 6-1-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $11.50 per hour, with benefits 

Position: Transfer Station Compost 
Support 

Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 9-16-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $30,000 with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Corp, Board, Gas 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Surveillance Specialist 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 8-2-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Distribution/Collection System 

Crew Leader 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 5-3-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $40,000 annually with benefits 

Position: Head Teacher and Certified 
Head Teacher 
Department: Preschool 
Position Opens: 4-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Bus Driver 
Department: Education 
Position Opens: 6-7-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Store Manager 
Department: Corp, Gas, Board 
Position Opens: 7-12-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Teacher Aide 
Department: Preschool 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits and edu- 
cation 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
Position: Still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II 
Department: Family Services, Health 
Position Opens: 4-19-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Maintenance Mechanic II 
Department: Housing 
Position Opens: 7-26-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Bus Monitor 
Department: Education 
Position Opens: 8-9-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

IMMOKALEE 

Position: Lieutenant 
Department: Seminole Police 
Department 

Position Closes: 8-6-04 
Salary: $50, 529.26-$78, 387.47, depend- 
ing on qualifications 

Position: Counselor II 


Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 3-22-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Head Teacher 
Department: Preschool 
Position Opens: 8-16-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 3-15-04 
Position Closes: When filled 
Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Water Treatment Plant Operator 

Department: Utilities 

Position Opens: 7-26-04 

Position Closes: When filled 

Salary: $17-$20 per hour with benefits 

Position: Teacher I 

Department: Preschool 

Position Opens: 11-24-03 

Position Closes: 12-08-03 

Salary: Negotiable with experience, with 

benefits 


Police Department Jobs 


Position: Police Officer 
Starting Salary: $39,591 
Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, 
Immokalee and Fort Pierce. 

Police Officer position available. Must 
already have his/her certification. Needs 
to be a citizen or have alien resident card, 
1 9 years or older, with a high school 
diploma or GED. Shift work. Benefits 
include PPO health insurance, life insur- 
ance, 40 IK, take home car program, 
clothing allowance. If you are interested, 
please call (954) 967-8900. 

Position: Police Dispatchers 
Starting salary: $29,693 
Location: Big Cypress 
Applicants need to be a U.S. citizen, or 
have an alien resident card, be 19 years or 
older, and have a high school diploma or 
GED. This position is shift work. Tribal 
citizens are preferred, but not required. If 
you are interested, please call (954) 967- 
8900. 

Position: Tampa Lieutenant, Brighton/Ft. 
Pierce Lieutenant 
Department: Seminole Police 
Department 

Salary: $50, 529.26-$78, 387.47, depend- 
ing on qualifications 
Work Schedule: Flexible 

Lead the Immokalee and Big 
Cypress sergeants. Coach, mentor, edu- 
cate, teach, guide, and discipline (positive 
and negative) sergeants. Develop commu- 
nity plans and projects. Take care of 
department issues, quality of life issues. 
Read reports, create policies and proce- 
dures, Administrative Investigations 
Create schedules when needed for ser- 
geants. Maintain a good working relation- 
ship with department employees, supervi- 
sors, and other law enforcement agencies. 
Perform duties as deemed necessary by 
the police chief. 

The ideal candidate will have the 
following qualities: excellent oral com- 
munication, five years with experience at 
the rank of sergeant or above in a law 
enforcement agency, 60 college credit 
hours preferred, and willingness to travel. 

Obtain application at the 
Seminole Police Department offices, 

3280 North 64 Avenue, Hollywood, FL 
33024; or call (954) 967-8900. 
Application and resume must be received 
by 4:30 p.m. on the closing date, August 
20 . 

How to apply: 

Obtain application at 3280 North 64th 
Avenue, Hollywood, FL 33024, the 
Seminole Police Department offices, or 
call (954) 967-8900. Application and 
resume must be received by 4:30pm on 
the closing date for the position. 


Even a fish wouldn’t get caught if it kept it’s mouth shut. 

Protect yourself from making a mistake 
Practice these simple phrases! 

No, you can’t search my car. 
No, you can’t search my home. 
No, I don’t want to talk with you and I 
don’t want to cooperate with you. 

You can call my lawyer. 

If you have 

-Been searched without your permission 
-Had your car searched without permission 
-Been pulled over for no reason 
-Had police walk into your house without 
a warrant 

-Had DCF or the Police try to get in your 
home without a warrant; 

Call us now. Protect your rights. 

Once you give them up you never get them back. 

Call Guy Seligman 954-760-7600 24 hours a day 

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should be based solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman 
worked as a Certified Legal Intern in both the State Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; 
he has been in private practice for 16 years. He graduated from Nova Southeastern University Law School in 1987. and 
was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1988. 



Jobs For Tribal Citizens 


Are you a Seminole tribal citizen interest- 
ed in a management career in the hotel and casino 
industry? If so, apply with the career development 
program. For more information or to apply, contact 
Betty Jones Goosens at (954) 797-5459 or (954) 
214-0163. 

What is the tribal career development pro- 
gram? 

The tribal career development program 
prepares you for a career within Seminole gaming 
and hospitality. No prior experience in gaming and 
hospitality is required. Trainees learn from a blend 
of on-the-job technical training, specialized class- 
room training, seminars and workshops dedicated 
to management’s best practices, and work experi- 
ence. 

How long is the training program? 

The program lasts two or three years, 
depending on your background, experience and 
how rapidly you progress. 

What are the main phases of the training? 

Phase I of the program is a one or two 
year initiative comprised of on-the-job training, 
specialized classroom training, seminars and devel- 
opment activities all designed to provide the partic- 
ipant with a variety of learning opportunities. 

Phase II is an intensive, advanced one 
year program open to those who have successfully 
completed phase I. The participant becomes 
immersed in the business of hotel and casino oper- 
ations. For each area of specialization, the partici- 
pant will be working in the functional area and 



complete an assignment under the guidance of the 
manager, to solve a problem or improve the opera- 
tion within that area. 

What are the eligibility 
requirements? 

The program is open to all 
who meet the following three cri- 
teria: 1 8 years of age, Seminole 
tribal citizen and complet- 
ed high school diploma 
or GED. Placement in 
the program will be on 
a first come, first serve 
basis. 

At which loca- 
tion will I train? 

Placement 
will be at any of the 
following six loca- 
tions: Brighton Casino, 

Coconut Creek 
Casino, Hollywood 
Classic Casino, 

Immokalee Casino, 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino-Tampa, or 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino-Hollywood. 
However, certain training portions can only be 
completed at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino-Tampa or Hollywood, and you will be 
required to do a portion of your training at one of 
those locations. 
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Poems 


Happy Birthday 


Kaylee 

You are so special 

And your teens have not begun 

Not of my body 

But in my heart you’re the first one 
We met jest before you turned seven 
You same into my life like an angel sent 
from heaven 

From the start we became home team 
Mom, you and me, that was a dream 
You would call me “Les” when you got 
mad 

Later that night you’d come lay with me 
dad 

I remember your fear of scary rides 


I would say “I’ll be with you till it’s 
through” 

My promise was “I’ll never let anything 
happen to you” 

Now you ride more than me 
A beautiful young lady you’re turning out 
to be 

Have fun as you age another year on 

September 26th 

Sorry I had to miss 

Hope to be there for the next 

We’ll just say wait and see 

Best wishes to my baby 

Happy birthday Kaylee 

— Leslie J. Gopher 




Over 

I would say it would never be over 
I just knew she’d never give me as cold 
shoulder 

Her letter I must have read a thousand 
times 

I would study every word, memorize 
every line 

Once we planned to grow old together 
Hard to believe all that is through 
Said goodbye, no more me and you 
As I wrote this my eyes would water 
Thinking of our son and our daughter 
I promised myself: A family if I had, I 


would keep 

Life is shallow yet waters run deep 
Lying at night, wondering where I went 
wrong 

Wishing somewhere in her heart I could 
belong 

I was who I could be, I am what I am 
She made me a much better man 
Advice to anyone who someday finds 
love 

Hold it tight, never let go 

Once it's over, it’s painful, trust me I 

know 

— Leslie J. Gopher 




Baby Les 

My how time flies 

Seems like only yesterday you came into 
my life 

Holding you, wiping tears from your eyes 
I gave your mom a kiss and said “thank 
you” 

Hard to believe four years have come 
through 

I haven’t seen you in a minute 


Grandma says you look fine 
Johanna writes and says you’re bigger 
every time 

Some say you look like another me 
But I know that’s not true 
Because there’s only one Baby Les, and 
son that’s you 

Wishing you a happy birthday on 
September 13 

— Leslie J. Gopher 




The Way I Feel 

When I was younger I always felt alone 

I would walk by myself with my head 

hanging low 

I was always down 

Thinking to myself that nobody didn’t 

want me around 

That is when I met the most beautiful 
woman in my life today 
As time passed we fell more and more in 
love 

Now we have three precious children 

Who I love very much 

I thank her everyday for giving me the 

chance to be a father 

Because I thought it would never be that 

way 

I love my woman and children very much 

Sometimes I think how lucky I am for 

coming across this woman 

Or how blessed I am 

These are times when we have our bad 

days 

But the love that we have for each other 
Always brings us together 
I think we are a perfect match and I never 
want it to end 

We have a good relationship but it can 


always be better 

My children bring me a lot of good and 
happiness 

And that is something good for someone 
like me 

Children and a nice woman are very good 
to have 

Because joyful days and happiness it will 
always bring 

I love my family a whole bunch 
It makes me feel like now I have some- 
thing to live for 

I know I have to fix myself and do better 
Or they might show me the door 
I love you all 

Michelle, Michaela, Lil’ Myron and Mya 

And don’t y’all forget that I will be there 

until my time has come 

We have a really good friendship 

My family and me 

I never want to lose that 

Because I don’t know what I’ll do or how 

I’ll be 

I love you all very much-Michelle, 
Michaela, Lil’ Myron and Mya 

Only Me, 

— Myron Cypress 




Junk Daddy 

Out there he is they say 
Uncontrollable rage by first drink 
But normal during the day 
His impossible task can only be completed 
At the end of his first flask 
Timber is the war cry before the intoxicat- 
ing crash 

Followed by belching sounds of a clown's 
laugh 

Should I hide? 

Yes. . .hide from your junk daddy 
Am I a child of the Lord-or of a drunk? 
Ninety proof through the roof 
Go to thoughts that I stunk 
Red boy with his breath smelly 


Claims to be a poet like Machiavelli 
Down the hatch; brew another batch, daddy 
cries 

Movies tomorrow daddy says, but daddy 
lies 

Daddy claims that daddy tried 

And as his child I could see 

The bulls*t in daddy’s eyes 

Now as a daddy myself 

I seem to be keeping daddy's tradition alive 

This daddy is too addicted to the witch’s 

brew 

And I seem to be now 

The daddy that the child too chooses to 

despise 

— Mar hell Billie 
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Seminole Pfetchwork 

For Sale 
(954) 336-7273 



Happy 12th birthday to Rowdy 
Osceola on July 18. Grandpa Rudy 
Osceola and his wife traveled to 
Oklahoma for Rowdy’s celebration. 
Rowdy sends a big hello to Grandma 
Louise, relatives, friends, and the 
Seminole Tribe. 



Happy 3rd birthday to Josiah 
Dee, A very special gift to us all. 

We love you very much, 

Mom, Luis, Isaiah, Cierra, 
Aunt Karen, Aunt Sharon, Uncle Wes, 
Nana, Grandma Peg and Tine, Papa, 
and the rest of the Deer clan family 

We would like to wish your son 
Heith Lawrence a happy 1st birthday 

on September 1 . Watching you grow this 
past year has brought us a lot of joy. You 
have truly been a blessing in our life. 
Loving you always, 

Mommy and Daddy 


Haskell Association 
of Alabama 
Reunion 2004 

Haskell Alumni Association of 
Oklahoma of the Haskell Indian Nations 
University invites all Haskell alumni and 
friends to join us at the annual reunion. 
The reunion will take place Oct 29-3 1 at 
the Biltmore Hotel, 

1-40 & Meridian, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

For more information, please 
contact Leon Yahola at (918) 616-3757 or 
Kenneth Scott at (918) 628-0969. Golfers 
can contact Simon Mitchell at (405) 672- 
7923. 

Please pass this information to 
all alumni and friends! 



Happy 23rd birthday to our 

number one daddy Raymond C. Stewart 
Jr. We hope you have a fun day because 
you deserve it. Dad we love you with all 
our hearts, and hope you have many 
more. 

Love always, 

Raylene C. Stewart, Keishawn 
C. Stewart, Raymond C. Stewart III, 
LaDonna A. Tucker 



We would like to wish Mrs. 
Nettie Stewart a very happy birthday 

on Sept. 9. We love you very much and 
we want you to know that whenever you 
need someone to talk to, or just need a 
good laugh to brighten up your day, we 
are here for you. Don’t worry Grandma, 
Grandpa Sugarfoot is doing okay; he is in 
good hands. You know he remembers 
your birthday. He is celebrating right 
along with us. Have fun on your day also. 

Love always, 

Your grandchildren, Raylene, 
Keishawn, Raymond III 


Important Information About Submissions 

When submitting a birthday, baby, or marriage announcement, 
you must include the names of both parents, grandparents, 
and/or other family members. Also, please use the actual name 
of the person you are referring to. Include your address so we 
can mail your photos back to you. Thank you. 


For Sale Wedding 

1998 Yamaha Royal Star motor- 
cycle. 4-Cylinder 1,300 cc with 28,000 
miles. This collector's bike was last man- 
ufactured in 2000. Garage kept and 
includes all maintenance records. Has 
won many trophies and comes with 
leather-like lockable side bags, two seats, 
and two windshields. $4,000 worth of 
chrome! Maintenance-free drive shaft. 

Black studded seats, night purple LED 
lights, and new tires. $9,800 firm. Contact 
Nery at (954) 232-5714. 




Alice Smith and Curtis Hardy 

are to be wed at Lawtey Correctional 
Institution in November of 2004. 

To Curtis, the man I love, you 
have shown me the true meaning of love; 
to be there for each other and put faith 
and love in our Heavenly Father. 



Deadline: September 10, 2004 
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NOTICE OF FINDING OF 
NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
AND NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS 

This publication covers two separate procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, responsible entity (the “RE”) as follow: 

RE proposes to construct or expand and renovate four (4) single family homes located on scattered sites 
in the Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation within the confines of Hendry County in the State of 
Florida, five (5) single family homes located in a housing development in the Immokalee Seminole Indian 
Reservation within the confines of Collier County in the State of Florida, and four (4) single family homes 
in the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation within the confines of Glades County in the State of Florida. 

Funding for construction, expansion or renovation is provided by Indian Housing Block Grant Program 
(IHBG) for Federal Fiscal Years (FFY) 2002, grant number 02IT1228220 in the amount of $87,911 and 
2003, grant number 03IT1228220 in the amount of $1,669,500, as provided for by the Native American 
Housing and Self Determination Act (NAHASDA), which is administered by the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

RE has assumed responsibility for environmental review, including but not limited to an Environmental 
Assessment, as required by HUD regulations 24 C.F.R. Part 58. RE has determined that the Project will 
have no significant impact on the human environment. Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement 
under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required. Accordingly, as required 
by 24 C.F.R. Part 58, RE hereby provides this Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). 
Project information including the Environmental Review Record is available for examination and review 
at the RE address below. The public or a public agency should address any written comments or objec- 
tions to this determination within fifteen (15) days from the date of this Notice to RE address. All such 
comments will be considered by the RE prior to completion of its environmental certification and sub- 
mission of its Request for Release of Funds. 

Address: Seminole Tribe of Florida, Housing Department, 6300 Stirling Road, 

Hollywood, FL 33024 

Telephone: (954) 967-3800, Extension 1751 

RE hereby provides Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds (NOI/RROF); address comments to RE, 
same comment period as hereinabove. On or about the first day after the expiration of the comment peri- 
od provided hereinabove, the RE will submit a Request for Release of Funds (RROF) to HUD for the 
release of IHBG funds under NAHASDA, grant numbers 02IT1228220 and 03IT1228220, awarded in 
FFY 2002 and 2003, to undertake the subject Project. Mitchell Cypress, Chairman of the Tribal Council 
of RE will certify to HUD that it has fulfilled its responsibilities relevant to environmental review as pro- 
vided by 24 C.F.R. Part 58, and that he is an authorized official of RE and consents to accept the juris- 
diction of the Federal court if action is brought by HUD to enforce RE’s responsibilities. HUD’s approval 
of the certification satisfies HUD’s responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and 
allows the RE to use program funds. HUD will accept objections to the release of funds and the RE’s cer- 
tification for a period of fifteen (15) days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt 
of the Request for Release of Funds, whichever is later, but only if the objections are relevant to any one 
of four bases: 

the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the RE 

the RE has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations 
at 24 CFR Part 58 

the grant recipient has committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 
before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or 
another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1054 has submitted a written finding that 
the Project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. 


Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with 24 C.F.R. Part 58 and should be addressed 
to: 

Office of Native American Programs, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 77 
West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, IL 60604-3507 Attention: Grants Management Specialist and 
Elton Jones 

Commenter must specify which notice the comments relate to, i.e. FONSI, or NOI/RROF. 


Seminole Police Department Crime Statistics 


July 2004 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

Number of 
Offenses 

Total Value 
Property 
Stolen 

Total 

Arrests 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Caucasian 

Black 

American 

Indian 

Asian 

Murder 












Sex Offense 












Robbery 












Aggravated Battery 

8 


3 



2 

1 

1 


2 


Battery 

42 


30 



22 

8 

26 


4 


Burglary 

3 

$ 2,118 










Larceny 

37 

$ 15,569 

9 



5 

4 

8 

1 



Motor Vehicle Theft 

9 

$ 200,800 

1 



1 



1 




Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

hdan 

Asian 

DUI 

6 

1 


4 


3 

1 

2 


Stolen Property 










Weapons Violation 










Liquor Law Violation 

3 



3 


3 




Miscellaneous 

38 



34 

4 

24 

4 

9 

1 

Drugs (Possession / Sale) 

19 

1 


11 

7 

13 

2 

4 



Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests 

Drug Type 

Amount 

Value 

Marijuana (grams) 

283.2 

$1429 

Cocaine (grams) 

9.5 

$500 

Crack Cocaine (grams) 

1.5 

$175 

Alprazolam / Xanax (pills) 

1 

$ 

Oxycodone (pills) 

11 

$33 

Oxycontin (pills) 



Crystal Methamphetamines 

0.5 

$25 

Other Narcotics (pills) 

4.5 

$50 
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You know me... 

*,>as your friend and salesperson at other auto dealerships. 
Well now Em the Chevrolet Sales Manager at Ed Morse 
Sawgrass Auto Mall which means I can lower your price 
more than ever before! Lcl me save you money on five 
brands of new vehicles and over 1 50 quality used vehicles* 

HURRY TOR BIG FACTORY REBATES & THE EXCLUSIVE 
"DARLENE QUINN $1000 TRIBAL DISCOUNT!" 


Darlene Quinn 


$ 

SAVE 
UP TO 


8500/&0 


% FINANCING 
r 0 FOR UP TO 
Apit 60 MONTHS 






V PONTIAC BLIICK C5IV1C 





AUTO MALL 

CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • QUICK • GMC 

+ 0ri mJieI tiifIiJ*. Bill ii| \r. m\i oefil 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd v Sunrise 

On Sunrise Bind, jusi east of Sawgrass Espwy. 

OFFICE 954-835-6900 
cell 954-609-6922 

SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9om-9pm, 

Sal 9am-fipm. Sun 12-fipm 
SERVICE HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 7gm-7jjm r Sat 7am-6pm 



cam beat 
an Ed Morse deal. 
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Adelsa Williams 


The soon-to-be completed National Museum of the 
American Indian in Washington, DC. It is slated to open on 
September 21. 


❖ NAJA 

Continued from page 1 

Journalists, the National Association of Black 
Journalists, along with NAJA held their own 
individual board meetings, banquets and elec- 
tions. 

NAJA held several workshops as well 
as signature events, such as the NAJA Awards 
Gala, NAJA Member’s General Assembly, 
National Museum of the American Indian 
(NMAI) Reception and NAJA’s 20th 
Anniversary celebration. 

During the National Museum of the 
American Indian reception, NAJA members got 
a chance to tour the soon to be completed 
250,000-square foot space and enjoy hors 
d’ oeuvres and a series of films. The museum is 
a part of the Smithsonian Institution, and is 
slated to open to the public September 21. For 
more information, please visit 
http://www.nmai.si.edu. 

The NAJA Awards Gala kicked off 
with a silent auction of Native American arti- 
facts, books, paintings, and other items, fol- 
lowed by dinner, speeches and finally the pres- 
entation of awards. At this event Native 
American students and journalists are recog- 
nized and honored for their efforts in the pro- 
fessional journalism field or academic achieve- 
ments. Non-native journalists working in a trib- 
al media organization also participate in several 
categories during the competition. 

The Seminole Tribune took home a 
total of three awards. Virginia Mitchell, Editor- 
in-Chief, took second place, in the twice a 


month category for newspaper general excel- 
lence, Melissa Sherman, Graphic Designer, 
won second place for general excellence of the 
Tribune’s website, www.semtribe.com/tribune. 
Tribal citizen, Iretta Tiger, Reporter, won hon- 
orable mention in the individual photo fea- 
ture/multiple pictures category for a series of 
photos taken during the grand opening of the 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood. 

Congratulations to the communica- 
tions department for the hard work and dedica- 
tion in putting together the newspaper; team- 
work is the key. The Seminole Tribune s excel- 
lence shined at this year’s as well as other 
years during the NAJ A/UNITY celebration. 



Adelsa Williams 


NAJA President Patty Talahongva speaking 
to NAJA members during the banquet. 



Adelsa Wil li ams 


Tribal citizen and former Seminole Tribune employee, Alexandra Frank (center) at 
the NAJA Awards Banquet. 







Adelsa Williams 

UNITY President and Long Island, N.Y. 
Newsday.com editor, Ernest Sotomayor, 
spoke to NAJA members at the banquet. 


with different customs. 

Continuing with what King was taking 
about, DeMane suggested non-native reporters 
establish a connection, either between themselves 
and the reservation they cover, or between their 
news organization and those on the reservation. 

“Try to develop, at least initially, an 
understanding, a contact, an agreement, or some- 
thing between your organization and that tribal 
government,” he said. “The other [suggestion] is 
to develop sources of information that are clan- 
destine and will lead you to something.” 

A reporter then asked Henry how to 
establish these communication lines if they just 
have one story that they are sent out to cover on a 
reservation. She said often times journalists do not 
have the time, because of strict deadlines, to 
invest much time into learning parts of another 
culture. 

He suggested she look at what resources 
are available at the news organization she works 
for and see if they will help her to learn about 
“communities that are often underrepresented,” 
including Native Americans. 


Bush, Kerry Speak to Minority Journalists 

at UNITY Conference 


Adelsa Williams 

The National Association of Hispanic Journalists, one of the four UNITY organiza- 
tions, hosted a salsa party that was open to all UNITY members to attend. 


UNITY Journalists of Color, Inc. Conference 


Native drummers opened the NAJA awards ceremony. 


Native American 
Journalists Association 
sponsors ‘ Covering Native 
America 9 and other jour- 
nalism seminars 

By Shelley Marmor 

WASHINGTON, DC The UNITY 
conference’s first event kicked off on Friday July 
30, with the Asian American Journalist 
Association’s (AAJA) J Camp, a journalism camp 
for students and prospective journalists. This was 
the first event of the 10 day long conference, with 
about a hundred other events that would follow. 

UNITY, Inc. is an umbrella organization 
that represents the Native American Journalist 
Association (NAJA), the National Association of 


Black Journalists, the National Association of 
Hispanic Journalists as well as the AAJA. UNITY 
2004 was the largest UNITY conference to date, 
in addition to being the largest journalism confer- 
ence ever, with estimates of up to 7,000 attendees. 

Many attendees arrived to the conference 
on Wednesday August 4, the first official date of 
the conference. Registration began at 8 a.m., and 
many seminars followed. Some of these seminars 
included “Covering Changing Communities: A 
Leadership Seminar,” and “Who Is An 
American?-A ‘Let’s Do It Better! ’ Workshop on 
Race and Ethnicity.” 

NAJA coordinated three tribal media 
institute workshops on Wednesday and two on 
Thursday. These two seminars “Covering Native 
America” and “Free Press in Indian Country” 
were designed to help non-native reporters when 
they cover stories on native reservations. 

Panelists included Paul DeMane, 
Managing Editor and CEO of the newspaper 

News From 
Indian Country , 
Derrick Henry, 
Internet News 
Manager of the 
online news site 
Newsday.com 
and Frank J. 

King III, 
Publisher/Editor 
of the newspaper 
The Native Voice. 

DeMane 
opened the 
“Covering 
Native America” 
panel saying 
“this is a very 
broad subject.” 
He reminded the 
journalists in the 
audience that 
Indian Country 
extends from the 
tip of South 


Adelsa Williams 

Panelists (L-R) Frank J. King III, Derrick Henry and Paul DeMane led the 
discussion during the Covering Native America seminar. 


American all the way up to the Arctic Circle, and 
includes many different types of people. 

He said that too many non-native jour- 
nalists rely on the same few sources, namely 
Vernon Bellcourt, Director of International Affairs 
for the American Indian Movement Grand 
Governing Council. However, he said that he 
should not necessarily represent all of Native 
America. 

“It's easy to call Vem Bellcourt up at any 
time,” DeMane said. “He has something to say 
about everything. He will say something about 
everything. And he tends to be very colorful in 
whatever he has to say. But it doesn’t necessarily 
reflect the political opinion of the tribal leadership 
from the top down. . . It doesn’t represent anything 
except Vem Bellcourt’ s opinion.” 

He instead said journalists should consult 
the National Congress of American Indians, an 
organization that actually does represent several 
hundred native tribes and can legitimately speak 
on their behalf. He also said that Bellcourt is a 
good source on many native issues, however, his 
stressed that opinion should not be the only one 
being released to the public in the mainstream 
media. 

King told a story about a non-native 
woman he knew who was covering a story on a 
reservation. He said the reporter brought up some 
issues she has with her experience on the reserva- 
tion with that tribe’s chairman; saying she thought 
the chairman was avoiding her questions because 
he did not look her in the eye. 

King said he told the woman that it is 
customary for members to no look married 
women in the eye, and since the reporter was mar- 
ried, the chairman did not make eye contact. 

“I had explained that to her, that that’s 
the reaction you get from some of the older Indian 
leaders who grew up around those customs,” King 
said. 

He said learning specific tribal customs 
before going to the reservation will help non- 
native reporters get the information they need. He 
said these journalists should keep in mind that 
Native Americans, though American, were raised 


Mark Trahant and 
Lori Edmo-Suppah 
represent NAJA on 
panels 

By Shelley Marmor 

WASHINGTON, DC — 
The UNITY 2004 conference brought 
out some big name speakers, includ- 
ing Secretary of State Colin Powell 
and Richard D. Parsons, Chairman 
and CEO of AOL Time Warner. 

However, the two speakers 
who drew the biggest crowds were 
President George W. Bush and 
Democratic presidential nominee 
Senator John Kerry. Both spoke at the 
Washington Convention Center, Bush 
on Thursday 
August 6, and 
Kerry on Friday 
August 7. 

The 

speakers opened 
by discussing 
their respective 
platforms and 
plans for the 
future of the 
country. Bush 
and Kerry also 
both spoke about 
the topics they 
have all along the 
campaign 
trail-terrorism, 
education and 
taxes-however, 
they also 
answered ques- 
tions proposed to 
them by a panel 
of minority jour- 
nalists represent- 


prise UNITY 
Journalists of 
Color, Inc. 

Mark 
Trahant, from 
the Shoshone- 
Bannock tribe in 
Idaho, repre- 
sented the 
Native 
American 
Journalist 
Association 
(NAJA) on the 
Bush panel. 
Trahant is the 
editorial page 
editor at the 
Seattle-Post 
Intelligencer. 


www.georgewbush.com 

President George W. Bush 


www.j ohnkerry.com 

Senator John Kerry 


Mr. President, most school 
kids learn about 
government from 
the context of 
city, county, state 
and federal, and 
of course tribal 
governments are 
not part of that at 
all,” Trahant said. 
;t You have been a 
governor and a 
president, and 
you have the 
unique experience 
of looking at it 
from two direc- 
tions.” 

“What 

do you think trib- 
al sovereignty 
means in the 
twenty-first cen- 
tury, and how do 
we resolve con- 
flicts between 
tribes and federal 


ing the four organizations the com- and state governments?” he asked 


Bush. 

The 

president 
replied: “Tribal 
sovereignty 
means that; 
sovereignty. 
You’ve been 
given sover- 
eignty, and 
you’re viewed 
as a sovereign 
entity, and 
therefore, the 
relationship 
between the 
federal govern- 
ment and tribes 

is one between 

sovereign enti- 
ties.” 

The previous day, presiden- 
tial hopeful Kerry also briefly 
addressed tribal sovereignty, saying he 
would “restore respect for tribal sov- 
ereignty.” He also pledged, if elected, 
to appoint Native Americans to key 
position in his cabinet. 

He also took a question from 
the NAJA representative Lori Edmo- 
Suppah, former editor of the Sho-Ban 
News. Edmo-Suppah, also of the from 
the Shoshone-Bannock tribe in Idaho, 
asked if Kerry thought Native 
American tribes should have to get 
authorization from the state to receive 
homeland security funding. 

He responded: “Tribes were 
left out of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2003, despite efforts to include lan- 
guage that would have recognized the 
government-to-govemment relation- 
ship. As a result, tribes must go 
through state and local governments 
to obtain funding for bio-terrorism, 
emergency preparedness and other 
critical programs... Some [funds] 
need to go directly to the tribe.” 
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Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service . Weekday & Saturday hours 
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•12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor 
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BSeafl in Town 
Call 

Hector Isabel 
(954) 593-258© 


YOUR FORD GIANT OFFERS THE 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEED! 

* Seminole / Miccosukee Special * 
Up to $8500 Discount 0. ialect Models 


8655 Pines BlvdL • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 


( 954 ) 443-7000 

Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com! 
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GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 



60 WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 





CUSTOM BILLET GRILLES 
FOR ALL 
CARS & TRUCKS 


TOOL BOXES 


BILLET GRILLES 


ALL TIRES 13"- 44" 



LIFT KITSuLOWERINO KITS 


13" - ZB™ CUSTOM WHEELS 


AIRAID I SUPERCHIPS 



AUDIOVOK DVD.VCP TUNER FIBERGLASS TON NO'S B RU SHGU AR DS.'N ER FA A RS 

M-F 9am - 6pm I WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM I SAT 9am - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981-7223 / FAX: (954) 981-3401 


L«CAT 1 «N L©C ATI ©N LOCATION 



■ iyiiric acres 


Stirling road 


ASKING PRICE $875,000 


DA ¥ TIME PHONE \954i 4Z2. 2622, FA X. {954} Jt’3. M4J 
EVENING PHONE f354.; 4r2.26l2 


1 1/2 1 WILE WEST OF SEMINOLE CENTER £ TURNPIKE 

EXOTIC ACRES 


UCUttUE ^EVEi-«PfTEUT 

TOTAL 27 LARGE SINGLE FAUJL Y HOMES ON MINIMUM 2 ACRES LOTS PER HOME . 
THE MOST SECLUDED LOT IN THE MOST SECLUDED DEVELOPMENT W THE HEART 
OF BROWARD COUNTY -METRO PDLITAN AREA. 


FOR SALE BY MflTO 

2 f/2 ACRE ON 30 ACRE LAKE. WTN tSLJkND IN CENTER OR LAKE 
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Fifth grader Merari Martinez’s watercolor painting of Seminole Cow Hunter won first prize in the Florida 
Historical Art Contest. 


Seminole Painting Wins Notoriety 
for Lake Worth Student 


By Tommy Benn 

LAKE WORTH, FL — The Historical 
Society of Palm Beach County recently announced 
that a painting of a Seminole Cow Hunter, painted by 
Merari Martinez, as a winning entry in their Florida 
Historical Art Contest. Martinez is a fifth grade stu- 
dent of South Grade Elementary 
School in Lake Worth, Fla. 

The contest was open to 
all 116,000 Palm Beach County 
fifth grade students. Thirty winning 
entries were chosen to be repro- 
duced on eight-by-ten foot vinyl 
panels, which will cover the 
restoration fence around the 1916 
Palm Beach County Courthouse 
during its construction restoration 
in 2004 and 2005. 

Seminole calendars, post 
cards and Seminole art collected 
over the years and donated by 
Josephine Benn and photos by her 
son Thom Benn were used as visual 
sources of Seminole history by 
South Grade Elementary fifth grade 
students to create six different 
Seminole paintings. Of all the 
paintings completed by students, 

Martinez’s watercolor painting of a 
Seminole Cow Hunter was chosen 
for submission to the Historical 
Society’s contest, by the principal 
Keith Oswald of Lake Worth’s 
South Grade Elementary and the schools’ art teacher 
Rebecca Hinson. 

The Palm Beach fifth graders had various 
subject matter to chose their art topic from, including 
Florida pre- and post-ice Age, early Native American 
(pre-Columbus), colonial Florida, the Seminole 
Indian Wars, the Civil War in Florida, historical light- 


houses and some thirty-plus other subjects of 
Florida’s vast history to chose from. 

Martinez also submitted a print of her 
Seminole Cow Hunter to the Bak Middle School of 


the Arts during her interview for admission to the 
prestigious school as a sixth grader. The mission of 
the school is to help educate the Palm Beach County 
future artists in various disciplines of the art world, 
communications, art, dance and music. 

Admission to the Bak Middle School of the 


Arts, a magnet middle school in Palm Beach County, 
is extremely competitive. Students undergo a rigorous 
application and interview process. Only about twen- 
ty-five percent of applicants are accepted. Martinez 
received news of her acceptance recently and she 
credits her Seminole painting for helping her being 
accepting into the school. A dream comes true for the 
young woman, a chance for her to 
develop her Artistic skills and 
receive an excellent education at 
the same time. 

A print of Martinez’s 
Seminole Cow Hunter was also 
chosen by the Palm Beach County 
School Board to be added to their 
art collection. Another print of the 
painting will be displayed in the 
gallery of the Palm Beach Post 
newspaper. Another print of the 
Seminole Cow Hunter is currently 
on display at Lake Worth City Hall. 

In May, Stanlo Johns, a 
Seminole tribal citizen visited the 
South Grade Elementary School to 
share Seminole culture and heritage 
first hand with the fifth grade stu- 
dent body. He was greatly received 
by the young students who enjoyed 
his sharing of his life experience as 
a Native American and member of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida grow- 
ing up in and around the Lake 
Okeechobee area, on Phillip and 
Stewart Iglrharts’ Bluefield Ranch. 

Johns explained the importance of an educa- 
tion to the young audience and the importance of 
education and the many doors of life it can open. 




South Grade Elementary student Frances Gomez’s representation of 
Seminole Cow Hunter. 
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Treasurer’s Office Hosts Party 
for Wachovia Bank Executives 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Wednesday August 
11, Tribal Treasurer Mike D. Tiger, along with other 
employees from the treasurer’s office, met with a 
small group of Wachovia bank executives at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. They focused 
on reinforcing the partnership and improving the 
great relationship that Wachovia Bank shares with the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

A couple dozen people gathered around 
small tables in the luxurious meeting room for this 
party. They talked about getting to know one another 
as they sipped beverages and took turns eating the 
delicious little morsels that everyone there seemed to 
enjoy sampling. 

Kent Ellert, 

Broward County 
President of Wachovia 
banks, attended the 
meeting. 

“We are gath- 
ered here in an ever 
growing and equally 
beneficial relationship 
with the tribe for which 
we are very grateful,” 
he said. “In addition to 
that, I also am a mem- 
ber of the Florida 
diversity council for 
Wachovia Bank. Our 
diversity council does 
the mission by the 
awareness, education, 
and skills training 
found understanding 
cultural differences 
within our tribe. We 
have been in business 
for almost five years, 
we do a number of 
projects around our 
mission, one of which 
we have twice a year 
celebration specifically 
identify differences 
within our community. 

This fall we are educat- 
ing 10,000 employees 
in Florida concerning 
American Indian tribes. 

Mike Tiger, as a great partner, has agreed to help us 
develop a deeper more complete understanding of the 
cultural identity and issues facing tribe members 
today. It’s our view that only through this kind of 
partnership can we get the right information to create 
the proper awareness. . .so we’re just downright excit- 
ed about the chance to come, more aware ourselves 
of the diversity council members and improve our 
journey to take back to 10,000 employees. Tonight 
we are having fellowship, and a dinner, and we are 
going to see a couple of movies that Mike Tiger is 
involved with and is sponsoring. Tomorrow we’re 
going to Big Cypress and learn about the history and 
current cultural activities and the environmental 
issues. We’re excited, the people that are with me 
represent all areas of our company and have traveled 
from as far away as Jacksonville, Tallahassee, Tampa, 


Naples, Palm Beach, Miami and even Punta Gorda to 
be here tonight.” 

The name Wachovia is very interesting. It is 
derived from a valley in Europe that settlers from 
North Carolina came from more than 150 years ago, 
located in the Alsace-Lorraine region in France. In 
the Vaca valley, the people were called “Vacovians,” 
which loosely translated in English came out 
Wachovians. 

Bob Helms, CEO of Wachovia’s Florida 
banks said, “We would like to play a bigger role with 
the tribe, not only financial, but expand and support 
similar interests by referrals of business and cultural 
exchanges. This includes more job hiring and training 
of Seminoles citizens. We are thrilled to be here at 

the Hard Rock Casino 
and conference center 
and are excited to be 
supporting this proper- 
ty and its corporate 
entity.” 

Mike Tiger 

said he was glad every- 
one was here to see the 
movie presentation that 
Seminole broadcasting 
had put together. The 
movie showed the his- 
tory and origins of the 
Seminole people and 
there culture through 
interviews with promi- 
nent Seminole leaders 
of the past and present. 
They took turns 
describing their own 
personal life struggles 
that they had faced 
with their families. 
After the short film 
ended showing the evo- 
lution of the tribe, 
everyone agreed that 
the film had been very 
educational and inspir- 
ing by providing more 
insights into how the 
tribe originated and 
struggled for survival 
against tremendous 
odds. Later, all the 
Wachovia bank executives were invited to attend a 
nice dinner at the Council Oak restaurant. 

The next day, Mike Tiger and his staff led 
the Wachovia group by charter bus to Big Cypress for 
a first hand look at what the Seminole Tribe is all 
about. The group toured Billie Swamp Safari; they 
went on a swamp buggy ride into the Everglades and 
looked at a lot of wildlife in its natural habitat. They 
also got the grand tour treatment at the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum and they took in the new nature trail 
boardwalk. 

Guides lectured about the different subjects 
being viewed and answered questions that the guests 
had on the tour. The outing was cut short due to light- 
ening storms in the area and everyone returned to the 
bus for the quick trip back to Hollywood. 



Felix DoBosz 


Hollywood Tribal Treasurer Mike D. Tiger addresses 
Wachovia representatives. 
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Jo Jo Osceola Crowned Miss Seminole; 
Kiystle Young , Junior Miss Seminole 


coaches. 

Former Mr. Seminole, Brian Zepeda, assisted 
in the public speaking aspect of the competition as he 
discussed with contestants typical discomforts they 
would encounter while on stage, such as emotional ten- 
sion and physical discomfort. He coached contestants 
on how to stay focused and keep their concentration. 

After a hard day of practice, contestants were 
treated to several entertaining dinners. The first dinner 
was a social gathering and contestants were not judged. 
The group boarded the Jungle Queen® Riverboat cruise 
and went to a remote island where they enjoyed a din- 
ner and show. 

The next two events were held at the Hard 
Rock’s ballroom, one occasion was themed a Hawaiian 
luau style and the other was the popular Mardi Gras. 

Contestants also enjoyed a makeup session 
with a Mary Kay® consultant and a Target® run. 

Judges conducted individual personal inter- 
views with the contestants prior to the actual pageant. 

Wanda Bowers, a former Miss Seminole and 
current princess pageant chairwoman, spoke briefly 
about the history of the pageant. 

Emcee Brian Zepeda along with co-host and 
also former Miss Seminole Suraiya Smith did the intro- 
duction of the princess committee members and volun- 
teers, followed by the introduction of tribal officials. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Vice Chairman 
Moses Osceola, Brighton Representative Roger 
Smith and Trail Liaison William Osceola shared a 
couple of welcoming remarks with the audience. 
Cypress presented medals as a token of appreciation 
to former Seminole Princesses in attendance as they 
were called up to the stage to be recognized. 

The reigning 2003-2004 Miss Florida 
Seminole Cherelee K. Hall and Junior Miss 
Seminole Brittany Smith shared a couple of welcom- 
ing remarks as well. Hall acknowledged the hard 
work and dedication the princess committee demon- 
strated during the week of the pageant and also con- 
gratulated contestants for their never ending effort. 

“It takes a lot of effort to compete, I cannot 
stress that enough,” said Hall. 

As part of the application process, each 
contestant was asked to write an essay on the topic 
of their choice and also tell why they want to 
become Junior Miss or Miss Seminole. 

Elrod Bowers, with the Seminole sports 
management department, did the introductions of 
contestants as they modeled across the stage arrayed 
in Seminole dresses. They then briefly introduced 
themselves and as they continued their walk, Bowers 

See PRINCESS, page 22 


Photos and Story By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida hosted the 47th Annual Junior Miss and Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess Pageant on Saturday August 
14. For days, six young Seminole ladies competed 
fiercely to be considered for the crown, while being 
closely watched by a group of judges. 

Judging began at early hours of the morning as 
participants gathered for a group breakfast. 

The pageant committee members, chaperones 
and volunteers then steered contestants to their next 
scheduled destination. Contestants were transported in 
grand style by a limousine driver, who made many stops 
at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, where the 
participants roomed at the end of each day of the com- 
petition. 

On the first day of the competition, contestants 
attended an orientation where the pageant’s staff was 
introduced and committee members went over the entire 
pageant itinerary. During orientation, contestants 
learned the proper dress codes, punctuality and certain 
little nick picks the judges would look for such as body 
language and poise. 

Each day, contestants practiced their walks, 
speeches and performances at the Hollywood office 
auditorium where they were assisted by various stage 


Junior Miss and Miss Seminole contestants pose for pictures at the Hard Rock Hotel pool. 


Miss Seminole contestants model traditional dresses during the princess pagean 


Excited 2004-2005 Junior Miss Seminole Krystle Young (left) and Miss Florida 
Seminole Jo Jo Osceola (right). 


Oliver Wareham 


Contestant Jennifer Chalfant at the Mardi Gras dinner. 


2003-2004 Miss Seminole Cherelee Hall poses with 
Mardi Gras dinner entertainers. 


Miss Seminole contestant Danette Bowers performs her talent-storytelling. 
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Princess 

Continued from page 21 


read a biography of each contestant based on 
their essay. 

Following the introductions, the pro- 
gram moved on to the modeling portion, where 
contestants modeled their tradition Seminole 
dress. The co-host described the color and type 
of the dress and style and also announced the 
designers, most of which were members of the 
contestant’s family. 

Cheryl V. Dixon, Miss National 
Congress of American Indians 2003-2004 was 
the motivational speaker for the evening. She is 
a 19-year-old proud member of the Pueblo of 
Isleta, located in New Mexico. She is entering 
her junior year at the University of New 
Mexico, where she plans to double major in 
Biology and English and one day become a 
doctor. 

Dixon congratulated all the contest- 
ants and shared a few words of advice. She 
said she hopes to motivate and encourage 
youth to pursue their educational endeavors. 

“There are several people who believe 
in us to carry on our traditions and tribal voice 
in contemporary America so that we can be 
able to carry on our culture and defend our 
rights that we worked so long to establish,” 
said Dixon. “Education is the key to many 
doors and opportunities; it is our ticket in this 
competitive world. Life is not always perfect, 
but regardless, never put your dreams, goals 
and aspirations by the way side.” 

Contestants proceeded with their indi- 
vidual selective presentations of talent. They 
answered impromptu questions that were 
specifically regarding their Seminole culture. 

After both farewell speeches by the 
2003-2004 Princesses, the talent and Miss 
Congeniality winners were announced. 

Last but not least, the new Junior Miss 
and Miss Seminole were announced. 

Krystle Young, Panther clan, was 
crowned Junior Miss Seminole as she tri- 
umphed over Jennifer Diane Chalfant and 
Amber Anochee Craig, both from the Brighton 
reservation. Young is the daughter of Brenda 
Cypress and Steve Young, and resides in the 
Hollywood reservation. 

Young said she wanted to become 
Junior Miss Seminole because it would be a 
great experience and a chance to learn a lot of 
new and important things that would benefit 
her in life. She loves to meet new people and 
visit places that have great educational values. 

She said, “Without my family, I would 
have nothing that’s why they are the most 
important thing in my life, my point being, that 
all good things are sometimes right under your 
nose.” 

The 2004-2005 Miss Seminole win- 
ner is Jo Jo Osceola, Bird clan, from the 
Hollywood reservation. Her proud parents are 
Virginia and Joe Dan Osceola. 

Runner ups were Danette Bowers 
from Brighton and Christine McCall from 
Hollywood. 

Osceola said she wanted to become 
Miss Seminole to have the opportunity to build 
bridges between cultures and help others 
understand her culture. She wants to change 
the negative views some may have of Native 
Americans. 

“My long term goals are to be content 
with who I am and to remain ambitious 
throughout my life,” Osceola said. “I plan to 
attend college, specialize in American Indian 
law and become an attorney to help improve 
my tribe.” 

Acknowledgements to the princess 
committees and volunteers are as follow: 

See PRINCESS, page 23 


Miss Florida USA Melissa Witek (center) assisted with judging the pageant. 
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Princess 

Continued from page 22 


Frye and Desiree Jumper. 

Also, the judges: James Grant, 
Chairman of the Otoe-Missouria tribe, 
Melissa Witek, Miss Florida USA, Alyssa 
Burhans, Miss NCAI Coordinator, Delana 
Smith, Miss Indian World 2004 and 
Melanie Mathews, Miss Indian World 
Coordinator. 

Special Thanks to the communica- 
tions, broadcasting, Seminole sports man- 
agement and Seminole police departments, 
The Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino, Marcellus Osceola Jr. with 
Arrow Limousine, First Place Trophies, 
Event Source Productions, Hooray’s from 
Hollywood, Inc. and Sara Summy. 


Wanda Bowers, Chairwoman, Salina Snow 
Dorgan, Vice Chairwoman and Tabulation 
Coordinator, Priscilla Sayen, Committee 
Treasurer, Suraiya Smith, Pageant 
Coordinator, Holly Tiger, Stage 
Coordinator, Connie Frank Gowen, judge’s 
gifts, Lawana Niles, Chaperone, Alice 
Billie, Chaperone, Josephine North, 
Tabulator, Diane Buster, Tabulator, Brian 
Zepeda, Jeanette Cypress, Danielle Jumper 
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Contestant Jennifer Chalfant represented Brighton. 


Luau dancers entertain the pageant attendees during a dinner on Thursday August 12 


Christine McCall arrayed in her traditional Seminole dress. 


Princess pageant contestants shared dances and smiles. 


Elrod Bowers introduced contestants during the modeling portion. 


Miss Florida USA Melissa Witek was a pageant judge. 


Miss Seminole contestant Danette Bowers from Brighton, 


2003-2004 Junior Miss Seminole Brittany Smith says her farewells, 


Krystle Young displays her patchwork-making talent. 












Immokalee Incentive 
Awards 

Vanessa Billie was just one of many Immokalee 
award receipents. 

Page 9 



Randolph Clay Memorial 
Pool Tournament 

Linda Billie sets up her shot. 


Page 12 



Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum 
Gets New Director 

Congradulations to Tina Marie Osceola. 

Page 5 



Students Receive 
Athletic and 
Incentive Awards 

By Andrea Holata 

TAMPA — On August 3, the Tampa community 
came together to recognize the Seminole students who 
excelled in academics and sports during the past school 
year. The students were treated to dinner, a motivational 
speaker, and of course, awards. 

The night began with dinner provided by the 
Hard Rock staff. Everyone enjoyed the delicious food 
which included chicken, roast-beef, com, rice, and sever- 
al choices of dessert. After everyone ate, Danny Santiago 
introduced the motivational speaker, Howard Rainer. 

Rainer spoke on the importance of literacy and 
how reading will help you to succeed. Although he didn’t 
speak long, Rainer had some good advice for the stu- 
dents. 

“Believe, read, and you will succeed,” he said. 

Thanks to Mr. Rainer for the encouraging words. 

Next Mr. Santiago introduced Cindy Hughes, 
who is the director of education assistant. Hughes spoke 
about how she was excited about the Seminole students’ 
achievements, and how they seem to be getting smarter 
and smarter every year. 

Afterwards, it was time to recognize the students 
for all of their hard work. The sports awards were given 
first. All the athletes received awards for participating. 
Sierra Simmons, who is the daughter of Keith and Myra 
Simmons took home the most trophies from basketball, 
softball and many others. Congratulations athletes for all 
your hard work. 

Finally, it was time for academics. The students 
were excited and very eager to be recognized. The stu- 
dents received awards for all A’s, all B’s, most improved, 
awards and certificate and for missing three days or less. 

Many thanks go out to the education department 
for providing the students with backpacks and gift cards 
to help the students start their school year off right. 

The academics awards were given to the follow- 
ing: 

A Average: Brenna Walton, second grade, 
Andrew Henry, third grade, Dakota Henry, fourth grade, 
Ashley Santiago, eighth grade. 


See AWARDS, page 9 


Volunteers Lend a 
Hand to Ft Pierce 



Wanda Bowers 


Moments before Hurricane Frances hit, (L-R) Allison 
Osceola, Tribal Treasurer Mike D. Tiger, Leoma Poore 
and Leona Tommie Williams, arrange relief efforts for 
the Ft. Pierce reservation. 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On Labor Day, Sept. 6, a 
convoy of tribal citizens from Hollywood made their way 
to assist the Ft. Pierce reservation following the destruc- 
tive path of Hurricane Frances. 

Some tribal citizens there suffered days without 
electricity, water damage, and uprooted trees just to name 
a few. Almost a dozen carloads of food, water, coolers of 
ice, and lots of baby supplies, helped to get the communi- 
ty, which suffered the most extensive damage of all the 
reservations this hurricane season. 

Among the many volunteers included: Wanda 
Bowers, Sally Tommie, Leona Tommie-Williams, Leoma 
Poore, Jo North, Diane Buster, Mike and Judy Tiger, 
Gloria Wilson, Thommy Doud, Vivian Delgado, Alison 
Osceola, Ernie Tiger, Leah Osceola, Barbara Butera, 
Eugena Osceola, and Angie Margotta. 

“Some people there in Ft. Pierce were without 
power for almost a week,” said Leoma Poore. “A lot of 
the damage was done by falling trees.” 

The Seminole Tribe’s housing department assist- 
ed as well, sending supplies to the Brighton community 
and to Ft. Pierce. As always, the Seminole Police 
Department provided support by taking car loads of food 
and other needed items to the community. Overall, it was 
a terrific display of teamwork and compassion. 

The building and grounds department donated 
30 cases of water, canned goods, snacks, bread, and lunch 
meats. They even added another $400 worth of groceries 
on top of that. 

This destructive hurricane season has taken its 
toll on many people here in the state of Florida. The 
Hollywood, Tampa, and Immokalee reservations have 
remained unscathed so far, and Brighton has been fortu- 
nate as well. 

Unfortunately, there’s still a chance Florida 
could be hit by yet another hurricane. August and 
September are peak months of the hurricane season, 
which lasts from June 1 -November 30. 

Ft. Pierce wasn’t so fortunate, but it’s good to 
know that their fellow tribal citizens were and will be 
there in their time of need. 



Felix DoBosz 

FAU’s Jarrid Smith #72 (right) started his first collegiate game against University of Hawaii. 

Jarrid Smith Shines in First 
Game for FAU Football Owls 


By Felix DoBosz 

HONOLULU, HAWAII — Jarrid 
Smith, Seminole Brighton community member 
and grandson of the late Fred Smith, played his 
heart out for the Florida Atlantic University’s 
(FAU) Owls during the season opener at Aloha 
Stadium, in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

The FAU team played a powerful 
game and rallied in overtime to beat the 
Warriors football team of the University of 
Hawaii 35-28 Saturday night, September 4. 
This exciting game was played at 6:05 p.m. 
local Honolulu time, which means that the 
game was on after midnight Sunday morning 
eastern daylight saving time in Florida. 

While Hurricane Frances hammered 
the State of Florida more than 5,000 miles 
away, this game was being played out in front 
of more than 39,000 frenzied fans of the 
University of Hawaii Warriors football team. 
No more than 200 FAU alumni, relatives and 
friends were at the game to support their 
favorite home team. 

Smith, playing left guard, had 26 rela- 
tives and friends who jetted all the way from 
the Brighton reservation to witness history 
being made with the first Seminole tribal mem- 
ber to be playing at this skill level. 

The FAU defense held Timmy Chang, 
a Heisman Trophy candidate last year and his 
high-powered offense, a meager 302 yards of 
offense. Last year, the Warriors often averaged 
twice that number of yards. 

This victory proved to be a huge win 


for the FAU Owls in their new 1 - A division by 
beating Hawaii at their home in the first game 
of the new college football season. 
Schnellenberger and his coaching staff did a 
remarkable job preparing for this big game. 

The team prepared relentlessly, even practicing 
in the middle of the night to get those bio- 
rhythms in sync with Hawaii’s six-hour time 
difference. 

Hawaii’s head coach June Jones 
thought it was a great win for the FAU pro- 
gram. 

“We had our chances to win this 
game, but they were a very good football 
team,” Jones said. 

Before the game, FAU was chosen by 
most experts as 22-point underdogs, but that 
didn’t seem to deter these tough young Florida 
athletes. While ignoring those enormous odds 
and playing inspired football, they were slowly 
able to add points on the board while limiting 
the Warrior’s attempts to get out in front early 
in the game. 

This was the second time the Owls 
posted a shocking victory with an upset in a 
season opener. FAU defeated Middle Tennessee 
State in 2003 in the final play, for the first win 
over a Division I-A school after only 22 games. 
This was the quickest that any team had 
accomplished this feat in NCAA history. 

FAU outplayed the Warriors who were 
coming off a 9-3 season, even though the 
Warriors had many chances to win this opener 

See SMITH, page 5 


Tribal Council Holds 
Regular Meeting 

Council welcomes two special guests, 
Jacqueline Johnson and Dave Nicholas 

By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — At last month’s tribal 
council meeting, they welcomed University of Miami 
President Donna Shalala. This month was no different 
as the council welcomed Jacqueline Johnson, executive 
director of the National Congress of American Indians 
(NCAI) and Dave Nicholas from the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs’ (BIA) law enforcement services department. 

Johnson briefly spoke about the up-coming 
NCAI conference that will take place in Hollywood the 
week of Oct. 10. She said the dates for this year’s con- 
vention have been scheduled earlier than usual to corre- 
spond with the presidential election. 

“Never before have we moved our meeting to 
have it before the presidential election,” she said. 

Johnson said the NCAI has extended invita- 
tions to both presidential candidates since it will be the 
largest gathering of Native Americans. She said “NCAI 
will be here in full force” and anticipates about 4,000 
Native Americans attending this annual convention. 

She said that Senator John Kerry’s staff has 
given her “pretty good word” that he will attend. 
However, she said there has been no response from 
President George W. Bush’s people. 

Johnson then reminded the council that this 
year is the 50th anniversary of the U.S.’s federal termi- 
nation attempts on Native American tribes. She said the 
NCAI provided immense support to the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida to fight termination. 

Consequently, NCAI is attempting to raise 
money through donations from “the Seminole Tribe as 
well as other tribes that NCAI helped during that termi- 
nation” to build a permanent NCAI headquarter build- 
ing in Washington, D.C. 

The council, as well as Tribal Treasurer Mike 
Tiger, thanked Johnson for bringing this to their atten- 
tion. The council said they would consider her proposal. 

Deputy Chief Will Latchford from the 
Seminole Police Department (SPD) introduced Dave 
Nicholas to the council. Floyd told the council that, 
while preparing for the arrival of Hurricane Frances, 
Nicholas contacted SPD to let him know the tribe had 
full BIA support. 

“When Hurricane Frances was approaching we 
got a call from the Bureau of Indian Affairs law 
enforcement and they advised us that they were going 
to send out their mobile command vehicles down to 
Florida just in case Hurricane Frances makes a direct 
hit on any of the reservations,” Latchford said. 

Graciously, the BIA left the mobile command 
vehicles in the event that they would be needed during 
Hurricane Ivan. 

Nicholas commended the professionalism of 
the Seminole tribe’s department of emergency servic- 
es-both SPD and the fire department. He added that the 
BIA officers who the tribe during Hurricane Frances 
said they were “very surprised, very impressed” with 
what they saw from these tribal employees. 

Following these two special guests, the council 
unanimously approved the 12 items on their consent 
agenda. In addition, they unanimously approved four 
other resolutions. 

These resolutions dealt with a purchase agree- 
ment with the Ford motor company, the development of 
50 acres in Brighton, the approval of using 
PriceWaterhouseCooper, an international professional 
services firm for advisory services and an amendment 
to the Seminole Indian Casino’s 401(k) plan. 


New Native Employees at the Seminole Police Department 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Recently the Seminole Police Department 
(SPD) added three new employees: Charlie Tiger, a member of the Seminole 
Nation of Oklahoma, tribal citizen Gail Cypress and Cathy Frank from the 
Swinomish Tribe in Washington State. 

Tiger attended Haskell University in Lawrence, Kan., where he stud- 
ied electronics. After graduation, he lived in California for five years and was 
employed at Lawrence Radiation Laboratory and was also a diver for the 
California Sheriff’s Department, where he became exposed to the law 
enforcement environment and gained motivation to pursue a career in the 
field. 


He retired in 1991 
from the Hollywood Police 
Department in Florida, 
where he served 1 7 years of 
duty as a police officer. 

After his retirement 
and prior to joining the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Tiger toured the Caribbean 
as a judge of the Billfishing 
Xtreme Release League that 
is televised on ESPN2. 

Tiger said that he 
was approached by Jack 
Chalphant of the Brighton 
SPD, who spoke to him in 
hopes to recruit him into the 
department. Chalphant told 
him that as a Native 
American, he would be a 
great asset to the department 
and the community, and 
Tiger eventually joined SPD 
in July. 

“I was told by the 
community that they feel 
better to have someone in 
the department they can 
relate to,” said Tiger. “It’s 
more laid back here com- 
pared to Hollywood and the 



Adelsa Williams 


SPD Officer Charlie Tiger 



department has treated me as if I’ve worked here for years.” 

Tiger is a proud father of two children he raised and is married to 
Abby, a sergeant with the Broward Sheriff’s Office in the fugitive squad. 

Cypress, Bird clan, was hired in May for the position of administra- 
tive assistant to Deputy Chief Will Latchford of the Hollywood SPD. Prior to 
joining the department, she was employed for several years as a clerk in the 
Seminole Tribe’s purchasing department. 

She said of the highlights of her new position is the opportunity she 
has to experience what happens “on the other side of the fence.” 

“Every day I went home after work I saw what goes on the reserva- 
tion,” she said, “I know 
the community because I 
live in it; now I get to 
know the officers as 
individuals.” 

Cypress cur- 
rently attends Broward 
Community College and 
plans to further her edu- 
cation, majoring in psy- 
chology. She has been a 
foster parent for the past 
two-and-a-half years. 

She recently took on the 
responsibility of caring 
for a newborn girl whom 
she fostered until she 
was four months old. 

After that expe- 
rience, she decided to 
Adelsa williams commence working full 

Administrative Assistant Gail Cypress time again while attend- 

ing college on a part time 

basis. 

Frank is currently training at the Broward Community College 
police academy and is being sponsored by the Seminole Police Department. 
She was previously employed at Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami, where 
she worked for five years in the emergency room. Prior to that, she worked 
three years at the Cleveland Clinic Hospital, also in the emergency room. 

Frank is married to tribal citizen Larry Frank, general manager of 
gaming operations at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood. 
They have seven children, two of which live at home. 
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Grand Opening of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Commemoritve Issue of The Seminole Tribune 

History. . . 

Culture . . . 
Enterprises . . . 

Learn about the rich history of The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. In this colorful 64 page 
booklet, there is something for everyone, 
from students to history buffs and even aca- 
demic researchers. Don’t miss this great 
opportunity to take home the only compre- 
hensive guide to The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s rich history and culture, as well as 
the tribe’s enterprises. Buy one get “Day in 
the Life of Big Cypress” Free! 

Please send check or money order in the amount of $8 to The Seminole Tribune, 
Commemorative Booklet, 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FT 33024. Or order 
online at www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace. For more information please call 
(800) 683-7800, Ext. 1266. 



Attention Tribal Citizens 

All tribal citizens of The Seminole Tribe of Florida 

who live out of state are eligible to receive a 
free subscription of The Seminole Tribune. 

Please fill out the information below and mail to: 

The Seminole Tribune 

6300 Stirling Road, Room 235 - Hollywood, FL 33024 


Name. 


Tribal Roll Number 


Address. 


City State Zip. 


Phone. 


E-mail. 


Additional Info 

As soon as we receive this information, your subscription will 
be mailed to you. Thank you very much. 


Announcement Form 

Attention Seminole tribal citizens and employees: If you would like to 
submit an announcement (birthday, baby, marriage, etc.) to The Seminole 
Tribune , and to insure correct spelling, please fill out the information provided 
below. If you have any questions about deadlines, etc., please call The Seminole 
Tribune at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1267, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Our fax num- 
ber is (954) 967-3482. Thanks. 

Please Write Your Announcement Below (Please Print Clearly) 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 


MOTHER: 


FATHER: 


CHILDREN: 


GRANDPARENTS: 


CLAN: (OPTIONAL) 

If you would like your photos mailed back to you, 
please include your mailing address. 


The Seminole Tribune 


f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the editor, 
Michael Kelly at (800) 683-7800, 


Ext. 1267. E-mail 
mkelly@semtribe.com, fax 
(954) 967-3482, or mail to: The 
Seminole Tribune, 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024, 



T he following deadlines 

apply to all submissions for 
inclusion into the Tribune : 

Issue: October 15, 2004 

Deadline: October 1, 2004 

Issue: November 5, 2004 

Deadline: October 23, 2004 


Editor-in-Chief: 

Virginia Mitchell 

Editor: 

Michael Kelly 
Assistant Editor: 
Shelley Marmor 
Business Manager: 
Darline Buster 
Graphic Designer: 
Melissa Sherman 


Graphic Design 
Assistant: 

Stephen Galla 

Reporters: 

Iretta Tiger, 
Adelsa Williams 

Photo Archivist/Reporter: 

Felix DoBosz 


Issue: November 26, 2004 

Deadline: November 12, 2004 

♦♦♦ 

Issue: December 17, 2004 

Deadline: December 3, 2004 

Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 


Contributors: 

Alexandra Frank, Emma Brown, 
Judy Weeks, Kenny Bayon, Gary Bitner, 
Lucy Evanicki, Michael Goodman, Nery 
Mejicano, Randi M. Simmons, 
Susan Etxebarria and Tabitha Osceola, 
Christopher Scanlon, Barbara Boling 


The Seminole Tribune 


Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and 
other information may be downloaded 
from the internet at: 
www.seminoletribe.com/tribune. 


Postmaster: 

Send Address Changes to 
The Seminole Tribune 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024 


is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association. Letters/e-mails to 
the editor must be signed and may be edit- 
ed for publication. Subscription rate is $30 
per year by mail. Make checks payable to 
The Seminole Tribune , 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, FL 33024. Phone: 
(954) 967-3416. Fax: (954) 967-3482. 
Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 
© Seminole Tribe of Florida 



Letters & E-mail 

6300 Stirling Road Hollywood, FL 33024 tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Editor, 

On July 4, we visited Billie 
Swamp Safari and purchased a small alli- 
gator head. On returning to New Zealand, 
the head was seized and we were told by 
customs that under the CITES act the 
head required an export permit. Would 
you be able to send us the required paper 
work so we can sort this out and collect 
our alligator head from customs? 

My residential address is 7 1 
Maxted Road, RD3, Drury, Auckland, 
New Zealand. Or E-mail to 
cohom@quicksilver.net.nz. 

Looking forward to hearing from 

you 

Tom Austin 

Dear Mr. Austin , 

Hello again. I received response 
from our governing authority as copied 
below. I hope this will help. We have 
never encountered this problem before. 

Below is some information on 
why you ran into problems with bringing 
the alligator through customs. 

Sincerely, 

Debi Lee 

Administrative Assistant 
Billie Swamp Safari 

Hi Mr. Austin, 

The American alligator is pro- 
tected by the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES) and is on the CITES 
Appendix-II list. Unfortunately, New 
Zealand is one of the CITES parties that 
does not recognize the personal effects 
exemption under CITES. So even items 
such as the alligator head taken overseas 
as hand-carried accompanying baggage 
must have a CITES permit to go from 
the U.S. to New Zealand. 

Mr. Austin has the option of 
submitting an application to this office 
for a retrospective export permit if the 
New Zealand CITES authority wants 
him to do that. He can request an appli- 
cation by contacting us at managemen- 
tauthority@fws.gov. 

While you do not have to be 
responsible for informing customers the 
requirements of their own countries, you 
can tell them that they risk confiscation 
of these items if they take them to their 
home countries and they arrive without 
the CITES permit. Unfortunately, it is 
not possible for the Fish and Wildlife 
Service to offer a quick turn-around on 
issuing CITES permits for such items as 
my office has a tremendous backlog and 
processing times can exceed 90 days. 

An option for Mr. Austin, if he 
is willing, is to hold the item, obtain the 
CITES permit, and ship the item at a 
later date. The application form is 
http://forms.fws.gov/3-200-2 7.pdf. 

let us know if you have other 
questions on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Monica Farris 
Senior Permit Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Management 
Authority 

Dear Editor, 

Hi, I have a campsite in the 
Seminole campground and was wondering 
if anyone could tell me if there is any 
damage there. Tried calling but can not 
get though on the phone, it rings busy all 
the time. Please help me. 

Thank you, 

Heidi George 

Dear Ms. George, 

The Big Cypress RV Resort has 
not sustained any damage due to 
Hurricane Frances. 

Dear Editor, 

My name is Melinda Pash and I 
am a graduate student in history at the 
University of Tennessee. My dissertation 
topic is Korean War veterans and I am 
trying to locate Native American Korean 
War veterans to survey or interview. I 
very much want to include them in my 
study. 

Can you please tell me if the 
Seminole Tribune is an appropriate place 


to put a little squib on my project and if 
so how I would go about putting one in? 
My contact information is (910) 223- 
0809, 2334 Colgate Drive, Fayetteville, 
NC 28304 and my email is blue5@mind- 
spring.com_. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Melinda Pash 

Hi Ms. Pash, 

Your e-mail has been forwarded 
to me for a reply. The Seminole Tribe 
does not have any Korean War vets. We 
have one veteran that served during the 
Korean War, but not actually in Korea. I 
don’t know if that counts in your disserta- 
tion, but let me know if it would. 

As far as an article in The 
Seminole Tribune , submit one to the 
Editor-in-Chief Virginia Mitchell. Our 
newspaper goes all over Indian Country; 
someone may reply, but you would have 
to be patient. 

Thanks, 

Stephen D. Bowers 

Liaison/Veteran Service Officer 

Dear Editor, 

I am writing in reference to a 
word. How do you pronounce Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki? What does the word unity mean 
in the Creek language? 

Thank you, 

divory@cmkds.com 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki means “to learn.” 
It is pronounced Ahh-Tahh-Thee-Kee. 

Thank you, 

The Seminole Marketplace 
Dear Editor, 

I am interested in trying a little 
alligator wrestling. Can you tell me where 
I can try my hand at it? 

Thank you, 

Alex 


nature boardwalk and even a living vil- 
lage. 

Just down the road is Billie 
Swamp Safari, the Seminole’s eco-her- 
itage wildlife park. At Billie Swamp 
Safari you can glide through the river of 
grass or idle through a cypress dome on 
the airboat ride. Take a swamp buggy 
eco-tour out into the land where the 
Seminoles lived and visit a reconstructed 
authentic Seminole camp. Learn the his- 
tory of the Seminoles; learn about medi- 
cine plants and the flora and fauna of 
the environment and even about the 
native and exotic wildlife that roams the 
area. 

Many schools bring their classes 
out to the museum and safari while 
studying Florida history. The safari has 
even adjusted its buggy tour to share 
information that coincides with the cur- 
riculum of Florida history taught to 
fourth graders in Florida schools. 

We hope you will come to visit 
the museum and the swamp safari. 

Thank you, 

Lucy Evanicki 

Tribal Marketing Director 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 

Dear Ms. Virginia Mitchell, 

On behalf of the committee 
members producing the Sixth Annual 
Crystal Vision Gala, we would like to 
extend our recognition and appreciation 
for the three color ads that you have pro- 
vided us for use in your publication. 

Rather than waiting after the 
event takes place to thank you for your 
donation, we wanted to acknowledge your 
generosity now. The success of this 
fundraiser is a result of organizations and 
companies such as yours. Your contribu- 
tion will help raise much needed funds for 
the Art and Culture Center of Hollywood 
so we are able to continue creating oppor- 
tunities for the entire community to expe- 
rience the very best in visual and perform- 
ing arts. 


Dear Alex, 

The American alligator is a fed- 
erally protected species in the United 
States and you would need to check with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 
exact regulations. Alligator wrestling is 
not something that we would recommend 
trying your hand at without extensive 
education and experience with reptiles 
and their environment, otherwise the 
alligator may end up trying your hand. 

One of our reptile handlers did 
say that the American Zoological 
Association offers classes 
on crocodilians at the St. 

Augustine, Fla. Alligator 
Farm in North Florida. 

Sincerely, 

Debi Lee 
Administrative 
Assistant 

Billie Swamp 

Safari 


This is an exciting era for the 
downtown area of Hollywood. We intend 
to be an integral part of the growth and 
development that is planned for its future. 
Your interest in our fundraising efforts 
helps us achieve this goal! 

Again, we thank you for your 
commitment to our organization and the 
arts! 

Sincerely, 

Joy A. Satterlee, APR 

Deputy Director 

Art and Culture Center of 
Hollywood 




i> Mark your Calendars Today: 


Dear Editor, 

My daughter’s 
school is studying early 
Florida history for the first 
semester of school this year. 

I was wondering if your 
reservation offers any tours 
or educational programs for 
children? 

Thank you, 
Courtney 
Gonzalez 

Tampa, Fla. 

Dear Ms. Gonzalez, 

The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum is a wonderful 
place to learn about the 
culture and heritage of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki means 
“things remembered, things 
learned “in native 
Miccosukee language. The 
museum is of five-star 
Smithsonian quality and 
features a film about the 
history of the Seminoles, 
rare artifacts, displays, a 
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Perrie Whidden-Brugh 

Hyatt Brugh, a member of the Brighton community, proves you are never to young to lend a helping hand 
as he assists workers that where picking up donations for victim’s of Hurricane Charley. 


Lending A Helping Hand to Hurricane Victims 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee reserva- 
tion has been threatened by three hurricanes in the 
past month. Charlie, Frances and Ivan have left mini- 
mal damage, heavy rains and loss of power for short 
periods of time. Other than being inconvenienced, 
our lives have been unaffected. 

However our neighbors to the north and 
west have not been so fortunate. Many are not only 
homeless, but have lost their income. 

Mario and Lorraine Posada, residents of the 
Immokalee reservation, were deeply concerned as 
they watched on television the extreme damage 
caused by Hurricane Charlie. As owners of Posada 
Tae Kwon Do, Inc. they saw an opportunity to assist. 
They started by approaching the parents of their stu- 
dents in an effort to raise funds for the less fortunate. 

The response was over- whelming. 

Gary Holloway of local radio station Fiesta 
Mexicana, WAFZ 1490 AM, is a close friend of the 
Posadas. He offered not only to spread the word over 
the air waves but his influence in the Immokalee 
community. 

A door-to-door fund drive produced approxi- 
mately $2,000 from not only residents and businesses 
but the Seminole Pool League who made generous 
donations. Holloway managed to procure the use of a 
large refrigerated truck and one of the Mexicana 
stores provided a great deal of ice to help those per- 
sons who no longer had refrigeration. 

The Posadas took the funds collected to 
Sam’s Club® and purchased huge quantities of much 
needed supplies for the hurricane victims. They origi- 
nally planned to make one trip to the ravaged area in 
a small truck. Between the items purchased at Sam’s 
Club® and donated by local businesses, it was possi- 
ble to make a few trips in the large truck. 

The Salvation Army® and American Red 
Cross were hard at work giving relief at established 
distribution centers. Naturally, these were set up in 


heavily populated areas to serve the greatest number 
of people. The Immokalee trucks selected Pine 
Island, Fla. and rural areas of Arcadia, Fla. for indi- 
vidual distribution. Both communities comprise a 
large number of people whose livelihood was 
destroyed along with their homes. 

The residents of Pine Island predominantly 
work in the commercial fishing and/or tourist indus- 
try as a means of income. Both have been severely 
impacted by the devastation of Hurricane Charlie and 
heavy rains of Hurricane Frances. 

Arcadia derives nearly all of its revenue 
from citrus, produce or cattle. Not only was the 
downtown historic district nearly leveled, but the 
large trailer population had their homes swept away. 
The crops in the fields were flooded, cattle ranches 
are under water, and the citrus trees lost their leaves 
and fruit in the high winds. 

People are living in make shift tents as they 
attempt to salvage whatever possessions they can and 
build some sort of shelter for their families. Many of 
the residents do not have transportation or cannot 
spend all day obtaining ice and a few essential items. 
Their valuable time must be spent acquiring a home 
or trying to find some form of income. 

It is impossible to express the joy and relief 
in the faces of the people when the trucks rolled in 
carrying ice, water, fruit drinks, milk, canned goods, 
meals in a box, bread, diapers, baby wipes, paper 
goods, coolers and so much more. It is hard for us to 
imagine the thrill of receiving a simple tooth brush, 
bar of soap or plastic tarp. 

The delivery people were over- whelmed by 
the devastation they saw and the impact it had upon 
the people. You will never in your life time feel as 
rewarded as when you reach out to help someone in 
need. The Seminole Tribe is well known throughout 
Florida for their generosity in fund drives of all kinds 
and the reputation lives on in Immokalee. 


Post-Hurricane: Is Mold A Threat To Your Home? 


By Virginia Yarce, Environmental Health 
Program 

After tropical storms or hurricanes, unwant- 
ed water can enter your home and where there is 
warmth and moisture harmful molds can grow. The 
good news is you can prevent mold by drying out 
leaks quickly and stopping added moisture from 
entering your home. That is why it is so important to 
check your home for slow leaks after the storms and 
hurricanes. 

Mold is a fungus, like mushrooms and yeast. 
Mold grows by digesting, so it destroys what it grows 
on, whether it is dead leaves in nature or something 
you value in your home. It can grow on things like 
food, wood, paper, carpet and furniture. 

It can spread through your home by produc- 
ing tiny spores that spread through the air. You may 
smell mold before you see it-if you notice moisture 
and warmth, it is smart to suspect mold. 

Besides being unsightly and destructive, it is 
important to stop mold because it can hurt your fami- 
ly’s health. Allergic responses to mold include hay 
fever type symptoms such as sneezing, runny nose, 
red eyes and skin rash. It can also cause asthma 
attacks. 

There are many different types of mold, and 
some are more hazardous than others. Regardless of 
what type of mold may be growing in your home, 
two things must happen; first, the mold must be 
stopped and second, all the mold must be removed. 

Here are 10 tips for dealing with mold: 

1 . Check out areas in your home where 
humidity and moisture levels are high, this includes 
bathrooms, kitchens, or in walls where water from 
leaky pipes, windows or roofs may accumulate. 


2. Open a window or use a fan when show- 
ering, and keep the humidity level in your house 
below 50 percent. Use an air conditioner during 
humid weather. 

3. Act fast. Dry all leaks and spills as soon 
as they happen. Mold only needs 48 hours to grow 
when a leak happens. 

4. When you touch mold, do not breathe in 
the spores that become airborne. Leave it alone until 
you have proper protection. You need long rubber 
gloves, eye protection, and a N95 dust respirator 
which you can get at a local hardware store for about 
$10. Also, dress in long sleeves and open windows 
for fresh air. 

5. Make sure to find the moisture source and 
stop it so mold does not continue. 

6. Non-porous materials (like a metal object 
or ceramic tiles) can be scrubbed with 3 tablespoons 
of bleach in a quart of water. Porous materials (like 
carpet or ceiling tiles) must be removed and thrown 
away. 

7. Don’t just kill mold, because dead mold 
can also cause allergic reactions. Remove mold as 
completely as possible. 

8. If the moldy area is larger than 10 square 
feet, get professional help. 

9. You don’t need to test mold. All molds 
should be removed. 

10. Get mold information from trustworthy 
sources. The Office of Native American Programs has 
an excellent resource posted at 
www.codetalk.fed.us/MoldDetection.pdf_and the 
Environmental Protection Agency provides informa- 
tion at www.epa.gov/mold. 
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Seminoles Seek Shelter from Hurricane 
Frances at Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — As Hurricane Frances 
slowly made its way to Florida, Seminole citizens 
braced themselves and sought shelter in an unusual 
place. 

Thought not in the original emergency plans 
as a shelter, the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
became a second home to many tribal citizens includ- 
ing its seniors. Tribal citizens were not only given 
shelter, but they were also provided with food. 

The hotel prepared its ball rooms should it 
become necessary to move the guests from their 
rooms. 

The Hard Rock Hotel employees who did 
work during this time were also given rooms. Due to 
a limited staff those that did work were constantly 
on-call. 

There were very few inconveniences during 
the storm. The Hard Rock Cafe and the Council Oak 
restaurants were closed and the pay-per-view movies 
were not available. At the worst part of the storm the 


power flickered several times. 

Many of the tribal youth wandered the hotel 
looking for entertainment. They were so bored some 
contemplated sneaking a game on the slots. Too bad 
many of them have no patience for reading; they 
don’t know what they’re missing. 

The adults were content to try their luck at 
the slots from time to time. The hotel was functioning 
as it normally does so much so that when you were 
out and about in the hotel it was hard to remember 
there was a hurricane. 

By Saturday night when the worst of the 
storm had passed the Hard Rock was filled with peo- 
ple. On Sunday, the place was packed. It seemed that 
everyone in the Hollywood area wanted out of their 
houses. Also on Sunday, the Hard Rock Cafe had 
reopened with a slightly limited menu. 

A special thank you to the Hard Rock Hotel 
staff for making this frightening time a very comfort- 
able one and thank you to Council Representative 
Max Osceola, Jr. 




Images of Frances in Seminole Counfry 


Ken Bonawitz 

Hurricane force winds were able to bend the steel frame at the Micco airplane hanger in Big Cypress. 


Oliver Wareham 

SPD kept a close eye on Hollywood tribal headquarters as the storm crept closer to Florida. 


Hurricane season is here. Please check to make sure you 
have two weeks supply of your medications and diabetic 
supplies. 

To refill any medications or supplies that are needed, 
please call the Hollywood clinic at (954) 962-2009, Big 
Cypress and Immokalee (863) 983-5151, or Brighton (863) 
763-0271 


Wanda Bowers 

Tribal employees closely monitored Hurricane Frances in the Hollywood conference room. 


Wanda Bowers 

Frances’s strong winds rustled the palm trees at the entrance to the Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel. 
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Adelsa Williams 

The Health Plan/Insurance team: (L-R) Mimi Sawabini, Carlene Barrau, Diane Tijburg, Gail Seale, 

Cindy Cozier, Verna McPartland, Angela Lambert. 


Meet the Health Plan/Insurance 
Administration Department Staff 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Employees at the health 
plan department are responsible for administrating 
the medical, dental and vision insurance for tribal 
members and employees of the tribe. 

Seven employees monitor the eligibility of 
members and their dependants, determine appropriate 
and covered benefits, audit and issue payments to all 
providers of services. 

Last year, the department handled more than 
50,000 medical claims and 25,000 telephone 
inquiries. Just recently a decision was made to keep 
all activities related to insurance administration in- 
house rather than contracting a third party administra- 


tor as it was done in the past. 

Cindy Cozier says she is fortunate to be a 
part of the start-up of the Tribe’s health plan adminis- 
tration. 

“We literally had to start from scratch,” she 
said, “I remember our first claim, we were so excited; 
we have come a long way.” 

The department is located off site in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. just a few miles from the Hollywood 
tribal office headquarters. Their new address is 5201 
Ravenswood Rd., Suite 107. If you have any ques- 
tions regarding your insurance benefits, feel free to 
contact them at (954) 981-7410. 


Meet Brighton’s Representatives 
Roger Smith and Johnny Jones 



Tribal Council Representative Johnny Jones 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Everyone at Brighton 
knows Roger Smith and Johnny Jones, or at least they 
should. Smith is the council representative, and Jones 
is the representative to the board of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

Both have a pretty high profile in Brighton. 
But, tribal citizens in Tampa and Immokalee, and 
maybe even a few at Big Cypress, may not know that 
much about who Smith and Jones are in real life. So, 
for the record, here’s a 
little background on 
these two men who 
yield a lot of influence 
and shoulder much 
responsibility. 

Roger Smith, 

Bira Clan 

Before the 
Seminole Tribe of 
Florida was officially 
recognized by the U.S. 
government in 1957, 

Jack and Leona Smith 
had to move around a 
lot in order to survive. 

Their son, Roger, barely 
remembers moving to 
the Brighton 
Reservation from 
Okeechobee when he 
was nearly four years 
old. 

He remembers 
people living in chick- 
ees because they could 
not afford houses, say- 
ing, “Back then, we 
were kind of poor.” 

One of the few 
outlets for the young 
people in those days 
was sports and he 
played softball. His 
father worked hard on 
the land and Smith did 
too. As a kid his dad 
showed him how to 
operate heavy equip- 
ment. After graduating 
from Moore Haven 

High School in 1972, 

Smith went to work for 

the road department under the auspices of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA). He also married Diane Snow, 
and together they have raised a family of four lovely 
girls. 

As a family man it was his goal to become 
financially secure despite the limited career opportu- 
nities at that time. 

“I decided, even though I didn’t make a lot 
of money back then, that I would pay all my bills,” 
he said. 

Eventually he was able to invest in a herd of 
cattle and he still works the cows today. He said he 
enjoys his job because “cattle ranching is in my 
blood.” 

And today he is happy to say that everything 
he owns, his house, his cars and trucks, everything, is 
paid off. 

“Everything I owed is now all mine,” he 

said. 

With the same conviction, Smith believes the 
tribe must rely on itself and not be in debt to the U.S. 
government. 

“I accomplished what I wanted to do, so 
now I want to help the tribe,” he said. 

This is Smith’s second time serving as a 
council representative. He was a representative in the 
early- 1990s for four years and was elected again last 
year for another two year term. 

Smith attributes a lot of the current prosperi- 
ty and self-sufficiency of the tribe to the popularity of 
gaming at Seminole casinos and resorts. But, he wor- 
ries that the young people of the tribe will get com- 
placent and not try hard enough to make it on their 
own as long as the money comes easy. 

He said he wants to motivate the tribal youth 
to get an education, preferably a college degree, and 
to get jobs so they will become leaders and have 
pride in their own accomplishments. 

Smith said his motive for getting involved in 
the politics of the tribe is to help people get what they 
need. 

“We have been struggling all our lives and I 


Susan Etxebarria 



Iretta Tiger 

Tribal Board Representative Roger Smith 


just want us to catch up with the real world.” 

He said he gets a sense of satisfaction look- 
ing around Brighton and seeing all the progress made 
in recent years: the decent housing instead of chick- 
ees, the new pre-school and health clinic, the senior 
center, library and gymnasium. 

His personal message to the tribal citizens is 
“Keep your head up and trust in your leaders. We are 
trying to accomplish a lot of things.” 

Johnny Jones, 
Panther Clan 

Jones, 43, was raised 
from birth at Brighton reserva- 
tion. His parents, Ollie and 
Shule, raised him and his three 
brothers, Parker, Mingo and 
Danny, through the difficult 
years when the tribe struggled. 
As a teenager he liked to hang 
out with his dad, a heavy equip- 
ment operator and mechanic 
who passed on these skills to 
his son. Jones also played soft- 
ball and basketball as a teenager 
and that gave him the chance to 
travel off the reservation. 

One person who had 
an impact on his early life was 
his uncle, Bert Jones, a Vietnam 
veteran, who taught him about 
Indian medicine. 

After graduating from 
Moore Haven High School, 
Jones started working in con- 
struction, building houses on the 
reservation. He married Oneva 
Osceola and has two boys and 
two girls. He said his family 
likes to attend powwows and 
rodeos; one of his daughters is 
even a barrel racer. When he 
gets the chance he likes to hunt 
and do a little team roping for 
fun. 

This is the first time 
that Jones has held a position as 
a board representative and he 
likes the challenge of the job. 

He was elected in 2003. Jones 
works out of an office in the 
Brighton cattle and agriculture 

building where he is responsible 

for overseeing all the board’s 
enterprises including the development of the Trading 
Post Convenience Store and Gas Station, the opera- 
tion at the shell pit, the citrus, sugar cane, orange 
groves and cattle operations at Brighton. He does not 
manage these operations, but reports to the board 
about the problems or concerns of the operations. 

“We have a great crew doing their jobs,” he 

said. 

He also helps with the sponsorship of vari- 
ous programs and events held throughout the year. If 
there is something going on, Jones is always there 
helping out. 

“My dream is to keep the tribe running and 
keep it going as it has been,” he said. 

But, it is also the responsibility of the board 
to look toward the future. His belief is that the tribe 
should not rely solely on casinos and gaming for its 
economic survival. Looking at the long term, he 
wants to see continued diversification of business 
enterprises that will strengthen the tribal economy. 

Since serving on the board he has learned 
there are many possibilities to take care of for the 
tribe. 

“When I first got into this office they said 
you can’t push to get things done, but I have learned 
a lot about what the board can do,” Jones said. 

He said that planning is the key to future 
growth. What can be envisioned is only possible with 
planning and then understanding that sound planning 
will take time, sometimes years. 

Jones said the most recent business of the 
board has been to purchase property once owned by 
Carl Baxley that fronts Highway 78 in Lakeport, Fla. 

For years it has been the location of a tobac- 
co shop, but the board bought the land to provide a 
more accessible right-of-way on to the reservation. 
Helping with planning for the eventual use of this 
land is an exciting aspect of Jones’ job. 


There Is A Knock On the Door 


By Mark Billie 

There is a knock on the door as the family is 
getting ready to have breakfast. It is the tribal police 
who are following up on a hit a run accident that 
occurred the night before. Anna, the oldest of the 
family’s three children had been out partying with 
friends the night before and was under the influence 
of alcohol when she got behind the wheel of her car. 

She is not really sure what happened, but her 
vehicle has clear evidence of having been in a crash. 
Anna is arrested, goes through the legal process, and 
thanks to a sympathetic judge, Anna goes through 
rehab for her drug and alcohol problem. 

As this skit ends, one can presume that Anna 
is on the way to a better life, but Anna is a mere char- 
acter in a skit entitled, “I Ain’t That Bad.” The skit 
was put on by a small group of tribal members who 
organize the Annual Wellness conference. In a perfect 
world, happy endings always prevail, interventions 
work, and prevention outweighs negative conse- 
quences. In the real world, the one we live out every 
day here on the reservation, we see, or sometimes 
refuse to see, the tragedy that is played out constant- 

iy- 

I recently attended another funeral for one of 
my nieces who had just turned twenty in July. Her 
story ended with an overdose of drugs leading to her 
death. Her life and death is representative of a hun- 
dred different stories being played out in our commu- 
nities today. Too many of these stories tragically end 


in death, and other negative outcomes. 

Before her death, my niece made several 
telephone calls. She was seeking help-help to sort out 
some of her confusion. Help in understanding some 
of her feelings. 

What will it take? One can say, “Yeah, we’re 
going to start something pretty soon” or “We’re look- 
ing for someone to run a program.” Sometimes, when 
another story ends in tragedy we say, “If only I had 
said something...” 

To that I respond that it may be too late for 
those we have already lost, but it is not too late for 
those who are still with us. What will it take for us as 
tribal members to get involved and make a difference 
in our community? Addiction plays no favorites. We 
are either part of the problem, or part of the solution. 

That small group of tribal members I men- 
tioned earlier is a good example of individuals mak- 
ing a difference. They worked hard, not just at put- 
ting on this skit, but organizing all the elements that 
make up the annual wellness conference. They are 
simply a group of tribal members seeking to make a 
difference in their communities. 

All too often, the contributions made by our 
tribal members go unrecognized. It is always the pro- 
fessionals we hire that make events such as this one 
happen. It is not always the professional who can 
make a difference. It is the concerned tribal member. 
What can you contribute to your community? 


Blood Drive at Tribal Headquarters 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On Sept. 17 about 20 
tribal citizens and tribal employees gave blood at the 
last blood drive that will take place at the Hollywood 
offices until 2005. The blood drive took place in the 
auditorium lobby from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and was facili- 
tated by the health department. 

Committed health department employee 
Shannon McKeown, a health educator, was one of 
the first to give blood. McKeown said the event was 
a success and was happy so many people donated 
blood. 

Phlebotomists from the Community Blood 
Centers of South Florida collected blood. The blood 
will all go to Memorial Hospital’s blood bank, where 
it will be chilled, tested and ultimately dispersed to 
those who need it. 



Adelsa Williams 


Communications manager Cindy Malin. 



Adelsa Williams 


Octovio Rivera bears the pain to donate blood. 


This was the first blood drive that did not 
occur in Memorial Hospital’s Bloodmobile. 
Memorial Hospital, along with 12 other South 
Florida hospitals, will now receive blood via collec- 
tions made by Community Blood Centers of South 
Florida. For more information on donating blood 
please visit the Community Blood Centers of South 
Florida website at www.cbcsf.org. 
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First Shops and Restaurants Open at Seminole Paradise 

Special entertainment scheduled, Friday-Sunday, Sept. 17-19 


Submitted by Gary Bitner 

HOLLYWOOD— A new shopping, 
dining and entertainment mecca comes to life 
this weekend with the opening of the first stores 
and restaurants at Seminole Paradise, adjacent to 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in 
Hollywood. 

To celebrate the openings, performers 
ranging from magicians to stilt walkers, airbrush 
artists, living statues, disc jockeys and live bands 
attended the opening festivities Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, Sept. 17-19. 

All-American diner Johnny Rockets is 
open and offers juicy hamburgers, hand-dipped 


shakes and malts and freshly-baked apple pie. 
Johnny Rockets is joined by Bad Ass Coffee 
Company, one of the largest distributors of Kona 
coffee from Hawaii. 

These are the first of 1 7 food and din- 
ing outlets slated to open at Seminole Paradise. 

Twelve retail shops are open, including 
Brats, Body Shop, Cache, Footworks, Funky 
Fish, Havana Shirt Company, Karma Men’s 
Salon, Marine Treasures, Plantazia, Quicksilver, 
Richie’s Swimwear, and Sunglass Hut. 

The complex will ultimately include 24 
shops, as well as 1 3 nightclub and entertainment 
venues. 


For retail shops, hours of operation at 
Seminole Paradise are from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Sunday-Thursday and from 1 1 a.m.-l 1 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday. For restaurants, hours of 
operation are from 11 a.m.-l 1 p.m. 
Sunday-Thursday and from 1 1 a.m.-2 a.m. 
Friday and Saturday. 

Seminole Paradise and the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino are located on State 
Road 7 (US 441) north of Stirling Road in 
Hollywood. Parking is free. 

For more information on Seminole 
Paradise, please contact Gary Bitner at (954) 
730-7730, Ext. 120 or (954) 849-7730. 


Tina Marie Osceola Named New Director of Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 


By Michael Kelly 

BIG CYPRESS — Displaying a great 
sense of purpose and determination, Tina Marie 
Osceola has set lofty goals for the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum. She also realizes she has some 
immense shoes to fill, since she became director 
in August, replacing the late Billy Cypress. 

Cypress, who passed away in May 
2004, left an incredible legacy, sharing his 
passion and knowledge of Seminole history 
and culture for the rest of the world to see. In 
Miccosukee, the word Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki means 
“a place to learn.” 

In addition to being named Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum Director, Osceola said she is 
also excited about visiting the National 
Museum of the American Indian, which 
opens in Washington, DC on September 2 1 . 

“Billy Cypress was greatly involved 
in the new museum,” said Osceola. “It’s 
going to seem strange when we visit it. 

[Billy] should be there.” 

Prior to working at the museum, she 
worked for the Collier County Sheriff’s 
Office as a public affairs officer. One of her 
duties included making sure the communities 
worked hand in hand with the local govern- 
ment. 

“It was vital to keep the sheriff up to 
date on all issues, especially after the 9-11 
terrorists attacks,” said Osceola. 

Although Osceola enjoyed her nine 
years working for the Collier County 
Sheriff’s Office, the demands of always being 
on call placed a strain on her home life. She 
said she loves the idea of working for the 
Seminole Tribe because she will be able to 
spend more time with family and friends. 

“I’m very close to my family,” she 
said. “I wanted to be involved in my chil- 
dren’s lives as much as possible.” 

She has two children, Dakota, 1 0 
and Brody, 5, who both love basketball. That 
should come to no surprise as Osceola 
excelled in many sports in high school, playing 
basketball, softball, and volleyball. 

“I’ve only missed one of Dakotas bas- 
ketball games since she was five years old,” 
added Osceola. 

Osceola is married to Arlo Hagen, 
whom she met while working at the Collier 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Her brother is Naples Liaison O.B. 
Osceola, and her grandfather, Cory Osceola, was 
very active in local politics. She said her grand- 
father was a spokesman for the independent 
Seminoles from the 1940s through the 1960s. 

“My family has always been involved 
in the community, and even local politics,” 
Osceola said. 

Osceola added that local government 
leaders in Collier County, out of respect, kept 
her grandfather up to date on important issues. 


She is convinced that her grandfather inspired 
her brother O.B. to become an important com- 
munity leader. She said she also drew inspiration 
from her grandmother, Juanita Cypress Osceola, 
a member of the Panther clan. 

Osceola said she is thoroughly excited 
about her new job because she thinks it is an 


honor to fill such an important position within 
the museum. 

“I want to learn about everything here 
at the museum,” said Osceola. “I’ve spoken with 
knowledgeable co-workers like David Blackard 
and Willard Steele, who are keeping me up to 
speed at the museum. I’ve known David since I 
was five years old and I’m also friends with 
Herbert Jim. He’s awesome and incredibly dedi- 
cated to his culture.” 

Osceola earned a bachelors degree in 
political science at Rollins College, located in 
Winter Park, Fla., and completed her master’s 
degree in public administration at Nova 
Southeastern University in Davie, Fla. 

“I got accepted to Dartmouth College in 
New Hampshire,” she said. “But in the end, I 
didn’t want to leave my family.” 

In a twist of fate, the former president 


of Rollins College was actually the former dean 
of Dartmouth. 

Not only did Osceola value the impor- 
tance of school, but also the need to learn her 
culture. In 1984, she was named Junior Miss 
Seminole and in 1986, earned the distinctive title 
of Miss Seminole. 

Even with years of solid education 
under her belt, Osceola is eager to learn 
from the entire museum staff. 

Among the many things Osceola 
enjoys about the museum is the vast collec- 
tion of Seminole artifacts and crafts. 

Osceola has always had a special fondness 
for Seminole beadwork. 

“When I was three or four, I got 
into beading,” she said. “My family and I 
grew up going from festival to festival, sell- 
ing arts and crafts. You can really get cre- 
ative with it.” 

One of her favorite necklaces to 
make is the dime necklace, which requires 
the use of mercury head dimes. Another fun 
venture for Osceola is her annual trip to 
Milwaukee, Wis. for the Bead&Button (cq) 
show. 

“For any bead maker, it’s heaven,” 
said Osceola. “There are hundreds of bead 
vendors to choose from.” 

She looks forward to her trips to 
New York City to purchase new, colorful 
beads. Osceola often sells her creative neck- 
laces here in Hollywood and at local festi- 
vals when she has the time. 

“I took my father to New York for 
the first time,” said Osceola. “I thought he 
would hate it, but he absolutely fell in love 
with the city. He especially loves hailing 
cabs.” 

Osceola mentioned that a new 
Seminole museum is being constructed next 
to the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
in Hollywood, which should open by the 
end of the year. 

“I would like to add a museum in 
Brighton too,” said Osceola. “We’re so diverse 
with many stories to tell through each reserva- 
tion.” 

Osceola’s dream is that the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum in Big Cypress will be the pinnacle 
for all Native American museums across the 
country. She hopes other tribes will look at this 
incredible museum and use it as a blueprint for 
future Native American museums. 

With the foundation firmly established 
by the late Billy Cypress, and the obtainable 
goals set forth by Osceola, the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum is in good hands. Billy Cypress under- 
stood the need to establish a superior Native 
American museum, dedicated to preserving the 
Seminole culture and rich history, and Tina 
Marie Osceola will carry that legacy on into the 
future. 




Chairman Mitchell Cypress met with legendary 


singer/songwriter Carol Connors at the Greater Ft. 
Lauderdale Lodging and Hospitality Association meeting at 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on July 22. 

Throughout the span of her professional career, 
Connors has been nominated for 10 major music awards, 
including Emmy’s, Grammy’s®, Golden Globe’s® and two 
Oscar’s®. She even co-wrote the theme “Gonna Fly Now” 
from the 1976 Sylvester Stallone film “Rocky.” 

Attention 
Seminole Youth! 

Boys & Girls of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida Essay Contest 
Subject: 

“What Veteran’s Day Means to Me” 
Entries must be received by 
October 27 and turned in to the 
chairman’s office in Hollywood. 

The winners will be asked to 
read their essay at the 
Veteran’s Day celebration at the 
Big Cypress entertainment complex 
on November 9. 

Winners and winning essays will 
also appear in 
The Seminole Tribune. 

Please call (954) 967-3900 
with any questions. 


Smith 

Continued from page 1 

for the frenzied home crowd. 

“This was another step up the ladder of 
greatness I hope,” said Schnellenberger. “We’ve 
got a long way to go, but this was a big 
step.” 

In one of the most critical 
moments in the game, FAU trailed Hawaii 
28-22 and staring at a forth and 23 with 
less than a minute left on the clock. Owls 
senior quarterback Jared Allen threw a 
Hail Mary pass to junior tight end 
Anthony Crissinger-Hill who turned 
quickly around just as the ball spiraled in 
perfectly into his out stretched hands. The 
clutch touchdown catch tied the game at 
28. However, Hawaii managed to block 
the ensuing point after attempt to force 
overtime in regulation play. 

In overtime, Crissinger-Hill 
made another amazing leaping catch over 
the defenders, followed by running back 
Doug Parker’s run into the end zone for 
the winning score. The Warriors had one 
more chance to tie the game, but the FAU 
defenders swatted away four futile pass 
attempts by quarterback Timmy Chang. 

The FAU Owls stormed the field 
in total celebration after the game. 

Meanwhile, the Warriors and their fans 
silently emptied the stadium in total shock 
and disbelief. 

About 200 FAU alumni members 
and friends of FAU cheered and hugged 
their players shouting out for the team’s 
thrilling victory. Players and coaches alike 
jumped and ran up and down the field like 
little kids, hollering and congratulating 
each other. 

Jarrid Smith was exhausted after 
the game, he walked off the gridiron with 
a big grin on his face, looking up the 
scoreboard in disbelief and seeing a 35-28 
FAU victory. 

“This was my very first game 
and I hope to get even better,” he said. 

Legendary Coach Howard 
Schnellenberger, who won a national 
championship while coaching the University of 
Miami Hurricanes in 1983, had high praise for 
Smith, who was making his debut as a starting 
left guard. “Jarrid is a pillar of salt for our 
team,” said. “He’s a quiet young man and very 
mature for his age.” Schnellenberger added that 
this is the first Native American player he has 
coached. 

He was thrilled with his team’s great 
victory, as everyone from South Florida was. 
This young FAU team performed to a higher 


level than most expected. Smith wanted to 
change out of his battered uniform and start cele- 
brating with his teammates and spend some 
quality time with his friends and relatives from 
Brighton. 

“He got his love of football from his 
grandfather Fred Smith. When Jarrid was 4 or 5 
years old, he started to watch all the football 


games on TV with his grandfather and uncles at 
his sides,” said Camellia Osceola, Smith’s moth- 
er. 

His grandfather, Fred Smith would have 
been extremely pleased and proud with his 
grandson’s courageous game performance. 

“He started playing center for one-year 
at the Driftwood Optimist football club when he 
was about 10-years-old,” said Camellia. He con- 
tinued to play for Driftwood Optimist throughout 
seventh and eighth grade, and then graduated to 


McFatter high school in Davie.” 

During his tenth grade year, Smith’s 
family moved to Brighton where he played foot- 
ball for Okeechobee high school and won an 
award as the offensive lineman of the year. 
Although he played baseball and ran track, 
Smith’s favorite sport remained football. He 
applied to several colleges but the only school 
that offered him a football scholar- 
ship was Florida Atlantic University 
in Boca Raton. 

Camellia Osceola remem- 
bers the first meeting with Coach 
Schnellenberger that he and his staff 
took a lot of time to explain how 
Smith would benefit from attending 
FAU’s excellent degree program. 

Not only did she feel they cared 
enough about her son’s talents on 
the gridiron, but also his personal 
welfare and education. 

Smith’s father, Curtis 
Osceola, made the trip with his fam- 
ily to see his son’s debut in Hawaii 
too. Smith’s solid performance in 
the game made him and his family 
feel so proud. They were all so glad 
they went on this long trip to wit- 
ness a thrilling college football 
game. 

The kids all seem to look 
up to Smith as a fine example of 
what you can accomplish if you are 
dedicated and motivated enough to 
reach out for your goals. He has 
always had his family there to sup- 
port his dreams of playing college 
level football. 

Smith comes from a big 
family; he has five sisters and one 
brother and they all look up to him. 
C.J., his 12-year old sister, worships 
her brother and dreams about him 
turning pro someday. Tommy 
Jackson his 10-year-old cousin 
wants to be a football player too, 
except he likes being a wide receiv- 
er or a running back. He liked the 
remark he overheard about Jarrid, 
“he might turn pro, but you never 
know.” 

There are a lot more football games to 
play this year to showcase Smith’s immense tal- 
ent. He has vastly increased his football skills; 
working with his FAU coaches, teammates, and 
through his own strong work ethic. After all, he 
is a positive role model for young Seminole kids. 

Jarrid Smith’s love for football began as 
a little boy, but he dreamed big, and his dreams 
of success are being realized everyday he steps 
onto the football field. 



Felix DoBosz 


Jarrid Smith #72 (center) pushes the defensive lineman back. 
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Ef@r Best 
Peal on Town 
Call 

[Hector Isabel 
(954) 593-2586 


YOUR FORD GIANT OFFfeRS THE 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEED! 

* Seminole / Miccosukee Special * 
Up to $8500 Discos ©si lalect Models 


mm THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARB-TO-FIND FSSQ’S! 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service . Weekday & Saturday hours 

■ Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians . Ff)rd Qua | ity p arts 


• 12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor . Courtesy shuttle Hours 

* Convenient Location 


8655 Pines BlvdL • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 


( 954 ) 443-7000 

Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com! 
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Sales Hours; Mon. -Sat. 9am-9pm f Sun. 11am-7pm * Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am -7pm, Sat. 7am-4pm 
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Home Fire and Safety Education 


By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — On Thursday 
August 26, various departments of the Seminole 
Tribe presented a home fire and safety education 
class for all homeowners and renters living in 
Big Cypress. Attendance was mandatory for all 
new homeowners. 

The speakers included employees from 
the housing department, emergency services, 
Seminole police department and the Seminole 
health department. Hendry County and Gulf 
Building Corporation Coordinator Robin 
McClean, also attended. 

McClean spoke about the development 
and evolution of the 9 1 1 system. Designed to 
facilitate emergency services to the caller, mod- 
em 911 systems have the ability to locate the 
caller in the event the caller cannot communi- 
cate. 

In recent years, newer systems have 
been developed that can pinpoint the location of 
cellular phone to within several feet. There is one 
catch though-the telephone company must have 
the street address of the house making the 911 
call. Given the outlying location of Big Cypress, 
most residents have accounts with mral delivery 
addresses, making location though this method 
difficult. 

Other topics discussed were: fire safety, 
gun safety, mold and its harmful effects, 911 and 
how it works, and the use of fire extinguishers. 


Mike Stille, Job Manager from the Gulf Building 
Corporation, spoke about warranty issues and 
what to expect from the builder upon closing on 
a new home. Each department took a moment to 
explain the work and responsibilities it performs 
as well as illustrate how to make the home a 
safer place to live in by employing simple and 
minor modifications. 

Some of the items worth noting about 
fires include that more than 4,500 Americans die 
each year in fires, and the number one cause of 
fires are kitchen fires. 

Fire Department Spokesman David 
Logan discussed how and when to fight a fire, 
how to plan an escape route, and how to avoid 
fires. Health Department Manager Patrick Peck 
spoke about mold and how it can make a house a 
dangerous environment. 

Mold requires moisture and humidity to 
thrive. It can grow on paper, cardboard, rugs, 
most anywhere in the house. Mold produces 
harmful spores that if inhaled, may lead to seri- 
ous lung infections and other illnesses. If a mold 
spot is larger than 1 0 square feet, do not attempt 
to clean it yourself; seek professional help. 

The Big Cypress Seminole Police 
Department spoke about gun safety and how a 
gun owner must ensure that children do not have 
access to firearms. Florida law provides for 
severe penalties to adults in the event a minor 
gains access to a firearm. 


Project ChildSafe® Comes to 
Seminole Tribal Community 

3,000 firearm safety kits to be distributed 


By Sergeant A1 Signore 

The Seminole Police Department (SPD) 
will provide 3,000 free firearm safety kits to trib- 
al citizens through a partnership with Project 
ChildSafe®, the nationwide 
firearms safety education pro- 
gram. The safety kits, which 
include a gun lock, will be 
distributed at all SPD offices. 

Project ChildSafe®, 
a program developed by the 
National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, will distribute 
millions of firearm safety kits throughout next 
year. The program is funded by a U.S. 
Department of Justice grant, with additional 
funding provided by the firearms industry. 

“We encourage residence to pick up a 
Project ChildSafe® kit so that they can securely 
store their firearm,” said SPD Chief of Police 


Mike Floyd. 

Each kit contains a safety curriculum 
and a cable-style gun lock. The locks fit on most 
types of handguns, rifles and shotguns. The goal 
is to prevent a child or any 
other unauthorized person 
from accessing a firearm in 
the home. 

By partnering with 
Project ChildSafe®, SPD is 
participating in a growing 
national effort to promote 
firearms safety education to 
all gun owners. Project ChildSafe® will distrib- 
ute gun lock safety kits to all 50 states and terri- 
tories, with 258,700 being distributed in Florida 
alone. 

For more information on Project 
ChildSafe®, please contact SPD at (813) 478- 
2680, or visit www.projectchildsafe.org. 




Choose fruits, vegetables and physical activity. 


NATIONAL 5 A DAY MONTH SEPTEMBER 20CM 


Your Seminole Tribe nutrition team encourages you to eat 
at least 5-9 servings of fruits and vegetables daily! 


Fruits and vegetables can help maintain: 

■ A healthy heart* 

■ A lower risk of some cancers* 

■ Memory function 

■ Vision health 

■ Strong bones and teeth 

*Diets rich in fruits and vegetables may reduce the risk of some types of cancer and 

other chronic diseases. 


For more information, stop by to see your nutritionist today. 
Big Cypress Cari Saldin (863) 983-5798 

Brighton Beth Skinner (863) 763-0271 

Hollywood Doris Mir (954) 962-2009 

Immokalee Charlotte Porcaro (239) 657-6038 


Taking Care of Your Blood Sugar When 
You’re Not Feeling Your Best 


By Shannon McKeown, Health 
Educator 

Being sick can upset your 
diabetes management plan in a major 
way. Not being able to eat, or take 
the insulin or oral medications you 
normally take is serious. Also, when 
you are sick your blood glucose can 
go too high or too low, essentially on 
its own while your body is fighting 
the illness. 

Do not wait until you are 
sick and then try to decide what to 
do-have a plan. This plan will 
help you to know what medicines 
to take, what to eat or drink, how 
often to test, and when to call 
your doctor. 

Blood sugars will usual- 
ly go up when you are sick so 
keep taking your diabetes medica- 
tion. 

If you are vomiting fre- 
quently, stop taking your pills 
until you can hold food in your 
stomach. Check your blood sug- 
ars between two and four times a 
day and also check your tempera- 
ture at the same time. Good times 
to check both are before break- 
fast, after lunch, before dinner, 
and at bedtime. Keep a record of 
these readings. 

Unless you have been 
told to restrict liquids you need to 
drink a lot of liquids like water, 
tea, soup broth, or sofkee. Try to 


drink at the least eight ounces every 
hour. You may take over the counter 
medicines like aspirin, cold medi- 
cines, and cough syrup. Remember to 
check the label for alcohol content 
and hidden sugars. If you are not sure 
about the safe amount of alcohol or 
hidden sugar call your local clinic or 
doctor’s office for guidance. 

Call your doctor if you are 
experiencing: blood sugar levels are 
over 300 mg/dl, vomiting is for more 
than one day, there is a high or rising 


fever, unable to eat for more than one 
day, sick for more than two days, 
there is pain in your stomach, there is 
diarrhea, there is fast breathing. 

Remember flu season is 
right around the corner and its symp- 
toms are worse than the common 
cold. Flu shots are highly recom- 
mended for people older than 65, 
people who have heart, lung, or kid- 
ney disease as well as diabetics. 
Come get your flu shots starting in 
October at your local clinic. 


Attention all Diabetics 

Do you want to learn more about diabetes? 

Do you want to control your blood sugars? 

Do you want to prevent consequences asso- 
ciated with diabetes? 

Do you want to hear the latest information 
on nutrition, exercise, and health? 

If you answered YES to any of these ques- 
tions come join us for our monthly Diabetic 
Day support group meeting at: 

Brighton Clinic 

Wednesday October 6, 7:00 a.m. 

Hollywood Clinic 
Wednesday October 13, 7:00 a.m. 

Big Cypress Clinic 
Thursday October 21, 8:00 a.m. 



Don 't Delay; Get Your Flu Shot Today! 


It’s hard to believe the flu 
season is upon us already. It seems 
like only yesterday that we observed 
hundreds of people waiting in line to 
receive their flu shot. To their sur- 
prise and disappointment, many of 
them were turned away due to the 
shortage of the flu vaccine. The fol- 
lowing guidelines can help you 
decide whether the flu shot is right 
for you. 

Why should I get the flu 
shot? Medicare provides four reasons 
why: 

1 . The flu is serious busi- 
ness. The flu is not just a runny nose 
or upset stomach. It is a serious ill- 
ness that can lead to pneumonia. At 
least 45,000 Americans die each year 
from influenza and pneumonia, the 
sixth leading cause of death in the 
United States. 90 percent of these 
deaths are among people 65 years of 
age or over. 

2. The flu can be very dan- 
gerous for people 50 and older. 

People 50 years of age or over should 
get a flu shot, unless they are allergic 
to eggs. It’s also important for those 
with a chronic illness, and for those 
who spend a lot of time around sick 
or elderly people. 

Some of the most common 
symptoms of the flu are fever, chills, 
headache, dry cough, runny or stuffy 
nose, sore throat, and muscle aches. 
Unlike other common respiratory 
infections such as the common cold, 
the flu can cause extreme fatigue last- 
ing several days to more than a week. 
The flu is spread easily from person 
to person primarily when an infected 
person coughs or sneezes, just like 
the common cold. 

After a person has been 
infected with the virus, symptoms 
usually appear within two to four 
days. The infection is considered con- 
tagious for another three to four days 
after symptoms appear. Often times, 
the flu is mistakenly associated with 
what people call the “stomach flu.” 
While it is true that some children 
who suffer from the flu will some- 
times experience nausea and vomit- 
ing, the flu mainly causes severe 
upper respiratory difficulty in adults. 
Plus, the flu cannot be treated with 
antibiotics because it’s a virus, just 
like the common cold. The best treat- 


ment for the flu is prevention. 

3. A flu shot is safe and 
helps you protect others. Flu shots 
are safe and effective. And when you 
get a flu shot, you help yourself and 
those around you. By avoiding the 
flu, you avoid giving it to friends and 
family. 

4. Medicare Part B pays for 
it. When you have Medicare Part B 
and you get your flu shot from a 
Medicare provider, you pay no co- 
insurance or deductible. Also, if the 
person giving the shot agrees not to 
charge more than the amount 
Medicare pays, you pay nothing. 

Medicare Part B also pays 
for the pneumococcal vaccination. 
Ask your health care provider about 
both of these vaccines. (Note: 
Managed Care Plan members may be 
required to get shots from their 
Managed Care Plan. Ask your 
Managed Care Plan for more infor- 
mation.) 

You can get a flu shot at 
your doctor’s office. You may also be 
able to get a flu shot from your local 
health department or from other 
health-care providers. Medicare Part 
B will pay for the shot no matter 
where you get it, as long as the health 
care provider agrees not to charge 
you more than Medicare pays. 

To find local health care 
providers who accept Medicare as 
payment in full for the flu shot, con- 
tact 1 -800-MEDICARE or search 
Medicare’s website at 
www. medicare . gov. 

Other common questions 
about flu shots include: 

When should I get the flu 
shot? Influenza is most common in 
the U.S. from December to April, so 
it’s best to get the flu shot from 
October through mid-November. The 
vaccine begins to protect you after 
one to two weeks. 

Do I need a flu shot every 
year? Yes. Although only a few dif- 
ferent influenza viruses circulate at 
any given time, people continue to 
become ill with the flu throughout 
their lives. The reason for this contin- 
uing susceptibility is that influenza 
viruses are continually changing, usu- 
ally as a result of mutations in the 
viral genes. 

Each year the vaccine is 


updated to include the most current 
influenza virus strains. The fact that 
influenza viruses continually change 
is one of the reasons vaccine must be 
taken every year. Another reason is 
that antibody produced by the person 
in response to the vaccine declines 
over time, and antibody levels are 
often low one year after vaccination. 

Uh oh, I have the flu. What 
do I do? Once a person has the flu, 
treatment usually consists of resting 
in bed, drinking plenty of fluids, and 
taking medication such as aspirin or 
acetaminophen to relieve fever and 
discomfort. Children with the flu 
should not take aspirin because of the 
associated risk of a rare, but very 
serious illness called Reyes syn- 
drome. 

When should I call my doc- 
tor? Call your doctor if you have any 
signs of the flu. You should also con- 
tact your doctor if you have breathing 
or heart problems, or other serious 
health problems, you are taking drugs 
that fight cancer (chemotherapy) or 
weaken your body’s natural defenses 
against illness, you feel sick and 
don’t seem to be getting better, you 
have a cough that begins to produce 
phlegm and turns wet, and/or you are 
worried about your health and have 
other questions. 

Medicare currently provides 
coverage for flu and pneumonia vac- 
cinations. Medicare covers one flu 
shot a year, in the fall or winter. All 
people with Medicare are covered. 
You do not pay for a flu shot if the 
doctor or health care provider accepts 
assignment. 

While Medicare strongly 
encourages people 50 years and older 
to get their annual flu shot, be sure to 
contact your physician if you are 
unsure if you need a flu shot. If a flu 
shot is recommended, don’t delay; 
get your flu shot today. 

Flu shots will be available in 
October through reservation clinics. 
To contact one of them, please call 
(954) 962-2009 in Hollywood, (863) 
983-5151 in Big Cypress, and (863) 
763-0271 in Brighton. You may also 
contact 1 -800-MEDICARE or log 
onto http://www.medicare.gov to find 
a provider near you. 



On the go 
Breakfast ! 


Krispy Kreme 

Glazed and 
Assorted Donuts .750 

Yogurt 

Various Flavors $1.25 
woth Granola $1.50 

Muffins 

Assorted $1.50 

Bagels 
Plain $1.00 

with Cream Cheese $1.50 
Pastry 

Danish $1.00 

Fresh Smoothies 
Assorted Flavors $3 to $5 

Fresh Fruit Cup $2.50 


The only Drive -Thru Coffee Shop s-aeasotwhau GCHE5E G t QUiY LAMA G JUSTfcIN G WRANGLER ft ROPER 
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Daily Lunch Specials 
Belly Buster Hot Dogs 
100% Beef 
Smoked Sausage 
Meatball Subs 


New Granita! Mon ' 

6a.m. 

Frozen Cappuccino 

topped with 


whipped cream 


8 a.m. 


- Fri . 

- 2 p . m 

- Sun. 

- Noon 


Gourmet Coffee 
7 Bean Blend from 
Around the World 


Large X-Large 

Regular $1.50 $2.00 

Decaf $1.75 $2.25 

Tea $1.50 


Hot Chocolate . . .$1.50 


Custom Latte 

Single Double 

Espresso $1.00 $1.75 

Cuban Coffee ...$1.35 $1.85 


Extras 

Espresso Shot .750 

Flavoring Shot .750 

Soy Milk .500 

Whipped Cream .500 


Espresso Drinks 

All drinks available in Max s 
8oz. 12 oz. 16 oz. 20 oz. 

Americano $1.00 

espresso served with hot water 

Rattlesnake $1.50 $3.00 

espresso served with 7 bean blend coffee 

Mochacino $3.75 

espresso, white and dark chocolate, and steamed 
milk topped with whipped cream 

Cafe Mocha $2.75 

espresso milk chocolate, and steamed milk topped 

with whipped cream 

Cappucino $2.00 $2.75 

espresso served with frothed milk 

Cafe Latte $2.00 $3.00 

espresso served with steamed milk 


Many more drinks to 
choose from! 


Breve $2.25 $3.00 

espresso served with steamed half & half 


Now Serving Victoria L’Originale Italian 
Espresso Caffee! 


Soy Latte $2.25 $3.00 

espresso served with steamed soy milk 



South Florida’s Largest fit 
Western Store fit S 


Davis: 3 54- 53 7- 3000 O Coconut Creak: 954-427-940 
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Grandparents Day Brought Families Together 

Families services offers tips to help kids cope and ‘weather the storm ’ 
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Mary Olitzky 


By Mary Olitzky 

HOLLYWOOD 

— On Friday September 10 
family services held a 
Grandparents Day celebra- 
tion. During the party, we 
were able to discuss how 
grandparents can help their 
grandchildren to “weather 
the storm” during hurricane 
season. 

From our recent 
hurricanes, we have all 
learned lessons for physi- 
cally preparing for a storm. 

But, a hurricane can be 
stressful for all family 
members whether before, 
during or after the storm. 

What can you do about the 
emotional stress that is part 
of the storm? 

As parents and 
grandparents you can help 
kids to cope by staying as 
calm as you can and doing 
the following things: 

Let them ask you 
questions. Children want to 
know what is happening 
and why. 

Be honest. 

Be prepared. This 
will help to relieve your 
anxiety as well as their anxiety. 

Focus on the positive. 

Have a plan. And let the kids be part of the 
planning. 

Calm kids if they are afraid or anxious. 

Have activities and games for fun. Have 
handy lots of toys, videos/DVD’s (if you have elec- 


tric), board games, and books to read by flashlight. 
Talk to friends or family. 

Get some sleep. 

Eat healthy meals. 

Most of all, give them lots of love and let 
them know that you will get through this together. 


Effectively Dealing with Hurricane Anxiety 


By Mary Olitzky 

No, there’s not another hurricane out there 
named Anxiety. Thank heavens for that. However, as 
I write this article, there is Hurricane Ivan churning 
away in the Caribbean, and there is at least one wave, 
which could be a potential hurricane, coming off the 
coast of Africa. There may even be more storms this 
season. 

This seems to 
be an especially active 
hurricane season for 
some reason. As 
weather patterns shift 
and water warms or 
cools, the number and 
intensity of hurricanes 
goes up and down. The 
oceanic and atmos- 
pheric conditions seem 
to be just right to breed 
a lot of large, powerful 
hurricanes. 

Many of us 

get anxious when these 
storms are out there. 

The anxiety can be 
very specific. I hate 
being without electrici- 
ty. Just ask my co- 
workers. They have lis- 
tened to me complain at great length about being 
without electricity for five days after Hurricane 
Charley. 

Fortunately for my co-workers, I did have 
water. About the only thing I hate worse than being 
without electricity would be being without electricity 
and water. 

Now, don’t get me wrong. I appreciate the 
fact that my house is still standing and still has a 
roof. I am thankful that no one in my immediate 
vicinity was injured or killed by either storm. But I’m 
just not happy about having had to deal with two hur- 
ricanes this season. 

So, what can be done about the anxiety? 
Well, there are a couple of things that do seem to 
help. 

BE PREPARED. It’s not just a scouting 
motto anymore. I was much better prepared for 
Frances than I was for Ivan, and my anxiety level 
was much less for Frances than for Ivan. I knew I had 
done all that I could do. I had stocked up on foods 
that need little preparation, I had plenty of water, I 
had bags of ice in my freezer, the laundry was done, I 
had plenty of flashlights and batteries, and outside 
items were secured. 

REMEMBER THE POSITIVES. I can really 
wallow in the fact that I didn’t have electricity for 
five days, several appliances were ruined, we were 
without cable and DSL for a couple of weeks. And it 
was really inconvenient to live out of an ice chest for 


several weeks. But as I said above, I am very grateful 
that my house is still standing, no one was hurt and 
our vehicles were okay. When I focus on those 
things, I feel much calmer and happier than when I 
focus on what I didn’t have. 

TALK ABOUT YOUR ANXIETY. 
Sometimes the hardest part of dealing with anxiety is 
even identifying that we have it. Sometimes is just 

feels like something 
isn’t quite right. I’ve 
been feeling tired, like 
I need a lot more sleep 
than normal. In talking 
with other people 
around here, I’m hear- 
ing that a lot. We’ve 
decided it is a by- 
product of the anxiety. 

GETTING 
THINGS BACK TO 
NORMAL. Okay, 
okay; waiting in line 
for gasoline is not nor- 
mal. Some things take 
a while to get back to 
normal. But as soon as 
I started getting things 
back as close to my 
regular routine as pos- 
sible, my anxiety level 

decreased. 

Sometimes it is something simple. I drink 
iced tea, which I make in the microwave. My 
microwave blew up when the electricity came back 
on. I hadn’t realized how much I missed that morning 
routine until I got a new microwave. Mornings feel 
much better now. 

IDENTIFY WHAT SCARES OR BOTH- 
ERS YOU THE MOST. Are you afraid of high 
winds? Scared of lightening? Concerned about flood 
waters? I finally realized that at least some of my 
anxiety was due to worrying about my husband. 

My husband is disabled and doesn’t get 
around as easily as he used to. After Hurricane 
Charley, our daughter insisted A1 stay with them 
since they had air conditioning and we didn’t. I was 
amazed at the amount of stress that little gesture 
seemed to take off of me. So, identify your worry and 
then look at options that might relieve or reduce that 
concern. 

There’s always going to be a hurricane sea- 
son, and those of us who insist on living in Florida 
are always going to be at risk. However, there are 
resources available and it is obvious that people have 
survived these things for centuries. So, get prepared 
and then relax. 

And, as always, if you need to talk or if 
you’re feeling really anxious, contact family services. 
We just might be able to help. 



Tribune Archive Photo 


Signs like this one are essential for Floridians. 


Family Services Honors Grandparents 


By Anne Stephenson, Family 
Services Counselor 

HOLLYWOOD - 

In honor of national 
Grandparents Day, which took 
place on September 12, the 
family services department 
honored all grandparents by 
having a special celebration of 
food and fun. All grandpar- 
ents, grandchildren, and fami- 
ly were invited to attend. 

Family services pro- 
vided delicious sandwiches, 
pizza, and cold beverages for 
everyone to enjoy. 
Additionally, the grandchil- 
dren were given special pic- 
tures to color for their grand- 
parents. The kids loved the 
food and the pictures, and so 
did the grandparents. 

Everyone had a great time 
enjoying the food and the fun. 

As always, the family 
services department is dedi- 
cated to the Seminole commu- 
nity, and extends a warm 
appreciation to all grandpar- 
ents. 


Photo courtesy of family services 

Tribal senior Theodore Nelson Sr. proudly displays his award. 



Family Services Has Gift Basket Drawing 


By Family Services Staff 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton family serv- 
ices office kicked off the month of September with a 
community booth packed with healthy goodies and 
handouts for the elderly. We had approximately 75 
community members stop by for a visit. 

Forth of those 75 registered for a gift basket 


drawing. The lucky winner was Nadine Tommy who 
said she would use it during the hurricane. 

The threat of Hurricane Francis hanging 
overhead did not dampen the spirits of the residents 
or staff members. The sun was still shining bright and 
the birds were singing providing a peaceful backdrop 
for the morning. 


Native Wellness and Spirituality Conference 


Norman, OK — Health Promotion 
Programs, part of University of Oklahoma OUT- 
REACH, proudly announces the upcoming Wellness 
& Spirituality XII Conference, to be held in beautiful, 
warm and culturally-rich Arizona, Nov. 1-4. 

“Honoring Out Spiritual Ways... Many 
Faces, Many Paths,” is this year’s theme. 

Everyone is invited to attend this powerful 
gathering as we again take the opportunity to share 
our cultures and traditions. Keynote speakers and 
workshop presenters have been chosen to allow par- 
ticipants to explore the diversity of spiritual ways 
across Indian Country, as well as celebrate how these 
ways continue to support us in a life of wellness. 

Daily wellness activities and special evening 
events are planned to reinforce this life of wellness 
for all who attend. 

This conference is a skills-based training 
opportunity for individuals working in helping roles, 
including counselors, educators, medical clinicians, 


social workers, spiritual leaders, and community 
health representatives and advocates. 

At the same time, we recognize the need to 
include and provide training opportunities for others 
who play critical roles in the spiritual development of 
their families and communities: elders, tribal and 
community leaders, youth and parents of all ages. 
Opportunities for professional development as well as 
for personal growth and healing of the heart, mind, 
body and spirit will be provided. 

The Doubletree Hotel at Reid Park in 
Tucson, Ariz. will be the conference setting. A special 
room rate of $89 single/double for $99 triple/quad 
per night has been obtained for conference partici- 
pants who make their hotel reservations by Oct. 1 1 . 

Call (520) 881-4200 or (800) 222-TREE, 
and be sure to mention you are a participant in the 
University of Oklahoma’s Wellness & Spirituality XII 
Conference in order to guarantee this special room 
rate. 


SPD Poster Contest Participants 

By Angie Margotta A big thank you from SPE 


By Angie Margotta 

ORLANDO, FL — While watching a video 
presentation from the Seminole Police Department 
(SPD), youth participating in the 3rd Annual Youth 
Conference in Orlando, Fla. on July 5-10, were asked 
to draw or write about what they learned. 

These were turned into SPD, who would like 
to thank everyone for their submissions. Everyone did 
a great job with their drawings and stories. 

Since you are all winners, you made choos- 
ing a winner very difficult. A T-shirt with the winning 
drawing will be created in the near future. 


: you from SPD goes out to all 
participants: Cindi Adair, HanaaAlajam, Tiffany 
Baker, Alisa Billie, Darion Cypress, Kira Cypress, 
Tayler Ann Cypress, Jason Dodd, Alexander Escobar, 
Luis Escobar, DeJong Frank, Justin Frank, Catlin Jim, 
Ricky Joe, Jesse Mitchell, Aaron Osceola, Anissa 
Osceola, Ashley Osceola, Anjelica Pereyra, Adaki 
Robbins, Natomah Robbins, Tucomah Robbins, 
Adahma Sirota, Anahna Sirota, Dakota Tiger, Jaimie 
Tiger, Tanesha Tiger, Layia Tiger, Elizabeth Wolf and 
Joe Wolf. 


Historic Indian Memorial Book For Sale 


Author and nationally known American 
Indian rights activist, Chauncey F. Whitright III, and 
Turner Publishing Company are pleased to announce 
a new and unique book memorializing the American 
Indians’ life-long struggle and significant victory at 
the Battle of Little Bighorn. 

Whitright has invested 1 7 years of his life in 
establishing the Indian Memorial, and hard work for 
this book. This commemorative book will feature a 
large collection of photographs. It will also observe 
the 127th Anniversary of the Battle of Little Bighorn 
focusing on the very first federally funded Indian War 
Memorial in the U.S. This memorial honors those 
American Indians who fought and died in the Battle 
of Little Bighorn on June 25 and 26, 1876. 

This historical book will depict the long 
sought struggle to maintain basic civil rights on 
native homelands, treaties and sovereignty, as Indian 


nations and most of all recognition of their fallen 
loved ones, who died at Little Bighorn. This histori- 
cal book will depict the Native Americans’ struggle to 
get recognition and the Indian Memorial at Little 
Bighorn. 

More than 1 00 American Indian women and 
children died in the historic battle and “Peace 
Through Unity” will honor all children throughout 
the world. This book will be an 8-and-a-half by 11 
inch, hardbound “coffee-table” volume, with hun- 
dreds of pages of photographs and historic facts. 

This book will be available with dust jacket, 
at the pre-publication price of $47.95 (available at 
www.turnerpublishing.com) if you buy it individual- 
ly, or $42 each if you order by the case. 

Chauncey F. Whitright III can be reached at 
(406) 252-1035. For additional information, please 
contact Jake Austad at (615) 255-2665. 


FREE CONSULTATION and 
$50.°° Gift Certificate 

Towards your next BOTOX® or 
Restylane Cosmetic Treatment 


BOTOX® RESTYLANE 


Americas VI 

Cosmetic Treatment 

Treatment Areas 


A safe natural k>ng lasting 
mimetic filler for facial Im-ps and 
folds as well as lip enhancements. 



Forehead / Brow Lines 

Vertical Lines 
Between the Fyebrows 

Crows Feet 



Before 


After 


SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! 

954-587-5997 

SAM GERSHENBAUM, O.O. & ASSOCIATES 


C iTrtri 7 



at The 

SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOTEL & CASINO 


ONE SEMINOLE WAY HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33314 
visit our website: eCosmeticsugery.MD 
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Three or less days absent: 
Dakota Henry, Ashley Santiago, Andrew 
Henry. 

Kindergarten Awards: Calamity 
Caldwell, Christina Clarke, Ohana Henry, 
Rachel Jumper, Ryanna Thomas, Kanika 
Walkingstick. 

Awards and Certificate Winners: 
Kyle Henry, Jacob Santiago, Jeremiah 
Santiago, Joseph Santiago, Mitchell 
Simmons. 

Improved GPA: Peter Foret. 


••• Awards 

Continued from page 1 


All As and B’s: Jennie Eagle, 
first grade, Brenna Walton, second grade, 
Jesse Caldwell, second grade, Jacob 
Santiago, third grade, Andrew Henry, 
third grade, Sumer Carroll, fourth grade, 
Dakota Henry, fourth grade. 

B Average: Jennie Eagle, first 
grade, Kyle Henry, seventh grade, Trystan 
Storm, first grade, 

Sierra Simmons, 
eighth grade, 

Danelle Thomas, 
first grade, Clayton 
Simmons, ninth 
grade, Ricky Dillon, 
first grade, Ethan 
Smith, first grade, 

Jessie Caldwell, 
second grade, Jacob 
Santiago, third 
grade, Emmitt 
Caldwell, fourth 
grade, Samuell 
Caldwell, fifth 
grade, Dylanie 
Henry, fourth grade, 

Summer Caroll, 
fourth grade, 

Tiffany Foret, sixth 
grade, Devin 
Doctor, sixth grade. 


Embracing a New School Year 


By Officer Angie Margotta 

A new school year has begun and 
I would like to remind all parents and 
guardians the importance of school atten- 
dance. Your children are the future of the 
Seminole tribe and education is very 
important to all of us. 

Seminole Tribal Ordinance C- 1 - 
59 (Resolution C-66-75) and Florida state 
law requires all children ages six through 
18 to attend school. Your child’s everyday 
attendance is very important. Therefore, if 
your child is feeling ill or you are going 


out of town, please remember to contact 
your child’s school attendance department 
to advise them of your child's absence. 

If the school is not contacted on 
that day, your child will be counted with 
an unexcused absence and considered tru- 
ant. More than three unexcused absences 
results in parent contact from your child's 
school. So don’t forget to call them; it 
only takes a minute. 

If you have any questions or con- 
cerns, please contact me at (954) 967- 
8900. 


Brighton Pull Out Program Begins 
New School Year With a Contest 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The Pull Out 
Program starts off the first day of the 
2004/2005 school year on Friday 
September 24 with a traditional dress 
contest as part of the week-long Indian 
Day activities at the reservation. The 
children will arrive at 8:30 a.m. and go 
to the nearby youth center for the con- 
test judging. It will be a very enjoyable 
and proud event for all to see. 

This popular program, organ- 
ized by the culture/education depart- 
ment, offers many exciting activities 
that hold the interest of the approxi- 
mately 80 children enrolled. One new 
activity this year is especially designed 
to help develop more knowledgeable 
tribal citizens. 

The Pull Out Program staff 
plans to teach the children about the 
function and structure of traditional 
tribal government. One way to learn it 
is to live it. 

“We will actually create a 


school council styled after the tribal 
council, and hold an election from our 
student body to elect our own council 
members,” said Program Coordinator 
Shelly Walker. 

On Monday October 4, the 
parents are invited to attend a 
parent/teacher luncheon to be held at 
noon in the field office cafeteria. And 
plans are already underway for a 
Halloween costume contest on October 
29. 

Walker wishes to remind par- 
ents that children who are enrolled in 
the Pull Out Program must follow the 
Okeechobee School Board policy that 
states that the children must attend the 
Pull Out Program every Friday. 

Students are not allowed to go back and 
forth between the Brighton program and 
the public school program. 

Walker also said the Pull Out 
Program is looking for volunteers. 
Anyone interested in volunteering can 
call Shelly Walker at (863) 763-7501. 


Haskell Association of Alabama Reunion 


Haskell Alumni 

Association of Oklahoma of the 
Haskell Indian Nations 
University invites all Haskell 
alumni and friends to join us 
at the annual reunion. The 
reunion will take place Oct 
29-3 1 at the Biltmore Hotel, 
1-40 & Meridian, Oklahoma 
City, Okla. 



For more information 
please contact Leon Yahola at 
(918) 616-3757 or Kenneth 
Scott at (918) 628-0969. 
Golfers can contact Simon 
Mitchell at (405) 672-7923. 

Please pass this 
information to all alumni 
and friends! 


To All Seminole High 
School Seniors 

The department of education invites you to a 
campus visit at Haskell Indian Naations 
University. 

Departing Date: Friday November 12 
Returning On: Sunday November 14 
We will attend a football game against 
Langston University 

For more information please call your reser- 
vation education advisor or 
Dora Bell, Higher Education Advisor, at 
(954) 233-9541 or (954) 989-6840, Ext. 

1311. 



High Stakes for High Achievers: 
Immokalee Incentive Awards 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee education depart- 
ment held its Incentive Awards banquet at the gym from 4-9 
p.m. on Friday Sept. 10. The slogan for the evening was High 
Stakes for High Achievers and had a carnival/casino night theme. 
An attractive arch in tribal colors displaying the slogan adorned 
the entrance to the gym. 

Immokalee Education Advisor Norita Yzaguirre, put 
together a staff team consisting of Librarian Cris Marrero, 
Rhonda Nunez, Naples Education Advisor Gale Boone, Jaime 
Yzaguirre and Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) members. 


The group spent weeks researching and compiling 
records, ordering awards and developing their theme. The Tribal 
Council of the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the recreation 
department joined the department of education in sponsoring the 
event. 

The awards program began with an invoca- 
tion by tribal elder Louise Motlow, who addressed the 
gathering in Miccosukee. Immokalee Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar translated for her. Before leading the 
group in prayer, Motlow told everyone how proud she 
was of their achievements. 

However, Motlow then pointed out her dis- 
appointment when she sees a lack of community 
pride. She said that as a child, she would have been 
thrilled to have the opportunities available to the trib- 
al 

citizens today. Motlow said it saddens her when she 
sees vandalism and disrespect for tribal facilities. 

Motlow added that the young people are the 
future of the Seminole Tribe and should behave with 
the pride and respect they carry within them. 

Aguilar addressed the group congratulating 
them on their achievements. She encouraged them to 
strive for a better education and be a benefit and pride 
to their people. 

The presentation began with each student 
being recognized and receiving a framed Incentive 
Awards certificate, book bag and jacket embroidered 
with the Immokalee Education Incentive Awards 
emblem and a T-shirt. 

The black T-shirt displayed the tribal colors 
and emblem on the front and a clever word search puzzle on the 
back. Upon close examination, the puzzle included the names of 
all the recipients and their schools. Incentive checks were distrib- 
uted in accordance with their individual achievements. 

The award recipients are as follows: 

Pre-Kindergarten: John Jimmie, Zephaniah Roberts, 
Ethan Adams and Alicia Mora. 

Kindergarten: Eliza Michelle Mora, Nehemiah Omar 
Jimmy Roberts, Damion Sinclair Frank, 


Destinee Elida Jimmie, Kenny Jo Davis Jr. (Attendance) and 
Lauren Dine Posada. 

First Grade: GPA 3 OR 3.75, Alexis Jimmie-GPA 
3.00:3.75, All A’s and B’s, Attendance, Jade Tapia-Improved 
GPA, Perfect Attendance, Awards and Certificates, Vanessa 
Billie-GPA 3.00:3.75, Attendance, Corrinne Zepeda-GPA 
3.00:3.75, All A’s and B’s, Attendance, Tarra C. Boone-GPA 
3.00:3.75, Perfect Attendance, Certificates 
and Awards, Alphonso Alvarado- 
Improved GPA and Attendance. 

Second Grade: David Billie III- 
GPA 3.00:3.75, Attendance, Juliza 
Martinez-Improved GPA, Awards and 
Certificates, Christopher Briscall-GPA 
3.00:3.75, Aaron Alvarado-GPA 
3.00:3.75, All A’s and B’s, Awards and 
Certificates, Johnny W. Boone III-GPA 
3.00:3.75, All A’s and B’s, Perfect 
Attendance, Awards and Certificates. 

Third Grade: Selena Perez-GPA 
3.00:3.75, Attendance, Alexis Martin 
Aguilar-GPA 3.00:3.75, All A’s and B’s, 

Awards and Certificates, Robert 
Yzaguirre-GPA 3.00:3.75, Le'Andra 
Mora-Perfect Attendance, Chad Motlow- 
GPA 3.00:3.75, Perfect Attendance, 

Awards and Certificates, Kaitlin Billy- 
GPA 3.00:3.75, Attendance. 

Fourth Grade: Leonardo 
Yzaguirre- Attendance, Starz Sanchez- 
GPA 4.00, Bonus All A’s, Attendance, 

Awards and Certificates, Taylor Boone-GPA 3.00:3.75, Perfect 
Attendance, Awards and Certificates, Jessica Osceola-GPA 
3.00:3.75, All A’s and B’s, Awards and Certificates. 

Fifth Grade: Mauro Perez Jr. -Attendance, Chelsea 
Bradford-Improved GPA, Perfect Attendance, Awards and 
Certificates, Michael Shaffer II-GPA 3.00:3.75, Cody Motlow- 
Perfect Attendance, Corey Garcia- Attendance. 


Sixth Grade: Antonio Hemandez-GPA 3.00:3.75, 

Perfect Attendance, Awards and Certificates, Cassandra Jimmie- 
Attendance, Esmeralda Billie-GPA 3.00:3.75, Attendance, 

Awards and Certificates, Spencer Jock-Improved GPA, Perfect 
Attendance, Nikki Davis-Improved GPA. 

Seventh Grade: Edward Yzaguirre-GPA 3.00:3.75, 
Attendance, Cheyenne Mclnturff-Improved GPA and Attendance, 
Joseph Rodriguez-GPA 3.00:3.75, Advanced Class, Awards and 
Certificates, Brittany Yzaguirre-GPA 3.00;3.75, Attendance, 

Demi Garza- Attendance, Allen Hernandez-Improved GPA, 
Attendance, Bonnie Davis-GPA 3. 00: 3. 75, Perfect Attendance, 
Awards and Certificates. 

Eighth Grade: Christian Benson- 
GPA 3.00:3.75, Advanced Class, 
Attendance, Courtney Motlow-Perfect 
Attendance, Josie Davis-Honor Class, 
Improved GPA, Perfect Attendance, 
Awards and Certificates. 

Ninth Grade: Jonathan 
Rodriguez-GPA 3.00:3.75, Attendance, 
Efrain Marrero II-GPA 3.00:3.75, Honor 
Class, Perfect Attendance, Awards and 
Certificates, Allison Garza-Improved 
GPA, Attendance, Dorianne Garza- 
Attendance. 

Tenth Grade-Curtis Motlow-GPA 
3.00:3.75, Perfect Attendance, Marie Cruz 
Yzaguirre-GPA 3.00:3.75, Randi Willie- 
Improved GPA, Angelo Colon-GPA 
3.00:3.75, Attendance. 

Eleventh Grade-Daniel Yzaguirre 
Jr. -Improved GPA, Attendance, Lazara 
Marrero-Honor Class, Awards and 
Certificates, Clarissa Garza- Attendance. 

Twelfth Grade-Demetrio Pulido- 
Perfect Attendance, Crystal Billie- 
Attendance. 

Higher Education-Diane Pequeno-GPA 3.00:3.75, 
Perfect Attendance, associate of science degree, Jaime 
Yzaguirre-GPA 3.00:3.75, Perfect Attendance, Awards and 
Certificates, associate of science degree. 


Our small community is proud to acknowledge that we 
have two graduates of higher education this year: Jaime 
Yzaguirre and Diane Pequeno. 

Yzaguirre attended High-Tech Institute in Orlando, Fla., 
where she majored in computer networking. She earned her asso- 
ciate’s degree and an occupational license. 

The presentations concluded on a sad note when 
Rebecca Martinez came forth to accept the higher education 
award for her sister, Diane Pequeno. Pequeno had tragically 
passed away one week prior to the awards ceremony. 
She was a beautiful and intelligent mother, who 
returned to school to complete her education when her 
children were grown. 

Pequeno had received an associate’s in 
accounting from Edison Community College in Fort 
Myers, Fla. and had taken a job with the Immokalee 
Seminole Casino. She should be remembered as an 
inspiration to others who want to complete their educa- 
tion. 

The banquet dinner comprised many tribal 
favorites. Rachel Billie prepared a mountain of Indian 
burgers and Veronica Doctor supplied tribal hot dogs 
and fry bread. Angie Posada prepared a Mexican dinner 
of chicken, rice, beans and fiedo. The meal was served 
by the PAC Team. 

To celebrate the students’ achievements, a car- 
nival had been set up outside the gym with something 
for everyone. There was a playground/activity area for 
the preschoolers and kindergarteners. Carnival booths 
outlined the exterior of the gym with prizes of balls, 
stuffed animals, necklaces, 

bracelets, and candy. A water slide, bungee rope track 
and Velcro® wall trampoline were a big hit with the 
elementary and middle school crowd. 

Meanwhile inside the gym, the older students and par- 
ents were treated to a casino night with the traditional games of 
chance for their pleasure. Blackjack, slots, craps and roulette 
were enjoyed by all. In addition, each student was given an 
opportunity to try for the money machine. They drew a 
Hershey® Kiss out of a concealed bag. Those who were fortu- 
nate enough to draw a gold kiss were able to enter the money 


machine and trap as many bills as possible to redeem for cash. 

However, the real lesson was not about money. The les- 
son learned is: when it comes to education, apply yourself and 
you are always a winner. 



Judy Weeks 


Immokalee Education Advisor Norita Yzaguierre (far left) poses with the middle 
and high school incentive award winners. 




Judy Weeks 


An arch at the gym entrance announced the theme for Immokalee's 
Incentive Awards. 



Judy Weeks 

School award recipients pose with their certificates. Congratulations to you all! 
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The Intertribal Agriculture Council Proudly Announces 
The Randy Bailey Memorial Horse Raffle 

The 18th Annual Intertribal Agriculture Council Symposium which is 
scheduled for November 1-5, 2004 al Lhe Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
in Hollywood, Florida will feature the Randy Bailey Memorial Horse Raffle. All 
proceeds from the Handy Bai ey Memorial Horse Raffle wifi benefit the Indian 
Agriculture Sustainability Program to support future IAC Symposiums. 



DX Fiddlesukz rs a 2003 Palommo Stallion which was bom in May, 2003. His 
bloodlines include Jet Deck, My Texas Dandy Sniper Euck, Coffee Cup, Leo and 
Bar Nothing Springer Both Lhe sire and dam were born on the Ducheneaux Ranch. 




4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 
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Toll- free Number 800-808-2062, Fax 954-704-9106, Email Address: millcniumlimos@aol.com 
Wc cover the following counties: Lee, Collier, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach 










The Seminole Tribune 


11 


September 24, 2004 


Sports Ham-pa-leesh-ke Vkkopvnkv 


Youth Athletic League Summer Games 

By Felix DoBosz 

BIG CYPRESS — On 

Saturday August 28, under a beauti- 
ful hot sunny South Florida sky, a 
couple dozen youths and their fami- 
lies and friends from Immokalee 
and Big Cypress participated in 
some fun sports activities. 

At the big softball field in 
Big Cypress, local youths competed 
in punt, pass and kick competitions 
as well as a softball throwing com- 
petition. They also ran in the 40- 
yard dash to try and beat the best 
time in different age and group cat- 
egories. This was the first annual 
Youth Athletic League Summer 
Games sponsored by the Seminole 
Police Department in conjunction 
with the Big Cypress (BC) recre- 


it was time for the big rope, Immokalee kids 
and BC kids in a tug of war, which Immokalee 
won in a heated tiebreaker as friends and rela- 
tives and SPD personnel cheered them on 
wildly. 

After the final sports competition was 
completed, Sergeant A1 Signore of the Tampa 
SPD crime prevention unit presided over the 
festivities by announcing the winners. Signore 
called out each winning name, and handed out 
shiny gold medals with tribe’s seal on them to 
the happy kids. The 3 -foot high shiny sports 
trophies were also given out to the best overall 
rankings. 

Congratulations to all the winners 
and those who played and took the time to 
play and have a fun filled sunny day. Here are 
the final results of the Youth Athletic League 
Summer Games 2004 as compiled by Stan 
Frischman and his staff at the BC recreation 
department: 

Punt, Pass and Kick: 8-9 year old 
boys: 1. Johnny Boone; 14-15 year old boys: 

1. Justin Willis, 2. Antonio Hernandez, 3. 


ation department for kids from six 
months old to 1 7 years old. 

Mike Floyd, Seminole Police 
Department (SPD) director of law 
enforcement said, “This is a wonderful 
event created to gather everyone 
together to participate in youth sports 
activities. We hope to get more kids 
and families to come out every month 
at a different reservation to enjoy this 
type of wholesome family fun.” 

“These types of community 
events help to bring our citizens 
together to enjoy each other’s friendly 
company as we get to know one anoth- 
er and share our sports enthusiasm 
through this fun competition for the 
kids,” Floyd continued. “Next month 
we will try to have a diaper derby 
added to the scheduled activities.” 

Everyone enjoyed a delicious 
barbeque grilled lunch consisting of 
hamburgers, hotdogs and navy beans 
under the shade of a big white tent. Then 



Felix DoBosz 





Felix DoBosz 


Tommy Benson; 12-13 year old girls: 1. Cassandra 
Jimmie. 

Softball Throw: 1. Justin Willis, 215-feet- 
flve-inches, 2. Tommy Benson, 1 5 0-feet-six- inches, 

3. Mark Arriaga, 127-feet. 

Tug-of-War: 1. Immokalee, 2. Big Cypress. 

40 Yard Dash: 1. Justin Willis, 5.68 seconds, 
2. Antonio Hernandez, 6.83 seconds, 3. Allen 
Hernandez, 6.93 seconds. 

Overall Team Rankings: 1. Immokalee (won 
by tie breaker), 2. Big Cypress. 



Felix DoBosz 





L 

J a 



Shelley Marmor 

The Strays bowling team show off their championship jackets and plaques. (L-R) Marcy Osceola, 
Crystal Perry, Tyger “Marlon” Tommie, Bill Osceola and Ciara Billie. Alternate teammate Philmon 
Bowers is not pictured. 


Hard Rock Bowlers Win Big 



By Shelley Marmor 

DAVIE, FL — On Thursday Sept. 9, the 
bowlers from the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino’s bowling league began their 
new league play. But first, Karen 
Woodgate from the finance department 
had to hand out the awards to the win- 
ners from the previous season. 

The big winners were the 
Strays team, consisting of Ciara Billie, 

Tyger “Marlon” Tommie, both work in 
the Tribal Career Development 
Program, Marcy Osceola, who works 
with limousine transportation, Crystal 
Perry, a poker supervisor, and alternates 
Philmon Bowers from the gaming com- 
pliance department and Bill Osceola, a 
TAD floor supervisor. 

Marcy Osceola, from the 
Strays team, also bowled the highest 
average out of all the players on the 
league-a 164. Osceola, along with the 
highest scoring female Joan Thomas, 
received Storm brand bowling balls as 
prizes. 

Other high scorers from the 
league include: George Cvek and Tony 
Jumper, who were the high series hand- 
icap scorers, and Ronald Campillo and 
Jennifer Cvek, the high game handicap 
recipients. 

After the awards, the players 
began their new league games. 

Unofficial team president Jim Martin 
from the Hard Rock’s human resources 
department told the bowlers that they 
will be playing several types of games 
in the league, including 3-6-9, 8-pin no 
tap and 9-pin non tap. 

“We’re going to mix it up,” he 

said. 

This league will run for 20 
weeks. For more information on the 


Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino’s bowling 
league, please call Karen Woodgate at (954) 327- 
7552. 


Shelley Marmor 

Marcy Osceola received a Storms brand bowling ball for his 
164 average, the highest average of all males in the league. 


Art and Culture Center of Hollywood's 

Sixth Annual Crystal Vision Gala 

at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino 


Presented by the 

City of Hollywood Police Department 



Saturday, October 30, 2004 
Seminole Hard Rack Hotel and Casino 

0 cck Tie I5e ushi - Cccktcil Reception, 6:30 pm 
Si eat Auciiori. Dinner, Show and Dancing Immediately Fallowing 

Performance by: Jim Belushi k the Sacred Hearts Band 


To purchase Gala tickets and to advertise in our 
beautiful Event Program Journal, call 954-921-3274. 
Sponsorship Packages are afso available. 

Pleuse conkicl Alan Koslow. Esq.: 954-986-4 169 

2004 Crystal Vision Hcnorees for their Support of the Arts 

Cameron Benson, Government 


Jarett s. 

5. hara 1 evaa Individuals 

Funding Arte Broward, Aitist/Commurilly Service 

The Seminole Tribe ot F orido. Business 

Hononaiv Gale committee Chtiiii. Gala Commltee Co -Chain 

Hon . More Giuianrr 

Aron Kosiow. bo 

Mayor, oryor Hollywood 

Cay bluer 

Doug Poiiiiori 
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Iretta Tiger 

In loving memory of Randolph Clay. He is pictured here playing his favirote sport. 


Randolph Clay Remembered 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — For Randolph Clay, 
pool was not only a sport; it was how he supported 
his family. 

“Before leaving he would say, 4 Ok, I’m 
gonna go to work now’,” remembers former wife 
Cheryl Paikin. 

His pool skills were so good that he some- 
times had to travel out of town to find a game. Often 
the only people who would play against him were the 
professionals. Though Clay didn’t get to play against 
Minnesota Fats, he did get to meet the legendary pool 
player. 

During Clay’s pool career 
he was a member of many leagues 
and was usually the MVP. Because 
of his talent Clay achieved local 
fame and has met numerous 
celebrities. 

Clay’s friend since child- 
hood, Roger Pickney, introduced 
him to a lot of people in the world 
of boxing. Clay bore such a strong 
resemblance to Roberto Duran that 
he was often called Duran. 

When the two finally met 
Duran said, “Hey, you look like 
me” to which Clay responded, “No, 
you look like me!” 

Clay also gave Duran a 
Seminole jacket made by his moth- 
er Betty Osceola. 

Throughout the years Clay 
was given numerous custom-made 
pool sticks from friends and admir- 
ers. Clay was also known for being 
one of the first people to own a pit 
bull dog, which was given to him 
by a friend. 

He was so well liked that 
it was these friends and even the 
famous that came to pay their 
respects at his funeral. 

It was Pickney who con- 
ceived the idea for the tournament 
and helped Clay’s family to organ- 
ize it. Clay’s daughter Brandy over- 
sees every detail of the tournament 
from the rental of the pool tables to 
the designs of the t-shirts and tro- 
phies. 

The tournament has 
become the premier billiards con- 
test among the tribe and has grown 
to include a category open to non- 
tribal people. 

This year’s two day tour- 
nament started with the seniors and 
the youth. The winners are as follows: 

Senior Women 50-59: 1. Linda Billie, 2. 
Juanita Osceola, 3. Deloris Jumper. 

Senior Men 50-59: 1. David Bowers, 2. 
Steven Bowers, 3. Mike Tiger, 4. Ronnie Doctor, 5. 
Texas Billie. 

Senior Women 60 and older: 1 . Mabel 
Osceola, 2. Annie Jumper, 3. Augustina Gore, 4. 

May dell Osceola, 5. Betty Jumper. 

Senior Men 60 and older: 1. Joe Billie Jr., 2. 
Russell Osceola, 3. Joe Dan Osceola, 4. Bobby Clay. 

Girls: 1. Jo Jo Osceola, 2. Erica Mata, 3. 
Nicole Osceola, 4. Nina Frias, 5. Lacey Jordan. 

Boys: 1. Pierson Hunsinger, 2. Miguel Mata, 
3. Casey McCall, 4. Tommy Benson, 5. Morgan 


Frank. 

Seniors Scratch Doubles: 1. Betty Jumper 
and Jimmy, 2. Juanita Osceola and Russell Osceola, 

3. Mike Tiger and Linda Billie, 4. Annie Jumper and 
Joe Billie Jr., 5. Mabel Osceola and Ronnie Doctor. 

Men’s 8-ball 18-49: 1. Ray Yzaguirre, 2. 
Danny Billie, 3. Randy Clay, 4. Boogie Nunez, 5. 
Eugene Tiger. 

Women’s 8-ball 18^19: 1. Theresa Nunez, 2. 
Emma Urbina, 3. Virginia Billie, 4. Connie Williams, 
5. Teonna Roch. 

Adults Scratch Doubles: 1. Janel Billie and 


Tony Billie, 2. Frank and Minnie Billie, 3. Emma 
Buck and Jack Billie, 4. Alexandra Sanchez and Ray 
Yzaguirre III, 5. Connie Williams and Chunky 
Buster. 

The next category was open to non-tribal 
people, but it was Seminole citizens who took the top 
places. 

Women’s 9-ball: 1. Juanita Osceola, 2. Linda 
Jones, 3. Teresa Nunez. 

Men’s 9-ball: 1. Charles Osceola, 2. Jack 

Billie. 

Congratulations to all the contestants! See 
you next year. 



Iretta Tiger 

David Bowers lines up the cue ball and gets ready to break. 



Iretta Tiger 

Russell Osceola takes aim. He placed second in the senior men’s 60 and older division. 





Your Area's dl Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1003 


★ 

Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

GOUKMFT n-FI I[ 1 HTS...CQIJRMFT RASKJTS AND COUDIF5 

FLORAL LJtPRLSSIONS f RLSH I LOWLR£ 

INDUtCFNCF BODY CARF PRODUCTS 
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Urowdiid ft Dado County 
Wire* S^RiYErB. We- Ship AnywhEiE In Thfi LJSA 
LavL MinuLt: GuJlts. All Major Credit 
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And Goodies 


954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, FL 


www . h oo raysf romho M ywood.com 




New Location | 165D N. State Read 7 | Hollywood, FL | SW Gome' at Taft & 441 
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Stirling Grove Dental 
Office Dentistry 
Dr. Charles S, Mancie U 


Treating Seminole 
Tribal Members 
for Over Thirty Years 
Warriors Boxing Gym 
In blouse Dentist 


Treatments Available 
General Dentistry 

Implant Dentistry (38 years of experience) 
Prosthetics (Dentures; Fixed crowns or Non-removable) 
Oral Surgery (Extractions, etc.) 

Nitrous Oxide ft Pre-Medication, 
Comfortable Sedation Dentistry 
Endodontics (Root canals) 

Orthodontics (Orthodontists on staff) 
Pedodorttics (Children’s dentistry) 
Periodontics (Gum disease. Periodontist on staff) 

AIL laboratories on premises 
Evening and Saturday appointments available 
20% discounts for all Seminole tribal members 
Insurance (Indemnity) Accepted 
— Filing done by the office for insurance, 
not by the patient 


For more information please call or 
come by the office and visit our friendly staff 


Dr. Charles 5< Man del I 
(954) 966-0404 
3220 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, Florida 33021 
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4-H Club Kicks Off New Season 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Throughout the month 
of August, the 4-H steer participants have been 
examining livestock to select and purchase for this 
year’s project. 

On Saturday 
Sept. 1 1 , the Immokalee 
4-H club held its initial 
steer weigh-in. The 
youngsters who will be 
doing a steer project are 
listed below with their 
animals’ weight: Deidra 
Hall, 13, 600 pounds, 

Michael Shaffer II, 14, 

595 pounds, 4-H club 
steer, 15, 660 pounds, 

Alexis Martin Aguilar, 

16, 575 pounds, Lazara 
Marrero, 17, 676 
pounds, Cheyenne 
Mclnturff, 18, 576 
pounds. 

While working 
with the cattle, the 4-H 
club members learned how unpredictable livestock 
can be, making it necessary to exercise caution. 
Justin Villareal’s steer number 12 managed to escape 
during the process and had to be rounded up and 


weighed later in the day. 

Benny Motlow, director of the Immokalee 
Seminole Youth and Livestock Ranch, handled the 
weigh-in with the assistance of Gary Mclnturff, Greg 

Betancourt, and Lupe 
Cepeda. Youth Ranch 
Secretary Michelle 
Osceola was in charge 
of the paperwork. In 
addition to the weigh- 
in, the cows were 
wormed, tagged and 
received a growth hor- 
mone implant. Future 
plans include a visit 
from Mary Jean Koenes 
of the Big Cypress 4-H 
club, who will do a 
seminar on cow show- 
manship. 

Work contin- 
ues on the new steer 
bam where the roof has 
been sheeted. The elec- 
tric and water installa- 
tion is in progress. The 4-Hers look forward to trans- 
ferring their livestock to the new facility by the end 
of September. 



Judy Weeks 


Greg Betancourt (left) assists Chad Motlow and 
Justin Villareal at the cattle weigh-in. 


Ducheneoux Offers Horsemanship 
and Barrel Lessons to Tribal Citizens 



By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee 
Seminole Youth and Livestock Ranch announced 


Tess has held barrel racing championships in the 
EIRA for the past five years and most recently tri- 
umphed over the competition in San Jacinto, Calif. 

Classes began a couple of 
weeks ago and usually draw 
approximately 10 students. They 
are encouraged to bring their own 
horses, however, it is not neces- 
sary. The Immokalee Seminole 
Youth and Livestock Ranch has 
recently purchased four barrel 
horses and is acquiring eight well- 
groomed trail horses. 

Ducheneoux brings three 
of her barrel horses to insure that 
each student gets plenty of quality 
riding time. She began the pro- 
gram with basic horsemanship les- 
sons and will move the individual 
students along at their own pace. 

Safety and understanding 
of the animal along with the prop- 
er place upon its back are a pri- 
mary concern. These standards are 
stressed over speed and agility in 
the early learning phase. 

All tribal citizens are 
encouraged to take advantage of 
this wonderful opportunity to 
improve upon their riding skills. 


Judy Weeks 

Alexis Aguilar enjoys learning to ride on Chris at the Immokalee 
Youth Ranch. 


horsemanship and barrel racing 
lessons for tribal citizens. The 
classes are being conducted at 
the John Jimmie Memorial 
Arena every Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday beginning at 
3:30 p.m. 

The classes are being 
taught by Shireen Ducheneoux 
of Ocala, Fla. Though some 
may not know her, she has a 
very impressive resume. Her 
husband and children are long 
time members of the Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association 
(EIRA). 

Ducheneoux began 
teaching her children, Tess, 1 5 
and Zane, 9, how to ride and 
then compete at a very early 
age; and what a great job she’s 
done! Tess won the 1999 Josey 
Jr. World Championship in 
Marshall, Texas. 

It doesn’t end there. 



Judy Weeks 

Shireen Ducheneaux (right) with her daughter Tess get ready for a 
horsemanship class at Immokalee Youth and Livestock Ranch. 


Immokalee Seminole Youth & 
Livestock Ranch Coming Soon 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee reserva- 
tion proudly announces a new program to benefit, not 
only the youth, but community members as well. 
Initial planning for the proposed facility started in 
May 2004 and a proposal was presented to the Tribal 
Council in early- July. 

After careful consideration, the Immokalee 
Seminole Youth & Livestock Ranch (ISY&LR) came 
into existence with Benny Motlow as its new direc- 
tor. 

The ISY&LR is designed to produce pro- 
grams to occupy and help in the development of 
Seminole youth. Its goals include responsibility, self- 
respect, personal hygiene and constructive interaction 
between all age groups. 

Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
sponsored the program by okaying the land use of the 
recently renovated John Jimmie Memorial Arena, 
surrounding pastures, bams and a field for agricultur- 
al development. 

The 4-H pig bam and newly constmcted 
steer bam are both located on the property. The 4-H 
participants will benefit from some of the proposed 
projects, which will encompass all members of the 
community. 

Motlow immediately examined the existing 
facilities and began renovation where necessary. He 
hired staff to assist in the operation of the new pro- 
grams. He has purchased some horses and is acquir- 
ing more along with tack and hired an equine profes- 
sional to teach horsemanship and barrels. Fifty new 
roping steers have joined the livestock. 

A field has been prepared and planted for 
the 4-H agricultural project and a youth ranch garden 
will be next. Future plans include: roping practice, 
clinics, ranch rodeos as well as East Indian Rodeo 
Association and Professional Cowboy Association 
(PCA) rodeos, team roping, and there is also the pos- 
sibility of a BMX off-road bike trail and skateboard 
park. 

Ground has been broken and a new pad 
installed for the constmction of a petting zoo. The 
50-foot-by-40-foot pole barn, comprising 10 stalls, 
will become the new home for a variety of animals. 
The proposed farm setting will include chickens, 


guineas, small birds, rabbits, a miniature horse, dairy 
calves, baby goats and sheep. This should be a big 
success with the toddlers through elementary school 
age group. 

ISY&LR is designed to operate with the 
cooperation and volunteer services of the entire com- 
munity. Meetings were held on August 25 and 3 1 to 
establish a committee which will provide manpower 
to handle the planned events for the benefit of 
ISY&LR. 

The following individuals make up this 
committee: Virgil Benny Motlow, Chairman, Norita 
Yzaguirre, Vice-President, Michelle Osceola, 
Secretary, Cris Marrero, Treasurer, and Rhonda 
Nunez, Public Relations. They will get together with 
Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar, 
Immokalee Board Liaison Raymond Garza, Jaime 
Yzaguirre, Edwin Montanez, Gary Mclnturff, Sylvia 
Marrero, Juan Tapia, Greg Betancourt, Ray Yzaguirre 
III, Virginia Billie, Amy Yzaguirre, Rebecca 
Martinez, Jennie Martinez, Angie Arreguin from the 
broadcasting department and Judy Weeks, freelance 
writer for The Seminole Tribune. 

Plans were announced for the First Annual 
PCA Rodeo and BBQ/Chili Cook-Off to be hosted by 
ISY&LR. Proceeds will benefit the youth ranch with 
1 5 percent being donated to the hurricane relief fund. 

The two-day event took place on Friday 
Sept. 17. Noe Anzualdo with Latin Country provided 
live music at 6 p.m. Followed by a hot dog eating 
contest and foot race for the kids at 6:30 p.m. and the 
PCA Rodeo at 8 p.m. 

A full day was planned for Saturday Sept. 

18 with slack being run at 9 a.m. and the BBQ/Chili 
Cook-Off taking place from 10 a.m.-l p.m. The PCA 
rodeo ran again at 8 a.m. 

Sponsors for the event were: Tribal Council 
and Board, Immokalee Seminole Casino, B & L 
Hardware and Tire, Jack Queen Construction, Inc., 
Spooner Insurance Agency, Inc., Langford Ford, 
Buddy’s Home Furnishings #3 Immokalee, Florida 
Community Bank, Florida Drilling, Inc. and Taps 
Automotive. 

Results of this fun filled weekend will appear 
in the next issue of The Seminole Tribune. 


HAVE YOU BEEN 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 
Criminal Infractions 


As a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hi ring of n lawyer is an ioifiurtanl decision that shonlil nut he 
based solely upon ad ver Lise in cuts. Before you decide, Hsk ils lo send 
you free writ ten information ahmil our qualifications and experience. 


INJURED? 
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Date Set For ‘Bridging the Gap’VASummit 


Submitted by the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK — The U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs is sponsoring the sec- 
ond annual Bridging the Gap Summit to promote vet- 
eran, minority, and Native American business devel- 
opment. The summit will take place Oct. 12 at the 
Reed Center in Midwest City, Okla. 

The focus of the summit is connecting agen- 
cies, contractors and enterprises for new business. 
Lectures and interactive workshops will address busi- 
ness strategies, contracting opportunities, and financ- 
ing options. Veterans, tribes, business owners and 
interested individuals are encouraged to attend. The 
event also includes a trade show with booths to pro- 
vide additional resources. 

Registration is $50 per organization, and 
additional information is available through the Busey 
Group at (405) 721-7776. 

This year’s summit, presented by White 
Hawk Group and the Busey Group, will have key 
speakers representing various government and private 
sector organizations. The event will highlight advan- 
tages in contracting for Native American and veteran 
owned businesses as provided by such legislation as 
the Native American Incentives Act and the Veteran 
Service Disabled Act. 

The presentations and hands-on workshops 
during the Bridging the Gap Summit will feature 
many experts including: Scott Denniston, Director of 
the VA’s Small & Disadvantaged Business Utilization 
Office in Washington, DC; Neal McCaleb, former 
Interior Department Assistant Secretary for the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs; Yolane Hartsfield of the 


U.S. Army Corp of Engineers; Lynda Speller of 
Metro Technology Centers; Ross Hill of Bank2; Bill 
Strecker of the Bank of Oklahoma; Billy Jefferson, 
retired Small Business Specialist at the Lyndon B. 
Johnson Space Center; Debra Ponder-Nelson of the 
Oklahoma Minority Supplier Development Council 
(OMSDC); and other experts in small business topics. 

Event sponsors include the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs, the Oklahoma Department of 
Commerce, Bank2, the Oklahoma Minority Supplier 
Development Council (OMSDC), the American 
Indian Chamber of Commerce of Oklahoma 
(AICCO), Southwestern Oklahoma State University, 
and the Bank of Oklahoma. 

Co-presenting this event is White Hawk 
Group, a Native- American owned firm beginning its 
fifth year in the SB A 8(a) program. Founded by 
Marty Edwards and Holly Armstrong, White Hawk 
Group’s divisions consist of White Hawk 
Construction, White Hawk Communications, and 
White Hawk IT Consulting. 

Bridging the Gap is also being presented by 
the Busey Group, a Native American owned innova- 
tive business development and consulting firm. The 
Busey Group focus is in developing business and 
economic development opportunities for tribal gov- 
ernments, Native American, and minority businesses. 
The Busey Group is the one source providing 
resources and experience for people, business, and 
education. 

For more information, please contact Sarah 
Nelson with the Busey Group, at (405) 721-7776 or 
fax (405) 721-7779, sarah@buseygroup.com. 


Even a fish wouldn’t get caught if it kept it’s mouth shut. 

Protect yourself from making a mistake 
Practice these simple phrases! 

No, you can’t search my car. 
No, you can’t search my home. 
No, I don’t want to talk with you and I 
don’t want to cooperate with you. 

You can call my lawyer. 

If you have 

-Been searched without your permission 
-Had your car searched without permission 
-Been pulled over for no reason 
-Had police walk into your house without 
a warrant 

-Had DCF or the Police try to get in your 
home without a warrant; 

Call us now. Protect your rights. 

Once you give them up you never get them back. 

Call Guy Seligman 954-760-7600 24 hours a day 

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should be based solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman 
worked as a Certified Legal Intern in both the State Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; 
he has been in private practice for 16 years. He graduated from Nova Southeastern University Law School in 1987. and 
was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1988. 
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South Florida Institute 
of Sports Medicine 0 

DeSimone & Moya, M.D, P.A, 

DeSimone * Moya ■ Haas * Bodrter » Dovie 

Foot, Ankle & Leg Specialist of South Florida, Inc. 
Sheinberg * Bollo • Felton * Lotnfo 



1^”* HIYIO’S/PPO'S 

• MOTOR VEHICLE 

ACCIDENTS 

* WORKERS COMP. 

* MEDICARE ACCEPTED 

• INFANTS * CHILDREN 

TEENS * ADULTS 

Se Habla Espahol 


C Mom 

■ www.Mulhfloridflsport5medicine.Mm, 


■ Sports and Overuse Injuries 

• Pediatric Orthopaedics 

a Arthroscopic Surgery of: 

{Foot, Ankle, Knee, Shoulder, Elbow and Wrist) 

• Knee Ligament Reconstruction 

• Rotator Cuff/Injuries/Tennis Elbow 

• Ankle Injuries and Arthritis 

• Neck and Back Injuries 

• Foot and Ankle Surgery 

• Bunion and Hammertoe Correction 

• Heel and Arch Pain 

• Carpel Tunnel Surgery 

• Fractures and Sprains 

• Flat Feet 

• In Grown Toenail (Permairent Correction) 

• Joint Replacement Surgery 


EVENING HOURS 


24-HOUR EMERGENCY 
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PLANTATION 
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GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 





■custom BILLET grilles 

FOR ALL 
CARS & TRUCKS 


TOOL BOXES 


BILLET GRILLES 


ALL TIRES 13"- 44’ 



AIR INTAKES 


LIFT KITSJLQWERINO KITS 13" - Z6" CUSTOM WHEELS 


AIRAIO / SUPERCHIPS 



AUDIO VOX nVDrVCPmiHER 


FIBERGLASS TON NO'S BRUSHGU ARDS/N ER FBA HS 




M-F Bam - 6pm l WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM I SAT Bam - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981-7223 / FAX; (954) 981-3401 
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Announcements ❖ Ahaaheeke ❖ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 


Poems 



Happy belated birthday to 
Melissa Sherman, she celebrated another 
year of life on September 8. You are a 
dedicated worker and a dynamic individ- 
ual. 

Best wishes and may you have 
many more! 

The Communications 
Department 

Happy belated birthday to my 
dad Eugene Bert on July 30. 

Well it’s been four years since 
we gathered around to grieve. I still think 
you are going to come back or I’m going 
to see you around but, it’s taken me four 
years to get if through my head. 

I thought you would be here 
through my hardest and roughest times in 
life or the happiest time I had. The good 
Lord called you home too soon and now 
we have memories only. But, it makes us 
stronger the way you would want us to 
be. 

Happy belated birthday and 
Father’s Day. 

Love your daughter, 

Miranda C. 



Happy 7th birthday to Michael 
Garcia on Oct. 12 and happy 6th birth- 
day to Erik Garcia on Oct. 7. 

You two are growing up so fast. 
We just can’t believe all the things that 
you have done in such a short time. You 
always make us proud and we enjoy 
being a part of everything that you do. 

We have been blessed not once, 
but twice. 

We love you both. Happy birth- 
day. 

Love, 

Mom and Jon 

Happy birthday to Michaela 
R. Cypress on September 2 1 . Every step 
you make and everyday you make a d— , 
may God be with you. I know God has 
blessed me with the best niece he ever 
made. May he be with you as you blow 
out candles and through life. JIappy birth- 
day, 

Love, 

Aunties Miranda Cypress 


As I Lay 

As I lay my mind says. . . 

There was right, but I chose left 
There was up, but I chose down 
There was home, but I chose to go on my 
own 

There was a smile, but I chose to frown 
As I lay my mind says. . . 

There was an error in life, try to correct it 
There was love, I chose to reject it 
There were problems and so many ques- 


Listen 

A lady once told me to just listen 
I chose not to 

My thought was I’m above 
I believed I was hard to fall 
Leave and she’d take me back 
Life with me was hard for her, that’s a 
fact 

Paying day for day because of my mistake 
Now it’s too late 

Should have never bit the hand of fate 


The Hand of My Lord 

The hand of my lord, I did let it go 
Down into the depths, how far I don’t 
know 

Oppression, depression, careless, sense- 
less banter 

Traded my life of heroes I would canter 
For a world where all men are shattered 
The love of my family, it should have 
mattered 

The hand of my lord, I did let it go 
Pain I cause to everyone I know 
Memories, friendless comer, northeast 
side 

Always carried foolish gangster pride 
Troubles all the time I don’t know why 


tions 

There were answers from people with 

good suggestions 

As I lay my mind says. . . 

There was a place of hope 

There was a place above water to keep me 

afloat 

There was a place to rest when weary 
There was a place I miss dearly 

— Leslie J. Gopher 


All alone and that’s not cool 
Incarcerated, I must be a fool 
Thinking what a man I must be 
Abandon my children 
What a great father I turned out to be 
That is weight I stmggle to hold 
Hard to fail yet still be bold 
I found what I had, but still I’m missing 
A lady once told me just to listen 

— Leslie J. Gopher 


Demons of my life I wouldn’t deny 
The hand of my lord, I did let it go 
Fifty-five to life I’ve got to show 
There’s nothing wrong with me 
There’s good few people see 
I tried real hard to change my way 
Mad dog killer, that’s what they say 
The hand of my lord, I did let it go 
Relive the day, play it slow 
He pulled his and only played 
I pulled mine and nearly slayed 
For my deed I will pay 
I am a man he cannot say 
The hand of my lord, I did let it go 

— Joey W. Henry 







Dad, A Poem for You 

God took the strength of a mountain, 
The majesty of a tree, 

The warmth of a summer sun 
The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature 
The comforting arm of night 
The wisdom of the ages 
The power of eagle’s flight, 


The joy of a morning in spring, 

The faith of a mustard seed, 

The patience of eternity 
The depth of a family need 
Then God combined these qualities 
When there was nothing more to add, 
He knew the masterpiece complete 
And so I called him Dad 

— Miranda Cypress 




Forever In My Heart 

In loving memory of Eugene Bert 

I thought of you with love today 

But that is nothing new 

We thought of you yesterday and days 

before that too 

We think of you in silence 


We speak of you with pride 

And we relive our memories of living side 

by side 

You’re memory is our keepsake 

with which we’ll never part 

God has you in his keeping-we have you 

in our hearts 

— Miranda Cypress 



To appreci- 
ate true beauty, one 
must see animals undomes- 


ticated, untamed, unharnessed, 
untouched, and unobtainable 
When I see a horse or eagle; that is 
beauty untamed 
As a bird flies, just watch. 

They swoop, flutter, soar, scream, and 
plummet 

They know they can stretch their wings 
and find no limit 

We people know the feeling all too well. 

Look at the world today 

Full of cities, towns, vehicles, and people 

We’ve gotten too big for ourselves 

Some people abuse it, some don’t 

Those that don’t abuse the privilege are 

successful 

They know to keep working to get some- 
where. 

“Work now, play later” 

They know that saying too well 
They apply it to their life and live it 
Then we ourselves can be “free” 

To see ourselves untamed and undomesti- 
cated, we must work now to be free 
That way, we can appreciate true beauty 


— Ayze Jo Henry 

■ ■ ■ * » 

Heart and Mind 


One’s mind can always lean and appreci- 
ate the things we could not have 
But some are not so appreciative 
Some are willing to give their lives to 
someone who has needless stuff, for 
which eventually end their lives 
Every human is special, has a kind heart 
and a good mind 

For all can’t see the great things that the 
person has; your just fooling yourself 
Turning to drugs, alcohol, and some sui- 
cide, just shows that they are different 
But in reality we are all different, unique 
and special 

Some will get high off drugs and alcohol, 
but me... 

I get high by helping, learning, having 
fun and trying my best at school 
So I think my strength comes from my 
heart and soul, but mostly family and 
friends 

But, I am kinda off the subject on learn- 
ing and all, but it’s cool 

— By Catlin Jim 
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Young Ranchers Prepare for Fall Harvest 

By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE 

The Immokalee Seminole 
Youth and Livestock Ranch 
has begun an agricultural 
program to teach their youth 
some of life’s most valuable 
lessons. Even though the 
majority of the participants 
will never pursue a job in the 
field of agriculture, this will 
be an opportunity for them to 
learn about the rewards of 
hard work and responsibility. 

They began with a 
bare piece of ground and in a 
few short months will be 
able to harvest the results of 
their labor. What a wonderful 
feeling to stand back and say 
“I did that!” 

During the month of hurricanes have plagued the project. Nevertheless, 

July, the tractor cultivated the field several times and good irrigation has protected the crop and everything 

appears on schedule. 

In ideal conditions pumpkins require 
60-78 days to mature. The three-acre field should 
be ready to harvest by mid-October. 

What will become of the pumpkins; you 
may ask yourself. Chairman Mitchell Cypress has 
expressed an interest in acquiring quite a few. A 
retail farmer’s market would like to purchase some 
for resale and the 4-H plans to sell them through- 
out the Immokalee community. 

Last, but not least, a pumpkin decorating 
contest is planned for the annual Halloween Party. 

Benny Motlow, Director of the 
Immokalee Seminole Youth and Livestock Ranch, 
has contacted some local packing house managers 
who would be willing to market a zucchini and 
yellow squash crop. With this possibility in mind, 
future plans are in the works. 

A green thumb contest will be underway 
in a few weeks. One acre of land has been set aside 
and a portion will be allotted to each participant. 
Individuals would select the vegetable they would 
like to grow and then strive to produce the largest 
crop, the best looking crop and the best tasting 
crop. 




Benny Motlow 

Immokalee 4-H participants gather in the field to plant pumpkin seeds. 


fertilizer was applied and the rows were pre- 
pared for planting. Obviously, the boys and 
girls could not use the tractor, however, they 
were on hand to observe the work and discuss 
the soil preparation. 

By July 30 the field was ready and the 
group met to review their plans, discuss the 
seed, planting and care requirements for the 
next few weeks. Finally the big day arrived, 
and on August 2 they gathered in the field to 
plant a crop of pumpkins. It was wonderful to 
witness the enthusiasm of these youngsters 
from such diverse age groups. They slowly pro- 
gressed through the field laughing and joking 
as they dug into the earth, planting their pump- 
kin seeds. 

Within two weeks the small plants had 
sprung up throughout the field and fertilizer 
was again applied. An examination of the rows 
on Sept. 1 1 , showed large healthy vines loaded 
with bright yellow blooms. Small pumpkins are 
expected to appear any time. Unfortunately, 
afternoon showers and heavy rains from two 



Judy Weeks 


Youth Ranch Secretary Michelle Osceola (center) with 
her daughter, Jessica (left) and Lazara Marrero (right) 
inspects the new pumpkin blooms. 
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Red Ribbon Week: Oct 
23-Oct28. 

Carmen Arrango from Big Cypress Family Services 
led the planning meeting for EC’s celebrations. 

Page 8 



Second Annual Marcella 
Green Golf Tournament 

Held at the Jacaranda Golf Course in Plantation on 
Saturday Sept 25. 

Page 11 



The Second Annual Men’s 
Wellness Conference 

About 30 men attended the conference at the Hilton 
Beach Resort in Marco Island, Fla. 

Page 16 




By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Members of the 


Immokalee community turned out in great numbers 
for fun, companionship, laughter, contests and won- 
derful food in celebration of Indian Day on 
Saturday, Sept. 25. 

The Immokalee recreation department 
under the direction of David and Maria Billie 
planned and funded the happy occasion. Immokalee 
Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar supplied not only 
the food and drinks, but was on hand for the prepa- 
ration of the traditional Seminole meal cooked over 
the open fire. 

Indian Day activities began at 10 a.m. with 
canoe races on the lake. The men paddled canoes 
while the women and children relied on the more 
stable paddle boats to carry them across the lake. 

The group competed in teams of two. Competition 
was very close in the men’s division with first and 
second place being only a few seconds apart. 

At the conclusion of the lake events, every- 
one moved to the athletic field where they were 
joined by a much larger group ready to celebrate the 
holiday. A slip ‘n’ slide, water balloon rockets and 
bounce and slide had been set up in the field and 
were already in use. While Maria Billie supervised 
the axe throwing, Ito Montanez carefully tabulated 
the scores in archery. 

The axe throwing got off to a rough start 
without any successful throws and a few of the 
hatchets lost their heads. Soon the group realized 
that extreme force was not required. Slow, smooth 
motions would put the axe right into the log. Once 
they mastered the technique, stiff competition 
ensued with several run-offs to determine the win- 
ners. Watch out for those seniors; they were right on 
target. 

The degree of accuracy with the bow and 
arrow was very surprising. High scores were quickly 
adding up and several individuals had to shoot again 
for tie-breakers. 

While all of this was going on, several 
young children had gathered under one of the chick- 
ees, and without adult supervision, they had organ- 
ized their own games. Seeing them playing and 
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2004 Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association Awards Banquet 



By Emma Brown 

HOLLYWOOD 

— The Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association 
(EIRA) ended the 


2003-2004 rodeo season 
with an awards banquet 
held Oct. 2 at the 
Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. 

The evening 
began at 7 p.m. with 
nominations and elec- 
tions for the 2004-2005 
rodeo season directors. 

The next season will be 
underway in November 
with the first rodeo being 
held Thanksgiving day in 
Alabama. 

The outgoing 
directors also added a 
special awards section to 
this year’s banquet by 
presenting awards for 
best event horses, bull, 
stock contractor, 
announcer, pick up man, 
and bullfighter. Every 
year there are animals 
and people behind the 
scenes that help make 
every rodeo a success 
and the directors of the 
EIRA wished to award 
those that were most out- (L-R) Shelby 
standing. 

Once nomina- 
tions and elections were completed and 
the tally count was underway, a deli- 
cious dinner was served for all of the 
guests while they waited for the results 
to come in. Before announcing the win- 
ners of the special awards and the new 
EIRA officers, President Alex Johns pre- 
sented sponsors with nice plaques to 
thank them for all of their support 
throughout the year. 

After presenting plaques, the 
new officers and special awards were 
handed out. The 2004-2005 EIRA offi- 
cers are: President Amos Tiger, Vice 
President Paul Bowers Sr., 


Osceola, Sheyanna Osceola, Ayze Henry. 


Secretary/Treasurer Jo Jumper, Bareback 
Director Adam Turtle, Saddle Bronc 
Director Sydney Gore, Bull Riding 
Director Paul Bowers Jr., Steer 
Wrestling Director Jeff Johns, Calf 
Roping Director Josh Jumper, Team 
Roping Director Reno Osceola, 

Women’s Breakaway Director Billie 
Tiger, Barrel Racing Director Trina 
Bowers, Special Events Director Moses 
Jumper. 

All special award winners are 
listed at the end of the story along with 
all award winners. 

Following the presentation of 


the plaques was the pres- 
entation and awards for 
all of the year end win- 
ners for the kid’s events 
and sanctioned events. 
There were beautiful 
buckles, spurs, breast 
collars, and stirrups 
given to the winners. 

The all-around 
cowboy, Naha Jumper, 
and all-around cowgirl, 
Shelby Osceola was pre- 
sented with beautiful 
custom made saddles. 
President Johns then 
continued with the 
recognition of the associ- 
ation directors. 

Without the 

directors of the associa- 
tion EIRA would not be 
possible. They are the 
back bone of the EIRA 
and it is their duty to 
make sure that each year 
runs as smoothly as pos- 
sible. Each director was 
presented with a gor- 
geous cow hide day 
planner with their initials 
engraved on it for appre- 
ciation of all of their 
hard work and dedica- 

Emma Brown tion. 

The evening 

was a great ending to 

another great year of 
rodeo. Good luck to all of the contest- 
ants that will be representing the EIRA 
in Soboba, Calif. 

2004 Sanctioned Event Winners: 

Bareback: Champion Adam 
Turtle, Reserve Champion Alex Johns. 

Saddle Bronc: Champion 
Shawn Best, Reserve Champion Sydney 
Gore. 

Steer Wrestling: Champion 
Robbie Chalfant, Reserve Champion 
Naha Jumper. 

Calf Roping: Champion Naha 


❖ See EIRA, page 3 


The Smithsonian Opens 
the National Museum of 
the American Indian 



Iretta Tiger 

The Seminole Color Guard leads the procession on the National Mall in Washington 
D.C. 


By Iretta Tiger 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — On 
September 21, thousands of indigenous 
people from all over the world gathered in 
Washington, D.C. to celebrate a truly his- 
toric event. The Smithsonian Institution’s 
17th museum opened and this museum is 
solely for us; it’s the National Museum of 
the American Indian. 

The celebration started with the 
Native Nations Procession on the National 
Mall. The procession began in front of the 
Smithsonian Castle with Colorado Senator 
Ben Nighthorse Campbell and Secretary 
of the Smithsonian, Lawrence Small lead- 
ing the way. 

Thousands of natives from the 
US, Canada, South America and New 
Zealand marched along both sides of the 


National Mall. It was amazing to see them 
gathered together preparing for the pro- 
cession; natives everywhere you looked 
with the Washington Monument in the 
background. 

Over a hundred people came to 
represent the Seminole Tribe including the 
color guard, council representatives, board 
representatives and Miss Seminole JoJo 
Osceola. 

As each group waited their turn 
to participate in the procession, they 
greeted each other as if they were old 
friends. Everyone had a huge smile on 
their face and admired each others regalia. 
It was fitting that natives gathered as one 
with love for each other in a place where 

❖ See NMAI, page 17 


Brighton Community Hit 
Hard by Hurricane 

Preschool building suffers extensive damage 



By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — At the Brighton 
reservation, the impact of the last two 
hurricanes, Frances and Jeanne, are esti- 
mated to cost millions in 
damages to buildings and 
houses. Hurricane Jeanne, 
causing the most damage, 
hit the reservation in the 
early morning hours on 
Sunday Sept. 26. 

“We have damage 
upon damage,” said 
Housing Director Michele 
Thomas, three days after 
Jeanne hit. “We can’t even 
get patched up from one 
before the next one hits.” 

Thomas said 

approximately 25 generators 
were placed in homes of 
residents who were in need 
of electrical service; first on 
the list were senior citizens 
and the medically impaired. 

The electric outages lasted 
eight days for some resi- 
dents served by Florida 
Power & Light at the north 


end of the reservation. 

For the residents of this beauti- 
fully planned reservation, the destruction 

❖ See JEANNE, page 4 


Armando Negrin 

Hurricane Jeanne caused severe damage to many 
buildings, including the gym. 


Tribal Fair Committee Meeting 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The tribal 
fair committee met on Friday Sept. 17 at 
the Hard Rock Hotel in Hollywood. The 
committee began by discussing the min- 
utes from the last meeting and after vot- 
ing, the motion was passed. 

Vice Chairman of the committee, 
Buster Baxley, informed everyone that 
Hollywood Council Representative Max 
Osceola Jr., approached the Hard Rock 
and The Cordish Company to discuss 
hosting the fair in that property. They 
granted the leased church property 
instead, which is located right across from 
the Hard Rock Hotel. This being their 
only alternative since the entertainment 
venue at the Hard Rock property would 
not be finished until spring 2005. 

The set dates for the tribal fair 
are Feb. 10-13, 2005. The Pow Wow and 
usual festivities will be held on the leased 
property and the rodeo will be held in 
Davie, Fla. at the Bergeron Rodeo 


Grounds. Scheduled for Friday is the Bill 
Osceola memorial Indian rodeo and on 
Saturday and Sunday an all Indian bull 
riding. 

There will be an employee dis- 
count honored for Thursday and Friday of 
the weekend festivities. 

The committee will strictly 
enforce authenticity during the Seminole 
clothing contest. All materials must be 
native made. 

Pow Wow committee spokesper- 
son Trudy Osceola, presented a proposed 
budget and the prize payout schedule. She 
explained that there will be invited drums 
instead of host drum groups. Also, some 
categories during the dance competition 
have been combined. Please see the flyer 
posted for all detail information regarding 
the Pow Wow. 

The next meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday Oct. 13 at the auditorium 
lobby in the Hollywood headquarters 
building. 
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Adelsa Williams 

Moses Osceola is all smiles with his brand new bowling ball. 


Happy Birthday Mr. President 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — On Oct. 8, 
a surprise birthday party was held for 
Moses Osceola, President and Vice 
Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. Jim Allen, Chief Executive 
Officer for the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino, surprised the President 
with a brand new bowling ball, com- 
plete with the Seminole Hard Rock logo 
on it. 

And what’s a birthday party 


without cake? Pastry chef Michelle 
Bass, who creates delicious pastries at 
the Seminole Hard Rock, outdid herself 
with a white cream frosted cake with 
fruit filling. Needless to say is was 
devoured in record time. Both the cake 
and bowling ball were courtesy of 
Gaming Operations. 

Osceola, whose birthday is 
Oct. 11, thoroughly enjoyed his gift and 
the scrumptious cake. 

Happy Birthday Moke! 


Seminoles Host 2004 Intertribal 
Agriculture Council Symposium 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

September 30, the planning committee 
for the 2004 IAC Symposium met at the 
Hollywood tribal office. This year’s 
conference will be at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino on the Hollywood 
reservation from Nov. 1-5. This year’s 
conference theme is: “Healthy Land, 
Healthy Heat through Indian 
Agriculture”. 

The committee is looking for 
event sponsors and/or session break 
sponsors. The cost of the sponsorship 
packages are as follows: event sponsor 


package is $5,000 and the session break 
sponsor is $3, 000. The sponsorships 
are open to individuals, groups or busi- 
nesses. 

The session break sponsors 
provide refreshments for the numerous 
conference breaks such as coffee and 
doughnuts. There is no limit as to the 
number of sponsors for the breaks. 
Sponsor applications will be accepted 
until the date of the conference. 

For more information, check 
out www.indianaglink.com., or call 
(406) 259-3525. 


Seminoles Participate in Native 
Voters Registration Campaign 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — You have 
the right to vote and the National 
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) 
wants you to use this right. As part of 
their “Native Vote 2004” campaign, 
NCAI created the Native Voters 
Registration Campaign and their mis- 
sion is to register native voters. 

To make sure that no native 
community is left behind a training ses- 
sion was developed as part of the regis- 
tration campaign. This training session 
takes local tribal citizens and teaches 
them the art of registering voters. 

Hollywood Council 
Representative Max Osceola, Jr. 
brought the training session to the 


Seminole Tribe and NCAI interns 
Cherie Ike and Gyasi Ross conducted 
the session. Topics ranged from cam- 
paign strategy to creating and practicing 
a “rap”. The determination to get Native 
Americans to vote is so strong a door to 
door strategy will be implemented. 

So when you see the Native 
Vote 2004 table or when someone from 
the campaign team comes to talk to 
you, don’t be afraid. They only want to 
help you to become a registered voter, it 
costs nothing, takes up very little time 
and is not affiliated to one political 
party. 

For more information or to 
register contact Leoma Poore at (954) 
931-3064 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the editor, 
Michael Kelly at (800) 683-7800, 


Ext. 1267. E-mail 
mkelly@semtribe.com, fax 
(954) 967-3482, or mail to: The 
Seminole Tribune, 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024. 
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David DeHass: The Bull Whisperer 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Meet tribal citizen David DeHass, 
panther clan, and the Hollywood board representative for the 
past four years. 

He was bom in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. and is the son the 
late Frances Tigertail-DeHass and Wilmeth Delbert DeHass Jr., 
the fifth born of four brothers and two sisters. 

Since 1996 DeHass has been involved with the horse 
club and enjoyed working with 
the Seminole kids in the com- 
munity. During the horse club 
days, DeHass experienced cer- 
tain budget issues with the 
rodeos and decided to mn for 
office to make a difference. 

“The kids compelled 
me to start,” he said, “I wanted 
the kids better spoken for; they 
need a fair shake, and they 
need someone who believes in 
them.” 

He recalled when 
David and Tmman Bowers 
took him around rodeos during 
his childhood and says he 
never forgot how something as 
simple as that overwhelmed 
him. 

“What they did for 
me, I will do for the kids,” he 
said, “Someone once told me 
that’s called making memo- 
ries.” 

DeHass has and still 
spends time with the kids 
teaching them how to handle 
animals. They help him load 
and unload the bulls and help 
feed them. He says that this is 
where he gets his nickname, 

The bull whisperer’. 

Besides the handling 
of the bulls, DeHass enjoys 
fishing and hunting deer, hogs and turkeys. 

Prior to the rodeos, DeHass spent years working in the 
roofing industry, which he said “was good to me.” 

As a young adult, at the early age of 1 6, DeHass not 
only rode bulls but also worked at the Big Cypress groves, wres- 
tled alligators and even worked as a dish washer at the popular 
Sterling Country Kitchen restaurant in Davie. 

His sister Debi DeHass recalls many fun and crazy 
times when they were kids but overall says that David is always 
a good ‘older’ brother. 

“He was always there for us,” said Debi. 


Recently DeHass experience one of the most difficult 
experiences anyone could have when doctors diagnosed him 
with cancer. During his treatment and recovery, he recalls how 
many people stood by his side and offered moral support as he 
battled the disease and considers himself a ‘walking miracle’. 

He speaks highly of the flattering feeling he was con- 
sumed by as he collected about five full boxes of get well cards. 

“I never expected so many people to care, said DeHass, 


“I get all chocked up just talking about it. I felt real special.” 

When DeHass was elected for his first term four years 
ago, he recalls not knowing what he was getting into and what 
the position required of him as a representative, but with time he 
learned many things and now feels more affirmative. 

He said the board can provide a business service as 
community service. Some for-profit and nonprofit services he 
plans to put into motion and bring into the board include bring- 
ing dialysis machines to reservations in buses, assisted living 
facilities, a candy factory, an airplane factory and beef, citrus 
and sugar cane contracts with the military. 



Adelsa Williams 


(L-R) Leoma Poore, Hollywood Board Representative David DeHass, and Loretta Micco. 


Letters & E-mait 

6300 Stirling Road Hollywood, FL 33024 tribune@semtribe.com 


Hello, 

I received my order from the 
marketplace, the Seminole scarf is beauti- 
ful. Thank you for you outstanding serv- 
ice! I really enjoyed wearing the scarf on 
September 21st, during the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Native Nations proces- 
sion in Washington, D.C. 

Sincerely, 

Catherine Tredinnick 

catherineamber@earthlink.net 

Dear Friends, 

The upcoming election of 2004 
has been called the most important in our 
nation’s history. We are witness to an 
unprecedented mobilization effort in 
Indian Country to register new voters, 
engage them in the process, and get them 
to the polls in record numbers. 

National Voice, a nonprofit non- 
partisan civic participation organization, 
has been a key player in providing sup- 
port to voter mobilization work in Indian 
Country along with the National Congress 
of American Indians. Together, both 
organizations are providing training, 
resources, and coordination for Get Out 
The Vote (GOTV) efforts. 

As part of National Voices’ 
GOTV plans, we have developed the 


November 2 campaign, an unprecedented 
national effort to turn out a combined total 
of four million new voters-including 
Native American voters-on election day, 
Nov. 2, by registering two million new 
voters and mobilizing two million infre- 
quent voters. 

This campaign is not about elect- 
ing any one candidate or pushing a partic- 
ular political agenda. It’s about the power 
of democracy and the wisdom of the 
American people. 

This unprecedented mobilization 
represents the work of non-partisan 
groups from every corner of the country, 
including Project Vote, ACORN, NAACP 
National Voter Fund, People for the 
American Way Foundation, US Action 
Education Fund, Clean Water Fund, Earth 
Day Network, and the Southwest Voter 
Education Registration Project. We are 
also working closely with tribes and 
Native American organizations throughout 
the country. 

Our goal is to harness the energy 
and enthusiasm of new voters, whose par- 
ticipation could reinvigorate the face of 
the American political landscape. 

We are inviting Native American 
media outlets to participate in this 
unprecedented effort by using native spe- 
cific adverting in tribal newspapers, web- 


sites, and other publications. For more 
information about any or all of the 
November 2 strategies, goals, or budget, 
or to talk about how you can be involved, 
please contact Mark Ritchie, National 
Voice Coordinator, 2105 First Avenue 
South, Minneapolis, MN 55404, (612) 
879-7500, mark@nationalvoice.org. 

Sincerely, 

Crystal Wabnum 

Organizer 

Native American Voters 
crystal@nationalvoice.org 
www.nationalvoice . org 
www.no vember2 . org 

Dear Editor, 

Hi! I will be traveling to Florida 
in October. My daughters are Girl Scouts, 
interested in earning a particular patch (re: 
Seminole culture). In the patch booklet, 
there is a list of places to visit, one of 
which is the “BCC Seminole Indian 
Festival” which purportedly takes place in 
October. However, I saw no mention of 
this on your Event Calendar on your web- 
site (which, by the way, seemed to be full 
of very interesting information; I plan to 
re-visit the site when I have the time to 
peruse it at my leisure). 

Is the Citrus Council of Girl 
Scouts misinformed, or is the festival just 
some hokey tourist trap, not worth includ- 
ing on your site? 

Thanks for whatever information 
you can provide, 

Anne Fuller 

Ms. Fuller ; 

BCC Seminole Indian Festival 
was an event hosted by Brevard 
Community College in Cocoa Beach , 

Fla. and it was held every year in 
October. That event, however, is no 
longer around. During its prime it was a 
wonderful event that our tribe co-hosted. 

I do not know of any other festi- 
vals that would fit your needs other than 
our own on the Big Cypress Indian 
Reservation-we host two events, the first 
is the American Indian Arts Celebration 
(November 12-14) and the Kissimmee 
Slough Shootout (February 4-6, 2005). 

If you are in Florida and are 
eager for your girls to visit a local educa- 
tional facility, you may wish to bring 
them to the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
which is located on the Big Cypress 
Indian Reservation. We are open 
Tuesday-Sunday, 9-5 and would love to 
host your family for a fun-filled day. 

Sincerely, 

Tina Osceola 
Executive Director 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 


Correction 


In the Sept. 24 issue of The Seminole 
Tribune Brighton Council Representative 
Roger Smith and Brighton Board 
Representative Johnny Jones were 
misidentified in photo captions that 
accompany the article entitled “Meet 
Brighton’s Representatives Roger Smith 
and Johnny Jones.” The captions listed 
Smith as Brighton’s board representative 
and Jones as Brighton’s council represen- 
tative, when in fact Smith is the council 
representative and Jones is the board rep- 
resentative. 


Dear Wanda Bowers and the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

On behalf of myself and Miss Indian World 2004 Delana Smith, we want 
to thank the Seminole Tribe of Florida for the gracious hospitality that was given 
to us as guests for the Miss Seminole Pageant last month. I want to thank Ms. 
Wanda Bowers and the Miss Seminole Pageant Committee for the invitation to 
serve as judge for the Miss Seminole Pageant 2004. 

This was an experience that goes beyond words. The pageant was coordi- 
nated very well and the little extras made the entire experience wonderful and 
unforgettable. 

I want to thank the Seminole Tribe and its leadership for putting together 
such a wonderful cultural event. I learned so much about the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and it was great to interact with many of your tribal members and to have 
the chairman of the tribe so involved in the pageant. 

Your Miss Florida Seminole is your tribe’s ambassador to other tribes and 
cultures. The support of the tribe and the tribal leaders is so important in making 
sure that the young woman who will travel and represent the tribe feels this warm 
and generous support to fulfill her duties and obligations throughout the year. 

Thank you once again for the experience. If you ever need me as a judge, 
I’d me more than honored. 

We invite everyone to the annual Gathering of Nations Pow wow and the 
Miss Indian World Pageant in Albuquerque, N.M., April 28-30, 2005. 

Warmly, 

Melonie Mathews 

Program Coordinator 

Miss Indian World Pageant/Gathering of Nations, Ltd. 



Dear Wanda Bowers, 

Thank you very much for selecting the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino as site for your recent Seminole Princess Pageant. Our staff was delighted 
at the opportunity to welcome you and your guests and we hope that everyone 
enjoyed a pleasant and productive stay with us. 

As you know, as exciting as Seminole Hard Rock is, there is even more in 
the way of activities on the way. Please note that we will keep you updated about 
our progress as we open our exciting Seminole Paradise entertainment district as 
well as our Hard Rock Live Performance Venue, both of which will provide many 
exciting opportunities for entertainment and events. 

I hope that you will not hesitate to call for any additional assistance I may 
provide here at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, as it would be a pleasure to 
work with you again and to welcome you back to our unique resort. 

Sincerely, 

Ingrid A. Schenk 
National Sales Manager 
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Newly Crowned Seminole Princesses 
Visit Mashantucket Pequot Pow Wow 


By Jo Jo Osceola 


April. 




NORTH STONINGTON, CT — On “I am honored to be here and meet so many 

August 25-27, Miss Seminole Princess Jo Jo Dakota people,” Osceola said of the opportunity to come 

Osceola and Jr. Miss Seminole Princess Krystle Anne across different cultures. 

Indeed, there were numerous visitors who 
commented on the beauty of the princesses and 
their clothing. Many tribal citizens were also pres- 
ent at the festival and to show support. 

That night, Trail Liaison Mr. William 
Osceola treated them to dinner at the Michael 
Jordan Steak House in the Mohegan Casino. Mr. 
Osceola parted with words of wisdom concerning 
investing in the future and doing well for others. 
Ms. Vivian Delgado also spoke of the significance 
of knowing Seminole culture and sharing it. The 
following day, the royalty and company left 
Connecticut for Florida. 

“I had so much fun,” said Jr. Miss 
Seminole Krystal Young, who enjoyed the trip 
immensely, and cannot wait to attend another pow 
wow. 

Miss Seminole Princess, JoJo Osceola, 
and Jr. Miss Seminole Princess, Krystle Young, 
did a wonderful job representing the Seminole 
Tribe. 

Miss Seminole JoJo Osceola would like 
to thank her family and friends for their love, 
Byron Billie and his family for their unrelenting 
support and understanding, Krystle Young, Steve 
Young, and Miss Selma for their encouragement 
and entertaining stories. Jr. Miss Seminole Krystle 
Young would like to thank her parents, family, and 
friends. 

Both princesses would like to thank the 
princess committee, Mr. William Osceola and Ms. 
Vivian Delgado for their kind words, Ms. Holly 
Tiger for being great and Chairman Mitchell 
Young, along with their chaperones Mr. Steve Young Cypress and President Moses Osceola for their 
and Ms. Holly Tiger, boarded a plane to Connecticut encouragement, 
for the annual Mashantucket Pequot 
Pow Wow. 

The trip was the first of many 
royal duties for the two newly crowned 
princesses and both were very excited 
to represent the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. The first night in Connecticut, 
the group ate dinner at Pizza Palace, a 
pizzeria renowned for its delicious 
food and was accommodated at the 
beautiful Foxwood Casino and Resort. 

The next day, the two 
princesses prepared for their first grand 
entry in the pow wow. 

“I just hope I don’t trip,” said 
Young, 13, who was a bit nervous 
about the grand entry. 

Needless to say, she didn’t fall 
and performed gracefully. The royalty 
participated in two grand entries; the 
first at 1 p.m. and the next at 7 p.m. 

They ran into their friend, 

Miss Indian World Delana Smith, who 
was also a judge in the princess pag- 
eant. They helped her pass out flyers 
and posters for the upcoming 
Gathering of Nations Pow Wow in 


Steve Young 

Seminole Princess Jo Jo Osceola and Jr. Miss Seminole Krystle 
Young at the Mashantucket Pequot Pow Wow. 
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Steve Young 

(L-R) Krystle Young and Jo Jo Osceola take a break 
at the Pow Wow in Connecticut. 


Representing the Tribe in DC at the 
American Indian Museum Opening 


Miss Seminole Princess march- 
es in opening procession 

By JoJo Osceola 

WASHINGTON, DC — On Sept. 22, 1 attend- 
ed the grand opening of the Smithsonian’s American 
Indian Museum in Washington, DC, as the Miss 
Seminole Princess. It was an honor to be given the 
opportunity to attend such an event, which is history in 
the making and marks a monumental moment for Native 
Americans as a people. Our unique culture will be pre- 
served and remembered forever behind those walls. 

I was excited to represent my tribe in the pre- 
cession, in which participating tribes walked through the 
streets of Washington DC and was applauded and wel- 
comed by supporters. 

The amount of encouragement all the tribes 
received, not only by Native Americans but by non- 
natives, was overwhelming and stunning. I was in awe 
of the factions who came to watch and the number of 
tribes who were present was incredible. 

It was great to see tribes from all over the 
United States come together to celebrate a day that was 
meant for us. Many fellow Seminole tribal citizens came 
to partake in the occasion and show their Seminole 
pride. 

Although the celebration was a weeklong 
event, I could only attend on Sept. 22 because I had to 
head home for school, where I attend the University 
School as a senior. I greatly enjoyed my day in 
Washington DC, and hope every one who participated 
did also. 



Iretta Tiger 


The Washington Monument stands in the back- 
ground as Seminole Princess Jo Jo Osceola takes 
a break. 
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Seminole Royalty Attends EIRA Banquet 



By Wanda F. Bowers 

HOLLYWOOD — Florida Miss Seminole, 
Jo Jo Osceola and Florida Jr. Miss. Seminole, Krystle 
Young both from the Hollywood Reservation, had the 
pleasure of attending the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) Banquet on Saturday night Oct. 2 
after along day at the Hollywood Gym during Culture 
Day. 


The Banquet was held at the Hollywood 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. The purpose of the 
Banquet was to elect new officers and to present all 
winners of various categories throughout the year, 
from the EIRA with plaques, buckles and let’s not 
forget the saddles. 

The recipients of these awards, the first 
place winner and the reserved are qualified to go to 
the National Indian Rodeo 
Finals this year, which is to 
be held in California. 

After the awards 
where given out, the win- 
ners of the election of new 
officers were announced 
for the up coming year. 

This was a first for both Jo 
Jo and Krystle attending 
the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association banquet but, 
they were well received. 

As Jo Jo stated, 
“When you represent the 
tribe, you represent all 
members and their inter- 
est.” 

Rodeo is a big part 
of the tribe and we were 
glad to be a part of their 
evening. At the end of the 
evening both ladies con- 
gratulated the new elected 
President, Amos Tiger and 
Vice-President, Paul 
Bowers Sr. 


Wanda Bowers 

(L-R) Big Cypress Board Representative Paul Bowers Sr., Krystle Young, Jo 
Jo Osceola, and Amos Tiger. 
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Jumper, Reserve Champion Happy Jumper. 

Women’s Breakaway Roping: Champion 
Shelby Osceola, Reserve Champion Billie Tiger. 

Team Roping: Champion Header Josh 
Jumper, Reserve Champion Header Marvin Bowers, 
Champion Heeler Naha 
Jumper, Reserve Champion 
Heeler- Trina Bowers. 

Women’s Barrel 
Racing: Champion Tess 
Ducheneaux, Reserve 
Champion Sheyanna Osceola. 

Bull Riding: 

Champion Shawn Best, 

Reserve Champion Koty 
Brugh. 

Non-Sanctioned Events: 

Mutton Busting: 

Champion Kalgary Johns, 

Reserve Champion Josh Johns. 

Calf Riding: 

Champion Andre Jumper, 

Reserve Champion Josh Johns. 

Steer Riding: 

Champion Adam Phillips. 

Junior Bull Riding: 

Champion Ethan Gopher, 

Reserve Champion Justin 
Aldridge. 

Pony Riding: 

Champion William Bearden, 

Reserve Champion Jacoby 
Johns. 

Junior Bareback Riding: Champion Jacoby 
Johns, Reserve Champion Seth Randolph. 

Barrels (4-8 years old): Champion Acealyn 
Youngblood, Reserve Champion Andre Jumper. 

Barrels (9-12 years old): Champion 
Nauthkee Henry, Reserve Champion Zane 
Ducheneaux. 

Barrels (13-18 years old): Champion Leanna 


Billie, Reserve Champion Jade Braswell. 

50 & Over Breakaway: Champion Moses 
Jumper Jr., Reserve Champion Rudy Osceola. 

Special Awards: 

Bareback horse of the year: Rocking 86 ’s 
“Jungle Fever,” Saddle bronc horse of the year: 
Marki’s “Myron’s Delight,” Bucking bull of the year: 
Marki’s “Jam On It,” Heading Horse of the year: Josh 
Jumper’s “Mack,” Heeling horse of the year: Naha’s 
“Money,” Steer wrestling horse of the year: Jeff 


Johns’ “Boogie,” Calf roping horse of the year: Josh 
Jumper’s “Peaches,” Breakaway horse of the year: 
Shelby Osceola’s “Yeller,” Barrel racing horse of the 
year: Tess Ducheneaux’s “Nellie,” Announcer of the 
year: Norman Edwards, Bullfighter of the year: Cody 
Lewis, Pick-up man of the year: Greg “Spook” 
Whidden, Stock contractor of the year: Marki Rodeo 
Company. 


Emma Brown 

(L-R) Alex Johns, Shelby Osceola, Naha Jumper, and Ayze Henry. 



Emma Brown 


Top row (L-R): Ayze Henry, Naha Jumper, Josh Jumper, Clarissa Bowers, Adam Turtle, Paul Bowers, and 
Cicero Osceola. Bottom row (L-R): Moses Jumper Jr., Alex Johns, Emma Brown, Boogie Jumper, and 
Shelby Osceola. 
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David Maehr 


Bird On the Path of the 
Storm Saved Seminoles 


By Vida Volkert 

O n the pale and windy morning of Sunday 
Sept. 16, a black and white bird of large 
pointed wings and a long forked tail that 
opened and closed like scissors soared only a 
few feet above the Seminole camp at 
Indiantown, Fla. Behind the bird, dark stormy 
clouds approached slowly from the east. 

For several days, the Seminoles had 
been paying attention to nature’s signs of trou- 
ble, and now their predictions were confirmed. 
Like an omen, the bird’s passing set the alarm 
at the camp, and soon, all Seminoles stopped 
their daily activities and began to prepare for a 
“Big Wind,” as they called a hurricane. 

“They said that we would only see this 
bird if a big wind was on the way,” said Betty 
Mae Jumper, Seminole tribal matriarch who in 
1967 was the first woman to serve as chair- 
woman of the Seminole Tribal Council. 

Jumper, who was six years old at the 
time, had listened to her great uncle, Jimmie 
Gopher, and her mother, Ada Tiger, talk around 
the campfire about how the passing of this bird 
had always warned their ancestors. 

“If the bird was flying high, the hurri- 
cane was not going to be very strong,” Jumper 
said. “But if it was flying low, the hurricane 
was going to be very, very rough.” 

That morning, Jumper and her mom 
saw two of these birds flying low, and follow- 
ing Gopher’s instructions, they retreated with 
the rest of the Seminoles to the chickees. 

In his book “Killer’ Cane: The Deadly 
Hurricane of 1928,” author Robert Mykle wrote 
“The Seminole Indians were very wary. They 
had been heavily battered in the hurricane of 
1 926 with a dozen dead and many head of their 
precious cattle drowned. They understood the 
power of a hurricane. Tales of whole villages 
swept off islands in the Everglades were related 
in oral traditions told around campfires and in 
their open-sided, palm covered chickees.” 

Jumper’s village at Indiantown had 
been established on high ground, and the chick- 
ees had been built on top of wooden platforms 
erected on logs, slightly off the ground. When 
Jumper and her mother reached their chickee, 
they untied the heavy palmetto roof and took it 
down, placing it on top of the wooden platform. 
Then, Tiger and her three children crawled 
under the large palmetto mantel and spent the 
night under cover. 

That stormy night of September, 
Floridians experienced the second-deadliest nat- 
ural disaster in U.S. history. Unlike the 
Seminoles, the rest of the State paid little atten- 
tion to any warnings of a hurricane, and most 
people did not prepare or evacuate from the low 
lands around Lake Okeechobee, according to 
Mykle. 

When the category four storm made its 
lunge near the coast of West Palm Beach, Fla. it 
struck the residents with a large tidal surge and 
winds estimated at more than 150 mph. The 
hurricane winds reached Lake Okeechobee and 
the surrounding towns, including Jumper’s vil- 
lage, at about 9 p.m. 

When the powerful winds reached the 
lake, they lifted its waters and tossed them 
southward, “completely washing away entire 
communities and the dikes that were supposed 
to protect them,” Historian Jay Barnes reported 
in his “Florida’s Hurricane History.” 

Houses were floated off their founda- 
tions and dashed to pieces, or carried away for 
miles, and the people who were trapped inside 
their houses drowned or crushed or smothered 
by floating debris. 

Barnes wrote, “the waters rose from 
four to six feet in the first hour of the storm, 
and still-water marks in some buildings were 
almost eight feet above the ground. Few were 
able to survive this incredible wall of water. In 
the darkness of the next few hours, Florida 
experienced its greatest recorded tragedy.” 

More than 2000 people died, among 
them children and women who in many cases 
drowned because they did not know how to 
swim, or they could not swim because their 
long and heavy dresses got tangled around 
debris. 

Many of those who had managed to 
survive had been swept for miles into the saw 
grass and, too weak or injured to stand or walk, 
perished later. As the storm moved on, dead 
bodies were scattered everywhere, decomposing 
in the sun with each passing day. 

Most of the casualties were black sea- 
sonal workers, some of them from the 
Bahamas. There were whites as well, but no 
reports of Seminole Indian casualties. 

Although hurricane alerts had been 
given in the Okeechobee and Palm Beach areas, 
the weather forecasting had been so contradic- 
tory at times that not many people paid serious 
attention to the warnings. The Seminoles on the 
other hand, “shook their heads in dismay at the 
foolish white people who stayed in their low 
lands,” wrote Mykle. 

Jumper remembers the strong winds 
and heavy rain but does not remember a single 
Indian dying as a result of the storm. For her, 


there’s only one explanation. They had been 
able to predict the passing of the hurricane 
thanks to the forked tail bird’s warning. 

There are only a few species of forked 
tail birds in Florida, but the most common and 
the largest of all is the swallow-tailed kite, 
according to David S. Maehr, associate profes- 
sor of conservation at the University of 
Kentucky Department of Forestry. 

The genus is derived from the combi- 
nation of two Greek words “elanos” meaning “a 
kite” and “oideos” meaning “resembling”. The 
species name “forficatus” is also based on the 
Greek meaning “deeply forked,” which refers to 
the tail. 

Maehr has been studying birds in 
Florida since 1979, and said that the forficatus 
is the only Florida swallow-tailed kite with a 
deeply forked tail. Considering the long tail, the 
bird may grow up to two feet (slightly smaller 
than a red tail hawk), and it can hover almost 
motionless in the air by setting its wings at the 
proper angle and flying directly into a good 
breeze. 

“The bird itself is certainly a very 
spectacular animal,” Maehr said. 

Characteristic of large undisturbed 
forests in the south, this was a bird that used to 
breed as far north as Southern Minnesota. 
Changes in the landscape and habitat, however, 
have made them much more restricted to 
Florida and a few areas outside the United 
States, he said. 

They are in Florida only from about 
late February until late summer, and spend the 
winter in South America. 

“These birds do a lot of soaring and 
acrobatics, and they get on thermals and just 
ride them,” Maehr said. 

The forficatus eats mainly reptiles, 
small mammals and insects that it snatches right 
off the branches of the trees. 

“They would come up swooping in the 
leaves, and they are so acrobatic that they can 

just snatch this things right off,” he 

said. 

Since these birds would fly low mostly 
when they are hunting, Maehr said the connec- 
tion between their flying patterns and changes 
in the climate may have to do with their prey’s 
behavior. 

“Its fairly possible that these birds are 
responding to some changes in barometric 

pressure, or light conditions, or wind 
or any number of things, and that may be a 
function of how the changing weather is affect- 
ing their prey. It may be possible that they fly 
low in windier conditions because they could 
sneak up more effectively on something that is 
perched on a branch,” he said. 

Tiruvalam N. Krishnamurti, a profes- 
sor of meteorology at Florida State University 
famous for inventing one of the most accurate 
hurricane forecast models in the U.S., said the 
flying pattern of this bird during windy condi- 
tions, as told by Jumper, “may have to do with 
the bird’s natural evacuation awareness.” 

“In a strong hurricane, both level 
winds, upper and lower are strong,” he said. “If 
the bird is flying high, it could probably see the 
distant hurricane approaching. Then, it would 
come down to a lower level as the hurricane 
approaches, and go into hiding.” 

Jumper said she saw the bird flying by 
the reservation again. This second time she was 
in her teens and had already moved to South 
Florida. When the bird flew over the Seminole 
village, “it was way up in the air.” 

She and her family went into hiding 
again, but this time the winds were not as bad, 
she said. As the years went by and Jumper went 
to school in North Carolina, she did not see the 
bird again. 

Jumper’s mother and great uncle died; 
Jumper got married, and the Seminole Indians 
traded their chickees for larger and modern 
houses. The traditional talks around the camp- 
fires were trade for long hours in front of the 
television, and the Tribal tales of birds announc- 
ing the passing of a hurricane were forgotten by 
the new generations. 

Jumper said she does not talk about her 
people’s legends anymore because the young 
don’t want to hear them. 

“I would love for somebody to carry 
them on,” she said, “But when nobody wants to 
hear, you can’t make them.” 

Afraid that her people’s legends and 
oral traditions would fade away in time, Jumper 
wrote a colorful booklet for children: “Legend 
of the Seminoles.” 

As a result of the 1928 hurricane, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers constructed a 
150-mile dike around Lake Okeechobee. In 
places, the dike is 45 feet high and 150 feet 
wide. 

Built out of mud, sand, grass, rock and 
concrete, and named after President Herbert 
Hoover, the dike has withstood a handful of 
hurricanes, though none as powerful as the 
1928. 

Bones of the victims continue to be 
found in the surrounding areas. 
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❖ Jeanne 

Continued from page 1 

of vital structures, including the gymnasium that dou- 
bles as an auditorium, a meeting place and banquet 
hall; the field office where tribal communication 
begins and resources are allocated; and the $2.6 mil- 
lion preschool, the children’s place for receiving the 
best possible educational start in the world, are major 
losses. 

All these structures symbolized the good life 
enjoyed by more than 200 families, a life that they all 
worked for, desired and planned for many years. It 
means having to start community development all 
over again; something the elders are used to doing 
and the young ones will have to experience. 

Now the tribal citizens face difficult chal- 
lenges ahead and the dedicated staff in many depart- 
ments must adapt to the frustrating relocation to less 
desirable working environments. Portables may be 
installed for the short term to be used for pre-school 
but for now classes are being held at the auditorium 
at the cattle and agriculture building. 

After Hurricane Jeanne, Brighton gym was 
condemned for use by Federal Emergency 
Management Agency authorities. There is a huge hole 
in the roof and inside the gym you can look directly 
at the sky. The preschool building was flooded during 
Frances and major structural deficiencies were dis- 
covered then. Jeanne, with winds above 110 miles an 
hour, only made problems worse. 

The building was condemned. The field 
office is partially usable but the roof over the kitchen 
and lunchroom and 
several offices are 
destroyed. The 
administration 
offices may have 
to be rebuilt. 

Richard 
Osceola, director 
of the recreation 
center, whose staff 
has been forced to 
move their offices 
into the youth cen- 
ter for possibly the 
next six months, 
was optimistic. 

“At least 
we still have the 
use of the skate 
park and the swim- 
ming pool,” he 
said. 

Meanwhile Michele Thomas has spent more 
hours at Brighton due to both hurricanes than she has 
in her offices at Hollywood. She reported lots of 
houses are suffering from leaks, damaged carpets and 
furniture. 

“The blue tarps we put on damaged roofs 
after Frances were not strong enough and blew off 
during Jeanne,” she said. 

The impact of these hurricanes has also 
made Brighton Tribal Council Representative Roger 
Smith re-think what is needed on the reservation. 

“This is the first time we have experienced 
something like this, two hurricanes back to back,” 
said Smith. “And, from what we experienced, now 
we know we will want to build a hurricane shelter.” 

One of the first things noticeable in Brighton 
about 48 hours post-Jeanne was the standing water in 
people’s yards; the sheets of water in pastures and 
fields where the low-lying lands are slow to drain. 
How much worse it would have been had not the 
tribe invested in drainage systems years ago. 

In al946 hurricane, the Brighton reservation 
was evacuated after heavy flooding. The Red Cross 
set up a temporary camp near Okeechobee City, Fla. 
Thankfully, Brighton is now prepared with safer 
housing and equipped for swift response in any crisis. 

As far as the cattle operations are concerned, 
Don Robertson, director of natural resources, report- 
ed that fences were down in the pastures, mineral 
boxes were tom up, the hay bam at the St. Thomas 
place blew down and there was lots of standing 
water. He said ditches would have to be cleaned out 
so they can drain. 

The reservation was littered with debris, 
twisted sheets of aluminum off mobile homes and 
buildings, shards from sheds, and unrecognizable 
pieces of stmctures lay cmmpled on the grounds; 
signs were blown down or leaning, even a few chick- 
ees lost their supports and had fallen like cakes to the 
ground. But, it only took a matter of days for most of 
the debris to disappear. 

Maintenance crews, volunteers, staffers were 
hard at work on Monday Sept. 20, trying to restore 


the landscape of the reservation back to its normal 
order. 

”1 think everyone did real good during these 
hurricanes. I am glad to see everybody chip in and 
help out. We try to watch out for each other,” said 
Roger Smith. He was especially thankful there were 
no injuries or deaths. 

“Now we just need to repair buildings. They 
can be replaced but lives cannot be replaced. It’s not 
as bad as Arcadia,” he continued. 

Until Tuesday no one had electricity. Houses 
were without TV, refrigeration, kitchen appliances, 
and air conditioning. But by Friday Oct. 1, most 
homes had power restored except for the unfortunate 
families-about 20 families-who live on the north side 
of Brighton. 

No one knew how long these people would 
have to endure the discomforts. Generators were 
being supplied and fueled by the tribe and some resi- 
dents bought their own after Frances knocked them 
out. 

Feeding the people was the heroic mission 
of the Hotmeals Coordinator Leah Minnick, and her 
staff. Only the Hotmeals building, also known as the 
senior center, was still functioning after Jeanne with 
the help of a super sized generator. 

It was quickly the beacon of comfort for 
everyone at the reservation. Here is where breakfasts, 
lunches and dinners were being served daily to every- 
one at the reservation without electric, to all the fami- 
lies and even the workers, the fire and rescue, the 
police, the clean up crews. It was also the place to 
talk to others and gather information; in the words of 
Michele Thomas, it became the “command center.” 

Hot Meals 
normally serves 
about 30-50 lunch- 
es a day during the 
workweek but 
Sunday, Sept. 26 
they opened for 
supper and served 
120 people. 

Monday they 
served 225 lunches. 
They continued to 
serve breakfast, 
lunch and dinner to 
all residents with- 
out power even 
through the follow- 
ing weekend until 
Sunday Oct. 3. The 
devoted staff 
worked very long, 
hard hours. 

“We will be here as long as the electric is 
out, serving three meals a day,” said Minnick. “In the 
time of need everybody is pitching’ in and helping 
out and it is good to see.” 

In total, Hotmeals served approximately 
1281 meals in eight days compared to the 250 served 
during a normal week. 

“The banks were closed and people had to 
throw away food,” she said. “Without the meals 
many people would have had a lot tougher time. You 
can see that we had the only functioning building. 
This is the only place that has a generator. I told peo- 
ple this 20 year old building would hold up while 
others will blow away.” 

Many volunteers helped the regular kitchen 
crew cook up enormous amounts of food that had 
been especially delivered by Sysco food suppliers 
and paid for by the tribe. 

“I think it just brings people closer togeth- 
er,” said Vicki Huff, a senior center employee. 

“When times are hard everyone helps out.” 

All the other various offices and services 
were crippled with lack of electricity. The library, cat- 
tle and agriculture building, and culture and educa- 
tion building all closed. When they finally got power 
on Tuesday, and reopened, the phones were not work- 
ing, the internet access was down. 

Also on Tuesday Lorraine Gopher, head of 
culture and education, made a decision to start up the 
pull-out program for the rest of the week with classes 
in Seminole culture, history and language. Kids 
would have something productive to do while the 
gym is closed and schools closed in Okeechobee, Fla. 

With 50 kids showing up on Wednesday the 
attendance was excellent and a testimony to the pop- 
ularity of the program considering most kids had the 
day off from regular school and did not have to 
attend the program. 

The story is not over. Even as The Seminole 
Tribune goes to press, new problems are discovered 
each day at Brighton and it is going to take time to 
assess all the impacts of these two horrendous hurri- 
canes. 



Armando Negrin 

Ariel view of a building damage by Hurricane Jeanne. 


Brighton Feels Wrath of Hurricane Jeanne 

Employees try to pick up the pieces from the EOC in Hollywood 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — At 9 a.m. on Monday 
Sept. 27 several department heads met in the 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC), located in the 
auditorium, to coordinate relief efforts for the 
Brighton reservation. The reservation was without 
electric and phone service, which made gathering 
information difficult. 

“Other than the satellite phone, I don’t think 
there is any communication with Brighton,” said 
Executive Administrator Ken Fields 

Fields initiated a conference call with other 
tribal employees including Emergency Management 
Coordinator Laurie McRoy. She informed Fields the 
Big Cypress reservation had regained power, which it 
lost at approximately 1:30 a.m. Sunday morning as 
Jeanne hit. 

Brighton was not so lucky. As of Monday 
morning, they were among the nearly one million 
Floridians without power, and Fields was not opti- 
mistic that they would have it back any time soon. 

“I think 

[the Florida Power 
& Light Company] 
is stretched so 
thin,” said Fields. 

“It might take a 
while.” 

After a 

brief update on the 
other reservations, 
all sustaining only 
minimal damage, 
the focus shifted 
back to Brighton. 

Besides being 
without power, 
many buildings in 
Brighton suffered 
structural damage. 

The build- 
ings sustaining the 
most damage 
included: the field 
office, the 


Seminole Police Department, the casino, preschool 
and sewer plant. Strong hurricane force winds man- 
aged to blow the steel roof off of the reservation’s fil- 
tered water reservoir. 

Director of Utilities Susie Kippenberger 
assured Fields that “we’re OK on water.” Her focus 
shifted to getting generators to Brighton. Her plan 
was to set up the generators in the Brighton field 
office because it has an ice maker and a kitchen. 

On the conference call McRoy informed 
Fields that she had just spoke with District 
Commander Keith Yeates from emergency services 
who said the reservation needed fuel above all else. 
With the Big Cypress Trading Post gas station not too 
far from Brighton, this seemed the easiest method. 
Director of Purchasing Denise Carpenter began work- 
ing on securing a fuel truck that would transport to 
Brighton. 

“We’ll get gas up there as soon as we can,” 
assured Fields. 



Shelley Marmor 


Hollywood employees (L-R) Human Resources Director James Carnicella, 
Purchasing Director Denise Carpenter, Administrative Assistant Lisa Mullennix and 
Executive Administrator Ken Fields. 
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Adelsa Williams 

The 2004-2005 Seminole Princess pageant committee: (L-R) Chairman Wanda Bowers, Vice Chairman 
Salina Dorgan, Secretary Cherlee Hall and Treasurer Priscilla D. Sayen. 


Princess Committee Meeting and Elections 


By Adelsa Williams 

CLEWISTON, FL — For the first time 
since the crowning of the new Miss Seminole 
princesses in August, the princess pageant committee 
met on Thursday Sept. 1 6 at the Clewiston Inn. 

Prior to commencing the meeting, the com- 
mittee held the elections of 
new officers. 

The winners were: 

Chairwoman Wanda Bowers, 

Vice Chairwoman Salina 
Dorgan, Treasurer Priscilla 
Sayen, and Secretary 
Cherelee Hall. 

The ballot count 
results are as follows: 

Chairman: Wanda 
Bowers-6, Alice Billie-1, 

Suraiya Smith-7. 

Vice Chairman: 

Salina Dorgan-8, Louise 
Gopher-6, Charlotte 
Burgess-6. 

Secretary: Cherelee 
Hall-11, Holly Tiger-10. 

According to the 
new set rules by the commit- 
tee, new officers will serve a 
three year term. 

Wanda Bowers congratulated Holly Tiger for 
a job well done for her assistance with the stage 
preparations and clerical assistance during the past 
pageant and told her she was glad she came aboard 
the committee this year and hopes she continues 


aboard in the years to come. 

The committee scheduled next year’s pag- 
eant from July 27-31. 

Items discussed were the planning of several 
interactive recruiting activities months prior to the 
pageant, in efforts to recruit more young Seminole 


ladies to compete. 

Also discussed were the number and order 
of administered drug tests for committee members 
and pageant contestants. 

Age requirements for princess pageant con- 
testants have been changed. In the Junior Miss divi- 
sion, contestants must be 
13-17 years of age and for 
Miss Seminole contestants 
must be between 1 8 and 
25. This way, the winner of 
the pageant will be eligible 
to compete at the Miss 
Indian World competition 
the following year, to meet 
the organization’s 18 years 
of age requirement for all 
contestants. 

The committee 
agreed to meet once a 
month until May of next 
year to discuss all the 
upcoming events and 
preparations. The next 
meeting is scheduled for 
October 19 at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Clewiston Inn. 

Should you need 
to contact the princess pag- 
eant committee, you may 
call Wanda Bowers or 
Priscilla Sayen at (954) 
966-6300, Ext. 1468 or 
1461. 



Adelsa Williams 


Princess committee members distributed shirts with the Seminole Tribe’s 
Princess Pageant logo. 



Adelsa Williams 

The committee discussed pageant by-laws, among other important issues. 


A Cop Armed With A Camera 


Seminole Police Department Sergeant Jerry Meisenheimer is an avid photographer. 
He has many of his award-winning photos on display in the Brighton SPD offices. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — If you travel around the 
Brighton reservation, be sure to smile. You might find 
yourself being pho- 
tographed by the cop 
with a camera. 

Sergeant 

Jerry Meisenheimer 
of the Seminole 
Police Department 
(SPD) has been tak- 
ing pictures there for 
nearly 14 years. In 
fact, he has more than 
20 photo albums of 
amazing shots he has 
taken around the 
reservation that docu- 
ment a living history 
of the tribe and its 
most memorable 
times, such as the 
construction of the 
casino, rodeos, 
parades and special 
events like Brighton 
field days, Indian 
Day, Halloween and 
the 4th of July. 

This avid 

shutterbug says he loves getting pictures of the kids 
and seniors wearing traditional Seminole clothing. 
Most recently he took pictures of kids attending an 
all-terrain vehicle safety course and a birthday party 
at the Brighton pool. 

“I feel like I am part of the Brighton com- 
munity, and the people are like my extended family,” 
says Meisneheimer. 

He has also taken pictures of the reserva- 
tion’s abundant wildlife including the butterflies, 
snakes, newborn calves, flowers and sunsets. 

Many of Meisenheimer ’s award-winning 
framed photographs hang on the wall in the Brighton 
SPD office. Every year he enters his photo art in 
juried shows at local arts and crafts festivals and over 
the years he has earned many first, second and third 
place awards, ribbons and honorable mentions. 


How does Meisenheimer get such good 
shots? He says, “The secret is getting up close.” 

“I get right in people’s faces,” he added. 

When he has his 
film processed he always 
gets double prints so he can 
hand them out to his sub- 
jects. Currently he uses a 
Minolta Maxxum 35mm 
camera-the fifth one he has 
owned-averaging two rolls 
of film a week. 

Meisenheimer ’s 
love of photography began 
in the 1960s when he was 
stationed in East Africa as a 
Catholic missionary. His 
parents had given him an 
Argus C3 box camera and a 
light meter so he could 
share his experiences while 
living in Tanzania. Since 
there were no stores that 
processed film in Africa in 
those days he would send 
the film home to have it 
processed into slides. 

“I didn’t get to see 
the results until I returned 
home to Wisconsin five 
years later,” he said. In addition to the African peo- 
ples and the conditions there, many of his photos 
showed him displaying the big game he had hunted. 
Armed with his camera and a Portuguese Mouser, he 
shot elephants, wildebeest, zebras, warthogs and 
other game for food for the village. He also shot pic- 
tures of his farming operation there, consisting of cat- 
tle, pigs, and acres of cashew nut trees. 

After returning to the U.S., Meisenheimer 
became a police officer in 1967 and has worked in 
the field 37 years. During that time he has also had to 
photograph hundreds of crime scenes and traffic 
homicides. 

Meisenheimer is rarely seen about the reser- 
vation without his camera. You never know where 
you will find him next-so be ready to say cheese. 



State Road 7/US 441 Revitalization Conference 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — The South Florida 
Regional Planning Council sponsored a meeting 
at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on 
Thursday Sept. 30 to discuss plans to revitalize 
the Broward County sections of State Road 
7/US 441. The meeting involved representatives 
from the 14 municipalities that exist along the 
State Road 7 corridor, as well as community 
members, developers, and stakeholders in the 
revitalization process. 

In addition to Seminole tribal land, 
Coral Springs, Coconut Creek, Davie, Parkland, 
Margate, North Lauderdale, Tamarac, 
Lauderdale Lakes, Lauderhill, Plantation, 
Hollywood, Miramar and parts of unincorporat- 
ed Broward County comprise the 14 municipali- 
ties. 

The State Road 7 corridor is 25.6 miles 
long and is divided into nine planning seg- 
ments. The Hollywood reservation is included 
with parts of Hollywood and Davie, Fla. to 
comprise one segment of the revitalization plan. 

The South Florida Regional Planning 
Council hopes to widen State Road 7 with fund- 
ing from the Florida Department of 
Transportation, widen the sidewalks, revitalize 
the public bus transportation stations, resurface 
the road and add landscaping, to name a few. 

Broward County Mayor Ilene 
Lieberman attended the meeting. She joked that 
this was one of her first public appearances 
since life regained normalcy post-hurricanes. 

“It’s a pleasure to be here today and 
not at the [Emergency Operations Center],” 
Lieberman said. 

Lieberman gave some statistics of 
State Road 7, saying 45 percent of Broward 
County residents, or about 700,000 people live 
within a three mile radius of the road. She said 
all these people will benefit from the revitaliza- 
tion efforts. 

However, she said it will not be easy 
nor will is be complete in the near future, say- 
ing the revitalization will be “a great challenge 
that all of our leaders face.” 

Lauderdale Lake Commissioner Hazel 
P. Rogers echoed what Lieberman said about 
the project being a challenge. She said, howev- 
er, that it was a challenge that is possible in 
completing. 

“Please, ladies and gentlemen, pardon 
our dust,” Rogers said. “State Road 7 is being 
revitalized.” 

Michael Y. Cannon from the Urban 
Land Institute, a nonprofit research and educa- 
tion organization, said the Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino exemplifies ideal development of State 
Road 7. Cannon suggested working with all 14 
municipalities to create a unified theme for the 
road, while respecting each municipality’s 
unique personality. 

For more information on the State 
Road 7 revitalization efforts, please log onto 
http ://www. sfrpc .com/ sr7 .htm. 



Photo courtesy of the South Florida Regional Planning Council 

A conceptual view of US 441 in Hollywood. 



Shelley Marmor 

Revitalization conference attendees stopped by 
booths set up by the different municipalities 
along State Road 7. These displays showed 
what specific city governmnets have in mind 
for the road’s corridor. 



Meet the Grants Formulation and 
Government Relations Department 


Submitted by Grants Formulation and 
Government Relations Dept. 

HOLLYWOOD — Grants Formulation and 
Government Relations is a new department with 
some familiar faces. During the last nine months, 
Director Joel Frank Sr., Peggie Reynolds and Yolanda 
Liesdek have been work- 
ing with community lead- 
ers and other tribal depart- 
ments to help bring in 
funding and seek out eco- 
nomic ventures for the 
tribe. 

These joints 

efforts have resulted in the 
following successes: 

$500,000 U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) grant 
for the elder activity center 
in Immokalee, $50,000 
grant for the Boys & Girls 
Club on the Hollywood 
reservation and $150,000 
HUD grant for community 
planning and economic 
development for the Big Cypress reservation. 

Unlike most tribal departments that provide 
direct services to tribal members, Grants and 
Government Relations staff works behind the scenes 
to develop grant applications and proposals that are 
submitted for funding consideration by government 
agencies as well as Tribal Council. 


By collaborating with tribal staff and com- 
munity members who know exactly what types of 
projects and activities their Seminole reservations 
need, the proposals have a very good chance of being 
funded. 

The second important role for this new 
department involves 
developing and maintain- 
ing ties with businesses 
and government agencies 
throughout the country. 
Whether the tribe is seek- 
ing new grant opportuni- 
ties or promising econom- 
ic ventures, building solid 
relationships with rep- 
utable business and gov- 
ernment leaders leads to 
successful tribal programs 
and activities. 

By sustaining 
strong alliances with fed- 
eral, state and local gov- 
ernments and other tribes, 
The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida continues to be a 
strong influence out in the world and increases its 
prosperity at home. 

For more information about the Grants and 
Government Relations Department, feel free to con- 
tact Joel Frank Sr., Peggie Reynolds or Yolanda 
Liesdek at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1290. 



Adelsa Williams 


Yolanda Liesdek, Joel Frank Sr. and Peggie 
Reynolds. 
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Ringin’ in the Rain’ Debuts at Hard Rock 


The show will run from Oct. 1-Nov. 12 


HOLLYWOOD — Legendary per- 
former Debbie Reynolds, who danced with 
Gene Kelly and Donald O’Connor in the 
movie version of “Singin’ in the 
Rain,” was on hand to pro- 
mote the latest version of the 
popular stage show at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino in Hollywood. 

As part of a trend 
for Broadway shows to be 
staged at U.S. casinos, a six 
week run of “Singin’ in the 
Rain” opened Friday Oct. 1 
and runs through Friday 
Nov. 12. 

Show producers A1 
Parinello and Chris Giannini bring “Singin’ in 
the Rain” to the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 


Casino after more than a year of planning. 

A Jersey Shore Entertainment 
Production, the upbeat romantic comedy is 


filled with dazzling dance numbers and capti- 
vating songs performed by a talented cast. 
Fresh from its debut at the Trump Plaza in 

Atlantic City, N.J., “Singin’ in 
the Rain” brings a bit of New 
York City to Florida. 

Dazzling dance 
numbers and captivating 
songs highlight the show. Tim 
Falter (Don Lockwood) 
watched Gene Kelly as a 
child do the famous “Singin’ 
in the Rain” dance sequence. 
The rainstorm scene is repli- 
cated on stage as thousands of 
gallons of heated water from 
pipes and hoses pour upon the actor as he 
sings and dances during the scene. Falter has 
appeared on television in “Sex and the City,” 
“Other Voices” and 
“The Sopranos.” 

Margot de la 
Barre (Kathy Selden) 
played this role at the 
Surflight Theatre in 
Beach Haven, N.J. five 
years ago and has per- 
formed in “Kiss Me 
Kate” and “Me and 
My Girl.” Laura Lee 
Summerhill (Lina 
Lamont) joins the cast 
at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino 
performance after just 
finishing the role of 
Roxie Heart in 
“Chicago.” Courter 
Simmons’ (Cosmo 
Brown) off-Broadway 
credits include 
“Sebastian in Illyria” 
and “Cupid in Dido 
and Aeneas.” 

Performances 
run Tuesday-Friday at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and 
on Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. 
“Singin’ in the Rain” will run from Oct. 



Debbie Reynolds 


1-Nov. 12. All tickets are reserved and cost 
$25. Tickets may be subject to applicable serv- 
ice charges and can be purchased through all 
Ticketmaster outlets, online at www.ticketmas- 
ter.com or by calling (954) 523-3309 in 
Broward, (305) 358-5885 in Miami-Dade or 
(561) 966-3309 in Palm Beach. 

Event dates, details and ticket prices 
subject to change without notice. Discounts are 
available for groups of more than 40 people. 
Call Jenny Dreyer at (954) 327-7575 for group 
reservations. 

The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and 
Casino is located at One Seminole Way, just 
north of Stirling Road on State Road 7 (U.S. 
441) in Hollywood. The ballroom is located in 
the north end of the building. Parking is free. 
For more information, contact Julianne Carelli 
at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
(954) 327-7504 or Gary Bitner at (954) 730- 
7730, Ext. 120. 




Seminole Paradise Announces October Entertainment Lineup 



Submitted by Julie Katz 

HOLLYWOOD — Seminole 
Paradise, South Florida’s newest entertainment 
district at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino in Hollywood, will be presenting a 


variety of musical acts and special 
events throughout the month of 
October. 

Scheduled to appear at the 
center fountain are: 

Sundays (Oct. 3, 

10, 17, 24): Fito Espanola 
on the electric harp from 
7-10 p.m., (Oct. 31 only) DJ 
and Halloween music. 

Wednesdays (Oct. 

6, 13, 20 and 27): The 
Providence, a blend of 
acoustic, pop and rock from 
7-10 p.m. 

Thursdays (Oct. 7, 

14 and 28): Billy Bones, 

contemporary sounds from 

7-11 p.m.; (Oct. 21 only) 

Dave Shelley, blues from 7-10 p.m. 
Fridays (Oct. 1, 8, 15 and 

29) : Arturo Fuerte, flamenco from 
7-10 p.m. 

Saturdays (Oct. 2, 16 and 

30) : Dave Shelley, blues from 7-10 
p.m.; (Oct. 23 only) Dave Norwood, 
country music from 7-10 p.m. 

Seminole Paradise offers 17 
themed food and dining options such 
as Johnny Rockets, the All-American 


Diner, and the Bad 
Ass Coffee 
Company, one of the 
largest distributors of 
Kona coffee from 
Hawaii, 13 nightclub 
and entertainment 
venues and 24 dis- 
tinct retail shops 
including Cache, 
Footworks, Funky 
Fish, Havana Shirt 
Company, Plantazia, 
Quicksilver, Ritchie’s 
Swimwear and 
Sunglass Hut. 

Located 

adjacent to the 

Seminole Hard Rock 

Hotel & Casino, on State Road 7 (US 441) 
north of Stirling Road in Hollywood, Seminole 
Paradise shops are open from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday and from 1 1 a.m.-l 1 
p.m. Friday and Saturday. For restaurants, 
hours of operation are from 1 1 a.m.-l 1 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday and from 1 1 a.m.-2 
a.m. Friday and Saturday. Parking is free. 

For more information, please call 
Julie Katz at (954) 587-0669. 
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Attention 
Seminole Youth! 

Boys & Girls of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida Essay Contest 



Have a question or need information 
for the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino in Tampa? Please feel free to 
email us at playersclubtampa@semi- 
nolehardrock.com. 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, 
Tampa (813) 627-7707. 

— Doug Hoppe, Director of Marketing 


Seminole Tribe of Florida 
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Walking Counts* Fall Pedometer 
Contest Starting October 18 


By Shannon McKeown, Hollywood Clinic Health 
Educator 

Fall is coming! And so is your 
chance to participate in a new and 
exciting program offered by 
the Seminole health depart- 
ment beginning Oct. 18. 

The Walking 

Counts pedometer contest 
will kick-off our lineup of 
special programs that will 
help you achieve a balanced 
and healthy lifestyle through 
good nutrition and exercise. The con- 
test is a five-week program that will send 
you on a journey through the state of Florida 
to historical and sacred Seminole sites. 

The senior division will complete a total 
of 1 00 miles, while the adult division will wrap up 
with a total of 200 miles. 

Registration at each reservation begins on 
Monday Oct. 1 8 at 8 a.m. and will end on Monday 
Oct. 22 at 5 p.m. Each participant will be given a 
pedometer that has been specially programmed by 
your reservation’s health educator to measure how far 



you walk each week. 

Every Monday you will visit with your 
reservation’s health educator and log in your 
weekly miles. Prizes will be awarded when 
you complete half of your historical tour. 
Grand prizes will be given to first, second 
and third place winners in each division 
for reaching their final destination. 

Come and register for Walking 
Counts on Oct. 1 8 and learn more about 
your Seminole heritage! Register early so 
you don’t fall behind the rest of the crowd. 
Walking will provide balance to your life by relieving 
stress and burning off those unwanted calories. 

Remember that this is just the beginning of 
more outstanding programs to come that will help 
you reach a healthy lifestyle balance, so stay 
tuned! 

For more details on Walking Counts, 
please contact your reservation’s health edu- 
cator: Hollywood: Shannon McKeown (954) 
962-2009, Big Cypress: Debbie Ray 
(Hamilton) (863) 983-5798, Brighton: 

Barbara Boling (863) 763-0271, and Immokalee: 
Charlotte Porcaro (239) 657-6038. 


The Importance of Smoke 
Detectors in the Home 


Submitted by the Emergency 
Services Department 

Smoke detectors save lives. 
A working smoke detector increases 
your chances of surviving a fire by 
50 percent. Each year in the U.S. 
5,000 people are killed by home 
fires. 

For minimum protection 
install smoke detectors in each bed- 
room, outside each sleeping area and 
every level of your home. Avoid 
placing smoke detectors in kitchens 
and/or bathrooms. 

Installing smoke detectors: 

Mount the smoke detector 
in the middle of the ceiling, if possi- 
ble. For wall-mounted units, place 
them at least three feet from any 


corner and four-six inches from the 
ceiling. Do not install smoke detec- 
tors near heating or cooling ducts. In 
mobile homes, install smoke detec- 
tors on inside walls. 

Smoke detector mainte- 
nance 

Test smoke detectors 
monthly. Replace batteries once a 
year-use daylight savings time as a 
reminder. Think: change my clock, 
change my smoke detector battery. 

Smoke detectors monitor 
the air 24 hours a day. After 10 
years, it has been on the job for 
more than 87,000 hours. For opti- 
mum protection replace smoke 
detectors every 10 years. 


Fire Safety Promoted In Brighton 

Watch out for cell phones ! 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — To high- 
light October as Fire Prevention 
Month, the Brighton fire 
and rescue department 
set up a booth at the 
field office on Oct. 1. 

An offer to 

install free smoke detec- 
tors and fire extinguishers 
at every tribal citizen’s 
residence was promoted by 
firefighters/Emergency 
Medical Technicians 
Joshua Eveleth and David 
Harris. They also gave out 
informational packets with fire 
safety tips and token gifts. 

One of the more interesting 
fact sheets included the warning to 
never use a cell phone when filling 
your automobile with gas. Mobile 
phones can ignite fuel or fumes. It 
seems that a mobile phone that 
lights up when switched on or off 
can release enough energy to pro- 



vide a spark for ignition. 

The fact sheet cites the 
example that an individual suf- 
fered severe burns to her face 
when fumes ignited as she 
answered a call while 
refueling her car. 

Another individual 
suffered burns to the 
thigh and groin as 
fumes ignited when 
the phone in his 
pocket rang while he 
was refueling his car. 
It is best to 

leave the cell phone inside the 
car or turn it off. Don’t think you 
can place the cell phone on the car 
either. A phone was placed on a 
trunk of a car during fueling; it rang 
and started a fire destroying the car 
and the gas pump. 

More information can be 
found on the internet at 
http ://www. snopes. com/ autos/haz- 
ards/gas vapor, asp. 
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In case of fire 



Stay low smoke rises, the 
better air is closer to the floor. 



do not open it. 



Plan ahead, know the fastest 
way out. Know at least 2 ways 
out. Make sure all windows, 
doors are in working order. 




Call 911, state type of 
emergency and location of 


Emergency Services 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 



In Case of Emergency 

Dial 


Big Cypress Reservation 983-2285. 

Brighton Reservation 763-5731. 
Glades, Okeechobee, Hendry County: 

Dial 911 

Fire and Life Safety Tips 

1. Have an evacuation plan available and a meeting place 
outside away from building. 

Z. Smoke alarms save livesl Check monthly and change 
batteries every 6 months. 

3. Use surge protectors instead of extension cords 

4. Have portable fire extinguishers available in your home 
One in the kitchen and one In the garage (ABC multi- 
purpose extinguisher for home usel 

Prison Control 
Florida 14100-282-3171 
Alfonl a \ -mo-222-] 222 


Rain Means Mosquitoes; Unless. . . 


Submitted by the Seminole health department 

Everybody can help minimize mosquitoes 
after heavy rains by taking a thoughtful walk around 
the yard. Look for places where water collects, 
because mosquitoes lay eggs in standing water. 

According to Doug Wilson from Clarke 
Mosquito Control, the eggs hatch within 48 to 72 
hours, and then pass through four larval stages in the 
water, which takes another three to five days. Then a 
fresh batch of hungry mosquitoes is ready to start bit- 
ing. If the water is drained during any of the larval 
stages, the young mosquitoes will die. 

Here is a checklist to eliminate mosquito 
breeding places from your yard: 

✓ Turn over and drain pots, cans, tires, toys and 
buckets 

✓ Sweep out water in playground equipment 
and tarps covering boats or equipment. 

✓ Change water in bird baths and plant trays 
every few days. 

✓ Remove vegetation or obstructions to 
drainage in ditches and rain gutters. 

✓ Pump out bilges on boats. 

✓ Sweep out puddles and standing water on 
walkways, patios or in the lawn. 

If mosquitoes are out of control in your 
neighborhood, report complaints to the Mosquito 
Hotline at (800) 443-2034. Also, report any dead 
birds. Reporting dead birds during high mosquito 
activity is important since mosquitoes contract West 



Pay close attention to any standing water, especial- 
ly buckets of water left outdoors becuase mosqui- 
tos can lay eggs in the buckets. 


Nile Virus from birds and can pass it on to humans. 

To protect yourself from mosquito bites, use 
long sleeves, long pants and socks. Avoid being out 
doors at dawn and dusk when female mosquitoes are 
searching for a blood meal. Repair window and patio 
screens. Take extra protection measures for immune- 
compromised individuals, especially young children 
and the elderly, and make it an ongoing practice to 
watch for and eliminate areas of standing water 
around your home. 


The 10 Scariest Halloween Health Risks 


Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

10. Not being able to fight colds and flu’s 
because you simply had too much sugar at one time. 
According to nutritionist Doris Mir at the Hollywood 
clinic, sugar destroys B vitamins, which play an 
important role in immune function. Eat immune- 
boosting vegetables, fruits and whole grains, wash 
hands more frequently and try not to overdo it on the 
sugar. 

9. Getting a cavity from too much sugar. 
Consider hiding the loot from your kids so they don’t 
eat all the candy at one time. Remember, kids are get- 
ting extra candy at school, church, stores, relatives 
and friends during the weeks before and after 
Halloween. Saving some for another day will help 
their teeth as well as their health. Who knows, they 
might even forget about it after a while. 

8. Eating a bad treat because an adult didn’t 
inspect the goodies. Don’t munch during trick or 
treating and without inspecting each item. Plan to eat 
before going out, especially the children. 

7. Having a reaction to a homemade candy 
or baked good. If you don’t know the home, discard 
items that are not commercially wrapped. 

6. Catching a virus or a cold because you 
didn’t wash your hands thoroughly after touching so 
many things that other people handled. Use soap and 
hot water for at least 20 seconds with a rubbing 
action. Also, wash and inspect fruits carefully and cut 
them up before eating. 

5. Getting lost in the dark. Don’t let kids go 


out without supervision. Stick together. Use flash- 
lights, glow sticks or reflective tape and stay in well 
lighted areas. Consider a mall outing or church festi- 
val instead of outdoor trick or treating. Stay safe by 
making it a family event. 

4. Becoming ill or injured by tampered 
treats. Check fresh fruit and commercial candy for 
tiny pinholes, tears in wrappers, discolorations or 
anything unusual. Throw out treats that look suspi- 
cious. 

3. A young child choking on a gumdrop, 
peanut, gummy bear, hard candy or small toy. Keep 
an extra eye on everybody in the midst of the festivi- 
ties. In the excitement adults and children can forget 
to be careful. Accidents and injuries can be avoided 
by paying attention. Watch you pets, too. Even a 
small amount of chocolate can be deadly if acciden- 
tally ingested by your dog. 

2. Getting a rash or swollen eyelids from 
novelty make-up. Make-up can be safer than a mask, 
because you can see better to cross roads. But using 
novelty make-up the wrong way can leave a reaction 
that lasts longer than Halloween. Don’t decorate with 
things that are not meant for the skin. Follow instruc- 
tions carefully, especially with respect to the eyes, 
and wash off make-up thoroughly before going to 
bed. 

1 . Getting a corneal ulcer in your eyes by 
using decorative contact lenses without appropriate 
supervision by an eye care professional. Consumer 
beware where you purchase items-be smart. Eye 
infections can lead to blindness. 


PREFERRED - ( 

UUimiE i 

TRRVEL & 

FREER TRIRfRERT 

We've Sot Your Ticket! 


Life is tdoshdrt 

TO SIT IN THE BACK . . . 

Upcoming Local Events. 

We offer up-front 

SEATING FOR: 

Beastie Bote 

Brian Wilson 

Sting 

Queensryche 


Concerts 

Lord of the Dance 

❖ 

Theatre 

Brooks t Dunn 

Alan Jackson 

Met alli ca 

❖ 

Third Day 

Sports 

Jonny Lang 

❖ 

Norah Nones 

Local $ 

Amy Grant/Vince Gill 

Rick Springfield 

Nationwide 

Miami Heat 

events 

Miami Dolphins 

A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 


FDR CONCERT t SPORTS TICKETS 
(305) HHH-8H99 OR (800) BBI-8H99 

FDR TRAVEL (305) HH5-G5GG on (877) HH5-E5BB 

We De liver All Maj q r Credit Cards Ac c epi e d 


ADMIT ONE 
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GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !E! 




LIFT KIT&yLQWERINO KITS 


CUSTOM WHEELS 


AIRAID I SUPERCHIPS 



AUDIO VOX DVD-VCP TUNER 


FIBERGLASS TONNOS 


9 RUSHGU ARDSi'N ERFfiARS 


M-F 9am - 6pm t WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM t SAT 9am - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981-7223 / FAX; (954) 981-3401 


FREE CONSULTATION and 
$50.“ Gift Certificate 

Towards your next BOTOX® or 
Restylane Cosmetic Treatment 


BOTOX® RESTYLANE 


Americas VI 

Cosmetic Treatment 

Treatment Areas 



Forehead / Blow Lines 


Vertical Lines 
Rptw^ri the FypbfOwS 


A safe natural k>ng lasting 

cosmetic filler lor facial lines arri 
folds as well as lip enhancements. 



Before After 


Crows Feet 


SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! 

954-587-5997 

SAM GERSHENBAUM, D.O. & ASSOCIATES 



at The 

SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOTEL & CASINO 


ONE SEMINOLE WAY HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33314 
visit our website: eCosmeticsugery.MD 

”■ ■» wd irrci-K c-fi: ■ rpis: -ic'_ i«ic- zi m tf--: -n i si v'.im :l u n - n- 

^bf uffcfkOrnnvTvmHri'Mili p-Ff>T**d u i r*aifc- :H i r-i m *rri t 

jjIw.l. uvwu Ew i ht J a,- l . ,l ■ U. .v 


Family Services 



Shelley Marmor 


Carmen Arrango (center) from Big Cypress family services led the Red Ribbon Week meeting. 


Meeting Hi ghlight s EC’s Red 
Ribbon Week Festivities 


By Shelley Marmor 

BIG CYPRESS — Representatives from 
several Big Cypress (BC) departments, including 
family services, housing, recreation and health 
attended a Red Ribbon Week planning meeting on 
Monday Oct. 4 at the BC Family Investment Center. 
Red Ribbon Week will take place from Saturday Oct. 
23-Thursday Oct. 28. 

This was the second meeting for this plan- 
ning committee. The first took place on Thursday 
Sept. 19 when a tentative agenda was set. During this 
meeting, as Red Ribbon Week draws closer, plans 
solidified. 

The first day of Red Ribbon Week starts out 
bright and early at 6:30 a.m. with registration for a 
one mile run-walk around the Mitchell Cypress Trail 
of Fitness. The run-walk begins at 7 a.m. Water, 
sports drinks, apples and bananas will be provided for 
participants, and all participants will receive a ribbon 
saying “Run your own life. Stay drug free.” 

At 10 a.m. the BC gym will open for the 
Red Ribbon Week kick-off fair. Each department will 
have a table set up in the gym which will feature 
games for everyone to play and prizes for game win- 
ners. Stan Frischman, Assistant Director from the BC 
recreation department, assured everyone that he will 
purchase “cool prizes” for the games. 

The highlight of the kick-off fair will be the 
drunk driving simulator. This machine allows some- 
one to get behind the wheel as the machine simulates 
how difficult it will be for them to operate a vehicle. 
According to Carmen Arrango, from family services, 
each simulator ride lasts between two and four min- 
utes “depending on the drivers’ skills.” 

The games are primarily for the older kids, 
however, the young ones will not be left out. A 
clown, balloon animal maker and face painting 
should keep the youngsters entertained. 

At about noon, barbecue master Cleve Baker 
will be on hand for the cook out. Red Ribbon Week 
T-shirts will be passed out. 

On Monday Oct. 25, posters with a red rib- 
bon theme will be displayed in the gym. 
Approximately a week prior to Red Ribbon Week, 
Ahfachkee school children in grades 
kindergarten-eighth will make posters to be judged 
on Thursday Oct. 28. Everyone is encouraged to stop 
by and view them all during the week prior to judg- 
ing. 


High school aged children will participate in 
an essay contest that will also be judged and winners 
will be announced on Thursday Oct. 28. 

The wellness department will also be putting 
red ribbons up all across the BC community on 
Monday. 

After the kids get out of school on Tuesday 
Oct. 26, they are in for a real treat at the skateboard- 
ing complex. Frischman said he is working on book- 
ing skateboarders to come and do some demonstra- 
tions for the kids. He said hot dogs and beverages 
will be provided and the demos will begin at about 3 
p.m. Red Ribbon Week visors will also be passed out. 

Wednesday Oct. 27 community members 
and tribal employees will decorate one of their doors 
in a Red Ribbon Week theme. Community winners 
will receive first, second and third place prizes, 
respectively. 

Tribal departments are competing for a tro- 
phy that will be displayed in the BC Family 
Investment Center. The winning department will have 
their name on the trophy until Red Ribbon Week 
2005 when the trophy will be back up for grabs-simi- 
lar to the Stanley Cup in hockey. 

Participation ribbons will go to all commu- 
nity members and departments that participate in the 
door contest. 

The biggest Red Ribbon Week event will 
take place on Thursday Oct. 28 with the parade. It 
will begin at 10 a.m. at the bingo hall and travel east 
ending at the rodeo arena. Frischman will emcee the 
parade, as he did last year. 

Arrango estimated the parade will last 
between 30 minutes to an hour. Community members 
are encouraged to join the departments in float-mak- 
ing. Winning floats will be announced after the 
parade in the BC gym. 

The Seminole Police Department will assist 
in blocking Snake Road for the necessary amount of 
time the parade needs. 

After the parade, the festivities move to the 
gym where the poster, essay, door and parade contest 
winners will be announced. Lunch will be provided. 

Flyers will be made for each event during 
Red Ribbon Week so Big Cypress community mem- 
bers and tribal employees should be on the lookout. 
For more information on Red Ribbon Week in Big 
Cypress, please contact Carmen Arrango at (863) 
902-3200. 


Red Ribbon Week Activities in 
Hollywood, BC and Brighton 


Activities Meant to Raise 
Awareness about the Dangers of 
Drug and Alcohol Abuse 

Submitted By Family Services 

Beginning Oct. 22, the family services 
department will be sponsoring Red Ribbon Week in 
coordination with the other tribal departments that 
have generously offered their assistance. 

Activities will be taking place throughout 
the week in order to give both children and adults an 
opportunity to pledge to live a safe and drug free life. 
Some of the activities include the Red Ribbon Week 
kick off event which will be taking place in 
Hollywood on Friday Oct. 22 from 2-8 p.m. in the 
auditorium, Big Cypress on Saturday Oct. 23 from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. in the gymnasium, and Brighton on 
Monday Oct. 25 from 2-8:00 p.m. in the gymnasium. 

The kick off event will feature the Save-a- 
Life Tour which is a drunk-driving simulator that 


demonstrates the impairment caused to drivers by the 
use of alcohol. There will also be food and entertain- 
ment for the children. Other activities throughout the 
week include a poster display and talent show in 
Hollywood, and parades in Big Cypress and 
Brighton. 

For more details, stop by your local family 
services department or call Tony Roberts (954) 964- 
6338 in Hollywood, Carmen Arrango (863) 902-3200 
in Big Cypress or Kay Begin (863) 763-7700 in 
Brighton. 

Red Ribbon Week started in 1985 following 
the tragic death of Drug Enforcement Agency Special 
Agent Enrique Camarena who was killed in the line 
of duty while trying to keep drugs off of our streets 
and out of the hands of our children. Since that time, 
the Red Ribbon campaign was dedicated to Special 
Agent Camarena to keep his memory alive by com- 
mitting one week every year to drug abuse preven- 
tion. Please come out and join us for these very spe- 
cial and important activities. 


Seminole Police Department Crime Statistics 

August 2004 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

Number of 
Offenses 

Total Value 
Property 
Stolen 

Total 

Arrests 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Caucasian 

Black 

American 

Indian 

Asian 

Murder 












Sex Offense 

1 

0 










Robbery 

1 

4000 

1 




1 

1 




Aggravated Battery 












Battery 

33 


14 



12 

2 

12 

1 

1 


Burglary 

7 

$4,315 

1 



1 


1 




Larceny 

42 

$26,927 

9 

1 


6 

2 

9 




Motor Vehicle Theft 

6 

$99,950 











Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests 

Drug Type 

Amount 

Value 

Marijuana (grams) 

11 

$75 

Cocaine (grams) 

12.1 

$370 

Crack Cocaine (grams) 

8 

$50 

Alprazolam / Xanax (pills) 

27 

$40 

Oxycodone (pills) 



Oxycontin (pills) 



Crystal Methamphetamines 



Other Narcotics (pills) 

22 

$55 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

hefan 

Asian 

DUI 

7 



5 

2 

4 


3 


Stolen Property 










Weapons Violation 










Liquor Law Violation 

1 



1 


1 




Miscellaneous 

53 



43 

10 

37 

8 

7 


Drugs (Possession / Sale) 

18 



17 

1 

14 

1 

3 
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Pull-Out Program Kicks Off 
the Year on Indian Day 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Friday Sept. 
24, Indian Day, marked the first day of 
pull-out program for the Brighton stu- 
dents. The students were very eager to 
begin coming to pull-out school again, 
and expressed their enthusiasm and 
love for the school throughout the day. 

The day was filled with cultur- 
al learning and fun for all of the stu- 
dents. As a special tribute to Indian 
Day, the pull-out staff planned a tradi- 
tional dress contest for the students to 
honor the Seminole tradition. 

The contest was held by class, 
and almost every student participated 
by modeling their traditional clothing 


for the judges. The pull-out program 
staff is very excited to be off to a won- 
derful start and look forward to another 
successful year. 

Here are the winners from the 
traditional dress contest: Kindergarten: 
1. Bethany Billie, 2. Crysten Smith, 3. 
Diamond Shore; First Grade: 1. Ruben 
Burgess, 2. Jonathan Boroemi, 3. 

Lahna Sedatol; Second Grade: 1. 
Layton Thomas, 2. Jennifer Tommie, 3. 
Rayven Smith; Third Grade: 1. Kiylier 
Baker, 2. Skyler Burke, 3. J.T. Smith; 
Fourth Grade: 1. Jaryca Baker, 2. Wade 
Micco, 3. Emery Fish; Fifth Grade: 1. 
Lois Billie, 2. Stevie Brantley, 3. 
Stormin Youngblood. 


A School Guide for Parents 

School Day 1 : The Transition to Kindergarten 


By Linda Knee: Education Advisor 
Kindergarten 

The transition to kindergarten is 
an exciting but challenging experience in 
a child’s life. Given the importance of 
making a connection to learning at this 
age, parents need to take active roles in 
their children’s education. 

As a parent, you can guide your 
child in exploring and drawing from his 
educational experiences and applying this 
knowledge to his daily life outside of the 
classroom. In coordination with the class- 
room teacher, you can provide challeng- 
ing opportunities at home that will maxi- 
mize your child’s achievement level. 

Some of the things you can do: 

Talk together: Set aside a time 
each day to talk with your child. Talking 
together will help improve his self-expres- 
sion, self-esteem, and vocabulary. 
Listening to your child validates his opin- 
ions and reinforces his importance in your 
life. 

Take Time: Set aside a time and 
place each day where your child will have 
the opportunity to interact with learning 
tools such as books, paper, scissors, and 
crayons. Let him explore his world by 
experimenting with art, copying, and writ- 
ing. Use and create positive, meaningful 
family experiences such as family outings 
or daily activities to link your child to the 
learning process. 

Encourage Curiosity: Create a 
positive and challenging environment that 
invites asking questions. Help your child 
learn about his world by providing oppor- 
tunities that encourage exploring and find- 
ing answers to his questions. 

Read Aloud: Reading is the key 
to academic success. To become a true 
reader, your child must develop the habit 
of reading-a lot. Make sure your child has 
daily contact with books. Students at this 
age need to be read to, and should have 
the opportunity to interact with written 
words, both at home and at school. 


Practice reading daily: Start out 
with very easy books. Read aloud to your 
child, and then have him start reading 
aloud to you as he learns the reading 
vocabulary. If your child has not yet 
learned to read, then have him retell the 
story in his own words. The best indicator 
of school success is one’s ability to read. 
Present reading as a tool your child can 
discover and explore new worlds with. 
Reading can be fim and entertaining, so 
model it as a daily routine for the entire 
family. 

Promote Understanding: 

Children need to understand that what 
they are learning will have an impact on 
their daily lives and/or their future. 
Learning must have value in a child’s 
’’real world" to develop the child’s motiva- 
tion to become a life-long learner. Thus, 
practical experiences that connect learning 
to the real world are very important. 
Provide experiences with clocks, money, 
calendars, and following directions that 
make this connection. 

Review and Reward Schoolwork: 
Have your child share his schoolwork 
with you, and praise him for his efforts 
and successes. Let him know that learning 
involves both success and failure. Stress 
that when we make mistakes, we are still 
learning. 

Be Prepared: Being prepared for 
school begins the night before. Help you 
child organize and set out his clothes and 
school materials the night before so he 
will be ready to get to school on time 
each day. 

Stay Involved: For maximum 
success, parents need to partner with the 
schools to help their children reach their 
full potential. Attend school activities and 
conferences. Talk with your school about 
a way that you personally can get 
involved. Children respond when parents 
take an active role in the educational 
process. 


Haskell Association of Alabama Reunion 


Haskell Alumni 

Association of Oklahoma of the 
Haskell Indian Nations 
University invites all Haskell 
alumni and friends to join us 
at the annual reunion. The 
reunion will take place Oct 
29-3 1 at the Biltmore Hotel, 
1-40 & Meridian, Oklahoma 
City, Okla. 



For more information 
please contact Leon Yahola at 
(918) 616-3757 or Kenneth 
Scott at (918) 628-0969. 
Golfers can contact Simon 
Mitchell at (405) 672-7923. 

Please pass this 
information to all alumni 
and friends! 


To All Seminole High School Seniors 

The department of education invites you to a campus visit at Haskell Indian 
Naations University. 

Departing Date: Friday November 12 
Returning On: Sunday November 14 
We will attend a football game against Langston University 

For more information please call your reservation education advisor or 

Dora Bell, Higher Education Advisor, at (954) 233-9541 or (954) 989-6840, Ext. 

1311. 


Braving the Storms for Incentive Awards Program 





By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Somewhere 
between Hurricane Frances and Hurricane 
Jeanne, the Brighton education depart- 
ment was able to hold a successful incen- 
tive awards program without any interrup- 
tions from the sever weather that has been 
pounding Florida. 

Although the rain poured down 
on Brighton the evening before, Friday 
Sept. 1 7 turned out to be a beautiful 
morning for awarding all of Brighton’s 
students for their year of 
dedication and achieve- 
ment. Parent Advisory 
Committee President 
Jason Thomas emceed 
the program and began 
by congratulating the par- 
ents for a job well done. 

Without parental 
support and guidance, 
students may not put edu- 
cation first and if a stu- 
dent is excelling in their 
education, we want to be 
sure that the parents are 
commended. Brighton 
Councilman Roger Smith 
also congratulated the 
students and expressed 
his desire to see all stu- 
dents do well in school 
and pursue higher educa- 
tion. 

Director of 
Education, Louise 
Gopher shared with the 
parents the praise she 
receives about Brighton 
students and their dedica- 
tion to education and she 
also explained how many 
of Brighton’s own hold 
records for school and 
sports and she would like 
to see us expect the best 
from our students, not 
just average. 

Dora Bell, 

Higher Education 
Advisor, introduced her- 
self to the guests and 
explained her position 
with the tribe as the liai- 
son between students and 
higher education. It was a 
great ending to a success- 
ful school year for the 
Brighton students with 
more than 135 students 
receiving awards. 

Congratulations 
to Alonna Driggers, Jade 
Braswell, and Trina 
Bowers for graduating, 
and all 3 are now in col- 
lege. Good Luck girls. 

Congratulations to 
Jessica Buster for com- 
pleting her Associates 
degree and to Suraiya 
Smith for completing her 
bachelor’s degree, we 
look forward to all you 
will bring to your com- 
munity. Congratulations 
to Walter Smith and 
Howard Jimmie for com- 
pleting their GED, the 
education department 
looks forward to sponsor- 
ing you in your higher 
education pursuit. 

Students who 
received awards: 

Kindergarten: 

Harley Johns, Elizabeth 
Johns, Spawn 


Loudermilk, Tnsta Osceola, Imillakiyo 
Osceola, Yopalakiyo Osceola, Jayce 
Smith, Michael Garcia, Kalgary Johns, 
Brydgett Koontz, Cheyenne Nunez, 
Ruben Burgess, Jerry Smith, Wyatt 
Youngman, Robert Fudge Jr., Allison 
Gopher, Ashlee Gopher, Melody Urbina, 
Joathan Boromei, Lahna Sedatol, Lanie 
Sedatol, Chastity Harmon, Joshua 
Madrigal, Jobe Johns, Rumor Juarez. 

First Grade: Tyler Osceola, 
Jennifer Tommie, Mckayla Snow, Kaley 


Emma Brown 

Brighton Council Representative Roger Smith (left) presents student 
Jaryaca Baker with her incentive award. 


Emma Brown 

Education Director Louise Gopher (left) congratulates award recepient 
Lois Billie. 


(L-R) Roger Smith shakes hande with award winner and student Wyatt 
Youngman. 


Riley, Brittany Oakes, Lizzie Buck, 
Layton Thomas, Deandre Osceola, Lewis 
Gopher Jr., Royce Osceola, Toby Gopher, 
Dezmon Shore, Alexis Gopher, Deveon 
Jones, Airianna Nunez, Joshua Boromei, 
Rayven Smith, Richard Smith, Daniel 
Nunez, Korvette Billie. 

Second Grade: Randy Shore, 
Christopher Olivarez, JT Smith, Dylan 
Chalfant, Maude Gopher 
Jessi Osceola, Kirsten Doney, Brianna 
Nunez, Desiree Snow, Kiylier Baker, 

Talon Youngman, Joseph 
Snow, Everett 
Youngblood, Joshua 
Tiger, Frank Huff, Skyler 
Burke, Acealyn 
Youngblood, Ashton 
Beer, Raina Robinson. 

Third Grade: 
Wade Micco, Quinnton 
Tiger, Destiny Nunez, 
Amelia Nunez, Lauren 
Osceola, Jaryaca Baker, 
Phillip Jones, Janet 
Smith, Marshall Tommie, 
Matthew Dehass, Cody 
Tiger, Brandtley Osceol, 
Shanda Cypress. 

Fourth Grade: 
Tyler Harjochee, Dalton 
Bert, Alissa Dorgan, 
Nathon Gopher, Lois 
Billie, Reese Bert Jr., 
Stevie Brantley, Stormin 
Youngblood, Cameron 
Dorgan, Christian Buck, 
Alexander Buck, Corey 
Smith. 

Fifth Grade: 
Jenna McDuffie, 

Ravenne Osceola, Mary 
Johns, Ashton Baxley, 
Terence Billie, Eric 
Robinson, Kristina 
Osceola, Alicia Nunez, 
Sheila Jones, Ty Huff, 
Ryan Snow. 

Sixth Grade: 
Hayden Roberts, Justin 
Chalfant, Bret Spencer, 
Jewel Buck, Melanie 
Jones, Daylon 
Youngblood, Ryan 
Osceola, Elizabeth 
Dehass. 

Seventh Grade: 
Megan Jones, Damen 
Bert, Clint Bowers, 

Emily Cortez, Amber 
Craig, Pierson Hunsinger, 
Jodi Huffman. 

Eighth Grade: 
Kerwin Miller, Stephanie 
Dixon, Reba Osceola, 
Ahley Spencer, Brittany 
Smith, Mary Huff, 
Heather Peterson, Shelby 
Osceola. 

Ninth Grade: 
Kelsey Spencer, Jennifer 
Chalfant, Josie Snow, 
Jordan Jones, Codene 
Jumper, Jacob Robinson. 

Tenth Grade: 
Kimberly Arledge, Brett 
Huff, Audrey Snow, 
Wesley Bishop. 

Eleventh Grade: 
Bryan Arledge, Adam 
Osceola, D’anna Osceola. 

Twelfth Grade: 
Trina Bowers, Alonna 
Driggers. 

Associate’s 

Degree: Jessica Buster. 
Bachelor’s 

Degree: Suraiya Smith. 


Emma Brown 


The 2004-2005 PAC Meeting Schedule 


November 11 at 12 p.m. 
December 9 at 6 p.m. 
January 13 at 12 p.m. 
February 10 at 6 p.m. 
March 10 at 12 p.m. 
April 14 at 6 p.m. 
May 12 at 12 p.m. 
June 9 at 6 p.m. 


Meeting locations will be 
announced ahead of time. Please be 
advised that sign in sheets will be col- 
lected after the first 20 minutes of the 
meeting. 

Parents please be sure to sign 
up for volunteer work during the 
Halloween Carnival and Parent/Teacher 
Appreciation Dinner. 


For more information on PAC 
meetings please contact PAC President 
Robert Frank (954) 914-0682, Vice 
President Janine Osceola (954) 605- 
0868, Secretary Lean Osceola (954) 
444-3900, or the education department 
(954) 989-6840. 


Account Executive 
Medical Sales/Educator 

Established, rapidly growing Personal Emergency Response 
Security Company has immediate openings for highly 
motivated Account Executives for the South Florida, Dade 

and Broward County. 

Previous sales experience, medical background, knowledge of 
Medical Waiver Programs and Area Agency on Aging, a plus. 

Excellent compensation and benefits plan. 

Be ti part of the exciting growth opportunity. 

For immediate consideration send resume with salary history 

to: 

Holy Cross/Guardian Medical Monitoring 
18000 West Eight Mite Rd. 

Southfield, Ml 48075 

Fox: (248) 569-4760 
Visit our web stfe: www.stayoutcom 

I. 
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The Intertribal Agriculture Council Proudly Announces 
The Randy Bailey Memorial Horse Raffle 

The 18th Annual Intertribal Agriculture Council Symposium which is 
scheduled for November 1-5, 2004 al Lhe Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
in Hollywood, Florida will feature the Randy Bailey Memorial Horse Raffle. All 
proceeds from the Handy Bai ey Memorial Horse Raffle wifi benefit the Indian 
Agriculture Sustainability Program to support future IAC Symposiums. 



DX Fiddlesukz rs a 2003 Palommo Stallion which was bom in May, 2003. His 
bloodlines include Jet Deck, My Texas Dandy Sniper Euck, Coffee Cup, Leo and 
Bar Nothing Springer Both Lhe sire and dam were born on the Ducheneaux Ranch. 




4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 


BfKWARDMOTOIISrofrrS.COM 



Seminole Ed ition | wa-wuw je Passc^r In dependence Edition | pswtwj hejzmhjzs Ptssjiiyu 


MILLENIUM LIMO, INC 


w w w.mi 1 leni u ml iino.c cm 


24“ Seat 2004 Hummer H2 
Casino Edition 


Trac Vision 
Inversion channel"; 


Tribal Edition | h 2 arc-i 22nH3&anger 


Liberty Edition | Feat Paaiaaiyer 


4 fillll VrL^lfl'l \ 


Full I .-pngdi 
Mirrmcd Ceiling 


ayvi^ _ Tj,™/AM 


4 >i: a AISKniylHliy. 
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.■. ill 1 AjO Iji^il^rs 
mid 2 Caps 


Mil T>« H II 
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Freedom Edition | p^nycy United Edition | B^^uK_&uuriiuii_203oi_E3 p-isiorfgu'r 


Jobs Starting Out at 
$50/lir for Regular Limos 
and $95/hr for 

Hummer H2 Limos and Escalade Limos 

Offering the largest SUV Fleet in 

South Florida and the lowest prices. 


ShhbilI Al:I iviklL-M I 

Law? Shew 


4S0O Win 
Sound 5vsu?m 


\7 IX' iriL-l 
y pctLkjcr-=L 


Winclcss Tnrenser 


Fleet: Excursions from I 8/22/26 passengers 
Hummer H2, Cadillac Escalade 2004, 

10 Passenger Lincoln Townear. 


F.; 3 j- Syle SI -nr Machine 

:J|. L‘ L'iT.-_'_i J ilLLU-JlL’. ptUpjCKE ■.•III". 1 


Wc offer Everything from Weddings. Night Outs, Airport and Port Transfers, Excursions and much more. 
Toll- free Number 800-808-2062, Fax 954-704-9106, Email Address: millcniumlimos@aol.com 
Wc cover the following counties: Lee, Collier, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach 
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Marcella Green y s 2nd Annual 
Memorial Golf Tournament 



Adelsa Williams 

Marcella Green’s son, Brett Green (left), makes his last putt at the 18th hole as Paula Bowers-Sanchez 
(right) waits her turn. 


By Adelsa Williams 

PLANTATION, FL — During the Indian 
Day weekend festivities, the 
recreation department held the 
second memorial golf tournament 
for the late Marcella Green at the 
Jacaranda Golf Course in 
Plantation. 

The tournament was held 
early morning on Saturday Sept. 

25 while the national weather 
center passed a warning of 
Hurricane Jeanne. Golfers fin- 
ished up just in time to make it 
home for hurricane preparations. 

Green was tragically 
killed in an automobile accident 
two years ago. Since then, the 
annual Indian Day golf tourna- 
ment has been dedicated to her in 
memoriam. 

During the awards pres- 
entation, Green’s sister Paula 
Bowers-Sanchez, shared a couple 
of words with the players thank- 
ing them for their participation. 

Congratulations to all 
who placed below are the win- 
ners: 

Closest to the Pin: Men: 

Hole #3 Joe Kippenberger, #13 
Kahane Osceola, #17 Josh 
Harrison; Senior Men: Hole #3 



Marcella Green’s granddaughter 
Chesna Bowers participated in the 
golf tournament. 


Matt Tiger, #13 Peter Russo, #17 Bob Green; 

Women: Hole #3 Dorian Lange, #13 Jackie 

Thompson, #17 Loretta Micco. 

Straightest Drive: Hole 
#1, Men: Brett Green; Senior 
men: Ernest Riley; Women: 
Virginia Billie. 

Longest Drive: Hole 
#10, Men: Charlie Cypress; 

Senior Men: Lawrence Osceola; 
Women: Dorian Lange. 

Team Standings: L 
Cicero Osceola, Pete Russo, 
Charlie Cypress and Bo Young; 2. 
Max Osceola Jr., Ray Garza Sr., 
Dorian Lange and Roy Butera; 3. 
Kahane Osceola, Matt Tiger, Roy 
Poole and Joe Kippenberger; 4. 
Jackie Thompson, Jeremy 
Harrison, Ernest Riley and 
Raymond Garza Jr.; 5. Marcy 
Osceola Jr., Josh Harrison, Keeno 
King and Virginia Billie; 6. Brett 
Green, Bob Green and Paula 
Bowers-Sanchez; 7. Mitch 
Osceola, Mondo Tiger, Miguel 
Mata and Gina Allardyce; 8. 
Lawrence Osceola, Loretta 
Micco, Vince Micco and Terry 
Tartsah; 9. Bob Green Jr., Dal 
Green, Shannon Green and Tyler 
Green. 


Adelsa Williams 


Fall Youth Basketball Classic 


By Kenny Bayon, C.Ft 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hollywood recre- 
ation department held its Fall Youth Basketball 
Classic on Sept. 17 and 18. The Youth Halloween 
Classic will be held on Oct. 15-16. 

The 1 7 and younger girls championship was 
between the Lady Seminoles and Big Cypress. The 
Lady Seminoles jumped out to a 19-2 first quarter 
lead, led by Demetria Tigertail's eight points followed 
by JoJo Osceola’s six points. 

The Lady Seminoles kept up the pressure to 
build a 28-2 halftime lead. The defense was led by 
Christine McCall, who dominated the middle. 

Chelsea Mountain led the team in rebounding and 
JoJo Osceola and Demetria Tigertail applied full 
court pressure as the Lady Seminoles made it a 32-2 
mercy rule victory minutes into second half to win 
the Championship. 

Girls 17 and under awards: All tournament 
team: Bonnie Billie, Chelsea Mountain, Christine 
McCall, JoJo Osceola; defense award: Demetria 
Tigertail; and Ms. Hustle: JoJo Osceola. 


The Lady Seminoles lost in the final 32-21 
to Team James. The day before saw the Lady 
Seminoles come from behind to beat the same team 
20-18. Courtney Osceola was the leading scorer of 
the half with four points to keep the game close as 
the Seminoles were down 17-16 going into the half. 

Krystle Young and Ariah Osceola caused 
numerous turnovers by applying full court pressure 
while Lacey Jordan and Courtney Osceola rebound- 
ing tough and playing inside against the taller team. 
The young Seminole team kept it close for most of 
the second half. 

Girls 14 and younger awards: All tournament 
team: Kayla Willie, Courtney Osceola, Ariah 
Osceola; Ms. Hustle: Krystle Young. 

The 10 and younger championship was 
between Big Cypress and Hollywood. Big Cypress 
started out strong as they built a 10-9 halftime lead. 


They were led by Rashawn Jim with six pints and 
Chief Billie with two points and numerous assists. 

Hollywood kept it close in the first half led 
by Hunter Osceola’s seven points and Chassidy 
Harjochee and Trevor Osceola’s rebounding 

The second half was a team effort as Ethan 
Cypress and Houston Osceola helped defensively and 
Neko Osceola led the way with some lay-ups and 
jumpers to score six and help Hollywood lead the 
way to the championship. Trewston Pierce helped Big 
Cypress in the game with good rebounding and a few 
baskets in the game. 

The 10 and younger awards: all tournament 
team: Rashawn Jim, Hunter Osceola, Chief Billie, 
Trevor Osceola; sportsmanship: Skyla Osceola; 
defense: Mailani Perez; Ms. Hustle: Chassidy 
Harjochee; Mr. Hustle: Neko Osceola. 

The championship game was between Big 
Cypress and Hollywood. Big Cypress led at the half 
by a 36-14 score. They were led by Greg Carter and 
Justin Willis, both had 12 points and Deforest Carter 
chipped in with seven points. The second half was 

put away early as Big Cypress 
played tough defense which 
led to numerous lay-ups to 
mercy rule Hollywood 47-17. 

The 14 and younger 
awards: all tournament team: 
Daylon Hall, Justin Willis, 
Greg Carter, Josh Cypress; 
sportsmanship: Hunter 
Osceola; Mr. Hustle: Josh 
Cypress. 

The championship 
game was between Hollywood 
and Native Style. It was not 
only the last game of the tour- 
nament and it was the most 
exciting as well. Hollywood 
was victorious in the closest of 
margins with a 37-35 victory. 

Natives were down at 
the half 18-10 as Tony Billie 
kept the game close with four 
first half points. The second 
half come by Native Style was 
led by Justin Willis with 1 0 
points and Greg Carter with 
seven points to tie the game at 
35. 

Jordan Smith made 
the last second shot that helped Hollywood win. 
Jordan also led all scorers with 18 points. 

The 17 and younger awards: all tournament 
team: Robert Osceola, Josh Osceola; defense: Robert 
Osceola; Mr. Hustle: Justin Willis. 

Other upcoming tournaments include the 
Thanksgiving Classic on Nov. 12-13, 2004 and the 
Christmas Classic on Dec. 10-11. 

All tournaments will be held at the 
Hollywood Seminole Gym. Age groups will be 17 
and younger, boys and girls, 14 and younger, boys 
and girls and 10 and younger coed teams. All partici- 
pating athletes must show proof of age. Age require- 
ments will be strictly enforced. 

There is a $50 entry fee for each team. 
Everyone will receive a tournament T-shirt. There 
will be team and individual awards. Call (954)989- 
9457 to sign up or for any information. 



Kenny Bayon 


The High 
Arctic Hunt 
for the 
Musk Ox 

By Alex Johns 

CAMBRIDGE BAY, NUNAVUT, 

CANADA — Todd and I left Florida five 
days before hurricane Frances was scheduled 
to hit South Florida. We were embarking on 
the trip of a lifetime, headed for the land of 
the midnight sun. 

The high arctic, Nunavut Canada, 

Cambridge Bay to be exact, lies approxi- 
mately three hundred miles north of the 
Arctic Circle. Our goal was to hunt a species 
of animal that was left over from the last ice 
age, the magnificent animal known as the 
musk ox. 

This is a prehistoric beast which 
stands about four foot at the shoulder and has 
extremely long hair. Musk oxen also have 
horns with extremely sharp points and a gre- 
garious attitude to accompany them. 

After twenty four hours of travel 
and covering a distance of about four thousand 
miles Todd and I made it to Cambridge Bay. Our 
outfitter Fred Hamilton of The High Arctic Lodge 
was at the airport to greet us. Our travel from this 
point on would be by airplanes equipped with sea 
floats. This made for some very exciting travel and 
landings. 

On the way out to the lodge we saw sever- 
al small herds of musk ox dotting the landscape. 

They seemed to stay close to the shores of the 
numerous lakes. Todd and I would be hunting with 
a bow and arrow, so we would need to get as close 
to these animals as possible, hopefully within thirty 
yards but we had been practicing for shots out to 
seventy. 

I was wondering about how we would be 
able to stalk these animals as there was not a tree 
in sight for hundreds of miles, so anything over 
two feet in height would stick out like a sore thumb 
on the wide open tundra. I would soon learn from 

to me. 


good bull but he thought that we could find a big- 
ger one. He also told me that this bull was so old 
that he would not likely make it through the next 
harsh arctic winter. Right then and there I decided 
that this old monarch would be the right trophy for 
me and so the stalk began. 

I closed the distance to the herd to seventy 
yards and they began to get nervous. My guide was 
behind me with a rifle to back me up if anything 
should go awry. I moved closer never taking my 
eyes off of my adversary, all the time thinking of 
the stories I have heard of hunters coming home in 
a pine box because of their pursuit of dangerous 
game. 

My range finder confirmed that I was now 
within fifty yards of the herd. The animals were 
now tightly bunched into a wad of hair and horns 
all but the old bull that is. He had decided that I 
was close enough to his harem and he let out a bel- 
low that sounded more like a lion than a musk ox 




Todd Johns (left) shows off his lake trout along side his tour guide. 


our Inuit guides that these animals had no fear of 
man and that there only enemy was the wolf so 
they would not likely run. 

A musk ox’s defense tactic is to form a 
tight circle with all of the young in the center. This 
makes a very effective fortress of horns to deter 
any would be pursuer. The musk oxen were also in 
the midst of the mating season or the rut as it is 
known. This makes the bulls extremely aggressive 
and also quite dangerous. 

Soon enough we were spotting herds of 
musk ox from aluminum john boats equipped with 
thirty horsepower motors. Once a herd is located 
we would beach the boat and stalk to within a hun- 
dred yards and judge the size of the dominant bull. 
This proved to be tough to our untrained eyes but 
our Inuit guides were very proficient at judging the 
size of the animal’s horns. 

We had hopes of taking a record book ani- 
mal with our bow if the opportunity should present 
itself. My chance would come on the second herd 
we found. The bull of this herd was extremely old 
and the tips of his horns were polished to an ivory 
white instead of the characteristic black points that 
the younger bulls sported. 

My guide informed me that he was a very 


My adrena- 
lin was pumping and 
I moved closer ever 
so slowly closer to 
the bull. 

It was at that 
moment he decided 
he would oblige me 
and he started 
towards me throwing 
his head about and all 
the while roaring like 
a lion. Forty yards 
and then thirty, close 
enough, I was now 
face to face with this 
shaggy beast of the 
high arctic. 

The bull 

needed to turn broad- 
side to allow me a 
shot that would give 
me a clean dispatch. 
He had other ideas he 
commenced to bel- 
lowing and started 
pawing and hooking 
the ground trying to 
intimidate me into 
retreating. Little did the bull know that I was play- 
ing for keeps and that I also toting a weapon 
almost as prehistoric as the old monarch. 

The face off lasted for a few seconds 
although it seemed as if time stood still and then it 
happened the bull turned for a split second to 
observe his herd of cows and my arrow was on its 
journey. The razor tipped arrow made a clean pass 
through and the bull returned to the tundra he was 
bom from. Todd would also go on to take a great 
bull. 

We were able to fish for arctic char and 
lake trout and got to meet several of the native peo- 
ple. We also got to go fishing on a jet boat with an 
Inuit family who owned a fishing camp on a swift 
flowing river. 

Todd and I experienced the trip of a life- 
time in the land of the Eskimo, we would go on to 
make several new friends and learn about an 
ancient culture not to different from our own here 
in the Seminole Tribe. Both of our musk ox bulls 
will go on to make the Safari Club International 
record books and should place somewhere in the 
top twenty in the world. The experience was one 
we will not soon forget and we thought we would 
share it with you. 



Alex Johns with record book musk ox. 
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Brighton Lady Seminoles are 
Runners-up In Native World Series 


By Chris Goodwin 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH — From 
September 23-26, the Lady Seminoles traveled to 
Salt Lake City, Utah for the Native American World 
Series. The Lady Seminoles finished runners up for 
the second year in a row. Since the ladies finished as 
runners-up last year, they received a first round bye. 

In the first game the Seminoles faced the 
Outsiders, a mercy-rule winner from round one. 
However, the Lady Seminoles were not impressed 
jumping out in the first inning to a 6-0 led and even- 
tually mercy-ruling them 20-8 in the fifth inning. 
Brighton pounded out 19 hits with Teresa Clemens 
leading the offense going 4-4 with three home runs 
and nine RBI’s. Pam Matthews went 4-4 with two 
doubles, four RBI’s. Laveme Thomas, Billie Tiger, 
and Jackie Smith chipped in with two hits, respec- 
tively. 

In the third round, the Lady Seminoles faced 
the High Rollers from Arizona. Last year, Brighton 
suffered a loss to theme in the tournament and was 
out for revenge. Teresa Clemens once again led the 
offense going 2-3 with four RBI’s. Laveme Thomas 
went 3-3 with an RBI. Carla Gopher, Billie Tiger, 
Pam Matthews, and Amanda Smith each contributed, 
two hits apiece for the 11-7 victory. 

With only two teams left in the winner’s 
bracket the Lady Seminoles were pitted against 
another Florida team, the Lady MVP’s. In the third 
inning the Seminoles were down 12-5, but battled 
back only to find themselves one run short losing 1 6- 
15. Laveme Thomas and Teresa Clemens led the 


offense going 3-3. Carla Gopher and Amanda Smith 
each had two hits and two mns apiece. 

Now with the Lady Seminoles facing elimi- 
nation they took on the winning team from the loser’s 
bracket, the High Rollers. With a commanding 14-4 
led going into the bottom of the seventh, the High 
Rollers made it interesting scoring 6 mns but still fell 
short 14-10 for, the Lady Seminoles victory. Carla 
Gopher led the offense going 3-3 with two mns 
scored and an RBI. 

Once again, back in the winner’s bracket the 
Lady Seminoles were facing undefeated MVP’s. This 
time the Seminoles were out for revenge from their 
earlier one-mn loss, and won with a 12-5 victory. 
Laveme Thomas led the offense going 4-4 with four 
mns scored. Pam Matthews went 3-3 with a double, 
two RBI’s, and two mns scored. 

With the 12-5 victory this forced the Lady 
Seminoles once again to play the Lady MVP’s 
because of it being a double elimination tournament 
with each now having one loss. The Lady Seminoles 
started off the first inning in style scoring seven mns 
and five more in the second. 

However, the MVP’s scored two in the first 
and six in the second making the score after two 12-8 
in favor of the Seminoles. Brighton lost 16-13 in a 
hard fought battle to capture the mnners-up trophy at 
the Native World Series. 

Amanda Smith made most valuable defense 
player for the tournament. Billie Tiger, Pam 
Matthews, and Teresa Clemens also made the all 
tournament defensive team. 


Seminole ‘Rookies’ Begin Fall Baseball Season 



Michael Kelly 


Trevor Osceola on deck. 


By Michael Kelly 

HALLANDALE BEACH, FL — 

Seminole children, ages 7 to 8, are gearing up for 
their spring baseball season by participating in a 
fall league beginning in October. The majority of 
the games will be played at the Seminole baseball 
field, Driftwood school in Hollywood, and in 
Hallandale Beach. 

Coach Terry Tartsah, along with assis- 
tant coaches Jason Cypress, J. D. Bowers, and 
Gene Noah, are a dedicated bunch. They are 
determined to turn these former T-ballers into a 
top little league team. The ten-game season ends 
on Oct. 27. 

In their first scrimmage, team Seminole 
narrowly lost to the Hallandale team, 3-1. 

The Seminole team players are: Ethan 
Cypress, Rayce Noah, Neko Osceola, Cameron 
Osceola, Trevor Osceola, Kenny Descheene, John 
Bowers, Devan Bowers, Ty Pierce, Trewston 
Pierce, Nick Jumper, and Nicholas DeHass. 

If you would like to help cheer this great 
group of baseball stars on, please contact coach 
Tartsah at (954) 605-5098 for a complete game 
schedule. 

Go Seminoles! 
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Stan Frischman 

First place Hollywood Girls (L-R): Tasha Osceola, April Billie, Mercedes Osceola, Jeannie Osceola, Mary 
Tigertail, Cassandra Jones (seated), Kei-ya-le Osceola, Angel Billie, and Talisha Leach. 



Stan Frischman 


Third place NDN Mens (L-R): Jeremiah Hull, 
Mary Tigertail, Allen Mclnturff, and Alfonso 
Tigertail. 



Stan Frischman 


Second place Big Cypress Ladies (L-R): Kellie 
Tigertail, Cecilia Tigertail, Demetria Tigertail, 
Annie Jumper, Mary Tigertail, Cathy Jumper, and 
Bonnie Billie. 


The 5th Annual Malcom Tigertail 
Memorial Basketball Tournament 


Canes and Hollywood Girls 
Capture Titles 

By Stan Frischman 

BIG CYPRESS — The Herman Osceola 
Gymnasium on The Big Cypress Indian Reservation 
was the site of the 5th Annual Malcom Tigertail 
Memorial Basketball Tournament. This all-Indian 
event attracted 10 teams and more than 200 specta- 
tors. 

Minnie Tigertail and family provided a deli- 
cious lunch for all players and spectators. This popu- 
lar event was hosted by the Tigertail family and The 
Big Cypress recreation department. 

In the ladies division, the Hollywood Girls 
were able to hold off the BC Women, to capture this 


year’s title. The BC Women tried to fight back from a 
ten point deficit in the first half, only to be denied by 
the determined girls of Hollywood. Final score of this 
well played game was Hollywood 39, Big Cypress 
30. 

For the fifth consecutive year, The Canes 
captured the men’s title by dominating all opponents. 
The Big Cypress Men, who played well throughout 
the tournament, fell to the well-conditioned Canes by 
a score of 62-32. The Big Cypress NDN’S finished in 
third place. 

The top three teams in each division were 
awarded commemorative jackets, duffel bags and 
sweatshirts. All participants received commemorative 
tee shirts. The tournament ended in time for everyone 
to go home and prepare for Hurricane Jeanne, the 
fourth and hopefully last hurricane of the season. 



Presented by the 

City of Hollywood Police Deportment 


To purchase Gala tickets and to advertise In our 
beautiful Event Program Journal, call 954-921-3274 
Sponsorship Packages are also available. 
Pleuse con lac! Alan Kosluw, Esq.: 954-985-4 1 69 


Aft and Culture Center of Hollywood's 

Sixth Annual Crystal Vision Gala 

at the Seminole Hard Rock Hofei and Casino 


Saturday, October 30, 2004 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino 
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Performance by: Jim Belushi k the Sacred Hearts Band 
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Jerry Mieco Sr. 
Memorial Ride II 

The Jerry Mieco Sr. Memorial Ride II will 
take place Saturday Oct. 16. All motorcyclists are wel- 
come to attend. Participants will meet at 8 a.m. at 
Holiday Park on 1-27 for coffee and donuts. Riders will 
depart at 9 a.m. from Holiday Park-please be topped 
off. Estimated arrival time in Big Cypress is 3 p.m. 

Vehicles may follow the bikes, but please 
allow the family’s vehicles to lead the vehicle line. 
There will be a cook-out at the end of the ride! Thank 
you. 

Jerry Micco Sr. For more information please contact Vincent 

Mieco at (954) 967-0634. 


Your Documents to Freedom 


By Nery Mejicano 

I have always enjoyed traveling to exotic 
places, meeting different and interesting people, but I 
am always glad to come home to this wonderful 
U.S.A.-the “Land of the Free,” where the only limi- 
tation to our success is us. 

There are some documents that help extend 
our freedoms, a driver’s license is one example. 
Without it, our mobility is limited to friends and fam- 
ily transporting us to some of the places that we may 
need to go, but this is usually in their time 
frame and convenience, not ours. 

We all take it for granted, 
but loose it and you will find 
out how limited you are. 

Loose it to a DUI (driving 
under the influence) and 
you will also find out 
how expensive and 
what a hassle it is to 
get it back. 

A driver’s 
license is also the 
document that is 
most always 
requested as a 
form of personal 
identification, from 
cashing checks to 
using a credit card. 

So if you do not have 
one, get it, and if you 
do, keep it. 

The next docu- 
ment that will extend our 
freedoms, our horizons and 
our education us is a U.S. pass- 
port. Without a passport you are 
limited to stay within this country and 
rob yourself of the wonderful opportunities that 
travel to other countries offers. 

I have always believed that travel is one of 
the best educations for both adults and children. 
Visiting foreign lands and their people will bring us 
face to face with different cultures, traditions, belief 
systems, and values. Through this experience we 
become more tolerant of others and appreciate the 
differences among people. Lacking this we may fear 
and misunderstand others, who are different from us. 

Fear and misunderstanding leads to preju- 



I'm Indiai 
and I Vote 




dice, discrimination, conflict and at its extremes war. 
The other benefit is that travel brings into our aware- 
ness appreciation for the wonderful country we call 
home and we learn not to take for granted the free- 
doms and liberties that we are blessed to have. 

Last, but not least, is our voter registration 
card. This is a document that ensures we can partici- 
pate in electing of our leaders. This is a freedom that 
many countries do not have. Do you have the right to 
complain about the economy, gas prices, unemploy- 
ment and health care if you do not exercise 
your right to vote? 

The election of 2000 was 
lost by a few votes. What 
direction would have the 
U.S. taken if a few more 
people would have 
decided to register and 
voted? Could the Iraq 
war have been avoid- 
ed, would we still 
have a surplus 
instead of a deficit, 
would unemploy- 
ment be less, we 
will never know, 
what we know, 
however, is that 
your vote and mine 
can make a differ- 
ence. 

Registering to 
vote is easy and in my 
opinion it is your duty as 
a U.S citizen to exercise 
this right. 

Useful resources: 
Broward County Elections 
Supervisor, 115 South Andrews Avenue, 
Room 102, Fort Lauderdale, (954) 357-7050; 
Hendry County Elections Supervisor, Highway 80 
and 29, La Belle, (863) 675-5230 or (863) 983-1592; 
Collier County Elections Supervisor, Collier 
Government Complex, 3301 Tamiami Trail East, 
Naples, (239) 774-8450; Hillsborough County 
Elections Supervisor, 601 East Kennedy Boulevard, 
Tampa, (813) 272-5850; Glades County Elections 
Supervisor, 500 Avenue J, Moore Haven, (863) 946- 
6005; U.S. Passport Office, (877) 487-2778, 
http ://travel . state . go v/passport_services .html . 



HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 
Criminal Infractions 



A n rli ony ”'l‘ony‘ r Scalcsc 
Irihal .Vieira her Kuchin of Is Ida 






As a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
( 954 ) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 7(1 Avc. Suite 106, Plantation. Florida 33317 


The hiring of n lawyer is an import mil decision that shonhl nol be 
bused solely upon advertise me ills. Before you decide, ask us to send 
you free written in form at ton about our qualifier lions and experience. 
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Job Opportunities 



2004 Construction 
Career Days 

Submitted by the Florida Department of 
Transportation 

Those interested in learning more about 
a career in the equipment, highway and bridge 
construction industry are invited to attend a free 
session of the Fourth Annual South Florida 
Construction Career Days, a job fair and exhibi- 
tion that spotlights employment and training 
opportunities. 

The event, which features more than 40 
exhibitors, local companies, and opportunities to 
operate heavy equipment, takes place from 4-8 
p.m. on Wednesday Oct. 20 at the Bergeron 
Rodeo Grounds in Davie, Fla. 

For more information, please call the 
Florida Department of Transportation toll free at 
(866) 336-8435, Ext. 4092. 


AED • 

Academy for Educational Development 
Connecting People Creating Change 

www.aed.org 

The Academy for Educational 
Development (AED) is seeking candidates to fill 
two Washington, DC-based positions for our 
newly funded American Indian Head Start 
Training and Technical Assistance Support 
System Project. 

The positions available are as follows: 
director and early literacy specialist. 

If you or someone you know meets the 
background or expertise, please pass the 
enclosed job announcement information on to 
them. Minority candidates strongly encouraged 
to apply, especially American Indians/Alaska 
Natives. 

Candidates may apply with resume and 
cover letter to: AED/HR, reference position title 
and number, 1 825 Connecticut Avenue, 
Northwest, Washington, DC 200009, fax (202) 
884-8413 or e-mail: employa-aed.org. 


Even a fish wouldn’t get caught if it kept it’s mouth shut. 

Protect yourself from making a mistake 
Practice these simple phrases ! 

Mo, you can't search my car. 
No, you can’t search my home. 
No, T don't want to talk with you and T 
don’t want to cooperate with you. 

You can rail my lawyer. 

if you have 

-Ween aearvtus.l without your perrnisyion 
-TTail y< Mir cair HTJirrhixl wiL InmiL |K’miiMKH)n 
Boon pullod over for no reason 
-Had police walk into your house without 
a warrant 

-TTucI DCF or I In’ Pdiur I ry In girl in your 
home without n warrant; 
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( 354 ) 457-8503 


Call us now. Protect your rights. 

Once you give them up you never get them back. 
Call Guy Scligman 954-760-7600 24 hours a day 


Kimberly Bauer Bruce Vendryes 
19541 266 - 873 ) 19541 562)266 
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SEMINOLE & MICCOSUKEE TRIBAL 
MEMBERS & TRIBE EMPLOYEES 
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Announcements ❖ Ahaaheeke ❖ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 


Poems 



Happy 1st birthday to “Baby 

Mo” on Oct. 14. We just want you to 
know that we love you so much! You’re 
growing up so fast big boy. Hope you 
have fun on your birthday-you deserve 
it!!! 

Love always, 

Bianca, Jackson and Jayden 



Happy 1st birthday “Baby 

Mo.” Can’t believe you’re already turn- 
ing 1 on Oct. 14. We remember the day 
you were born; it seems like yesterday. 

You’ve stolen our hearts and we 
love watching you grow up to be a hand- 
some lil’ man. We love you so much. You 
make up very proud to be grandparents. 
Have a wonderful 1 st birthday. 

Love always, 

Grandma Kathy, Grandpa 
Norman, Lapee and Oshkee 



Happy 1st birthday “Big Mo” 

on Oct. 14. We watched you being bom 
and have enjoyed watching you’re first 
year of life, and watching you learn to 
walk and talk. We’re looking forward to 
the rest of our lives. Have a great day 
baby! 

Love always, 

Egoosh Marilyn H and Cousin 
Kendrick O. 

Happy 1st birthday to our lil’ 
ladies man “Baby Mo” on Oct. 14. 
You’ve grown up so fast and now look at 
you; you’re already turning one! And 
already got girls all over you. Remember 
we will always love you fat boy! ! 

Love always, 

Mom and Dad 

Happy belated birthday to 
Debbie S. Osceola on October 8. 

From, 

Your sister Jane Billie and 

family 

Happy belated birthday to 
Eliza Billie on October 12. 

From, 

Alice Billie and family 

Happy birthday to Onesmius 
“Nee Nee” Stockton on October 21. 
From, 

Alice Billie and family 


Happy belated birthday to 
Ronnie Billie Sr. and Clea Billie on Oct. 
11 . 


From, 

Thomas M. A. Billie & family 

Happy 28th birthday to the 
twins Alice and Osceola McKinley Billie 

on October 16. 

From, 

Your parents Jane O. Billie 
and Thomas M. A. Billie and baby sis- 
ter Thomlynn 

Happy birthday to Allegra 

Billie on October 16. 

From, 

Thomas & Jane Billie & family 
(Thomlynn, Alice, Osceola, Mark) 

Happy birthday to Karen 
Franceschini on October 16. 

From, 

Alice Billie and family 
Happy 10th birthday on Oct. 

31 to our oldest little girl Jaryaca 
Brooke Baker. It’s hard to believe you 
are 10. 

You’re growing into a beautiful 
young lady. You’re a terrific athlete and 
you have a beautiful smile. Just wanted to 
wish you a happy birthday and tell you 
how much we love and appreciate you! 
Happy birthday. 

Love for eternity, 

Mom and Dad 

Happy 9th birthday on October 
27 to Ms. Kiylier Maryah Baker. You’re 
very special in every way, your beautiful 
smile lights up our day. We hope you 
have a very special and happy birthday. 
We love you so much in every way so 
remember to have a special day! 

Love, 

Mom and Dad 



Happy 1st birthday to 
Leviticus Elwood Buster, born Oct. 14. 
To our precious baby boy, we love you so 
much! 

Love, 

Mommy and Daddy (Erin C. 
and Alvin Buster), and all your grand- 
ma’s and grandpa’s, aunties and uncles 



Happy birthday to Marilyn on 

Oct. 25 and Kelvin on Oct. 29 and happy 
belated birthday to Savannah on Oct. 

13 and Sara on Sept. 24. Have a great 
birthday and many more to come. 

Love always, 

Mom, Dad, Oshkee and Lapee 

We’d like to wish y’all a happy 
birthday. Marilyn on Oct. 25 and 
Kelvin on Oct. 29, and a happy belated 
birthday to Savannah on Oct. 13. 

Love y’all forever, 

Bianca, Jackson and Jayden 

We’d like to wish Jerome Huggins a 
happy belated 16th birthday on Oct. 2. 
Have a great day. 

Love y’all forever, 

Bianca, Jackson and Jayden 

Happy belated birthday to 
Sara Huggins who turned 10 on Sept. 

24. We hope you had fun on your birth- 
day because you deserve it. We just want 
you to know that we’ll always love you. 
Love always, 

Bianca and Jayden 



Tribat Dividends Accepted 
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I want to wish my husband 
Gregory a very happy 26th birthday on 

October 3. 1 just wanted to say as far as 
everything you’ve told me, through all 
your troubles and regrets, you have final- 
ly got what you wanted — a family based 
on love. Out of things everyone asked for, 
that’s all you asked for, and you got it! 

Happy birthday. We love you 
very much. 

From, 

Your wife Carol and your one 
and only son, Henachee 

Greg, happy birthday. Hope to 
spend many more with you. May all your 
wishes come true! 

Love, 

Bill, Eva and Brian 

To Greg, happy birthday broth- 
er-in-law! I know I’m not around a lot, 
but the times I was around, I saw you 
make my sister smile. I appreciate the 
things you do for my sister and the way 
you always help her out with the baby. 

I’m glad she has someone like 
you to fall back on when neither one of 
us are not in reach. What can I say; you 
fit right in the picture. Best wishes to you 
and my sister who loves you dearly. 

Make the best out of life and keep taking 
good care of my nephew. 

From your sister-in-law, 

Crystal 

Congratulations 



We would like to congratulate 
Adriana Huggins and Moses Billie for 

winning first place with their Cadillac 
EXT in their class at the NOPI Nationals 
super car show, which was held at the 
Atlanta Motor Speedway in Atlanta, Ga. 
It took a lot of time and effort, but it all 
paid off in the end. 

Also, we’d like to congratulate 
our son and brother Kelvin “Dub” 
Huggins for winning third place in his 
class. 

Congratulations you guys! Keep 
up the hard work! 

Love always, 

Mom, Dad and the family 

Congratulations to my sister 
Adriana Huggins and brother-in-law 
Moses Billie Jr. for placing first in their 
class in the NOPI National car show. 
Congratulations “Baby Mo” your truck 
can’t be touched. 

Love, 

Marilyn H. 

I want to congratulate my 
brother Kelvin “Double Cheese” 
Huggins for placing third in his class. 
You’re on your way! 

Love your big sis, 

Marilyn H. 


For Sale 


1998 Yamaha Royal Star motor- 
cycle. 4-Cylinder 1,300 cc with 28,000 
miles. This collector’s bike was last man- 
ufactured in 2000. Garage kept and 
includes all maintenance records. Has 
won many trophies and comes with 
leather-like lockable side bags, two seats, 
and two windshields. $4,000 worth of 
chrome! Maintenance-free drive shaft. 
Black studded seats, night purple LED 
lights, and new tires. $9,800 firm. Contact 
Nery at (954) 232-5714. 




To my little sister Azaria: I will 
always love you. We have lots of fun 
together. Hope you have fun on your 

birthday Oct. 15. 

Love 

Your big brother Tyrek “TK” 

Lassane 



Happy birthday to Azaria 
Jeneba Simmons on Oct. 15. My little 
baby girl, you have brought so much joy 
to our lives. I hope that you have lots of 
fun on this special day and many more 
joyful moments. We love you very much. 

From, 

Your proud parents Mom 
April Baker and Dad Terrence 
Simmons & Big Brother Tyrek Lasane 


Apart 

We use to be such great friends 
But now we’ve grown apart 
I don’t know what happened 
I guess I grew up and so did you 
Now today we are total opposites 
Nothing seems to be the same 
We dropped out of each others lives 
Hopefully not forever 
I know that things won’t be the same 
We can’t pretend that nothing has 
changed 

I know that we can’t go back 

But I hope all that’s happened with you 

since I left will get better 

You use to always depend on me 

To be the one that could always be there 

for you 

Look at me now 
I can’t always be there for you 
We’ve grown so apart, what’s happened 
to us 

We’ve grown so apart, what’s happened 
to us 

I use to like that I had someone I could 
always talk to 

Things may have gotten bad between us 
We would fight over the small, little 
things 

I remember that time when I got into so 
much trouble 

You were the one who helped me 
straighten it out 

Why must things end up the way they do? 

I guess it was only for the best 

You seem so different but I can’t say how 

Maybe you still feel bad 

Only it’s deep down inside 

I know I can always count on you to be 

on my side 

No matter what 

We can’t pretend that nothing has 
changed 

I know that we can’t go back 

But I hope all that’s happened with you 

since I left will get better 

You use to always depend on me 

To be the one that could always be there 

for you 

Look at me now 
I can’t always be there for you 
We’ve grown so apart, what’s happened 
to us 

We’ve grown so apart, what’s happened 
to us 

— Brittany Huff 

Eighth grader, Ahfachkee School 


New Kids 



Welcome home baby boy! The 

Baker family, Preston, Mona, Jaryaca, 
Kiylier, Lahna, Lanie, Ivess, Alyke and 
Romane would like to announce the birth 
of a miracle. 

Mr. Pherian Bentley Baker, six 

pounds, one ounce, 19-and-a-half inches 
long bom on July 18, 2004 in Sebring, 
Fla. 

You are a miracle, living proof 
that no matter what when you pray God 
listens and now our family is complete 
with four older sisters and three brothers; 
it should be neat. 

We love you Pherian and we 
would like the world to know-baby’s are 
miracles from the minute they begin to 
grow! You are loved! 

Anniversary 

Happy 10th anniversary to my 

more-than-loving husband on Oct. 7. You 
are my lover, you are my best friend, you 
are my family to the very end. Eight kids 
later we barely have time to talk about 
our days. I wouldn’t trade it for anything 
in the world. 

We’ve been through it all-thick 
and thin-especially here with Baby 
Pherian. Not matter what I always make 
time to tell you I love you and I’m glad 
you’re mine. 

People will talk and they will 
say things to try to push us away, but 
that’s okay because I know how to pray. 
The Lord is our keeper and this is why 10 
years has rolled around and were still 
side by side. 

No matter what happens you’ll 
always be my lover, my best friend and 
great company. I just want you to know 
that I’m here for you until the very end. I 
Love You Preston. 

Love your wife, 

Mona 



Okeechobee are proud to announce the 
birth of their twins Caleb Dean who 
weighed five pounds, six-an-a-half 
ounces and was 18.5 inches long and 
Leilani Marie who weighed six pounds, 
13.5 ounces and was 19.5 in. long. 

The twins were bom at St 
Mary’s Hospital on August 19. They were 
welcomed home by big sister Krysta and 
big brother Shayne, maternal grandmoth- 
er Josephine Huff Villa, Bird Clan, 
Brighton reservation, and paternal grand- 
parents are Sherry and Willis Burton of 
Okeechobee, Fla. 


Notice 


Request for Price: Chickees at the 
New Okalee Village 

1. Six (6) - 12’ x 10’ chick- 
ees with pockets. 

2. (Traditional) 1 - 15’ x 10’ 
cook chickee-ends open, roof 3’ from 
ground 

3. Thatch roof - 12’ x 100’ 
contractor with frame, you supply 
thatch (fans, nails, etc.) 

4. Thatch roof- 14’Hx30’ 

L cone shape (must frame plus supply 
all materials). Please quote price 
including all that is needed; also you 
are responsible for cleaning the area 
as you found it. 

Please send or deliver to: 
Buster Baxley, C/O Seminole Tribe of 
Florida 6300, Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024. 

If you have any questions, 
please call (954) 364-4221. This job 
will happen on or about Oct. 25. 


Lost and Found 


Found: Multicolor beaded bar- 
rette. Call SPD Officer Margotta at (954) 
967-8900. 


Important Information About Submissions 

When submitting a birthday, baby, or marriage announcement, you must include the 
names of both parents, grandparents, and/or other family members. Also, please use 
the actual name of the person you are referring to. Include your address so we can 
mail your photos back to you. Thank you. 
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Felix DoBosz 


Participants listened intently to each presentaiton on wellbriety. 


Felix DoBosz 


Members of the wellness conference enjoyed catching a few fish and some sun. 


Second Annual Seminole Men’s Wellness Conference 


i 




seeking volunteers to 
spread the knowledge 
to more Native 
American communi- 
ties. To become a 
firestarter with White 
Bison, an individual 
must be in recovery, 
walking the red road 
while following the 
traditions, working 
the 12 steps, and 
make a four-year 
commitment to lead 
circles of recovery in 
their own communi- 
ty- 

Farley went 
on to discuss the four 
laws of change. First, 
change is from with- 
in; second, in order 


Felix DoBosz 


(L-R) Ed Arenado, Larry Long, and Andy Buster. 


for development to 
occur it must preced- 
ed by a vision; third, a great learning must occur; and 
lastly, you must create a healing forest-change your 
environment. 

“When the community leads, the leaders 
will follow. . .” he said. 

You can learn more about this national pro- 
gram at their great website http://www.whitebison.org 

Larry Long, citizen of the Ojibwa (anishin- 
abay) tribe, part of the Chippewa Nation from Red 
Lake Indian Reservation in Minnesota, sang and 
chanted inspirationally while playing on a traditional 
Indian hand drum at the closing of Tuesday’s confer- 
ence. 

The following day, Larry Long spoke to the 
men’s group for about an hour, on abusive behavior 
in recovery and his own exploration and discovery 
and how he came to be with us today and share his 
own personal struggles in that long journey. 

Ed Arenado, 41, a Miccosukee tribal 
employee originally from Brooklyn, N.Y. has been in 
recovery for the past seven years. In his loud boom- 
ing raspy voice wanted to let everyone know how 
honored he felt to be able to share his message “that 
after today you never have to drink again.” 

He was interesting to listen to especially 


when the strikes came. We started catching groupers, 
snook and blue fish, mostly small though. After a few 
hours, it was time to return to port where the fish 
were gathered up, cleaned and fillet for the night’s 
feast. 

Allied Health Manager Suzanne Davis 
organized a power point display presentation in asso- 
ciation with her staff. Sexual Transmitted Disease 
(STD) was the big topic and was discussed in mature 
graphic detail. The dangers, diagnosis and treatments 
for STD were presented as a lively TV news special 
by the health group staff. They were entertaining with 
informative skits, similar to late night comedian Jay 
Leno’s, “Jaywalking” routine, he goes out on the 
street asking people simple questions about simple 
subjects. 

Someone with a funny rubbery faced Jay 
Leno mask on, and a hand microphone asked a 
Seminole citizen at the Brighton Rez “What does 
HIV stand for?” Human immunodeficiency virus, any 
of several retroviruses and especially HIV- 1 that 
infect and destroy helper T cells of the immune sys- 
tem causing the marked reduction in their numbers 
that is diagnostic of AIDS. Another question was 
asked, Can you get HIV from donating blood? James 
Eagle a citizen from Brighton, was asked. The 


Felix DoBosz 

S.T.D. girls put on a skit. 


when he talked about relationships made in hell, 
through some classic cliche gems for the men’s group 
to absorb; eight minutes to get into a relationship and 
10 years to get out, two sickos don’t make a “wello”, 
and two garbage trucks collide, what a crappy mess.” 

The point he was basically outlining is that 
it’s your life, make good decisions to change your 
life; no one can do this for you. 

“This conference is about unity and learning 
to heal with the great creator, to recover from abuses 
of the past and to help us change our lives forever, 
for the better,” said Arenado. 

In the afternoon there was a signup sheet for 
a little deep-sea fishing excursion in the Gulf of 
Mexico, off of Marco Island, Fla. There were four to 
a boat, and about four 30-footer boats. It was a beau- 
tiful southwestern Florida picture perfect afternoon 
with hardly any waves. 

At first no one seemed to even catch a bite, 
so the skipper took us further out a few miles from 
shore and anchored on top of an artificial reef, that’s 


Answer was No. There is absolutely no risk of HIV 
infection from donating blood. Now, blood donation 
centers use a new, sterile needle for each donation. 

After a little more question and answer peri- 
od the conference went on to the closing ceremonies. 
The men in the group were called up by name, one 
by one, they were given certificates of participation 
in this 2nd Annual Seminole Men’s wellness confer- 
ence. Helene Buster was introduced to the group as 
one of the key organizers of this conference and she 
received warm appreciation and recognition along 
with Suzanne Davis and Barbara Billie who also 
helped to organize this informative successful men’s 
wellness conference. 

A few men in recovery got a chance to 
address the group and thanked everyone for sharing 
their personal feelings with the group. Larry Long 
than asked everyone to please stand up and hold 
hands as they made a wide circle and he began chant- 
ing and drumming in his native dialect, this complet- 
ed this year’s men’s wellness conference. 


By Felix DoBosz 

MARCO ISLAND, FL — This year’s 
Men’s Wellness Conference took place Sept. 26-30 at 
the Hilton Beach Resort in Marco Island, Fla. Due to 
Hurricane Jeanne, only about 30 Native Americans 
citizens showed up to take this opportunity to gain a 
greater understanding of men’s health issues at this 
five day conference. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress spoke at the 
conference on Monday, welcoming everyone there 
and making his audience feel even more comfortable 
at the five-star resort. 


He then discussed how we place too much 
personal stress on ourselves. 

“We need to pick up the pieces to put the 
puzzle back together,” he said. 

Andy Buster, one of the organizers of this 
men’s wellness event, took the time to speak to the 
men’s group and share some personal reflections in 
his life. 

He said, “You don’t own material things, 
you just maintain them, that’s the concept I live by. I 
worked hard for all of this and everything was great, 
until one day I lost my wife and realized how much I 


Felix DoBosz 


Men’s 2nd Annual Wellness Conference fishing trip survivors. 


Miccosukee Chairman Billy Cypress was 
also an invited guest speaker for Tuesday morning, 
and spoke to the men’s group about Native American 
culture through some folk tales. The theme of his talk 
was the dangers of abusing yourself and other 
thoughts about wellness. 

“Don’t ignore warnings given to you by 


your friends and loved ones,” Cypress said. “We have 
answers for everyone, but no answers for our- 
selves. . .take the time to understand, and work the 
problem to the end.” 

Cypress then told the famous folk story 
about the snake. The point he was making was, to 
never get to close to a snake because they bite; if you 
experience something bad, don’t do it again because 
there might not be a next time. He also said to learn 
to reason and reevaluate your responsibilities because 
it may not be their fault, but your own fault that 
needs the correction. 


missed her and was now hopeless.” 

Conference emcee Mark Billie spoke to the 
men’s group about recovery from alcohol and drugs. 
He told a story of when he was a young boy when he 
had to go away to Indian boarding school. He said he 
feared going to see the dentist because they had big 
long needles that scared him half to death and the ter- 
rible pain they caused. 

A half a lifetime later 
Billie, finally got the courage to 
go back to a modem dental office 
and found everything had 
changed for the better. The 
Dentist was nice and friendly 
now, the needles were short and 
thin, and most of all, almost pain- 
less. 

“Bad things happen to 
good people,” was projected on 
the front big white screen. 

Grief, loss and anger was 
the ongoing theme of Marlin 
Farley’s graphic lecture on the 
medicine wheel and the 12 steps 
for men, a cultural approach to 
recovery. Farley spoke to the 
group about White Bison, Inc., a 
national program that was estab- 
lished in 1988 with the vision of 
bringing 1 00 Indian communities 
into healing by the year 2010. 

One of the lofty goals of 
the “Wellbriety” movement is to 
organize and educate Native 
Americans. According to White 
Bison website, “Wellbriety means 
to be both sober and well. It 
means to have come through 
recovery from chemical depend- 
ency and to be a recovered person 
who is going beyond survival to 
thriving in his or her life and in 
the life of the community. 

The Well part of 
Wellbriety means to live the 
healthy parts of the principles, 
laws and values of traditional cul- 
ture. It means to heal from dys- 
functional behaviors other than 
chemical dependency, as well as 
chemical dependency itself. This 
includes co-dependency, ACOA 
behavior, domestic or family vio- 
lence, gambling, and other short- 
comings of character. Firestarters 
circles are made up of Native and 
non-Native people in their own communities who 
work the Medicine Wheel and the 12 Steps program 
of sobriety, recovery and cultural healing with the 
help of learning videos for both men and women. 
They are people who use the White Bison book The 
Red Road to Wellbriety to learn how to heal in a cul- 
tural way. 

They learn about the traditional Red Road 
Journey, also known as being in the Good Mind. 

They meet in talking circles together and learn how 
to bring appropriate ceremony and their local tradi- 
tional ways into their own healing journeys. They are 


* 
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At least Joseph caught a fish! 
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The incredible, wonderful, magnificent Ulali. 


Iretta Tiger 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress speaking at the IHS Health Summit in Washington D.C. 


Iretta Tiger 





*NMAI 

Continued from page 1 

such terrible decisions were made against them. 

“I take great pride in creating this 
marker, this place of celebration” said Richard 
West, Founding Director, National Museum of 
the American Indian. “It is a symbol of hope 
centuries in the making.” 

West, Southern Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes of Oklahoma, was dressed in full tradi- 
tional regalia for the opening ceremony. He 
spoke of the museum as a symbol of unity not 
only for Native Americans but for native people 
around the world. 

Also speaking at the opening ceremony 
was Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell, who was 
also dressed in full traditional regalia, Sen. 
Daniel K. Inouye, and Alejandro Toledo, presi- 
dent of Peru, who is the first native to ever 
become president of Peru. Representative Tom 
Cole read a statement from President Bush, who 
was invited but unable to attend. 

Following the opening ceremony were 
performances by various native musicians 
including Joanne Shenandoah who brought on 
special guest, flutist R. Carlos Nakai. This was 
Nakai’s only performance at the festival and he 
thoroughly entertained the crowd. This was 
Shenandoah’s only performance also. 

The magnificent Ulali took the stage following 
Shenandoah. Anyone who is a fan of this sub- 
lime group knows what a wonderful treat it is to 
see them in concert. As the emcee stated, “If you 
don’t know who this group is shame on you.” 

The opening night concert featured 
Buffy Saint-Marie, Lila Downs, Rita Coolidge 
and Indigenous. Comedian Charlie Hill, who 
hosted the concert. Saint-Marie gave everyone a 
special treat when she brought on Ulali to per- 
form with her. 

The celebration continued throughout 
the week with several stages set up in the mall. 
These stages were designated for specific arts 
such as storytelling, music, dancing, regalia arts, 
and instrumental arts. The dance circle allowed 
tribes to perform traditional dances instead of 


the usual pow-wow dances. Dance groups 
ranged from Peru to Hawaii to Alaska. 

There was a very special performance 
by the Rangimarie Maori Cultural Group. This 
was the only performance by the Maori and they 
were worth the wait, drawing a huge crowd. 

Also present were several Maori elders who 
watched the performance. 

At the end of the performance, the 
Maori elders presented NMAI director Richard 
West with several gifts and did the traditional 
Maori greeting, hongi. This is the gentle press- 
ing of nose and forehead to the other person’s 
nose and forehead. Hongi is the “sharing of 
breath.” 

On the opening night the museum 
remained open all night to accommodate visi- 
tors. During the week, timed entry passes were 
distributed each morning for those who were 
unable to obtain them. The outside of the muse- 
um has no straight lines; this design was to give 
the appearance that the museum has been creat- 
ed naturally by wind and water. The exterior is 
made of Kasota dolomitic limestone from 
Minnesota which gives the museum a natural 
golden hue. 

The museum has three permanent 
exhibits: the first exhibit is “Our Universe: 
Traditional Knowledge Shapes Our World.” This 
exhibit focuses on how native cultures were 
guided by the celestial. It features annual cele- 
brations such as El Dia de los Muertos; the 
Mexican tradition of honoring the dead. 

The second exhibit is “Our Peoples: 
Giving Voice to Our Histories.” In this exhibit, 
history is told through the voice of Native 
Americans. It also examines the conflict of 
tribes trying to maintain their traditions while 
living in the modem world. 

The Seminole tribe is one of the tribes 
featured in this exhibit. Our exhibit features a 
short video with Jim Shore, Billy Cypress and 
Moses ’Bigg Shot’ Jumper telling the history of 
the tribe. When asked what they thought of our 
exhibit most Seminoles expected to see more. 
They liked the museum and generally like the 
exhibit but thought there would be more arti- 
facts. 


The third exhibit is “Our Lives: 
Contemporary Life and Identities”. The focus 
of this exhibit is on the modern day world and 
native people. “The exhibition illustrates the 
ways in which Native peoples and tribes, 
despite many challenges, continue to exist as 
distinct communities and are determining their 
own lives,” Celebrating the Grand Opening of 
the National Museum of the American Indian. 

Two contemporary native artists are 
featured in the Changing Exhibitions Gallery 
are George Morrison (1919 - 2000) and Allan 
Houser (1914 - 1994). If you are a lover of 
modem art both artists are worth checking out. 
Their exhibitions will be at NMAI until fall 
2005. Also featured is “The Jewelry of Ben 
Nighthorse,” a collection of creations from 
Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell, including a 
buffalo skull with inlaid semi-precious stones. 

During the week several other native 
events took place such as the 2004 American 
Spirit Award and the Indian Health Service 
Health Summit. Board Representative David 
DeHass attended a fund raiser at the home of 
Hillary Clinton. Also attending were several 
native leaders including Glynn Crooks, vice- 
chairman of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community, who presented Clinton with a pink 
shawl. Clinton liked the shawl so much she 
kept sending her aide to find out more details 
and continued to wear the shawl throughout 
the night. 

The festival ended with a big concert 
on Saturday evening featuring Star Nayea, 
Pappy Johns Band with Murray Porter and 
Keith Secola, and a closing ceremony on 
Sunday night. 

As we go back to 
our lives all across the world 
always remember this time 
when we all walked together 
as one and showed everyone 
that we are still here. Our 
museum is to celebrate us not 
as victims of injustice but as 
people who are strong, deter- 
mined and, yes, proud. 
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Inca Natives from Peru. 
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Seminole exhibit as part of the “Our Peoples” exhibit. 


Dine Tah Navajo Dancer. 


David DeHass and Senator Hillary Clinton. 
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CBR1000 


FIRST BANK 

OF INDIANTOWN 

"Serving our -cam m unities since 1960" 

You are invited to a 
Grand Opening! 

First Bank of Indiantown’s 
Lakeport Branch 

Friday, Oct. 22 • 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

1205 East State Road 78 

Building A _ ^ 

Lakeport, FL 33471 

• Hometown Barbecue 
M • Entertainment 9% 

• Prizes and Free Gifts 

For more information, please call (863) 946-0120 

Member FD(C . 


WHICH ONE FITS YOU? 


Darlene Quinn 


New Location | 165D N. State Read 7 | HaHymiott, FL | SW Ccme' of Taft S 441 


Motorcycles 

Cruisers 


Specials 


GSXR1G0D 


954.981.9889 


1205 PHONE WITH 

NASCAR -THE ME O PHONE COVER. 
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inaugural NASCAR NCXTEL Cup Series" phone' cover. 


Now $44.99 


ANSWER EVERY CALL FOR FREE. 

Frn tnwTiing Plan 
Fret iiKDming calls 
Unlimited nights and weekends 
300 anytime outgoing minutes 

Lung distance included 

$49.99 
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Bair’s Electronics Service Inc. 
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BELLE GLADE | 561.9^6 T607 
aoo.654 


You know me... 

**>as your friend and salesperson at other auto dealerships* 
Well now Tin the Chevrolet Sales Manager at Ed Morse 
Sawgrass Auto Mall which means 1 can lower your price 
more than ever before! LeL me save you money on five 
brands of new vehicles and over 1 50 quality used vehicles* 

HURRY TOR BIG FACTORY REBATES & THE EXCLUSIVE 
"DARLENE QUINN $1000 TRIBAL DISCOUNT!" 


$ 

SAVE 
UP TO 
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% FINANCING 
l /0 FOR UP TO 
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BUICK CIVIC 




AUTO MALL 


CHEVROLET * CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd v Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. jusl east of Sawgrass Estpwy. 

0FFICE 954-835-6900 
cell 954-609-6922 

SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9 om- 9 pm, 

Sat 9am-fipm. Sun 1 2-6pm 
SERVICE HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 7 pm- 7 pm r Sat 7 am- 6 pm 
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lF®r Best 
Peal on Town 
Call 

[Hector Isabel 
(954) 593-2586 


YOUR FORD GIANT OFFfeRS THE 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEED! 

* Seminole / Miccosukee Special * 
Up to $8500 Discos ©si lalect Models 


mm THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARB-TO-FIND FSSQ’S! 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service . Weekday & Saturday hours 

■ Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians . Ff)rd Qua | ity p arts 


• 12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor . Courtesy shuttle Hours 

* Convenient Location 


8655 Pines BlvdL • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 


( 954 ) 443-7000 

Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com! 
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Sales Hours; Mon. -Sat. 9am-9pm f Sun. 11am-7pm * Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am -7pm, Sat. 7am-4pm 
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BROADWAY MUSICAL 


PERFORMANCES: 

Tuesdays— Fridays 

Saturdays 

Sundays 


2pm & 8pm 

8pm 

2pm 



&PW 


ticketmaster 


Tickets available at all Ticketmaster outlets, online 
at wmticketinaster.cDm or via charge by phone: 
(954) 523-3309 in Broward, (305) 358-5885 
in Miami-Oade or (561) 966-3309 in Palm Beach. 




MU 






A JERSEY SHORE 
ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTION 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 

95432 7R0CK 

1 SEMINOLE WAY, STM ROAD 7 
JUST NORTH OF STIRLING 
WWW. SIMINOLEHARDROCK.COM 



For special group rates, call Jenny Dreyer at [954] 327-7575 
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Kenny Joe Davis put two out of three in the target in the axe throwing contest. 


Judy Weeks 

Lauren Posada gives a starting push to her turtle as the race begins. 


Judy Weeks 


* Indian Day 

Continued from page 1 

laughing together brings back memories of a simpler 
time before expensive toys, television and AT Vs. 
Children in the villages amused themselves with a 
pile of dirt, some stones or a few sticks for hours on 
end. They could easily make their own entertainment 
and it enhanced their creativity. 

The annual turtle races drew a laughing 
crowd with a variety of hard and soft shelled com- 
petitors. Although some of the entrants required a lit- 
tle nudge to start, others immediately made a mad 
dash, perhaps looking for a quick exit. 

Two member teams, according to age, 
formed two lines for the Raw Egg Toss. There was a 
very large turn-out for this event and eggs flew 
through the air in abundance. You couldn't look in 
any particular direction without seeing eggs running 
down faces, hands or clothing. Definitely not a game 
for the faint of heart. 

The cooking fire had been started at 9 a.m. 
and Elaine Aguilar, assisted by Sylvia Marrero, 

Sheila Aguilar, Amey Yzaguirre, Vanessa Aguilar and 
Michelle Ford worked for hours preparing a wonder- 
ful meal of fried chicken, pork, rice, beef, beans, 
com, fry bread and sofkee. Louise Motlow offered 
the blessing and then the seniors led the food line. It 
was a banquet fit for a king and they all loaded up 
their plates. Sylvia Marrero's mouth watering fry 
bread was sampled by everyone and she was declared 
the first place winner. 

A traditional clothing contest was held 
immediately after dinner while everyone relaxed and 
allowed their meal to settle. There were numerous 
entries with a wide variety of patchwork and styles 
which included skirts, tops, jackets, shirts, capes, 
dresses and man shirts. All of the workmanship was 
remarkable and it was very hard to persuade people 
to judge this colorful event. Everyone was great! 

A pie eating contest was held to conclude 
the festivities. Unfortunately, the contestants were at 
a disadvantage, with stomachs still full from the din- 
ner. It proved very difficult to compete. Never the 
less, there were numerous entrants in all age groups. 

Despite an overcast sky and occasional light 
showers, the group returned to the athletic field for 
the log peeling contest. 

With the planned events concluded and a 
light rain falling, Indian Day was officially over. 
However that was not the case for many of the youth 
and young adults. Several brave, hearty souls 
remained for another egg toss and then began an 
impromptu relay race with the freshly peeled logs on 
their shoulders. 

There was a strong feeling of pride, compan- 
ionship and family spirit that no one wanted to see 
end. Needless to say, everyone is already looking for- 
ward to Indian Day 2005. 


Results from all the events: 

Canoe race winners: Adult Men: 1. Kenny 
Joe Davis and Abe Rockwell, 2. Rudy Martinez and 
Daniel Yzaguirre, 3. Joey Pineta and Justin Davis. 
Adult Women: 1. Angie Arregiun and Maria Billie, 2. 
Diane Mclnturff and Jennifer Ramos, 3. America 
Martinez and Sylvia Martinez. Boys: Justin Villarreal 
and Tommy Benson, 2. Allen Hernandez and J.R. 
(Norberto Delarosa). Girls: 1. Christian Benson and 
Jessica Osceola. 2. Cassandra Jimmie and Esmerala 
Billie, 3. Vanessa Billie and Alexis Martin Aguilar. 

Axe throwing winners are: Men: 1. Kenny 
Joe Davis, 2. Abe Rockwell, 3. Ralph Sanchez. 
Women: 1. Susan Davis 2. Vanessa Aguilar 3. 

Jennifer Ramos. Seniors: 1. Nancy Motlow 2. 

Virginia Tommie. Boys: 1 .Mark Arriaga 2. Daniel 
Yzaguirre 3. Justin Villarreal. Girls: 1. Cheyenne 
Mclnturff, 2. Christian Benson, 3. Josie Davis. 

Bow and arrow results. Men: 1 Kenny Joe 
Davis, 2. Abe Rockwell, 3. David Billie. Women: 1. 
Ashley Billie, 2. Moya Escobar, 3. Susan Davis. 
Seniors: 1. Nancy Motlow and 2. Virginia Tommie. 
Girls: 1. Cheyenne Mclnturff, 2. Christian Benson, 3. 
Jessica Osceola. Boys: 1. Tommy Benson, 2. Nathan 
Lewis-Pierre and 3. Cody Motlow. 

Winners of the clothing contest. Three and 
younger: girls: 1. Lindsey Posada, 2. Shyana Escobar. 
Boys: 1. K. J. Davis. 2. James Mora. 4- 10-year-old 
Girls. 1. Aaliyah Mora, 2. Lauren Posada, 3. Chelsey 
Ford. Boys: 1. John Jimmie 2. Neo Motlow. 11-17- 
year-old Girls: 1. Lazara Marrero, 2. Cassandra 
Jimmie, 3. Josie Davis. Boys: Michael Shaffer. Adult 
Women: 1. Lorraine Posada, 2. Michelle Aguilar, 3. 
Amey Yzaguirre. Adult Men: 1. Little Raymond 
Yzaguirre, 2. Abe Rockwell, 3. Vincent Motlow. 
Seniors: 1. Nancy Motlow, 2. Virginia Tommie, 3. 
Mary Sanchez. 

Pie eating contest. Youth: 1 . Tommy Benson 
2. Norberto Delarosa, 3. Christian Benson. Adults: 1. 
Mike Alvarado, 2. Vince Motlow, 3. Veronica Doctor. 
Seniors: 1. Mary Sanchez, 2. Nancy Motlow. 3. 
Virginia Tommie. 

Log peeling results: Men: 1. Abe Rockwell, 
2. Justin Davis, 3. Vince Motlow. Women: 1. Amey 
Yzaguirre, 2. Elsa Zamora, 3. Veronica Doctor. Girls: 
1. Cheyenne Mclnturff, 2. Josie Davis, 3. Esmeralda 
Billie. Boys: 1. Tommy Benson, 2. Mark Arriaga, 3. 
Randy Osceola. 

Turtle race results. Youth: 1. Neo Motlow, 2. 
Lauren Posada, 3. Bonnie Davis. Adults: 1. Angie 
Arreguin, 2. Mark Arriaga, 3. Homer Villarreal. 
Seniors: 1. Mary Sanchez 2. Nancy Motlow. 

Raw egg toss results. Children: 1. Jessica 
Osceola and Cody Motlow, 2. Mallory Sanchez and 
Mark Arriaga, 3. Vanessa Billie and Celina Perez. 
Adults: 1. David Billie and Ashley Billie, 2. Ito 
Montanez and Michael Alvarado, 3. Maria Billie and 
Angie Arreguin. Seniors: 1. Nancy Motlow and 
Raymond Mora. 2. Mary Sanchez and Michelle 
Sanchez. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Vanessa and Sheila Aguilar ready the chicken for the frying pan. 



Judy Weeks 

Esmeralda Billie peels her log as her mother, Maria Billie (clip board) and numerous contestants watch. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Sylvia Marrero, Vanessa and Elaine Aguilar prepare supper over the open fire. 



Judy Weeks 


There was no shortage of contestants in the "Pie Eating Contest' 
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Dakota Tiger shows off his construction paper Seminole turbin, 
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Wanda Bowers, Kendra Osceola, Maggie Osceola, and Bonnie Motlow. 



Michael Kelly 


Joe Dan Osceola displays his unfinished alligator wood carving. 
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Virginia Osceola helps her daughter Jo Jo Osceola with her traditional hairdo. 



Michael Kelly 

Younger children practiced their wood carving skills on a bar of soap. 



Iretta Tiger 

Practice makes perfect: Mercedes Osceola works 
on her traditional hairdo technique. 


Community’s Belated Indian Day Celebration 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — Though the 
official date of Indian Day is Sept. 24 the 
Hollywood Seminole community had a 
belated celebration on Oct. 2. This year’s 
participation categories focused on the 
very traditional Seminole arts. Not includ- 
ed in this year’s events was log peeling 
and archery. 

The day began with a brunch as 
those entering the beadwork, doll making, 
turbans, patchwork, clothing, carving, 
basket making or fine arts categories hur- 
ried to submit their entries by the 1 1 am 
deadline. 

Weeks before the celebration the 
cultural department kept the Dorothy 
Scott Osceola (DSO) building open after 
hours for those who wanted to create arts 
and crafts for Indian Day. The cultural 
department staff supervised the sessions 
and even the very young were allowed to 
participate. 

For the men’s turbans, the chil- 
dren who were 1 0-years-old and younger 
made their turbans from construction 
paper. For carving, they carved bars of 
soap, rather than wood. It was all too 
cute. 

Joe Dan Osceola entered two 
beautiful alligator carvings, both more 
than three feet long. 

Those submitting patchwork 
were required to make three yards worth 
and they were all measured. 

The first category where the art 
skill had to be done on-site was the old 
style hairdo. The women were divided 
into age groups, the first to go were 18 
and over. 

The women were to fix their hair 
in the traditional style. That is, they were 
to tie their hair, wrap it around an arc 
shaped piece of clothed covered card- 
board and then secure it with hair nets and 
pins. The women were assisted by other 
women including a few elders. 

Miss Seminole JoJo Osceola was 
assisted by her mother Virginia Osceola 
and former Miss Seminole Mercedes 
Osceola helped younger sister Courtney 
Osceola. 

While the women worked on 
their hairdo’s, Tate Osceola and a few 
other Seminole men cooked barbecue for 
lunch and the children started to make fry 
bread under adult supervision. The chil- 
dren mixed the dough and formed the 
bread while the adults cooked it for them. 
The children did have to have their own 
frying pan, an odd requirement. 

After the young children finished 
the different age categories, they took 
turns making fry bread. However, this 
year the requirements for bread making in 
the eighteen and older age group were 
more stringent. 

Each participant had to make 
pumpkin bread and lapalee. Hey cultural 
department; how about pumpkin bread 
and lapalee bread making session? 


As the afternoon slowly burned 
off into evening most people took a break 
from the celebration, probably resting for 
the stickball games. Children ten and 
under played the first game of stickball. 
They thoroughly got into the spirit of the 
game. The girls showed no mercy and 
won. 


The girls also won in the next 
age division. However, in the 1 8 and older 
group the men won-barely. 

Just as the final game finished 
heavy rain sent everyone running for 
cover. As Indian Day came to a close, the 
Billie North Band played into the night. 



Getting messy and having fun. Seminole children learn how to make frybread. 



Michael Kelly 

The beautiful Seminole dolls are created using palmetto fibers. 




Lavonne Kippenberger with Helesi Twoshoes. 


Iretta Tiger 


Iretta Tiger 

Tasha Osceola learns the art of Seminole Fry Bread. 
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Felix DoBosz 

Grillmaster carves a rack of ribs for the crowd. 


Felix DoBosz 

Number one Women’s Bowling champion Terri Frank. 



Sporting Activities on Indian Day 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Friday 
Sept. 24, the Seminole Tribe celebrated 
Indian Day. Tribal offices on the reserva- 
tion took a holiday and citizens were 
urged to participate and enjoy a full day 


morning to compete for cash prizes in this 
annual Indian day event tournament. 
Eugene Bowers, who organizes bowling 
events for the tribe, said he had a pretty 
good turnout and everyone there seemed 
to enjoy the thrill of competition. The 



Felix DoBosz 


Ted A. Walker gets fireworks show ready for the big bang. 
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Felix DoBosz 


Families of bowlers sit around waiting for scores to be tallied up. 


of events, which included archery, bowl- 
ing, basketball, horseshoes, a catered din- 
ner and a big fireworks display. 

At Don Carter’s University 
Lanes in Davie, Fla., about two-dozen 
Seminole citizens had gathered in the 


tournament winners were selected from 
the highest score tallied up after playing 
three games. 

The archery competition consist- 
ed of a dozen still 3-D form targets to 
shoot target arrows from various distances 


that had been set-up outside on the soft- 
ball field. The 3-D Targets resembled a set 
from the movie Jurassic Park with 3-D 
figures resembling menacing Raptors. The 
targets are made of high-density foam and 
are usually exact replicas of game ani- 
mals. 

Steve Young and John 
Waterhouse organized this event in associ- 
ation with Hollywood recreation depart- 
ment. 


Results from the Indian Day 
bowling tournament. 

Men’s division 18 and over: 1. 
Andri Jumper, 648; 2. Tom Cypress, 615; 
3. Kevin Tommie, 609; 4. Amos Billie, 
598, 5. Bill Osceola, 594; 6. Elton Shore , 
593; 7. Kassin Stockton, 589; 8. Bernard 
Robbins, 586; 9. Alvin Buster, 557; 10. 
Neil Baxley, 494. 

Men’s division 50 and over: 1. 
Eugene Bowers, 673; 2. David Jumper, 
445. 

Women’s division 1 8 and over: 

1. Terri Frank, 638; 2. Denise Billie, 621; 

3. Rosetta Bowers, 522; 4. Alfreda Musk, 
521; 5. Pat Wilcox, 516; 6. Farrah Jones, 
515; 7. Dallas Cypress, 511; 8. Sherrie 
Robins, 485; 9. Beverly Tommie, 471; 10. 
Trisha Osceola, 464; 1 1 . Yvette Jumper, 
448; 12. Tommie Billie; 13. Samantha 
Frank, 420, 14. Wanda Billie, 312. 
Women’s division 50 and over: 1. Mary 
Bowers, 557; 2. Judy Jones, 340. 

Results from the Indian Day 
Archery tournament. Men’s Recurve tra- 
ditional bow winners: 

1. Casey McCall, 49; 2. Clifford 
Sanchez, 40; 3. Curtis Osceola, 37; 4. 
Bobby Osceola, 31; 5. Nathan Doctor, 30 
Women’s Recurve traditional 
bow winners: 1. Wanda Bowers, 38; 2. 
Shelly DeHass, 36; 3. Yvette Jumper, 30; 

4. Rosetta Bowers, 20; 5. Patricia Wilcox 

Results for the three on three 
basketball Indian Day tournament 
10 and under champs 
Hunter Osceola, Ethan Cypress, 
Neko Osceola 

14 and under champs 
Krystle young, Ariah Osceola, 
Courtney Osceola 

17 and under champs 
Brad Noah, Krystle Young, 
Jerome Davis 

Adult co-ed champs 
Tony Heard, Mercedes Osceola 
and Tasha Osceola. 

Tracy Smith, Cassandra Jones, 
Angel Billie 

Results for the Horse-shoe Indian 
Day tournament 
Men’s 

Mingo Jones & Bernard 
Robbins; 2. Robert Frank & Keith 3. Dino 
Doctor & David DeHass 
Women’s 

1. Tonya & Janel 2. Shelly & 
Jamie 3. Trish Wilcox & Yvette 





Felix DoBosz 


A little Jurassic park for archery competition. 
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Archery coach John Waterhouse tally’s targets with Wanda Bowers. 





K & 



Cowbone Band entertains Indian Day dinner crowd. 


Felix DoBosz 


Horseshoes were flying on Indian Day. 


Felix DoBosz 




The Seminole Tribune 


24 


October 15, 2004 


Indian Day Yaat-Keteshshe Ennehtake Este Cate Ennettv 


Indian Day Celebration Continues Under Hurricane Watch 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Indian Day celebration in 
Brighton this year came to an abrupt halt on Saturday 
Sept. 25 as Hurricane Jeanne made its way toward 
the reservation. By 1 p.m. the senior’s horseshoe con- 
test in the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena had to be halted 
as tribal members headed home to make preparation 
for the storm. 

Earlier in the day everyone seemed opti- 
mistic the hurricane would head up the coast as pre- 
dicted earlier and there was a terrific turnout for the 
fishing tournament that began at 5:30 a.m. with the 
weigh-in at 1 1 a.m. 

It seemed as though there were more women 
of all ages than men in the tournament with Rosie 
Billie taking first place in several categories: mud 
fish, specks (a three-way tie) and bass. 

With skies still bright, the box/gopher turtle 
races brought a few giggles, but as the rains and wind 
picked up the crowd was thinning and the pumpkin 
and fry bread contests and the 6:30 p.m. tribal dinner 
had to be cancelled. Perhaps those who made the fry 
bread had a good supply on hand while hunkering 
down during the 1 00-plus mile winds that tore up the 


reservation early Sunday morning. 

On Friday Sept. 24 it was a different matter. 
Tribal members participated in a number of events 
with a lot of glee and good-natured kidding over who 
was going to beat who. The contests and games have 
a long tradition. Indian Day, originated in the early 
1900s, is a national holiday officially celebrated on 
the last Friday in September by nearly every Native 
American tribe in the U.S. 

For the Seminoles, pole peeling is a contest 
with as much tradition as log splitting is to lumber- 
jacks. Matt Gopher has participated in the pole-peel- 
ing contest at Brighton since the late 1980s. 
Debarking a 10-foot cypress pole, he came in first 
place with ease. 

Gopher said his grandfather, John Henry 
Gopher, taught him the skill of using a draw blade 
when he was 13 -years-old. 

“The poles last longer if they are debarked,” 
he said. “It gets rid of termites and other bugs that 
will eat into the wood.” 

Gopher has helped construct hundreds of 
chickees, some for neighbor’s yards at Brighton but 
many for commercial uses. He said he used to work 



Susan Etxebarria 


Matt Gopher wins first place in archery. 



Susan Etxebarria 

Pastor Wonder Johns ain in seniors division. 


for Jimmy Hank Osceola building chickees at some 
of the grand hotels and motels on Florida’s beaches 
as well as a 25-foot-by- 100-foot chickee at the naval 
base at Key West, Fla. and a similar one at the Port of 
Miami. 

Coming in second was Alex Johns, Norman 
Johns was third, and fourth place was Alex Snow. 

Women also have mastered the craft of pole 
peeling. In the mid-day sweltering heat, first place 
went to Joanne Osceola, second was Wendy Juarez, 
third place was Emma Urbina and fourth place was 
Jenny Johns. 

There were no senior men in the contest, but 
some pretty tough ladies over 55 showed their muscle 
including Jenny Shore, first place, Lorraine Gopher, 
second, and Elsie Smith, third. 

“I do this every once in awhile but I haven’t 
done this for some time,” said Shore after reaping 
some praise. “I usually peel off the bark with my 
hands.” 

The next event Friday afternoon, drawing 
many contestants in various categories, was archery. 
Some archers were very good and others, well, they 
did not have much practice time under their belts. 
Most were just having fun. Once again Matt Gopher 
took first place in the men’s division. Kasey Baker 


won the women’s division, Dan Bowers took first 
place in the senior men’s division and Lorraine 
Gopher took first place in the women’s division. 

Brighton Tribal Council Representative 
Roger Smith was on hand Saturday to enjoy the 
games and contests as a spectator. 

“I want to thank the recreation department 
for helping out with Indian Day and helping out with 
all the kid’s contests and senior activities,” Smith 
said. “I think everyone is having a good time. We 
need a day for Native Americans to celebrate who we 
are. Everything went good.” 

There was also youth horseshoes Friday in 
the rodeo arena at 4:30 p.m. and later there was bar- 
becue with hot dogs and hamburgers served in the 
gym with bingo following. There were other competi- 
tions earlier in the week as well. 

The seniors participated in a bowling tourna- 
ment on Sunday Sept. 19 with a traditional dress con- 
test, the preschool program held a fishing tournament 
on Friday Sept. 17, and a 5-K marathon was held on 
Friday morning Sept. 24. 

Obtaining complete results of all the compe- 
titions has not been possible by deadline due to 
Hurricane Jeanne. 


Community Celebrates Indian Day 2004 


By Shelley Marmor 

BIG CYPRESS — This year’s 
Indian Day began bright and early with a 
5-K swamp walk/run at 6:30 a.m. 
Registration took place on Canal Street, 
directly across from the Hunting 
Adventure at 6 a.m. and the race began at 
6:30 a.m. 

There were separate divisions for 


tribal citizens and employees and non- 
tribal citizens. Age differences also sepa- 
rated participants into a youth, 6- 12-year- 
olds and 13- 17-year-olds, 18-29 year 
olds, 30-39 year olds, 40-54 year olds 
and 55 and older. 

A golf tournament followed at 
the Clewiston Golf Course. Registration 
took place from 7:30 a.m.-8 a.m. and tee 


time followed at 8:30 a.m. 

As golfers continued their games, 
others were busy signing up for a few 
activities of their own at Culture Camp, 
located behind the Big Cypress Family 
Investment Center. Registration began at 9 
a.m. for the clothing contest and arts and 
crafts contest. 

For the clothing contest females 
were required to wear traditional capes 
and long skirts and males wore traditional 
shirts. Crafts of all types made their way 
into the contest; including: patchwork 
clothing, beaded necklaces, champagne 
flukes decorated with beadwork and even 
a lamp with bead- working around the 
base. 

No doubt this would be tough for 
the judges, who began evaluating the 
clothing contest first, and then the arts 
and craft contest. Indian Day continued 
with a lunch and fry bread contest. 
Following the fry bread contest were 
more sporting events including log peel- 
ing and axe throwing, which were limited 
to adults only. 

Listed below are the results from 
several Indian Day contests: 

Log Peeling (female): 1. Ayze 
Henry, 2. Brenda Henry, 3. Janice 
Osceola; Log Peeling (male): 1. Michael 
B. Cypress, 2. Charles Smith, 3. Hans 
Melius; Axe Throwing (female): 1. 

Brenda Henry, 2. Ayze Henry, 3. Sue Jane 
Burt; Axe Throwing (male): 1. Mike 
Cypress, 2. Raphael Sanchez, 3. Hans 
Melius; Fry Bread Contest (female): 1. 
Beverly Alumbaugh, 2. Louise Osceola, 3. 
Teresa Jumper; Fry Bread Contest (male): 
1. Joe Herrera, 2. Allen Roy Mclntruff, 3. 
Jeremiah Hall; Fry Bread Contest Grand 
Champion: Beverly Alumbaugh. 



Shelley Marmor 


(L-R) Richard Bowers, Jose Herrera, and Allen Mclnturff. 
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Little Patsy Billie looked beautiful in her Seminole dress, 



Shelley Marmor 


(L-R) Tammie Billie, Marion Billie, and Nadine Bowers show off their colorful Seminole dresses. 



Shelley Marmor 


Nancy Billie tends to the fire. 









ICfSTi 

| i 

[!■ | | 


full 



EC’s Annual Red Ribbon 
Parade 

About 25 departments entered floats in this impressive dis- 
play of creativity that focused on staying dmg free. 

Page 18 




Vincent Micco Graduates from 
Police Service Aide Academy 

By Adelsa Williams 

DAVIE, FL — After five and a half weeks of training, 
tribal citizen Vincent Micco, Panther clan, graduated from the 
Police Service Aide Academy in Davie. The ceremony was held at 
the Broward Community College Institute of Public Safety on 
Wednesday, Oct. 13. 

Micco ’s family, as well as Hollywood Council 
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr. and Hollywood Board 
Representative David DeHass, showed their support by attending 
the graduation. 

Micco stated that the most exciting part of the academy 
was the first responder training session. During this time, he had to 
simulate a traffic accident scene and learned how to assist the situ- 
ation, which included performing CPR on a victim, among other 
procedures. 

Soon after graduation, Micco commenced working for the 


See MICCO, page 3 
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Proud graduate Vincent Micco with wife Loretta Micco. 


Second Annual Keith 
Osceola Memorial Car 
Show Reigns Supreme 



Michael Kelly 

Richard Osceola’s entry in the Indian Car category won first 
place. 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — Last year when Vivian Delgado was 
preparing the first memorial event for her late son, Keith Osceola, 
she recalled how little time she had to prepare. This year, Delgado 
began preparing months in advance to make sure the Keith Osceola 
Memorial Car Show would be special. And despite the occasional 
shower, it was. 

This growing memorial is a testament to how much Keith 
Osceola was loved, and how a whole community shared in his pas- 
sion for cars, barbequing with family and friends, and love for his 
fellow citizens. Delgado was extremely grateful for the large 
turnout. 

Once again, the Osceola baseball field was transformed 
into a sea of classic cars, trucks, custom SUVs, and bikes. The bar- 
becue rib contest grew from eight entries last year to 13. Seminole 
arts and crafts lined many tables; the vivid colors of patchwork 
skirts and jewelry were easily seen from far away. There was 
music from the Andy Buster Band, Paul Buster and his Cowbone 
Band, and a special performance by Native Roots, a Native 
American band from Albuquerque, N.M. 

Elaine Mile, actress and comedian, was a special guest of 
Trail Seminole Liaison William Osceola. She made jokes about her 
stay here in very hot and humid South Florida. She was especially 
afraid she might become dinner to Florida’s most recognizable rep- 
tile-the alligator. 

Miles, a member of the Umatilla tribe, starred in the tele- 
vision show Northern Exposure, playing receptionist Marilyn 
Whirlwind. She’s also appeared in films, such as “Smoke Signals” 
and “Skins.” 

In the early afternoon, community members enjoyed 
lunch under a chickee, and included the best fresh squeezed lemon- 
ade, courtesy of Dwayne Martin. 


See SHOW, page 16 





Condoleezza Rice Gives Speech at Seminole Hard Rock 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — From Oct. 24-25, 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
played host to the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee’s (AIPAC) Annual Summit. 
This year’s keynote speakers included 
Condoleezza Rice, National Security Advisor 
for President Bush, and former U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Nations, Richard 
Holbrooke. 


Rice, who spoke at the AIPAC four 
years ago in Washington, DC, received a thun- 
derous ovation. She reiterated the Bush admin- 
istration’s commitment to Israel and the need to 
spread democracy throughout the Middle East. 

Rice reiterated the need to fight the 
enemy abroad, and not on the shores of the 
U.S. 

“For some, it is a limited engage- 
ment-to go after bin Laden and al Qaeda. They 


see this as a narrow struggle against a narrow 
enemy,” said Rice. “But the terrorists only have 
to be right one time. We have to be right 100 
percent of the time. . .and so the president 
believes this is a fight we’ve got to fight in the 
offense.” 

Holbrooke, who worked for the UN 
during the Clinton administration, addressed 
the AIPAC on Sunday. 

See RICE, page 2 


President Bush’s National Security Advisor Condoleeza Rice addresses the AIPAC conference. 
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2004 NCAI Conference Focuses On Native Votes 


By Iretta Tiger 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — The 6 1 st 

Annual Convention for the National Congress 
of American Indians (NCAI) stands out as one 
of the most memorable. The focus of this year’s 
conference promoted Native Vote 2004 and 
their aim is for one million native votes-votes 
that can make a difference in election results. 

In his opening statement NCAI 
President Tex Hall encouraged tribal authorities 
to support native voters as best as they can such 
as giving employees the day off to go vote or to 
provide transportation. For those who plan on 
slacking, Hall asked them to consider “Are we 
as Indian people better off now than we were 
four years ago?” 

Some may say yes monetarily but 
remember that our sovereignty is still in danger 
and think about this next bit of information. 

NCAI’s Eastern Okalahoma Regional 
Vice President Jefferson Keel, Chickasaw 
Nation, presented a disturbing audio tape of 
Oklahoma representative Tom Cobum making 
anti-Indian comments, including “Indian tribes 
[are] a joke.” 

Coburn also swore not to support the 
Five Nations Indian Land Reform Act when in 
fact he had promised the exact opposite when 
he met with tribal leaders. Coburn’s meeting 
with the tribal leaders had happened before he 
had made the comments. 

Coburn has also accused the 
Oklahoma Cherokee tribe of donating $150,000 
to a candidate when in fact they have not given 
any money to a candidate. If this is not bad 
enough Coburn ran for the U.S. Senate. 

This was only the very beginning of 

See NCAI, page 23 


Iretta Tiger 

Teresa Heinz Kerry met with Chairman Mitchell Cypress and other officials before giving her 
speech to the NCAI General Assembly on Monday Oct. 11. 



German Tourists Treated To a Seminole Tribe Adventure 



Adelsa Williams 


Grand prize winner Doris Dolgner and her party from Germany enjoyed the airboat ride at 
the Billie Swamp Safari in Big Cypress. 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — During the “See Native 
America-One Nation at a Time” cultural exchange 
trip to Germany last April, the cultural exchange pro- 
gram held a family adventure vacation contest where 
Berlin, Germany native Doris Dolgner was randomly 
selected. She was selected out of an entry pool of 
more than 5,000 registered persons. 

The vacation package included a round trip 
for Dolgner and three of her friends to Fort 
Lauderdale, compliments of Delta Airlines, a compli- 
mentary car rental from Dollar-Rent- A-Car, five-night 
stay at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, 

$ 1 ,000 gift certificate for a shopping spree at the 
Sawgrass Mills Mall in Sunrise, world class Mai Kai 
dinner and show as well as a tour of the Big Cypress 
reservation. 

Dolgner and friends made their way to 
Florida on September 30, where they hit the slots at 
the casino, dined at the Hard Rock Cafe and did a lit- 
tle shopping at the Seminole store located in the prem- 
ises. 

“The hotel is very nice,” said Dolgner. “It 
reminds me of Las Vegas.” 


See TOURIST, page 8 
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Seminole Tribe and Ft 
Lauderdale Housing Authority 
Receives Grants From HUD 



Iretta Tiger 


(L-R) HUD Assistant Secretary Michael Liu, Housing Department Director 
Michele Thomas, Grants Department Director Joel Frank Sr., Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress and Tribal Treasurer Mike D. Tiger. 


By Iretta Tiger 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL - In 

a special session held on Oct. 14, the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) Assistant 
Secretary Michael Liu presented grants 
to the Seminole Tribe and the Ft. 
Lauderdale Housing Authority. The 
special session was at the request 
of Liu, who wished to 
personally announce the 
news to the recipients 
before he 

announced it in his 
scheduled 
presentation at the 
National Congress 
of American Indians 
conference. 

A $2,840,593 
Indian Housing Block 
Grant was awarded to 
the Seminole Tribe. 

The funding from the 
grant can be used for 
numerous housing 
activities such as home improvements, 
crime prevention and technical 
assistance. 

Liu also expressed his support 
for the tribe’s recent decision to pass a 
resolution that would allow Seminole 


families to use the Section 1 84 Program 
anywhere in the State of Florida. In 
removing the tribal land only restriction 
from the loan program more tribal 
citizens will now be able to become 
homeowners. 

Liu then called Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress to come and witness 
the signing of the grant and 
presented him with a check. 

Seminole Housing 
Director Michele 
Thomas then 
presented Liu with a 
Seminole basket. 

The Ft. 

Lauderdale Housing 
Authority also 
received a grant for 
$690,975. The grant 
would demolish old 
public housing so that 
new community 
development could be 
developed. 

The housing 
authority will eventually receive an 
additional $6,000 to assist local families 
in purchasing homes. 

For more information about 
HUD or any of its programs, please 
visit their website at www.hud.gov. 



EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 


Public Notice 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida is 
applying for financial assistance from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) through the Indian 
Community Development Block Grant 
(ICDBG). 

The monies obtained through this grant 
will be applied to the construction of Phase I 
of the Boys and Girls Club facility in the 
Hollywood Seminole Indian reservation. 

Any questions or comments are 
welcomed and should be directed to the 
office of Joel M. Frank Sr. in Hollywood at 

(954) 966-6300, Ext. 1290. 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
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wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the editor, 
Michael Kelly at (800) 683-7800, Ext. 


1267. E-mail mkelly@semtribe.com, 
fax (954) 967-3482, or mail to: The 
Seminole Tribune, 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024. 


T he following deadlines apply to 
all submissions for inclusion 
into the Tribune : 
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Deadline: November 12, 2004 
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Issue: December 17, 2004 

Deadline: December 3, 2004 
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Please note: Late submissions will be 
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Regular Meeting of the Seminole Tribal Council 


By Shelley Marmor 

BIG CYPRESS — In the absence of Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress at the Oct. 20 council meeting, an acting 
chairman had to assume the position. After a unanimous decision 
by the present council members, Big Cypress Councilman David 
Cypress stepped up as acting chairman for the meeting. 

In addition to Mitchell Cypress, Fort Pierce Liaison 
Sally Tommie and Tampa Liaison Richard Henry were absent 
from the meeting. However, atypically present was a group of 
high school students from the Ahfachkee School, who received a 
round of applause. 

The consent agenda followed the Ahfachkee students’ 
recognition. Executive Administrator Ken Fields read the 15 
item agenda, adding one resolution that he said was “left out 
inadvertently” from the printed agenda. This resolution was the 
approval to obtain a liquor license at The Blue Point, one of the 
newly-opened restaurants in the Seminole Paradise complex. 

Other consent agenda items included: a service 
agreement with Nextel Custom Network Solutions, as well as 
two other resolutions involving Nextel. The council also 
approved an agreement between the tribe and Broward County 
Sheriff Ken Jenne II for “automatic and mutual aid of fire rescue 
services,” as stated on the agenda. 

The Tribal Council unanimously approved the consent 

agenda. 

Utilities Director Susie Kippenberger spoke on the first 
item on the regular agenda. This resolution called for a change 
order of an additional $1.4 million for construction costs for the 
Fort Pierce Trust Property. Kippenberger said the additional costs 
will be used for things including muck removal, the irrigation 
system and extensive underground work. 

Concerned about the high cost of this change order, 
President Moses Osceola voted against the resolution. However, 
David Cypress, Max Osceola and Brighton Council 
Representative Roger Smith all voted in favor of it, thus passing 
the resolution by a majority vote. 

Another resolution approved the appointment of Gordon 
Oliver Wareham to the Tribal Gaming Commission. A spot was 
left open in the five member commission after Commissioner 
Billy L. Cypress passed away in April. 

Wareham said he gave careful thought to taking the 
position after a nomination and encouragement from Moses 
Osceola. 

“It’s an honor to be chosen for this position,” Wareham 

said. 

The council unanimously approved Wareham ’s 
appointment. Max Osceola also offered some congratulatory 
remarks to Wareham, calling him “the right man for the right 
job.” 

The Tribal Council then heard a resolution that would 
bar anyone who has been removed from an elected office, either 
by citizen petition or by the council, from ever running again. 
General Council Jim Shore presented the resolution. He 
explained the specifics of the resolution, which is titled 


Amendment IV to Election Ordinance C-01-64. 

“This resolution doesn’t change the way an elected 
office can be removed. . . and it doesn’t change the reasons why 
an elected official can be removed,” Shore said. “These are all 
the same. The only addition, or the only amendment... is that 
anyone that is removed by the Tribal Council, that person can 
not ever run again for any elected position.” 

David Cypress said this resolution will act as a way of 
“policing us up here; us guys,” as well as all future council 
members. 

“If I did something and y’all impeach me, y’all 
shouldn’t get me back in there to screw it up again,” Cypress 
said. 

After some dissenting opinions from audience 
members, Cypress informed them that they have a 2 1 day 
ordinance to challenge the decisions of the council. Max Osceola 
said he will bring this issue to the community via a meeting and 
also offered to assist any members of the Hollywood community 
if they needed help with the appeal process. 

Moses Osceola abstained from this vote, and David 
Cypress, Roger Smith and Max Osceola all voted in favor. The 
resolution passed by a majority vote. 

The final resolution and ordinance dealt with financial 
matters and were presented by Tribal Treasurer Mike Tiger. Both 
passed unanimously. 

The first resolution was for approval of the 2005 fiscal 
year budget. As an aide to audience members, the budget was 
displayed on a large projector outlining where monies would be 
spent. Absent from this projector presentation were the specifics 
of the budget. Tiger said any tribal citizen who would like to see 
the specifics of the 2005 should contact his office in Hollywood. 

Finally, the council adopted the gaming revenue 
allocation plan ordinance. As stated in the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act, a portion of all money allocated from gaming 
revenue must be placed in a bank account for minor children, 
invalids and incarcerated persons. For more information on the 
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, please visit 
http://www.nigc. gov/nigc/nigcControl?option=LAWS_IGRA. 

After all resolutions were read, Ken Fields introduced 
Housing Director Michele Thomas who brought up two 
employees from her department for recognition. Barbara Butera 
and Clarence “Tiny” Harrell were presented with plaques for 
outstanding service in the housing department, especially during 
the month of September during the hurricanes that hit Florida. 

“I did want you guys, the Tribal Council and the tribal 
people, to know that their service and their dedication to their 
position in the housing department. . . did not go unnoticed,” 
Thomas said. “We appreciate it and they will sorely be missed 
by the housing department.” 

Sadly, Thomas had to also inform the council that both 
employees would be leaving the department. After 1 5 years with 
the tribe and seven years in the housing department Tiny will be 
moving back to his native-Oklahoma. Butera will stay with the 
tribe but work in another department. 


Rice 

Continued from page 1 

The AIPAC Summit also touched 
on other important issues including Iran’s 
pursuit of nuclear weapons, the recent 
upsurge in anti-Semitism around the 
globe, U.S. -Israel cooperation on 
homeland security, and the fight against 
international terrorism and terror funding. 
AIPAC is a nonpartisan group and does 


not endorse either democrat or republican 
candidates. 

According to AIPAC spokesman 
Andrew Schwartz, the two day event was 
the largest ever, even surpassing last 
year’s event, held in Phoenix, Ariz. 
AIPAC works throughout the U.S. to 
improve and strengthen relationships by 
supporting U.S. -Israel military, economic, 
scientific and cultural cooperation. 

This event was so important Fox 
News, CNN, AP, NBC, C-SPAN, and The 


Miami Herald , were just some of the news 
outlets covering the summit. 

The Seminole Hard Rock & 
Casino has already earned a reputation as 
being a first class resort, but now major 
organizations such as AIPAC are eager to 
utilize the facility for important 
conferences, meetings, concerts, and other 
functions. Beginning in November, the 
1 8th Annual Indian Agricultural (IAG) 
Symposium will be held at the Seminole 
hard Rock as well. 



The Seminole Tribe of Florida cordially invites you to attend the 17th Annual 
VETERAN’S DAY CELEBRATION and tribute to Major Billy L. Cypress’s 
family at the Big Cypress Indian Reservation Big Cypress Entertainment 
Complex Tuesday, November 9, 2004 10:00 a.m. 

DIRECTIONS: An easy drive from Miami, Ft. Lauderdale or Naples, take 
Alligator Alley (1-75) from either Ft. Lauderdale or Naples Exit 49 (Service 
Plaza), go North 22 miles to the Veterans Day Celebration. 


For further information, contact: the Chairman’s Office, Seminole Tribe of 

Florida, at (954) 967-3900. 

ALL TRIBAL MEMBERS and EMPLOYEES ARE WELCOME! 



Letters & E-mail 

6300 Stirling Road Hollywood, FL 33024 ❖ tribune@semtribe.com 


To all the beautiful women who 
attended the last Women’s Wellness 
Conferences, 

I regret to inform you that there 
will be no Women’s Wellness Conference 
this year. The Tribal Council has stopped 
and re-directed the conference to be under 
health department. I’ve been told by the 
health department that the council will 
add two more days to the Marco Island 
Women’s Wellness Conference in July 
2005. 

It has been my pleasure in 


serving you, the beautiful women of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. Also I would 
like to thank the Tribal Council for this 
wonderful opportunity you gave me the 
past three years to manifest God’s 
wonderful love and peace through Jesus 
Christ to every woman and a special 
blessing on Alice Snow. Above all, I give 
glory to God. 

I leave with you this scripture: I 
trust in your unfailing love, my heart 
rejoices in your salvation. I will sing to 
the Lord, for he has been good to me. 
Psalm 13: 5-6. 


Again I say, be blessed and be 
happy in the Lord, 

Yvonne Courtney, Coordinator 


Correction 


The photo of the damaged 
airport hanger in the Oct. 1 5 issue of The 
Seminole Tribune was not from Big 
Cypress as the photo caption said, but 
actually a hanger in Ft. Pierce. 
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Seminole Hosts Taiwanese Exchange Student 



By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citi- 
zen Paul Buster and his wife Meg are 
hosting their second foreign exchange 
student in the past two years. Seventeen 
year old, Porama “Fai” Jeeradig from 
Thailand settled into the Buster’s resi- 
dence in the Hollywood reservation in 
August. 

The Buster’s have 
raised two beautiful 
daughters, Jessica and 
Melissa, who no longer 
live at home. Since their 
departure, the Buster’s 
decided to get involved in 
the student exchange pro- 
gram after seeing an ad in 
The Seminole Tribune. 

Fai currently 
attends Hollywood Hills 
High School where she 
will complete her junior 
year before returning 
home. After graduation, 
she plans to attend college 
to study business adminis- 
tration and eventually land 
a managing position in a 
clothing factory her aunt 
owns in Thailand. 

Paul and Meg 
have taken Fai to visit 
Marco Island, Fla. and 
Sarasota, Fla. and plan to 

visit the Florida Keys, 

Orlando, Fla. and 

Nashville, Tenn. in the months to come. 
The Buster’s have taken Fai to tour 
many local attractions including the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in 


Hollywood and the Big Cypress 
Reservation. 

In Big Cypress, they showed 
her how to drive a car, practicing around 
the area and also attended Big Cypress 
Representative David Cypress’ birthday 
bash. 

“I met so many people but my 


(L-R) Meg Buster, Porama “Fai” Jeeradig and Paul Buster. 


favorite part of the party was the Rod 
Stewart impersonator,” Fai said. 

She also enjoyed singing the 
“Baby don’t go” song with Paul Buster 


and the Cowbone band during the Indian 
Day festivities in Hollywood. 

Fai enjoys drawing, playing 
tennis and shopping for Roxy clothes. 

She says that her main objec- 
tive while participating in the exchange 
student program is to master the English 
language. As a bonus, she has also 

learned a few words in the 
Miccosukee language. She 
is also enthusiastic about 
learning more of the 
Seminole culture as well 
as different foods. Her 
favorite is the Seminole 
pumpkin bread. 

Fai is an advocate 
of the Pacific Intercultural 
Exchange (PIE) program. 
The program facilitates 
exchanges for high school 
students from almost every 
comer of the world. 

In order to 

become a host family/par- 
ent, one must pass a thor- 
ough screening. Students 
are also screened before 
their acceptance. They are 
selected based on their 
academic excellence and 
extracurricular interests. 
Interviewers identify indi- 
viduals who demonstrate a 
curious, responsible, out- 

going and adaptable 

nature. 

If you are interested in partici- 
pating in the PIE program, you may visit 
them at www.pieusa.org or call (888) 
743-8721. 


Adelsa Williams 


Meet the Tribal Smoke Shop Management Department 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD 

The tribal smoke shop manage- 
ment department is located on 
the third floor of the 
Hollywood headquarters build- 
ing and is managed by tribal 
citizen Elsie Bowers, Snake 
clan. Tribal citizen Judy Jones 
and dedicated fellow co-worker 
Kathy Gutierrez serve as her 
assistants. 

In 1979, the first 
smoke shop was opened in the 
Hollywood reservation. Since 
the inception of this board 
enterprise, operations have 
grown steadily and there are 
eight smoke shops today. The 
department supervises about 45 
full time and part time cos- 
tumer service employees who 
work throughout the smoke 
shop locations. 


The tribal smoke 
shops also handles the vend- 
ing machines in the Coconut 
Creek Casino, Hard Rock 
Casinos and Hollywood, 
Brighton and Immokalee 
Casinos. 

The successful ven- 
ture into the cigarette busi- 
ness has been exemplified by 
the lucrative returns of the 
Davie Boulevard and Sample 
Road shops. The remaining 
shops contribute to this suc- 
cess, but, do so on a nominal 
scale. As a whole, the tribal 
smoke shops account for a 
large percentage of the 
board’s total income. 

The smoke shops 
are successful enterprises and 
will continue to be such for 
the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. 



Adelsa Williams 

(L-R) Kathy Gutierrez, Judy Jones and Elsie Bowers. 


❖ Micco 

Continued from page 1 

Seminole Police department and has 
been placed temporarily in the front desk 


at the Hollywood headquarters building 
to train with co-worker Larry Hamilton. 

“The Seminole police depart- 
ment has received me well and we’re 
excited that a tribal member wanted to 
work with them,” said Micco. 


Next week Micco will be train- 
ing with a sworn police officer in a 
patrol car and he will be visiting the 
Broward County jail to experience and 
learn how the Broward Sheriff Office 
handles their situations. 

Prior to becom- 
ing a police service aide, 
Micco owned his own 
flooring business and also 
worked for about seven 
years at the Housing 
Department, handling the 
maintenance repairs to 
properties on the reserva- 
tion and considers work- 
ing for that department “a 
learning experience.” 

Also, during the 
strenuous hurricane sea- 
son in South Florida this 
year, Micco joined the 
group of volunteers who 
worked with the hurricane 
response team. He trans- 
ported Seminole senior 
citizens to and from the 
Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel for shelter. 

Micco is married 
to tribal citizen Loretta 
Micco, assistant to board 
representative David 
DeHass, and is the proud 
father of one son, Jerome 
Jumper, who currently 
resides in South Carolina. 



Adelsa Williams 


Hollywood Council Representative Max Osceola Jr., Seminole Police Service Aide Vincent 
Micco, Seminole Police Service Aide Fran Poux, BSO Sheriff Officer, and Hollywood Board 
Representative David DeHass. 



Susan Etxebarria 

Christie with her husband Earle and son Hunter. 


Seminole Sheds Light on 
New Business Venture 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Christie (Gopher) 
Strickland and her husband, Earle, said they 
made a business decision last December that 
has changed their lives. Christie, a 37-year- 
old mother of three who was also a two-time 
Brighton Princess in her teens, and who 
worked 1 5 years for the tribe, has gone out 
on her own. 

Now she and her husband are the 
proud owners of a fabulous home interiors 
store in Okeechobee City, Fla. called 
Fantasy Lights. The store itself is a trendy 
boutique infused with the warm glow of 
fabulous lamps and lights. Its mesmerizing 
atmosphere inspires ideas about decorating a 
home with one of the beautiful brand name 
lamps that hang in artistic clusters from the 
ceilings. 

Strickland, a member of the 
Panther clan, worked hard for three months 
designing and building a powerfully appeal- 
ing store interior before opening the doors in 
December 2003. She and her husband creat- 
ed an atmosphere where you want to buy the 
minute you walk in the door and 
Strickland’s warm smile and friendly per- 
sonality makes you feel at home. 

The light bulb that switched on in 
the couple’s heads to open a lighting store in 
Okeechobee City came from having to make 
numerous long trips to Home Depot in Fort 
Pierce while they were building their own 
home. When they wanted special lighting, it 
was a trip to the coast. 

“There was nothing like this in 
Okeechobee,” said Strickland. 

She admits to following in her sis- 
ter Selena Billie footsteps. Billie also started 
a business in Okeechobee City in June 2003 
called The Grind, a skateboard shop. 

Strickland knows there are just a 
few Brighton Seminoles in the retail busi- 
ness and she wants to succeed and hopefully 
even expand some day to owning a chain of 
stores. 

“I do this for my family,” she said. 
“I hope one of the kids will take over a suc- 
cessful business one day.” 

She remembered her first job as a 
child at the age of 14 working for the tribe 
under the Jobs Partnership Training Act. 
Becoming an entrepreneur is a big step for- 
ward in her life. However, the young couple 


has bet that hordes of people building luxury 
homes in the Lake Okeechobee region will 
want to buy their lights as long as they offer 
competitive prices. 

Right now it is hard times for all 
the stores in Okeechobee due to many hurri- 
cane closures. 

“We were doing very well before 
the hurricane, but we had to close part of 
August and we were only open six days in 
September,” said Strickland’s husband Earle. 

Strickland said she really enjoys 
owning the business, but it is also stressful. 
She said the money and energy they have 
invested has been an enormous risk, but 
they have things you can’t find anywhere 
else, including: original pieces, top brands, 
and high-quality decor. It is known as a 
“lighting and fan showroom” and many of 
the items are special ordered out of catalogs. 

In the past, Strickland has worked 
at the tribe’s fish farm, at the preschool, the 
recreation program and her most recent and 
longest lasting job, as a school bus driver. 
But, she came to the point where she wanted 
a job that would give her more flexibility as 
a mom, to be able to take her kids to their 
sports practices and go to their games. 
Owning her own business has allowed her 
that freedom. 

She said she is very happy working 
indoors on the store accounts, ordering mer- 
chandise, and greeting customers. At the 
store she can also keep closer to her three 
youngsters, all of whom attend local 
Okeechobee Schools and come each day to 
the shop after school is out. This way she 
can keep an eye on the kids who are grown 
up enough to spend most of their time there 
doing their homework until it is time to pack 
up and go home with mom and dad for the 
dinner hour. 

Her husband Earle works electrical 
jobs besides attending to shop matters so he 
is in and out during the days. 

This is not a story about a business. 
It is as story about some people taking life a 
step forward in their personal and economic 
growth. Christie Strickland’s is an example 
of spreading light in many ways. 

Fantasy Lighting is located at 415 
SW Park Street, Okeechobee, Florida, (863) 
697-3224. 


Criminal Defense 



606 WtS'I SUGAKLAJMD HWY, 
Ct FW1STON, Fl ORIDA 


T he Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983- LAWS (5297) 


♦ 

DU I 
VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic violence 
Family law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 
♦ 
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Iretta Tiger 


Birthday girl Keyah Osceola, 18, makes a wish and blows out the candles, 


A Hard Rock Birthday Bash To Remember 

By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — “ I feel like 
I’m at my own wedding,” said Keyah 
Osceola, as she cut her impressive birth- 
day cake. “All I’m missing is the groom.” 

One can certainly understand 
why she’s feeling like a bride. To cele- 
brate her 18th birthday, Osceola’s family 
threw her a pool side birthday party at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel that could eas- 
ily pass for a wedding reception. 

Tables were beautifully decorat- 
ed in purple and pink with unique center- 
pieces of flowers and feathers. It sounds 
like it could be over-the-top girly but 
you’d have to see it to understand. Huge 
letter balloons read Happy Birthday 
Keyah decorated the stage and tables area. 

There was also a lounge area with tables, 
lamps and square platform beds with 
cushions. 

Another interesting detail is the 
chocolate covered strawberries, instead of 
using dark or milk chocolate Hard Rock 
chefs used white chocolate and several 
layers of chocolate. Each layer was a dif- 
ferent color and a part of each layer was 
exposed the result was a strawberry with a 
coat of Seminole colors! 

Native American rapper Quese 
kicked off the party with an energetic per- 
formance. Quese can also break dance, 
which is what he did during the next per- 
formers’ show. 

Closing the evening was the one and only 
Elvis, well the next best thing anyways, an Elvis 
impersonator complete with costume changes and 
dancers. He had the women, yes even Seminole 


women, swooning. Though some tried to play it off 
they were giddy when receiving a scarf from him. 

Elvis gave the birthday girl a teddy bear, 
which she cuddled during the party. In the words of 
Elvis himself; happy birthday to a beautiful and spe- 
cial girl. 



Iretta Tiger 


Keyah Osceola recieves a birthday kiss from Elvis. 


Bright Future Ahead for Graduates 
Curtis and Austina Motlow 


Story by Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — In front of an auditorium 
full of family members and friends, Curtis and 
Austina “Tina” Motlow received their high school 
graduation diplomas along with their fellow class- 
mates on Sept. 29. 

They both attend the Mel Blount Private 
School in Vidalia, Ga., which held its commencement 
program on the campus of nearby Southeastern 
Technical College. The students wore blue caps and 
gowns with blue and white tassels as they marched to 
Pomp and Circumstance. The stage was beautifully 
prepared with massive ferns and blue and white deco- 
rations. 

Curtis Motlow is the son of Virgil Benny 
Motlow of Immokalee and Gladys Guzman of 
Tampa. Both of his proud parents attended the cere- 
monies with his siblings and grandfather, who despite 
the long trip, would not have missed this opportunity 
for anything in this world. 

Tina Alexis Motlow is the daughter of 
Bonnie Motlow from 
the language and cul- 
ture department in 
Hollywood. Tina was 
also a member of her 
Uncle Robert and Aunt 
Jo North’s extended 
family with whom she 
spent a great deal of 
time during her youth. 

She said it meant a lot 
to her to have her 
mother, Aunt Jo, grand- 
mother, brother Austin 
and other siblings pres- 
ent for this special 
event in her life. 

The Mel 

Blount School not only 
meets the academic 
needs of its students, 
but offers a full support 
system round the clock. 

It is a small school in 
intimate surroundings 
on the outskirts of 
town. The students 
sometimes share with classmates but often enjoy their 
own rooms. When they are not in class, they all have 
their assigned chores around the school which teach- 
es them responsibility and self-sufficiency. 

Everyone attends therapy and group sessions 
where they help each other deal with life’s daily chal- 
lenges. Residents range from fourth through twelfth 
grade with the older students mentoring the younger 
children whenever appropriate. As one enormous 
family, it is not all work and no play. They attend 
sporting events, movies, community activities, shop- 
ping sprees, and pursue their own interests and hob- 
bies. 

Because of the school’s size and curriculum, 
they are unable to offer an organized sports program. 
However, they do have forms of recreation and the 
students entertain themselves with impromptu games 
during their free time. 

Tina enjoys watching most sports, but is par- 
tial to soccer and also routes for the Miami 


Hurricanes. Curtis has always enjoyed both playing 
and watching football and calls the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers his team. 

When it comes to academics, surprisingly 
enough, both Curtis and Tina found math to be their 
favorite subject. Even though it wasn’t always easy, 
Tina said she enjoyed the challenge that math offers. 
Curtis believes business math is not only interesting 
but he will put it to good use in his planned career. 

Extra curricular activities went in different 
directions for both students. Curtis was not only into 
sports and reading, but achieved the position of Youth 
Chairman and served his companions well. 

Tina is intrigued with various forms of art 
and has done a considerable number of sketches. She 
recently produced a picture of the world depicting the 
eight clans. It was placed on display in Hollywood at 
the Indian Days celebration. Tina shows great poten- 
tial and we look forward to seeing more of her work 
and possibly sampling some of her poetry. 

With graduation behind them, Curtis and 

Tina are enrolled at the 
Southeastern Technical 
College and will con- 
tinue their residency at 
Mel Blount School for 
the present. Tina is 
pursuing a degree in 
criminal justice and 
looks forward to 
becoming an attorney. 
She will probably com- 
plete her basic educa- 
tion courses at 
Southeastern and then 
transfer to a larger uni- 
versity to obtain her 
law degree. 

Tina’s ultimate 
goal is to fill a legal 
position with the 
Seminole Tribe. Curtis 
is enrolled in marketing 
management where he 
will examine all phases 
of the business world 
before settling into any 
specific field of indus- 
try. He also expects to transfer at some later date to a 
larger university. 

Upon receiving his degree, he would like to 
acquire business experience with an established cor- 
poration such as the Seminole Tribe. His ultimate 
goal would be a financial venture to secure his future 
and that of his fellow tribal members. 

Both students have the intelligence, determi- 
nation and integrity to achieve their goals. Neither of 
them are concerned with the hard work ahead and in 
fact, look forward to the future. Curtis and Tina want 
to take this opportunity to thank everyone who have 
supported them. 

They are very grateful to the staff at Mel 
Blount and cannot express enough how much they 
appreciate the difference the school has made in their 
entire outlook on life. Having their families present to 
share in their graduation, gave them an overwhelming 
feeling of pride and accomplishment and a reason to 
continue in their new life style. 
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Adelsa Williams 

Elsie Bowers (left) and other tribal citizens review voting information about polling sites, dates and times. 


Hollywood Community Prepares 
for Presidential Elections 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — On Tuesday October 
26, a group of organized tribal citizens held two vot- 
ing counseling sessions in the Hollywood reservation. 
These sessions were coordinated in hopes to reach 
out to tribal citizens and stress the issue of making 
the native vote count. 


the significance of each of the eight constitutional 
ballot initiatives. 

Seminole preschool language instructor, 
Herbert Jim, assisted by translating to tribal citizens 
in the Miccosukee language. 

During a luncheon at the hot meals building, 
tribal senior citizens were counseled on the choices 
they have on Election Day. 

Discussions began with presenting the 
options of making an absentee vote or 
simply asking for assistance to make it 
to the polls. 

Tribal citizen Jo-Lin Osceola 
assisted seniors during the presentation 
and volunteered to assist those who 
decided to make an absentee vote. 
Wanda Bowers also volunteered to 
accommodate anyone needing trans- 
portation assistance. 

The Hollywood community 
was addressed as well on the same day 
during the evening hours at the 
Hollywood headquarters’ office audi- 
torium. During both events, a video 
demonstration of the voting machines 
that will be used during the election 
was conducted, to avoid any technical 
confusion at the voting polls. 

Flyers were distributed with 
information on the voting poll sites, 
dates and time for the early voters and 
understanding the registration card. 

In attendance were 
Hollywood Council Representative 
Max B. Osceola Jr., Board Representative David 
DeHass and Travis Trueblood, General Counsel to 
The Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 



Adelsa Williams 


Hollywood Council Representative Max Osceola Jr. 


Tribal citizen Gloria Wilson explained to 
attendees the names of the candidates running for 
president of the U.S., senatorial seats, and discussed 
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Surprise Birthday Party For Sally To mmie 


By Jaime Restrepo 

HOLLYWOOD — Oct. 15 was a day of 
surprise for Sally Tommie as she walked into what 
she thought would be a staff lunch meeting at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. Instead, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and his staff orchestrat- 
ed a surprise luncheon for Sally in celebration of her 
birthday, which passed a couple of days ago. 

Fifteen people attended the luncheon 
presided by Chairman Cypress. Also attending were 
Vice Chairman Moses Osceola, Big Cypress Council 
Representative David Cypress, as well staff mem- 
bers and advisors from the Chairman’s Office. 

Sally showed surprise as she entered the 
meeting room, which was the perfect setting for the 
occasion. Her friends and co-workers were already 
there, waiting to greet her with a big, warm ’’happy 



Jaime Restrepo 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress says a few nice words 
about birthday girl Sally Tommie. 



Jaime Restrepo 

(L-R) Shawn Henderson, Sally Tommie, and 
President Moses Osceola. 


birthday.” 

The Chairman greeted and thanked all for 
attending, and proceeded to commemorate Sally’s 
birthday, further adding how key a role she has 
played in the office, for the Tribe, as well as her won- 
derful and well-spoken ability to represent the Tribe. 

Each person present took the opportunity to 
express their feelings and friendship to the birthday 
gal, citing her graciousness and steadfastness. 

Sally was overwhelmed by the show of 
affection and thanked everyone for sharing the 
moment with her. She is a true believer in long and 
steady friendships, and expressed her deep gratitude 
for the wonderful moment and to be surrounded by 
her close friends. 

Happy birthday Sally! 


Seminole Police Department Crime Statistics 

September 2004 


Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

Number of 
Offenses 

Total Value 
Property 
Stolen 

Total 

Arrests 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Caucasian 

Black 

American 

Indian 

Asian 

Murder 












Sex Offense 

1 

0 










Robbery 

4 

4940 

3 

1 


1 

1 


3 



Aggravated Battery 












Battery 

23 


22 



20 

2 

15 

3 

3 

1 

Burglary 

3 

$ 1,528 










Larceny 

27 

$ 13,966 

4 



3 

1 

4 




Motor Vehicle Theft 

4 

$ 83,000 




1 



1 




Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests 

Drug Type 

Amount 

Value 

Marijuana (grams) 

102.8 

$588 

Cocaine (grams) 

6.69 

$102 

Crack Cocaine (grams) 

2.6 

$25 

Alprazolam / Xanax (pills) 



Oxycodone (pills) 



Oxycontin (pills) 



Crystal Methamphetamines 



Other Narcotics (pills) 




Classification of 
Offenses 

Total 

JUVENILES 

ADULTS 

RACE 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

White 

Black 

American 

hefen 

Asian 

DUI 

4 



3 

1 

3 


1 


Stolen Property 

2 



2 


2 




Weapons Violation 










Liquor Law Violation 

1 



1 


1 




Miscellaneous 

23 

1 


19 

5 

18 

1 

5 


Drugs (Possession / Sale) 

26 

1 


21 

4 

15 

3 

8 
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Cuetec® Cues Florida Classic 
Women’s Professional Billiards 
at Seminole Hard Rock 


Event is sanctioned by 
Women 's Professional 
Billiard Association 

By Alina Viera 

HOLLYWOOD — Some of the 
biggest names in the world of women’s 
professional billiards like Allison Fisher, 
Jeanette Lee “The Black Widow,” Karen 
Corr and Vivian Villarreal “The Texas 
Tornado,” will roll into the Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino for Cuetec® Cues Florida 
Classic Dec. 2-5. 

The Midwest Classic Champion 
and number-one ranked Allison Fisher 
“Duchess of Doom” will go head-to-head 
for some exciting action against the likes 
of Karen Corr, U.S. Open and 9-Ball 
champion; fourth-ranked Jeanette Lee and 
Seminole Indian Tribe of Florida spon- 
sored Vivian Villarreal. 

Tournament play occurs in the 
club, Thursday and Friday Dec. 2-3 from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and 6 p.m.-ll:30 p.m. 
with doors opening at 9 a.m.; Saturday 
Dec. 4 at 3 p.m., 5 p.m. and 7 p.m., with 
doors opening at 2 p.m. and Sunday Dec. 

5 at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3:30 p.m. and 5:30 
p.m., with doors opening at 10 a.m. 

Tickets went on sale Friday Oct. 
29 at noon. Prices are $10 for general 
admission and $20 for VIP on Thursday 
and Friday and $15 for general admission 
and $30 for VIP on Saturday and Sunday. 


Entrance passes/tickets include all day 
admission for both sessions daily. No 
four-day, all event passes will be sold. 

Tickets for the September 9-12 
tournament are redeemable for the same 
corresponding day. Event dates, details 
and ticket prices subject to change with- 
out notice. All tickets subject to applica- 
ble service charges and can be purchased 
at the Seminole Hard Rock Box office 
(hours are Tuesday-Saturday 12 p.m.-7 
p.m., Sunday 12 p.m.-4 p.m.), through all 
Ticketmaster outlets, online at www.tick- 
etmaster.com or by calling (954) 523- 
3309 in Broward, (305) 358-5885 in 
Miami-Dade or (561) 966-3309 in Palm 
Beach. 

The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino is South Florida’s leading enter- 
tainment destination, with an average 
daily payout of $5.9 million at its 
130,000-square-foot casino that features 
live action poker and the most popular 
gaming machines, including “Wheel of 
Fortune,” “Little Green Men,” and 
“Blazing 777.” 

The 500-room hotel offers sever- 
al restaurants and lounges, a 1 6,000- 
square-foot grand ballroom, a full-service, 
European-style spa and an adjacent com- 
plex of shops, restaurants and nightclubs. 

The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino is located on State Road 7 (U.S. 
441) just north of Stirling Road in 
Hollywood, Florida. For more informa- 
tion, call (954) 327-7625. 


Celebrate Native American Day at UM 


Festivities will take place 
Tuesday Nov. 16 at the University of 
Miami. Schedule of events: 10 a.m., wel- 
come from the office of admission, 1 1 
a.m., optional campus tour, 12 p.m., lunch 
hosted by UM, group performances 
including Inca Spirit, and 2 p.m., spoken 
word event “Share your Peace.” 

“Share your Peace” is an open 


mic event for all to share their expressions 
through storytelling, poetry, song and/or 
dance. Interested parties, please contact 
Kandice Ezell at kezell@miami.edu or 
(305) 284-5714. 

For details and to RSVP for the 
tour and lunch, please contact Nikki Chun 
in the Office of Admission at 
nchun@miami.edu, or (305) 284-5722. 


Tickets on Sale Friday Nov. 5th 
for Shows by Hall & Oates 


By Gary Bitner 

HOLLYWOOD — Tickets go 
on sale Friday Nov. 5 at noon for two 
December shows by Hall & Oates-includ- 
ing a New Year’s Eve Show at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. The 
shows are slated for Thursday Dec. 30 at 
9 p.m. and Friday Dec. 31 at 10 p.m. 

Daryl Hall and John Oates are 
the most successful recording duo in his- 
tory, selling more than 40 million albums 
and landing 29 singles in the top 40. Their 
string of major hits dates to the ‘70s and 
includes “She’s Gone,” “Sara Smile,” 
“Rich Girl,” “Kiss On My List,” “Private 
Eyes,” “I Can’t Go For That (No Can 
Do),” “One on One,” “Maneater,” “Out of 
Touch” and “Do It For Love.” 

Originally from Philadelphia, 
Penn., Hall & Oates launched a new 
album on Oct. 26. “Our Kind of Soul” 
includes timeless classics like “Standing 


In The Shadows Of Love,” “I’ll Be 
Around,” “Use Ta Be My Girl,” and 
“Rock Steady.” Amazon.com says it “can’t 
miss.” 

Tickets are $75 for the Dec. 30 
show and $150 for the New Year’s Eve 
show. Seats are reserved and may be pur- 
chased at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino Box Office, open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 12 p.m.-7 p.m. 
and Sunday from 12 p.m.-4 p.m. 

Tickets also are available at all 
Ticketmaster outlets and online at 
www.ticketmaster.com. Charge by phone: 
Miami-Dade (305) 358-5885, Broward 
(954) 523-3309, and Palm Beach (561) 
966-3309. 

The show is scheduled for The 
Club at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. Doors open one hour before each 
show. Tickets are available at Will Call 
two hours before each show. 


Calling All Vendors for 
Music Festival 

Submitted By Peggy Osceola 

Food, singing, crafts, basketry, doll making, 
woodcarving, canoe making, leather work, patchwork, 
beadwork for demonstration and sale are needed for the 
South Florida Folk and Acoustic Music Festival on 
Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 15-16. 

The festival will take place at Easterlin Park, 
1000 NW 38th St, Oakland Park, Fla. There is no cost 
to be a vendor. If interested or have questions, please 
call the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum development depart- 
ment at (954) 965-2424, Ext. 151, ask for Peggy. 

For more information, please visit: www.south- 
floridafolkfestival.org . 


Happenings at the 
Seminole Coconut Creek 
Casino in November 

Nov. 5: Comedian Lewis Black 

Nov. 6: “Disco Divas Reunion” featuring the 
First Ladies composed of members from several 1970s 
super- groups, including Chic (“Le Freak” and “I Want 
Your Love”), Sister Sledge, (“We Are Family” and 
“He’s The Greatest Dancer”), and singers Anita Ward 
(“Ring My Bell”) and France Joli (“Come To Me”). 

Dec. 9: Back by popular demand The 
Chippendales all-male review. 

We’ll be giving away 1,000 turkeys to our VIP 
customers on Nov. 21 from 2 p.m.-8 p.m. 

Singer/Songwriter Lee 
Greenwood Celebrates 
Veterans Day with Patriotic 
Concert at Hard Rock 

Submitted By Julianne Carelli 

HOLLYWOOD — Join singer/songwriter 
Lee Greenwood in celebrating Veterans Day with a 
free patriotic concert at the Hollywood Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on November 1 1 . begins 
at 7 p.m., and is free and opened to the public. 

Best known for what has become one of 
the most recognizable patriotic songs in the nation, 
“God Bless the USA,” Greenwood is one of the 
most acclaimed artists internationally. Greenwood’s 
new album, “Stronger Than Time,” is his 24th 
album. 

His earlier songs including “It Turns Me 
Inside Out,” “Ring on Her Finger,” “Time On Her 
Hand,” and “Ain’t No Trick” became hits in the 
country music industry. 

Greenwood has won numerous awards 
including the Country Music Association’s Male 
Vocalist of the Year Award, a Grammy for Best 
Male Country Vocal Performance, the American 
Country Music Male Vocalist of the Year award and 
Song of the Year by the Country Music Association 
for penning the words and music to “God Bless the 
USA.” 

The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
is South Florida’s leading entertainment destination, 
with an average daily payout of $5.9 million at its 
130,000-square feet casino that features live action 
poker and the most popular gaming machines, 
including Wheel of Fortune, Little Green Men, and 
Blazing Sevens. 

The 500-room hotel offers several restau- 
rants and lounges, a 16,000-square foot grand ball- 
room, a full-service, European-style spa and an 
adjacent complex of shops, restaurants and night- 
clubs. 

The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
is located on State Road 7 (U.S. 441) just north of 
Stirling Road in Hollywood, Fla. For more informa- 
tion, call (954) 327-7625 or Julianne Carelli at (954) 
327-7504. 
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mation for the Seminole Hard 
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Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 

Casino, Tampa (813) 627-7707. 
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— Doug Hoppe, Director of 

• 

Marketing 




Native American Day 

Celebrate with us at the 

University of Miami 
Tuesday, November 16, 2004 


Schedule of Events 

10am Welcome - Office of Admission 

11am Optional Campus Tour 

12noon Lunch - Hosted by UM 

Group Performances, including Inca Spirit 
2pm Spoken Word Event*: '‘Share your Peace" 


For details and to RSVP for the tour and iunch r 
please contact 
Nikki Chun 
Office of Admission 
e-mail: nchun@miami.edu 
Ph: 305-284-5722 


jpfllcera word event, "Share your Peace" is an open mic fora!/ 
to share thefr expressions through storytelling, poetry , song and/or 
dance. If you are Interested In participating, please contact Kandice 
Ezelf at or 30S-284-S714 . 

Or call Dora Bell, Higher Education Advisor (954) 284-5714. 
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Barbara Boling 


Moffitt Cancer Center & Research Institute staff and the mobile mammogram bus. 


Brighton Clinic Sponsors Breast 
Cancer Awareness Luncheon 




By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — “The second lead- 
ing cause of death among Native Americans 
is from Cancer,” said Marlene Rivera, com- 
munity outreach worker for the Moffitt 
Cancer Center & Research Institute. “There 
are five breast cancer survivors among the 
Brighton community, which is quite a few for 
a community this size.” 

Rivera, and her medical associate 
Aileen Rodriguez, came from their Tampa 
offices to talk about a serious health problem 
that scares most women. They spoke with 
Brighton women, and a few men, attending 
the Oct. 7 Breast Cancer Awareness 
Luncheon hosted by Brighton Health Clinic 
to encourage Seminole women to learn about 
detecting breast cancer early. 

“This is not to instill fear. This is to 
instill knowledge,” said Rivera. “With cancer, 
we do not have any signs until it is advanced 
so that is why early detection makes a differ- 
ence.” 

She added that breast cancer is one 
disease that can be diagnosed early enough to 
save lives. 

The goal of the invited speakers 
from this prestigious Tampa clinic was to 
convince Brighton women of all ages to take 
mammograms yearly and do self-check ups 
monthly. 

“We know that early detection of 
cancers saves lives. Among minority women, 
whether they are Indians or Hispanics, one of 
the things we find is that the survival rate is 
less because they catch it late,” said Rivera. 

She said 80 percent of tumors found 
are not cancerous. However, breast cancer is the most 
commonly diagnosed cancer among women in the 
U.S. Rivers added that as a woman ages, her risk of 
breast cancer increases. 

At the luncheon, the speakers from Moffitt 
Cancer Center & Research Institute handed out facts 


Barbara Boling 

Addie Osceola (center) with Moffitt Cancer Treatement Center out-reach staff. 


Barbara Boling 

Leanna Billie learns some important facts at the luncheon. 


sheets and materials while the excellent meal was 
served to a full house. They also demonstrated how 
to do a monthly breast self-examination. 

“With cancer you do not have any signs 
until it is too late so that is why early detection 
makes a difference”, said Rivera. 

To assist Brighton women, the health clinic 
had arranged for 
Moffitt’ s mobile mam- 
mogram bus to come 
with their x-ray techni- 
cians to take exams right 
there in the clinic’s park- 
ing lot. By noon, 23 
women had taken advan- 
tage of the opportunity to 
get checked and protect 
their health. 

This extremely 
interesting event was 
organized by Brighton 
Clinic Health Educator 
Barbara Boling as a 
Breast Cancer Month 
activity. If you missed 
this vital information and 
want to learn what you 
can do to practice early 
cancer detection, please 
contact Boling at the 
Brighton Health Clinic at 
(863) 763-0271. 


Beware of E. coli, a Food Bourne Illness 


By Hristu Chepa, Environmental Health Specialist 

E. coli is an illness that affects hundreds of 
Americans every year. The name E. coli refers to the 
Escherichia coli bacteria. Although most E. coli lives 
in the intestines of healthy humans without any dan- 
ger, a specific strand of this bacterium does cause ill- 
ness. 

The strand that has brought all the attention 
to this bacterium is the E. coli 0157:H7. According 
to Center for Disease Control (CDC) this strand caus- 
es about 73,000 cases of infection and 61 deaths in 
the U.S. alone. 

E. coli 0157:H7 can be contracted from sev- 
eral different sources. The most common source is 
from beef. This organism is found in the intestines of 
healthy cattle and can contaminate the meat during 
the slaughter. Other sources of contamination are 
non-pasteurized milk and cider, salami, sprouts, let- 
tuce, and swimming in or drinking sewage contami- 
nated water. E. coli can be passed from person to per- 
son if proper hand washing is not practiced. 

E. coli 0157:H7 infection most often causes 
bloody diarrhea and abdominal cramps. However, in 
children young that five, elderly persons, and 
immunocompromised people, it can cause a more 
severe condition called hemolytic uremic syndrome, 
in which the red blood cells are destroyed and the 
kidneys fail. 

There are also long term effects due to this 
complication. In a small percentage of people that 
have had hemolytic uremic syndrome, high blood 


pressure, seizures, blindness, paralysis, and bowel 
removal is experienced in this sensitive group of peo- 
ple. 

Despite the dangers of this illness, the pre- 
vention can be executed with a little knowledge. 
Ground beef should always be cooked until it reaches 
160 degrees Fahrenheit, or if a thermometer is not 
available, until the meat is completely brown. 
However, note that one in four hamburgers brown 
before it has cooked to a safe internal temperature. 

Purchasing a thermometer will ensure the 
recommended 1 60 degree temperature is reached and 
bacteria are completely killed. 

The consumption of non-pasteurized milk 
and juices should be avoided. Always keep the raw 
meat away from ready to eat food in the kitchen to 
avoid cross contamination. Hygienic methods, such 
as washing and/or scrubbing hands for 20 seconds 
with soap and hot water, should be practiced regular- 
ly to avoid person-to-person spread of the bacteria. 

The detection on this infection can be easily 
tested at the doctor’s office. The patient should 
request that a stool sample be taken if a sudden 
bloody diarrhea is noticed. However, only two to 
seven percent of infections lead to serious complica- 
tions. 

Since the human body is equipped with an 
excellent immune system, most people recover with- 
out antibiotics or other specific treatment in five to 
10 days. 


The Basics of Booster Seats 


By Officer Angie Margotta 

I know, I know. Getting a six year old, who 
has been riding in the car like a “big kid,” back into a 
child seat is no easy task. But now there’s consider- 
able evidence that keeping older kids in booster seats 
until they reach a small-adult size reduces injuries 
and saves lives. 

When children wear adult safety belts too 
soon, their internal organs can be injured if the belts 
ride up and slice into their stomachs in a crash. If 
shoulder belts are put behind their backs, their torsos 
can jackknife forward, increasing the chance of head 
and abdominal injuries. 

More than 80 percent of four-eight years in 
30,000 car crashes studied by State Farm Insurance 
and Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia were improp- 
erly restrained in adult-size safety belts. And the 


results were often tragic. 

Booster seats rise children up off the seat to 
position them in adult belts properly. These special 
seats are recommended for kids who weigh 40-80 
pounds and are intended for use in the back seat of 
vehicles that have a three-point lap/shoulder belts. 

Children can usually safely use adult belts in 
the back seat once they reach a height of four feet 
nine inches and weigh 80 pounds. Remember, chil- 
dren younger than 1 3 should never ride in the front 
seat of a car that has air bags. 

Booster seats are available at many major 
department stores that carry children’s products. If 
you have any questions or concerns, please feel free 
to contact Seminole Police Department Officer Angie 
Margotta at (954) 967-8900. 


Rez Hosts Potluck Dinner and 
Fire Safety Presentation 


By Billie Napper 

IMMOKALEE — On 

Wednesday Oct. 20, the Immokalee reser- 
vation had its potluck dinner at the gym 
with a presentation by the Seminole 
Fire Department on fire prevention 
and safety. Various community mem- 
bers brought home-cooked food for 
the potluck dinner. 

Fire Inspector Dave Logan 
stressed the importance of having 
smoke detectors and making sure 
they are in working order. This 
means if the smoke detector is bat- 
tery operated, the batteries should be 
replaced twice a year. 

He suggested replacing the 
batteries when you set your clock ahead 
or back. Logan also encouraged commu- 
nity members to review their escape plan and make 
sure all children know the escape plan and a desig- 
nated meeting place, so it is easy to verify that every- 
one is out of the house. He reiterated that no one 


should ever go back into a burning 
building. 

Logan emphasized that there 
is no belonging worth risking your 
life, and that it is the Fire 
Department’s job to go in and get 
people out. The fire fighters are 
equipped with breathing equipment, 
which is critical since most fire 
related deaths are really due to 
smoke inhalation. 

The two fire fighters, 

Michael Mirabile and George 
Auscencio, showed the children how to 
use a fire extinguisher to make it the 
most effective. They also allowed the 
children to use the fire hose so they could 
see the strength of the water. After the 
presentation, all the junior firefighters were 
given fire hats, which they wore proudly. 

The community potluck dinners have been 
well attended and seem to be fun for the community 
members who participate. 



Do you feel like you eat way too much during the holidays? 
Do you get those holiday blues? 

Do you need motivation to workout? 


You are officially invited to join us for 
Health’s Holiday Wellness Program beginning November 22! 




You’re gonna love it! 
Small Steps, Big Rewards 


For more information, please contact your reser- 
vation’s nutritionists: 

Hollywood: Doris Nicholas-Mir (954) 962-2009 
Big Cypress: Cari Saldin (863) 983-5798 
Brighton: Beth Skinner (863) 763-0271 
Immokalee: Charlotte Porcaro (239) 657-6038. 



Oct. -Nov. 

Pedometer Contest 

Nov. 30tli 

Hollywood Diabetes Carnival 

Nov.-Sept. 

Adult participation in weekly Life- 
style Balance education classes 

Nov.- Feb. 

Youth participation in weekly health 
education and nutrition classes 

-Bii ghto u Rill oil t Pro gram , All fa dike e 
SdiooLHwd Boys and Girls Club, 

Immokalee Youth Center 

Jan. 22nd 

Reservation Rally 5K Race 

(Big Cypress Reservation) 

Jan.-Sept. 

Wei slit Room Orient ation ( 'Adults Only) 
Contact Fitness Department 

863-902-3200 ext. ~1243 

Spring 

Diabetes Family Camp 

July 

Wellness Conference 


U FESTYLE BALANCE PROGRAM . . . 
PREVENTI NG Dl AB ETES A FAM I LY AFFAI R 


Lifestyle Balance classes will provide a 
I ifest yl e co ach t o hei p make t he changes 
you need to improve your health. Lose 
Vi/eight! reduce stress! improve fitness! 
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Adelsa Williams 


Doris Dolgner (second from left) and friends with their Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki guide and goodie bags. 


* Tourist 

Continued from page 1 

She was also very excited to be 
able to bring her 14-year-old grandson 
along as it was his first visit to the U.S. 
and said he was “very nervous” during 
the first ever plane ride. 

The next day, Dolgner and her 
party were greeted by Cindy Malin, com- 
munications manager and Tom Gallaher, 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum development and 
promotions coordinator, who gave them 
their schedule of activities for the next 
few days. 

During their tour of the Big 
Cypress reservation the Dolgner party 
were treated to various cultural activities, 
starting with a tour of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum, airboat and buggy ride at the 
Billie Swamp Safari, critter, snake, bird 
and alligator wrestling shows as well as 
the night stay in the safari’s guest house. 

Conveniently for the Dolgner 
party, Buddy Novak of Gatortrax 
Adventure Tours was recruited as a trans- 
lator during the tour. 

At the museum the visitors were 
each presented with a gift bag full of 
Seminole goodies. They also enjoyed a 
few meals at the Swamp Water Cafe 
where they got to try one of the native 
items in the menu, the tasty gator bites. 

The Florida Seminole tourism 
department sponsored the trip to promote 
travel to Fort Lauderdale and the 
Seminole tribal landmarks. 

Billie Swamp Safari Marketing 
Director Lucy Evanicki said she considers 
these promotions very successful as they 
reach out to potential visitors to increase 
traffic at the Seminole attractions and the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 



Adelsa Williams 


The Dolgner party enjoyed their stay at the Hollywood 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 


South fr'i arida’s number one country western nightclub and restaurant 




The Round Up is South Florida's 
number one country western nightclub 
and restaurant. We're open Wed. through Sun., 6 p.m. to 4 
a.m., with four full-liquor bars and seven gourmet dinners 
served all night. 



With good food, great 
music, a large dance floor, 
the best entertainment, 
the most outrageous drink 
specials, and rooms 
packed full of beautiful 
people, a good time is a 
sure thing at 'The World 
Famous Round Up". 


*Free entry with your Tribal I.D. Card 


The Round Up is located at: 
9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 
(Southwest Corner of 1-595 
and Pine Island Road in the 
Pine Island Plaza). 

Cal I (954) 423-1990 
or visit us at 

www.roundupcountry.com. 



Billy L. Cypress Honored At Sixth 
Annual American Indian/Alaska 
Tourism Conference 



Photo courtesy of Peggy Osceola 

(L-R) Sandra Necessary, Tom Gallaher, Jerry Rayala, Lee Tiger and Leslie Kedelty. 


Submitted by Peggy Osceola 

GREEN BAY, WI — The development 
department of Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, a member of 
the American Indian/Alaska National Tourism 
Association (AIANTA), was a sponsor at the 
American Indian Tourism Conference on September 
27-29, at the Oneida Nation Radisson Hotel and 
Conference Center in Green Bay, Wisconsin. The 
Oneida Nation, Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council, Inc. 
and the Native American Tourism of 
Wisconsin co-hosted the conference. 

Each year the AIANTA 
organization strives to create a signa- 
ture event where Indian tourism pro- 
fessionals can gather to network, 
develop their professional capabili- 
ties, share information, and leverage 
resources for tourism development in 
Indian Country. The tourism industry 
is a viable form of economic devel- 
opment for tribal communities striv- 
ing for economic self-sufficiency. 

AIANTA attempts to expand 
Indian business opportunities in inter- 
national and domestic tourism mar- 
kets, promote potential benefits of 
tourism to tribal communities, 
expand a collective voice on Indian 
tourism issues, create a unified effort 
and understanding for tourism within 
tribal communities, create a collabo- 
rative partnership between the Indian 
tourism industry and the international 
tourism industry to promote quality 
experiences and services to tribal 
lands, provide technical assistance to 
tribal groups interested in tourism 
development. 

As tribal nations, we have the unique oppor- 
tunity to participate in an industry where we can pro- 
mote our cultural heritage, tribal homelands, entrepre- 
neurs, and enterprises to a worldwide audience with- 
out compromising our traditional values. 

Some notable achievements for Indian 
tourism over the past year include the establishment 


of the Oneida Tourism Department, Oneida, WI, the 
opening of the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
in Hollywood and Tampa, Fla., the See Native 
American Program at ITB-Berlin, Germany, organ- 
ized by the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the 
Dine Tourism Corridor Project, funded by the Small 
Business Administration, Navajo Nation. 

Some of Florida’s attendees were delayed by 
the recent hurricane Jeanne. Among them were Peggy 
D. Osceola and Tom Gallaher. Osceola, of the 
Development Department of Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum, presented a slide presentation of Billy 
Cypress’ life to the AIANTA attendees who have 
known Billy since the orga- 
nization’s inception. Many 
friends of the late Billy 
Cypress, including the for- 
mer President of AIANTA, 
gave gifts in his honor to 
members of his family who 
were in attendance. 

Billy was on the 
board of the American 
Indian Alaska Native 
Tourism Association since 
its beginnings in 1999, and 
served as president in 2002 
and 2003. Members of 
Billy’s family included his 
daughter Sonya Cypress, his 
sisters Agnes Motlow-Billie 
and Sally Buster, and his 
niece Diane Buster. 

“I thoroughly 

appreciated meeting Billy’s 
associates and friends in 
Green Bay,” said Sonya 
Cypress. “Thanks to them 


for the warmth and hospitality extended to our fami- 

iy.” 

Peggy D. Osceola, Development Specialist 
of Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, presented a moving pres- 
entation of Billy’s life to the conference delegates. 

Dr. David Gipp, president of United Tribes Technical 
College in Bismarck, North Dakota, also spoke about 
his work with Billy on the AIANTA board of direc- 
tors. 


Tom Gallaher, on behalf of Billy Cypress, 
accepted a prestigious award from the United States 
Department of Commerce, U.S. Commercial Service, 
an Export Achievement Certificate presented to the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida for Recent 
Accomplishments in the Global Marketplace! 

The closing reception continued an AIANTA 
tradition of having next year’s host 
close out the conference. The closing 
reception was presented by the 
Seminole Hard Rock, 2005 
Conference Host, to give a sneak pre- 
view of what’s in store for the 2005 
conference in Hollywood, Florida. 

Ingrid A. Schenk, from the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, 
coordinated the wonderful closing 
reception. A Kenney Rogers guitar 
and a Seminole vest were raffled off, 
as well as gifts given to AIANTA 
organization key staff. A local band 
played rock and roll music as the 
attendees sampled some South 
Florida cuisine. An exciting video of 
the construction and clips of TV 
news releases of the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino was shown to 
entice attendees to come to 
Hollywood, Florida for the next 2005 
AIANTA conference. 

M The Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino Hollywood is hon- 
ored to serve as the host of the 2005 
AIANTA conference, scheduled for 
Sept. 25-29, 2005," said Doug 
Pattison, President of Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. 

"We are confident that AIANTA members 
will enjoy the many exciting activities on property, 
including the restaurants and shops of Seminole 
Paradise, Hard Rock Five, and the Seminole Museum 
and amphitheatre. Our team looks forward to partner- 
ing with the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum in delivering a 
successful and memorable conference next year," 
added Pattison. 

Many excited Tribal attendees from various 
tribes all over the United States commented that they 
have been waiting to come down to South Florida 
and now have a reason to! 


rr ■ 
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Photo courtesy of Peggy Osceola 


NCAI President Tex Hall spoke at the AIANTA conference. 



Sam Hutchinson 


Miss Indian Nations XIII Bobbi Rae Sage greets members of Billy 
Cypress’s family. (L-R) Sonya Cypress, Agnes Motlow, Sally 
Buster, Diane Buster, Ms. Sage and Mike Metoxin, Oneida Nation 
of Wisconsin. 
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Education ♦ Emahaayeeke ♦ Kerretv 


Penn State University 
Offers Fellowship 


Submitted by the American Indian 
Leadership Program 

UNIVERSITY PARK, PA - 

Penn State University is offering gradu- 
ate fellowship to American Indian and 
Alaska Native students interested in 
becoming school principals. Participants 
will earn a masters degree in education- 
al administration with principlalship 
certification. 

The fellowships are affiliated 
with Penn State’s nationally recognized 
American Indian Leadership Program. 
The program is supported by a grant 
from the U.S. Department of Education. 

The primary purpose of this 
project is to prepare American Indians 
and Alaska Natives, throughout the 
course of three years, to be affective 
school principals in schools that serve 
significant numbers of Indian students. 
Students will be recruited nationally and 
take principlalship jobs through out the 
country. 

The three-year project will 
include two years on the campus of 
Penn State University completing the 
requirements for a master’s degree in 
education administration with princi- 
plalship certification followed by a year 


of induction services in the field. 

Students will attend seminars, 
take courses, and participate in intern- 
ships that prepare them to be school 
principals. Emphasis will be on being an 
effective principal in schools that serve 
a large number of American Indians and 
Alaska Native students. Leadership 
development will be a constant focus. 
Induction activities during the third year 
will help ensure a successful and effec- 
tive transition from the Penn State aca- 
demic program to being a principal in a 
school. 

Applications are now being 
accepted for the 2005 spring semester. 
The fellowships include a monthly 
stipend of $1,775 per month, dependen- 
cy support, tuition, textbooks and relo- 
cation allowances. 

For more information contact 
Dr. Tippeconnic, American Indian 
Leadership Program, Suite 300 Rackley 
Building, University Park, Pa. 16802, or 
at (814) 863-1626 orjwt7@psu.edu by 
e-mail. Dr. Susan Faircloth from the 
American Indian Leadership Program 
can be reached at (814) 863-3775 or 
sef2@psu.edu by e-mail. 


You’re Invited to Our Book Fair 


By Yudit Lam, Branch Librarian 

HOLLYWOOD — Parents, 
mark your calendars so you will not 
miss our Scholastic Book Fair. We are 
celebrating “Read, White and 
Blue-Reading is All American” from 
Nov. 15-19 at the Dorothy Scott 
Osceola Memorial Library. 

Our book fair gives you and 
your children the opportunity to buy 
books and products at affordable prices. 
You’ll enjoy all of the excitement. 

Some of the books offered at our fair 
include “Duck for President” by Doreen 
Cronin and Betsy Lewin, “The Slippery 


Slope” by Lemony Snicket and 
“Hatching Magic” by Ann Downer. We 
would love for you to come and make 
your choices in person. 

At our book fair, we’re offer- 
ing you the chance to give the gift of 
reading. You can share the joy of read- 
ing with our special gift certificates 
program. They are perfect for your chil- 
dren, teachers, and friends. 

Our Scholastic Book Fair will 
be a great event for everyone. We invite 
you to attend and look forward to see- 
ing you. Happy Reading! 


Important Information for New 
and Expectant Parents 


Having a baby is a wonderful 
occasion. It is also a very busy time. 
Therefore, the health department would 
like to remind you that it is necessary 
for you to register your newborn for 
health services as soon as possible after 
the baby is born. 

The payment of 
the medical bills will be 
delayed until the registra- 
tion process has been com- 
pleted. Please bring the fol- 
lowing documents to one 
of the health clinics listed 
below to register: Birth 
Certificate, Social Security 
Card, Seminole Tribe of 
Florida membership 
card/letter, and the parent’s Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Membership card 

Since some of the required 
documents may be unavailable at the 
time of birth, the Health Department 
will allow registration of your newborn 
and will provide health services to your 
child from birth to 6 months of age 


pending receipt of these documents. 

Non-resident tribal members 
may telephone one of the health clinics 
to request a registration package be 
mailed to them. 

If you need assistance, please 
contact the patient services 
coordinator at the health 
clinic in your area. The 
patient services coordinator 
will be happy to assist you 
and guide you through the 
registration process. 

Here is a list of 
the reservation clinics and 
contact persons: 

Hollywood Health Clinic, 
3006 Josie Billie Avenue, 
Hollywood, Florida 33024, Karen Lee, 
(954) 962-2009; Big Cypress Health 
Clinic, HC61 Box 40A, Clewiston, 
Florida 33440, Wendy Powers, (863) 
983-5151; Brighton Health Clinic, 

Route 6, Box 589, Okeechobee, Florida 
34974, Gail McClenithan (863) 763- 
0271. 



To All Seminole High School Seniors 

The department of education invites you to a campus visit at Haskell Indian 
Nations University. 

Departing Date: Friday November 12 
Returning On: Sunday November 14 
We will attend a football game against Langston University 

For more information please call your reservation education advisor or 

Dora Bell, Higher Education Advisor, at (954) 233-9541 or (954) 989-6840, Ext. 

1311. 


John Thorpe Osceola Receives Student Award 


By Linda Knee, Education Advisor 

HOLLYWOOD — John Thorpe Osceola, 
kindergarten student at Gloria Dei Lutheran Academy, has 
been awarded the academic and all-around student for the 
month of October. He had perfect attendance and excels in 
Spanish. 

Osceola’s teacher, Ms. Talbot, said he comes to 
school with a smile on his face, and is Mr. Popularity. In 
addition to his school work, he will be starting tennis les- 
sons this month. 

John is a very caring brother and watches over 
his sister Faith Audrey Osceola who is in Pre-K 3. His dad 
Gem Thorpe Osceola and mom Linda Osceola are very 
excited about this award. 

The education department would like to congrat- 
ulate his parents, Gem Thorpe Osceola and Linda 
Osceola, who have taken an active role in his school 
preparation. A solid foundation will benefit their son 
throughout school and is reflected in his kindergarten per- 
formance. 

Congratulations go out to Gem Thorpe Osceola and 
Linda Osceola for their outstanding parenting skills; and 
of course John Thorpe Osceola for his outstanding per- 
formance. We look forward to many more. 



Gem Thorpe Osceola 


John Thorpe Osceola displays his award with his teacher Ms. Talbot 
and school Principal Robert H. Sanger. 


Debra Johns: Enjoying Life at the Library 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — When Debra 
Johns, 49, was hired in 1992 by her for- 
mer boss, Library Director Norman 
Tribbett, to work at the Billy Osceola 
Memorial Library on the Brighton 
Reservation, she never thought she would 
end up running the library 1 3 years later. 

After Tribbett retired, Johns was 
promoted to head up the library. While 
she does not possess a degree in library 
science like her colleagues at major public 
libraries, has earned all the credentials 
one needs to maintain 
this first rate library. 

Learning on the job and 
attending many job-relat- 
ed conferences and semi- 
nars, Johns is now the 
assistant library director 
under the supervision of 
Librarian John Frasier, 
who oversees all of the 
five libraries established 
by the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

“The tribe has 
always been great organ- 
ization to work for,” said 
Johns. “I was green 
when I started, but I was 
given a lot more oppor- 
tunity than I would have 
had working somewhere 
else on the outside. This 
is not a stagnant posi- 
tion. I have been able to 
grow in a career; to have 
real professional 
growth.” 

Working for the 
tribe as an assistant 
librarian has much per- 
sonal meaning for her. 

Married to Norman 
Johns and mother of 
three children, Norman 
Eric, Jo “Boogie” and Holly Osceola, she 
says as their own kids grew up they were 
taught to value an education. 

“I have always known that edu- 
cation is the key to everything; to me the 
library is a central key to getting that edu- 
cation,” she said. 

Johns said there has been a 
“remarkable increase in adult use of the 
library in the last 1 0 years” and that more 
kids are coming to the library during the 
summer months. 

The Brighton library, founded in 
1976, was the first branch established by 


the tribe. It is also the repository of rare 
books found nowhere else. 

“We have a lot of Native 
American learning and research materials 
and an extensive Seminole collection,” 
Johns said. “Universities and libraries 
send researchers to us. We have quite a 
number of authors that have acknowl- 
edged the library in their research.” 

What Johns enjoys the most is 
exposing the children to the library and 
enthusing them about reading books. The 
school kids in the Pull-Out Program 


attend a history class at the library with 
Willie Johns on Fridays and the Brighton 
Preschool Program brings the young tots 
over for a story hour almost daily. 

“We actually wrote into the 
library budget money to bring in a magi- 
cian, a story teller, clowns form Lake 
Placid,” she said. “That’s the best part of 
my job. Many kids I have had in the past 
for story telling are graduated from school 
now.” 

Johns worked on the expansion 
of the library when several years ago the 
800-square foot addition doubled the size 


at no expense to the tribe. The United 
Methodist Volunteers in Mission that built 
the original library provided the addition. 
The library also has eight internet connec- 
tions so computer technology is available 
for everyone. 

Johns said she is grateful for the 
wonderful staff that works with her at the 
library: Shirley Sampson, Denise 
Girtman, Betty Billie and Willie Johns. 

“It takes everybody here to run 
this library efficiently,” she said. “Each 
has their own library specialty.” 

Johns is a 
graduate of Moore 
Haven High School and 
was born and raised in 
Lakeport, Fla. before 
marrying Norman. Her 
life in Brighton has 
been a full and happy 
one. As a family, they 
have been very 
involved in rodeos with 
her kids excelling in the 
sport. In fact, her daugh- 
ter “Boogie” is compet- 
ing in the National 
Finals in break- away 
and roping in October. 
With five 

grandchildren, and one 
on the way, she said she 
likes to sew for the 
grandkids. Johns said 
she has always enjoyed 
reading, books, people 
and kids. That is why 
Johns is good at what 
she does. 

When she 

attends workshops and 
library conferences, she 
is surprised to discover 
that she does it all. 
While some librarians 
specialize in certain 
areas, like being solely a children’s librar- 
ian, she says that this smaller library has 
made it possible for her to learn every 
aspect of the field, from being a 
researcher, a story teller, maintaining the 
catalog, to ordering the books, and more. 

“I will always be grateful to 
Norman Tribett because he gave me a 
chance,” she said. 

Johns said once she apologetical- 
ly told Librarian John Frazier that that she 
did not have the degree. He replied to her, 
“anyone who has worked in the library 
field as long as you have is a librarian.” 



Susan Etxebarria 

(L-R) Assistant Librarian Shirley Sampson and Assistant Library 
Director Debra Johns. 


2004-2005 Hollywood PAC Meeting Schedule 


November 11 at 12 p.m. 
December 9 at 6 p.m. 
January 13 at 12 p.m. 
February 10 at 6 p.m. 
March 10 at 12 p.m. 
April 14 at 6 p.m. 
May 12 at 12 p.m. 
June 9 at 6 p.m. 


Meeting locations will be 
announced ahead of time. Please be 
advised that sign in sheets will be col- 
lected after the first 20 minutes of the 
meeting. 

Parents please be sure to sign 
up for volunteer work during the 
Halloween Carnival and Parent/Teacher 
Appreciation Dinner. 


For more information on PAC 
meetings please contact PAC President 
Robert Frank (954) 914-0682, Vice 
President Janine Osceola (954) 605- 
0868, Secretary Leah Osceola (954) 
444-3900, or the education department 
(954) 989-6840. 



Even a fish wouldn’t get caught if it kept it’s mouth shut. 

Protect yourself from making a mistake 
Practice these simple phrases ! 

No, you ean'f search my car. 
No, you can 1 1 search my home. 
No, T don't want to talk with you and I 
don't want to cooperate with you. 

You can call my lawyer. 

If you have 

-Been searched without yuur permission 

-Had yiHirnirHi'Jin'JHil without permisKmn 

Boon pulled over for no reason 
-Had police walk into your house without 
a warrant 

-TT>j(l DCF or I hr Polk*: liy In jjlJ in. your 

home without a warrant; 


Call us now. Protect your rights. 

Once you give them up you never get them back. 
Call Guy Seligman 954-760-7600 2.4 hours a day 


The: hiring ciT ;a Lawyer t; rjia iri|>::rl;jiil di*:t;km Lli;jl :;b:ajkl I:-:: Ixixix! sukily i.pmi ;ylvi:rlisiur>::fil. Guy J. Sdkjrmn 
wcirkuil ;e; ;j O: : r I i H l : i : L-::f_|;sl Inlcani in IxiLh Hr:- SluluAilniriizy rind Pubic: DMliuidiafM nffiinzs 1 D11U ;jnd Dnmvird Cminly; 
ii! M;e; tirx:u in private: pnidjcx: Tor 1 ft ynunt. I In graduated fmni bkivri ^miUmiEilnm Univnniily Lnw jitn>::l in 19 G 7 . ; jiicI 
wcis ;*lniilL.::d *::■ lln:- Timid;] Bar ri 191 :-! 
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Sports Ham-pa-leesh-ke Vkkopvnkv 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Susan Davis, Cris Marrero and Maria Billie enjoying a friendly game. 


Scrabble Tournament 


Dram Many Players 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The library 
and education departments in 
Immokalee joined forces to produce a 
Scrabble Tournament on Friday Oct. 15. 
As hosts, they planned an educational, 
fun-filled afternoon and evening with 
tables of Up Words, and junior, youth 
and adult Scrabble games. 

The recreation department gra- 
ciously funded the entire event. 


Because of the enthusiastic 
turn-out of contestants, organizers 
selected the gym for the tournament. 
The activities started as soon as the stu- 
dents returned from school and enjoyed 
a quick trip to the refreshments. The 
buffet table included pizza, pork and 
gravy, rice, fedeo, beans, and home- 
made tortillas. 

Librarian Cris Marrero moni- 
tored the events, distributed awards and 
armed with a huge dictionary handled 
all challenges. Norita and Jaime 
Yzaguirre, Gale Boone, Rhonda Nunez 
and Maria Billie helped set up the game 
tables and oversee the youth competi- 
tion. 

Results of the tournament are 
listed below. 

Junior Scrabble 

Kindergarten: Jon Jimmie, 


Jillian Rodriguez, Destinee Jimmie and 
Ozzie Holdiness, Dennis Gonzales. 

Up Words 

Grade 1 : Lauren Pasada, 
Kenny Davis Jr., Nehi Roberts. 

Grade 2: Alexis Jimmie, 
Vanessa Billie, Ashley Faz, Jade Tapia 
and Larissa Delarosa. 

Youth Scrabble 

Elementary, Table 2: Taylor 
Boone, Jessie Holdiness, Troy 
Davidson. 

Elementary, Table 
5 : Jennifer Holdiness, Trey 
Boone, Julissa Arreguin. 

Elementary, Table 
8: Chad Motlow, Jordan 
Rodriguez, Taylor Fulton, 
Alexis Aguilar. 

Middle School, 
Table 7: Jasmine 
Holdiness, Randy Osceola, 
Tyler Davidson, Mallori 
Sanchez. 

Middle School, 
Table 3 : Joseph Rodriguez, 
Bonnie Davis, Mela Billie, 
Rebecca Osceola. 

Middle School, 
Table 4: Spencer Jock, 
Allen Venzor, Allen 
Hernandez, Cody Motlow. 

Middle School, 
Table 6: Anthony 
Hernandez, Jessica 
Osceola, Cassandra 
Jimmie, Dee (Dante). 

High School, 
Table 1 : Mark Arriaga: 
Jonathan Rodriguez, Josie 
Davis, Daniel Yzaguirre. 
Adult Scrabble, 
Table 1 : Mark Jock, Gale Boone, 
Maxine Jock, Michelle Osceola. 

Adult Scrabble, Table 2: 
Jimmy Wayne Holdiness and Maria 
Billie, Lorraine Posada, Susan 
Davis. 

Adult Scrabble 

Table 3: Jamie Yzaguirre, 
Norita Yzaguirre, Dennis Gonzales and 
JD. 

Table 4: Ray Yzaguirre, Eric 
Grimaldo, Roy Garza Jr. 

Table 5 : Cecilia Pequeno, 
Jennifer Ramos, Lazara Marrero, Elsa 
Zamora. 

Late Comers Table: Kenny Joe 
Davis and Mario Posada, Cris Marerro 
and Brenda Martinez. 

Top Scorers 

Youth: Joseph Rodriguez. 

Adult: Cecilia Pequeno. 



Judy Weeks 


Nehi Roberts checking out his favorite part of the 
Scrabble tournament. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Mark Jock, Maxine Jock, Gale Boone and Michelle Osceola were just 
some of the competitors who came out to play Scrabble. 



Upcoming 
Southeastern 
Circuit Finals 
Rodeo 

Reminder to every- 
one, the Southeastern Circuit 
Finals Rodeo will be held 
Nov. 12-14 at the Fred Smith 
Arena on the Brighton 
Reservation. 


First Annual PCA Rodeo and Barbecue/Chili Cook-Off 


— 

4 1 



Judy Weeks 


Gary Mcinturff holds the winning chili cook-off trophy for 
his wife, Diane, as she accepts her ribbon and cash award 
from Benny Motlow. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The 

Immokalee Seminole Youth and Livestock 
Ranch was the host to the First Annual 
Professional Cowboy Association (PCA) 
Rodeo and Barbecue/Chili Cook-off on 
Sept. 17-18 at the John Jimmie Memorial 
Arena. As their first major production, it 
was a definite success. 

Activities got underway Friday 
evening at 6 p.m. with Noe Anzualdo and 
his Country Band entertaining the crowd 
while watching the children’s foot race. 
Approximately 30 youngsters entered the 
arena and competed in three age groups 
for prizes. 

Two-year-old K. J. Davis was too 
young to compete, but delighted everyone 
as he ran the hill length of the arena twice 
trailing behind the racers and cheering for 
himself. Each age group received awards 
through third place. 

The foot races were held again 
Saturday evening prior to the rodeo. A1 
Curry served as announcer and assisted 


Jaime Yzaguirre in judging the races. 

At 7 p.m. a table was set up 
beside the bleachers for a hot dog eating 
contest. Armed with a tray of hot dogs 
and a bottle of water, the contestants were 
allotted two minutes to consume as many 
hot dogs as possible. 

They were divided into three age 
groups with the winners as follows: 6-9- 
years-old: Jordan Rodriguez, Joshua 
Puente and Kenny Joe Davis Jr.; 10-13 - 
years-old: Kevin Chainey, Bonnie Davis 
and Javier Avilla; 14-16-years-old: Josie 
Davis and Allen Hernandez. 

When the contest was over, 
everyone had come to the same conclu- 
sion: no hot dogs for a very, very long 
time! 


Saturday morning at 10 a.m. the 
Barbecue/Chili Cook-Off got underway. 
Each contestant provided their own grill, 
meat and condiments. By 1 p.m. the 


mouth watering entries 
were ready for the 
judges. It was a hard 
job, but somebody had 
to do it! 

The judges, 

Javier Jimenez, Tim 
Lanham, Jean 
Martinez, George 
Asencio and Judy 
Weeks, were presented 
with one rib at a time 
from each entry and 
asked to evaluate it in 
secret. All of the 
entries were extremely 
moist, tender and had 
a flavor all their own. 

Some had sauce and 
others relied on sea- 
soning to enhance that 
flavor. 

After careful consideration, the 
winners were as follows: 1. Russell 
Spriggs, 2. Paulette Bowers/Ciscero 
Osceola, 3. Adam Sanchez. 

When the decision had 
been announced the entrants were 
identified for the first time. Despite 
every effort imaginable they could 
not be persuaded to divulge their 
secret ingredients. 

The chili cook-off had only 
one entry and therefore an obvious 
conclusion. Diane Mcinturff took 
first place. The judges agreed that 
this was unfortunate because after 
tasting her chili, it was obvious that 
she would have given any competi- 
tion a run for the money. 

The PCA Rodeo was a two 
day event that took place on Friday 
and Saturday evenings 
with slack being run 
on Saturday morning. 

The PCA territory 
covers the 

Southeastern United 
States with approxi- 
mately 3,000 mem- 
bers. Marki Rodeo 
Company was the 
stock contractor for 
the performance and 
Marty Johns is the 
PCA rodeo producer in 
South Florida. 

A special attraction 
for both evenings was 
Damon Wilson, the 2003 
Southern Pro Bull Riders 
Funny Man of the Year. 

Wilson, who had come all 
the way from Osark, Ala. entertained the 
audience with his antics and jokes both 
nights. 

The rodeo performance started 
with Junior East Indian Rodeo 
Association Queen Shelby Osceola carry- 
ing the American Flag while the crowd 
stood for Johnny Cash’s rendition of “Old 
Glory.” Former EIRA Queen Ayze Henry 
led the grand entry parade around the 
arena. The 
announcer, Mike 
Barkley, kept the 
audience informed 
both nights and 
provided assistance 
to Damon Wilson 
while he enter- 
tained. 

There 
were numerous 
entries in all cate- 
gories with the fol- 
lowing results: steer 
wrestling: Omar 
Anito, Robbie 
Chalfont; break- 
away roping: 

Ashley Booth; girl’s 
barrel racing: Lara 
Dewees, Andrea 
Cannon, Ashley 
Reed, Jamie Long; 
bareback racing: Steve Vause, Heath 
Crum, Thomas Raulerson; saddle bronc 
riding: Issac Diaz, Andy Neil, calf roping: 
Clay Loftos, Gene Fulford, Kevin Peaden; 


team roping: T.J. Smith/Blain Taylor, 
Chance Wright/Joe Hipp, Blain 
Taylor/R.T. Harrington, Brent 
Aldoff/Ranch Brown, Danny 
Garcia/Derek Davis; bull riding: Jake 
McIntyre, Cody Brugh, Buckshot 
Morrison. 

The Immokalee Seminole Youth 
and Livestock Ranch and 4-H Club want 
to thank the Immokalee Seminole Casino 
and the Tribal Council and Board of the 
Seminole Tribe for making this weekend 
of activities possible through their spon- 
sorship. A portion of the proceeds was 
donated to the hurricane relief effort and 
the balance went to the 4-H program. 

Additional Sponsers were: B & L 
Hardware and Tire, Jack Queen 
Construction, Inc., Spooner Insurance 
Agency, Inc., Langford Ford, Buddy’s 


Home Furnishings #3, Florida Community 
Bank, Florida Drilling, Inc., and Taps 
Automotive. 

On Oct. 15, members of 4-H 
Club met with Diane Martinez of the 
Immokalee Red Cross and presented her 
with a check for $400 to assist the hurri- 
cane victims. Martinez expressed grati- 
tude on behalf of the Red Cross and she 
offered her services to 4-H for future edu- 
cational clinics, which could include CPR 
instruction and baby sitting protocol. 

Youth Ranch Director Benny 
Motlow was instrumental in organizing 
the entire operation and supervised its 
production. The whole event could not 
have taken place without the volunteer 
efforts of the 4-H participants and their 
parents. 

Immokalee Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar was extremely pleased to 
see the wonderful community involve- 
ment. Youth members operated the drink 
facility and helped with the counter in the 
concession stand. They collected admis- 
sions, handled gates, helped with trash 
pickup and ran errands. These fine young 
people provided an abundance of assis- 
tance both days. 

The 4-H parents supervised the 
youth effort and volunteered in all key 
positions. They accepted responsibility for 
food preparation and supplied adequate 
help in the concession stand and worked 
as custodians on the grounds. 



Judy Weeks 


Russell Spriggs shows off his first place tro- 
phy ribbon and cash reward in the barbecue 
rib cook-off. 



Judy Weeks 


Damon Wilson, Souther Pro Bull Riders Associaion 2003 
Funny Man of the Year, entertained the crowd with his antics 
both on Friday and Saturday. 



Judy Weeks 


Immokalee 4-H presents hurricane relief check to 
Red Cross representative Diane Martinez (center). 


Annual Native American Sports Association Meeting Replays 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Seminole recreation and sports depart- 
ment held their annual conference and 
board meeting for the Native American 
Sports Association (NASA) and Native 
American Youth Organization (NAYO) on 
Oct. 8 at the Seminole 
Hard Rock Casino & 

Hotel. The sports commit- 
tee is made up of five dif- 
ferent tribes, which make 
up the board. They belong 
to NASA, who gathered to 
discuss business issues fac- 
ing the association. 

Moses “Bigg 
Shot” Jumper Jr., Bo 
Young, Stan Frischman, 
and Steve Young from 
sports and recreation acted 
as principles, hosting this 
annual sports association 
conference. 

“Unifying our 
tribes through athletics” 
was the motto of the five 
tribal board member 
groups assembled at this 
year’s meeting, represent- 
ing the Cherokee, Choctaw, Poarch Creek, 
Seminole and Seneca tribes. 

The morning meeting generated 
discussions on NAYO events and fol- 
lowed in the afternoon with NASA events. 
Most of the discussion focused on rules, 
schedules and logistics for sporting tour- 
naments sponsored by this sanctioning 
body. 

A considerable amount of time 


was dedicated to a proposal for expansion 
to more tribes and more sports activities, 
such as volleyball and soccer, since they 
seem to be increasing in popularity. Some 
of the other topics of concern included 
voting on eligibility rules and establishing 
and enforcing a uniform code. 


Some of the invited guests from 
the Hollywood recreation department 
spoke to the sports association board 
members about the coaching and adminis- 
trative activities they enjoy performing 
daily on behalf the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

Another big topic for NAYO 
was: What should youth sports focus on? 

Moses Jumper Jr. discussed how 


tribes have to be federally recognized to 
join the association and other eligibility 
requirement issues. After these issues 
were presented and discussed with many 
viewpoints considered, they took a vote 
from the board members. 

After all the business had been 
concluded, Moses 
Jumper Jr. introduced a 
video called “Biggs, 
Bloopers, Blunders and 
Wrecks,” created by the 
Seminole broadcasting 
department. It included 
several video clips of 
live action rodeo shots. 
The footage included 
youngsters riding on top 
of fast-charging mutton 
sheep, and showing a 
few of their tumbles. 

Then it was 
time to show the big 
bull riders and bronco- 
busters performing like 
real champions do at the 
big rodeos, only there 
were more big chills, 
thrills, and spills. These 
videos were especially 
entertaining because the soundtrack that 
was chosen was superb and matched the 
action of the rodeo video clips. 

After the conclusion of the video, 
that everyone attending seemed to enjoy, 
it was decided unanimously by the board 
to adjourn until the next meeting, which 
will be held in Alabama, in Oct. 2005. 



Felix Dobosz 


(L-R) Recreation Department employees Bo Young, Stan Frischman 
and “Bigg Shot” Jumper Jr. at the sports association meeting. 
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Michael Kelly 

Ready, set, hike! The Seminole Panthers take on the Miami Dolphins. 


* Seminole Flag Football Team Shows Promise 




By Michael Kelly 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL — 

With the help of head coach Terry 
Tartsah and his assistant coaches, the 
Seminole Panthers flag football team is 
off to a running start. The eight-game 
season begins in October and runs 
through late -November. 

This collection of young foot- 
ball players is poised and eager to 
show off their football skills to family 
and friends. The team plays in the 
Pasadena Lakes Optimist League in 
Pembroke Pines. The finely manicured 
field is located about 10 minutes from 
the Hollywood reservation and is a 
great place to watch the children play. 

The team currently wears the 
blue, black and white trimmed uni- 
forms of the NFL’s Carolina Panthers, 
the Super Bowl runner-ups from last 
season. Next year, the teams will 
switch to college uniforms, and guess 

what uniforms the Seminole players 

have chosen? The Florida State 
Seminoles of course! 

The team is made up of 16 children, ranging 
in age from 6-8-years-old. The 2004 Seminole 


Cheering on the Panthers. 


Michael Kelly 

Patricia Wilcox with son Neko Osceola (left) and Ethan Cypress. 


Panthers are: Ethan Cypress, Rayce Noah, Neko 
Osceola, Cameron Osceola, Kenny Descheene, 

Devan Bowers, Ty Pierce, Whiteriver Dillon, Kyler 
Bell, Tous Young, Rhett Tiger, Luke Baxley, Timmy 
Cox, Dorian Jumper, Eden Jumper, and 
Tyson Osceola. 

Neko Osceola played a terrific 
game, scored two touchdowns. The 
speedy running back raced 35 yards for 
one score and seven yards for another. 
Patricia Wilcox, Neko’s mother, was 
even more excited after her son scam- 
pered to the end zone. 

“Neko loves all sports,” 
Wilcox said. “He plays football, bas- 
ketball, and baseball. He’s fearless out 
there on the field and really enjoys it.” 

Although the Panthers come 
up a little short in this particular game, 
coach Tartsah was encouraged at what 
he saw. 

“Em proud of all of you 
tonight,” said Tartsah. “You played 
hard and didn’t give up.” 

If you are interested in watch- 
ing these young gridiron stars play, 
Michael Keiiy please contact Coach Terry Tartsah at 
(954) 605-5098 for the team’s schedule. 



Michael Kelly 

The Panthers get ready to call a play. 


2005 Rodeo Queen Candidates 
Sought For Championship Rodeo 


Submitted By Susan Neuman 

HOMESTEAD FL — The Homestead 
Rodeo Association invites girls to throw their 
Stetson in the arena to compete for the rodeo 
queen title for the 56th Annual 
Homestead Champion Rodeo. 

To be eligible, rodeo queen 
must be between 15-21 years of age. 

Sign-up day will be Saturday Nov 
13, between 9 a.m.-l p.m. at the Doc 
DeMilly Rodeo Arena at Harris 
Field, U.S. 1 and SW 312 Street. 

Rodeo Queen Contest 
Coordinator Brenda Tyre will be avail- 
able to interview candidates and answer 
questions about the contest. 

The candidate who sells the most 
advanced tickets to the rodeos on January 28, 29, and 
30 is named rodeo queen and reigns over the rodeo, 



rodeo parade, and all Homestead Rodeo Association 
events all year until a new rodeo queen is chosen the 
following year. 

Organizations sponsoring rodeo 
queen hopefuls will receive 10 per cent of 
their candidate’s ticket sales. 

“We like to encourage clubs, 
civic organizations and other non- 
profit organizations to sponsor a can- 
didate,” Tyre said. “This is an excel- 
lent way for them to raise funds and 
help their girls.” 

In addition to reigning over 
the rodeo events, the winner receives 
scholarship money, a trophy belt buckle, 
western clothes, jewelry, and flowers. 

For more information call Brenda 
Tyre at (305) 247-3515. 
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Seminole Hard Rock Holds Night of Championship Boxing 



Oscar De La Hoya 
Presents: Boxeo De 
Oro 


Adelsa Williams 

Heavyweight Kendrick Releford wins by unanimous decision. 


Pawloski punishes Mills. 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

newly developed Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino in Hollywood hosted 
another successful boxing promotional 
event on Thursday Oct. 28 that was 
aired live on HBO Latino Boxeo de 
Oro, Spanish for “Gold Boxing,” box- 
ing series. 

Oscar De La Hoya’s Golden 
Boy Promotions in association with 
Warrior’s Boxing Promotions, promot- 
ed the seven bout card that drew a mas- 
sive crowd and brought much excite- 
ment to the fans. 

The announcer recognized the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress Council 
Representative David Cypress and 
Hollywood Council Representative 
Max B. Osceola Jr. 

The boxing event attracted 
many members from the World Boxing 
Organization’s (WBO) convention, 
which was going on that week at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel. 

In attendance were WBO 
heavyweight champ Lamon Brewster, 
WBO Junior Middleweight Champ 
Daniel Santos, Welterweight Zab Juda, 
Middleweight Daniel Edouard, 
Heavyweight Lance “Mount” Whitaker, 
International Boxing Federation (IBF) 
Light Heavyweight Champ Glen 
Johnson, Cruiserweight O’Neill Bell, 
Daniel Ponce DeLeon, WBO 
Straweight champ Ivan Calderon, and 
actor Steven Segal. 

Undisputed Champ Bernard 
Hopkins and hall of famer Oscar De La 
Hoya sat side by side during the show. 
The two fought a competitive match 
last September in a showdown in Las 
Vegas, Nev. 

The opening bout was between 
Light Heavyweight Daniel Judah from 
Brooklyn, New York and Ray Barry 
from New Brockton, Ala. Judah defeat- 
ed Barry by technical knockout in the 
sixth round. 

In a four round bout, Junior 
Welterweight Tom Mills of Vero Beach, 
Fla. challenged Johnny Pawloski of 
Philadelphia, Penn. 

Mills came out of his corner 
like a pit bull with no bite, attacking 
Pawloski fiercely but was surprised 
when Pawloski came back at him land- 
ing blow after blow. Mills seemed star- 



Adelsa Williams 



Adelsa Williams 

Welterweight Steve Walker loses to Osorio by TKO in round three. 


tied by the retaliation and did not react 
as fierce as he came out, forcing the 
referee to stop the fight. 

Pawloski won his first match 
by technical knockout in the first round. 

Warrior’s newly-signed 
Welterweight Francisco Osorio from 
Barranquilla, Colombia battled Steve 
Walker from Hannibal, Mo. After some 
solid work, Osorio beat Walker by TKO 
in round three. The overwhelmed 
Colombian threw himself on the ground 
when the fight was stopped, realizing 
he had won his first ever fight in the 
U.S. after just being here for two 
weeks. 

Another Colombia native, 
Lightweight Felix Lora from Miami, 
Fla. fought to a draw against Meacher 
Major from the Bahamas. 

Canadian Cruiserweight Dale 
Brown defended his North American 
Boxing Organization (NABO) title 
against Jermell Barnes of Rochester, 
N.Y., to a match that lasted all 12 
rounds. 

Brown is the North American 
Boxing Federation and NABO champi- 
on and is ranked second by the WBO 
and World Boxing Council (WBC). 

The main event featured 
Mexico’s Super Middleweight Rene 
Arostegui against Kingsley Ikeke from 
Nigeria. Both fighters weighed in at 
163 pounds, respectively. 

An even competitive match, 
both fighters landed their own combi- 
nation of jabs. Ikeke managed to cut 
Arostegui over the right eye in round 
five, sending him to the canvas soon 
after that. Referee Jorge Alonso stopped 
the fight in the same round making 
Ikeke the winner by TKO. 

Ikeke improved his record to 
21-1 (11) and Arostegui dropped to 23- 
5 (20). 

The co-feature was between 
Kendrick Releford of Forth Worth, 
Texas and Miami’s Eliecer Castillo, 
originally from Cuba. 

This match was considered a 
slow dance, lasting the whole 12 
rounds, of what was considered an even 
battle. The rage of both fighters was 
clearly obvious when Castillo did not 
stop hitting Releford with low blows 
after being warned twice by the referee. 
Furious Releford over reacted by 
punching Castillo after the bell rang in 
round seven. Both fighters were penal- 
ized for their conduct. 

Despite the busy last three 
rounds, Releford won by a unanimous 
decision with the scores of 116-111, 
115-113 and 114-113. 



Adelsa Williams 


Welterweight Francisco Osorio from Colombia was deter- 
mined to win. 



Adelsa Williams 

(L-R) Bernard Hopkins, Max Osceola Jr., Oscar De La Hoya. 



Adelsa Williams 

Actor Steven Segal chats with a ring girl. 



Adelsa Williams 

Light-Heavyweight Daniel Judah from Brooklyn, NY defeated Ray Barry in the opening bout. 



F ourth Annual Adam C. Billie Memorial Basketball Tournament 


By Kenny Bayon 

HOLLYWOOD — The Fourth Annual 
Adam C. Billie Memorial basketball tournament 
was finally held Oct. 22-23, 2004 in the Seminole 
gymnasium. Due to a string of hurricanes and 
tropical storms, the tournament was postponed 
from its original August date. Hurricanes Frances, 
Ivan, and Jeanne prevented out of state players 
from making the original tournament deadline. 

However, the postponement proved to be 
well worth the wait, as tournament director Jason 
Don Billie did an excellent job of recruiting new 
competition to Florida and challenge our men’s 
and women’s basketball teams. There were teams 
in attendance from North Carolina, Mississippi, 
Washington and Oklahoma. 

The tournament got underway Friday Oct 
22 and was filled with intense action, and exciting 
games from start to finish. This proved to be one 
of the better tournaments of the year, due to the 
new faces and great sportsmanship amongst the 
players. The two-day event featured several high- 
lights on both the men’s and women’s brackets. 

Here are some of the highlights from the 
tournament. 

Women’s division: The women’s bracket 
was highly competitive, but was a breeze for the 
Cherokee women’s team. The Cherokee women 
traveled to South Florida from North Carolina and 
they made a huge impression once they stepped 
onto the court. They’re average margin of victory 
of 14 points throughout the tournament earned 
them a first place finish. 

Although the women’s side of the brack- 
et proved to be stiff competition, no one was able 
to slow down the Cherokee women on their rout 
to the championship game. The women’s champi- 
onship game was between the Cherokee Women 
who defeated the Outlaw Women 41-30. 


Lady Seminoles also competed in the 
tournament, in which they received third place, 
losing to the Outlaw Women 32-17. Jo Jo Osceola 
led the Lady Seminoles with eight points. The 
Lady Seminoles had better success against the 
Outlaw Women in the first round of the tourna- 
ment, beating the Outlaw Women 33-29, thanks to 
the great shooting of Mercedes Osceola. 

Mercedes led all scores with 17 points. 

Here are the results from the women’s 
bracket: 1. Cherokee Women (North Carolina), 2. 
Outlaw Women (Florida), 3. Lady Seminoles 
(Florida). 

Men’s division: The men’s bracket 
proved to be truly a classic, as each game was 
filled with intensity and breath-taking plays. The 
competition level was at an all time high with 
each game. There were nine men’s teams in town 
to participate in this long waited event, and once 
the action started each team did what they came to 
do. 

The game that would eventually be the 
talk of the tournament is when the Canes met up 
with the Choctaw team from Mississippi in the 
second round of the tournament. Choctaw domi- 
nated the entire first half of the basketball game 
leading at halftime 27-15. The Canes scored two 
field goals the entire first half and seemed to be 
headed to the loser’s bracket, but with a late surge 
in the second half the Canes began to look like the 
team of old. 

The game would go back and forth in the 
last seconds of the game until the Canes took a 
permanent lead in the closing seconds; the Canes 
would escape the second round contest with a 48- 
45 win. Amos Huggins had a game-high 1 6 
points, Tony Heard added 12 points, and Marl 
Osceola contributed 1 1 points. 

After several games of gut wrenching 


action, the same two teams would meet up in the 
championship game, were the Choctaw team 
would have a shot at revenge against the Canes. 
However, this time the Canes would not underes- 
timate their opponent, the canes romped the 
Choctaw team 66-48. 

Tony Heard led all scores with a game- 
high 38 points, Marl Osceola added eight points, 
and Pete Osceola contributed seven points. The 
Canes walked away champions, as they used this 
as a tune up for the upcoming NASA basketball 
tournament in which they will be defending their 
title from a year ago. 

Here are the results from the men’s 
bracket: 1. Canes (Florida), 2. Choctaw 
(Mississippi), 3. Ghost Dancers (Washington). 

After attending this year’s Fourth Annual 
Adam C. Billie Memorial basketball tournament I 
must say it couldn’t have happened on a better 
weekend, outside of the tournament there were 
festivities taking place around the Seminole gym- 
nasium to keep the fans around for the entire tour- 
nament. 

The festivities consisted of a barbecue 
cook-off and the Keith Osceola Car Show, which 
had an excellent turnout. All and all this was an 
all-around great event, and I was honored to be a 
part of it. Next year’s event is predicted to be just 
as good. 

Here are some of the featured basketball 
tournaments, so you can some come out and sup- 
port your local Seminole athletes: Cindy Osceola 
Memorial Basketball Tournament, Nov. 4-6, 
Hollywood Holiday Basketball Tournament, Dec. 
3-4, and Big Bailers Memorial Basketball 
Tournament, Dec. 17-18. All tournaments take 
place in the Seminole gym. 
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Jaime Restrepo 


Bikes lined up at the starting point-Everglades Holiday Park. 



Jaime Restrepo 


These pre-ride snacks got participants ready for the memorial ride. 


Second Annual Jerry Micco Memorial Bike Ride 


By Jaime Restrepo 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — 

More than 30 bikers converged at 
Everglades Holiday Park in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. on a beautiful, cool 
and sunny Saturday morning to partici- 
pate in the Second Annual Jerry Micco 
Memorial Ride. The ride was organized 
by Micco’s son Vince Micco and his 


wife Loretta. Two Seminole police 
motorcycle officers escorted the riders 
and provided traffic control. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
and Hollywood Councilman Max B 
Osceola Jr. joined the riders at Holiday 
Park. The bikers headed north on high- 
way 27, through South Bay, Fla. Belle 
Glade, Fla. and made their way north to 


Lake Okeechobee’s eastern shore. 

Upon reaching the town of 
Okeechobee, the riders continued 
through the Brighton reservation before 
stopping at the cemetery in Ortona, Fla. 
to pay their respects at Jerry Micco’s 
gravesite. Prayers were said and flow- 
ers laid in memoriam to Micco. 

The riders then proceeded to 


the Big Cypress reservation and com- 
pleted the tour at Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress’s residence for a barbecue. 

Various stops were planned 
throughout the ride to allow for fuel 
refills, and restrooms breaks. The 
weather stayed on the cool side 
throughout the day, perfect for a suntan 
in total comfort. The chase vehicle car- 


ried ample snacks, water and other 
refreshments. 

The tour was approximately 
280 miles long as it circled Lake 
Okeechobee and traversed through var- 
ious counties. For anyone who enjoys 
motorcycle touring, this ride is perfect 
way to visit Florida’s interior towns 
and scenic roads. 



Jaime Restrepo 

Max Osceola Jr. getting ready to ride. 


Jaime Restrepo 

Officer James Boudaux (center) briefs riders. 

j 


Jaime Restrepo 

Jerry Micco’s memorial cake. 
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Announcements ❖ Ahaaheeke *> Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 



Happy belated birthday Little 
Dyami “Dee” Nelson on Oct. 8. Hope for 
whatever you wished for comes true. We 
love you! 

Love, 

Momma Daddy Kayla Keyana 
Lance Hunter and Tehya 

8-BALL, 9-BALL, SCREW- 
BALL... No it’s Rita Ball. Happy birth- 
day to the world’s best daughter, sister, 
cousin and friend. We love you with all 
our hearts. 

Forever, 

The Peanut Gallery 

Happy birthday Uncle Troy 
and Egoosh. 

Lots of love, 

The Otter Gang 

Happy 6th birthday to Kyrell 
K. Josh on Nov. 19. 1 hope you have a 
great day. 

Love, 

Mom (Anna) 



We would like to wish our son 

Matthew Osceola, Jr. a happy 4th 
birthday! 

We love you so much. 

Love Mommy and Daddy 

Happy birthday to Matt 
A.K.A. “Milk Weed.” We love ya, and 
hope you have a great birthday 

Love, Your wife and son. 


New Kids 



Tehya Leigh Howard was born 
Sept. 8. She was 7 pounds, 10 ounces, 19- 
and-a-half inches. Proud parents: Larry 
and Danielle Howard; Proud grandpar- 
ents: Minnie and Jesse Howard, and Sam 
and Cindy Nelson. 





Mitch and Brett Osceola would 
like to welcome their new son Byron 
Osceola to their family. He was bom on 
Sept. 19 and weighed 7 pounds, 4 ounces 
He joins his big brothers Ryan and 
Conchade Osceola. 


Lost and Found 


Found: Multicolor beaded bar- 
rette. Call SPD Officer Margotta at (954) 
967-8900. 


Important 
Information About 
Submissions 

When submitting a birthday, baby, or 
marriage announcement, you must 
include the names of both parents, 
grandparents, and/or other family mem- 
bers. Also, please use the actual name of 
the person you are referring to. Include 
your address so we can mail your photos 
back to you. Thank you. 



Happy birthday sweet little 
Shana Aquilah Balentine. You make us 
so happy just having you around. We are 
so proud of you and can’t believe you 
will be 3 -years-old on Nov. 24. 

Love, 

Mom Tasha Bowers, Dad Jerry 
Balentine, Big sister Sierra, Big brother 
Ethan and Grandma Glynnis Bowers 



Happy birthday to Little Miss 
Shana Aquilah Balentine on Nov. 24. 
We can’t believe you are almost 3 years 
old. You are still grandma’s baby girl and 
little princess. You are growing up so fast 
and so beautifully. 

We love you lots and always, 
Grandma Glynnis Bowers and 
your sister Siena 


Last to Leave 

Who is it that is the last to leave 
Maybe a hurt that still wants to grieve 
Who is it that is last to leave 
Maybe a rock that will budge with anoth- 
er heave 

Who is it that is last to leave 

Maybe a fool who wears his heart on his 

sleeve 

Who is it that is last to leave 
Maybe a heart that wants to believe 

— Leslie J. Gopher 

WUM 

I Put Your Picture Away 

I put your picture away 

In sweet memory it will stay 

Through the bad, our hearts still found 

time to play 

I put your picture away 

Should it speak, a thousand words it 

would say 

You could turn night into day 

I put your picture away 

When the stars are high, I can see your 

face as I lay 

I say goodnight, even though you’re 
gone, it’ll be okay 
I put your picture away 

— Leslie J. Gopher 


For Sale 


1998 Yamaha Royal Star motor- 
cycle. 4-Cylinder 1,300 cc with 28,000 
miles. This collector’s bike was last man- 
ufactured in 2000. Garage kept and 
includes all maintenance records. Has 
won many trophies and comes with 
leather-like lockable side bags, two seats, 
and two windshields. $4,000 worth of 
chrome! Maintenance-free drive shaft. 
Black studded seats, night purple LED 
lights, and new tires. $9,800 firm. Contact 
Nery at (954) 232-5714. 



Congratulations 



Congratulations to our hand- 
some and intelligent son, Tony A. 
Tommie on your graduation from high 
school. You are the greatest Seminole 
warrior in our time. We love you and are 
proud of you. You are a gift from God. 

Love, 

Bryan and Mom 



Congratulations to our daughter 
Marlys Primeaux for achieving her 
diploma. You can accomplish anything 
you want when you put your mind to it! 

With love from your whole fam- 
ily. 

The Buster/Primeaux family 



Congratulations to our daugh- 
ter, niece and granddaughter Austina 
Alexis Motlow upon her graduation from 
the Mel Blount School on Sept. 30 and 
attendance at Southeastern Technical 
College. 

Love, 

Bonnie Motlow, Jo Motlow 
North, Onnie Osceola and family 



The Yescas family wishes to 
congratulate Cuauhtemoc Alexander 
Yescas on his fine performance in the 
Duke University Talent Indentification 
Program (TIP) 2004 Seventh Grade 
Talent Search for Mathematically and 
Verbally Talented students, during aca- 
demic year 2003-2004. 

While Cuauhtemoc was in the 
seventh grade and attending American 
Heritage School in Plantation, Fla., he 
applied to the Duke University-TIP talent 
search. In doing so, he was required to 
take the ACT or SAT 1 : Reasoning Test 
(college-entrance examination). To be eli- 
gible, the student’s minimum combined 
score would be no less than 1,010. 

After qualifying, students are 
invited to participate in summer programs 
in advanced studies at various universities 
such as Duke University. In 2004, there 
were more thsn 87,000 of the brightest 
seventh graders that applied from the 
region of 16 states. 

In Florida, 1 0,002 students par- 
ticipated in the talent search. From that 
number, 3,007 qualified for state recogni- 
tion. Cuauhtemoc was one of the students 
to receive state recognition during Duke 
University’s TIP Florida Recognition 
Ceremony held at Florida Atlantic 
University on May 2 1 . 

After qualifying for the TIP tal- 
ent search, Cuauhtemoc elected to attend 
the Vanderbilt University Program for 
Talented Youth in Nashville, Tenn. during 
the June session this summer. He success- 
fully completed the Biology course 
“Cells, Centipedes, and Centennial Park.” 

To our son and brother, 
Cuauhtemoc, we wanted to recognize 
your effort in taking the initiative to pre- 
pare for the SAT test on the weekends 
when you could have been doing some- 
thing else; and for following through with 
the entire process even though you had 
fell seriously ill for several weeks. It was 
a challenging process and you managed 
to see it through. Your family is proud of 
you and your accomplishments and the 
great job you did! 

Love, 

Mom (Debbie), Dad (Gato), 
Brittany, Megan and Ryan 


Poems 


Endangered Native 

How far have we come, from days that have past 
Traditions and language it seems will not last 
For land that was taken, our ancestors fought proud 
Now it's drinking, smoking and running with the wrong crowd 
But what we are now is a far cry from then 
Just saying you are does not make you Indian 
We must learn our past and traditional ways 
And respect the ones' who got us here today 
Teach our children to be proud and strong 
They will be the ones to carry on 
When all elders are buried and gone 

— George Barry Micco 
Copyright ©2004 George Barry Micco 


All To Blame 

I’m sitting here staring at these four walls 
I can’t wait to get out 
Out into the world 
Will the storm clear up? 

Probably not for me 

Cuz I have no such luck 

I just can’t believe we use to be so close 

It’s not so simple, they say 

Talking won’t always help 

(What they say never works) 

(Can’t, won’t, don’t listen to what they 
say) 

(Lies to me they tell) 

(I will never heal) 

What do they whisper to you about me? 
Everything’s gonna be alright 
Okay already I’ve began to lie 
I try to tell you about my life 


You ignore me 

As if I intended to bore you 

How many times do I have to tell you 

before you get it? 

Pretty soon you’ll regret it 
(What they say never works) 

(Can’t, won’t, don’t listen to what they 
say) 

(Lies to me they tell) 

(I will never heal) 

Never will you see the real me 
It’s always hidden from the truth 
My appearance seems to fool you 
Well that’s just great, so you can’t see the 
truth 

Things will never be the same 
Don’t worry we’re all to blame 

— Brittany Huff 

Eighth Grader, Ahfachkee School 


■ ■I ■ 

Strange Word 

We are strangers, how could that be 

Similar but with great indifference 

Without you there would be no me 

You wrote that we all make mistakes 

Visualize your path 

If it’s right, do what it takes 

You say put your life in God’s hands 


1 * 

He’ll do the rest 

I tried and failed, Pop, I did my best 
There are two things I’m proud of the 
most 

My children and you Pop, I gladly boast 
Doing my time, I recall your word 
A breeze in the wind an echo is heard 

— Leslie J. Gopher 


In Memoriam 


Dear Friends, 

We would like to thank the fol- 
lowing people for their continued support 
throughout Joe Don’s final 40 months fol- 
lowing his motorcycle accident and dis- 
abling injuries: 

The biggest thanks would be to 
Chris O’Donnell, for her unwavering love 
and support throughout the most trying 
times anyone should have had to endure. 
Also, thanks go to the health department, 
including: Connie Whidden, MSW, Terry 
Sweat, Lisa Allen and Dr. Van Gelder, 
MD. Even though you knew medically he 
was never going to really recover you all 
supported his every effort. 

Thank you insurance depart- 
ment-Mimi Sawabini, Angela Lambert, 
Cindy Cozier and their crew-for your 
continued efforts in keeping Joe Don’s 
medical bills paid. 

Joe Don spent most of his last 
days in and out of multiple hospitals and 
even a nursing home due to the complexi- 
ty of his condition. Reflecting this is a 
final thank you to the untold number of 
Doctors, Nurses, Nurse's Aides, Physical 
Therapists in and out of these hospitals 
who were not only there to help him in 
recovery but also maybe more important 
became his friends. 

Then Joe Don died... 

We want to thank everyone for 
their help, time, and support to us, his 
family during our time of mourning. If we 
forgot anyone please forgive us but know 
that we appreciated you being there and 
couldn't have done it without you. 

The Chairman’s Office, 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Hollywood 
Councilman Max Osceola, Big Cypress 
Boardman Paul Bowers Sr., Hollywood 
Boardman David DeHass Sr., Herbert Jim 
and Rainey Jim and family, Leoma 
Motlow-Poore and Dana Poore, Candy 


Cypress, Cherelee Hall, Vera Herrera, 
Charles Billie Hiers, Carol Cypress, Patsy 
Billie, Mary Jene Coppedge, Andy 
Cypress, Joe Benjamin Osceola, Jonah 
Cypress, Brenda and Charles 
Hummingbird, Marie Phillips, Paul Buster 
and each of the pallbearers; Max, James, 
Charles, Billie, Paul, Bigg Shot, Dave and 
Nickolas. 

Sincerely, 

Mabel Frank, the Billie Family, 
the Bilfie-Bevenue Family and the 
DeHass Family 

In Loving Memory 
Joe Don Billie 

January 17, 1950 — September 14, 2004 

I’m Free 

Don ’ t grieve for me 
For now Fm free 

Fm following the path God laid for me 
I took His hand when I heard Him call 
I turned my back and left it all 
I could not stay another day 
To laugh, to love, to work or play 
Tasks left undone must stay that way 
I found that place at the close of the day 
If my parting has left a void 
Then fill it with remembered joy 
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss; Ah, 
yes 

These things I too will miss 
Be not burdened with times of sorrow 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow 
My life’s been full 
I savored much 

Good friends, good times, a loved one s 
touch 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief 
Don ’t lengthen it now with undue grief 
Lift up your heart and share with me 

God wanted me now 
He set me free 






A Senior Living Community 

1450 SW 11th Way 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 
954-428-3480 
954-428-1 022 fax 

Near beaches, medical facilities and shopping 

ONE BEDROOM FLOOR PLANS FROM S64Q 
Includes Utilities * Pool & Spa * Clubhouses 
Computer Lab * Activities * Health Watch 


Income & Age Restricted 55+ 
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www.praxia2.com 
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Show 


Continued from page 1 


The colorful shirts that were handed out to 
participants in the car show were designed by 
Delgado herself. Even her granddaughter got in the 
act, creating the drawing for the children’s shirts. 

“I asked my granddaughter Kailyn to draw 
something for the car show,” said Delgado. “I sur- 
prised her when I showed the t-shirts with her draw- 
ing on it.” 

Betty Osceola, Maggie Osceola and Mabel 
Osceola were just some of the talented crafters dis- 
playing patchwork dresses, potholders, Seminole 
dolls, and more. 

“I like doing the sewing, making shirts, 
dolls, and bracelets,” said Betty. “I can make a shirt 
with a patchwork design in a day.” 

Pat Bowers kept Betty Osceola company 
throughout the day, and even helped out will some 
sales. Mabel Osceola created some beautiful draw- 
string bags with patchwork, and added she likes 
sewing the patchwork the best. Mabel, who previous- 
ly worked for the culture department, still volunteers 
there when she can. 

Delgado was especially happy for all the 
friends and family that assisted her, especially her 
brother Dan “Chucky” Osceola Jr. 

“He really helped me out with everything,” 
said Delgado. 

Delgado wanted to include a barbeque cook- 
off with the car show because her late son loved to 
barbeque with friends. He was always ready to set up 
his grill and have tailgate parties at Miami Dolphin 


Michael Kelly 

Barbecue cook-off winners: (L-R) Paul Buster, Danny Jumper 
and Keith Condon with Vivian Delgado. 


games, she said. 

Thirteen participants fired up their grills in 
hopes of being named the top griller on the 
Hollywood reservation. Words like tender, sweet, 
smoky, tangy, and even citrus, were used to describe 
the tantalizing pork ribs. 

Paul Buster, who played music and then 
tended to his ribs, won first place. He said he found 
the oak he used to barbecue with in Big Cypress. 
Buster added that he learned the art of barbequing 
from family elders. 


Michael Kelly 

Tony Bert stands with his custom-painted Harley 
Davidson Fat Boy motorcycle. 

“Some of that old recipe is just as good 
today as it was a long time ago,” he said. 

Second place went to Danny Jumper’s tangy 
ribs, while Keith Condon took third 
place with a uniquely chili flavored 
entry. 

After the barbeque rib contest, 
it was time for the car show. Vehicles 
of all shapes, sizes and colors started 
arriving in the late afternoon. With 
nearly 100 entries, registration took 
more than two hours. 

With a dozen and a half cate- 
gories, needless to say judging the 
show was a real adventure. Some of 
the top autos 
from show 
included: Mike 
Tiger’s 1973 
Pontiac Catalina 
400, Moses 
“Bigg Shot” 

Jumper’s 1955 
Chevy 3100 
blue truck, Tony 
Bert’s Fat Boy 
Harley 
Davidson 

motorcycle, and 

a 1927 Ford 
Coup. There 
was even a fully designed 
Spiderman bicycle for sale, 
with an asking price more than 
many cars alone are worth. 

Stephan Brown, who 
owns the antique Ford Coup, 
said he spent ten years restor- 
ing the one of a kind vehicle. 

“I could probably sell 
it for $60,000, but I love the 
car,” said Brown. 


One of the reasons for cher- 
ishing the car is that his father built 
the engine-a Buick 231 V6. 

Tony Bert recently rode his 
custom painted Harley on a 300 mile 
trip during the Second Annual Jerry 
Micco Memorial Ride in early 
October. He called the ride a “great 
experience.” 

Cody Bert entered his 
uniquely designed 2003 Harley 
Davidson V-Rod. The new look 
motorcycle is unlike any other bike 
Harley has produced. 

In the “Anything on 
Wheels” category, young Marissa 
Osceola captured first place with her 
rugged looking golf cart. 

After all the awards were 
given out Delgado was finally able to 
catch her breath, saying she was 
“hanging in there.” It was long, 
eventful day for both her and her 
family, but one that was extremely 
fulfilling. 

Once again, the Hollywood 
community paid tribute to Keith 
Osceola. With more and more people 
participating in the car show, next 
year could be a tight squeeze out 
there in the baseball field. In fact, 
Delgado is hoping that this ever 
growing memorial can take place at 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. Delgado better start planning 
now. 

Top three winners of the 
Second Annual Keith Osceola 
Memorial Car Show: Stock Car: 1 . 
Trudy Osceola, 2. Marlon Tommie, 3. 
Mike Tiger; Custom Car: 1 . Andre 
Maharaj, 2. Mark Anthony, 3. 
Natoshia Osceola; Classic Car: 1 . 
Stephan Brown, 2. Peter Chevere, 3. 
Moses Jumper; Custom Classic Car: 

1. John and Debra Keenan, 2. John 
Spadone, 3. Charles Mione; Stock 
Truck: 1 . Ruggy Jumper, Bonnie 


Michael Kelly 

Treasurer Mike D. Tiger displays his 1973 Pontiac Catalin 400. 


Felix DoBosz 


The popular Escalade. 


Felix DoBosz 

Actress/Comedienne Elaine Miles enter- 
tained the car show crowd. 


Motlow, 3. Melissa Metcalf; 
Custom Truck: 1 . Moses 
Billie, 2. Chris T. Osceola, 
3. Robin Osceola; Classic 
Truck: 1 . Margaret bacon, 
2. Moses Jumper; Stock 
SUV: 1 . Mercedes Osceola, 

2. Tasha Osceola, 3. Feslie 
Osceola; Custom SUV: 1. 
Tony Has, 2. Marlon 
Tommie, 3. Remus Griffin; 
Fow Rider: 1 . Brian 
Gambino, 2. Angel Roman, 

3. Christopher Jones; 

Indian Car: Richard 
Osceola, 2. Joe Dan 
Osceola, 3. Ruggy Jumper; 
Anything on Wheels: 1. 
Marissa Osceola, 2. Paul 
Buster, 3. Melissa Metcalf; 
Motorcycle Cruiser: 1 . 
Cody Bert, 2. Tony S. Bert, 
Gwen Kennedy; 

Motorcycle - Sports bike: 
Moses Jumper: Bicycle: 1. 
Matt Westenhiser, 2. 


Anthony Gentry, 3. Jason Dodd Tiger; Sound Off!: 1. 
Remus Griffin, 2. Marlon Tommie, 3. Antillis 
Stockton. 


Michael Kelly 

Car show spectators saw a rare treat-this vintage 
1927 Ford Coupe. 



GET THE LOOK ! 


JR 5EAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 





AUDIO VOX DVD-VCPTUM£ft FIBERGLASS TON NO'S BRUSHGU ARDSfN ER PBA HS 

M-F Bam - 6pm l WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM t SAT Bam - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981-7223 / FAX; (954) 981-3401 


HAVE YOU BEEN 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 
Criminal Infractions 


As a Native American, 1 respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless monev 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 7ft Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 


INJURED? 



Anfhouy "Tony” Scalcsc 
I ribal Member Kuchin of Is Ida 


The hiring of a lawyer is an import uni decision that shtiuld nut hv 
based solely upon advertise imuls, Before you decide, ask us to send 
you free w rilicii information about our qualifications and experience 
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Parent Advisory Committee Members 


Big Cypress 

Ahfachkee School PAC I committee officers 
are as follows: President Alfonso Tigertail, Vice- 
President Toi Andrews and Secretary Daniell Jumper- 
Frye. Meetings are usually held the second Tuesday 
of the month. The next one is scheduled for Nov. 9, 
followed by Dec. 14, Jan. 11, and Feb. 8. Please con- 
tact Daniell Jumper-Fry e for specific dates. 

PAC II: Public and Private Schools: 
President Vera Herrera, Vice President Renee 
Tigertail, Secretary Cathy Cypress and Treasurer 
Shelly Tigertail. Meetings are held the third Monday 
of each month, alternating from 1 1 a.m. one month 
and 5 p.m. the next month. The Nov. 15 meeting is 
scheduled at the Learning Resource Center at 5 p.m., 
Dec. 20 at 11 a.m., Jan. 17 at 5 p.m., and Feb. 21 at 
11 a.m.. 

PAC Preschool: Parent Committee Officers 
are as follows: President Cherelee Hall, Vice 
President Tommie Billie, Secretary Marissa Baker 
and Treasurer Nancy Ortega. 

Brighton 

There meetings are held the first Tuesday of 


every month at noon, unless an emergency comes up. 
There officers are: President Charlotte Burgess, Vice 
President Rita Youngman, Secretary Stacey Jones and 
Treasurer Diane Smith. 

Hollywood 

President Bobby Frank President, Vice 
President Janine Cypress and Secretary Leah 
Osceola. 

Immokalee 

The officers are Acting President Rhoda 
Nunez and Acting Vice President and Secretary Chris 
Marrero. They are in these positions until PAC elec- 
tions are held. 

Tampa 

Currently there is no one in Tampa. 

If you need any more information, please 
contact Preschool Director Leona Tommie-Williams 
at (954) 989-6840, Ext. 1305 or Education Advisor 
Assistant Sharon Williams at Ext. 13 17. 


Why Am I Needed as A Foster Care Parent? 


By Theodore Nelson and Anne Stephenson, Family 
Services Department 

Many Seminole Indian families have strug- 
gled to overcome historical trauma as well as adjust- 
ment difficulties resulting from negative boarding 
school experiences, urban relocation, or other life- 
changing events. As a result, many Seminole Indian 
children are vulnerable to violence or neglect and 
often require temporary placement outside of their 
homes until therapeutic intervention can take place. 

According to the guidelines of the Indian 
Child Welfare Act, a child placed outside of the home 
should remain culturally “intact,” and active efforts 
should be made to reunify that child with the natural 
parents. Until reunification occurs, you can provide a 
safe and loving home while encouraging strong ties 
to the natural family and traditional ways. 

Who can apply? Anyone can apply that is 
enrolled in the Seminole Tribe, or from other 
American Indian tribes, regardless of religion, gen- 
der, marital status, etc. We need homes, which will be 
culturally supportive and make every effort to keep 
the child engaged in traditional values and activities 


as appropriate to that child’s tribe(s). 

How do I apply? Simply contact the family 
services department at (954) 964-6338 and tell them 
that you are interested in becoming a foster care par- 
ent. Someone from family services will assist you to 
complete a foster family home application and foster 
family survey. 

What is involved in being certified? Once 
the application is complete, you will be asked to 
complete a hand screen for your fingerprints in the 
human resources department and complete a back- 
ground check. Background checks will need to com- 
pleted by all people living in your house over the age 
of 18. 

Also, the family services counselor must 
determine that your home is a safe and healthy envi- 
ronment. This includes having a written disaster plan, 
working smoke alarms, an agreement prohibiting the 
use of corporal punishment, and other similar 
requirements, all of which we will help you com- 
plete. 

Open your heart and home to an Indian fos- 
ter child today! 


Stamp Design Competition for Native Artists 


Submitted By Debra Utacia Krol 

There is a design competition for the 
“Renewable Energy on Tribal Lands” fund-raising 
postage stamp campaign. The chosen original artwork 
will be submitted with the application to the Citizens 
Stamp Advisory Committee of the United States 
Postal Service. 

If issued, the proceeds from this stamp will 
fund scholarships and grants to Native American stu- 
dents working toward development of renewable 
energy on tribal lands. The competition is open to all 
Native American students across the country. The 
design theme is: “Renewable Energy on Tribal 


Lands.” 

To enter your original artwork request com- 
plete information and application by email: 
Kathryn.clegg@colorado.edu. Please type " Stamp 
Design” on the subject line or mail your address to: 
K. Clegg, CB 450 UCB, Boulder, CO 80309. 
Artwork must be submitted and arrive by Dec. 5. 

For more information, please contact Debra 
Utacia Krol, Project Specialist, Arizona Commission 
of Indian Affairs, at (602) 542-3123. 

Web address: www.indianaffairs.state.az.us. 
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❖ Red Ribbon Week ❖ 



Shelley Marmor 


Preschoolers and teachers rode on the chickee-topped preschool float. 



AHFACHKEE 

the future 


Shelley Marmor 

The Ahfachkee school float promoted learning. 



Shelley Marmor 


The Big Cypress Community Center float. 
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Red Ribbon Week Closes with a Bang 






Shelley Marmor 

The family services ’s float carried messages of “Power” to stay drug free. 


By Shelley Marmor 

BIG 

CYPRESS — On 

Thursday Oct. 28, mem- 
bers of the Big Cypress 
(BC) community, as well 
as tribal employees, 
gathered along Snake 
Road to watch the last 
Red Ribbon week 
event-the parade. The 
annual parade marked 
the end of a week’s 
worth of activities tied to 
this year’s Red Ribbon 
Week theme: “We are 
the Future, Let’s Make it 
Drug Free.” 

Parade Grand 
Marshall and BC 
Councilman David 
Cypress opened the 
parade. Cypress rode 
shotgun in a Seminole 
Police Department (SPD) 
vehicle screaming things 
to the spectators includ- 
ing “We need some 
donuts in here,” making his driver Sergeant Powell 
Morris laugh. 

Besides SPD, many other departments made 
floats and sent representatives to the parade. The avi- 
ation department, family services, Seminole 
motocross, Hot Meals, Big Cypress Rock Pit, the 
clinic, the preschool department, Ahfachkee School, 
chairman’s office, cattle 
and range and the build- 
ing department, to name 
just some, also had 
floats in the parade. 

A special float 
was created for the old- 
est living Seminole, 

Tommye Jumper. The 
sign on the 101-year- 
old’s float-a magenta 
Ford Thunderbird-read 
“Ms. Tommye Jumper 
. . . Believes in a Drug 
Free World.” 

As emcee and 
Assistant Director of 
Recreation, Stan 
Frischman announced 
the arrival of the floats, 
many riders on the 
floats also threw candy 
into the crowd. One 
department thought 
health consciously and 
threw tangerines to the 
crowd instead. 

To accommo- 
date for the parade, SPD 
had to close off Snake 
Road beginning at the 
Bingo Hall and heading west. The driver of a Brinks 
security truck, as well as several other vehicles, head- 
ing east on Snake Road towards 1-75 got stuck 
behind the parade. 

As the Brinks driver passed the spectators 


outside the BC Family Investment Center they tried 
to get him to throw some money out, just as the other 
parade participants had thrown candy and tangerines. 
Needless to say, the driver did not throw any money 
to the spectators. 

Several tourists making their way to one of 
the attractions had to stop at the arts and crafts store 


so the parade caravan could pass. They made the best 
of the situation, some of them even filming many of 
the floats as they made their way to the stopping 
point at the Rodeo Grounds. 


Shelley Marmor 

David Cypress (left) and Powell Morris rode in the first vehicle in the parade 
to make its way down Snake Road. 


The Red Ribbon: The Story Behind the Symbol 


Submitted by Family Services Department 

Enrique “Kiki” Camarena grew up 
in a dirt- floored house with hopes and 
dreams of making a difference. 

Camarena worked his way 
through college, served in the Marines 
and became a police officer. When he 
decided to join the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration, his moth- 
er tried to talk him out of it. 

“I can’t not do this,” he told 
her. “I’m only one person, but I want to 
make a difference.” 

The DEA sent Camarena to 
work undercover in Mexico investi- 
gating a major drug cartel believed 
to include officers in the Mexican 
army, police and government. On 
Feb. 7, 1985, the 37-year-old 
Camarena left his office to meet 
his wife for lunch. 

Five men appeared at 
the agent’s side and shoved him 
into a car. One month later, after 
a search by more than 500 



agents, Camarena’s battered body was found in a 

shallow grave in Mexico. He had been tortured 
to death. 

In honor of Camarena’s memory and 
his battle against illegal drugs, friends and 
neighbors began to wear red badges of satin. 
Parents, sick of the destruction of alcohol 
and other drugs, had begun forming coali- 
tions. Some of these new groups took 
Camarena as their model and embraced his 
belief that one person can make a difference. 
These coalitions also adopted the symbol of 
Camarena’s memory-the red ribbon. 

The National Family Partnership 
organized the first Nationwide Red 
Ribbon Campaign in 1988. Since that 
time, the campaign has reached millions 
of children across the country. Please 
join the millions who have already 
acted in the memory and honor of 
Kiki and do your part to educate chil- 
dren about the dangers of drugs and 
the tragedies drugs inflict on count- 
less men, women and children across 
the country. 


Red Ribbon Week Poster 
Contest Held at DSO Library 


By Tony Roberts 

HOLLYWOOD — 

On Oct. 25, the family servic- 
es deoartment held a poster 
contest in the Dorothy Scott 
Osceola (DSO) Library. The 
contest was held in conjunc- 
tion with the annual Red 
Ribbon Week campaign. The 
participants were instructed 
that they could create their 
own poster involving a drug 
free theme. 

The participants put 
forth a great effort in creating 
many different types of 
posters. There were partici- 
pants of all ages, and every- 
one had a very enjoyable 
experience. 

There were nineteen 
participants for the contest, 
and everyone was a winner. 
Each participant received a 
red ribbon T-shirt, as well as a 
gift bag filled with red ribbon 
materials. 

Family Services 
would like to thank all the 
participants of the poster con- 
test. You all did a wonderful 
job! 
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❖ Red Ribbon Week * 

Save-A-Life-Tour Hits the Rez 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Red Ribbon Week got 
off to a fast and furious start on Friday Oct. 22nd in 
the ETollywood tribal auditorium. 

The highlight was a drunk driving, state-of- 
the-art interactive 
simulator that 
allowed partici- 
pants to actually 
feel like they are 
impaired while 
driving. Tribal citi- 
zens and employ- 
ees gathered 
around to try out 
this new popular 
attraction. 

The mes- 
sage was quite 
clear: drunk driv- 
ing prevention 
through education. 

While 

simulating driving 
while impaired, 
delays in reaction 
time are generated 
by slowing down 
driving mechanism 
functionality. The 
driver views an 
animated projec- 
tion of a typical 
traffic road on six 2 5 -inch television monitors that 
surround the driver's seat and display an incredible 
225 degrees of vision. This allows the driver to feel 
they are actually driving on a typical road. 

As the simulator continues, its program, the 
steering wheel and foot 
pedals get a lot more 
difficult to control with 
each passing second, 
until finally it ends in a 
serious accident as in 
real life experiences 
with impaired drivers. 

Every driver 
is given a simulated 
citation after their driv- 
ing performance is 
evaluated. Most partici- 
pants trying the five 
minute simulator 
seemed to enjoy the 
experience, but there 
were a few people who 
complained of nausea 
and could not complete 
the course due to 
motion sickness. 

Family servic- 
es, in conjunction with 
the building services 
department, hosted this 
fun and educational 
event. 

“We thought it 


would be a great idea to bring something of this cal- 
iber to the reservation, it gives you a chance to see 
what it would be like driving while your intoxicated 
at the time of actually being sober, so we think this 
was a great idea to have the people of the reservation 


experience it,” Tony Roberts, case worker and coordi- 
nator of Red Ribbon Week in ETollywood said. “The 
simulator can create different weather conditions and 
traffic conditions as you would experience while 
driving.” 

Eric Bricker, Addictions 
Program Administrator for the 
Families Services Department, 
agreed. 

“We have seen over 
time, a large number of drunk 
driving fatalities on the different 
reservations,” Bricker said. “This 
is part of an ongoing effort by 
family services department to 
raise awareness as to the dangers 
of drunk driving in attempt to tar- 
get some of the younger tribal 
members to show them the poten- 
tial hazards of drinking and driv- 
ing.” 

The Save-A-Life tour 
will tour all Seminole reserva- 
tions during Red Ribbon Week to 
educate citizens on the dangers of 
drunk driving. The tour continues 
thereafter nationwide focusing on 
schools and colleges where many 
young people can benefit from 
this outstanding program. 

To learn more about this 
Save-A-Life Tour, please visit 
www. savealifetour.net. 




Felix DoBosz 


Melissa Atkins from the travel department 
warms up on the practice simulator. 
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❖ 


NCAI 


Continued from page 1 


This was only the very beginning of the first 
day of the conference. 

In a powerful speech Congressman John 
Lewis (D-GA) recounted the struggle of the civil 
rights movement, incidences which he has been a 
witness to. Listening to Congressman Lewis one is 
reminded that for minorities the right to vote is a 
right that came with a heavy price and should not be 
taken for granted. 

“This is probably the most important elec- 
tion of our lifetime” said Lewis “The wind may blow, 
the lightening may flash and the rain may fall, but 
this is still our house. Don’t let anybody divide us. 
Don’t be intimidated.” 

At the end of his speech NCAI President 
Hall invited Congressman Lewis to join the Native 
American Caucus. 

Following Congressman Lewis’ speech, for- 
mer principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation Wilma 
Mankiller introduced someone who is being honored 
by NAJA; USA Todays founder A1 Neuharth. 

Neuharth has been at the forefront in pro- 
moting Native journalism. In 1984, he helped to 
secure money to create what was first called the 
Native American Press Association, now called 
NAJA. This is only one of his accomplishments; he 
has been involved with numerous programs and con- 
tinues his efforts for Native journalism. 

NAJA’s exec- 
utive director Ron 
Walters presented 
Neuharth with a medi- 
cine shield made of 
buffalo skin. Upon 
receiving the shield 
Neuharth wished he 
received sooner 
because he joked that 
he really needed the 
shield during his days 
as a journalist. 

Joking aside, 

Neuharth noted the 
serious lack of Native 
journalists in daily 
newspapers throughout 
the U.S. 

“Natives are 
the most under repre- 
sented group in jour- 
nalism in this country” 
said Neuharth “It is 
my strong belief that 
Native Americans in 


Iretta Tiger 

NCAI President Tex Hall presented retiring 
Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell with a gift. 

the newsrooms makes the news better equipped and 
sensitive in covering Native news.” 

In 1954, the Indian Termination Act was in 
effect and the U.S. government was acting swiftly to 

dissolve Native 
American tribes. In 
a special segment 
titled “Recognition 
of 50 years since 
the ‘Declaration of 
Indian Rights’” at 
NCAI’s Emergency 
Conference Against 
Termination, Vine 
Deloria Jr. sent a 
taped message. 

“The only 
weapon the Indians 
had was voting. 

The Indian vote 
was responsible for 
a big change in the 
west” said Deloria 
Jr. 

What 

saved tribes from 
termination was 
their ability to 
organize themselves 


Iretta Tiger 

NCAI President Tex Hall displays his guitar, a gift from 
the tribe, signed by country musician Kenny Rogers. 


Adelsa Williams 


Teresa Heinz Kerry 


Presidential Candidates Send Spokespeople to NCAI Convention 

Teresa Heinz Kerry and J.D. 

Hayworth attend on behalf of 
Kerry and Bush, respectively 

By Shelley Marmor 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — On 

Monday Oct. 18, the first day of the 
week-long 61st Annual National Congress 
of American Indians (NCAI) convention, 
two keynote speakers addressed the 
crowd. 

Teresa Heinz Kerry attended on 
behalf of her husband and democratic 
presidential nominee Senator John Kerry 
and Congressional Representative J.D. 

Hayworth (R-AZ) spoke on behalf of the 
republican incumbent, President George 
W. Bush. 

Heinz Kerry spoke to convention 
attendees first. As she approached the 
stage she received a standing ovation 
from near-capacity crowd in the Broward 
County Convention Center’s largest ball- 
room-the Grand Floridian, which seats 
about 3,300. 

Campaigning for her husband, 

Heinz Kerry discussed the native-specific 
changes Kerry said he will implement in 
the U.S. government if elected. 

Among these changes, Heinz 
Kerry said Kerry will “support the cre- 
ation and funding of an office of the 
Department of Energy dedicated to energy 
issues in Indian Country” since about 1 5 
percent of Native American households 
don’t have electricity. 

She criticized the current admin- 
istration’s No Child Left Behind policy, 
saying “my hunch is that all children are 
being left behind.” 

Heinz Kerry said she suspects 
No Child Left Behind it is not working 
because the statistics, especially relating 
to American Indians and Alaskan Natives, 
speak for themselves. She said 57 percent 
of native fourth graders were reading 
below basic achievement levels in 2000. 

“The Kerry/Edwards administra- 
tion will leave no Indian child behind,” 
she said. 

She then went immediately into 
outlining Kerry’s plan dealing with trust 
reform. Heinz Kerry admitted this is a dif- 
ficult issue because “there is no one side 


and work together as one voice. 

The next speaker drew 
the attention of the local news 
media. Originally invited and 
scheduled to speak on the third 
day of the conference was presi- 
dential candidate and Senator 
John Kerry. Though he had 
accepted the invitation he was 
unable to attend and his wife 
Teresa Heinz Kerry spoke in his 
place. 

President Bush was also 
invited but sent Congressional 
Representative J.D. Hayworth (R- 
AZ) to speak in his place. 

Kerry recently spoke at 
the Unity Conference in 
Washington, D.C. while Bush has 
chosen to ignore another invita- 
tion to speak in front of Native 
Americans; he was also invited to 
the grand opening of the National 
Museum of the American 
Indian-he was a no show. 

During the week the con- 
ference broke off into workshops 
which covered a wide range of 
topics. All topics were equally 
important in regards to native 
issues especially on a governmen- 
tal level. However, there was one 
topic that stood out because of its 
importance to Native sovereignty. 

In 2001, after the loss of 
two court cases, both affecting 
Native sovereignty, NCAI and the 
Native Rights Fund created the 
Tribal Supreme Court Project. The 
project helps tribes with Supreme Court cases in 
numerous ways; from soliciting and preparing amicus 
briefs, a legal brief written by one who is not 
involved with the case but has an interest in the 
outcome, to coordinating a review of tribal 
briefs by Indian law experts. 

Since its inception the project has 
assisted on five cases and has lost only one. 

At the beginning of the project there 
seemed to be an almost anti-Indian sentiment 
within the Supreme Court. To abate the senti- 
ment the project arranged for the justices to 
tour several tribal courts. Since the tour there 
has been a change in the attitudes of the jus- 
tices. 

One morning was set aside for health 
and fitness which included a two mile walk. 

Leading the walk were NCAI president Tex 
Hall, Seminole Chairman Mitchell Osceola, 

Seminole President Moses Osceola and profes- 
sional golfer and 
Navajo Notah Begay 
III. The sight of a cou- 
ple of hundred natives 
crossing the New River 
Bridge caused a couple 
of drivers to stop and 
ask what was going on. 

Coinciding 
with the conference 
was the Miss NCAI 
pageant. Miss 
Seminole Jo Jo 
Osceola participated in 
the pageant though she 
did not place she did a 
beautiful job represent- 
ing the Seminole Tribe. 

The 2004-2005 Miss NCAI 
crown went to Madeline 
Soboleff-Levy of the Tlingit 
and Haida Tribes of Alaska, 
she also won most talented. 

The Seminole Tribe 


Iretta Tiger 

Hollywood Representative Max Osceola Jr. (left) and Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress (right) present Tex Hall with a Seminole jacket. 


carpet for NCAI. The ballroom was beautifully deco- 
rated in Seminole colors and demonstrations of 
Seminole craft making were set up. 

Tex Hall was presented with a Seminole 


an 


J.D. Hayworth 


or all-solution when it comes to trust 
reform.” 

Heinz Kerry promised that with 
Kerry as president Native Americans “will 


have a seat at the table as we cut through 
the bureaucracy” and assured the audience 
that the funds from the sale of tribal lands 
will go where they are needed most, as 
determined by tribal leaders. 

“The Kerry White House will 
organize a meeting with tribal leaders and 
other Native Americans to work toward 
meaningful and accountable trust reform 
within its first 100 days,” she said. 

Before closing her speech, Heinz 
Kerry reiterated a message that would be 
perennial during the NCAI convention: 
every vote counts. She commended the 
work of NCAI and Native Vote 2004 and 
their pledge to turn out one million voters 
in the 2004 presidential election. 

She recalled two instances where 
the native vote was the deciding factor for 
two democrats in governmental elections. 
The first example was a 2002 gubernatori- 
al in Arizona when Navajo voters helped 
“tip the election” by only 2,200 votes. She 
then reminded the audience about the 
2002 senatorial race in South Dakota 
where Tim Johnson “won the closest 
fought race for re-election. . . by votes 
from the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.” 

“In many key states the Native 
American vote represents the margin that 
can mean victory for a 
candidate,” Heinz Kerry 
said. 

Representative 
J.D. Hayworth followed 
Heinz Kerry. Hayworth is 
a current Congressional 
representative, who rep- 
resented the Navajo 
Nation in Arizona for 
nearly a decade until a 
redistricting mandate 
removed the reservation 
from his constituency. 

He said many 
Navajos appealed to the 
M state’s independent redis- 
W. tricting committee 

requesting him to remain 
their representative; how- 
WA ever, he no longer repre- 
sents the Navajo Nation. 

Hayworth spoke 

on behalf of President 

Shelley Marmor Bush and i n f ormed the 

audience about the presi- 

dent’s record involving 

Native Americans. He 
discussed tribal sovereignty, saying, it is 
upheld by the president as well as himself. 

“In our Constitution, a document 
of limited and enumerated powers, there 


listed, Article 1, Section 8, is the sover- 
eignty that is your basic right,” Hayworth 
said. “And it is a sovereignty supported, 
not only by this member of Congress 
from the fifth congressional district of 
Arizona, but by the president of the 
United States.” 

Hayworth admitted that mention- 
ing Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. 
Constitution respecting sovereignty is use- 
ful for discussion and legalities, however, 
noted “words are wonderful; words can 
persuade; but ultimately, actions speak 
louder than words.” He said President 
Bush’s action have benefited native tribes 
as well as tribal citizens. 

He mentioned that the president: 
signed the Executive Memorandum 
Upholding Tribal Sovereignty and 
Consultation on April 30, designated a 
representative within the Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs to serve as his 
liaison to Indian Country and signed an 
executive order on American Indian and 
Alaskan Native education to establish a 
tribally-based group to implement his No 
Child Left Behind policy. 

In addition to these executive 
orders, Hayworth said President Bush has 
allocated funds for the establishment of 
19 new Bureau of Indian Affairs schools 
and 25 major school improvement proj- 
ects. He further commended the presi- 
dent’s action regarding funding of Native 
American health-related issues. 

“The president’s budget request 
for 2005 requests 3.7 billion for the Indian 
Health Service; an increase of over $500 
million since 2001,” Hayworth said. 

While many accolades were 
given to both speakers, NCAI President 
Tex Hall expressed disappointment that 
neither presidential candidate attended the 
NCAI convention. Hall said both nomi- 
nees should be focused on the 1 9 swing 
states, of which Native Americans account 
for a sizeable population in as many as 
12-including Washington, New Mexico 
and Arizona. 

“If people knew that 70 electoral 
votes were on the line John Kerry and 
George Bush would have been here,” Hall 
said. 

He, however, said that regardless 
of neither candidate attending, Indian 
Country will turn out one million voters. 
Though he admits many people are skep- 
tical, he called the one million voter goal 
“completely possible.” 


Iretta Tiger 

Baby Tiger Osceola reminds us all we’re never to 
young to think about our health. 


hosted a culture night at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino complete with fry 
bread and gator nuggets. The 
Seminoles rolled out the red 


Iretta Tiger 

NCAI officials gave Senator Nighthorse Campbell several 
gifts as a token of appreciation for the work he did in the 
promoting native causes in the U.S. Senate 


jacket and a guitar signed by country musician Kenny 
Rogers. Flutist Sonny Nevaquaya gave a beautiful 
performance and several tribal citizens sang gospel 
songs for the evening entertainment. 

The conference concluded with a gala ban- 
quet honoring Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R- 
CO). 

“We are truly in debt to 
this remarkable leader for his 
tireless efforts to uphold federal 
obligations to our people” said 
President Hall. 

On behalf of NCAI, 

Hall presented Senator 
Nighthorse Campbell with sever- 
al gifts. 

Though the senator will 
be retiring he said he intends on 
staying abreast and involved in 
Native issues. 

“I have no intention of 
giving up the fight for Indian 
people” he said “We’ve come a 
long way but we still have a long 
way to go.” 

One last unexpected 
presentation was made at the end 
of the dinner. The Sokaogon 
Chippewa Community of 
Wisconsin has been fighting 
against zinc sulfide mining for 
years. The mining would devas- 
tate the tribe’s water and wild 
rice beds. 

In October 2003 the 
community purchased the 
Nicolet Minerals Company for 
an $8 million dollar note. They 
now have until March 2006 to 
raise the $8 million to avoid 
foreclosure. The company 
includes the mine site and the 
surrounding 2,000-plus acres. 
They now need our help. To make a contri- 
bution go to www.wolfriverprotectionfund.org_or call 
Vice Chairwoman Tina L. Van Zile at (715) 478-7605. 


Former Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma. 


Iretta Tiger 
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NCAI Youth Commission Hold General 
Assemblies, Elects New Leaders 


By Shelley Marmor 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — As the 

National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) held 
regular general assemblies, planning sessions and 
other seminars; the NCAI Youth Commission con- 
ducted their own similar meetings. 

On Monday Oct. 1 1 , the Youth Commission 
held their first general assembly 
meeting. Their general assem- 
blies would continue through the 
week until the convention’s clo- 
sure on Friday Oct. 15. 

NCAI Youth 

Commission Co-Representative 
Shilo Smith from the Maricopa 
Indian Community in Arizona 
opened Monday’s meeting with 
an overview of the week’s 
planned activities. These includ- 
ed: a historical overview of 
NCAI, leadership training, a 
review of the NCAI by-laws and 
charter, a discussion of 
Thursday’s election for the new 
NCAI representatives and an 
introduction to the two peer 
facilitators, Robert Johnston and 
Jennifer Villalobos, who would 
assist the commission during the 
61st annual conference. 

Smith then introduced 
the NCAI Chair of the 
Resolutions Committee Juanita 
Ahtone, from the Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma. Ahtone 
read the preamble to the NCAI Constitution aloud to 
the youth committee. 

She said, as a mother of eight, that she 
knows children very well. Ahtone said the NCAI 
respects the work of the youth committee, saying “we 
are learning from you.” 

“NCAI knows that there’s benefits in teach- 
ing our youth,” Ahtone said. “We know many of you 
want to be a part of your tribal council.” 


Ahtone encouraged the youths to remain 
active members of the commission-especially the 
females. She told them that there have been two 
female NCAI presidents, Veronica L. Murdock and 
Susan Masten. 

She said, however, that all young people can 


help the NCAI. Ahtone said assistance is especially 
needed in areas including computer assistance, where 
some of the older folks who are not as computer 
savvy as younger people. 

General assemblies much like this one con- 
tinued throughout the week, culminating in 
Thursday’s general assembly when the candidates 
seeking to be 2004-2006 youth 
commission representatives. 
Several members of the youth 
commission made enthusiastic 
arguments as to why they would 
make good representatives. 

Ultimately, one male and 
female co-representative and one 
male and one female alternate co- 
representative would be chosen. 
Of the four current co-representa- 
tives and co-alternates, only Smith 
was able to attend the convention. 

Before inaugurating the 
new representatives, Smith gave a 
brief farewell speech, saying she 
“could not have asked for a better 
experience.” Youth Commission 
Coordinator Jeri Brunoe-Samson, 
the members of the youth com- 
mission and the two youth peer 
facilitators presented her with 
gifts, though Smith was attempt- 
ing to keep her farewell short and 
unemotional. 

After graciously accept- 
ing the gifts, Smith reminded the other members why 
the NCAI Youth Commission is so important. Smith 
said that not continuing with commitments to the 
youth commission will only harm young Native 
Americans in the long run since without the youth 
commission, “our voice will be gone.” 

As it states in the NCAI Youth Commission 
by-laws, a current NCAI representative must inaugu- 
rate the new representatives. NCAI’s First Vice 
President Joe A. Garcia and Tlingit and Haida Central 
Council President Edward Thomas attended for this 
purpose. 

After careful review by an electing com- 
mittee, Garcia and Thomas called for the new rep- 
resentatives to come up. Alyssa Dixon was appoint- 
ed the female representative, however, no female 
alternate was appointed. Dewayne Lopez and 
Michael Ennis were selected as the male youth rep- 
resentative and alternate representative, respective- 
ly. All three come from the Gila River Indian 
Community in Arizona. 

Garcia further reiterated what Smith said 
about the impact NCAI Youth Commission is hav- 
ing throughout Indian Country and in the actual 
NCAI general assemblies. He encouraged them to 
stay involved because “you’re making an impact in 
there.” 

After the 2004-2005 Youth Commission 
representatives swore in with their right hands 
raised repeating the oath that their predecessors 
have also said the other commission members 
formed a receiving line to congratulate the three. 

For more information on the NCAI Youth 
Commission, please visit http://www.ncai.org/main/ 
pages/ncai_profile/youth.asp, or contact Youth 
Commission Coordinator Jeri Brunoe-Samson at 
(602) 795-6202 or (202) 446-7767. 



Shelley Marmor 


Co-Representative Shilo Smith 
addresses the NCAI Youth 
Commission General Assembly. 



Shelley Marmor 

The newly-elected NCAI Youth Commission 
Representatives, (L-R) Michael Ennis, Dewayne 
Lopez and Alyssa Dixon, swearing in. 
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Stirling Grove Dental 
Office Dentistry 
Dr. Charles 5. Mandell 

Treating Seminole 
Tribal Members 
for Over Thirty Years 
Warriors Boxing Gym 
In House Dentist 


Treatments Available 
General Dentistry 

Implant Dentistry (38 years of experience) 
Prosthetics (Dentures; Fixed crowns or Non removable) 
Oral Surgery (Extractions, etc,) 

Nitrous Oxide fr Pre-Medication, 
Comfortable Sedation Dentistry 
Endodontics (Root canals) 

Orthodontics (Orthodontists on staff) 
Pedodontics (Children’s dentistry) 
Periodontics (Gum disease, Periodontist on staff) 

All laboratories on premises 
Evening and Saturday appointments available 
20% discounts for all Seminole tribal members 
Insurance (Indemnity) Accepted 
— Piling done by the office for insurance, 
not by the patient 

For more information please call or 
come by the office and visit our friendly staff 

Dr, Charles S + Man dell 
(954) 966-0404 
3220 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, Florida 33021 




H ill for Li 



SP0RTSM.EX-C0RAL SPRINGS 
9551 W. SAMPLE ROAD AT SAWGRASS EXPRESSWAY 

SPONSORED EY CORAL SPRINGS JAYCEES 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11 THROUGH SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
SHOWTOIES: THURSDAY 6 FRIDAY, 5:00 AND 5:00 P.M. 
SATURDAY, 1:30, 4:30 AND 7:30 P.M. 

SUNDAY, 1:30 AND 430 P.M. 

INFO: 1-800-796-5672 {MON.-FRI./9-5 P.M.) 

FREE KIDS TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE AT 
PARTICIPATING MERCHANTS 

RARE WHITE TIGERS! 

BRAZILIAN TEETERBQARD STARS! HIGH WIRE] 

THE INCREDIBLE CLOUD SWING! 

HILARIOUS HORSEBACK ACROBATICS! 

FLYING TRAPEZE STARS! 

DESIGNER DOGGIE REVIEW] 

THE HUMAN CANNONBALL! 

EL PENDUL0 LOCO DEL RIO! 

AERIALISTSJ CLOWNS] GIANT GYRO WHEEL! 

AND AMAZING PERFORMING HQUSECATS 
AS SEEN LB THE MOVIE “BIG FISH* 

TICKETS ON SALE IN ADVANCE AT 
LEARNING EXPRESS / PARTY WAREHOUSE 
CORAL PALM PLAZA 
2061-2067 NORTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE 
OR WWW.TICKETS.COM OR BY PHONE 

1-888-332-5600 

ON SHOW DAYS. TICKETS ARE ON SALE AT 

TOT TICKET WAGON ON TOT CIRCUS MIDWAY, 

TICKET PRICES: 

ADULT GENERAL ADMISSION (AGE 13+) - $15 
CHILD/ SENIOR GEN. ADM. (UNDER 13/OVER 61) - $10 
RESERVED SEAT TICKET P ADDITION TO GEN. ADM,) - $2 
V,I,P, SEAT |P ADDITION TO GEN, ADM.} - $5 


WWW.C0LEBR0SdRCDS.COM 
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Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, Billie Swamp Safari 
Exhibit Booths at NCAI Convention 




By Peggy Osceola 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — 

The 6 1 st Annual convention of the 
National Congress of American Indians 
(NCAI) was held on Oct 10-15, 2004 at 
the Greater Fort Lauderdale/Broward 
County Convention Center. 

The theme of the conference this 
year was, “Renewing the vision: Setting a 
New Course for Indian Country.” The 
organization commemorated the 50th 
anniversary of The National Congress of 
American Indian’s fight against termina- 
tion that began at a 1954 emergency con- 
ference. 

NCAI was essential in helping 
the host tribe, the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida to retain their federal status when 
the U.S. government was considering 
them for termination as a tribe. NCAI suc- 
cessfully honored that fight and victory in 
Florida this week. 

This event was a week full of 
informative and stimulating sessions such 
as the power of the Native American vote. 
Teresa Heinz Kerry and J.D. Hayworth 
presented their respective platform for 
American Indian issues, speaking about 
critical issues in health, education, home- 
land security, and trust reform. 

Three very special evenings were 
held throughout the week. One, Sunday 
evening a welcome reception was held at 
the lobby of the Floridian Ballroom in the 
convention center. A beautiful array of 
South Florida tastes and delights were 
graciously and artistically provided. NCAI 
President Tex Hall spoke a few words 
introducing the Miss NCAI contest- 
ants. Each beautiful young lady was 
dressed in her traditional attire and 
spoke on their goals and aspirations 

Our very own beautiful Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess JoJo 
Osceola represented the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida proudly. Everyone 
there had a chance to mingle and visit 
with the individual princesses, old 
friends and make new ones. 

A cultural dinner and enter- 
tainment were held on Wednesday 
night at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino. Many attendees commented 
on how much they enjoyed themselves 
at the impressive building and how 
tasty the cultural food was, especially 
the alligator. 

On Thursday night, a Gala 
Banquet was sponsored by Bank of 
America honoring retiring Native 
American Senator Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell. A NCAI video tribute was 
shown to recognize the senator’s life- 
time commitment and service to Indian 
Country. 

The NCAI tradeshow gave the 
native artisans, businesses and non- 
profit groups an opportunity to show- 
case their respective displays and dis- 


seminate information. 

The Seminole Tribe’s 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and 
Billie Swamp Safari received 
significant attention with 
ooohs and ahhhs and a few 
screams here and there during 
picture taking with the ani- 
mals. Billie Swamp Safari 
Falconer Ray Bacerra gave 
educational talks about the 
safari and its animals. 

Museum Director Peggy 
Davis Osceola gave informa- 
tion about Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum and gave educational 
talks about the cultural crafts 
and educational items at the 
museum gift shop. 

After the conference 
on Friday, several attendees 
took a bus to Big Cypress to 
tour the museum and safari. 

Several attendees 
went out on their own to Big 
Cypress and we received 
many nice compliments about 
the Big Cypress enterprises 
and the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. 

“The rooms here at 
the Seminole Hard Rock are 
much nicer than the ones at 
the Las Vegas Hard Rock 
Hotel,” said tourist Patrick V. 
Murphy from Albuquerque, 
N.M. 


Photo courtesy of Ah-Tah-Thi-Museum staff 

Seminole Princess JoJo Osceola at the convention. 


Photo courtesy of Ah-Tah-Thi-Museum staff 

Billie Swamp Safari General Falconer RayBecerra, NCAI President Tex Hall and Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Director Peggy Osceola. 



Wanda Bowers 


(Above) Casey McCall 
proudly shakes hands with 
actor Adam Beach, who was 
also a judge in the Miss 
National Congress of 
American Indians (NCAI) 
pageant, during the 61st 
Annual NCAI Conference 
held in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., 
Oct. 11-15. 

(Center) Christine McCall 
proudly stands with Miss 
Indian Nations XIII Bobbi 
Rae Sage, 17. She is 
Mandan, Hidasta, Arikiki 
all the way from Mandarea, 
N.D. Sage is one of the 
many who attended the 
National Congress of 
American Indians (NCAI) 
in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
McCall showed Miss Indian 
Nations around her neck of 
the woods. First Sage 
attended a banquet hosted 
by the Seminole Tribe at the 
Hard Rock Hotel. Then she 
took a walk on Ft. 
Lauderdale beach, and 
after went down to Bayside 
in Miami. Sage said she 
loved the tribe’s hospitality 
and can't wait to come 
back. 



Everyone was in awe of how 
the NCAI Was received-with Wanda Bowers 

nothing but open arms and kind words . The next day, the beautiful banquet was all 
that was talked about, especially the awesome entertainment and guest speakers who 
were honored to be part of the evening . 


FREE CONSULTATION and 
$50.°° Gift Certificate 

Towards your next BOTOX® or 
Restylane Cosmetic Treatment 


BOTOX® RESTYLANE 


Americas Wl 
Cosmetic Treatment 

Treatment Areas 


A safe natural long lasting 
rosm-ptir filler for facial IFnesand 
folds as well as lip enhancements. 



Forehead / Brow Lines 

Vertical Lines 
Belw^n the Fyebrowj 

Crows Feet 



Before 


After 


SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! 

954-587-5997 

SAM GERSHENBAUM, D.O. a ASSOCIATES 


C 7 



at The 

SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOTEL & CASINO 


ONE SEMINOLE WAY HOLLYWOOD. FLORIDA 33314 
visit our website: eCosmeticsugery.MD 
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1254 } 457-8599 


Kimberly Bauer Bruee Vendryes 
19541 2 SS -8731 1954 ) 5 B 2-1290 


'Maiwtaclarwr'a Suggested Kelait trice, 
rax, it lie ntsnse and Bpllnual teeipmeal ate extra. 
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SEMINOLE HARD ROCK 
PROUDLY PRESENTS 


A VERY SPECIAL VETERANS DAY PERFORMANCE 


Lee Greenwood 


NOVEMBER 11 
THE PAVILION 

7:00PM 


r 


FREE 

ADMISSION 


954.527.R0CK (7625) 

1 SEMINOLE WAY - STATE ROAD 7 (just north of Stirling) 
WWW.SEMINOLEHARDROCK.COM 


NO 
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Full Coverage of all Rez 
Halloween Activities 

Malcolm Johns from Brighton celebrated his Halloween 
just clownin’ around at the annual Brighton carnival. 

Pages 21-23 



Veteran’s Day 
Celebration 

Page 21 



Tribe May Turn to Organic 
Farming 

Big Cypress Borad Representative Paul Bowers Sr. stands 
in one of the tribe’s many citrus groves. 

Page 5 




Nery Mejicano 

Members of Billy Cypress’s family gather around the portrait painted by artist Don Renner to 
honor Cypress’ memory. The portrait will permenantly hang in the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. 


Cypress Honored at American 
Indian Arts Celebration 


By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — On Saturday Nov. 13, 
during the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum American 
Indian Arts Festival, the late Billy Cypress was 
honored and recognized for his contribution to the 
cultural heritage of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and as a father, husband and warrior. 

Cypress was executive director of the 
museum from 1989 until his death on April 12, 
2004. Under his watch, the museum became a 
reality and is now one of the best American Indian 
Museums in the nation with a large repository of 
Seminole history, culture and tradition. 

His contributions were many, having 
served in the military in North Korea and achiev- 
ing the rank of major; serving as Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of the American Indian, as Educational 
Officer and Specialist for the Bureau of Indian 


Affairs, Tribal Coordinator for the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
as well as serving in multiple capacities through- 
out the state in efforts at preserving native history 
and culture. 

Moses Jumper Jr. introduced Don Renner, 
an artist and long time friend of Cypress. Renner 
honored Cypress’s memory by presenting a won- 
derful portrait of Cypress to his family. The por- 
trait will be a permanent exhibit at the museum in 
honor of his contributions to the preservation of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida history and culture 
through his work at the museum. 

Present during the ceremony were 
Cypress’s daughters, Sonya Cypress; Carla 
Cypress, and their children, his sister, Louise 
Osceola, Board President Moses Osceola and 
Museum Executive Director Tina Osceola. 


Second Annual Cindy Osceola Memorial 
Basketball and Bowling Tournament 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — From Nov.4-6, the 
Hollywood Gym was filled with the sounds of 
bouncing basketballs, cheering fans, and commu- 
nity members paying tribute to the late Cindy 
Osceola. Donna Turtle, who organized the whole 
event, spoke of her late sister. 

“She would know everybody here at the 
tournament,” Turtle said. “She loved playing all 
types of sports, especially basketball.” 

Maydell 

Osceola, Cindy and 
Donna’s mother, was 
pleased that so many 
family, friends and 
participants came out 
in remembrance of her 
daughter. 

A beautifully 
framed portrait of 
Cindy, painted by 
artist Jimmy Osceola, 
was hung behind the 
scorers table for all to 
see, while four proud- 
ly displayed Seminole 
jackets served as first 
place trophies. 

Before the 
tournament, Turtle 
presented her mother 
with a glass plaque 
with a photograph of 
her late daughter. Paul 
Buster, who played in 
the legend’s tourna- 
ment, addressed the 
crowd. 

“We are all 
here to have a won- 
derful evening in 
memory of Cindy 
Osceola,” he said. 

As the 

bleachers began to fill, 
the legend’s tourna- 
ment got underway. 

With the scent of 
Tiger Balm permeating the Hollywood gym, the 
35 and older basketball players took the court. 

Tribal citizens of all shapes and sizes, 
some not in the best of shape, and some even bare- 
foot, played in the tournament. Players ran up and 
down the court, at least for a while. A host of spir- 
ited games lasted until after midnight, with the 
championship game finishing at 1 a.m. 

The Hollywood recreation team took on 
the N-D-N’s team to kick off the tournament, with 
the N-D-N’s prevailing 40-25. Team Eric’s played 
the team from Trail, losing 20-16. 

In one of the early women’s games, Trail 


defeated BC 29-21 as Shirley Clay poured in four 
three-pointers. Beverly Alumbaugh stole the show 
though as she hit a miraculous three-point shot. 

The feisty player took the court minus her sneak- 
ers, preferring to play barefoot. 

Between tournament games, a three-point 
and free-throw contest was held. Trail resident 
Alberta Huggins hit five three-pointers to lead the 
women’s field, while Kenny Tommie poured in 10 
in a 60 second span to capture the men’s group. 

Chucky Osceola’s 
clutch shooting 
earned him the title 
of best men’s free- 
throw shooter and 
Susanne Billie won 
on the women’s 
side. The sharp- 
shooting Billie said 
she has always 
played basketball 
and loves to play as 
much as possible. 

In the 

men’s semi-final 
game, the N-D-N’s 
handed the Eric’s a 
tough overtime 
loss, 29-22. In the 
waning moments of 
regulation, the N- 
D-N’s had a chance 
to win it, but turned 
the ball over. In 
overtime, the N-D- 
N’s hit key free- 
throws to seal the 
victory. 

In the 

women’s champi- 
onship game, the 
Trail Women pre- 
vailed 20-9 over 
Trail. Vanessa 
Poole, game MVP, 
lead the champions 
scoring 11 points. 

In the 

men’s championship game, Clifton Huggins led 
Trail to a razor thin victory over the N-D-N’s, 27- 
25. In the second half, Trail build up a six-point 
lead, only to see the N-D-N’s come back to tie it. 

In the end, key free-throws and some stingy 
defense earned Trail the win. 

On the second day of the tournament, the 
youngsters took over, playing a handful of games 
from early morning until the evening. 

President Moses Osceola spoke about 
Cindy before the starting tip off, saying how much 
her family 

❖ See CINDY, page 13 



Michael Kelly 


Richard Osceola (left) and Jeramiah Hall (right) 
competed in a legends league game. 


Miss Seminole and Jr. Miss Seminole 
Attend FSU Homecoming 



Iretta Tiger 

The FSU homecoming king and queen walk down an isle of blaring trumpets towards Miss Seminole and 
Jr. Miss Seminole, who will crown them as part of the ceremony. 

By Iretta Tiger Osceola and Jr. Miss Seminole Krystle Young flew in 

TALLAHASSEE, FL — As part of their to Tallahassee to represent the Seminole Tribe of 

homecoming celebrations, Florida State University Florida at the event. 

(FSU) invited the reining Seminole royalty to attend 

and participate. Held on Nov. 5, Miss Seminole JoJo See FSU, page 19 

Seminoles Tour University of 
Miami on Native American Day 


Student receives acceptance letter hand-delivered by 
University of Miami President Donna Shalala 



Shelley Marmor 

Tony Bert holds his admissions letter and packett, which UM President Shalala (left) personally deliv- 
ered to him. Shortly after, Bert accepted the invitation to attend the school. 


By Shelley Marmor 

CORAL GABLES, FL — Wednesday 
Nov. 16 marked the University of Miami’s (UM) 
Third Annual Native American Day. Native 
American Day coincides with American Indian and 
Alaskan Native Heritage Month, which occurred in 
August from 1990-1995, and then was moved to 
November in 1996. 

About 20 Seminole students from various 
schools, including Ahfachkee, along with students 
from the Miccosukee Indian School participated in a 
campus tour from 10:30 a.m.-ll:45 a.m. The build- 
ings highlighted on the tour included: the School of 


Business Administration, the Department of Theatre 
& Drama, the School of Law and the library. 

Festivities moved to the University Center 
Breezway for a luncheon. The breezeway is located 
next to the school’s Olympic-sized swimming pool 
and coincidentally students from the dive team were 
practicing, which entertained the crowd. A second 
surprise came minutes later for tribal citizen Tony 
Bert. 

Bret was approached by UM President 
Donna Shalala, who had an admission packet in her 

❖ See UM, page 9 



Susan Etxebarria 


Alcoholism counselor Billie Tiger, 27. 


Ex-Addict Shares Her 
Story at Red Ribbon Fair 


By Susan Etxebarria 
BRIGHTON 

Billie Tiger, an alcoholism 
counselor at the Dunklin 
Memorial Church recovery 
program, came to the Brighton 
Red Ribbon Fair with a pur- 
pose. She wanted to share her 
story with her people about her 
own recovery from drug and 
alcohol addiction. She remind- 
ed everyone that an addict can 
cause so much harm because 


“hurting people hurts people.” 

Tiger, 27, bravely 
stood up on the stage at the 
Monday Oct. 25 Red Ribbon 
banquet at the Brighton Casino 
and spoke to a large gathering. 
She said when she was five 
years old she lost her parents 
due to alcohol and then her 
brother when he was 22. 

When she went off to 
college she really got into 

❖ See BILLIE, page 23 
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2005 Seminole 
Tribal Calendar 

The new 2005 Seminole Tribal 
Calendar is almost here! This year’s 
theme is “Honoring Our Preschool 
Graduates” and showcases the 
2003-2004 preschool graduates. In past 
calendars, Seminole elders, both men 
and women, were prominently featured. 

Advertising space is available 
for approximate business card (1/16 
page for $90, 1/8 for $180) sized ads. 
This may include announcements, 
pictures, birthdays, wedding 
anniversaries, Mother's Day messages, 
etc., and will be limited to a first come, 
first serve basis. 

Those interested in placing ads 
or announcements, please contact The 
Seminole Tribune by Dec. 3, at (954) 
967-3416. 




Notice to Seminole Tribune 
Readers from the North Pole 


Santa has requested The 
Seminole Tribune to publish all 
Christmas wishes, letters to Santa, and 
winter drawings from tribal citizens 
and employees in the Dec. 17 issue. 
All entries must be submitted by Dec. 
6 . 

Be sure to include your 
mailing address if you would like 
your entry returned. Entries can be 
mailed to The Seminole Tribune , 6300 


Stirling Road, Hollywood, Florida 
33024 or emailed to 
mlucare@semtribe.com with 
“Seminole Christmas” in the subject 
line or stop by and see us and we will 
be happy to scan and return you entry 
while you wait. 

For more information, please 
call Editor Michael Kelly at (954) 
966-6300, Ext. 1267. 


Seminole Paradise Grand Opening 
V.I.P. Extravaganza Dec. 16 to 
Benefit Dan Marino Foundation 


HOLLYWOOD — Seminole 
Paradise at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
and Casino in Hollywood, will host a 
special V.I.P. charity event on Dec. 16 
from 6 to 11 p.m. to benefit the Dan 
Marino Foundation, a non-profit 
organization that supports programs and 
intervention services for children with 
medical, emotional and behavioral needs. 
The event is part of the retail and 
entertainment complex's grand opening 
activities. 

The special event will be emceed 
by WHYI-FM, Y- 100's "Footy" and will 
feature a selection of fine food and spirits 
from Seminole Paradise's restaurants and 
nightclubs, a silent auction, local and 
national celebrities, illusionists, live 
Reggae and Calypso bands, comedy and 
more. During the event, representatives 
from the Seminole Tribe of Florida, The 
Cordish Company and the Dan Marino 
Foundation will cut a ceremonial ribbon, 
officially marking the opening of the 
complex. The evening will end in a 
spectacular animation and fireworks 
extravaganza. 

The cost is $50 per person and 
all proceeds will benefit the Dan Marino 
Foundation. Donations are tax-deductible. 

Seminole Paradise offers 1 7 
themed food and dining options such as 
Tequila Ranch, authentic Mexican cuisine 
complete with meandering mariachis and 


a mechanical bull; Renegade Barbeque, 
savory Florida and Southwest favorites 
set in a unique American Indian 
environment; Tatu, a two-level Asian 
fusion and sushi restaurant; The Park 
Sports Club, a 15,000-square-foot stadium 
setting with 100 large-screen TVs and 
skyboxes; and the Bad Ass Coffee 
Company, one of the largest distributors 
of Kona coffee from Hawaii. Thirteen 
high-energy nightclub and entertainment 
venues include 88's Dueling Pianos, 

Jazziz Live, Pangaea, a spin-off the 
world-renowned celebrity ultra lounge in 
New York City and The Improv. Seminole 
Paradise's 24 distinct retail shops include 
Cache, Footworks, Funky Fish, Havana 
Shirt Company, Plantazia, Quiksilver 
Boardriders Club, Ritchie's Swimwear, 
Sunglass Hut, White House/Black Market 
and Xtra Lifestyle Accessories. 

Located adjacent to the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, on State 
Road 7 (U.S. 441) north of Stirling Road 
in Hollywood, Seminole Paradise shops 
are open from 1 1 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday and from 1 1 a.m. to 1 1 
p.m. Friday and Saturday. For 
restaurants, hours of operation are from 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday and from 1 1 a.m. to 2 a.m. 
Friday and Saturday. Parking is free. 

For more information and 
tickets, please call (954) 583-3681. 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the editor, 
Michael Kelly at (800) 683-7800, Ext. 


1267. E-mail mkelly@semtribe.com, 
fax (954) 967-3482, or mail to: The 
Seminole Tribune, 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024. 


T he following deadlines apply to 
all submissions for inclusion 
into the Tribune : 

Issue: December 17, 2004 

Deadline: December 3, 2004 

❖ 

Issue: January 14, 2005 

Deadline: December 31, 2004 
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To our Tribal members, employees and friends, 

Thanksgiving is upon us once again. Let us give 
thanks to God for individual, as well as our Tribal 
blessings. I can remember when we as a people had to 
struggle to get by but today we enjoy a better standard of 
living. 

Let us remember to be as safe as possible during 
the busy holiday season. Enjoy your family, friends and 
your Thanksgiving dinner. 

My wish for each of you is to have a great 
Thanksgiving holiday. May God bless you and your 
family always. 


Sincerely, 



Moses Osceola 
President/ Vice-Chairman 


It’s turkey time again and everyone is preparing 
Thanksgiving dinners for our communities. This holiday 
reminds us to be with our families, appreciate being with 
our children and just be happy spending time together. 

I am thankful that I have survived and am doing 
well after my mishap with my Harley. I thank God for his 
kindness. We must say a prayer this year for all the young 
men and women fighting in Iraq. May they stay safe and 
come back home to their families soon. 

We have a lot of places to go to celebrate the 
holiday. We can enjoy eating with our friends at church, at 
community dinners, have fun with the seniors at Hot 
Meals and most important, be with our families. We are 
very fortunate to have the opportunity to break bread with 
everyone. 

From my home to your home, I wish you a 
wonderful Thanksgiving. This is the start of the holiday 
season, so remember, don't drink and drive. Let’s look 
forward to a safe and happy holiday. 


Mitchell Cypress, Chairman 



Letters & E-mail 


6300 Stirling Road Hollywood, FL 33024 ❖ tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Editor, 

Is bingo played at you facility? 
Thanks a lot. 

Gordon R. Thompson 

Mr. Thompson 

There is no bingo at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Casino & Hotel in 
Hollywood. Regular bingo is offered at 
the old Hollywood Casino and Seminole 
Hard Rock in Tampa. Lightning Bingo is 
offered at Coconut Creek and at the old 
Hollywood Casino. 

Sincerely, 

Edward Jenkins 

Director of Gaming, Compliance and 
Regulations 

Dear Editor, 

My husband and I are interested 
in visiting the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. 
We live in Lehigh Acres. Could you 
please give us directions to the museum 
from Lehigh? 

Thank you, 

Marilyn Samuel 


Dear Ms. Samuel, 

Your directions to the museum 
are as follows: take 1-75 south to exit 49, 
follow 833 to the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum. Please be careful when 
traveling on SR 833, looking out for 
animals crossing. 

Thank You 
Shawna Trnka 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

Dear Editor, 

Where in Alabama is the next EIRA 
rodeo? Is it on Thanksgiving day or 
Friday? 

Thank you, 

Melissa Metcalf 
SeminoleWnd@bellsouth.net 

Ms. Metcalf, 

It is in Atmore, Ala., and takes place the 
day before Thanksgiving. 

Sincerely, 

Emma Brown 
Education Advisor 


Dear Editor, 

I work with the Native American 
Rehabilitation Association of the 
Northwest, Inc. in Portland, Ore. I am 
interested in the newsletter you publish 
and was wondering if you have a program 
where you would be able to donate a 
subscription or two to our clinic. 

We are a non-profit, native 
owned and operated agency which was 
started in 1970, originally as a substance 
abuse treatment center. We now operate a 
residential family treatment center, an 
outpatient treatment center, a family 
resource program and a primary health 
care clinic-where I work. 

If you do have this type of 
donation program, we are interested in 
receiving one or two copies of your 
newsletter. If not, do you have a program 
where we could get a discount for two 
subscriptions for the price or one? Please 
let me know. I will look forward to 
hearing from you on this. 

Sincerely, 

Amelia Mainord 

Clinic Manager, Native 
American Rehabilitation Association 


Dear Sister Jumper, 

Hope you are well. I also hope 
with all my heart that this letter finds 
you. My name is A.J.I live with my 
wife and two girls in a small town in 
middle Tennessee, about two hours 
from the Smokies. I just recently bought 
your book, “Legends of The 
Seminoles”. I ordered it special from a 
shop in town; the biography about you 
struck me on a personal level. 

You see my grandpa Smith was 
of mixed heritage also. His daddy was 
also French and his momma was 
Seminole. He seldom talked about his 
childhood; only that they lived on the 
reservation until he was three years old. 
He never had a birth certificate but I 
think his momma’s name was Ethel 
Jean Heifner. Did you know any 
families by that name? Sorry, that is 
probably a silly question. I just don’t 
know who else to ask. 

Well anyway, from what my 
momma has told me his family was 


treated badly on and off the reservation, 
so they moved to Florida. He, my 
grandma and I live in Pensacola. This is 
where he spent the rest of his life before 
passing away in 1981. He never told me 
anything about my heritage. It has been 
23 years and all I can remember is he 
was very kind, very quiet, and called 
me “Little Gator”. (Evidently I went 
around chewing on everything). 

Grandpa’s physical 
characteristics were passed on to me 
and my girls. People see us and see that 
we are different. I have been mistaken 
for Italian, Hispanic, even Pakistani. I 
am proud of my heritage and try to 
teach my girls to be proud also. It’s hard 
because I don’t know any of my people 
or even which clan that I belong to. 

I just wanted to say thank you. 
Now my girls have a chance to hear the 
legends of their people. 

With love, 

A.J. Webb 


Dear Editor, 

I will attending a two day barrel 
race in Brighton and wondered if there 
were any hotels closer to you than 
Okeechobee or Lake Placid. Thanks for 
your help. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa 

Dear Lisa, 

Yes! At the Lakeport Lodge. Call 
them at (863) 946-2020. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Jumper, Brighton 
Chairman f s Assistant 


Correction 


Peggy Osceola was listed as 
museum director in “Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum, Billie Swamp Safari Exhibit 
Booths at NCAI Convention” from the 
Nov. 5 issue of The Seminole Tribune. 
She is the Development Specialist, David 
Blackard is the museum director, and 
Tina Osceola is the executive director. 
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Groundbreaking for New Administration Building 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Wednesday Nov. 11 was the begin- 
ning of a new era for the Immokalee reservation. The ground- 
breaking took place for the long awaited Immokalee administra- 
tion building on the 5.7 acres adjacent to the gym and field 
office. 

The Tribal Council first initiated this project in the 
spring of 2001. It was their intention to construct a three story 
multipurpose facility dur- 
ing the first phase and 
allow for expansion during 
a second phase. 

Director of 
Utilities Susie 
Kippenberger made the 
introductions for the 
ground breaking presenta- 
tion and asked Reverend 
Salaw Hummingbird to 
open the ceremony with a 
word of prayer. After wel- 
coming everyone, 

Kippenberger provided a 
short outline of the project. 

The initial con- 
cept for the undertaking 
was turned over to the 
architectural firm of Ram 
Design, which completed 
the drawings by July 2002. 

Gulf Building Corporation 
was selected as contractor 
for the project and Jordan, 

Jones & Goulding is providing construction inspection services. 

The three-story facility will encompass 28,000 square 
feet of air conditioned floor space. Kippenberger emphasized the 
fact that the complex is designed to serve as an emergency evac- 
uation shelter for the entire community. This is a very important 
feature in light of the threats during the last hurricane season. 

Kippenberger placed an enormous set of plans on the 
display table for the inspection of all interested parties. The first 
floor is designed to house the Hot Meals operation, senior pro- 
grams and community meeting rooms. The library, cultural cen- 
ter, and educational counselors will occupy the second floor. 

Office spaces are being designated on the third floor for 
the council and board liaisons, family services department, com- 
munity health, housing department and conference rooms. The 
roof top will be equipped with a state of the art helicopter pad. 

The total contract price is expected to exceed $4.7 mil- 
lion, and the contract allows for 365 days to complete the con- 
struction of this enormous building. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress took the microphone and 
addressed the audience first in Miccosukee and then in English. 
He recalled how a few tribal women resided with their families 
in another portion of Immokalee many years ago. Eventually, a 
small piece of land was donated for their use and they moved to 
the present location of the Immokalee reservation. 

From these humble beginnings more land was acquired 
and the Immokalee community came into existence. 

“Our elders planted the seed and it produced what you 
see today,” Cypress said. 

The chairman also expressed the importance of wearing 
a helmet and exercising extreme caution whenever riding a 
motorcycle. Referring to his recent accident, he told attendees he 
did not want them to “learn what I have the hard way.” 

Cypress also noted the then-upcoming Veteran’s Day 
holiday, saying everyone should take a few minutes to acknowl- 
edge all the people who have sacrificed so much to protect and 
provide the U.S. Laughing, he said, “Of course, there was noth- 



Judy Weeks 


Even the wheelchair-bound chairman (center) would not miss 
the administration building groundbreaking. 


ing wrong with the country when the Indians had it.” 

He relinquished the microphone to Aguilar, who also 
spoke first in her native language and then addressed the gather- 


ing in English. She talked of the initial proposal to construct the 
complex which took place several years ago. She expressed her 
gratitude to Norita Yzaguirre, who has helped with the land use 
proposals and paperwork which made the whole project possible. 

“When the wind comes, it will be good to be inside 
looking at each other,” Aguilar said. “The future holds plans for 
a second phase which will contain complete medical facilities, 
such as a clinic and dentist. We will no longer have to drive long 

distances for help.” 

Aguilar remi- 
nisced about her move 
from Big Cypress in 
the 1960s. At that 
time, her mother and 
four other women 
were “squatting” on 
land east of 
Immokalee and raising 
their families by what- 
ever means possible. 

In 1964 she moved to 
LaBelle, Fla. where 
she lived for the next 
23 years before return- 
ing to Immokalee. 

Meanwhile 
3.8 acres of land had 
been donated for tribal 
use and additional 
property was later pur- 
chased. Eventually, the 
tribe had the property 
federalized and the 
reservation came into being and still strives today. 

Board Representative Paul Bowers succeeded Aguilar at 
the podium where he announced, 

“Today is the birthday of the Marine Corps, of which I 
am a proud member. This is an important day in the lives of all 
Americans who enjoy the freedom that our country provides.” 

Bowers thanked the Gulf Building Corporation in 
advance for their efforts and said he knew they would do a good 
job on this project. 

“This is a proud day for Immokalee and the Seminole 
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Representatives from the Gulf Building Corporation, archi- 
tectural firm Ram Design, engineering firm Keith & Schnars, 
PA and site work contractors. 


Tribe,” Bowers said. “Elaine and Mitchell have said it all.” 

Kippenberger again took charge of the assembly and 
introduced President of Gulf Building Corporation John Collins, 
and his partner Sven Uellendahl. Kippenberger requested that the 
following individuals please stand as their names were called: 
Architect Robert Mclntire of Ram Design, Ron Seibenhener of 
Jordan, Jones & Goulding, Dale Grasshopper and Joe 
Kippenberger of the Seminole Water Commission and Land 
Permitting, Jack Queen and W. Jackson site work contractors, 
Vanderbilt- Shell, and Norita Yzaguirre, who provided space for 
the numerous pre-construction meetings. 

Following introductions, the ceremonies tent, which had 
been attractively decorated in tribal colors, was converted into 
the dining area. A generous buffet was supplied by Alicia’s 
Catering. Beautiful floral arrangements with hard hats and tool- 
boxes had been provided by Hooray’s of Hollywood to form the 
center piece on each table. Kim Giles of Keith & Schnars, PA 
engineering firm did a fantastic job as event planner by coordi- 
nating the efforts of so many individuals. 

After a relaxing lunch, the assemblage moved a short 
distance away to the construction site for the actual ground 
breaking ceremony. Using gold shovels provided for the occa- 
sion, ground was broken for the Immokalee administration build- 
ing by Kippenberger, Gulf Building Corporation President John 
Collins, Board Representative Paul Bowers, Environmental 
Auditor and Co-Chairman for the Water Commission for the 
Tribe Joe Kippenberger, who stood in for Mitchell Cypress, 
Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar, and Education 
Advisor Norita Yzaguirre. 
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(L-R) Norita Yzaguirre, Elaine Aguilar, Joe Kippenberger, Paul Bowers, 
Craig Tepper, Susie Kippenberger break ground for the new building. 


Certificate of Appreciation presented Marty & Kim Johns 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The Seminole Police 
Department (SPD) recently presented a certificate of 
appreciation to Kim and Marty Johns for their assistance 
during Hurricane Charley. On Aug. 13, Brighton SPD 
staff was working through the storm without food since 
the local restaurants and convenience stores had been 
closed. 

“I went to Brighton Seminole Casino, which 
had closed down due to the storm. I asked the manager, 
Marty Johns, if perhaps they had any food left over from 
the luncheon buffet that might go to waste. He said no, 
but he would provide us with whatever he could find in 
the kitchen,” explained SPD Sergeant Jerry 
Meisenheimer. 

Marty and his wife, Kim, then packaged up cold 
cuts, cheese, bread, potato chips, pickles, lettuce, toma- 
toes, onion, and all the condiments for sandwiches. They 
also supplied 12 packs of soft drinks. There was enough 
food for all the officers and dispatchers, along with the 
fire/rescue personnel who had been called in. 

“The sandwiches tasted great,” said Meisenheimer. 

Meisenheimer said SPD is grateful for Kim and 
Marty Johns’ thoughtfulness and kindness. 


Susan Extebbarria 

(L-R) Sergeant Meisenheimer, with Marty Johns and Kim Johns, 
who proudly display their awards. 



Seminole Tribe’s FEMA Kick Off Meeting 

Monetary relief from the damage caused by Hurricanes Charley, Frances, Ivan and 
Jeanne is on its way to the tribe to pay for structural repairs on various reservations 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On Wednesday Nov. 3, Public 
Assistance Coordinator Julie Prevost from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) held a kickoff meet- 
ing in the Hollywood tribal auditorium. 

The kickoff meeting is step five out of 10 steps that 
must be taken to get funds post-disastrous event. These steps are: 
disaster event takes place, an application for is submitted to 
FEMA, the applicant is then briefed by a FEMA representative, a 
request is submitted, a kickoff meeting is held, project work- 
sheets detailing what damage occurred are filled out, then small 
projects are validated, funding is allocated through FEMA, the 
money then goes to the state and finally reimbursement occurs. 

Representatives from several tribal departments attend- 
ed the meeting. Among them were Emergency Management 
Coordinator Laurie McRoy, Executive Administrator Ken Fields, 


Purchasing Department Director Denise Carpenter and Director 
of Emergency Services Armando Negrin. 

This meeting was for the tribe to recoup financial dam- 
ages sustained on the various reservations during the four hurri- 
canes, Charley, Frances, Ivan and Jeanne, that hit Florida in 
August and September. Monies obtained from FEMA will go 
towards the repairs on all structures damaged during these hurri- 
canes as well as payment to the workers who assisted in the 
repair efforts. 

Of all tribal reservations, the Brighton reservation was 
hit the hardest during Hurricane Jeanne. Several buildings sus- 
tained extensive damage, including the Seminole Police 
Department, casino, preschool, and sewer plant. In addition, Ft. 
Pierce sustained some damage to the roof of an airplane hanger 
and other buildings. 



Michael Kelly 


Hollywood Branch Manager Yudit Lam bags some book purchases. 


DSO Holds Scholastic Book Fair 


By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — From Nov. 
15-19, children of all ages rushed to the 
latest Scholastic Book Fair set up at the 
Dorothy Scott Osceola (DSO) Library. A 
host of books lined the many portable 
bookshelves, divided up by age group. 
Some of this year’s popular books includ- 
ed SpongeBob SquarePants, Clifford the 
Big Red Dog, Harry Potter, and more. 

This year’s theme was “Read, 
White, and Blue.” There were many 
books pertaining to U.S. history. There 
were two books written by Lynne Cheney, 
wife of Vice President Dick Cheney titled 
“A is for Abigail: An Almanac of 
Amazing American Women” and “When 
Washington Crossed the Delaware: A 
Wintertime Story for Young Patriots.” 

Hollywood Branch Manager 
Yudit Lam said she was happy with the 
turnout. 

“The first two days were very 
busy,” Lam said. 

“The young chil- 
dren came in the 
morning, while the 
older kids stopped 
by in the after- 
noon.” 

All pre- 
school students 
were able to go on 
a shopping spree, 
with each receiving 
a $25 dollar credit 
to purchase all 
types of books, 
courtesy of the 
Preschool Parent 
Committee. Money 
was raised through 
various bake sales, 
raffles, and lunch- 
es, earning the 
preschoolers a 


chance to buy some terrific books. 

Committee President Mitch 
Osceola said he is a firm believer in hav- 
ing fundraisers. 

“We [Preschool Parent 
Committee] want to do as much as possi- 
ble to pay for these types of programs,” 
said Osceola. 

This is the third year in a row the 
DSO Library has held the Scholastic 
Book Fair. It’s a great way to expose chil- 
dren of all ages to the joy of reading. The 
best part is that the Book Fair arrives right 
at the DSO Library’s doorstep. 

In May 2005, the DSO Library 
will offer a buy-one-get-one-free 
Scholastic Book Fair. Purchase any book 
and receive a free book of less or equal 
value. 

For more information about the 
DSO Library, please call Yudit Lam at 
(954) 989-6840, Ext. 1225. 



Michael Kelly 

Reading enthusiasts (L-R) Tiana Baker, Adrianne Bill and 
Boryalys Cypress had a great time at the Scholastic Book Fair. 


Seminole Tribune Editor Teaches 


Pumpkin-Making Class 


Michael Kelly, 
Tribune editor 
and former 
head of the 
DSO Library, is 
also a paper 
mache artist, 
appearing on 
PBS, in The 
Sun-Sentinel ', 
and even on the 
WSVN 7 show 
Deco Drive 

By Melissa Sherman 
HOLLY- 
WOOD — Two weeks 
before Halloween a few 
young children got 
together one early 



Melissa Sherman 

Mailani Perez shapes her paper mache pumpkin. 



Melissa Sherman 


(L-R) Whitney Osceola and Katia Cerisme get 
ready for Halloween by making pumpkins. 


evening at the Dorothy Scott 
Osceola (DSO) building to create 
paper mache pumpkins under the 
instruction of Michael Kelly, edi- 
tor of The Seminole Tribune , who 
also moonlights as an artist. 

With a wad of newspa- 
per, masking tape and paper 
mache mix, the young participants 
magically transformed a ball of 
mush into a harvest pumpkin. 
Within an hour the first stage of 
the project was complete and the 
wet grayish pumpkins were placed 
on pieces of card board to dry for 
a week. 

At the second class, the 
students completed the bottom of 
the pumpkins and once again left 
them to dry. Finally, a week later 
when the bottoms were dry the 
kids anxiously painted the pump- 
kins completing the last stage of 
there creations. 

Kelly has often worked 
with the after school children, cre- 
ating all types of art projects. He 
said he hopes to do a Christmas- 
themed class with the children, 
creating ornaments, snowmen, and 
maybe even a reindeer. 
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Job-seekers like these joined the thousands of others who hope to work at Seminole Paradise. 


Seminole Paradise Expected to 
Generate Thousands of Jobs 



By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole 
Paradise at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino held a grand job fair on Tuesday Nov. 9 
from 10 am-4 pm. The fair attracted thousands of 
people in search for an opportunity to join the 
new retail and entertainment complex, which is 
scheduled for its grand opening Dec. 16 of this 
year. 

Vendors set up a loop of booths around 
the center fountain inside Seminole Paradise. 
Recruiters expect to hire experienced retail sales 
associates, food and beverage staff, hospitality, 
salon stylists and manicurists, custodial and secu- 
rity personnel at all levels to fill more than 1 ,200 
positions. 

Seminole Paradise offers 17 themed food 


and dining options, 1 3 nightclub and entertain- 
ment venues and 24 distinct retail shops. Partially 
open are venues such as Johnny Rockets, Bad Ass 
Coffee Company and Brats, to name a few. 

A couple of booths that seemed to be the 
busiest were The Improv Comedy Club, Tequila 
Ranch and Renegade Barbeque Company. 

Terence Clemmons, general manager of Renegade 
said that their booth accepted approximately three 
to four hundred applications. 

Recruiters for Renegade conducted a two 
to three minute screening with each individual 
throughout the day and some qualified applicants 
were hired on the spot. The restaurant will be 
located on the east side with a view of the lake. 

According to state statistics, the South 
Florida economy is experiencing a local unem- 
ployment rate of 4.5 percent 
in Broward County, 6.1 per- 
cent in Miami-Dade County 
and 5.7 percent in Palm 
Beach County, as of 
September of this year. 
Seminole Paradise hopes to 
have a positive impact to the 
economy with the generation 
of the numerous new jobs the 
complex has to offer. 

Seminole Paradise 
marketing manager Julie Katz 
said that more than 1,000 
people came out looking for 
jobs, making this a definite 
huge success. Anyone inter- 
ested in a position at any of 
the locations at Seminole 
Paradise should visit the vari- 
ous businesses in the com- 
plex, as the hiring continues 
until opening day. 


Adelsa Williams 

Booths like the Renegade Barbeque Company were set up through- 
out the job fair for pro-spective employees to get information on 
the specific businesses. 
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Tribe May Turn To Organic Farming for Revenue 



Board Executive Administrator 
Jim Talik proposes organic citrus 
farming 

By Vida Volkert 

BIG CYPRESS — Due to of harsh weather 
conditions, citrus epidemics and competition abroad, cit- 
rus growing in Florida is getting harder and becoming 
less profitable for the Seminole Tribe of Florida. This 
past hurricane season put Florida’s citrus industry down 
at 30 percent — the worst decline in a decade. 

With 750,000 acres used for citrus farming, 
Florida is one of the largest producers of citrus in the 
country-three-quarters of the nation’s citrus is grown 
here. The loss of citrus crops set tribal administrators on 
a mission to find new outlets to increase tribal citrus rev- 
enues. 

“The fact of the matter is that we have been 
loosing money in citrus,” said Jim Talik, executive 
administrator for the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

The four hurricanes that hit Florida destroyed 50 
percent of the orange crops in Brighton. At Big Cypress, 
orange groves were spared, but the lemon crop got 
impacted by heavy rains that prevented workers from 
harvesting a great amount of fruit. 

The damage was significant. However, because 
most orange growers in Florida lost all or a great per- 
centage of their crops, the tribe had an advantage and the 
surviving orange crop at Big Cypress were in high 
demand. 

“Instead of having a loss, this time we could 
probably break even,” Talik said. 

In Seminole land between Brighton and Big 
Cypress about 1 ,600 acres are used for citrus farming. 
While the tribe’s citrus industry is considered a small 
operation, compared to other farmers in the state, the 
tribe produces more lemons than any other farmer in 
Florida. 

“We are a big hitter when it comes to what we 
call the Florida summer lemon,” said Joe Tillman, the 
general manager for the Seminole Tribe Citrus Grove at 
Big Cypress. “We are harvesting our lemons at the time 
when California and Arizona are finished, so there is this 
little window of opportunity for us there and that’s why 


we are in the business.” 

Since Florida is in a different time and climate 
than other major citrus producers in the country, citrus 
trees bloom and produce at a different time of the year. 
This makes the tribe a “little bigger player” when it 
comes to lemons, according to Tillman. But in a multi- 
million dollar industry where imports from Brazil, Chile, 
Argentina, the Bahamas and Mexico are beating citrus 
prices in the U.S., even tribal lemons are loosing their 
value. 

“We are trying to have the tribe diversify in 
many forms of economic development,” Talik said. “It’s 
an old gaming, that we have other sources of income, but 
it’s a struggle because the citrus is not returning very 
much to the tribe as it has in the past.” 

In the market, organic products are becoming 
more popular every year, holding steady with increasing 
prices. Talik said he is pushing to get tribal groves to 
“certify for organic [farming], so that we can command a 
higher price for our product.” 

“That’s my mission now; to put out product into 
a better profit picture,” he said. 

Under the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
National Organic Program, products certified to carry the 
label use no hormones, antibiotics, herbicides, insecti- 
cides, chemical fertilizers, genetic modification or irradi- 
ation. Organic agriculture uses methods that allows for 
crop rotation, and soil regeneration so that the land is not 
completely striped off its nutrients. For these reasons, 
organic agriculture and products are considered healthier 
for consumers, and better for the environment. 

To get certified organic, however, the land has to 


be free of any synthetic pesticides for more than three 
years, and as a regular certification process growers have 
to have a third party auditor come in to check the land. 

“The process of getting tribal groves certified is 
in its early stages,” Talik said. 

The modification may help bring more revenues 
to the tribe, but there are tribal citizens in Big Cypress 
who are opposed to this practice fearing that it may come 

with air pollution prob- 
lems. Organic agriculture 
involves feeding the trees 
with natural fertilizers such 
as chicken or cow manure. 
Because a sector of the Big 
Cypress citrus grove is 
located across from the 
Billy Swamp Safari some 
fear the stench may scare 
visitors away. 

“Tourist don’t 
want to sit at the restaurant 
and smell of chicken 
manure,” said Paul Bowers 
Sr., Big Cypress Board 
Representative. “If it’s 
going to pollute the air, we 
don’t want it.” 

The product has 
already been used at 
Brighton, according to trib- 
al citizen Timmy Johns, 
the former administrator of 
the grove. About 233 acres 
were spread with chicken 
manure prior to the hurri- 
canes, and the odor “was 
not that bad,” according to 
Johns. 

“There is a smell, 
but it’s not something that it’s so offensive that people is 
going to be running around with their hands held up to 
their noses,” he said. “And organic fertilizers are proba- 
bly safer than chemical fertilizers because they don’t 
leech like chemical fertilizers do.” 

Organic fertilizers come in different shapes, 
according to Marty 
Mesh, the executive 
director of Florida 
Organic Growers, a 
nonprofit organization 
that works on public 
policy evaluation and 
helps educate growers 
in Florida. 

“If you get wet 
chicken manure, there is 
going to be an odor,” 

Mesh said. “Dry 
manure or a finished 
product certainly is 
going to cost more than 
raw manure, but it’s 
more stable, there is no 
smell, and it’s easier to 
work with. 

“If you buy 

something that is full of 
moisture, you are really 
paying for water 
weight, as supposed to 
manure weight. So if s 
in your best interest not 


to buy water but to buy dry products.” 

In the long run, chemicals are causing more pol- 
lution to the environment than natural fertilizers. Manure 
in the soil goes away very quickly, as opposed to the 
health and environmental effects of chemicals in intense 
agricultural practices. 

“We are dealing with environmental effects of 
nutrient mismanagement all over the state,” Mesh said. 
“Dry products are more expensive but how much more 
money is going to cost us to clean the Everglades from 
nutrient run off and nutrient mismanagement, whereas 
with organic production you don’t have that problem.” 

Lake Apopka, for instance, was a very rich 
farming area in Central Florida. However, it has received 
massive nutrient pollution from the lake-side muck farms 
for almost one-half century and the lake is experiencing 
frequent fish kills and a general decline in environmental 
and economic value. Some also believed that Lake 
Apopka is contributing to the decline of water quality in 
lakes downstream. 

A few years ago, most of the farmers in the area 
preferred to sell their lands to the state rather than try to 
regenerate the soil. Mesh said Lake Apopka is “an exam- 
ple of how intense conventional agriculture can destroy 
the environment.” 

In addition to helping the environment, organic 
practices help consumers keep a healthier diet. 

“There was a nutritional study that shows that 
organic oranges have more vitamin C than conventional 
oranges,” Mesh said. 

As it stands now, the only recourse for con- 
sumers concerned about genetically modified organisms 
in foods, is to purchase certified organic products which 
explicitly forbid them. 

Twenty-seven percent of Americans are eating 
more organic products than just one year ago, according 
to the 2004 Whole Foods Market Organic Foods Trend 
Tracker survey released Oct. 2 1 . The survey also 
revealed that 54 percent of Americans have tried organic 
foods and beverages and nearly one in 10 use organic 
products regularly or several times per week. 

More urban areas are boasting organic food out- 
lets and more conventional supermarket chains, including 
Walmart® and Publix®, feature sections carrying certi- 
fied organic produce and products. 



Vida Volkert 


Signs show the close proximity of citrus groves and other attractions. 



Vida Volkert 

Many citrus groves suffered due to the recent hurricane season. 



Safety Tips 
for the 
Holidays 

1 . When in a public facility 
always supervise your child, and 
always accompany young children to 
the restroom. Make certain your chil- 
dren know to stay with you at all 
times while shopping and always 
check with you or the person charge 
before they go anywhere. It is impor- 
tant to know where your children are 
and whom they are with at all times. 

2. If older children become 
separated from you while holiday 
shopping, have them meet you in a 
predestinated spot such as the sales 
counter of the store you were in or 
the mail’s information booth. For 
younger children teach them to look 
for people who can be sources of 
help within the store or mall such as 

a uniformed security officer, salesper- 
son with a nametag, the person in the 
information booth, or a uniformed 
law-enforcement officer. They should 
never leave the store/mall or go to 
the parking lot to look for you or 
your car. 

3. Make visits to the mall 
opportunities for your children to 
practice these safe shopping skills. 
Teach them how to use a public tele- 
phone; locate adult sources of help 
within the mall or a store; and, for 
older children, go to the restroom 
with a friend. Practice having them 
check with you before going any- 
where within a mall or store. Leave 
clothing with children’s names dis- 
played at home, as it can bring about 
unwelcome attention from inappro- 
priate people who may be looking for 
an opportunity to start a conversation 
with your children. 

4. Parents should not leave 
children alone at public facilities 
such as video arcades, movie the- 
aters, or playgrounds as a convenient 
“babysitter” while they are holiday 
shopping. Never leave children in toy 
or specialty stores expecting store 
personnel to supervise and care for 
your children. They are not trained in 
this role, and it is not a function of 
their employment. 

5. If you allow your older 
children to go to the mall or other 
activities without you, they need to 
take a friend. It’s more fun and much 
safer. Older children should check in 
with you on a regular basis while 
they are out. Make certain a clear 
plan is in place to pick them up 
including where, what time, and 
what to do in case of a change in 
plans. 

6. Nothing takes the place of 
your supervision when you are in a 
public place with your children. If 
you are going holiday shopping and 
feel that you will be distracted, make 
other arrangements for the care of 
your children. It’s easy for you and 
your children to get distracted with 
all the sights, sounds, and crowds of 
the holiday shopping, so make certain 
they stay with you at all times. 

For more information on 
child safety call Seminole Police 
Department Sergeant A1 Signore with 
the Crime Prevention Unit at (863) 
623-5748. 
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Meet the Payroll Department Staff 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

payroll department is located in 
the Hollywood headquarters build- 
ing and has recently moved from 
the second to the third floor. The 
department serves more than 1,800 
employees of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida and the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, Inc., but excluding the 
gaming employees. 

The department is com- 


posed of six employees, Diane 
Marks, Liliana Lamas, Beatriz 
Juliao, Barbara Lukas, Okolo 
Baptiste and Newton Muir. Marks 
has successfully managed the 
department for more than a 
decade. 

Each member of the pay- 
roll staff processes entries that are 
submitted on a weekly basis by all 
the departments of the tribe. The 
increase in tribal revenues has pro- 


duced new jobs throughout the 
tribal organization. The growth of 
employees and programs has 
required an upgrade in the way 
payroll is processed. 

The recent conversion to 
the new Lawson system promises 
a more proficient process not only 
to the rest of the departments but 
especially to payroll. 

“The new system is more 
restricted, everything that could be 
manually overwritten 
before will now have 
to wait until the fol- 
lowing week,” said 
Marks. 

The biggest 
challenge is to get pay- 
roll out every Friday. 
Staffers are not settled 
until every detail has 
been done. Their effort 
does not go unrecog- 
nized. These are the 
individuals responsible 
for getting everyone’s 
paycheck or direct 
deposit on time to 
everyone on pay day. 
Many thanks for their 
hard work and dedica- 
tion. 

You can reach 
the payroll department 
at (954) 966-6300 or 
(954) 967-3405 or by 
fax at (954) 967-3422. 



Adelsa Williams 


Payroll department employees (R-L) Diane Marks, Liliana Lamas, Beatriz 
Juliato, Barabra Luckas, Okolo Baptiste and Newton Muir. 


Monthly Awareness: Project ChildSafe , Sponsored by SPD 

By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Seminole 



Felix DoBosz 

Sergeant A1 Signore educated tribal citizens about gun safety. 


Police Department (SPD) Sergeant A1 
Signore, from the Crime Prevention 
unit, was happy to give out free gun 
safety locks to tribal citizens and 
employees alike at the monthly aware- 
ness event held in the Hollywood audi- 
torium lobby. 

Along with the cable locks 
was information pamphlets with illus- 
trations and plain text explaining 
Project ChildSafe. According to the 
information contained in the pamphlet, 
this is a nationwide program of the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation 
and its community partners to help 
ensure safe and responsible firearm 
ownership and storage. 

The information contained 
showed how to handle firearms in a 
safe manner. Nearly all firearm acci- 
dents in the home can be prevented 
simply by making sure that guns are kept unloaded 
and locked up, with ammunition secured in a separate 
location. 

A message SPD wanted to convey to chil- 
dren is: if you find a gun, don’t pick it up; just leave 
it alone, and go tell an adult right away. Hopefully, 


these positive messages for gun safety will remind 
people how serious this issue is and help through 
education to finally eliminate firearm accidents 
nationwide. 

For more information on Project Childsafe, 
please visit www.projectchildsafe.org/ 
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Felix DoBosz 

Some of the items up for auction included these colorful monkey statues, which were made in Thailand. 


Crystal Vision Awards Gala Held at Hard Rock 


Seminole Tribe Presented 
with Crystal Vision Award for 
Business Excellence in 2004 

By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Saturday night Oct. 
30, at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, the 
sixth annual Crystal Vision Gala charity event took 
place, featuring the multi-talented entertainer, Jim 
Belushi and the Sacred Hearts Band. 

The captains of industry, media, and local 
politicians were invited guests, dressed in black tie 
and gowns at this very 
swank and exclusive event 
to bid on artwork, jewelry 
and sports memorabilia for 
the Crystal Vision founda- 
tion. Every year, awards are 
presented to the truly wor- 
thy, to honor those individu- 
als who have supported the 
arts through the Art and 
Cultural Center of 
Hollywood. 

Top-rated artists 
exhibitions, dance troupes, 
and musicians from around 
the world to downtown 
Hollywood, Fla. were 
brought together to bring 
residents and visitors a 
unique and innovative vision 
of cutting edge art in the 
intimate settings of its 
gallery and theater center. 

According to the 
playbill info booklet present- 
ed at the gala, the center 
also conducts educational 
programs and serves as a 
lifeline to school children 
whose access to arts education has evaporated in the 
face of budgetary restrictions. Adult education classes 
are also held at the Art and Cultural Center of 
Hollywood. 

The first hour of the evening’s activities was 
devoted to the cocktail reception and silent auction. 



Felix DoBosz 


Max B. Osceola Jr. addressed the crowd after 
receiving the Crystal Visio n award. 

People milled around different auction items careful- 
ly apprising the ones that interested them the most 


while sipping cocktails and conversing. 

In the second hour it was time to enjoy an 
excellent gourmet dinner and marvelous entertain- 
ment. The opening act was the Private Stock Band 
that quickly got everyone in the mood for the 
evening’s entertainment to come. There were also 
costumed dancers prancing about and impersonators 
of famous movie stars such as John Travolta from the 
1977 film Saturday Night Fever and an Austin 
Powers look-a-like character. 

After dinner, it was finally time for the 
Crystal Vision Awards. Politicians spoke to the invit- 
ed guests about the wonderful things that their sup- 
port has generated for the Arts and Cultural Center in 
Hollywood. The Seminole Tribe of Florida was pre- 


sented with the Crystal Vision Award for business 
excellence in 2004. Hollywood Tribal Council 
Representative Max Osceola Jr. was honored to 
accept this prestigious award on behalf of the tribe. 

He kindly greeted everyone there in his native 
Miccosukee language and thanked the audience and 
the board for there wise selection and warm recep- 
tion. 

Then it was time for a quick treat. Osceola 
Jr., Gaming CEO Jim Allen, Cultural and Language 
Coordinator Jo North, Robert North and another half 
dozen or so Seminole citizens were treated and privi- 
leged to a rare personal visit backstage with Jim 
Belushi. He was kind enough to pose for lots of pic- 
tures and sign autographs with everyone. 

The entertainment continued again when 
Belushi hit the stage like a human dynamo, with his 
Scared Hearts Band. They opened the night’s set and 
were wildly greeted with rousing applause and cheers 
from the black-tie crowd when they started doing 
some of the famous Blues Brother songs like “Sweet 
Home Chicago.” 

The musical evening continued as Belushi 
did several back flips onstage to the delight of the 
crowd without missing a beat. He then jumped off the 
stage and into the grateful audience and danced wild- 
ly to the beat and moved around the tables like a pro- 
fessional Las Vegas-style lounge lizard. 

It was a tremendous night and everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the concert, but most importantly 
was the money raised for a worthy cause, the Art and 
Cultural Center of Hollywood. To learn more about 
the Art and Cultural Center of Hollywood call (954) 
921-3274 or visit www.artandculturecenter.org. 
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Felix DoBosz 

Jim Belushi (right) and Sacred Hearts Band member Kim “The Princess” 
Nail sang heavy blues songs with a whole lotta soul at the vision awards. 
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Another 

Landmark Achievement! 
THE GRAND OPENING 
OF THE ALL NEW 


SEMINOLE OKALEE INDIAN 
VILLAGE & MUSEUM 

At the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 


NOW OPEN 


Enter the elusive world of the "Unconquered Warriors" 
and Explore the unique heritage of the Seminole Indians 


Experience exciting deep water alligator wrestLing and snake 
shows in our comfortable 750 seat amphitheatre. 


Park Hours: 

Tuesday - Saturday 9am - 6pm 
Sunday 10am - 6pm 


For additional information 
please call 954.797,5551 
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Grand Marshall Announced for Winterfest Boat Parade 

Seminole Hard Rock sponsors this year s boat parade 


By Iretta Tiger 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 

— On Oct. 21 the thirty-third 
Winterfest Boat Parade grand mar- 
shal was announced. Amidst much 
excitement and much secrecy, this 
year’s grand marshal is Miami Heat 
center Shaquille O’Neal. O’Neal will 
be riding the Southwest 
Airlines/Power 96 Grand Marshal 
Showboat with his family. 

The announcement was 
made at a press conference at the Ft. 
Lauderdale Marina Marriott Hotel. 
Other exciting announcements were 
also made including naming the new 
Winterfest title sponsor, the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. The offi- 
cial title for the boat parade is now 
the Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest 
Boat Parade. This year’s theme is 
“Rock And Roll FantaSea.” 

Seminole Hard Rock has 
signed on as the title sponsor for the 
next five years and the 2004 Winterfest 
Tie Ball presented by JM Lexus will be 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel on Dec. 



Photo courtesy of Kathy Keleher, event director of Winterfest, Inc. 

The seven-foot-one Miami Heat center will no doubt be the tallest 
Winterfest grand marshall in the parade’s 33 year history. 


Black 
held at 
10 . 


The parade itself will be on Dec. 18 
and will be shown live on WSVN Channel 7 
with a one hour pre-parade show. The parade 
and pre-show will be rebroadcast throughout 


the state on the Sunshine Network. 

The Winterfest Boat 
Parade has received national and 
international attention. Reader’s 
Digest has ranked it as one of the 
“100 Best in America” and the 
International Festival and Events 
Association ranked it the top 20th 
parade in the world. 

The grandstand viewing 
area-the best seats on land-will be 
at Hugh Taylor Birch State Park in 
Ft. Lauderdale. The viewing area 
will have games and various ven- 
dors including the Florida Marlins 
baseball game and the Florida 
Panther’s slap shot game. The 
Seminole Tribe will host “The 
Outpost,” an area for arts and crafts 
and native dancing. 

Seat tickets for the grand- 
stand viewing area are now on sale. 
Adult tickets are $17 and children 
10 and under are $12. Tickets can 
be bought at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino, or at the Winterfest website, www.win- 
terfestparade.com. 


Hall & Oates at The Club for December and New Years 


HOLLYWOOD — Tickets go on sale Friday, Nov. 5 at noon 
for two December shows by Hall & Oates — including a New Year’s 
Eve Show — at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. The shows 
are slated for 9 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 30 and 10 p.m. Friday, Dec. 31. 

Daryl Hall and John Oates are the most successful recording 
duo in history, selling more than 40 million albums and landing 29 sin- 
gles in the Top 40. Their string of major hits dates to the 70s and 
includes ’’She’s Gone,’’ ’’Sara Smile,’’ ’’Rich Girl,’’ ’’Kiss On My List,” 
’’Private Eyes,” ”1 Can’t Go For That (No Can Do),” ’’One on One,” 
"Maneater,” ’’Out of Touch" and ”Do It For Love.” Originally from 
Philadelphia, Hall & Oates launched a new album this past week. ”Our 
Kind of Soul” includes timeless classics like ’’Standing In The Shadows 
Of Love,” ’’I'll Be Around,” "Use Ta Be My Girl,” and "Rock Steady.” 


Amazon.com says it "can't miss." 

Tickets are $75 for the Dec. 30th show and $150 for the New 
Year's Eve show; seats are reserved and may be purchased at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Box Office, open Tuesday through 
Saturday from noon to 7 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. Tickets 
also are available at all Ticketmaster outlets and online at www.ticket- 
master.com. Charge by phone: Miami-Dade (305)358-5885, Broward 
(954) 523-3309, and Palm Beach (561) 966-3309. 

The show is scheduled for The Club at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. Doors open one hour before each show. Tickets 
are available at Will Call two 
hours before each show. 


Southland Mall November Holiday Events 


Submitted by Anabel Llopis 

Santa’s Arrival with Radio Disney will feature toy testing, 
music, games, giveaways, cookie decorating, face painting and more on 
Nov. 20, froml p.m.-3 p.m. 

Tiki’s Strolling Holiday Carolers with holiday strolling carol- 
ers. Nov. 26, 1 p.m.-3 p.m. 

South Florida Parenting Holiday Event; come and meet Santa’s 
friends from the North Pole, also, listen to music, and have fun and play 
games with the whole family! Nov. 27, 1 p.m.-3 p.m. 

“Trixie” The Holiday Elf will hold holiday storytelling and 


face painting. Nov. 27, 3 p.m.-5 p.m. 

Live performance from the Castaways Band, playing Top 40s 
music. Nov. 27, 3 p.m.-5 p.m. 

No registration is required for any event. All events are appro- 
priate for all ages. All events are free to the public. Southland Mall is 
located at 20505 South Dixie Highway, in Miami. 

For more information, contact Anabel Llopis, Marketing 
Director (305) 235-8880, Ext. 102 or email anabel. llopis@my southland- 
mall. com. 


Cheap Trick Show at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 


By Julianne Carelli 

HOLLYWOOD — Tickets went on sale Friday Nov. 5 for a 
Monday Dec. 27 show by Cheap Trick at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. The show is slated for 8 
p.m. 

According to VH-l.com Cheap 
Trick mixed heavy riffs, big beats, catchy 
refrains, and wiseacre sneers. “I Want You 
to Love Me,” “Surrender,” “Heaven 
Tonight,” and other great rock tunes came 
spilling out of Cheap Trick’s discs. 

Rick Nielsen, Tom Petersson, 

Robin Zander, and Bun E. Carlos were 
about fun and frolic as much as they were 
about rocking and rolling. In 1979 they 
made one of rock's most impressive con- 
cert discs, Live at Budokan. It opened with 
their signature salutation; a heavy guitar 
vamp called “Hello There,” and closed 



with their classic capper, “Clock Strikes 10.” 

The band's latest releases are a concert DVD titled From Tokyo 
to You, and a CD called Special One. 

n Tickets are $50; seats are 

reserved and may be purchased at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Box 
Office, open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 12 p.m.-7 p.m. and Sunday from 12 
p.m.-4 p.m. Tickets also are available at 
all Ticketmaster outlets and online at 
www.ticketmaster.com. Charge by phone: 
Miami-Dade (305) 358-5885, Broward 
(954) 523-3309, and Palm Beach (561) 
966-3309. 

The show is scheduled for The 
Club at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. Doors open at 7 p.m., one hour 
before each show. Tickets are available at 
Will Call two hours before the show. 
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Country Music Artists Andy 
Griggs and Carlo Smith to 
Perform at Seminole Paradise 

By Gary Bitner 

HOLLYWOOD — Popular country music recording artist Andy 
Griggs will perform at the Seminole Paradise at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino on Dec. 9 at 9 p.m. Arlos Smith, SESAC’s country song- 
writer of the Year opens at 8 p.m. The free show is part of the retail and 
entertainment complex’s new Seminole Paradise Live! concert series. 

The award-winning Griggs will perform songs from his newest 
RCA Records release, “This I Gotta See,” including “She Thinks She 
Needs Me,” the album’s first hit single, as well as “I Never Had a 
Chance,” “If Heaven,” and “No Mississippi,” which features vocal col- 
laborators Delbert McClinton and Bekka Bramlett. 

Fans can also expect to hear favorites such as the romantic bal- 
lads, “Tonight I Wanna Be Your Man,” and “You Won’t Ever Be Lonely” 
and the rocker “I’ll Go Crazy.” 

Raised in West Monroe, La., Griggs was exposed to country 
music at an early age by his guitar-playing father. Older brother Mason 
was a songwriter and musician working in a country-gospel band. After 
his dad died of cancer when Griggs was 10, he and his brother dealt with 
their grief by listening to their father’s favorite Merle Haggard album. 

But when Griggs was 18, Mason died of a heart attack. In mourning, he 
picked up his brother’s guitar and began to follow in his footsteps. The 
rest is history. 

As he began to work on his debut CD, 1998’s “You Won’t Ever 
Be Lonely,” Griggs looked back to his mentor and brother Mason, and 
began writing songs. Four of his works appeared on that collection, 
including his first two top 10 hits in 1999, the title tune and “I’ll Go 
Crazy.” 

In 2000, the CD “She’s More” became his third consecutive top 
10 hit. “Waitin’ on Sundown” and the top 20 success “You Made Me That 
Way” also emerged as radio favorites from his disc debut. His “Shine on 
Me” duet with Waylon Jennings and his ripping rendition of Rodney 
Crowell’s “Ain’t Livin’ Long Like This” were also much admired. “You 
Won’t Ever Be Lonely” was declared a Gold Record that Fall. 

For “Freedom,” his second CD, Griggs penned six cuts, includ- 
ing the title tune and “How Cool Is That,” the collection’s introductory 
single. “Tonight I Wanna Be Your Man” sailed into the top 10 in early 
2002. It was followed by Griggs’ co-written “Practice Life,” to which 
Martina McBride lent her voice. Other guests on the album included 
David Lee Murphy, Union Station’s Ron Block, and Cinderella’s Tom 
Keifer. 

Griggs stands out among his peers for his involvement in charity 
work. In his short career he has aligned himself with cancer survivors, the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital, MusiCares, Alzheimer’s, Nashville READ, 
Crisis Center of Nashville, and The Tennessee Historic Commission. 
Inspired by the dramatic lyrics of “Waitin’ on Sundown,” he was the 
national spokesman of the Family Violence Prevention Fund in 1999- 
2000. 

Opening act, Arlos Smith, was recently named SESAC’s country 
songwriter of the year for the second time for his smash hit single, 
“Mayberry,” recorded by Rascal Flatts. He earned the title back in 2000 
with his John Michael Montgomery hit, “Home to You.” A native of 
Parkersburg, W.V., Smith relocated to Nashville, Tenn. to pursue his 
songwriting dream in 1994. 

With Randy Travis’ wife/manager Lib Hatcher as his first land- 
lord, Smith took residence in an apartment above the Randy Travis Gift 
Shop adjacent to Music Row and lived with a revolving roster of room- 
mates that included at one time or another future country stars Michael 
Peterson, David Kersh, Daryl Singletary and Deryl Dodd. 

In addition to his chart-topping hits with Rascal Flatts and John 
Michael Montgomery, Smith has had cuts with Michael Peterson and 
Canadian country singer Jessica Robinson. 

Seminole Paradise, South Florida’s newest retail and entertain- 
ment district offers 17 themed food and dining options such as Johnny 
Rockets, the All-American Diner, and the Bad Ass Coffee Company, one 
of the largest distributors of Kona coffee from Hawaii, 1 3 nightclub and 
entertainment venues and 24 distinct retail shops including Cache, 
Footworks, Funky Fish, Havana Shirt Company, Plantazia, Quicksilver, 
Ritchie’s Swimwear and Sunglass Hut. 

Located adjacent to the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, on 
State Road 7 (U.S. 441) north of Stirling Road in Hollywood, Seminole 
Paradise shops are open from 1 1 a.m. -9 p.m. Sunday-Thursday and 
from 11 a.m.-ll p.m. Friday and Saturday. For restaurants, hours of oper- 
ation are from 11 a.m.-ll p.m. Sunday-Thursday and from 11 a.m.-2 
a.m. Friday and Saturday. Parking is free. 

For more information, please call (954) 583-3681. 


Tribal Christmas Party at 
Seminole Hard Rock December 17 


HOLLYWOOOD — The Tribal Christmas Party will be held 
at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, Hollywood, December 17th. More 
information will be distributed closer to the date. 

• PARKING & ENTERING PARTY AREA: 

This MUST be observed. All participants must park at the old 
Koon's Ford (441). Transportation will be provided to take you to the 
Hotel. At Koon's Ford you will receive a Wrist Band to enter the Party 
area at the Hotel. No one will be allowed to enter the Party without a 
Wrist Band. (Handicapped only will be allowed to park at Hotel) 

• TRIBAL MEMBERS: You must present your I.D. to receive 
a wrist band.* 

• TRIBAL EMPLOYEES: You must present your employee 
I.D. badge to receive a wrist band.* 

To be able to accommodate all Tribal Members and employees, 
only your immediate family, husband/wife/children come along with you 
as a guest. They, too, will receive their bands at the Koon's Ford area, 
after you present your I.D. The Wrist Band will be your ticket to the 
Door Prizes that will be given out at the party. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful evening of Christmas 

Cheer! 

(I.D.'s for Tribal Members are may be obtained in Gaming on 
the first floor in Hollywood. Employees must go to the I.S. Department 
in Hollywood on the second floor.) 
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Shelley Marmor 

Tony Bert (center) stands with family members at the University Center Breezeway, where UM President 
Donna Shalala presented him with his acceptance letter. 




❖ UM 


Continued from page 1 

Festivities moved to the University Center 
Breezway for a luncheon. The breezeway is located 
next to the school’s Olympic-sized swimming pool 
and coincidentally students from the dive team were 
practicing, which entertained the crowd. A second 
surprise came minutes later for tribal citizen Tony 
Bert. 

Bret was approached by UM President 
Donna Shalala, who had an admission packet in her 
hands. She hand-delivered Bert’s acceptance letter to 
him and then asked if he was going to attend UM. 
Bert said he was and the small crowd around him, 
comprised of mostly family members, began to 
applaud. 

Shalala congratulated Bret saying, “I know 
you’ve worked hard.” Bret will now join the ranks of 
Seminoles Max Osceola Jr., who majored in political 


Shelley Marmor 

Chickahominy dancer Matt Atkins performed the 
Men’s Fancy Dance. 


Seminole Princess JoJo Osceola (left) strolls down 
the scenic pathways at UM with the tour guide. 


science, and Marina Renee Tigertail- Sanders, a nurs- 
ing major, and carry on the ‘Canes tradition. 

Following lunch, Miami’s Trinidad & 
Tobago Indian Queen Catherine Hummingbird- 
Ramirez blessed the gathering, telling everyone “the 
Great Spirit is now here.” 

Seminole Princess JoJo 
Osceola followed 
Hummingbird- Ramirez with a 
brief address. 

“Ignorance hurts,” 

Osceola said. “I want to thank 
everyone for coming here with 
an open mind.” 

Following Osceola’s 
speech, the Red Feather Dance 
Company entertained the crowd 
with traditional dances, songs 
and flute music. Peter Redbird, 
an Oklahoma Seminole/Creek, 
performed the men’s traditional 
contemporary dance, Navajo 
Benjamin Sanchez performed 
the Grass Dance and also 
played flute music and Matt 
Atkins, a Chickahominy Indian, 
performed the man’s Fancy 
Dance. 

Old Florida Cracker 
Storyteller Butch Harrison then 
took the stage to tell the audi- 
ence stories about Florida in the 


old days. He said the cattle industry started in 
Florida, though cattle are most commonly associated 
with states like Texas. Harrison also shared some 
interesting stories about his experiences living in the 
Everglades and his experiences with the Everglades’ 
famed inhabitant-the alligator. 

An open mic event titled “Share Your 
Peace” followed. Speakers included UM students 
Matthew Ward, Alissa Stone, Julie Armstrong and 
Nikki Chun. Following “Share Your Peace” the 
Seminole visitors made their way back to the bus to 
drive back to the Hollywood reservation. 

For more information on the University of 
Miami, please visit www.miami.edu. To coordinate a 
trip to tour UM, please contact Native American Day 
trip facilitator and Higher Education Advisor Dora 
Bell at (954) 989-6840, Ext. 1311. 


Shelley Marmor 

High school senior Lucas Kaine Osceola (second from left) took the UM 
tour, saying he hopes to attend UM after graduating high school. 
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BCC Graduate Receives Top Honors 

By Shelley Marmor 

DAVIE, FL — Kathy Frank, wife of 
tribal citizen Larry Frank, and her 21 other 
classmates graduated from Broward 
Community College’s Institute of Public 
Safety on Wednesday Nov. 10. These gradu- 
ates made up the 227th graduating class from 
the institute. 

The ceremony began with the presen- 
tation of the colors, followed by the pledge of 
allegiance from 227s Class President Lora 
Denise Madison. Emcee and Associate Dean 
of Criminal Justice Training Joyce Ware 
announced guest speakers including Dean 
Edward T. Mandt and class Chaplin Rick 
Brasswell. 

Sunrise Police Department Chief 
David T. Boyett gave the principal address. He 
told the 227 class that they are about to 
become part of another family, comprise of all 
police officers. He added they should also 
keep safety in mind for the sake of their real 
family. 

“Make your badge shine for yourself, 
your families, your fellow officers and your 
community,” Boyett said. 

In addition, Hollywood Council 
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr., Seminole 
Police Department (SPD) Chief Mike Floyd, 

SPD Deputy Chief of Police Will Latchford 
and SPD Captain Robert McDaniel attended 
Frank’s graduation ceremony. 


Towards the end of 
the ceremony, Floyd took the 
stage at the request of Dean 
Mandt for what Mandt called 
the “most prestigious award” 
of the evening-the Honor 
Medallion. He called the 
medallion prestigious because 
both the students and faculty 
vote for its recipient. 

The 227th class chose 
Frank as their Honor 
Medallion recipient. After the 
ceremony closed, Chaplin 
Brasswell told SPD Chief 
Floyd that “no one was more 
deserving” of this coveted 
award. 



Shelley Marmor 


Kathy Frank (fourth from left) with the 227 class. 



Shelley Marmor 


Seminole Police Department Chief Mike Floyd places 
Kathy Frank’s Honor Medallion around her neck as Dean 
Edward T. Mandt (right) of the Broward Community 
College Institute of Public Safety looks on. 


Bryan Arledge is Mr. Okeechobee High School 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — One of Brighton’s star 
students, Bryan Arledge, was chosen as the 
2004-2005 Mr. OHS, or Okeechobee High 
School. Arledge is a senior at Okeechobee High 
School and is the son of Shane and Arica Buck. 
Mr. OHS is voted on by the student body for out- 
standing athletic and academic excellence. 

Arledge is a talented football and basket- 
ball player and excels in his academics. He plans 
on attending college after high school to study 
architecture, and someday work for the tribe. 
Arledge is a student with goals and ambitions, 
and is definitely one that doesn’t take life’s good 
fortunes for granted. 

The Brighton education department is 
extremely proud to call Arledge “one of our 
own.” Arledge is a positive peer that sets a fine 
example for the youth of our community. We 
look forward to wonderful things from Arledge 
and applaud him for his achievements. 



Emma Brown 


Bryan Arledge (bottom center) 


The Gates Millennium Scholars Program 


Submitted By American Indian Graduate Center 
Scholars 

The Gates Millennium Scholars program 
announced the launch of the 2005-2006 academic 
year nomination process. Eligible minority students 
who will be entering a U.S. accredited collage or uni- 
versity as a full-time, degree-seeking freshman in the 
fall of 2005 can be nominated. They must also be a 
citizen or legal permanent resident and/or U.S. 
national, meet the Federal Pell Grant eligibility crite- 
ria, have at least a 3.3 GPA (on a 4.0 scale), and have 
demonstrated leadership through community service 
or other extracurricular activities. 

The nomination process consists of three 
interdependent components: a nominee Personal 
Information Form to be completed by the applicant, a 
Nominator Form to be completed by an educator who 
is familiar with the applicant's academic ability and a 
Recommender Form to be completed by an individ- 
ual who is familiar with the student's community 
service and leadership activities. 

All three forms can be accessed, completed 
and submitted electronically at www.gmsp.org. 

Forms must be submitted online by the deadline of 
Jan. 14 by 12 a.m. EST, or postmarked no later than 


Jan. 14. 

To date more than 8,000 African American, 
American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian Pacific 
Islander American and Hispanic American students 
have received the Gates Millennium Scholarship. 
Gates Millennium Scholars are from all 50 states and 
five outlaying areas, and have attended over 932 col- 
lages and universities across the U.S. For more infor- 
mation, logon to www.gmsp.org or call (800) 884- 
7007. 

The American Indian Graduate Center 
(AIGC) is a nonprofit organization founded in 1969 
to enhance the cultural and economic well being of 
American Indians/ Alaska Natives through graduate 
education and services. AIGC has awarded more then 
10,000 fellowships to American Indians/Alaska 
Natives graduates and professional students to pursue 
graduate degree in all fields. 

In 2000, AIGC Scholars was created to man- 
age the Native American component of Gates 
Millennium Scholarship Program in partnership with 
the United Negro Collage Fund, which administers 
the Gates program nationwide. For additional infor- 
mation about AIGCS, visit its website 
www.aigc.com. 
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Hollywood Diabetes Fall Carnival 


By Shannon McKeown, Health 
Educator 

HOLLYWOOD — Come 
one, come all! Celebrate National 
Diabetes Month at the Hollywood 
reservation’s Diabetes Fall Carnival. 
Learn ways to prevent and manage dia- 
betes in a carnival atmosphere, that’s 
fun for all ages. 

Everyone who joins in the fes- 
tivities will be given a pedometer. The 
pedometer gives everyone the chance to 
win a terrific prize in the carnival raffle, 
provided a participant walks 3,000 steps 
while at the carnival. Come early and 
start logging your steps right away. The 
later you come the fewer steps you 
might get. 

Interactive education games 
like HbAlc archery, baseball throw, 
beanbag toss, bobbing for apples, the 
salt and sugar shell game and an assort- 
ment of other games all provide dia- 
betes education. To play just answer 
two diabetes questions, everyone wins a 
prize. Those with the correct answers 
receive the chance to play for a grand 
prize. 

Everyone who plays will to 
learn more about diabetes. For example: 
HbAlc is a blood test that diabetics 


take every three months to see if there 
blood sugar levels have been on TAR- 
GET during the past three months. 

A variety of active attractions 
for the young and the old alike will 
increase your metabolism and activity 
by jumping in the bounce house and 
climbing the rock wall. Many more 
attractions will be on hand for your 
enjoyment. Throughout the carnival, 
clowns will be painting hearts on faces 
and making heart balloon hats in order 
to call attention to the fact that heart 
disease is the leading cause of death 
among diabetics. 

Healthy carnival snacks such 
as low-cal cheese popcorn, healthy car- 
nival apples, healthy trail mix, and 
sugar free/alcohol free Jell-O® shots 
will be available in place of more tradi- 
tional high fat, high sugar carnival 
foods. 

Health Education will be spon- 
soring the watermelon race, the sack 
race and the obstacle course with first, 
second and third prizewinners receiving 
Sports Authority gift cards. For more 
information about this event, please 
contact Shannon McKeown or Doris 
Mir at (954) 962-2009. 


Health Department Presents 
‘Lifestyle Balance Program’ 


Learn how to prevent 
diabetes, live a 
healthier life 

Submitted by the Health Department 

The Lifestyle Balance Program 
combines health and wellness support 
through lifestyle coaching and educa- 
tion sessions. These classes, sponsored 
by the health department will begin in 
November, just in time to provide sup- 
port during the calorie laden holidays. 
Community members are encouraged to 
contact their local health educator or 
nutritionist to sign up for the Lifestyle 
Balance Program. 

Being overweight causes many 
health problems. The number of people 
who are overweight keeps getting high- 
er and higher. The number of children 
who are overweight is alarming. 
Overweight children often grow up to 
be overweight adults. More obesity 
means more diabetes. 

The Lifestyle Balance Program 
has two main goals. The first goal is to 
assist Seminole community members in 
reducing body weight by 7 percent, 
which is about 1 7 pounds in a person 
who weighs 250. This is important 
because the risk of Type 2 diabetes is 
much greater if a person is overweight. 
The second goal is to increase the activ- 
ity levels of each participant to at least 
two-and-a-half hours each week. An 
example of increased activity would be 
taking a brisk walk for 30 minutes on 5 
days of the week. 

The Lifestyle Balance coach 
will help participants in the program 
reach these goals at a pace that is right 
for each individual. The Holiday 
Wellness portion of Lifestyle Balance 
class began Nov. 22, and end Jan. 10, 
2005. These classes will help people 
through the holidays. The focus of the 
class is help to reduce stress, keep 
working out and avoid eating way too 
much. 

The core of the lifestyle bal- 
ance classes will begin in January and 
will consist of 16 classes and last 24 
weeks. During this time, each person 
enrolled in the program will be 
assigned a coach to help get on track 
and stay on track. Many people know 
the health information about losing 
weight but have trouble applying it in 
their everyday life. 

The coach will help each per- 
son make behavior changes that can 
help lead to long term weight loss suc- 
cess. Phone calls will be made to those 
enrolled in the program to help check in 
and see how things are going between 
class sessions. Fat and sugar levels in 
the blood will be measured at the start 


and at the end of the program. Weight 
will be measured each week. This will 
help show how small steps made by 
changing eating habits and increasing 
fitness levels will lead to big rewards in 
health. 

It has been proven that making 
better food choices and becoming more 
active can help prevent or delay dia- 
betes. The National Institute of Health’s 
(NIH) Diabetes Prevention Study found 
that for every kilogram of weight lost, 
the risk of diabetes was reduced by 1 3 
percent. The NIH study found that 
lifestyle changes reduced the risk of 
diabetes by 58 percent-meaning 
lifestyle change was even more effec- 
tive than medication. This shows how 
much every day lifestyle habits affect 
health. 

“Our children watch the things 
we do-they learn our lifestyle habits 
and then teach them to their own chil- 
dren,” said Seminole Health Director 
Connie Whidden. “We will make a real 
difference if we develop a habit of 
walking 30 minutes per day and drink 
more water instead of soft drinks. It is 
important to learn about diabetes-the 
kidney you save may belong to your 
grandchild.” 

Additional Lifestyle Balance 
Program activities include a tribal wide 
pedometer contest ending in November, 
tribal wide health classes for youth, the 
Reservation Rally 5K race in January, 
weight room training and Diabetes 
Family Camp in the spring of 2005. 

Diabetes is about two-and-a- 
half times more common in American 
Indians and Alaska Natives. Diabetes is 
an issue for all Seminole communities. 
Sugar can affect the heart, kidneys, eyes 
and nerves. It can lead to heart attack, 
stroke, kidney failure, blindness and 
amputation. 

By learning about diabetes and 
teaching children healthy habits, it is 
possible to prevent so much diabetes in 
the community. Learning about diabetes 
will also help people who have prob- 
lems with sugar understand how to take 
better care of their body and not get 
sick. The Lifestyle Balance Program 
will help teach about these topics. 

To sign up for the Lifestyle 
Balance Program, please contact your 
local health educator or nutritionist 
today. Big Cypress Wellness Center, 
(863) 983-5798, Health Educator: 

Debra Ray (Hamilton), Nutritionist: 

Cari Saldin; Brighton Clinic (863) 763- 
0271, Health Educator: Barbara Boling, 
Nutritionist: Beth Skinner; Immokalee 
reservation (239) 657-6038, Health 
Educator/Nutritionist: Charlotte 
Porcaro; Hollywood Clinic (954) 962- 
2009, Health Educator: Shannon 
McKeown, Nutritionist: Doris Mir. 


How to Get a Prescription Filled 


Submitted by Connie Whidden, 
Health Director 

When filling a prescription the 
health department encourages all 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Members to 
utilize Freedom Healthcare, the 
Seminole pharmacy on the Hollywood 
reservation. 

Members on the Hollywood 
reservation may order and pick up their 
prescription directly from the Seminole 
pharmacy. Members at other locations 
may drop their prescription at their 
respective health clinic so that arrange- 
ments can be made with the Seminole 
pharmacy to fill the prescription. 

If you are unable to use the 
Seminole Pharmacy, you may have your 
prescription filled at a participating 
Pharmacy Services Group, or PSG, 
pharmacy. The major participating PSG 
pharmacies are: Walgreens Drug Store, 
Eckerd Drugs, Publix, Target, Wal- 
Mart, K-Mart, CVS Pharmacy, Winn 
Dixie and Sam’s Club. 

If the pharmacy of your choice 
is not listed or if you need assistance 
locating pharmacy outside of the state 
of Florida, please contact PSG for assis- 


tance at (800) 774-2002. 

So that you do not have any 
out of pocket cost, please remember to 
present your Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Member Health Plan ID card to the 
PSG pharmacy staff when dropping off 
your prescription. If you are experienc- 
ing difficulties obtaining your prescrip- 
tions from a PSG pharmacy, please con- 
tact Eligibility Coordinator Ana 
Cifuentes- Spivey at (954)962-2009, 

Ext. 147. 

As always, the health clinic 
staff is always available to assist you. 
Please contact the patient services coor- 
dinator at the health clinic in your area 
if you have any questions. The phone 
numbers, addressed and contact persons 
are listed below. 

Hollywood Health Center, 

3006 Josie Billie Avenue, Hollywood, 
FL 33024, (954) 962-2009, Karen 
Robinson-Lee; Big Cypress Health 
Center, HC61 Box 40A, Clewiston, FL 
33440, (863) 983-5151, Wendy Powers; 
Brighton Health Center, Route 6, Box 
589, Okeechobee, FL 34974, (863) 763- 
0271, Gail McClenithan. 
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Group photo of Tribal citizens and employees outside the National Car Rental Center. 


Seminole Tribe Participates in ‘America’s Walk for Diabetes’ 


By Michael Kelly 

SUNRISE, FL — For the third 
year in a row, citizens from the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida participated in the 
“America’s Walk for Diabetes,” held at 
the National Car Rental Center. More than 
50 Seminoles joined thousands of con- 
cerned South Floridians in the fight 
against diabetes, which is increasing 
across America. 

A sea of eager runners, joggers, 
and walkers set out to finish the three 
mile course. Participants started just out- 
side the sports complex, and then headed 
inside to walk a complete circle. After 
completing that, participants then fol- 
lowed the course set up in the mammoth 
parking lot. 

“This was the largest group of 
participants we’ve ever had,” said walk 
coordinator Edna McDuffie. 

Big Cypress resident Samuel 
Tommie was one of the newcomers to the 
event. 

“I went into Edna’s office and 
she told me about Walk for Diabetes,” 
said Tommie. “I thought it was a great 
idea to get involved.” 

As this event has grown, so has 
the amount of Seminole participants. 
McDuffie, the outreach liaison at the Big 
Cypress wellness center, recalled the 
turnout from just three years ago. 

“We had 1 5 walkers and three in 
strollers the first year,” said McDuffie. 
“The second year we had approximately 
45 [participants] from three reservations; 
mostly tribal members. This year we had 
55.” 

Tribal employees came out as 
well to support the walk. 

McDuffie, a staunch supporter of 
these types of healthy programs, is also 
involved in the Rez Rally, which will be 
held on Jan. 22, 2005. Meetings are being 
held to determine which reservation will 
host the event and to work any other 
details. 

McDuffie is extremely dedicated 
to her profession and wants to see as 
many tribal citizens participate, but her 
deep convictions towards eliminating this 
dreaded disease is how it affected her 
mother. 

“I was interested in walking to 
raise money to find a cure for diabetes 
because my mother had suffered from dia- 
betes for years and finally died from com- 
plications in 2001,” said McDuffie. “I was 
planning my first walk with the group 
when she passed away.” 

Another person who is extremely 
involved with the health of the Seminole 
Tribe is Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 

“Chairman Mitchell Cypress has 
been very supportive with the ‘America’s 
Walk for Diabetes’,” said McDuffie. “I 
told him the numbers we had at the last 
walk and he was quite pleased to hear the 
number of tribal members who walked 
this time.” 

McDuffie has worked for the 


health department since 2002. She started 
a walking program for herself due to high 
cholesterol and found she enjoyed the 
walking and what it did for her overall 
health. 

“I also found others out there 
doing the same thing... walking/running; 
and that’s how we got started getting 
groups together for fund raising walks. 
We’ve all helped/supported each other out 
in doing these walks. We've had great 
support from our Council Representatives 
David Cypress, Max Osceola, Roger 
Smith and of course Chairman Mitchell 


Cypress," said McDuffie. 

All this coincides with the 
Lifestyle Balance Program now being 
implemented in the Seminole allied health 
department. After sporting matching red 
T-shirts last year, the Seminole group 
wore white shirts. Inscribed on the back 
of each shirt was “walking together for 
better health.” 

“Anytime we have our people 
walking for their health we are very 
encouraged,” said McDuffie. “This was a 
plus walk because we’re helping to find a 
cure for diabetes.” 



Rubin Burgess cools down after the walk. 



Michael Kelly 


(L-R) Vicky Barogiannis, Suzanne Davis, and Shannon McKeown enjoyed assisting 
the participants. 
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Donelda Mercer and daughter Rodni enjoy their brisk walk. 


Michael Kelly 

Edna McDuffie begins her trek inside the NCRC. 
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Don’t mm q minute of the action us the biggest names in the UP9A go 
head to head at Sciainulc Hord lock. ESPN coverage December 4 and 5. 
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FREE TICKETS FO 


Semite Hard Rock Casino are offering Free Tickets: 

1 Tickets per session per Tribal Member for Thursday and Friday 
of tournament week. 


jaiS 

■[TI 


i ■ 1 fl 

IMi] 


South Florida ’s number one country western nightclub and restaurant 




The Round Up is South Florida's 
number one country western nightclub 
and restaurant. We're open Wed. through Sun v 6 p.m. to 4 
a.m., with four full-liquor bars and seven gourmet dinners 
served all night. 



With good food, great 
music, a large dance floor, 
the best entertainment, 
the most outrageous drink 
specials, and rooms 
packed full of beautiful 
people, a good time is a 
sure thing at 'The World 
Famous Round Up". 


*Free entry with your Tribal I.D. Card 

The Round Up Is located at: 

9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 

(Southwest Corner of 1-595 
and Pine Island Road in the 
Pine Island Plaza). 

Call (954) 423-1990 
or visit us at 

www. roundupcountry.com. 



Dionne Smedly and the Seminole 4-H Program 



Susan Etxebarria 

New 4-H Seminole Program Assistant Dionne Smedley. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Dionne 
Smedly has been appointed to the 
position of program assistant in the 
Seminole 4-H Program. Smedley 
works directly for 4-H Coordinator 
Polly Osceola Hayes at the Cattle 
and Agriculture Building in 
Brighton and oversees activities and 
functions for all the 4-H clubs at the 
various reservations. 

“Being familiar with 4-H, 

Dionne has been a tremendous 
help,” said Hayes. “She has gotten 
more parents involved.” 

Smedley had worked in the 
broadcasting department and then 
stayed home for a year raising four 
kids from the ages of six up to 18. 

Smedley said her days working with 
4-H have been very busy lately with 
25 kids in Brighton starting their 
steer programs and about 1 8 kids 
buying their swines. 

This year the 4-H Program 
is doing something different holding 
monthly weigh-ins so that the kids 
have a better idea how their animal is doing. They 
also have been fundraising. The weekend of Oct. 
22-24 they sold concessions for a barrel-racing com- 
petition held at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. 


Smedley said she enjoys working closely 
with the kids, especially getting to know them and 
working “on a one on one basis.” She and her hus- 
band also own a fencing business. 



Judy Weeks 


Vice President Frankie Marrero in foreground, President Mark Arriaga, Sgt. of Arms, Ralph Sanchez, 
Treasurer, Cassandra Jimmie and Secretary Demi Garza. 


Big Turn Out for New 4-H Season 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — 

Members of the Immokalee 4- 
H Program attended a general 
meeting on Wednesday Oct. 27 
at the Immokalee Seminole 
Youth and Livestock Ranch for 
election of officers, steer 
weigh-in and swine clean up 
day. 

The steer weigh-in 
began promptly at 3 p.m. as the 
participants arrived from 
school. It was apparent that the 
youngsters have been spending 
a great deal of time with their 
livestock. The majority of the 
animals, while not totally coop- 
erative, had lost much of their 
aggressive nature and entered 
the scales without mishap. The 
weight gain on all of the ani- 
mals was considerable. 

Steer participants 
immediately went to work on 



Judy Weeks 


Alexis Aguilar and Jade Tapia load sand the hard way as they help 
Lazara Marrero. 


President Frankie Marrero, 
Secretary Demi Garza, 
Treasurer Cassandra Jimmie, 
Sergeant of Arms Ralph 
Sanchez and Reporter Laci 
Sanchez. 

4-H Program Director 
Candy Mancil took orders 
from the youth regarding their 
swine preference as to breed 
and color. She then made a trip 
to Morgan Farms in Georgia, 
which specializes in official 
show pigs. All of Morgan’s 
swine are wormed, tagged and 
state certified. They are care- 
fully selected according to 
conformation and weight. 

Mancil, who made 
every effort to accommodate 
the participants’ qualifications, 
arrived on Wednesday Nov. 10 
with a trailer-load of potential 
winners, which were distributed 
among the competitors. 


cleaning their stalls while the 
stock was tied out. During the 
past month they had moved into 
their new facility which has made 
life much easier. Immokalee is 
raising eight steers this year. 

The swine barn was 
swarming with youngsters and 
their parents as they prepared for 
this year’s pigs. Drawings were 
held for each pen and again for 
the feeders in an effort to fairly 
satisfy everyone’s preference. 

Next was the big busi- 
ness-the election of officers. A 
great deal of discussion took 
place regarding possible candi- 
dates and Cris Marrero outlined 
the job descriptions. Ballots were 
cast by a raising of hands while 
the contenders turned their backs 
to allow voters to remain anony- 
mous. 

Our new officers are: 
President Mark Arriaga, Vice 



Judy Weeks 

Raymond Mora helps his daughter Lilly select a swine feeder. 



Judy Weeks 

Diedra Hall places her steer Tony the Tiger in the scale for 4-H weigh-in. 
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Adelsa Williams 

WBO President Francisco Valcaceo, Oscar De La Hoya, Max Osceola Jr. 


Boxer Teams Up With Council 
Representative For A Round Of Golf 


By Adelsa Williams 

DAVIE, FL — Boxer Oscar 
De La Hoya paired up with Hollywood 
Council Representative Max Osceola Jr. 
for a round of golf on Friday Oct. 29 at 
the Grande Oaks Golf Club in Davie, 
Fla. 

They enjoyed an afternoon on 


the popular course, formerly known as 
Rolling Hills Golf Club. 

De La Hoya roomed at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in 
Hollywood during the past boxing 
show, which was promoted by his com- 
pany, Golden Boy Promotions. 


Vickery Wins Billiards V 
Senior’s Master Tournament 



By Nery Mejicano 

LAKE PARK, FL — Howard 
Vickery, originally from Sneads, Fla. 


Nery Mejicano 

(L-R) Ray Martin, David Cypress, Howard Vickery, 
and Steve Mizerak. 


won the Fifth Senior’s Masters Pool 
tournament sponsored by the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. The tournament was 
held at Mizerak’s 
Billiards in Lake Park, 
Fla., Nov. 2-6. 

Fifty- seven of 
the world’s best senior 
9-ball players came 
together for this tourna- 
ment. Vickery came out 
with self assurance and 
determination to defeat 
some of the best play- 
ers, including Jose 
Parica, Nick Varner, 
Buddy Hall and finally 
in an 11 -4 victory, he 
defeated Ray Martin for 
the $10,000 prize. 
Martin took second 
place to win $6,000, 
followed by Buddy Hall 
on third place with a 
$4,000 purse. 

Hall won sec- 
ond place in the 2003 
Senior’s by losing to 
Mike Siegel who 
walked away with first 
place. 


Zachary Battiest: a Star On 
and Off the Football Field 


Scores two touch- 
downs in 62-8 romp 
against Zion 
Lutheran Lions 

By Michael Kelly 

HOLLYWOOD — Zachary 
Battiest and his fellow Hollywood 
Christian Eagles celebrated their annual 
homecoming varsity football game with 
a resounding victory over the Zion 
Lutheran Lions, 62-8. Battiest 
scored on runs of three and 1 0 
yards to lead the rout. 

Battiest, a sopho- 
more, is one of the most ver- 
satile players on the undefeat- 
ed Eagles’ team, playing on 
special teams, covering kick- 
offs, fullback, and linebacker. 

He, along with eight other 
players, ran for 269 yards, 
while quarterback Mike 
Savarese threw for 148 yards 
and two touchdown passes. 

Coach Lance Picard 
loves the attitude and energy 
Battiest brings to the football 
field. 

“Zachary is one of 
the hardest working players 
we have on the team,” said 
Coach Picard. “He’s very ded- 
icated and enthusiastic.” 

After scoring his 
first-ever touchdown, an emo- 
tional Battiest dedicated it to 
his late grandfather, Pete 
Baker, who passed away last 
year. Battiest said he looks to 
inspire other Native American 
athletes to participate in sports 
at every level. 

Although Battiest enjoys lead 
blocking for the offense, his favorite 
professional players are defensive play- 
ers from the Miami Dolphins, including 
Zack Thomas, Jason Taylor, and Junior 
Seau. His favorite college team is the 
Oklahoma Sooners. 

The high-flying Eagles are 
currently one of the highest ranked 
teams in the area, but just in case, 
Zackary’s mother, June Battiest, wears 


her good luck earrings. 

“Last year I began wearing 
beaded eagle earrings to the games. 

And since then the team has not lost,” 
said Battiest’ s mother. 

Henry Battiest, Battiest ‘s 
father, is excited about how well his son 
is playing, but knows there more to 
Battiest than just football. 

“Zackary is also a top musi- 
cian, playing drums,” he said. “He 
could play professionally.” 

Unfortunately, Battiest’ s moth- 
er, June Battiest, could not attend the 


game. She was in Oklahoma, attending 
her father-in-law’s birthday. However, 
both parents, including family and 
friend, want Battiest to know how 
proud they are of him. 

Not only does Battiest excel at 
football-even during his first year of 
organized football-but also in the class- 
room. He’s excels in his classes at 
Hollywood Christian, earning a GPA of 
3.0. 



Michael Kelly 


Zackary Battiest hopes to inspire other Native 
Americans to participate in sports. 


Seminole Halloween Classic Golf Tournament 




By Adelsa Williams 

WESTON, FL — Some strange 
individuals gathered up for the Halloween 
golf tournament at the Bonaventure Golf 
Club on Saturday Oct. 30, amusing ongo- 
ing traffic along Bonaventure Boulevard 
as well as other golfers. 

Some of the characters were 
Colin Powell, a distressed Jeff Gordon, a 


Adelsa Williams 

Joe Kippenberger breaks all the rules playing 
golf in his baseball costume. 


Hard Rock construction worker 
and a blind umpire. All partici- 
pants had to be in a costume to be 
allowed to participate in the clas- 
sic event and could not wear the 
same costume from the year 
before. Also, each player had to 
select three golf clubs for the 
entire tournament. 

Every year the 
recreation department coor- 
dinates this classic event, 
which in the past has fea- 
tured gorillas, monsters, 

Elvis, and more. At the end 
of the tournament, the win- 
ners met at the club house 
for a brief social gathering, 
where the winners would 
be announced. 

Here are the 
results. Longest Drive: 
Seniors: Hole 7 Max 
Osceola Jr., Men: Hole 7 
Steve Osceola. Closest to 
the Pin: Seniors: Hole 3 
Roy Butera, Hole 5 Max 
Osceola Jr., Hole 8 
Lawrence Osceola, Hole 1 1 
Max Osceola Jr., Hole 15 
Lawrence Osceola; Men: 

Hole 3 Jeremy Harrison, Hole 
Steve Osceola, Hole 8 Jeremy 


Adelsa Williams 

Lawrence Osceola as Colin Powell. 


Harrison, Hole 1 1 Joe Kippenberger, Hole 
5 15 Terry Tartsah, Hole 17 Terry Tartsah; 

Ladies: Hole 11 Kristin Duda. 



Felix DoBosz 


Salaw Hummingbird aims for the green. 


Intertribal 
Agriculture 
Council Golf 
Tournament 

By Felix DoBosz 

DAVIE, FL — The Intertribal 
Agriculture Council (IAC) Golf Tournament 
took place at Arrowhead Golf Course on Nov. 

1 . This golf tournament was part of the festivi- 
ties at the IAC’s 18th annual conference, which 
was held at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino, on Nov. 1-5. Richard Bowers, 

President of the IAC Board of Directors, hosted 
the conference. 

There were 22 competitors participat- 
ing in this tournament, which was played on a 
pleasant and sunny afternoon. 

The competitive golfers played 1 8 
holes before retiring to the Arrowhead 
Clubhouse, waiting for the final round scores. 

A special thanks to Joe Frank for organizing 
and preparing the golf score results. The scores 
for the tournament are listed below. 

1. Bo Young, Salaw Hummingbird and 
Raymond Mora, 2. Max B. Osceola Jr., 
Lawrence Osceola, Ricky Doctor and Gina 
Alydyce, 3. Mitch Osceola, Steve Osceola, Bob 
Penko and Miquel Mota, 4. Charlie Cypress, 
Kahane Osceola, Lizabeth Bates and Raymond 
Garza Sr., 5. Joe Billie Jr., Joe Frank and Jackie 
Thompson. 

Most Honest Score: 1. Joe 
Kippenberger, 2. Mondo Tiger, 3. Raymond 
Garza Jr., 4. Steven Bowers. 

KP’s Closest to the Pin: #2 Bob 
Panko, #8 Lawrence Osceola, #10 Mitch 
Osceola, #12 Charlie Cypress, #17 Lizabeth 
Bates. 

L.D. Longest Drive: Men: Miquel 
Mota, Senior Men: Bo Young, Women: 

Lizabeth Bates. 


PRC A Rodeo Provides Great Entertainment 



By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The showdown 
of champions at the Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association (PRCA) Southeast 
Circuit Rodeo hosted by Brighton 
Seminole reservation the weekend of Nov 
12-14 was an exciting production this 
year. Only the top cowboys competed for 
prizes. 

Families had it all to enjoy along 
with myriads of entertainment options 
throughout the glorious day. The rodeo 
was the icing on the cake Saturday after- 
noon after so many other wonderful enter- 
tainments was offered throughout the 
rodeo grounds. Crowds of people took in 
the performances at the outdoor stage dur- 
ing the day, enjoyed carnival rides and 
played the carnival games, strolled 
through the art exhibits and culture 
exhibits as well as ate a variety of deli- 
cious foods from one of the many food 
booths. 

The Blue Earth Dancers, led by 
the drumming of Ric Bird, a Cherokee, 
and Otto Mahsetky, a Commanchee, per- 
formed traditional Native American 
dances as well as some newer ones that 
Bird said he has adapted from their fre- 


quent attendance at Pow Wows. Bird has 
raised his sons and their wives as well as 
his grandchildren in the dancing tradition 
and as the Blue Earth Dancers they travel 
most weekends per- 
forming. 

Mahetsky’s 
wife, daughter and 
son are also dancers. 
The entire troupe is 
comprised of 1 3 
members. They 
always open their 
shows with a haunt- 
ing prayer song that 
gives thanks to God 
and asks for His for- 
giveness which is in 
the tradition of his 
people. Bird 
explained that many 
of the dances have a 
spiritual message and 
he believes that they 
have something to 
say to the young peo- 
ple. 

He said he 
especially likes to 
take the troupe to 
schools to explain the 
meaning of life to 


children through dance. 

“It’s been my life. I enjoy this,” 

he said. 

Bird not only performed he was 
also the master of ceremonies for the 
shows that included alligator wrestling 
and the snappy Ramblin’ Rebel Cloggers. 

When it came to the cloggers 
there was a pleasant surprise as it was 
announced that the troupe’s founder was 
dedicating their performance to Brighton 
elder Happy Jones. 

“JJappy Jones is the reason we 
are here. They have a long time friendship 
and they call each other sister,” 
announced the dance troupe’s instructor, 
Sandy Devorh. 

The cloggers have been perform- 
ing at Brighton for 20 years and every 
year it is Happy Jones who asks them to 
come. The founder of the troupe, also a 
clogger herself, is Kitty Bates of 
Melbourne, Fla. Bates and Jones grew up 
around each other as children when their 
fathers were hunters and trappers together. 

This annual rodeo is one of the 
more sensational events sponsored by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida with lots of 
volunteers helping out. Ellen Smith, who 
coordinates the event, is to be commended 
for organizing a weekend that is an 
extraordinary accomplishment. 



Susan Etxebarria 


This Blue Earth Dancer is one of 13 in his dance troup. 
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Continued from page 1 

meant to her, and how the tournament has grown. 
People of all ages packed the gym, greatly anticipat- 
ing the championship games. 

The sport of basketball really has become a 
part of the Seminole community. In between games, 
parents and grandparents watched their young chil- 
dren do their best at bouncing various colored basket- 
balls. 

In one of the early games, the Canes 
stormed past War Party, winning a mercy game, 64- 
33. On the ladies’ side, Melissa Moskett led the Lady 
Seminoles with 1 9 points as they easily defeated 
United. 

The Lady Seminoles kept the momentum 
going, rolling into the finals against the Outlaw 
Women. Playing a balanced, team offense and tena- 
cious defense, the Lady Seminoles earned a mercy- 
rule victory, soundly defeating the Outlaw Women, 
59-28. The first 
half was close, as 
Candace Black 
bird kept the 
Outlaw Women 
within striking dis- 
tance. 

In the 

second half, spark- 
plug player and 
eventual MVP 
Tasha Osceola 
fiercely contested 
every rebound, 
inbound pass, and 
shot. She and her 
sisters Mercedes 
and JoJo Osceola 
were the perfect 
trio, all contribut- 
ing to the champi- 
onship win. 

Tournament scor- 
ing leader Melissa 
Mossett could 
have earned the 
MVP honors as 
well; her clutch 
scoring and enthu- 
siasm were ever- 
present. 

In the men’s finals, Coach Clifton Huggins 
had the Canes ready to take on the Choctaw team 
from Mississippi. The Canes stormed out to a dou- 
ble-digit first half lead, which they never relin- 
quished, and won 82-58. As usual, the Canes out- 
worked their opponents on both ends of the floor. 

Throughout the game, the Canes played sti- 
fling defense, limiting the Choctaws to poor quality 
shots. Pete Osceola was a force on the offensive and 
defensive boards, and rarely did the Canes allow a 
second chance shot. On offense, Tony Heard and 
Carlos Adamson continually drove hard to the basket, 
drawing fouls and converting many 3 -point plays. 

With less than three minutes left in the 
game, the Canes were up by 20 points. Shaun 
Dougherty almost single-handedly kept the Choctaws 
close, launching three pointers and connecting on 


off-balanced jump shots. 

After the victory, trophies were handed out 
to the top three men’s and women’s teams. 
Championship MVP’s Tasha Osceola and Carlos 
Adamson received hand-made Seminole jackets, 
while other players received black jackets and tro- 
phies. 

On Sunday, the Cindy Osceola Memorial 
switched venues and headed to the Don Carter 
University Lanes in Davie, Fla. There, participants 
enjoyed the less strenuous sport of bowling. Raffles 
were held throughout the tournament, with the lucky 
winners receiving bowling balls, bags, towels, and 
more. All were courtesy of the president’s office. 

Results from the bowling tournament: 

Scotch doubles: 1. Monica Cypress 224, 2. 
Alfreda Muskitt 221, 3. Trish Osceola 217, 4. Nadine 
Tommy 193, 5. Patricia Wilcox 187, 6. Beverly 
Tommie 176. 

3-6-9: 1. Reina Micco and Chris Osceola 
439, 2. Valerie Holata and Blake Osceola 410, 3. 
Rosetta Bowers and Marcy Osceola 406, 4. Wendi 


Juraez and Pemell Bert 394, 5. Nadine Tommy and 
Kevin Tommie 393, 6. Alfreda Muskitt and Mitch 
Osceola 393. 

No tap: 1. Patricia Wilcox and Chris 
Osceola 561, 2. Margaret Wilcox and Kevin Tommie 
532, Tie 3. Alfreda Muskitt and Joy Micco 469, 

Reina Micco and Blake Osceola 468, 4. Jennifer 
Tigertail and Albert Snow 433, 5. Rosetta Bowers 
and John Tigertail 384. 

Women 60 and older: 1. Mabel Osceola 592, 
2. Maydell Osceola 449, 3. Addie Osceola 438. Men 
60 and older: 1. Damon Wilcox 551, 2. Dan Osceola 
449. Women 50-59: 1. Mary Micco 419, 2. Vivian 
Delgado 412, 3. Judy Jones 357. Men 50-59: 1. 

David Jumper 562, 2. Moses Osceola 527, 3. Ronnie 
Doctor 419. 




Iretta Tiger 

Max Osceola Jr. enjoyed sponsoring the first place “Hit Squad” softball team. 


The Hit Squad Surprises Councilman 

By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

Sept. 27, the Hit Squad, the 
Seminole Tribe’s co-ed softball team, 
held their end of season banquet at 
the Hard Rock Hotel. The dinner was 
not only to mark the end of the sea- 
son; it was to also celebrate the team 
winning the first place trophy. 

The Hit Squad had a sur- 
prise for the team’s most ardent sup- 
porter. On behalf of the team, 

Captain Nicole Osceola presented 
Councilman Max B. Osceola Jr. the 
first place trophy. 

“Max takes a personal inter- 
est in the team” stated one team 
member. “He always wants to know 
how the team is doing and wanted to 
meet with the team.” 

Osceola personally thanked 
each team member and reflected on 
the power of unity. 

“Sports teaches us sports- 
manship, you learn to play as a 
team,” said Osceola. “Everyone 
learns what their strengths and weak- 
nesses are and they learn to work 
together through their strengths.” 

Congratulations Hit Squad 
and congratulations Max for a job 
well done. Councilman Max Osceola Jr. holds up the first place trophy. 



Iretta Tiger 


Throughout life’s journey, there are many roads to choose and many paths to find . . . 

Today, we invite you to explore 

^ eminole pathways! 


An exciting new Tribal Career Development and Internship Program 
packed with learning and personal growth opportunities and choices, 
designed to develop tomorrow's Tribal workforce and business leaders! 


To become an Intern, YOU . . 

*> Are self-motivated and 
willing to work to become 
all you can be 

*> Have a piist-semndarv 
degree (AA, AS, or higher) 

❖ Are able to work full time 

❖ Are a Tribal member or 
direct descendant 

*> Want to be an active Tribal 
business team player 



As an Intern, YOU CAN . . , 

*> Build valuable knowledge 
and skills within a variety 
of departments 

*> Achieve meaningful, well- 
defined goals 

v Serve the Tribe and its 
members 



*$» Work, learn, and earn 
*> Help shape your future 


To learn more about this and other Seminole Tribe of Florida 
training and job opportunities, please contact: 

Anthony Frank, Professional Development and Relationships Liaison 
Corporate Human Resources Department, 954-966-6300 x1137. 
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Wyatt Webb Brings 
Positive Messages to BC 

The author of two books gives tribal 
citizens ‘Five Steps to Overcoming 
Fear and Self Doubt ’ 

By Shelley Marmor 

BIG CYPRESS — Family Services Director Crissie 
Carter said that when she became the department’s director, 
Big Cypress Councilman David Cypress told her to “think 
outside the box” with her approach to serving the Seminole 
tribal community. She listened, bringing in Wyatt Webb. 

Webb, 61, has seen a lot in this life. He is a former 
country musician who spent 30 weeks a year on tour, eventu- 
ally turning his back on the music industry to work through 
his life-threatening substance abuse problems. 

Webb recovered and went on to become a therapist, 
which he has been for 24 years, spending much of his early 
career directing a treatment center for adolescents. A decade 
into his therapy career, he started working with horses. 

At the treatment center, Webb said he observed chil- 
dren interacting with horses in a program they had at the cen- 
ter. He eventually realized that they were acting out scenarios 
from their life through the horse. 

“As I watched these kids interact with the horse, I 
had history on all of ‘em; what they were doing was that they 
were recreating their life right before my very eyes” Webb 
said. “They were treating horses exactly how they learned 
how to treat people. And the relationship they was creating 
was pretty dangerous-which is how their lives had been. 

“I thought ‘this is just way too rich to let go of,’ ” he 
continued. “So at that moment in time, I said ‘I want you to 
take this program and I want it to become people-focused. ’ ” 

His first book, 2002s “It’s Not About the Horse-If s 
About Overcoming Fear and Self-Doubt” dealt with exactly 
what he noticed in how children were interacting with horses. 
Webb’s second book was 2004s “Five Steps for Overcoming 
Fear and Self-Doubt: Journey into Present-Moment Time,” 
which he spoke about in the seminar. 

Webb says the five steps to overcoming fear and 
self-doubt are: admit your fear, evaluate how afraid you are 
on a one- 10 scale, decide what the worst case scenario is, 
gather information and support that validates the worst case 
scenario and decide what level of fear you are then on from 
one-10, and finally celebrate the loss of the fear and self- 
doubt. 

He said he believes the one reason humans have fear 
and self-doubt is because they want to be in control. Webb 
says, however, that controlling living things is impossible 
since they “were bom to be free.” 

“There’s a big slab of cement down by the corral 
where I work. . . but there’s cracks in that cement,” Webb 
said. “And I promise you that every year when the monsoons 
come, there’s probably a seed under there somewhere that the 
water will get down to, and when it hits it, it will find the 
light in that crack. 

“The next thing you know, about two days later, 
there’s a weed coming out of it. It’s got all this stuff sitting on 
top of it-you can’t control something that lives,” Webb added. 
“It’s not set up for it to happen; it’s against the law.” 

Webb currently lives in Tucson, Ariz., where he 
heads the Equine Experience at the Miraval Life in 
Balance™ spa resort-named the number one spa in the coun- 
try by the readers of such well-known travel publications as 
Conde Nast Traveler , Spafinders Magazine , Zagat Survey and 
Travel & Leisure. 

For more information on Webb’s Equine Experience 
at Miraval, please visit http://www.miravalresort.com/ 
actadventure.php and click on “Equine Experience” under 
the “Horsemanship” section on the left side of the screen. 


Wyatt Webb’s Equine Experience 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE 

The Wyatt Webb seminar com- 
pleted a full day of conference 
room therapy on Nov 1 in Big 
Cypress and then traveled to 
Immokalee for a two day 
hand’s-on experience. Family 
Services Department Director 
Crissie Carter arranged for 
Webb to hold his sessions out- 
doors where participants had an 
opportunity to interact with a 
horse. A round pen and seating 
were placed beneath the oak 
trees providing a peaceful set- 
ting in which to examine one’s 
inner self. 

Webb, who had recent- 
ly arrived from Tucson, Ariz., 
began his presentation by 
exposing his background as a 
country music road lizard who 
suffered from alcoholism and 
chemical experimentation, 
which nearly killed him. 

Originally from Georgia, he 

grew up with self-doubts and 
fears that made him vulnerable to addiction by the 
time he was sixteen. Despite this stumbling block, 
he eventually attended West Georgia College and 
obtained degrees in both English and psychology. 

Upon graduation, Webb perused a career 
in the music industry which proved to be self- 
destructive. He spent 20 years in Nashville, Tenn. 
where he married and later welcomed a son and 
daughter, while still performing with his own band 
and cutting records. However, having never faced 
his own fears and self doubts, he was unable to 
achieve his goals. He blamed his failures on every- 
one and a family coping with his addictions could 
not last. 

When Webb hit rock bottom he admitted 
himself to Cumberland Heights Rehabilitation 




Judy Weeks 

Wyatt Webb helps Elsa Tamara build self-confidence 
through Equine Therapy. 


Judy Weeks 

Wyatt Webb’s informative therapy session drew an interested group of participants. 


Center in Nashville. After three attempts he came 
to realize that he had to cope with his underlying 
fears if he were to change his 
life, since we each control our 
own destiny. 

“I learned to listen 
and spent the next sixteen 
years growing up and prepar- 
ing for my second marriage,” 

Webb said. “It’s been six years 
since I made the plunge and I 
am doing a good job of being a 
husband.” 

As part of his recov- 
ery, he acquired 8000 hours of 
Gestalt Therapy training and 
delved into the field 
of transference. In his 
22 years as a thera- 
pist, he has worked 
with all age groups 
but enjoys teens the 
most. ’’They are more 
open minded and 
willing to accept 
change,’’ he said. 

“Everything 
we do in life is in 
preparation for the 
next thing,” Webb 
said. “All behavior is 
logical if we examine 
where it comes from. 

“Horses are pure and live in the 
present. Since all behavior is learned, we 
tend to copy what adults say and do, 
making up stories in our heads to cover 
our inadequacies or rationalize our 
behavior. 

“With horses we send the mes- 
sage and they respond. You must learn to 
do the same with your body. It is your 
best friend and can't lie to you.” 


Using the horse to 
illustrate his concept of self- 
healing, he taught the group 
how to properly conquer 
their fears and approach the 
animal with confidence. 
Several members of the 
group were afraid of such a 
large animal, but eventually 
they were picking up and 
cleaning its feet. 

“People are trained 
to minimize their fears so as 
not to look foolish in front 
of others,” Webb said. 
“When you talk about your 
fear, you take it from a 
secret place and reduce it by 
half. Postponing things 
increases fear. You must 
meet doubt head on and in 
most cases, it will disappear. 
Working with the horse, you 
transfer your nervousness to 
him. As you build confi- 
dence and self assurance the 

horse responds and relaxes. 

Together, you and the horse 
learn to cope with reality.” 

The entire presentation took only three 



Judy Weeks 

Family Services Director Crissie Carter invited Wyatt Webb to 
bring his unique threapy skills to Seminole Country. 


hours in which time all eight of the participants 
individually handled the horse, leading it and pick- 
ing up its feet, while talking about themselves and 
confronting their doubts. Everyone seemed to 
grow more comfortable as the class progressed. 

At the conclusion of the presentation, 
Webb stressed one point above all others. 

“A support group is the most important 
part of recovery,” he said. “You can not succeed 
alone.” 
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Judy Weeks 


Cody Motlow in the bull pen competition, 



Judy Weeks 

Chad Motlow gets ready to ride. 


Bull Pit Ministries Comes to the Rez 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The Bull Pit Ministry is 
a new concept in an effort to help young people make 
wise choices in their lives. It is designed to promote 
family values and help youngsters deal with the peer 
pressure they encounter daily. 

Mike and Vicki MacDonald have worked 
with parents and community leaders to organize a 
monthly competi- 
tion at the LaBelle 
Arena. Steers and 
bulls of all sizes 
are brought in and 
anyone wishing to 
try their hand at 
this rough and tum- 
ble sport are given 
an opportunity. 

Sheep are also 
available for mut- 
ton bustin. 

It is 

expected that each 
contestant will 
bring their own 
gear and vest, but a 
first time rider can 
usually count on a 
loan for his or her 
ride, if necessary. 

Their motto is “No 
one shall be left 
behind.” There is 


an entry fee of $ 1 0 per run and the turn out has been 
extraordinary. Everything appears well organized and 
safety is a primary issue. 

Immokalee Seminole Youth and Livestock 
Ranch Director Benny Motlow took a group to the 
Bull Pit Ministries on Saturday Oct. 23 to see how it 
worked. Before the evening was over, Kenny Joe 
Davis, 6, had ridden a sheep and was bragging about 

riding steers as soon as 
he gets big. 

Cody, 11, and 
Chad Motlow, 10, clad 
in new chaps and vests, 
tried out their new rig- 
ging on the steers. With 
butterflies in their stom- 
achs they emerged from 
the chutes with high 
expectations. The ride 
was over before they 
knew it and they are 
also talking about next 
month. 

Motlow said he 
plans to attend the next 
competition with an 
even bigger group in the 
future and make this a 
regular event in the 
Youth Ranch's busy 
schedule. 



Judy Weeks 

Kenny Joe Davis, 6, mutton bustin’ at the rodeo grounds. 



Lraa/ Calls: 30 5 m 55?‘ r j' r r www.ji3iniettomotofsportB.com 
8400 Hferf 200} Aw. Hialeah (Miami), FL 330W (Pai/ni-tlo X-V/ay/828) at IM 122nd St. Exit) 
MfiNQAY tons FRIDAY - 9:00am till 5:3Qpw\ Saturday - O-.imam HO 5:D0po t Sunday - Riding 

UL. ,LT 7 W lYi llirjtr > i-t, EWlW.IWnm flUTI iSTIlttiriW i—v. .11 rvfci! mr> flJ. ■ ci m iV .■ >.■«.«. E: kir- f 

■V’i lt i - p 1 1 ■: : v« / 1 ; | . 1 -lti i-y Wt «■■ - lv ■■ n ■ c* . w ■: ■ : v-Ji >i r i v ■■ : ■ ■ ■ j. ■■ : rf j hi v.-.x. r k -j ■■■"_■ i .1 % .-i L > ■■■ mV ■ 

.■ “ V- Tto.Wimu te!l— ■ « - lU m-.3 rR> ”*■». .x \\ 1.! l-iutki r_-TLrn^L'j-u.a r -r. lli-V Tj ;.x .3 

-hi x'l-.! i,r- WM 'V.wir ^t-r 1-1 r. C* ^Ri-'j It i h Si ptffr wrikh 


"L " 1 J r d r^nylK tew ‘Szntrct Tdtr WX rift :n rfie 
F l ’ldk K EkwiiA&I: Bk fntfk t < 
urir omjtrujtlir si;:: mi ik I' tvis ^e'c-nni 


^flCTJCE(_ 


iv rrrj iTTTj' 


.'njnijinj 


mm YELLOW 
AND 00 RIDE! 



I iJ 9 






“T.n in i'.n 1 T .1 r. Met nereis . iS.'q (,'yferr.tt I'.nrfJ.T.n Rr.zexi retlen^ Jte fi t Bex 4E. FJertffn .7LTJ 

C'ffcr: yr FAX'. tftfJ ■ kv w ly. 1: sti i : .n ufeJrib c iti n i i -y u, r li uen? 


November 26, 2004 



Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1993 


★ 


Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

GtMJKMFT DFI.IC HTS... t if HJRMJT BASKETS AND GOmiFS 

FLORAL LKPRLSSION5 t RLSH FLOWLR5 

IMDUI GFNCF BODY CARF PRODUCTS 

FRttKHJS MtlMtNT HAH ¥ AND HUH HHOUUCTS 

WITH SYMPATHY,.^..™.™. ...FLORAI f COURHFT 

MOVIHT 1N_ .WFiCOMF filFTS 

YOUR BUSINESS IHACL CORPORATC GIFTS 

★ 



954 - 921-6200 


Gourmet Gift Ras 
And Goodies 


2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, FL 

www . h oo ray sfromho El ywood.com 


Lcjcaf IJLdivcry 

J & DuiJrj- Cuuplty 

Whe S^rvErs. We Ship Anywhere* In The. Ll^iA 
LiivL Mi i ku lv Ordufi, All Majui CrcdiL Canli 




- KI.SII>D:N II \l . - COM Mi-lit :iail 


■ < Jffit-i - : ■ lic^tsi 1 1 rrnit -- Niiiiv < r i i-L'ti r:-n 



< 'ofling I 'fJiLs / 1 lijc.ll 1 Ifjls 
CodeMolatkm Correction 
Security Lightiujz 
rKaknlt (I Ou l Ms 
HI Meter Socket Repair 
Coni|>ultT Rwrns 
C ommerciaL Hood Ansul Systems 
IXK'k Ptmcr 
Sendee Upgrades 
Fuse ToCimiil Breaker 
Remodeling * Additions 
A/C Wiring ' Jacvnci / Rk.iI 


KAMO fNX/WnitFJ} 


IH.AM P.TLS I.IM l 

D.'iDE 000Wl¥^l$ 

Lai^>e Or 
Smafl Jobs 

r'limilY OtaiilnI & OpcnUd 
3 tadi-nreniiMhru hhT li lotlrioiiinK 
ii- 1 iltO' 





4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 


IWARDMOTORSPOItTS.COM 













The Seminole Tribune 


16 


November 26, 2004 


American Arts Celebration: A Day of Fun, Arts, Craft and Music 



Nery Mejicano 


Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum Director Tina Osceola spoke about for- 
mer director Billy Cypress. 



Nery Mejicano 


Graphic Designer Melissa Sherman distributed free issues of The 
Seminole Tribune to celebration attendees. 



Nery Mejicano 

Maybel Vitini, environmental activist and lead singer of As One. 


By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS 

— The sounds of singing, 
of flutes, drums, and gui- 
tars, filled the air while 
the smell of fry bread and 
barbeque ribs engulfed the 
parking lot of Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum for the 
Seventh Annual American 
Indian Arts Celebration. 
This year, the festival hon- 
ored the late Billy 
Cypress. Cypress was the 
former museum director, 
who passed away April 
12, 2004. 

Under a beautiful 
blue and sunny sky, 
Polynesian dancers enter- 
tained the audience with 
colorful South Pacific 
rhythms and some fun 
audience participation. 
Most of the participants 
were not cut out for such 
hip-shimmying moves, but 
they were good sports and 
brought about a great deal 
of laughter. 

The Yellow Bird 
Indian Dancers from 
Mesa, Ariz. followed. This 
is a talented and creative 


They wore colorful tradition- 
al Apache dress and all of them had a 
talent. One of the children is a record- 
ing artist, having two 
flute CD’s to his credit. 

The backdrop 
to these wonderful per- 
formances was created 
by the next entertainer, a 
wonderful and talented 
music writer, performer, 
muralist and environ- 
mental activist, Mabel 
Vitini. Vitini has per- 
formed for other tribal 
events such as the Big 
Cypress Youth 
Conference in 2002. She 
was part of American 
Pie, an all women’s 
band and now plays in 
her new band, As One, 
which preformed. 

Following As 
One’s performance, a 
portrait of Billy Cypress 
was unveiled and pre- 
sented to members of 
his family. The portrait 
will be permanently 
housed at the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki museum in 

. honor of a great person, 

hoop dancers and mesmerized those warrior and contributor to the cultural 
who were lucky enough to witness this her i tage 0 f t h e Seminole Tribe of 
talented group of artists. Florida 


family who moved the 
audience with their 

singing, poetry, and dance. Two sets of 
children demonstrated hoop dancing. 
The two older children are champion 



Nery Mejicano 

One of two hoop dancer from the Mesa, Ariz. 
Yellow Bird Indian Dancers. 



Nery Mejicano 

Colorful dancers like this one filled the stage. 



Nery Mejicano 

Seminole art and craft vendors had many beautiful items for sale. 



Nery Mejicano 

It didn’t take much convincing for volunteers to dance with this 
beautiful Polynesian dancer. 



Nery Mejicano 

Reigning Junior Miss Seminole Krystle Young. 



GET THE LOOK ! 


JR 5EAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 





AUDIO VOX DVD-VCPTUM£ft FIBERGLASS TON NO'S BRUSHGU ARDSfN ER PBA BS 

M-F Bam - 6pm l WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM t SAT Bam - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981-7223 / FAX; (954) 981-3401 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 

An th ouy "Tony” Sealcse 

Criminal Infractions rnhaiMemherPue^ofisMa 


As a Native American, 1 respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless monev 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 7ft Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 



The hiring of a lawyer is an import uni decision that should nut hv 
based solely upon advertise imnts, Before you decide, ask us to send 
you free w rillcii information about our qualifications anti experience. 
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Iretta Tiger 

Tribal seniors were presented with a traditonal wood carving. 



Fashion Show Finale: Participants lined up for on e last presentation of there beautiful clothing. 


Iretta Tiger 



Iretta Tiger 

Taiwanese male dancers had the crowd’s full attention. 



Iretta Tiger 


Takiwatan presented David DeHass with a wood carving combin- 
ing images from both Seminole and Taiwanese cultures. 


Seminoles Host a Cultural Exchange 



Iretta Tiger 


The Seminole Tribe was presented with photographs of 
the last of the facial tatooed elders. 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On Oct. 18, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida welcomed some very 
special guests; the indigenous people of 
Taiwan. The group of 28 people came from 
several natives tribes in Taiwan. 

Originally the group came to perform at 
the Indigenous Heritage Festival in Orlando 
and at the Dragon Boat Races in Miami. 
However, when they found out about the 
indigenous people of Florida, it was their wish 
to learn and experience everything they could 
about the Seminole Tribe and to share their cul- 
ture as well. 

Hollywood Board Rep. David 
DeHass, Hollywood Council Rep. Max Osceola, 
Jr., Charles Hiers Billie, and reporter Iretta 
Tiger, did what they could to make the cultural 
exchange happen. 

The evening started with dinner pre- 
pared by Jo Motlow North, Bonnie Motlow and 
Cornelia Osceola. There was fry bread, pump- 
kin bread and the Seminole delicacy, spam and 
tomato over rice. 

As we all ate dinner together, the 
Taiwanese inquired 
about Seminole clothing 
and the Seminole flag. 

Charles Hiers Billie 
explained the meaning 
and the history of these 
things. As he explained 
them to the group’s 
translator, Philip Diller, 
and the group leader, 

Alice Takiwatan, she in 
turn explained them to 
the group. After dinner 
we moved into the audi- 
torium for their per- 
formance. 

Their regalia 
was so beautiful; they 
decorated the auditori- 
um with banners and 
tribal art. The meaning 


of each dance and from what tribe 
they belong to was explained before 
each performance. 

During the show, the group 
presented David DeHass with a beau- 
tiful carving and photographs of the 
lost art of Atayal facial tattoos. 

The photographs are of the 
last of the elders with facial tattoos. 

When these elders are gone, the cul- 
tural heritage of facial tattoos is for- 
ever lost. At one point, the facial tat- 
too had become so taboo that there 
were attempts at removing them by 
rubbing the face with acid. 

The Taiwanese also gave 
Maggie Osceola and James Tiger, Sr. 
beautiful handmade blankets, which 
are made in the same way that 
Navajo blankets are made. They also 
gave a blanket to Tiger and her fiance 
as an early wedding present. 

At the end of the show, 

Takiwatan thanked the tribe and open- 
ly invited the tribe to come and visit 

the tribes of 
Taiwan. Maggie 
Osceola joined 
them onstage for 
photographs and 
those tribal citizens 
that did attend the 
performance 
absolutely loved it. 
Their (tribal citi- 
zens) only disap- 
pointment was that 
only a handful of 
Seminoles were 
there to represent 
the tribe. 

The next 
day, the group 
toured the 
Hollywood tribal 
office and present- 


ed a gorgeous carving to the seniors of the tribe. 
It was wonderful to watch them as they toured 
the office. Everything little detail was so fasci- 
nating to them and nothing escaped their atten- 
tion. Following the office tour, the group was 
taken to Big Cypress where they toured the 
museum and Billie Swamp Safari. 

For those of you who missed seeing 
this group, you might get to see them at the trib- 
al fair. David DeHass is working to bring them 
back. 

It was an amazing thing to experience 
and had nothing to do with money or business 
deals. It was two groups of indigenous tribes 
sharing their cultures and finding out how simi- 
lar we are. 

Thank you David DeHass and Max 
Osceola, Jr. for bringing this to the tribe. Thank 
you to Jo North, Bonnie Motlow and Cornelia 
Osceola for the wonderful meal you provided. 
You ladies are the greatest. 



Iretta Tiger 

Taiwanese weaving demonstration. 



Iretta Tiger 


Taiwanes coastal fishing village tribes performs traditonal dances, 
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Iretta Tiger 

Colorful Taiwanese banners and traditionally dressed demonstrators transformed the Hollywood auditorium. 



Iretta Tiger 

The Taiwanese visitors put on a fashion show. 



Iretta Tiger 

Taiwanese coastal fishing village tribes desplay the diversity of there culture. 
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Iretta Tiger 

A tradition Taiwanese garmet. 
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Announcements ❖ Ahaaheeke *> Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 



To Codene Jumper. I would 
like to express my love for my daughter 
on her belated birthday. My, girl, you 
have grown. I would like to apologize for 
the ones I have missed. I love you lots, 
lots. Love you my girl. 

Love, 

Mom 

To Codene Jumper. Hey girl! 
We want to wish you a happy belated 
birthday. Sorry we missed it but we hope 
you had fun. Well we love you and can’t 
wait until next year. 

Love you lots, 

Ryan, Miranda, your niece 

Ryanna 



To Cordey Jumper. I would 
like to express love to my son on his 
birthday. Have a nice happy birthday. 
My son, I would like to apologize for 
missing your past birthdays. My goodness 
you have gotten big. Always know I love 
you lots. Love you son. 

Love, 

Mom 

To Cordey Jumper. Well anoth- 
er year has gone by. We just wanted to 
wish you a happy birthday. I want you 
to remember that we will always love 
you. Happy birthday lil’ bro! 

Love always, 

Ryan, Miranda, and your niece 

Ryanna 


To Marshall Tommie. We just 
want to wish you a happy belated birth- 
day. You’re getting so big. Sorry we 
missed it. But we still love you! We love 
you baby boy! 

Love, 

Ryan, Miranda, and your niece 

Ryanna 

To Marshall Tommie. I would 
like to express my love for my son. I 
apologize for missing your birthdays in 
the past. I will always love you, 

Love, 

Mom 



Happy Birthday Brittany 
Yescas. We love you! 

Love, 

Megan and Family 



To Coleman Josh, 
Happy birthday daddy! 


You were the first man in my life to hold me in his arms 
As you held me close keeping me safe and warm 
I was your precious baby girl in a world so new 
Cradled by my daddy who loved me true 
Throughout all the years you watched me grow 
And taught me all of the things you thought I should know 
And even though my current path in prison is not one of your choice 
I want you to know that even back then I listened to your voice 
Despite my faults and mistakes I just want to say 
You love and kindness made me into the woman I am today 
I miss you daddy, miss you much 
You introduced me to the Heavenly Father 
And for that I thank the Lord 

Now behind these lonely walls he’s keeping me safe and warm 
You are a great and awesome man of God 
You bless each life you touch 
I appreciate all you’ve done for me daddy 

I love you and miss you very much 
Your daughter, 

Victoria Josh 



Happy birthday to Information Systems Director John Anderson. He 
celebrated another year of life on November 17. His staff surprised him by decorat- 
ing his office Luau style on his special day. May you have many more John! 

From, 

The Information Systems Department 



Happy first birthday lil’ sis! 
Edie Beaux Robbins-I love you very 
much. Have a good birthday and enjoy 
your day along with many more birthdays 
that will come your way. 

Love, 

Big sis Breanna Robbins 



Happy first birthday Edie 
Beaux Robbins! The 28th day of 
September, 2003 is the day you brought 
joy into our lives. You are truly a gift 
from God. Your smile and your jouful- 
ness are the greatest gifts God has ever 
given you. 

Mommy, daddy and big sister 
love you very much. Keep them smiles 
coming big girl-they sure brighten every- 
one’s day. 

With love, 

From mommy, daddy and big 
sister Breanna 

Proud parents: Carol Paywa and 
Bernard Robins Jr. 

Grandparents: Mary Jane 
Robbins and Brenard Robbins Sr. 

Born Frog Clan, child of Panther 

Clan 


Lost and Found 


Found: Multicolor beaded bar- 
rette. Call SPD Officer Margotta at (954) 
967-8900. 


Important 
Information About 
Submissions 

When submitting a birthday, baby, or 
marriage announcement, you must 
include the names of both parents, 
grandparents, and/or other family mem- 
bers. Also, please use the actual name of 
the person you are referring to. Include 
your address so we can mail your photos 
back to you. Thank you. 



Tribat Dividends Accepted 

24 Hrs." Speedy Release - Professional Service 
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In Memoriam 


In Memory of Cindy 



It seems like only yesterday, I 
heard her friendly voice and saw 
her smiling face 

I can see her dribbling up the floor 
at such a frantic pace 
I watched her grow from a young 
girl to a proud woman who always 
had a desire to win 
She loved to play hoops and always 
practiced hard around the gym 
When my days were down and I 
felt I was nearly at the end of my 
rope 

She would say a word or two and it 
would give me hope 
She could be outspoken if she felt 
there was something she had to say 
I know her heart was kind for all 
could be forgotten the next day 
Many times in a game I saw her 
give a ref a little piece of her mind! 

Yet there was no other person I 
would rather have take the last shot 
from the line 

I know toward the end her aches 
and pains must have been hard to 
bear 

She loved life and she loved her boys and 
daughter with them she will always be 
there 

I know it must have been hard for her to 
be in that wheelchair going down the road 
Yet she would wave at friends, never 
showing the burden of a heavy load 
She will be remembered as a good moth- 
er, daughter, relative and friend 
Always keep that memory until we meet 
again 

I know in her heart there was a tenderness 
that only God could have put there from 


above 

She spoke to me many times of the family 
she truly loved 

I know she loved Jesus because of a 
grandmother who prayed for her day and 
night 

Family, Friends rest assured we will meet 
her again in the morning light 
And we will see her new body playing 
ball and dribbling toward that basket at a 
frantic pace 

No more pain, no more crying 

We will see Cindy with that smiling face 

— Moses Jumper Jr. 


For Sale 


1998 Yamaha Royal Star motor- 
cycle. 4-Cylinder 1,300 cc with 28,000 
miles. This collector’s bike was last man- 
ufactured in 2000. Garage kept and 
includes all maintenance records. Has 
won many trophies and comes with 
leather-like lockable side bags, two seats, 
and two windshields. $4,000 worth of 
chrome! Maintenance-free drive shaft. 
Black studded seats, night purple LED 
lights, and new tires. $9,800 firm. Contact 
Nery at (954) 232-5714. 




2003 Suzuki Hayabusa. All chromed out. Custom paint job. D & D full 
exhaust system. Title on hand. Garage kept. Asking $18,000. Call Manuel at (239) 289- 
6788. 


Congratulations 


Geraldine L. Osceola and 
Randall L. Byrd are announcing their 
engagement. The two will be wed on July 
9, 2005. All friends and family are wel- 
come, with time and place to be 
announced. Stay tuned! 

Osceola is a member of the 
Wind clan and is the daughter of Ruth 
Osceola, who resides in Immokalee. 

To Deagan Rich Osceola. 
Congratulations on your new baby boy! 

Love, 

Ryan, Miranda, and Ryanna 


Understanding 

A walk in the shadows of 
unforgiving-ness 
My destiny is death 
But that’s only the beginning 
One should not take for granted the 
breath that one breathes 
Or overlook the knowledge that a 
new day brings 

Everyday is special but understand- 
ing it will set one free 
And there you will sit like a bird 
without its wings 

— Lyle Vandell Billie 
Panther Clan 



Congratulations to Deanna 
Motlow Burns and Ty Burns of Pawnee, 
Okla. on their marriage on the 27th of 
Oct. 

Love, 

Your family 
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Sixtieth Anniversary of the Iwo Jima Landing 


Submitted by the American Legion, Post 84 

SCANTON, AZ — Ira H. Hayes from the 
American Legion, Post 84 cordially invites everyone 
to attend the parade and ceremonies on Saturday Feb. 
19, 2005, in Sacaton, Ariz. All veterans’ organiza- 
tions, including veteran color guard/honor guard, etc., 
families and friends are welcome to our community 
event. 

Almost 7,000 Americans were killed in 
action at Iwo Jima. Ira H. Hayes was one of several 
Marines who helped raise the flag on Iwo Jima a sec- 
ond time. Joe Rosenthal took the now famous photo- 
graph of the event which has become the symbol of 


the war with Japan in World War II. 

Events include a banquet, parade, massing of 
colors, wreath laying, dedication of new POW/MIA 
memorial, speakers, military fly-over. Lunch will be 
provided by the Women’s Auxiliary Unit. Scheduled 
is Gourd dancing and a social pow wow. 

For information, contact the Ira H. Hayes 
American Legion Post 84, P. O. Box 186, Sacaton, 

AZ 85247 or call (520) 562-8484, fax (520) 562- 
3297, or e-mail ihpost84@gilanet.net. For parade 
information, contact Robert and Josie Delsi at (520) 
836-1022. 


Seminoles Host Annual I AC Symposium 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — From Nov. 1-5, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida hosted the 2004 Intertribal 
Agriculture Council (IAC) Symposium at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, located on the 
Hollywood Reservation. The theme of this year’s 
symposium was “Healthy Land, Healthy Heart 
through Indian Agriculture.” 

Instead of using the standard logo, the local 
planning committee held a contest with the Seminole 
youth. The winner of the competition was Kaycee 
Jumper, a sixth grader. Jumper’s work not only 
appeared on the cover of the conference schedule, but 
also on T-shirts commemorating the symposium and 
sold at the conference. 

During the opening ceremony, Felicia Dawn 
Eldridge (Miss Shoshone Bannock XLI) performed a 
flute song to honor the late John Sunchild. Sunchild 
was the Chippewa Cree tribal leader who was well 
known throughout North America for his dedication 
and his accomplishments for improving the lives of 
not only his people, but for all Native Americans. 

One of the first topics to be discussed was 
diabetes. Making the presentation was the Seminole 
health department staff. Big Cypress Health 
Department representative Helene Buster talked 
about her love of running and competing in 
marathons around the world. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress spoke of his 
struggle with diabetes. He also spoke about his recent 
motorcycle accident, appearing at the event in a 


wheelchair. 

’’Women in Agriculture” was another big 
topic promoted by IAC. IAC President Richard 
Bowers enthusiastically encouraged women to 
become more involved not only in IAC, but in the 
agriculture field. 

During the presentation “Aligning with a 
Brand,” it was interesting to learn that natural beef is 
increasing in demand. The presenter cited Whole 
Foods Market as a fast growing market leading the 
call for the natural beef. 

Additional presentation topics ranged from 
“Beneficial Omega 3 Acids” and “Navajo Animal ID 
Program” to “Healthy Youth, Families & 
Community.” These featured the stories of three dif- 
ferent native communities, which began a community 
garden. These gardens were a great success at bring- 
ing together their communities, and it was a great 
way for children to learn and enjoy themselves. 

Special workshops were also offered but 
with limited space. The conference closed with an 
elaborate banquet in which essay and art work con- 
test awards were presented. 

During the banquet, IAC members were 
treated to a fashion show provided by the 
Miccosukee tribe. 

The following day, IAC members were 
given a tour of the Big Cypress Reservation. They 
toured the museum and Swamp Safari where they 
spent most of the day riding the Seminole carnival 
rides-the airboat and the swamp buggy. 


Florida Seminole Tourism Thanks Sponsors 


By Cindy Malin 

Florida Seminole Tourism Marketing 
Director Lucy Evanicki would like to thank the fol- 
lowing sponsors for contributing to the success of the 
“See Native America-One Nation at a Time” cultural 
exchange contest held in Berlin, Germany in March 
2004 during ITB, the world’s largest annual tourism 
trade show. 

Berlin resident Doris Dolgner was randomly 
selected as the grand prize winner of a special 
Seminole Tribe Adventure Family Vacation. More 
than 5,000 people registered to win at the Seminole 
Tribe’s tradeshow booth. 

Listed below is what each sponsor con- 
tributed on a complimentary basis to complete the 
Seminole Tribe Adventure Family Vacation. 

Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino-two rooms for five nights, Billie Swamp 
Safari-personalized overnight package activities and 
a stay in the VIP house, including airboat and swamp 


buggy rides, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum-personalized 
tour and visit with tribal citizens, Greater Fort 
Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau-$ 10,000 
to help promote the contest, Delta Air Lines-four 
round-trip tickets to the Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood 
International Airport from Germany, Dollar Rent-A- 
Car-a rental car for one week, Sawgrass Mills Mall-a 
$1,000 shopping spree and Mai Kai Polynesian 
Restaurant-dinner, drinks and show admission for 
four. 

“Partnering with our tourism industry col- 
leagues helps us build awareness of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida’s offerings by leaps and bounds,” 
said Evanicki. “This historic event educated German 
children and their families about Native Americans 
and promoted the offerings of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida including Billie Swamp Safari, the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum and the Hollywood Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino.” 
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Iretta Tiger 


Jo Jo Osceola, 2004 FSU Homecoming Princess and Chief, and Krystal Young. 


* FSU 

Continued from page 1 

The first appearance for the princesses was 
at the Homecoming Pow Wow. This huge event, 
which is what they call their pep rally, took place for 
the first time at the Leon County Civic Center; it was 
obvious to see why. The FSU crowd is huge! Not 
only were college students there, but whole families 
in attendance. 

At the pep rally, the football team’s defen- 
sive line was introduced by Head Coach Bobby 
Bowden. 

Also at the Pow Wow, the 2004 - 2005 
homecoming chief and princess were announced. The 
special guest for the rally was Larry the Cable Guy of 
Blue Collar TV, who I must admit was funny. 

The following day the princesses had break- 
fast at the Alumni Center. Osceola and Young walked 
around and talked with alumni, the homecoming 
court, and FSU staff. The princesses also distributed 
The Seminole Tribune to everyone at the alumni cen- 
ter. 

Then it was off to the stadium for the home- 
coming game, with FSU taking on Duke. The 
princesses were taken to the president’s box where 
they relaxed and watched the game. Many people 
came up to the princesses and thanked them for com- 
ing. They also thanked the tribe for allowing the 
school to continue using the Seminoles to represent 
the school. Many people wore Seminole patchwork 
jackets at the game. 

The princesses were taken to the field for 
half time where they were introduced. Miss 
Seminole and Jr. Miss Seminole crowned the new 
FSU homecoming chief and princess and stayed to 
pose for pictures. 


The Princesses with “Osceola.” 


Congratulations FSU for your victory over 
Duke and thank you for being gracious hosts. 



Iretta Tiger 
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For the Best 
Deal in Town 
Call 

Hector Isalfel 


COME AND SEE THE ALL 


MUSTANG, FREESTYLE, & FORD FIVE HUNDRED 


Excursion 


Mustang 


Ford Five Hundred 


Explorer Sport Trac 


Expedition 


MORE THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARD-TO-FIND F350’S! 


UV 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service 4 Weekday & Saturday hours 

• Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians * Ford Quality Parts 
*12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor # Courtesy Shuttle Hours 

* Convenient Location 


8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 



( 954 ) 443-7000 


Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com! 
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Tribe Honors Billy Cypress on 
Veteran’s Day 


Special guest speaker T.C. Tso of 
the Navajo Nation shared his history of 
military service. Tso lost a nephew who 
was in the military; the nephew was the 
first Navajo to die in Iraq. Tso is a good 
friend of Steven Bowers, who presented 
Tso with a Seminole vest shortly before the 
celebration. Tso wore the vest during the 
celebration. 

Bowers and Paul Bowers Sr. next 
presented Carol Cypress with a plaque 
honoring Billy L. Cypress. Carol Cypress, 
along with her grandsons accepted the 
plaque and shared some memories of Billy. 
Though at the beginning she cried from the 
pain of her loss, she laughed when 
retelling the many humorous incidents they 
had shared. 

Also honoring Billy L. Cypress 
were several members of the Yakama 
Tribe. They tearfully remembered when 
Cypress celebrated treaty day with the 
tribe and presented Carol Cypress with a 
Pendleton blanket from the tribe. 

“In memory of our friend Major 
Billy Cypress” they said as they wrapped 
the blanket around Carol’s shoulders, and 
they also presented Carol with a beaded 
necklace with a medal. 

Each and every Seminole veteran 
was recognized and presented with gifts. 
Closing the ceremony was Laurie Church, 
who sang a stunning version of “Amazing 
Grace.” 

After the ceremony was over, 
there were a few other tributes and cele- 
brations for the veterans. Even before the 
B.C. ceremony had begun, the out-of-town 
visitors were treated to a welcome dinner 
at The River House Restaurant in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. 

Even the seniors paid tribute to 
the veterans with a sumptuous lunch at the 
Seniors Center. 

“I look at you guys as freedom 
fighters,” said Hollywood Councilman 
Max B. Osceola Jr. “Without you guys, 
where would we be; not only as a country 
but as a tribe. We can not thank you 
enough for everything you’ve done.” 


By Iretta Tiger 

BIG CYPRESS — It was amaz- 
ing. Who knew the B.C. Entertainment 
Complex could look like this? The interior 
of the building was draped in red, white 
and blue cloth. The tables had beautiful 
centerpieces of flowers of the same colors. 
Each year the Seminole Tribe outdoes 
itself when it comes to honoring our veter- 
ans, but this year the celebration was bit- 
tersweet. 

The 17th Annual Veteran’s Day 
Celebration was dedicated to the late Billy 
L. Cypress. Cypress’ widow Carol Cypress 
brought several displays of Billy’s time in 
the military, including a collage of old 
photographs and the medals he received. 

Also on display were the military 
biographies of the Seminole Color Guard, 
which Cypress was also a member of. 
Several paintings and a bronze sculpture 
honoring the Seminole veterans was dis- 
played throughout the complex. 

The celebration began with the 
pledge of allegiance by some of the fourth 
grade students from Ahfachkee School. 
They were supposed to also say the pledge 
in Miccosukee, but were so nervous they 
ran off before anyone could catch them. 

Carol Connors and Miss Indian 
World XIII Bobbi Rae Sage sang for the 
veterans. Sage ran into technical difficul- 
ties and had to sing a cappella. Moses 
Jumper Jr. composed and read the Veterans 
Poem and Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie 
read two poems. A display was created for 
the “Four Hats to Remember” poem. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress wel- 
comed the veterans and distinguished 
guests who traveled from across the coun- 
try to celebrate with us. Cypress reminded 
those American citizens who speak against 
our country to “remember the sacrifices 
the veterans have made and think twice 
before speaking.” 

Several Seminole youths read 
their essays about the meaning of Veteran’s 
Day. What was touching was the fact that 
they realized the suffering the veterans 
have gone through during war and after 
war. 
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❖ Red Ribbon Week *> 



Jaime Restrepo 


(L-R) Trinity Williams, Carter Clough and Dayra Teal Keones float on by. 



Jaime Restrepo 

(L-R) Cody Bert and Tony Bert lead the way. 



Jaime Restrepo 

The Big Cypress Recreation float rolls along. 



Jaime Restrepo 


Members from the Aviation Department show off the Seminole helicopter 



Ms. Tommye Jumper 

101 

Oldest Tribal Member 

Believes in a Drug Free World 


Jaime Restrepo 


Tommye Jumper waves to the crowd. 



Jaime Restrepo 

(L-R) Rudy Osceola and Earl Strictland show off their horsepower. 


Red Ribbon Week: Celebration and Parade 



Jaime Restrepo 


Ahfachkee students show of their winning door design. 


By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — Big 

Cypress celebrated national Red 
Ribbon Week and topped it off its 
best parade yet along Josie Billie 
Highway on Oct. 28. National 
Red Ribbon Week serves as a 
tribute to Drug Enforcement 
Agency Special Agent Enrique 
Camarena, who was kidnapped, 
brutally tortured and murdered by 
drug traffickers in Mexico. 

Though the tragic event 
generated a huge outpouring of 
grief, it has also generated a sense 
of hope across America. Many 
Americans across the U.S., in 
particular our nation’s youth, 
keep the hope alive, in particular, 
the tribal community in Big 
Cypress. 

The future of the tribe is 
vested in its children. There is no 
better way to draw attention to 
the importance of drug prevention 
and healthy living than by cele- 
brating Red Ribbon Week. In 
addition to commemorating the 
ultimate sacrifice made by Agent Camarena, focus is made on 
what a positive future holds and how good it can be with a clean, 
healthy and drug free approach to life. 


through education and culture beginning at a young age. There 
were other excellent presentations, some complex, others simple 
but clear with their message: Don’t Do Drugs-Invest in the 

Future. 

One float featured mar- 
ried past and present with it’s ren- 
dition of traditional chickee next 
to modern housing. Another float 
from Seminole aviation depart- 
ment emphasized modem technol- 
ogy, and the huge strides the tribe 
has made over the years. One 
notable participant in the parade 
was Tommye Jumper, the oldest 
tribal member at 101. She looked 
proud as she rode down the road, 
waving to all the onlookers. 

After the parade, every- 
one was invited to the Herman 
Osceola Gym for an awards cere- 
mony and lunch provided by 
Shorty’s BBQ. Big Cypress 
Council Representative David 
Cypress addressed the crowd and 
thanked everyone for their partici- 
pation and stupendous effort. 

Tribal Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress was also present and 
addressed the audience. He too, 
was extremely impressed with the 
efforts put forth by everyone and 
was proud of the powerful anti- 
drug message conveyed by the 
Red Ribbon festivities. 

Special thanks go to 
Carmen Arrango and the Red 
Ribbon committee, who helped 
coordinate this years’ activities. 



Jaime Restrepo 

Carter Clough gets the Gator ade treatment. 


This year, all departments and 
agencies located in Big Cypress partici- 
pated in with a colorful and enthusiastic 
show of support. Everyone, from the chil- 
dren in pre-school, to the senior citizens 
of Big Cypress, took part in the celebra- 
tion and parade. School hallways and 
classrooms, as well as office corridors and 
doors, were decorated with posters, art- 
work, and red ribbons in a unified show 
of support. 

Contests were conducted to find 
who had the best decoration, poster and 
parade float. Everyone was a winner. The 
biggest winner was the community itself. 

More than 30 vehicles and floats 
participated in the grand parade along 
Josie Billie Highway. Residents and 
employees alike worked feverishly all 
week long to prepare the best float and 
presentation possible. What a show it was. 

With focus on the future, some 
floats proved to be creative as to how they 
connected the past with the future. 
Everyone assembled at the Bingo Hall site 
and followed the parade route southbound 
to the Big Cypress rodeo grounds. 

Ahfachkee School won first 
place with its rendition of Seminole future 
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The first place winners from the Ahfachkee School. 
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❖ Red Ribbon Week ❖ 


Pre-Schoolers and Seniors Attend Red Ribbon Fair 





By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — 

Did any of the Red Ribbon 
Fair activities held Oct. 22- 
29 at Brighton make a dif- 
ference? One week after 
Red Ribbon Week, Kay 
Begin, alcohol and drug 
counselor for family servic- 
es, was still enthused. 

“I think there has 
been some impact,” Begin 
said. “At least all the kids of 
the community know we’re 
here.” 

Begin, a newly- 
hired counselor who works 
primarily with the tribal 
youth, said kids wave to her 
now, something that is 
important to her. She said 
that all the work everyone 
did to make the Red Ribbon Fair an important event is 
worth it if it just saves one child from addiction. 

It was also evident strong community support 
for drug prevention is really growing. “The communi- 
ty really came together and departments came togeth- 
er,” she said. 


Susan Etxebarria 

First place winner Onnie Osceola shows off her hat. 


Begin was responsible for organizing the 
weeklong Red Ribbon Fair. She said she was really 
happy with the turnouts and impressed by everyone’s 
interest, but made sure to thank the dedicated people 


for all the extra long 
hours they volun- 
teered. They are: 
Nadine Tommie, 
Miranda Tommie and 
Ryan Osceola. But, 
there are also many 
others she said 
deserved thanks. 

Red Ribbon 
Week activities 
involved the partici- 
pation of the recre- 
ation department, 
broadcasting depart- 
ment, housing depart- 
ment, the library, edu- 
cation department, 
First Indian Baptist 
Academy, the 
Seminole Police 
Department, 

Emergency Medical Services, Seminole Fire Rescue 
and Senior Center (Hot Meals). 

The week kicked off with the McGruff the 
Crime Dog® bringing the “take a bite out of crime” 
message to several kids at the youth center and the 
library. On Monday night, Oct. 25 the entire bingo hall 
at the Brighton Casino became 
night packed with entertain- 
ment and education. 

A magician and a 
clown amused the smaller 
children but the Save-A-Life 
drunk driving simulator cap- 
tured everyone’s attention and 
for those that took the test it 
was quite a challenge. The 
machine simulates how you 
would drive if you have alco- 
hol in your system. Most peo- 
ple were shocked to see how 
bad their driving could be 
under the influence. 

The dinner prepared 
and served by Cleve Baker 
was a big hit with his deli- 
cious barbeque ribs and chick- 
en. Speakers informed the 
crowd of what alcohol and 
drugs can do to ruin your life 
and how their lives have 
changed staying clean and sober. 

There was a good gospel band 
from Big Cypress’s Baptist 
Church. 


On Wednesday Oct 27, a large crowd gath- 
ered to watch the first skate board competition organ- 
ized by the recreation department. Brighton Council 
Representative Roger Smith was on hand and spoke to 
the kids about drug prevention. The 1 7 children who 
entered the competition were fantastic. People were 
amazed at their skills and it was generally acknowl- 
edged that there should be more skateboard events in 
the future. 

In the 6-9-year-old category, the prizes went 
to Devon Jones taking first place and Josh Johns com- 
ing in second. In the 10-year-old and up category first 
prize went to Jordan Jones and second to Daylon 
Youngblood. 

Another event bringing lots of chuckles and 
attention was the parade held at the Senior Center on 
closing day of the Red Ribbon Fair, Friday Oct. 29. 
People decorated their bikes, golf carts, or scooters 
and then they paraded throughout the community with 
fire trucks leading the guard. After the parade the sen- 
iors showed off the hats they had decorated with a Red 
Ribbon theme. 

The winner of the best-decorated bike was 
Virginia Tommie in first and Juanita Tommie coming 
in second. First place in the hat decorating for contest 
went to Onnie Osceola, and second went to Wonder 
Johns. The judges were two Lakeport, Fla. residents, 
Jerry Peavey and Jerry Gall. 
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Susan Etxebarria 

McGruff the Crime Dog® visited the kids at the youth center and library. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Face painting was only at part of the fun at the fair. 
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Continued from page 1 

drinking and drugging. She said she was 
lonely and depressed. 

“You name it, I tried it,” she admit- 
ted. “I hurt my family.” 

Tiger said she eventually came to 
the conclusion she must take responsibility 
for her actions. She went into rehab and 
there she was able to quit drugs and quit 
alcohol. 

“At rehab I met Jesus and I learned 
to lean on him,” she said. “I received heal- 
ing from him and he delivered me from the 
trauma of my life. I had a new change in 
life and a new way of thinking.” 

Tiger said she wants to reach out to 
tribal members and support anyone who 
wants to get clean and sober. 

“Just getting clean isn’t everything. 
The world has a lot to offer. I am just glad 
to be alive. If it wasn’t for the lord, my 
family and other people who loved me, I 
would probably be dead,” Tiger said. “My 
whole family has been devastated by alco- 
hol and now I can say I hate it. I just hope I 
can show others how to be free from the 
pain and hurt inside. I just want to help 
someone else now like I was helped.” 


Brighton Red Ribbon 
Poster Contest Winners 

Kindergarten-Second Grade: 1. 
Chastity Harmon, 2. Joshua Boromei, 3. 
Jonathan Boromei, 4. Kalgary Johns, 5. 
Daniel Nunez, Jr. 

Third-Fifth Grade: 1. Alissa 
Dorgan, 2. Lois Billie, 3. Cameron Dorgan, 

4. Stevie Brantly, 5. Delaney Osceola. 

Sixth-Eighth Grade: 1. Amber 
Craig, 2. Britney Dorgan, Pierson Hunsinger 
(tied), 4. Justin Chalfant, 5. Ashton Baxley. 

Ninth-Twelfth Grade: 1. Jennifer 
Chalfant, 2. Brittany Smith, 3. Codene 
Jumper. 





Iretta Tiger 

Flair’s Seminole Gymnasts was in the house. 


Iretta Tiger 

Recreation dancers perfomed a basketball theme number. 


2004 Red Ribbon Dinner and Talent Show 


The Billie North Band opened the show performing the song “Downfall.” 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD 

— On Oct. 27 the 2004 
Red Ribbon Dinner and 
Talent Show was held in 
the tribal auditorium. The 
show closes a week of red 
ribbon events, which 
included a Save-A-Life 
drunk driving simulator. 

Before the show 
began Tony Roberts from 
family services told of 
how red ribbon started. 

Red ribbon was created in 
memory of murdered 
Drug Enforcement Agent 
Enrique Camarena, who 
lost his life trying to keep 
drugs off the streets. 

The Billie North 
Band opened the show 
performing the song 
“Downfall.” This group of 
talented musicians recent- 
ly performed at the 
Hollywood Indian Day 
celebration. They are from 
the Seminole Tribe and 
are available for performances. 

Following the Billie North Band was Paul “Cowbone” Buster. 
Before his performance Buster shared some memories of his childhood 
and how he grew up in the old ways. Joining Buster onstage was his 
granddaughter Kirsten Metcalf who provided dancing entertainment. She 
was too cute. 

Next the recreation dancers did a basketball themed number, 
which was choreographed by Patrice McCrea. 

Eric Jumper gave a karate demonstration. Though initially shy, 
it didn’t take long before Jumper was busting out the karate moves. 

The final performance of the evening was from the youngsters 
who attend Flairs Gymnastics in Davie, Fla. Many Seminole ladies 
attend this gymnastic school and they each took turns in performing rou- 
tines on the balance beam, floor and a very long trampoline. The tram- 
poline looked like so much fun. It was easy to see that the kids truly 

enjoy their time at 
gymnastics. 

A special 
thanks to family 
services for the 
effort the put not 
only into Red 
Ribbon Week but 
for the true concern 
in trying to make 
the tribe drug free. 


Iretta Tiger 


Iretta Tiger 

Paul “Cowbone” Buster sang and played while 
Grandaugher Kirsten Metcalf danced. 



Billie Napper 

Seven and under category first place winner Ethan Adams and ages 8-12 category 
first place winner Alexis Martin. 


Rez’s Red Ribbon Poster Contest 




Billie Napper 

Vanessa Billie, Julitha Arreguin and Damian Frank. 


By Billie Napper 

IMMOKALEE 

— On Tuesday Oct. 26, 
the Immokalee reserva- 
tion held its Red Ribbon 
Week poster contest in 
the gym. The only rules 
were that the posters had 
to be completed in the 
gym during the allotted 
time, no outside help 
was allowed, all artwork 
was to be original, and 
the theme had to relate 
to drug prevention. 

There were 20 
eager contestants rang- 
ing in age from four up 
to 18-years-old. The 
group was quite lively and very artistic. 
Contestants were split into three sub- 
groups, seven and younger, ages eight-12, 
and ages 13-18. Prizes were awarded for 
first, second and third place in each 


group. 

The winners were: ages seven 
and younger: 1. Ethan Adams, 2. Chelsey 
Alvarado, 3. Jade Tapia; ages eight-12: 1. 
Alexis Martin, 2. Vanessa Billie, 3. Juliza 
Martinez; ages 13-18: 1. Nina Frias, 2. 
Josie Davis, 3. Mella Billie. 

The recreation department pro- 
vided snacks and entertained the young- 
sters who had finished their posters quick- 
ly. Seminole Police Department Officers 
John Hill and Thomas Vaughn were the 
judges. They agreed it was a tough deci- 
sion as all the posters were great. 


Billie Napper 

Solena Perez and Vanessa Billie. 


Billie Napper 

Josie Davis’s earned second place. 
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$20 FRE! PLAY 


New Players Club Members 
Will Be Awarded 

$20 FREE PLAY 

December 7, 14, 23 and 24 

RAM - 2PM 


WIN $20,000 
In Cash! 


DECEMBER 

HOLD’EM 

TOURNAMENTS! 






Multi-Table 

Tournaments 

available 


Monday and Tuesday nights 
Friday and Saturday mornings 

Visit the Poker Cesk for details 


Friday, December 31 
Grand Prize 
Drawing - 5PM 


*2,005 cash drawings 
12, 1,2, 3 and 4PM 


Win a Dodge Magnum, Honda S2000 Or 

$25,000 Cash 

Every Wednesday In December 
Grand Prize Drawing - 10PM 

$ 1 ,000 cash drawings 1 , 2, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 1 1 PM 


Visit Players Club Booth For Details. 

ONE FREE Drawing Entry Each Day To All Visitors. 

954.327.R0CK 174251 - 1 SEMINOLE WAY - STATE ROAD 7 ljust north of Stirling! 
WWW.SEMINOLEHARDROCK.COM 
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Halloween Celebrations 


A Rez F right Night to Remember 


By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — 

The Red Ribbon week at Big 
Cypress culminated Friday 
night with a carnival, Big 
Cypress Fright Night, com- 
plete with rides, costume 
contests, arm wrestling, 
dunking tank, food and fire- 
works. Located at the Big 
Cypress ball field, people 
came from all over to enjoy 
the start of the Halloween 
weekend and tune up for 
Halloween night just two 
days later. 

There were more 
than 10 rides, including a 
rock climbing wall, a sling 
shot, a super slide, a bounce 
house and yes, there was 
even a hay ride to a haunted 
house down the road. 

Attractions included a multi- 
tude of booths and attrac- 
tions featuring ball tossing, a 
lost and found in the hay, 
and of course, a dunk tank, 
to test the arms and aim of 
anyone who wanted to dunk 
Seminole Police Officer 
Scott Akin. Prizes were 
abundant to all who partici- 
pated, and then some. 

Many booths offered Seminole 
specialties like sofkee, roasted corn and 
everyone’s favorite, fry bread. One of the 
more popular attractions was the cos- 
tume contest. Recreation Department 




Jaime Restrepo 

David Cypress checks out the cos- 
tumes. 


Assistant Director Stan Frischman 
emceed the event. People came from all 
over the area, including the outlying 
areas to take in the food, fun, and the 
sites and yes, participate in the costume 
contests. 

There were categories for tribal 
and non-tribal members. One thing for 
sure, regardless of which category the 
contestants were in, the quality and level 
of competition was extremely high and 
well thought out. The judges had a very 
difficult time differentiating one from the 
other since they were all so good. 

Vivian Villarreal, “The Texas 
Tornado,” and a former Women’s 


Jaime Restrepo 

A beautiful Asian girl delighted the crowd. 


Professional Billiards Association 
national champion and player of the 
year, was on hand to assist in the cos- 
tume judging and the awarding of prizes. 
One gets the impression that the contest- 
ants planned for this event all year long. 
Turnout was fantastic. 

Big Cypress Council 
Representative David Cypress stated that 
this was the largest carnival venue yet 
with a sizable attendance to match. As he 
stood by while they announced the win- 
ner of the 50/50 raffle, his ticket was a 
winner. In a gesture of statesmanship, he 
immediately donated the proceeds to the 
Head Start program. 

Tribal Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress was on hand to take in the 
evening filled with food, competition 
and fun. He too was impressed with 
show of people and events on hand. This 
was a perfect evening to wrap up the 
week and mark the close of Red Ribbon 
Week. 

As the evening wore on, fire- 
works were launched from the bingo 
grounds to start the colorful show. 

Lasting close to 20 minutes, the fire- 
works display offered a dazzling display 
of colors, with vivid hues and starbursts. 
The percussion of the exploding shells 
followed the light show seconds later as 
the sound traveled from the launch site 
to the ball field. The fireworks show 
exceeded most shows put on by other 
organizations or municipalities. 

The evening continued with arm 
wrestling and the final rounds were com- 
ing into play. Men and women alike dis- 
played brute force on the wrestling table. 

If one were to choose a bench- 
mark for a public event this is one of 
them. The evening was well attended, 
well contested, well participated, and 
above all, frightfully enjoyable. A perfect 
wrap up to an event and fun filled week. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Holds 
Costume Contest 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Pretty 
princesses, cute clowns, and wicked 
witches attended the Pull-Out Program 
in Brighton on Friday Oct. 29. The 
teachers and directors of the program 
held a special costume contest for the 
students that attend. 

The judges had an extremely 
tough time choosing winners because all 
of the costumes were unique and special. 
It was a fun and exciting morning for the 
students and definitely set the mood for 
the Halloween weekend. 

Here are the results from the 
costume contest: Kindergarten: Most 
Original: Erik Garcia, Prettiest: Bethany 
Billie, Scariest: Marquis Fudge, 

Funniest: Cheyenne Fish; First Grade: 
Most Original: Ashlee Gopher, Prettiest: 
Lahna Sedatol, Scariest: Robert Fudge, 
Funniest: Jonathan Boromei; Second 
Grade: Most Original: Lewis Gopher, 
Prettiest: McKayla Snow, Scariest: 
Layton Thomas, Funniest: Joshua 
Boromei; Third Grade: Most Original: 
Delany Osceola, Prettiest: Kiylier Baker, 
Scariest: Everett Youngblood, Funniest: 
Dylan Chalfant; Fourth Grade: Most 
Original: Garrett Huston, Prettiest: 


Jaryaca Baker, Scariest: Emery Fish; 
Fifth Grade: Prettiest: Stevie Brantley. 



Emma Brown 


Ghoulish girl. 



Community Hosts Annual 
Halloween Carnival 






By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The beauties 
and the beasts were lurking about on 
Saturday Oct. 30 at the Brighton ball 
field complex hoping to join in on all of 
the fun and games 
going on. There was 
food for everyone 
ranging from Indian 
fry bread provided by 
the culture depart- 
ment to hamburgers 
and cheeseburgers 
provided by the 
Brighton Parent 
Advisory Committee. 

Each depart- 
ment from Brighton 
had something special 
for everyone to enjoy. 

Kids enjoyed games 
such as the hay 
scramble, dime toss 
and duck pond, went 
on hay rides, and 
much more. There 
were costume con- 
tests for ages up to 
99-years-old with 
many people partici- 
pating in the excite- 
ment. 

John 

Madrigal, the official 
emcee for the 
evening, did a great 
job bringing out the 

laughter in people. The night ended with 
the annual king and queen contest, which 
was an absolute riot for everyone’s 


enjoyment. 

The annual Halloween carnival 
is looked forward to each year by the 
Brighton community and is a chance for 
everyone’s inner child to shine. It was a 





Emma Brown 


Janae Braswell 


successful event and thanks to all who 
helped to create such a night of family 
and fun. 



Emma Brown 

(L-R) Chastity Harmon, Kalgary Johns, Kailin Brown and Skyler Burke. 






Judy Weeks 


Immokalee preschool children trick or treat. 


Preschool Trick or Treat 




Emma Brown 


There were creative and spooky costumes during the compeition. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The pre- 
school children and staff held their annu- 
al Halloween party on 
October 29. They paraded their costumes 
around the community as they went trick 
or treating to the Immokalee Casino, 
Seminole Police Department, field 
office, family services, broadcasting, cul- 
ture, Community Action Agency, 
clinic/chairman’s office, nutrition and 
board offices. 

The children were ecstatic 
as they moved from place to place in 
anticipation of their next stop. They 
seemed to enjoy all the attention 
they were receiving as much as the 
treats. The preschool staff would like 
to thank everyone for their continued 
support of our children. 

A costume contest was held 
for both students and staff. 

Immokalee family services Diana 
Rocha and broadcasting’s Angie 
Arreguin, not only served as judges, 
but helped out with the trick or treat- 
ing adventure. 

The contest results were as 
follows: Caniah Billie (Dumbo) fun- 
niest costume, Marina Garcia 
(Princess Jasmine) best costume, 

K.J. Davis (Dumbo) funniest cos- 
tume, Geneva Garcia (Snow White) 
best costume, Crystal Garcia (Belle) 
original costume, Lindsey Posada 
(Belle) original costume, Ms. Bay 
(Witch) scariest costume and Ms. 
Michelle (Cow) original costume. 

Over-all winners: 1. 

Mercedes Davis (Pumpkin), 2. Miah 


Davis (Cat), 3. Neo Motlow (Mickey 
Mouse). 

Upon returning to the center the 
students enjoyed a pizza party, games 
and two pinatas. Special thanks go out to 
Mario Garcia who donated Halloween 
cookies for the occasion. The children 
concluded their scary, fun- filled day with 
two large bags filled with candy and 
Halloween prizes. 



Judy Weeks 


Ms. Ruby Garcia helps KJ Davis. 
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Adelsa Williams 

Hollywood seniors Betty Mae Jumper and Mary Tiger having a good time. 

Seminole Seniors Celebrate Halloween 

By Adelsa Williams * ITS H 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Hollywood Seminole seniors came out in 
their costumes to participate in a 
Halloween luncheon that was held at the 
senior center on Wednesday Oct. 27. 

There were clowns and scarecrows 

among other characters during the cos- l f 1 

tume contest that entertained everyone in 

attendance. 

There was also a pumpkin carv- V 

ing contest where five winners were r * 

selected. Among the pumpkins in the 

contest were a Seminole pumpkin I 

dressed up with a patchwork hat and a 
bead necklace, a pumpkin wrapped up 
with a bandana and a feather and a fan- 
cied up pumpkin with a hat, mask and 
beads, Mardi Gras style. 

Cash prizes were awarded to all 
the winners. Below are the results. 

Pumpkin carving contest: 1 . t 

Dorothy Tommie, 2. Lawana Niles, 3. 

Dorothy Tucker, 4. Maydell Osceola, 5. Adelsa williams 

Cornelia Osceola. Second place Most Original Pat 

Costume parade: Scariest: 1. Bowers 

Naomi Fewell, 2. Maydell Osceola, 3. 

Betty Osceola; Funniest: 1 . Peggy 

Stivers, 2. Cornelia Osceola, 3. Dan Osceola, 2. Pat Bowers, 3. Lawana 

Osceola; Most Original: 1. Leoda Niles. 


WF 


Adelsa Williams 

Second place Most Original Pat 
Bowers. 


Osceola, 2. Pat Bowers, 3. Lawana 
Niles. 


A Howling Good Halloween Party 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The moon 
was bright and the ghosts, ghouls and 
goblins were on the prowl Thursday Oct. 

28 as the Immokalee reservation cele- 
brated Halloween. The recreation depart- 
ment turned the entire athletic field into 
a carnival theme with a variety of rides 
to delight every age group. 

Activities got under way at 5 
p.m. with the opening of the gates to the 
carnival and by 6 p.m. the park had filled 
with a large group ready to commemo- 
rate Halloween. 

The community 
members gath- 
ered in the big 
chickee for the 
buffet, which had 
been prepared by 
Alicia’s Catering 
and sponsored by 
the recreation 
department. 

Louise Motlow 
offered the 
evening prayer. 

Within 

an hour, darkness 
began to fall and 
the celebrants 
started slipping 
away into the 
recesses of the 
night only to 
reappear trans- 
formed. 

Just like 
a caterpillar turns 
into a butterfly, 

beautiful and Alexis Aguilar scares up a 1st place win 

handsome human in the 9-12 year old category. 

beings became 
storybook and 

film characters, monsters, animals and 
indescribable creatures. In less than 30 
minutes, the park had become a colorful 
array of flashing lights, outrageous cos- 
tumes, laughter and screams of delight 
and horror. 

Each adult received a raffle 
ticket which provided the opportunity to 
win one of the many door prizes provid- 
ed by recreation department and 
Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine 
Aguilar. 

At regular intervals throughout 
the evening, tickets were drawn for a 43- 
inch plasma screen TV, laptop computer, 
camcorder, Apple I-Pod 5000, cordless 
phone system, 20-inch TV, 32-inch TV, 

DVD player, home theater module, 

DVD/VCR combo, interactive games 
and $300 in cash. 

A popular booth was the cake 
walk. The 4-H Program parents donated 
baked goods and the lucky winners took 
home a sweet midnight snack. The 4-H 
Program also sponsored a 50/50 raffle 
which drew a considerable number of 
players. 

Booths which remained busy 
throughout the evening supplied snow 
cones, popcorn, cotton candy, face paint- 
ing and the water gun fun with prizes of 
a variety of stuffed animals, balls and 
hats. The carnival consisted of bounce 
houses, obstacle courses, a huge slide; 
kiddy cars and the tea cup ride for the 
younger set, rock climbing, tilt-a-whirls, 

Joisting and the swings were available 
for the more adventuresome. 

The super shot tower, adrena- 



line rush and super swings appealed to 
the dare-devils who couldn’t seem to get 
enough. And of course, what kind of a 
carnival would it be without a haunted 
house and perennial favorite-the merry- 
go-round. 

The costume contests were the 
highlight of the evening. There were so 
many entrants that it was difficult to 
judge, even though the competition was 
divided into age groups. We were fortu- 
nate to have an impartial panel of judges 
that included Anna, L.T., Tinker, Gary, 
Sasquatch, and 
Laptop. After 
much deliberation 
the following 
decisions were 
made: 

3 -years- 
old and younger: 

1 . Indian Brave 
(Carlos 
Bermudez), 2. 
Elvis Presley 
(Jack Aguilar), 3. 
Baby Clown 
(Rudy Martinez); 
4-8 years-old: 

1. Ghoul (Dennis 
Gonzalez), 2. 
Indian Chief 
(Kenny Joe 
Davis), 3. Harry 
Potter (Elisah 
Billie); 9-12 
years-old: 1.- 
Walking Dead 
(Alexis Aguilar), 
Judy Weeks 2 . Predator 

up a 1st place win (David Billie), 3. 

ategory. The Cook 

(Jessica Lopez); 
13—17 years-old: 

1 . Ugly Seminole Man and Woman 
(Mark Arriaga and Allison Garza), 2. 
McCracken’s Plumbing (Nina Frias), 3. 
Big Tongued Monster ( Diane Mclnturf); 
18^19 years-old: 1. Zombie (Ralph 
Escobar), 2. Big Devil (Toni Hernandez), 
3. Scarecrow (Susan Davis); Super 
Seniors: 1. Raggedy Ann (Delores 
Jumper), 2. Hippie Monster (Elaine 
Aguilar), 3. Medusa (Nancy Motlow), 4. 
Cabaret Girl (Louise Motlow), 5. Pink 
Haired Lady (Mary Sanchez); Employee 
Adults: 1. Cow (Michelle Ford), 2. 
Scarecrow (Susan Davis), 3. 

McCrackin’s Plumbing (Dennis 
Gonzalez); Employees’ Children: 1. 
Hershey Kiss (Harlie Hollaway), 2. 
Princess (Alexis Jimmie), 3. Pink Witch 
(Allison Yzaguirre). 

The pumpkin carving contest 
produced a vast assortment of entries. 
There were traditional carved, very artis- 
tic and painted face pumpkins. A great of 
time and skill went into their preparation 
and each one evidenced some winning 
qualities. 

The final decisions were: 1. 
Skeleton Pumpkin (Virginia Garza), 2. 
Puking Pumpkin (Alexis Aguilar), 3. 
Trick or Treat Pumpkin (Laci Sanchez). 

Before the evening was over, 
there was an opportunity for adults to 
shoot a game of pool, while the young- 
sters took basketball free shots, danced 
and played hula-loop games. As the fes- 
tivities concluded, light sticks and glow- 
ing necklaces were distributed for pro- 
tection while trick or treating over the 
weekend. 




* # 



1 * + 




* 





Jaime Restrepo 


Costume contestants 


Seniors Attend Halloween Lunch 


By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — On Oct. 26, 
the seniors enjoyed a Halloween lunch, 
complete with a costume contest and 
pumpkin decorating challenge. Needless 
to say, quite a few of the seniors jumped 
on board with their enthusiasm and ere- 




m 


Megan Bowman 


c o 




ativity to produce a high level of compe- 
tition among the contestants. Some out- 
fits were devilish, others plain mon- 
strous, while still others were bewitch- 
ing. 

The ultimate winners, however, 
were the entire group of seniors, 
contestants included, who 
enjoyed a lively and warm-heart- 
ed Halloween lunch. Coupled 
with the entertainment at the 
luncheon, many will find the cos- 
tume contest hard to forget. 

Big Cypress Council 
Representative David Cypress 
and Big Cypress Board I 

Representative Paul Bowers were ' 

on hand to officiate in the festivi- 
ties. Each took their time meeting gag 
with the lunch crowd, paying 
their respects, and reviewing the 
colorful and in some cases, very 
original costumes. 

The pumpkin competi- 
tion boasted some very creative 
entries. Some of the pumpkins 
sported wigs, whiles others used 
broccoli for hair. Other pumpkins ^ 
had eyelashes and full-blown 
makeup. It was easy to see the 
quality and quantity of work that V. 
went into the both contests to pro- - 
duce such fantastic and creative ^ 
entries. 

Senior Center Director 
Cecelia Solano called the shots 
and introduced each contestant and coor- 
dinated the events. Musical entertain- 
ment was provided by Jonah Cypress, 
Tony Osceola and Powell Morris from 
the Seminole Police Department. No one 
knew he played the guitar. Now we’ll 
know who to tap for future musical tal- 
ent. 

Not to be outdone, the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum surprised the entire 
gathering with a unique form of enter- 


tainment. The staff encountered a contin- 
t. 26, gent of entertainers from Northern 
Lch, Australia. Not just any entertainment 
i group, but indigenous, aboriginal, per- 

lless formers. Their unique blend of music 
aped and dance are directly related to nature 
ere- and the lands upon which they derive 
their existence. One of the 
dancers imitated the kangaroo as 
he performed and illustrated the 
close ties the aboriginal people 

► have to the animal and their tra- 

ditional survival. 

Other performances 
included chants and dance rituals 
to address the afterlife and the 
protection of the soul against evil 
spirits. One unique instrument 
used by the troupe is called a 
didgeridoo. It is possibly one of 
the world’s oldest musical instru- 

f ments. The instrument is com- 
mon to Northern Australia and is 
made of limbs and tree trunks 
hollowed out by termites. It is 
used to accompany chants and 
songs and is considered the 
sound of Australia. 

Australian country 
music singer Megan Bowman 
performed as well. Her guitar 
playing encompassed background 
Jaime Restrepo tones from the didgeridoo. 

Bowman won the 2004 
Australian Music Week Award in 
the category Blues/Folk/Country 
mpe- Song with her song “Lavender Girl.” 

3ut- This was a truly educational and 

entertaining event. All of the spectators 
:h- attention was focused on the guest per- 
formers. The group is touring throughout 
sver, the U.S. and happened to be camping in 





Aboriginee with didgeridoo. 
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Big Cypress when the museum staff dis- 
covered them-many thanks to the staff 
ofAh-Tah-Thi-Ki. 

Big Cypress has a strong tradi- 
tion in sharing special moments, whether 
it is the holidays, or birthdays, with its 
seniors. This year’s Halloween lunch is 
just one of the many ways the communi- 
ty reaches out to its seniors and vice 
versa, to partake in fun, education, and 
good will. 
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Pumpkin entries 
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Halloween Celebrations 


Basketball Tournament and Pumpkin Carving for Halloween 



Iretta Tiger 

Contestants for 7-9 year olds. 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — It’s the most wonderful 
time of the year! This is the time of year where we 
can let our hair down, take off the masks and act out 
our fantasies. Well almost. This is Halloween, this is 
Halloween!! 

For the Hollywood rez the festivities were 
done the night before Halloween so that the children 
could thoroughly enjoy themselves without having 
to worry about a bedtime. The celebration started 
with a small basketball tournament and several bas- 
ketball oriented contests. 

Starting off the evening’s festivities was the 
pumpkin carving contest. The competition was 
fierce, especially among the seniors. 

One pumpkin in particular stole the show. 

It was painted and carved by Imahaggi Tiger and his 
pumpkin was Gene Simmons of the band Kiss. It 
even had the tongue! Maybe next year Tiger will 
find a way for it to spit out fire. This pumpkin took 
first place in the 1 8-40 category. 

There was a Zorro pumpkin, a mummy 
pumpkin and a really cute fairy pumpkin with wings 
which oddly did not place. These were only a few of 
the adult pumpkins. The children’s pumpkins were 
too cute, some were gruesome, but the effort these 
kids put into their pumpkins was amazing. 

An incident that needs to be mentioned 
here is that one of the children’s pumpkins was 
stolen. . What is that all about? If you really liked 
the pumpkin, offer to buy it off the person or just 
ask them if you could 
have it. Don’t go steal- 
ing it! 

The winners 
of the pumpkin carving 
contest are as follows: 

Seniors: 1. Ruggy 
Jumper, 2. Dorothy 
Tommie, 3. LaWanna 
Niles; 18-40: 1. 

Imahaggi Tiger, 2. 

Yvette Jumper, 3. 

Resha Doctor; 1 7 and 
younger: 1. Neko 
Osceola, 2. Dakota 
Tiger, 3. Alexis 
Jumper. 

Booths were 
set up in the baseball 
field for games and 
food. As day turned to 
night the Halloween 
spirit continued to 
bloom. Little devils, 
pretty princesses and 
an assortment of 
ghouls came out to 
play and celebrate this 
wonderful holiday. 

Now it was 
time for the costume 
contest and the winners 
are... 

0-1 infant, 


Scariest: 1. Raymond Osceola, 2. Jarred Cypress, 3. 
Diamond Jean Osceola; 0-1 infant, Prettiest: 1. 
Jahniyah Henry, 2. Clarice Demayo, 3. Shyla 
Holata; 0-1 infant, Most Original: 1. Conchade 
Osceola. 

2- year-olds, Scariest: 1. Cedric Martin, 2. 
Julius Aquino, 3. Jessalynn Gumbs; 2-year-olds, 
Prettiest: 1. Italia Sisto, 2. Calena Doctor, 3. Jailyn 
Mowatt; 2-year-olds, Most Original: 1. Analyse 
Jiminez, 2. Talia Rodriquez, 3. Xiora Osceola. 

3- year-olds, Scariest: 1. Mathew Osceola, 

2. Jason Cypress Jr., 3. Sheldon Osceola; 3-year- 
olds, 

Prettiest: 1. Meleda Gentry, 2. Brook John, 3. 

Leonna Pidnardo; 3-year-olds, Most Original: 1. 
Teijo Smith. 

4- year-olds, Scariest: 1 . Fransisco 
Rodriguez, 2. Donavin Spiva, 3. Aaron Olejaik; 4- 
year-olds, Prettiest: 1. Aleina Micco, 2. Kasera 
Cypress, 3. Elizabeth Frank; 4-year-olds, Most 
Original: 1. Drew Osceola, 2. Kaitynn Gomey, 3. 
Chahechom Osceola. 

5- 6-year-olds, Scariest: 1. Richard 
Primeaux, 2. Lorenzo Jones, 3. Daniel Rodriguez; 
5-6-year-olds, Prettiest: 1. Mariah Bowers, 2. 
Marsha Osceola, 3. Taylor Jolhea; 5-6-year-olds, 
Most Original, 1. Arek Jumper, 2. Kiara Pichardo, 3. 
Brevon Cypress. 

7-9-year-olds, Scariest: 1 . Terrell Primeus, 
2. Donte Osceola, 3. Jonathan Frank; 7-9-year-olds, 
Prettiest: 1. Shania Johns, 2. Tia Blais-Billie, 3. 

Jasmine Murry; 7-9- 
year-olds, Most 
Original: 1. Timmy 
Cox, 2. Tiffmay Baker, 
3. Elizabeth Wolf. 

10- 13 -year- 
olds, Scariest: 1. 
Houston Osceola, 2. 
Tyler Harjochee, 3. 
Tayler Cypress; 10-13- 
year-olds, Prettiest: 1 . 
Tianna Young, 2. 
Rhiannon Tiger, 3. Starr 
Sanchez; 10-13-year- 
olds, Most Original: 1. 
Neko Osceola, 2. Cindy 
Adair, 3. Deandra Tiger. 

14-17-year- 
olds, Scariest: 1 . Pedro 
Fuentes, 2. Jack Turtle, 
3. Jonathan Fish; 

14-1 7-year-olds, 
Prettiest: 1. JoJo 
Osceola, 2. Fallon Ford, 
3. Phelicia Huges; 

14-1 7-year-olds, Most 
Original: 1 . Nick 
Picarlo, 2. Kyura 
Kippenberger, 3. 

Krystle Young. 

18-49-year- 
olds, Scariest: 1. 

Ricardo Hernandez, 2. 
Casey McCall, 3. JD 


Bowers; 18^-9-year- 
olds, Prettiest: 1 . Paula 
Sanchez, 2. Tasha 
Osceola, 3. Leah 
Osceola; 18-49-year- 
olds, Most Original, 1 . 

Steve Osceola, 2. Lesley 
Osceola, 3. Marlon 
Tommie. 

50 and older, 

Scariest: 1 . Wanda 
Bowers, 2. Mable 
Doctor, 3. Mason 
Osceola; 50 and older, 

Prettiest, 1. Lucille 
Jumper, 2. Dorothy 
Tommie, 3. Betty 
Tucker; 50 and older, 

Most Original: 1. Joe 
Dan Osceola, 2. Vivian 
Delgado, 3. LaWanna 
Niles. 

The evening 
did not end there. 

Following the costume 
contest was a pie eating 
contest. The first up 
were the women and it 
was not a pretty sight. 

Only three women competed, but they ate faster 
than the men. 

With several pies left, a children’s category 
was created. It was a bit much for one youngster 
who wound up throwing up, poor thing. Thankfully 


the children did not have to eat the whole pie only 
the whipped cream topping. 

Finally it was time to go home and rest and 
prepare for tomorrow night’s trick-or-treating. 

Happy Halloween everyone! 



Iretta Tiger 


Joe Dan Osceola and Betty Mae Jumper 
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Dakota Tiger’s pumpkin placed 2nd in 17 and 
younger. 


FREE CONSULTATION and 
$50. M Gift Certificate 


Towards your next BOTOX® or 
Restylane Cosmetic Treatment 


BOTOX® 


Americas m 
Cosmetic Treatment 

Treatment Areas 



Forehead / Brow Lines 

Vertical Lines 
Belw^n the Fyebrows 

Crows Feet 


RESTYLANE 


A safe natural long lasting 
cosmetic filler Inr facial lines and 
folds as well as lip enhancements. 



Before After 


Before After 




SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! 

954-587-5997 

5AM GERSHENBAUM, D.O. & ASSOCIATES 



at The 

SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOTEL & CASINO 


ONE SEMINOLE WAY HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33314 
visit our website: eCosmeticsugery.MD 

T+:r^: wd i tc ctw e-i ix-i n i z: m t d h n-- u fnwr -Nib rt^ i u :a :i. n - :? : r — » 
:--iH-rr>lT±-LrH4di l i-|3]|n4i-d-Ld-iTi-zrw-LPri-h-d-.-r.vi'uric-r.TrTnrT«T%+^ili pfffrrtfldui rt.h rfar: *-rii 

.■/|-B'aai,jli|U-:->a'kp'|Vilhr.>4'Wil ■nVnV Ka itr U* iV Wn'h JmATmiM Cl & rVFAl VWW„ 





( 954 } 457-8599 


Kimberly Bauer Bruee Vendryes 
19541 2SS-8731 1954) 5B2-1290 


'Manataemrer's Suggested Kelait trice, 

73X it lie license and Bpllnual sump me fit ate extra. 
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FREE CONCERT 


SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY 


DECEMBER 11, 9PM 


THE DAY S ENTERTAINMENT 


Dave Shelly Blues Tones 7 0prn 
Joey Gillmora 4:30 - 6:30pm 
The Hip Cat Boo Daddies 2 - 4pm 


SOUTH FLORIDA'S ULTIMATE 
24/7 ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT 

hist NflnTH or *Tim mr. nou> 


COOL RESTAURANTS H0T5HBF3 WU PfJGKTS 

WWSr *CMJNOLEFB.RAD \=£. MM 
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Tribal Council Meets, 
Welcomes New Employees 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On Nov. 11, 
the tribal council held their regular 
monthly meeting on the Hollywood reser- 
vation. However, before the council got 
down to business, several new employees 
were introduced. 

These employees will be work- 
ing for the Seminole Police Department 


(SPD) and the Seminole Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) Department. 
Among the new recruits for SPD were a 
few tribal citizens, including Vincent 
Micco, whose story appeared in the Nov. 

5 issue of The Seminole Tribune. 

To show their appreciation for 
the support they have received, both EMS 
and SPD presented the council with 


plaques. 

The first things to be discussed 
were the new items on the consent agen- 
da; they are items which have been previ- 
ously discussed by the council. Executive 
Administrator Ken Fields read from the 
agenda and the items were passed in one 
general vote. These items included home- 
site leases for the reservations and liquor 
licenses for the various clubs 
and restaurants in Seminole 
Paradise. 

Next were the new 
items on the regular agenda. 
The first resolution on this 
agenda is to set aside 13.096 
acres for the Big Cypress 
Rehabilitation Center on the 
Big Cypress reservation. No 
date was given as to when 
the center will open. 

Another resolution 
of interest was to renew the 
Florida Power & Light 
(FP&L) company contract 
for the right-of-way land for 
the transmission lines on the 
Hollywood reservation. 
However, one condition of the renewal is 
that FP&L would have to bury the lines. 
Burying the lines would allow more land 
for more houses and the trailers on 29th 
Street would become permanent homes. 

Before council could vote on this 
resolution, tribal citizen Carl Baxley 

♦ See COUNCIL, page 4 
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New members of the department of emergency serv- 
ices stand by as Lieutenant Stokes presents a plaque 
of appreciation to Vice Chairman Moses Osceola. 


City of Hollywood Presents 
Diamond Award to the Tribe 



Adelsa Williams 

(L-R) Hollywood Mayor Mara Giulianti and Hollywood Business Council 
President Dennis Giordano presents the Diamond award to Hollywood Council 
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr. and Gaming CEO Jim Allen. 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Hollywood Business Council has awarded 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida with the 
Most Notable Overall Economic Impact 
Diamond Award for the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. The award was 
presented at the Nov. 17 city commission 
meeting that took place at the Hollywood 
City Hall. 

Hollywood Council 
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr. and 
Gaming CEO Jim Allen accepted the 
award that was presented by Hollywood 
Mayor Mara Giulianti and Hollywood 
Business Council President Dennis 
Giordano. 


The city of Hollywood had pre- 
viously planned to present the award dur- 
ing a Hollywood business appreciation 
event that took place on Oct. 26. 

However, due to scheduling conflicts, the 
award was presented during the city com- 
mission meeting. 

Giordano presented the award 
saying, “The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino is an investment made by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida of over three 
hundred million dollars. They will employ 
over three thousand people and we feel 
that they are a major economic contribu- 
tor to the city of Hollywood, so we asked 
Max Osceola and Jim Allen to please 

❖ See DIAMOND, page 6 


New, Improved Okalee Milage Opens 



Iretta Tiger 


Cutting the ribbon to open the Seminole Okalee Indian Village (L-R): Johnny Jones, David DeHass, Roger Smith, Max 
Osceola Jr., Carol Cypress, Moses Osceola, William Osceola, Elaine Aguilar, Sally Tommie, and Buster Baxley. 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — “This is a 
dream come true for us,” said tribal citi- 
zen Vincent Micco from the Seminole 
Police Department and emcee for the 
ribbon cutting ceremony at the grand 
opening of the Okalee Village on Nov. 
23. The village is located in Seminole 
Paradise at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. 


“Our aim is to bring back some 
of our culture to our visitors” said 
Seminole President Moses B. Osceola. 

Osceola also shared a story 
from his youth when he first began to 
work for the village. 

Hollywood Council 

Representative Max Osceola, Jr. worked 
with Osceola at the village; they would 
perform Pow Wow dances. Also present 


at the grand opening ceremony was Key 
Biscayne Mayor Richard Ederr, and 
Hollywood Mayor Mara Guilianti. 

Buster Baxley, village director, 
welcomed everyone and described the 
layout of the village. Baxley described 
the layout of the village as “the tribe as 
they were in the late 1800s.” 

❖ See OKALEE, page 8 


WPBA Pool Players Tour Big Cypress 


By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — On 

Monday Nov. 30, some of the 
world’s best female billiard play- 
ers visited the many attractions 
offered by the Seminole Tribe on 
the Big Cypress reservation. The 
players were part of the Women 
Professional Billiards Association 
(WPBA) Cuetec® Cues Florida 
Classic tour, hosted by the 
Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino, Dec. 1-5. 

Twelve of the players vis- 
ited the Ahfachkee School and had 
the opportunity to speak to the stu- 
dents about motivation, hard work 
and the importance of education in 
their life, regardless of their choice 
of profession. The students were 
very attentive and their talk gener- 
ated several questions. 

After leaving Ahfachkee, 
the players were treated to a nice 
lunch at the Swamp Water Cafe, 
where they sampled some of the 
fares that their palates have never 
tasted before, such as frog legs 
and alligator tail. 

Next, in a day full of 
activities, the players attended the 
Critter Show at Billie Swamp 
Safari. It was a fun, entertaining 
and educational show presented by 


Swamp Safari employee Ray 
Becerra. He made the players 
laugh, and at one time almost cry 
when a skunk he was showing 
appeared to spray the visitors. 
Becerra actually had a water gun 
under the critter. 

The WPBA players then 
went on a swamp buggy tour of 
Billie Swamp Safari. Tribal 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress was 
the tour guide and as a treat, he 
introduced them to Superman, the 
largest alligator in captivity, meas- 
uring 15 feet in length. Upon their 
return, they had a chance to 
“wrestle” an alligator, as all the 
cameras were flashing; closing 
this experience they will never 
forget. 

Following the swamp 
buggy tour, the players enjoyed an 
airboat ride, followed by a visit to 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. They 
learned more about the Seminole 
Tribe, its history and traditions. 

The trip was supposed to 
end at 4:30 p.m., but ran a little 
late and the tour group got back to 
the Hard Rock at 7:30 p.m. At the 
conclusion of their Big Cypress 
experience, the most often heard 
comment was, “this was the most 
fun we had in a long time!” 



Nery Mejicano 


Ga Young Kim, the eighth ranked billiards player in 
the world, tries her hand at alligator wrestling. 


Ribbon Cutting at BC Water 
Treatment Plant 


New plant is equipped to service more 

than 1,000 Big Cypress residents 

By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — It was day 
to celebrate in Big Cypress; a special day 
that puts to rest years of anticipation, 
because now the Big Cypress community 
has a brand new water treatment plant. 
Residents, tribal officials and employees 
were on hand to witness the momentous 
occasion. The ceremony took place on 
Monday, Nov. 29 with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony and luncheon, complete with a 
tour of the new facility. 

Director of Utilities Susie 
Kippenberger gave a brief introduction on 
the water plant and a narrative on the his- 
tory and scope of the project. The overall 
project included not only the water treat- 
ment plant, but a waste transfer facility as 
well as a fuel station, water supply wells 
and a waste treatment plant. 

The water plant was designed in 
2000 by Jordan, Jones and Goulding. 
Construction commenced in 2002 with 
Winter Environmental as the contractor 
and a planned completion date in 


November of 2004-a goal date they met. 

Tribal officials were present for 
the ribbon cutting, including Big Cypress 
Council Representative David Cypress, 
President Moses Osceola, Brighton 
Council Representative Roger Smith, Big 
Cypress Board Representative Paul 
Bowers Sr. and Tribal Treasurer Mike D. 
Tiger. Each spoke of the days when they 
were young and water was a rare com- 
modity. 

“It was a long time in coming,” 
said David Cypress. “If you have been 
living in Big Cypress for the past 25 
years, and been drinking the water, you 
must have cast iron stomach.” 

“Water is gold,” he added. “Now 
we have it.” 

Moses Osceola congratulated 
David Cypress, Mitchell Cypress and 
Kippenberger for working extremely hard 
on the project and making the water treat- 
ment plant come to pass. 

“Back in the old days when we 
were growing up, all we had were hand- 
powered wells,” said Osceola. “That was 
our water supply. We drank whatever 

❖ See WATER, page 7 


NTRL Comes to Youth & Livestock Ranch 



Judy Weeks 

Seminole roping legend Rudy Osceola (left) and Ronnie Keel (left) wait their turn to 
ride against the pros at the ISY&LR. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee 
Seminole Youth and Livestock Ranch 
(ISY&LR) was the host of the National 
Team Roping League on Saturday Nov. 

1 3 at the John Jimmie Memorial Arena. 
The numbers roping included five, seven, 
nine and eleven and 1 1 United States 
Team Roping Championship (USTRC) 
rated entries in addition to the open event. 

National Team Roping League 
(NTRL) President Jeff Motes was on 
hand to oversee the undertaking and coor- 
dinate the event. Operations Director 
Michelle Burns traveled all the way from 
Arrington, Tenn. to handle the paperwork 
and record the results in the league 
archives. 

Ropers were offered the opportu- 
nity to enter five times, pick or draw, in 
each category in accordance with their 
USTRC standing. Cash awards were pre- 
sented to all winners. In addition, the first 
place winning teams received NTRL sad- 
dle pads. 

For roping enthusiasts, it was a 
very exciting day as they had the opportu- 
nity to meet several champions. Jimmy 
Tanner came all the way from Tifton, Ga. 

❖ See NTRL, page 13 
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2005 Seminole Tribal Calendar 


The new 2005 
Seminole tribal calendar is 
almost here! This year’s 
theme is “Honoring Our 
Preschool Graduates” and 
showcases the 2003-2004 
tribal preschool graduates. 
In past calendars, Seminole 
elders, both men and 
women, were prominently 
featured. 

The calendar is 
free to all tribal members 
and can be picked up at the 
communications 
department located on the 
second floor at the main 
tribal office. Those 
interested in purchasing the 
calendar should call The 
Seminole Tribune at (954) 
967-3416, or visit the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
website at 

www.seminoletribe.com, 
under Marketplace. 



Correction 



A cutline was inadvertaently ommitted from a photo appearing in the last 
issue. It should read as follows: Coleman Josh with his ex-wife Dorothy, 

Victoria’s mother. 


Attention Tribal Citizens 

All tribal citizens of The Seminole Tribe of Florida 

who live out of state are eligible to receive a 
free subscription of The Seminole Tribune. 

Please fill out the information below and mail to: 

The Seminole Tribune 

6300 Stirling Road, Room 235 - Hollywood, FL 33024 



Christmas Message from 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress 


Christmas Message from President Moses Osceola 


To our tribal members, friends, and employees, I wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a very successful New Year! Seems 2004 just got underway, and 
here we are at the door of a brand new year! 

I hope that we will all remember the reason for the season, and that 
God Almighty gave us the greatest gift possible through the birth of his son 
Christ Jesus, who was of course bom on Christmas Day. That gift is everlasting 
life when we accept Jesus as our lord and savior. It is also because of God that 
our tribe has been blessed as it has been. Let’s give thanks always for this and 
use our blessings wisely! 

I hope that your Christmas will be a joyous one shared with family and 
friends. If we see someone in need however, let us do what we can to help. Also 
pray for each other and the families that have lost loved ones recently. The 
Christmas season is without a doubt a very special time-winter setting in, 
Christmas lights, Christmas carols being sung everywhere praising God, and 
people showing love and care for each other in ways not done during the rest of 
the year! Imagine how the world might be if the Christmas spirit was exhibited 
every day! 

As you celebrate the New Year, I hope you will do it safely. Again, I 
hope that Christmas will be a great time of fellowship for each of you. Mer T 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 


The holidays bring to mind many childhood memories. . . 

When I was a youngster, we never had a Christmas tree. 
Our family would go to the Big Cypress Baptist Church and 
celebrate Christmas. The late Reverend Crenshaw came to the 
church and we had dinner and he would pass out fruit and candy. 

One year, when I was about seven years old, the late 
Willie Frank gave me a double barrel toy shot gun. It had corks in 
the barrel that would pop out when you pulled the trigger. I was so 
happy. It was the best gift I ever received. 

I loved that shot gun and had it for many years to come. 
Willie was my mentor and he told me about becoming involved 
with the workings of the tribe. Many say that Willie “shot” my 
way into the world of politics. 

The best present we could have today is a safe holiday. 
Don't drink and drive so we can look forward to the New Year. 

To all my people. . . may the days ahead bring many 


blessings to you. 
Christmas. 


Let us all rejoice and celebrate the spirit of 




Mitchell Cypress 
Chairman 


Name. 


Letters & E-mail 


Tribal Roll Number 


Address. 


City. 


State Zip. 


Phone. 


E-mail. 


Additional Info. 


As soon as we receive this information, your subscription will 
be mailed to you. Thank you very much. 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the editor, 
Michael Kelly at (800) 683-7800, Ext. 


1267. E-mail mkelly@semtribe.com, 
fax (954) 967-3482, or mail to: The 
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Elizabeth Ann Wright 


Dear Big Cypress Campground staff, 

After many years of camping in 
your Big Cypress Campground, we found 
ourselves there again, but this time as 
evacuees from our home in Indian River 
County due to Hurricane Frances. 

This letter is to say a very big 
thank you to Campground Manager 
Barbara Salyer and her husband Bill, who 
went out of their way to help us by taking 
our little dog Misti into their living 
quarters when we were told to stay at the 
community center shelter. Also, Center 
Manager Jack was a very helpful and 
gracious host. He and Ron showed 
genuine interest in us. 

We are very grateful for the tasty 
meals served as we did have two dinners 
there. And to everyone else who 
performed their job there so very well. 

Thank you, 

Chris and Libby Julien 

Dear Ms. Virginia Mitchell, 

I would like to thank you for 
your presence, contribution, and support 
at the Sixth Annual Crystal Vision Gala. 
The event was truly incredible, and it was 
obvious much time, talent and effort was 
put forth to make the evening 
extraordinary. 

The honor of being awarded the 
2004 Crystal Vision Award has been a 
humbling experience. Looking out at the 
crowd and seeing so many who have 
consistently supported our efforts, 
confirmed once again we could not 
accomplish what we have without each 
person’s assistance, input and follow 
through. 

With your support children and 
those young at heart are given an 
opportunity to learn and express 
themselves through the visual and 
performing arts at the Art and Culture 
Center of Hollywood. I am privileged to 
be the Hollywood’s City Manager, and I 
am thankful for the opportunity to serve 
in this capacity. 

I thank you again for being a part 
of such a wonderful evening. 

Sincerely, 

Cameron D. Benson 

City Manager 

Dear Editor, 

I am looking for info, 
suggestions on past history on Seminole 
food and housing. I want to set up a menu 
with a picture of a home to go with my 
report. Thank you 


Dear Ms. Wright, 

Thanks for writing to us for 
your third grade project. Seminoles 
traditionally lived in thatched roof 
dwellings called chickees. The dwellings 
were constructed out of cypress wood 
and palmetto fronds, both plentiful 
throughout the Florida landscape. 

The Seminole villages consisted 
of multiple chickees and they were used 
to house extended families, cooking 
areas, storage, sleeping accommodations 
just to name a few. As far as food is 
concerned, fry bread, a drink called 
sofkee and venison topped the most 
commonly prepared and consumed food. 
Hope this helps! 

Sincerely, 

Tina M. Osceola 
Executive Director 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

Dear Editor, 

Is the casino open on Christmas 
Day and Christmas Eve? 

To whom it may concern, 

Yes. The casino does not close 
for any holiday. 

Sincerely, 

Edward Jenkins 
Director, Compliance and 
Regulations 

Gaming Department 

Dear Editor, 

I’ve been told that you have a 
public motorcycle track at Big Cypress 
Reservation. Is this true? Where? ATVs 
allowed? 

Thanks, 

Robert Dzwonkowski 

Mr. Dzwonkowski 

ATV’s are welcome. We host 
tribal citizens only on Mondays. For 
more information on Seminole 
Motocross, please visit 
http://www. seminoletribemotocross. com. 
Thanks, 

Jack Gorton 
Motocross Director 

Dear Editor, 

Are your airboat and /or swamp 
buggy tours being held on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve? 

Sincerely, 


tribune@semtribe.com 

Kathy Green 

Sales Coordinator 
Rudolph Research Analytical 

Dear Ms. Green, 

Billie Swamp Safari is closed 
every year on Christmas day. It is the 
only day of the year it is closed. I would 
advise coming out Dec. 23 or any time 
after Christmas day. 

Thank you, 

Lucy Evanicki 
Marketing Director 
Florida Seminole Tourism 

Dear Editor, 

We’ve kind of heard that you all 
are doing a celebration around New 
Year’s time. Can you give me any info? 
We’re looking for a Pow Wow or 
something for New Year’s Eve. We live in 
Ocala, Fla. 

Thanks, 

Dee Westphal 

Dear Ms. Westphal, 

Thank you for your inquiry 
regarding the New Year’s Eve 
celebration at the Tampa Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. 

Guests to the casino can enjoy 
the festivities through out the weekend, 
starting with the open party on the 
casino floor with our “ Cash in the New 
Year” promotion, complimentary noise 
makers and a champagne toast at 
midnight. We will also have a fabulous 
New Year’s Eve dinner in Floyd’s, a pool 
party, special Bingo session and, of 
course, Floyd’s late night. There are also 
two private parties for Players Club 
members. 

The fun doesn ’t stop on Dec. 31. 
You can watch all of the Bowl games in 
Big Joes Sports Bar or play in the New 
Year’s Day expanded Bingo on Saturday. 
We also have Frank Sinatra Jr. in 
concert on Sunday evening and again 
for a Monday matinee. 

Please feel free to contact the 
casino at (813) 627-ROCK (7625) for 
more information on any of these events. 
Or simply contact my office and I’ll be 
happy to go into more detail for you. 

Wishing you a happy and 
healthy New Year, 

Doug Hoppe 
Director of Marketing 
Tampa Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino 

(813) 627-7707 
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Trish Ready 

Billy Micco (left) and Virginia Yarce (right) registering two Rottweiler puppies. 


Free Tags, Rabies Vaccinations at Pet Fair 

By Virginia Yarce 

HOLLYWOOD and BRIGHTON — 

Momma Kitty, Gizmo and Cotton joined 17 other 
Seminole cats and dogs to update their rabies vacci- 
nations on Saturday, Nov 20 at the Hollywood 
Health Center. 

ReRe, a Pit Bull, could not be vaccinated 
because she was pregnant, and one of the cats put up 
a feisty struggle and almost escaped his vaccination. 

Each of the pets received free tags and a free one 
year rabies vaccination. 

In Brighton, more pets gathered on Tuesday, 

Dec. 7 at the Brighton Rabies Clinic, coordinated by 
the Seminole health department’s environmental 
health program employee Billie Micco. A number of 
cats and dogs came out for the event under the large 
oak trees at the Brighton Gymnasium parking lot. Pet 
owners did a great job of keeping their dogs and cats 
leased or restrained while they registered and waited 
for their turn. There were no incidents at the 
Brighton Rabies Clinic. 

Rabies vaccinations are very important 
because rabies, while rare, is very real in Florida, and 
quite deadly. In 2004 alone, there were more than 
190 confirmed cases of rabies in Florida, mostly 
found in the wild raccoon population. When any 
mammal is exposed to a scratch or bite from a rabid 
animal, the virus can be passed on to another mam- 
mal by means of the saliva. 

If post-exposure treatment is not done, the 
rabies virus is almost always deadly. That’s why it is 
so important to call the Seminole health department 
any time an animal bite occurs, whether it is a pet, 
stray or wild animal. 

Billie Micco, Patrick Peck, Trish Ready and 
Virginia Yarce from the environmental health pro- 
gram worked alongside veterinarians from Clewiston 
Animal Clinic and Aycock Veterinary Clinic, who 
donated their time to help the tribe protect their pets 
and the community from the risk of rabies. 

Momma Kitty, Gizmo and Cotton won’t 
need another rabies vaccine until next fall, but any 
pets who missed the pet fair and are not vaccinated 
should take the time now to get their pets’ vaccines 
updated at a local veterinarian. 

Also, watch for the upcoming pet fairs from 
the Seminole health department in the early spring of 
next year, as we anticipate the tribe’s new animal 
ordinance beginning in 2005, which will require reg- 
istration of pets on Seminole reservations. 

If you would like to be on a courtesy call 
list for the next pet fair, contact the environmental 
health program at (954) 962-2009, Ext. 126. 



Trish Ready 


Christopher Olivarez and his dog Heckle. 




Momma Kitty rests after getting her rabies vaccine 
and new tag as owner David Anderson Jr. attends 
to her. 


Trish Ready 

Dr. Loduca vaccinates Gizmo, a black chiuaua. 


Trish Ready 

Robert North Jr. carries Cotton to the Pet Fair. 




- Protect yourself from 
making a mistake 
Practice these simple phrases! 

“No, you can’t search my cSS, 

“No, you can't search my ho 
"No, I don't want to talk with 
“Call my lawyer!” 



Call Guy Seligma 

954 - 760-7600 



24 hours a day 
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New Resident Moves Into Okalee Village 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

Friday Nov. 19, Superman, the 
huge 15 -foot alligator that for- 
merly resided at the Billie 
Swamp Safari in Big Cypress, 
was moved to the new Okalee 
Village alligator pond on the 
northeast side of the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 

According to Mike 
Bailey, curator and gator wrestler 
extraordinaire, this reptile is 
approximately 80-years old and 
weighs an estimated 1,700 
pounds. He had been held in cap- 
tivity for many years at Billie 
Swamp Safari and was always a 
major tourist attraction. 

It took about a dozen 
strong construction workers to lift 
this big creature off the truck and 
carried by hand about 1 00 yards 
to its new habitat. The men had 
to stop several times to catch 
their breath after lifting this great 



Felix DoBosz 

Mike Bailey (left) and James Peacock (right) lead the way in transport- 
ing Superman, the 1,700 pound alligator. 



Felix DoBosz 


Mike Bailey coaxes the gator into his new habitat. 


behemoth and walking only a few yards. 

As the men struggled to get the gator past 
the narrow entrance towards the village, Bailey 
kept shouting to clear the walkways and help him 
lift the big reptile. After about half an hour, they 
were able to get the old alligator into his new habi- 
tat for all to view. 

Along with the new surroundings, the car- 
lengthed reptile will be renamed. Perhaps a naming 
contest for the gator formerly known as Superman 
is in the works. Stay tuned. 

The new Okalee Village opened to the 
general public on Tuesday Nov. 23. 



Felix DoBosz 


Superman feels “super” in his new home. 



Drawing by David Grist 


Artistic rendering of the new Big Cypress Landing, slated to open in March 2005. 


Update and New Name for Well-Known Store 


became a cornerstone for the Big Cypress communi- 
An unmistakable sign of ty. The store is open seven days a week, 365 days per 



Janice Billie 


The Big Cypress Arts & Crafts shop has been a reservation mainstay for near- 
ly three decades. 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS 

progress has come to the 
little convenience store 
and souvenir shop known 
as Big Cypress Arts & 

Crafts, located on the 
south end of the reserva- 
tion. December marks 
the third month of con- 
struction on a new build- 
ing that will be re-named 
Big Cypress Landing. 

Over the years 
the current facility has 
grown desperate for 
modernization. Under the 
direction of Sadie 
Cypress’s two daughters 
Carolyn and Janice 
Billie, planned an expan- 
sion of the Big Cypress 
Arts & Crafts shop. 

The new facility 
will include a conven- 
ience store, a small grill 
for hot prepared foods 
with seating and an area 
dedicated to arts and 
crafts. The new facility is 
slated for completion in 
March 2005-which will 
not come a moment too soon. 

As a means of providing income for her 
family Sadie Cypress, herself a longtime artist and 
craftswoman, saw the potential to sell handmade sou- 
venirs to tourists, as well as cold drinks and snacks to 
the locals. In December 1979, Cypress and Tommie 
Billie founded the Big Cypress Arts & Crafts shop on 
the reservation. 

For the next 24 years, the Big Cypress Arts 
& Crafts shop, known to the locals as Sadie’s shop, 


year, from 7 a.m.-ll p.m. The store has become a 
reliable source for basic convenience items like 
drinks, breads and other food items. It also serves as 
an outlet to sell arts and crafts purchased from people 
on other reservations as well as Big Cypress commu- 
nity members. 

It has always been Cypress and Billie’s 
dream to build a spacious modem store to better 
serve the Big Cypress community and the tourists 
that travel there year round. 
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Iretta Tiger 


Mitchell Cypress was the keynote speaker at the U.S. Southern Command’s Native American 
Day/Veteren’s Day event. 


Chairman Speaks to Department of Defense 


By Iretta Tiger 

MIAMI, FL — Last year tribal citizen 
Steven Bowers received a call from the U.S. 
Southern Command (USCS) asking the tribe to 
participate in an event to commemorate the veter- 
ans. That event finally came to fruition on Nov. 

16. Coincidentally, November 2004 also hap- 
pened to be Native American Heritage Month. 

Representing the Seminole Tribe at the 
event were: Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 

Seminole Color Guard members Clyde Tiger and 
Steven Bowers, Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie, 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Development and 
Promotions Coordinator Tom Gallaher, and 
Seminole Tribune Reporter Iretta Tiger. 

The focus of this presentation was not 
only on Seminoles in the military, but also about 
Seminole culture. In his introduction speech, 
Captain Jackie Parker, from the USCS, quoted 
from President George Bush’s proclamation: 

“As the first people to call our country 
home, American Indians and Alaska Natives have 
a noble history in this land and have long shaped 
our Nation. During National American Indian 
Heritage Month, we celebrate our commitment to 
respect and preserve the rich Native American tra- 
ditions and cultures.” 

Cypress was the invited keynote speaker 
for the seminar and received a standing ovation as 
he made his way to the podium. Cypress gave a 


unique perspective of what it’s like being a 
Seminole, being in the military, and what is was 
like being a part of those different worlds. He 
pointed out that the tribe has been fortunate to 
never lose a Seminole in a foreign war. 

Cypress also shared the podium with fel- 
low veteran Steven Bowers. Bowers spoke of his 
experience in the military. Sally Tommie also 
shared the stage and gave a brief on the history of 
the tribe. 

USCS Chief of Staff General Michael 
Lehnert presented Cypress with a plaque as a 
token of their appreciation of the service of the 
Seminole veterans. 

A special lunch was prepared in honor of 
the Seminole tribe that included frog legs and 
gator ribs, which were really beef ribs. Several 
other Native American dishes were prepared such 
as Cherokee pepper soup; fliers with information 
about the tribes and the food were also available. 

Gallaher set up a museum display espe- 
cially for the US SC. Many people came to talk to 
everyone from the tribe. There was a lot of inter- 
est and curiosity about Seminole culture. 

The gathering was so amiable that if felt 
as if we were leaving old friends. Thank you 
USCS for your outstanding hospitality. Hopefully 
we won’t have to wait a year to see you guys 
again. 



The Seminole Tribe of Florida Presents 

Ahfachkeke Music Festival 



S ATURday , J anuary 

Hurricane Relief Benet 

John Anderson Bellamy Brothers 
Je sse Sc Noah Bellamy 


Remembering Our Troops This Holiday Season 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — Tis’ the season to be 
jolly. Celebrations such as pot luck holiday lunch- 
eons, company Christmas parties, sipping egg nog 
while putting up the Christmas tree, decorating 
your home, and many more other ways that make 
up the holidays, brings us together with our co- 
workers, our closest and dearest friends and most 
importantly our family. 

Whether it’s Christmas, Hanukah, 
Kwanzaa or any other way 
we celebrate this season, we 
like to do it in the best of 
company. Unfortunately, 
many families will be miss- 
ing the company of their 
loved ones that have been 
deployed overseas. For our 
troops, it is hard for them to 
say that this season will be 
jolly. Christmas is the most 
difficult time for the soldiers 
to be away from home and 
their families. 

While some of our 
troops may stay close in 
touch with loved ones, oth- 
ers may not. The saddening 
truth is that some troops 
receive little support that 
encourages them to be 
strong. 

Back in March, 
during the grand opening of 
the Tampa Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino, U.S. 

Army Sergeant Juan Maya 
and his wife Anika were 
special guests of the Seminole Tribe of Florida to 
attend the celebration. Two days later on March 
13, Maya was deployed to Afghanistan. 

Since his deployment, Maya has written 
to The Seminole Tribune to express his thanks to 
the tribe for the invitation and warm welcome he 
received while touring the Seminole reservation. 

Through a recent fund raiser, the tribe 
and the law offices of Miller, Schwartz and Miller 
have helped raise funds to send holiday packages 
to Maya’s platoon. Packages included homemade 
cookies, candy, hickory farm gift sets, and other 
goodies. 

For Maya, the melancholy feelings have 
always stayed close at heart thanks to the abun- 
dance of sentiments, gifts and caring actions of 
his family, especially his wife Anika. However, he 


noticed some of the soldiers in his platoon receive 
little support, if any at all. 

He encourages any person interested in 
writing to the soldiers to express their support-a 
kind word of encouragement in a letter is all it 
takes. Any way you may want to contribute, espe- 
cially during this holiday season, helps. 

The harsh reality is that our country is at 
war and regardless of our political preference, it 
affects us all. War in it self, is not prejudice. To 


our native and non-native readers alike, please 
remember our military men and women. They are 
the ones that answer the call to defend our free- 
dom, they are human beings that love, yearn, free 
and comfort the oppressed, fight with honor and 
sometimes die. Show them that we are indeed 
with them. 

You may address your contributions 
directly to Maya and he will make an even distri- 
bution of anything received among the platoon. 

Wolfhound Soldier 

C/o Maya, Juan D. 

Aco. 2/27th, T.F. 2/27, 3BCT 

APO AE 09354 

There are many other ways to show your 
support. For a site full of options please visit 
www.hereinreality.com/supportourtroops.html. 



Photo courtesy of Juan D. Maya 


“The Wolfhounds” stationed at a Forward Operations Base in 
Southern Afghanistan. 


* Council 


Continued from page 1 


demanded that the issue should be brought before 
the people. It was not, and went on to pass unani- 
mously. 

Item number 41 on the agenda was a res- 
olution transferring ownership of the Coconut 
Creek Smoke Shop, the Big Cypress citrus groves 
and the Brighton citrus groves from the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida tribal council to the 
board. 


Iretta Tiger 

Some of SPDs newest members at the meeting. 


The last resolution was the 
formation of Renegade Barbeque, LLC 
by the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
and Cleveland Baker Jr. The restaurant 
will be located in Seminole Paradise. 
Both this and the previously mentioned 
item passed unanimously. 

This concluded the open ses- 
sion of the council meeting they then 
went into closed session. The next 
council meeting is scheduled for Dec. 
10 in the Hollywood auditorium. 
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Children’s Village 

Gates open 10 a.m. 

• Bounce House 

• Slide 

Florida Sons and 

• Snow Cones 

Native Sons 

• Popcorn 

Neighbors Helping 

• Clown 

Neighbors 

• Picture Taking 

• Fun Fun Fun! 

Cowboys and Indians 

• McDonald Pony Rides 

Production 

• Mechanical Bull Riding 

Raffle* 



Free parking. 

No alcoholic beverages or coolers 
allowed, not responsible for lost or 
damaged property. 


Directions: 

From Naples or Ft. Lauderdale 
take 1-75 to EXIT 49, then 16 miles 
north on Snake Road (County 
Road 833). 


'Raffle for Gooseneck Brand Multipurpose Aluminum Trailer, 300 tickets $100 per ticket. 

Vendor Space Available (561)308-0101 For Booth Space 
Big Cypress is a Alcohol and Drug free community. 
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Photo courtest of AMERIND Risk Management Corporation 

Joel M. Frank Sr. (center) received this high honor at the 18th Annual AMERIND Meeting and Expo. 


Seminole Named Chairman of AMERIND 
Risk Management Corporation 


Submitted by AMERIND Risk Management 
Corporation 

NASHVILLE, TN — On Thursday Nov. 

18, the tribal membership of the only self-insured risk 
pool serving Native America has selected a member 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida to serve as 
Chairman of the AMERIND board of directors. The 
AMERIND board of directors oversees the 
AMERIND Risk Management Corporation, a consor- 
tium of tribes helping tribes improve living condi- 
tions in Indian Country. 

The director of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida grants and government relations department, 
Joel M. Frank Sr., was picked among three candidates 
during the final general session of the 1 8th Annual 
AMERIND Meeting and Expo held Nov. 16-18. 

Frank serves Indian Country by holding 
oversight on several boards including the Indigenous 
Language Institute, which collaborates with indige- 
nous communities to revitalize and perpetuate the 
languages and culture of the original inhabitants of 
the Americas. 

The 54-year-old chairman is not new to 
Indian sovereignty issues. Frank served on the 
National Indian Gaming Commission as commission- 
er from 1990-1993. He has worked in housing for the 
Seminole people from 1994-2003. 

According to the results, 140 tribal votes 
were tallied and Frank was the victor beating out the 
two other candidates. By public vote, the tribal hous- 
ing professionals present tapped Frank as the next 
chairman to guide the AMERIND board of directors. 

The meeting welcomed 422 attendees repre- 
senting tribal communities and Alaska Native vil- 
lages. The self-insured risk pool learned about the 
new service called the Tribal Employee Injury 
Protection program. This product will ultimately 
branch away from the other traditional housing prod- 
ucts by serving and protecting the entire workforce 
located in Indian Country. 

Currently, casinos are trying to tackle the 


issue of employee benefits including workers com- 
pensation while circumventing the issue of unions 
and tribal sovereignty. The affordable alternative 
would be AMERIND’S TEIP Program. 

AMERIND’S humble beginnings began to 
fill the needs of Indian housing professionals in 
Indian Country. Facing an insurance crisis in 1986, 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, the National American Indian Housing 
Council and 175 founding Indian housing authorities 
created a plan of self-insurance as an alternative to 
purchasing traditional insurance. Since 1986, the 
AMERIND self-insurance plan has paid more than 
$135 million in Indian housing losses while at the 
same time saving tribes and the federal government 
more than $100 million in insurance costs. 

AMERIND is all about protecting lives with 
its home, fire and safety educational endeavors that 
aim to teach children about the dangers of playing 
with matches and other maladies. AMERIND has 
been proactive in ensuring homes have fire extin- 
guishers and working smoke detectors. 

AMERIND continues to explore ways to 
make kitchens in Indian Country safer by installing 
range hood canisters, which are mini-fire extinguish- 
ers that are activated by flare-ups. By taking care of 
each tribe’s risk management needs, those tribes can 
focus on their immediate goals in education, health 
and the spirituality of each family. 

Today, AMERIND Risk Management 
Corporation is a not-for-profit self-insured risk pool 
serving more than 270 members representing housing 
for more than 500 tribes. The risk pool protects more 
than 61,000 Indian homes totaling more than $6.9 
billion in replacement value. 

For more information about the most suc- 
cessful corporation in Indian Country, contact Risk 
Management Director Tom Gillespie or Member 
Communications Director Nancy Gray at (800) 352- 
3496. 


art 






The Mljcq suttee Educational Fund, 
a Non Profit Orgonii niton, presents. 



30 th ANNUAL INDIAN 

rtS FESTIVAL 


Join us for our 30th Annual Indian Arts Festival 
with song, dance, arts & crafts, 
food and; entertainment for the entire family 
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Inaugural Tribal Wealth Management 
Conference Held at Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino 


By Michele T. Jones 

TAMPA — Since the beginning of bingo 
halls on tribal reservations, gaming has found a 
prominent place in the Indian way of life. Tribal casi- 
nos have become the new breadwinner of Indian eco- 
nomic development and have moved tribal govern- 
ment from economic poverty to an economic boom. 
This is Native America’s industrial revolution. 

It may as well be a rags-to-riches fairy-tale 
story but, what do you do with new found wealth and 
how do tribes retain it? With the overwhelming suc- 
cess of the Indian gaming industry, money manage- 
ment and finance have become the newest and hottest 
reservation gossip since bingo. 

However, many Native tribes with economic 
success may need a crash course or two in wealth 
management because; “if people never had money, 
how do you expect them to know about money man- 
agement?” asked John Beirise, president and CEO of 
Native American Bank, NA in Denver, Colo. 

To help answer this small missing piece of 
the puzzle was the Inaugural Tribal Wealth 
Management Conference sponsored by the 
Information Management Network held Nov. 15-17 
at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in 
Tampa. Attendees included influential representatives 
from all across Indian Country. 


The conference kicked off with a golf com- 
petition at the Tampa Palms Golf & Country Club in 
the morning hours on Monday, Nov. 15. As the con- 
ference began, the room full of financial advisors, 
investors, and consultants, and the large number of 
vendors on the premises such as Victory Capital 
Management, Merrill Lynch, Denali Advisors, and 
many more did not go unnoticed. 

So what were they here for? Native America 
has sought to buy into the American dream and 
Indian gaming is paving the way. Several presenters 
emphasized the promotion and protection of tribal 
sovereignty as an essential part of wealth manage- 
ment. Ironically, the sound of video game tunes rang 
into the ears of participants on each day of the con- 
ference from the nearby casino floors. 

“Tribes are in the middle of a changing 
financial market, changing legal and regulatory envi- 
ronment, changing conditions and expectations on 
tribal lands, and influential educational programs and 
academic research,” said Gantam Vora, a professor of 
finance at the University of New Mexico pointed out. 

Tribes need to self-manage their finances 
rather than contracting out for services. Therefore, 
there is a need to educate more Natives in account- 
ing, finance, and wealth management to maintain the 
“balance between tribal ways and culture and the 
ways and culture of society at-large,” according to 
Vora. 

More tribal members need to “understand 
the capital market so they can continue to manage 
their own and their tribe’s wealth therefore strength- 
ening tribal sovereignty and economic sovereignty,” 
said Thomas Steier, a member of the Tonawanda 
Band of Seneca in New York. 

He urged tribes to acquire the skills to be 
able to maintain and manage their own tribal assets 
and resources. Steie said tribes need to keep econom- 
ic power with the tribes and within the reservations 
boundaries, “keeping developments in Indian coun- 
try... keeping money in [tribal] pockets.” 

Just as important is understanding unity 
among tribes because “tribes should work together to 
expand and protect sovereignty,” according to Chief 
Executive Officer of Viejas Tribe Economic 
Development Enterprises Frank Riolo. 

Dean T. Parisian, a Chippewa from the 
White Earth Reservation and Chairman & Founder of 
Chippewa Partners Native Americans Advisors, Inc. 
provided an insight on how tribes should look at phi- 
lanthropy efforts. Parisian currently has established a 
scholarship for native students studying finance and 


economics at the University of Minnesota. For more 
information, call Chippewa Partners at (770) 772- 
1621. 

In addition, presenters encouraged tribes to 
work with financial firms who are committed to 
working with native communities and native people. 
Specifically, Hugh Lordon, chief financial officer for 
the Oneida Nation of New York’s Turning Stone 
Casino encourages tribes to “know who you are 
doing business with.” 

This is important in order to help tribal gov- 
ernments maintain and retain their economic revenue 
stream as many of the panelist presenters instilled 
into the minds of those in attendance. Many tribes 
have already obtained their fair share of economic 
success by their involvement in the gaming industry. 

“I know how to make money, I’d like to 
keep my money,” said Notah Begay III, a member of 
the Navajo Nation, a successful PGA Tour 
Competitor, and keynote speaker. “It’s not about 
making money, it’s my money making money for 
me.” 

So how do tribes and individuals retain their 
wealth? In the future, Indian gaming will not be gen- 
erating the plethoric wealth it presently does-a com- 
mon theme throughout the conference. Many factors 
contribute to this. Bryan Mercier a member of the 

Confederate Tribes of the Grand Ronde 
in Oregon and a legislative associate 
for the National Congress of American 
Indians, presented the following sug- 
gestions on fostering economic growth 
during his speech on the first day of 
the conference: 

Political influences-i.e. U.S. 
elected officials-because it changes 
constantly. So whoever is in office has 
a tremendous impact on tribes; the 
economy because what people are buy- 
ing now could change later; the finan- 
cial future of the Indian casinos and 
gaming is uncertain, “it will eventually 
go away,” said Chairman of San 
Manuel Band of Mission Indians in 
California Deron Marquez, so tribes 
need to diversify their resources. 
Therefore, many tribes needed to look 
into investing for the future. 

Tribes need to diversify their 
revenues and use the success of gam- 
ing revenues to invest into other ven- 
tures that would bring in just as much 
profit for the tribes as gaming does. So what can 
tribes do to continue generating revenue through trib- 
al resources? Several advisors suggested tribe’s 
investment into mutual funds or real estate to 
strengthen economic development within the tribe. 

In addition to diversification, tribes should 
be able to understand the financial market and learn 
to expand their financial portfolio. Many of the diver- 
sifying investments by other tribes include natural 
resources, banks, hedge funds, and tribal owned 
enterprises. 

On Nov. 17, the final day of the conference, 
Seminole tribal citizen Allan Jumper was the keynote 
speaker. Jumper, a tribal gaming employee for 25 
years, spoke to the crowd on the successes of the 
tribe as well as its history of accomplishments and 
thanked those in attendance in wanting to learn more 
about finance relating directly to Indian country and 
issues. 

Here some tips for selecting a financial advi- 
sor: When selecting an advisor, there are several 
things tribes and individuals need to consider before 
selection. Not only do tribes need to consider the 
future of their nation, but individuals themselves need 
to think about their future. Future generations need to 
be considered with the success tribes are experienc- 
ing now. Everyone should think about the future, 
future generations, seven generations from now. 

What can individuals do to enhance and 
improve their current economic status and keep a 
comfortable life for themselves and many generations 
after them? There are several questions tribes and 
individuals who are looking to work with a financial 
advisor should ask themselves: How much will sov- 
ereignty allow tribes to do within the financial mar- 
ket? What is the financial firms’ experience in work- 
ing with tribes, native communities, and native peo- 
ple? And tribal issues? Does the firm understand the 
social environment of tribes? Will the firm be able to 
meet our needs? Will the firm be able to adjust two 
or fours years from now? And will they still be able 
to meet our needs? How creditable is the firm? Can 
we/I build a long term relationship with this firm? 

Now that wealth has been obtained through 
gaming revenues by many tribes across the U.S. to 
better fund their governmental operations, provide for 
the general welfare of the their members, and to pro- 
mote tribal economic development in accordance 
with the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, we need to 
learn to maintain the revenue stream by taking initia- 
tives in the financial arena so we can retain wealth. 
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Tax Assistance Available to Tribal Citizens 


By Marie Trabulsi 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida has arranged 
for RSM McGladrey, Inc. to assist tribal citizens in 
the preparation of their 2004 individual income tax 
returns. The tax accountants will be at 
each reservation per the following 
schedule: 

Hollywood: Jan. 31-April 
15, Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 

Big Cypress: Jan. 31 and March 1, 

Brighton: Jan. 31, Feb.l and March 1, 

Immokalee and Ft. Pierce: by appoint- 
ment. 

RSM McGladrey, Inc. is 
pleased to announce that electronic 
filing will be available for the majori- 
ty of the 2004 tax returns. RSM McGladrey, Inc. esti- 
mates that the majority of returns will be completed 
and mailed, or electronically filed, within 3 to 5 busi- 
ness days. 

Please bring the following information that 
pertains to your tax return with you when you meet 
with the accountant: a copy of your 2003 tax return, 
the 1040 form, if we did not prepare your 2003 tax 


return, any correspondence received from the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) during 2003-2004, W-2 form 
from all employers, a. list of children (dependents) 
with their birth dates and social security numbers, 
your 1099 form showing income 
received during 2004 from the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, the 1099R 
form if you are receiving any funds 
from a pension plan, name, address, 
and tax identification number of the 
person or company to which you paid 
child care expenses, the 1098 form 
showing the amount of interest you 
paid to a bank or mortgage company, 
your social security statement, if you 
are drawing social security, a list of 
charitable contributions, property tax bills, daytime 
telephone number and any other documents that per- 
tain to your income tax return. 

Tribal citizens will be assisted on a first 
come first serve basis on the scheduled days. If you 
have any questions you can contact Tina McGrath or 
Marie Trabulsi of RSM McGladrey, Inc. at (561) 
697-1785. 
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Ten Things You Must Know 
About Keeping Your Home Safe 


Submitted by the Seminole Police Department 

1 . Lock all your doors 24/7 : Most unlawful 
entry is thru doorways. And about half of those are 
through doors left unlocked. An unlocked lock is not 
a lock. Fifty-one percent of break-ins occur during 
daylight and 49 percent occur after dark. There are 
8,600 break-ins a day which translates into one every 
13 seconds. 

2. Deadbolt all exterior entrances: Most bur- 
glaries are the result of forcible entry. Every exterior 
entryway into your home needs a deadbolt with a full 
one inch throw bolt. Treat the door from garage to 
inside the house as an exterior door. Exterior doors 
should be solid, one-and-three-quarter inch secure 
frames. 

3. Intruders fear the spotlight: An intruder’s 
greatest fear is being seen. Don’t give them a place to 
hide. Good exterior lighting around your perimeter 
creates a psychological barrier. Consider motion acti- 
vated light fixtures. All porches and other entrances 
should be lit with at least a 40- watt bulb. Trim over- 
grown bushes, trees limbs, or landscaping to the 
height of porches or windows. 

4. Glass can shatter your security: Locks less 
than an arm’s length away from glass panels and 
sidelights require glass brick, grates or grills. Where 
building codes allow, install double cylinder. 
Deadbolts that need to be opened with a key from the 
inside as well as the outside are best. A sliding glass 
door is lifted into position when installed and easily 
lifted out if you’re not careful. Adjust screws in the 
door track to limit clearance. Add a wooden dowel or 
broom handle too. Retrofit ground floor windows 
with locking hardware. 

“While you’re on vacation, I’ll just let 
myself in:” Maintain the appearance of occupancy at 
all times. Use automatic timers to turn on different 
lights at different times. Have a trusted neighbor or 
friend pick up your mail and newspapers and occa- 
sionally use your garbage cans. During the spring or 
summer arrange to have your lawn maintained. Most 
break-ins occur between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Put a 


radio or a TV on a timer. Turn the ringer on the tele- 
phone down. 

6. Start a neighborhood watch: Neighbors 
watching out for each other are the most effective 
method of crime prevention. Host a neighborhood 
watch and get started meeting for your block, and 
invite a police department representative to assist 
with planning, education, training and prevention 
techniques. 

7. Remember that key you thought you put 
under the mat? Never hide keys under a mat, or taped 
above a doorjamb-burglars know these places. Leave 
a key with a trusted neighbor or friend. Don’t place 
information tags on your key or key rings. 

8. Help the police help you: House numbers 
should be at least 4-6 inches high, reflective and visi- 
ble from the street. Numbers should be illuminated at 
night. Report strangers running through private yards, 
alleyways, or anyone looking into windows of houses 
or parked cars. Call the police. Don’t worry about 
false alarms. Better to be safe than sorry. Call 911 if 
an emergency threatened human life or property. If 
not an emergency, call your police department direct- 

iy- 

9. Burglars prefer cash: Burglars want cash 
or items easily fenced for cash, such as small elec- 
tronic equipment, computers, cameras, jewelry, and 
hand guns. Don’t make it easy. Empty stereo and tel- 
evision boxes in the yard so burglars resist the strong 
temptation to “inquire within” about these valuables 
Hide your valuables or keep them under lock and key. 
Engrave your valuables with “This is the property 

of. . .” and include your driver’s license number. 
Marked property is difficult to fence and easier to 
recover. 

10. Gone in 60 seconds: Research by the 
National Crime Prevention Institute shows 60 sec- 
onds is usually required for a burglar to obtain entry. 

For more information on home safety call 
Sergeant A1 Signore with the Seminole Police 
Department’s Crime Prevention Unit at (813) 623- 
5748. 


How to Select the Right Person to 
Prepare Your Tax Return 


By Marie Trabulsi 

The U.S. Treasury published several bul- 
letins warning taxpayers against tax preparers who 
may take advantage of them. The treasury has pub- 
lished a list of helpful hints you should keep in mind 
when choosing a tax return preparer. 

A few tips include: avoid tax preparers who 
claim they can obtain larger refunds than other pre- 
parers, use a reputable tax professional that signs 
your tax return as a paid preparer and provides you 
with a copy for your records and consider whether 
the tax professional offers electronic filing options 
and other payment options that you want. 

You should also consider the following: 
Consider whether the individual or firm will be 
around to answer questions about the preparation of 
your return, months, even years, after the return has 
been filed. Consider whether the tax professional can 
represent you if the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
audits your return. 


As members of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, you should be aware of tax issues specifical- 
ly relating to you. The Kiddie Tax, for instance, 
affects all members under the age of 14 and is a com- 
plex tax matter that is not fully understood by many 
tax preparers. If a tax preparer files your return incor- 
rectly, you could personally face a large bill from the 
IRS requesting repayment of any refund received, 
plus interest and penalties. 

Why should you use tax preparers sponsored 
by the tribe? Why pay over $250 of your money to 
receive a refund loan when they can prepare your 
return without any fees to you and you can receive 
your refund in as little as eight days? They are quali- 
fied to assist you with complex tax issues. 

If you decide to have your tax return pre- 
pared by someone other than the tribe sponsored pre- 
parer, please make sure that your preparer meets all 
of the qualifications mentioned. 


Six Safety Tips for the Holidays 


By A1 Signore, SPD 

1 . When in a public facility always supervise 
your child, and always accompany young children to 
the restroom. Make certain your children know to 
stay with you at all times while shopping and always 
check with you or the person charge before they go 
anywhere. It is important to know where your chil- 
dren are and whom they are with at all times. 

2. If older children become separated from 
you while holiday shopping, have them meet you in a 
predestinated spot such as the sales counter of the 
store you were in or the malfs information booth. For 
younger children teach them to look for people who 
can be sources of help within the store or mall such 
as a uniformed security officer, salesperson with a 
nametag, the person in the information booth, or a 
uniformed law-enforcement officer. They should 
never leave the store/mall or go to the parking lot to 
look for you or your car. 

3. Make visits to the mall opportunities for 
your children to practice these safe shopping skills. 
Teach them how to use a public telephone; locate 
adult sources of help within the mall or a store; and, 
for older children, go to the restroom with a friend. 
Practice having them check with you before going 
anywhere within a mall or store. Leave clothing with 
children’s names displayed at home, as it can bring 
about unwelcome attention from inappropriate people 


who may be looking for an opportunity to start a con- 
versation with your children. 

4. Parents should not leave children alone at 
public facilities such as video arcades, movie the- 
aters, or playgrounds as a convenient “babysitter” 
while they are holiday shopping. Never leave chil- 
dren in toy or specialty stores expecting store person- 
nel to supervise and care for your children. They are 
not trained in this role, and it is not a function of their 
employment. 

5. If you allow your older children to go to 
the mall or other activities without you, they need to 
take a friend. It’s more fun and much safer. Older 
children should check in with you on a regular basis 
while they are out. Make certain a clear plan is in 
place to pick them up including where, what time, 
and what to do in case of a change in plans. 

6. Nothing takes the place of your supervi- 
sion when you are in a public place with your chil- 
dren. If you are going holiday shopping and feel that 
you will be distracted, make other arrangements for 
the care of your children. It’s easy for you and your 
children to get distracted with all the sights, sounds, 
and crowds of the holiday shopping, so make certain 
they stay with you at all times. 

For more information on child safety call 
Seminole Police Department Sergeant A1 Signore 
with the Crime Prevention Unit at (863) 623-5748. 


❖ Diamond 

Continued from page 1 

accept this award.” 

Osceola and Allen came up to the podium to 
accept the award, followed by a thank you speech by 
both. 

“Thank you mayor, city com- 
missioners. We appreciate this award 
and I accept it for all of our tribal 
members and tribal council,” said 
Osceola. “When we thought about 
improving our reservation, we also 
wanted to do something that will 
impact the whole community and for 
the tourists. The Seminole Tribe has 
been dealing with tourists since 1492 
when we found the first tourist on our 
shores, Christopher Columbus, so this 
is something we’re going to cherish.” 

Allen followed, “On behalf 
of our over 6,000 employees 
employed in all of our Seminole casi- 
nos throughout the state, it is an honor 
to accept this award.” 

“When the tribe hired me 
they said that they wanted to build a 
world class facility and we were not 
able to do that obviously, without the 
support of the tribal members and 
tribal council,” Allen said. 

Both Osceola and Allen 
announced Dec. 16 as the grand open- 
ing date of Seminole Paradise during 
the meeting. 

With the thousands of job 
openings the new establishment has 


created, and the millions of goods and services from 
thousands of Florida vendors the Seminole gaming 
establishment has purchased, the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino contributes significantly not 
only to the city of Hollywood, but also to the state of 
Florida and continues to rock on with the new 
Seminole Paradise entertainment venture scheduled 
for its grand opening this month. 



Adelsa Williams 


(L-R) Jim Allen and Max Osceola Jr. display the Diamond award. 
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Swamp Safari Gears up 
for the Tourist Season 

By Cindy Malin 

BIG CYPRESS — The staff at Billie Swamp Safari 
is preparing for company for the holidays-and lots of it. 

“The day after Christmas and the subsequent nine 
days after that are the busiest of the year for us,” said Park 
Director Ed Woods. “Visitors from all over the country and 
all over the world come to experience all that Billie Swamp 
Safari has to offer. The parking lot is full and the parking lot 
at the entrance to Safari which is slated for the new welcome 
center will be used that week and throughout the season. The 
crowds are huge.” 

And it doesn’t stop there. Visitors are at their high- 
est numbers from the day after Christmas through Labor Day 
weekend. 

A majority of U.S. visitors to Billie Swamp Safari 
come from Florida, California, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
Michigan, Illinois and other states. The majority of interna- 
tional visitors come from England, Germany, Switzerland, 
Austria, Canada, Latin America, France and Holland, among 
others. 

“It is great to see people appreciating what the 
Seminole Tribe has to offer,” said Marketing Director Lucy 
Evanicki. “We look forward to another record breaking 
year.” 



Jaime Restrepo 

The Swamp Water Cafe looking festive for the holidays. 



Jaime Restrepo 

Freshly bottled Big Cypress water. 


* Water 

Continued from page 1 

came up from the ground. The smell of the water 
could knock you out. 

“The Big Cypress community is growing 
and the water supply is important. There is future 
development planned," added Osceola. 

Paul Bowers Sr. recalled his childhood 
with his grandparents and how they procured 
water by cracking cap rocks and extracting the 
water that came out. 

“Now there is clean water and maybe 
now we can soften up our stomachs,” Bowers 
said. 

Tribal Treasurer Mike Tiger opened by 
saying the new plant will lead to “quality water.” 

He continued, “Big Cypress has done 
without quality water for many years. The previ- 
ous treatment facility was outdated, with a filtra- 
tion system that was not maintained and did not 
have sufficient capacity.” 

Tiger spoke about the capacity of the new 
system and how it can serve the current popula- 
tion with plenty of room for expansion. While 
serving as Area Director in Nashville, Tenn. for 
the Indian Health Service (IHS), Tiger monitored 
the project and helped get funding for the facility 
from the IHS. 

“It gives me great honor to see the 
fruition of hard work of people like David 
Cypress and Susie Kippenberger and everybody 
who has been involved in this facility,” said Tiger. 
“The plant is just as good, if not better than any 
other plant around the country. We drank well 
water; drank out of cisterns and 
cap rocks. We would dig a hole in 
the ground and come back an 
hour later to drink the water that 
had filtered into the hole. Now 
we have quality water. We have a 
facility we can be proud of.” 

All five officials, along 
with Kippenberger, assembled 
behind the ceremonial ribbon 
painted with Seminole colors, 
with a huge pair of scissors. The 
scissors were large enough for all 
to grasp as they cut the ribbon, 
officially opening the water plant. 

Plant Supervisor Donnie 
Walker said, “The plant can 
process up to one million gallons 
of water per day. Eighty percent 
of the water is drinkable while 
the other 20 percent is waste 
water, used to eliminate all the 
impurities removed from the 
other 80 percent that is piped to 
the community.” 

When asked about the 
waste water Walker said, “The 20 
percent is sent to the waste water 
treatment plant for further treat- 
ment, before it is returned to the 
ground.” 

The heart of the plant consists of two 
banks of filters, also referred to as “skids,” that 
treat the water via nanofiltration. That is, the fil- 
ters have special membranes that filter out the 
tiniest particles from the water as it is pumped 
from ground wells. Prior to the water reaching the 


filters, it is treated with sulfu- 
ric acid and antisealant. 

The filter banks do 
the hard work of taking out 
the solid impurities. The fil- 
tered water is further treated 
with sodium hypochlorite and 
fluoride to kill any bacteria. 

The quantities used are mini- 
mal thereby eliminating any 
funny taste in the water. 

Additional treatment 
includes implementing two 
forced air degassifiers to 
remove hydrogen sulfide and 
carbon dioxide. By the way, 
hydrogen sulfide is what gives 
water that egg smell. The sub- 
stance, in gas form, is 
extremely dangerous. The 
plant is fed by three wells, 
each about 75 feet in depth 
with a capacity of 225 gallons 
per minute, per well. 

As for the end prod- 
uct, pure water, Walker said, 

“That would be the same thing 
as you would get from a bottle 
of DASANI, a brand of bot- 
tled water.” 

Walker also said that presently 250,000 
gallons are treated per day, adding that the plant 
design will accommodate “future growth and 
capacity needs.” 

This equates to one bank operating each 
day instead of two. The plant alternates filter 
banks each day. In the event of severe demand, 


the plant can run both banks simultaneously, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. In the event 
demand exceeds the plant’s capacity, the plant was 
designed for the addition of a third bank of filters. 

Presently, the plant can service in excess 
of 1,000 families. This assumes that the average 
family of four consumes about 2,000 gallons of 


water per month. 

The new plant is integral to the waste 
treatment plant because waste water from the 
water plant must be treated prior to its return to 
the ground. There is also a network of infrastruc- 
ture, including water mains and pumps, to main- 
tain water supply and pressure throughout Big 
Cypress. Behind the new plant is a storage tank 
with a capacity of one million gal- 
lons. 

Other storage tanks include 
a 400,000 gallon ground storage 
tank located on West Boundary 
Road, as well as the signature water 
tower, with a capacity of 100,000 
gallons. All three tanks are intercon- 
nected. Water can flow back and 
forth among the three tanks. 

The water tower is used to 
maintain water pressure in addition 
to a series of water pumps, includ- 
ing fire demand pumps that will 
automatically activate as needed to 
supply water for fire fighting. The 
system configuration ensures an 
ample supply of water, even if 
demand spikes due to fire fighting 
or other emergency. 

“There is even an emer- 
gency generator system to keep the 
pumps running in the event of a 
power failure,” said Walker. 

Operating and controlling 
the plant is automated. The plant 
boasts a state of the art computer 
system that monitors the status of all 
components, water flow, water pres- 
sure and demand. The operators can 
track vital functions via computer displays. 

Quality and capacity were critical factors that 
went into the design and construction of the Big 
Cypress water plant. 

Given the future growth and development 
that is slated for Big Cypress, the plant in poised 
to satisfy the future needs of the community and 
then some. 



Jaime Restrepo 

The new million gallon water storage tank in BC. 
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Iretta Tiger 


Ahfachkee students entranced by the deepwater alligator wrestling 
show at the grand opening of the Seminole Okalee Village. 



* Okalee 

Continued from page 1 

There will be many ani- 
mals to see; the highlight will be 
the Florida black bear and there 
will also be a petting zoo. 

Tribal officials, along 
with Carol Cypress, cut the ribbon 
and everyone made their way to 
the village and to the 750 seat 


open-air amphitheater. Many 
stopped to see the animals, but 
what everyone was anticipating 
was the deepwater alligator 
wrestling show. 

In deepwater alligator 
wrestling, the wrestler goes into 
the water and uses an unusual and 
very dangerous technique to find 
the alligator. The person dives 
underwater and secures the gator’s 
mouth shut. Then the person car- 
ries the gator to the shore where 
gator tricks are then performed. 


It’s funny that gator 
wrestling for tourists was once a 
source of income for tribal citi- 
zens. With the financial success of 
the Seminole Tribe, you couldn’t 
pay a tribal citizen to wrestle an 
alligator. All wrestlers at the vil- 
lage are non-natives. 

Alligator wrestling never 
ceases to amaze Seminole children. 
All the students from the 
Ahfachkee School were entranced 
during their special 
private tour of the 
village before every- 
one else got to go in. 

“It’s great. I 
really liked it” said 
Bianca Acosta, 
Ahfachkee student. 
“My favorite is the 
alligator.” 

Along with 
the gator wrestling 
show was a birds of 
prey and snake show. 
The Ah- 

Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
is to be a part of the 
village and is sched- 
uled to open in 
February 2005, just 
in time for the 
Seminole Tribal Fair. 
The museum is a 
branch of the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
in Big Cypress, 
while the village ver- 
sion of the museum 
will have a class- 
room for educational 
and cultural presenta- 
tions. 

The original 
Okalee Village first 
opened in the 1960s and was locat- 
ed where the southeast Hard Rock 
parking lot is now. 

The Seminole Okalee 
Indian Village is open 
Tuesday-Sunday from 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. Admission is $12 for adults 
and children 12 and older, $10 for 
seniors age 62 and older, and $8 
for children ages 6 to 11. Children 
5 years old and younger are free. 

For more information, call 
the Seminole Okalee Indian 
Village at (954) 364-4221. 


Iretta Tiger 

Okalee’s General Manager Buster Baxley 
spoke at the museum’s grand opening. 



Iretta Tiger 

Some of the first Okalee guests make their way through the gates. 



Iretta Tiger 


Wrestler Mike Bailey brings ashore his capture as part of the deep- 
water alligator wrestling show as James Peacock looks on. 


Seminole Tribe Events Calendar 
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Chance of a Lifetime To Star 
in a Major Motion Picture 

Searching for newcomers : a 10-12-year-old 
boy and a 14-16-year-old boy to play lead 
roles in a Hollywood feature film 

Submitted by Emily Schweber, Casting Director 

LOS ANGELES, CA — For the character Edgar, we are seek- 
ing a boy who is small for his age, sensitive, intelligent, innocent, but a 
survivor, with inner strength. Edgar is an orphan who survives an acci- 
dent, a coma, and a life of being shuffled from place to place as he seeks 
out the answers to his past. 

Cecil is his 16-year-old friend, who doesn’t say much, but uses 
his large size and intensity to protect Edgar from the bullies at reform 
school. 

Experience is not necessary. Our director, Michael Cuesta, 
found 15-year-old Paul Franklin Dano, cast him in “L.I.E.,” and went on 
to win film festival awards all over the world. Young people working 
with Cuesta will experience a creative and nurturing intro to the world of 
film. 

Do you have a kid in mind? Parents, grandparents, siblings, 
teachers and friends forward your snapshots immediately with name, 
phone, age and height to Edgar Mint Casting, United Artists, 10250 
Constellation Blvd. T-9092, Los Angeles CA 90067, or e-mail 
Edgarmintcasting@yahoo.com. 

Filming will take place in 2005. The film is based on the novel, 
“The Miracle Life of Edgar Mint” by Brady Udall. 


Tickets for Frank Sinatra Jr. on Sale 

Frank Sinatra Jr., son of the legendary entertainer of the same 
name will play two shows in the Tampa Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino Ballroom. The first show will be on Sunday Jan. 2, 2005 at 7 
p.m. and the second is Monday Jan. 3, 2005 at 3 p.m. 

Tickets are $50 and go on sale Friday Dec. 3 at 10 a.m. at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Retail Store and all TicketMaster 
outlets. Purchase by phone at (813) 287-8844 or (727) 898-2100 and 
online at www.ticketmaster.com. For more information call (813) 627- 
ROCK (7625). 







Christmas Celebration 
Everyone Invite 

Nancy & Michealene's Camp 
Dec. 18, 2004 

Andy Buster's Band 

West Boundary Road 

Cowbone Island Rd East 








John Sr. & Louise Billie 


Annual Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 19,2004 
Big Cypress Reservation 

Breakfast 8:00 a.m. 

Dinner 2:00 p.m. 

Gift Giveaway following Dinner 
Music Entertainment 

Horseshoe Tournament 
Sign up from 9:00 -9:30 a.m. 
Promptly start at 10:00 a.m . 
Sign up with Juanita Osceola 

Come one, come all and join in the 
Holiday Celebration !{ 
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Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
Invests In Chicago Heights Casino 



Iretta Tiger 

(L-R) Chicago Heights Mayor Anthony DeLuca and Hollywood Board Representative David 
DeHass. 



By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On Nov. 17, mem- 
bers of Seminole Tribe, Inc. met with represen- 
tatives from the Lac Du Flambeau band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa Indians and delegates from 
the city of Chicago Heights, including Chicago 
Heights Mayor Anthony DeLuca. The meeting is 
a final discussion between the groups about a 
joint venture into building a casino in Chicago 
Heights, 111. 

The proposed casino location will be 
located in Chicago Heights, 
which is not a reservation or 
Indian land of any kind. The 
Lac Du Flambeau Band had 
tried in the past to open a 
casino on their reservation in 
Wisconsin, but was stopped 
by the governor. 

Hollywood 

Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

Inc. Board Representative 
David DeHass asked DeLuca 
if it would be possible to find 
out what the taxes from the 
casino would be earmarked 
for. DeHass and the Lac Du 
Flambeau group expressed 
their concerns and empha- 
sized the importance of the 
money going towards local 
schools. 

“I’m glad to see that 
the Seminole Tribe and the 
Lac Du Flambeau are pro- 
education because schools in 
Illinois are severely under- 
funded,” said DeLuca. “It’s a 


powerful stance to take.” 

The delegation from Lac Du Flambeau 
was not authorized to make an official decision, 
but they did report their findings to the rest of 
their council. 

Soon after reporting to their council, 
the Lac Du Flambeau officially agreed to the 
casino partnership with the Seminole Tribe and 
the city of Chicago Heights. For now, there is no 
further information to report, but stay tuned in 
the months to come for updates. 


Iretta Tiger 

Board Representatives David DeHass (left) and Johnny Jones 
(center) look over the fine print for the casino. 


Eight Tips to Stay on Track 


These tips will help 
you maintain a long 
and healthy lifestyle 

By Kenny Bayon 

1. Get On a Program. Have 
and obtain realistic short term goals 
while always striving for long term 
dreams of living and long and healthy 
life. Instill an eight week program 
which includes 3-4 days of weight 
training. 

The American College of 
Sports Medicine recommends a mini- 
mum of eight to 12 exercises involv- 
ing the major muscle groups-arms, 
shoulders, chest, abdomen, back, hips, 
and legs-performed two to three days 
a week. A minimum of one set of 
eight to 12 repetitions, to the point of 
feeling muscle fatigue during the last 
few repetitions, should be sufficient 
for most participants. 

For older or less fit people, 
10-15 repetitions may be appropriate 
before moving up to the next weight 
level. Add one or two days of a sport 
activity such as playing on a basket- 
ball team or having fun on the court 
playing tennis or an active hobby to 
keep one self fit. This will help keep 
the motivation as well as keeping it 
fun. 

Remember without fun, it is 
very difficult to want to do it. This 
brings us to the next tip, fun. 

2. Have Fun. If there was 
one that should be on top of the list it 
would be this one. Half of all people 
who start an exercise program drop 
out within the first six months. So 
what keeps the other 50 percent in the 
gym? No one magic method can keep 
you involved in the process. 

As researchers say, strong 
determinants of continued participa- 
tion are self motivation, behavioral 
skills, spousal support, available time, 
access to facilities, perception of good 
health and high risk for heart disease. 
Yet one element remains prevalent 
throughout-enjoying what you do. 

3. Diet. A person can train 
very hard, hit the weights, run up and 
down mountains and still not lead a 
healthy lifestyle. Why, because diet is 
the key. Proper nutrition is essential 
to improving your health. 

You need to be aware of 
what you are putting into your body. 
You are limiting the benefits of exer- 
cise if you eat poorly. Remember, you 
are what you eat! Try to stay with the 
basics. Alcohol, smoking, and drugs 
also greatly reduce the benefits of 
exercise. 

The U.S. government has 
established a set of dietary goals to 


improve the health status of 
Americans. The goals include: 
increasing carbohydrates to 55 per- 
cent-60 percent of total calories, 
decreasing fat intake to 30 percent of 
total calories, with saturated fat being 
only 10 percent, decrease dietary cho- 
lesterol to 300 milligrams per day, 
reduce sugar consumption to 1 5 per- 
cent of total calories, and decrease 
salt consumption to about 3 mil- 
ligrams per day. This also means that 
protein should provide 1 0 percent to 
1 5 percent of total calories per day. 

If one of your goals of 
beginning a fitness program is to lose 
weight, including proper nutrition into 
your program is essential. When you 
exercise, you will burn calories, but if 
you consume more calories than you 
bum during a day, you will gain 
weight. The only way to lose weight 
is to bum more calories than you con- 
sume. 

Dieting alone will not help 
you with long-term weight loss, keep- 
ing the weight off for the rest of your 
life. The most successful studies in 
terms of weight loss have been those 
that combined diet and exercise to 
optimize caloric deficit, i.e. burning 
more calories than you consume. 

The main message is to eat 
properly balanced meals and reduce 
high fat and high cholesterol meals. 
When you begin exercising, you may 
find your appetite changes and you 
may be hungrier during the day. This 
is normal. Just remember to make 
smart decisions regarding what you 
eat. If you exercise and then eat a 
high-fat, high calorie meal, you will 
be not taking full advantage of the 
benefits of working out. Enjoying life 
is important, but as long as you are 
going to begin exercising, you should 
approach health from every angle, not 
just from an exercising angle 

4. Convenience. Let’s be 
realistic; after working an eight hour 
day, then to try to get to a gym which 
is miles out of the way does not make 
sense. A common reason for people 
not to exercise is the lack of conven- 
ient facilities. 

If you try to commute to 
your gym and it’s a journey, then it’s 
more likely that you will make excus- 
es not to go rather to just get there 
and get the workout done. Just like 
you must be wary of limited hours or 
that the fitness center gets to crowd- 
ed, time and convenience must be 
addressed. 

5. Keep a Record. Try and 
keep a record of what you do and 
what you have accomplished. The log 
can contain start-up information such 
as bodyweight, girth measurements, 
resting blood pressure, cholesterol 


level, daily calorie intake and resting 
heart rate. 

Training specifics include 
distance or time doing cardio work; 
weights, reps and sets lifted; time 
spent cross training, etc. This self 
monitoring technique helps you stick 
to your program and gives you visual 
feedback as well as an accurate 
record of your progress toward your 
goals. 

6. Stay Focused. As we all 
know, life is all about choices and the 
ones we make can outcome how our 
lives are lived. Exercise is a choice 
and a very important one as well. Not 
only will this affect you but the loved 
ones that surround you. 

Living a healthy lifestyle, 
eating well and training are all impor- 
tant choices that have to be made so 
that you can live a long and happy 
life. Remember, its not all physical, 
mental stress can be a downfall as 
well, that’s why it’s important to stay 
positive and keep a clear state of 
mind. 

7. Be Realistic. They are 
everywhere, whether its magazines or 
television ads, they are filled with 
high expectations that are hardly 
attainable to the average person. If 
you’re a beginner, you can expect 
your initial experiences to be a bit 
uncomfortable. Meaning, you’re put- 
ting your body though activity proba- 
bly never done before and there will 
be some awkwardness doing exercis- 
es. 

Soreness is to be expected, 
even if you’re just stretching or walk- 
ing on the treadmill. Never doubt 
yourself or the reasons for doing it 
because in the long run it will pay off. 
Remember, you are only rich if you 
have your health! 

8. Stretching. In all the talk 
about resistance training and cardio- 
vascular fitness, the third essential of 
fitness-flexibility-can get lost. The 
importance of flexibility prompts dis- 
agreement in the exercise field. But 
the idea of stretching has been recent- 
ly endorsed by the American College 
of Sports Medicine, and growing evi- 
dence seems to indicate that a proper 
stretching program can increase flexi- 
bility around a joint, also called range 
of motion, and reduce frequency and 
intensity of injuries. 

A good five to 10 minute 
warm-up and again at the end of your 
exercise session will be sufficient. If 
you only have time for one stretch 
session, do it after cooling down, 
while your muscles are still warm. 
Hold each stretch for up to 30 sec- 
onds while breathing naturally. 

Stretch your legs, lower back, calves, 
arms, shoulders, chest and neck. 
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Winter Weight Loss Contest a Success 


By Kenny Bayon 

HOLLYWOOD — The win- 
ter weight loss contest was a success as 
everyone is a winner for trying to lead a 
healthier lifestyle. The contest began on 
Sept. 13 and 
ran though 
Nov. 22. 

It’s 

not just about 
weight loss, 
but about 
wanting to 
better oneself. 

Take the time 
to make sure 
you’re eating 
the right 
foods. Staying 
committed, 
being dedica- 
tion and not 
swaying 
towards those 
bad habits is 
key. It’s taking 
25 minutes for 
some weight training before work or 
during your lunch break. It’s taking a 
nice stroll though your neighborhood 
before the sun rises or a walk through 
the park before the sun sets to walk off 
those extra calories. 

The key to making this contest 
successful is that everyone not only 
takes the weight off, but keeps it off as 
well. Many of these people I personally 


see everyday training hard to better 
themselves. It’s satisfying as the trainer 
to the Hollywood reservation to see so 
many people interested in their self 
improvement. Let’s keep on the right 

track and keep 
up the good 
work. 

Here 

are the results, 
which are 
based on total 
body weight 
percentage lost 
per person. 

Tribal 
woman: 1. 
Yvette Jumper 
9.3 percent, 2. 
Jeannie 
Cypress 9.2, 3. 
Missy Tommie 
6.2; Tribal 
men: 1. Chris 
Osceola 4.9 
percent, 2. 
Tracy Smith 
3.3, 3. Joey Micco 3.1; Tribal senior 
woman: 1. Elsie Bowers 4.6 percent, 2. 
Yvonne Courtney 2.6, 3. Linda Jim 2.2; 
Tribal senior men: 1 . Truman Bowers 
10.2 percent; Tribal employee men: 1. 
Fred Spence 5.7 percent, 2. Felix 
DoBosz 5.3, 3. Tony Heard 4.4; Tribal 
employee woman: 1. Patti Robinson 9.1 
percent, 2. Barbara Shavatt 5.5, 3. Cheri 
Pakin 5.1. 



Dr. Toby Propst Joins the 
Seminole Tribe’s Medical Staff 

By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS 

— While Big Cypress 
enjoyed a Thanksgiving 
lunch at the Herman 
Osceola Gym, the health 
department staff took the 
opportunity to introduce 
a new staff member to 
the residents and staff 
members. Dr. Toby 
Propst will be a valuable 
addition to the health 
department staff as he 
practices his specialty, 
family medicine, 
throughout the Seminole 
Indian reservations. 

Born in 

Pennsylvania, Dr. Propst 
has lived in Florida for 
many years. He graduat- 
ed from Uniformed 
Services University in 
Bethesda, Md. in 1999 
and currently lives in Los 
Angeles, Calif. Dr. 

Propst, however, said he 
is “looking to come 
home,” which happens to 
be South Florida. 

Let us all extend 
a welcome hand to Dr. 

Propst and wish him the 
best of luck and success 
as he attends to the med- 
ical needs of Seminole 
Tribe. 



Jaime Restrepo 


Dr. Toby Propst (right) with tribal citizen Paul 
Buster (left). 


Understanding Food Safety 
This Holiday Season 


By Trish Ready, Environmental 
Health Program 

Holidays are synonymous with 
family, friends and food. Frequent visits 
to the grocery, preparing large meals, 
overstocking the refrigerator, and stor- 
ing leftovers are all common activities 
for the holiday season. Careful planning 
for the holiday festivities is essential to 
avoiding potential food hazards. 

Here are some guidelines to 
help you and your family enjoy a safer 
holiday season. 

Purchasing: When out running 
holiday errands, be sure to do your gro- 
cery shopping last. Never leave food in 
the car. The car can become hot, putting 
food in the temperature danger zone-41 
degrees- 135 degrees. Take food straight 
home and refrigerate. Refrigeration 
slows the growth of microorganisms 
and helps keep them from multiplying 
to levels high enough to cause illness. 

Never choose meat or poultry 
in packaging that is tom, and purchase 
refrigerated or frozen items after select- 
ing your non-perishables. Canned goods 
should be free of dents or bulging lids. 
Check use-by dates and be sure not to 
purchase any expired goods. 

Storage: Storing food presents 
a unique safety challenge as we pur- 
chase large quantities of foods during 
the holidays. Dry goods and canned 
foods should be stored between 50 
degrees-70 degrees. Keep cold foods 
cold, below 41 degrees, and hot foods 
hot, above 135 degrees. Frozen food 
must be kept at a freezer temperature of 
zero degrees or below. 

To avoid cross-contamination, 
wrap food properly and store raw meat, 
poultry and fish separately from cooked 
and ready-to-eat food. Never place hot 
food in the refrigerator as this can 
warm the interior enough to put other 
food in the temperature danger zone. 
Prior to refrigerating, cool large quanti- 
ties of cooked food quickly by either 
dividing it into smaller portions, putting 
it in shallow stainless steel pans, or 


using an ice water bath. If you cannot 
use up leftovers within four days, freeze 
them. 

Preparation: Thawing: There 
are three main ways to thaw foods: in 
the refrigerator, in the microwave, or in 
an ice bath under mnning water at 70 
degrees. Thawing in the refrigerator is 
the best method for frozen foods. Meats 
should be thawed on the bottom shelf to 
prevent juices from dripping onto 
ready-to-eat foods. If thawing in the 
microwave, you must cook to the cor- 
rect internal temperature immediately 
after. 

Cooking: Cooking to the right 
internal temperature is a very 

Serving: Don’t leave food at 
room temperature for more than two 
hours. Reheat previously cooked foods 
to an internal temperature of 165 
degrees for fifteen seconds within two 
hours before serving. When serving to 
large groups, keep food hot with chaf- 
ing dishes, slow cookers, and warming 
trays. 

Keep food cold by nesting 
dishes in bowls of ice or use small serv- 
ing trays and replace them often. 
Remember, you can’t see, smell or taste 
harmful bacteria that may cause food 
borne illness. Our defense against these 
microorganisms lies with following 
these essential food safety principles. 

General Tips: Wash your hands 
for 20 seconds with soap before and 
after handling food. 

Clean and sanitize all food contact sur- 
faces often. Cool foods to 70 degrees 
within two hours, then to below 41 
degrees within four hours. 

Cooking Times for Holiday 
Foods: poultry, 165 degrees; stuffing 
and stuffed meat, 165 degrees; ground 
meats including beef, pork, meat and 
fish, 155 degrees; pork, lamb and veal, 
steaks, chops, roasts, 145 degrees; fish, 
145 degrees, foods cooked in the 
microwave including eggs, poultry, fish 
and meat, 165 degrees. 


CPR Classes Help Prepare Seminoles for Emergencies 



By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Nov. 22 
at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino hosted CPR, or cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation, classes were held for citi- 
zens and employees. Instructor Albert 
Quinones, a firefighter/paramedic from 
the Seminole fire department, taught this 
informative life saving class. 

About a dozen people had gath- 
ered in Ballroom D to learn and practice 
the skills required for CPR certification. 
Each person had a plastic dummy to work 
with which represented the person to be 
resuscitated. 

Quinones showed everyone a 30 


minute detailed video on the different 
techniques used in CPR. This was fol- 
lowed up with a question and answer 
session. Everyone grabbed their 
dummy and practiced the skills they 
had witnessed demonstrated by the 
instructor and the training video. 

Students practiced successfully the new 
life-saving skills on their dummies 
repeatedly until they acquired the tech- 
nique perfectly. 

After a break for lunch it was 
time to watch another video on the 
Defibrillator device. This device also 
known as the “shocker” or “paddles” 
resuscitates the victim with a lifesaving 
jolt of electric 
current to the 
heart muscle, 
causing it to 
start pumping 
again and bring 
the victim back 
to life. 

The 

DeFIBtech 
DDU-100 
semi-automatic 
external defib- 
rillator pro- 
vides the most 
advanced treat- 
ment for sudden 
cardiac arrest. The 
DDU-100 defib- 
rillator uses 
advanced biphasic 
technology 
including the most 
studied biphasic 
shock waveform 
and automatically 
adjusts the shock 
delivery to the 


Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) Geneva Shore from the secretary’s office and Lisa 
Mullennix from the executive administrator’s office were 
among several employees who participated in the CPR class. 



Felix DoBosz 


Firefighter/Paramedic Alberto Quinones 
shows the students a DeFIBtech DDU-100 
defibrillator machine. 


person’s individual needs. 

These units cost about $1,500 
each and are being seen in more and more 
public places, much like how fire extin- 
guishers are in all buildings. There are 
several of these units found inside the cor- 
ridor hallways on the busy floors at 
Hollywood headquarter building for emer- 
gency first-aid. 

It’s important to learn to use 
these devices properly in an extreme 
emergency first-aid situation. After all; it’s 
a matter of life or death. 


Updated list of Seminole Health Plan Hospitals 


Submitted by Health Director Connie 
Whidden 

The Seminole health department 
is pleased to announce that tribal citizens 
now have additional hospitals to choose 
from when inpatient and/or outpatient 
hospital care is needed. The hospitals list- 
ed below have recently joined the Beech 
Street insurance network and are available 
for utilization. 

Aventura Hospital and Medical center, 
20900 Biscayne Blvd., Aventura, (305) 
672-7000. 

Columbia Hospital, 2201 45th St., West 
Palm Beach, (561) 842-6141. 

Kendall Regional Medical Center, 11750 
Bird Road, Miami, (305) 223-3000. 
Northwest Medical Center, 2801 North 
State Road 7., Margate, (954) 974-0400. 
Plantation General Hospital, 401 N.W. 
42nd Ave., Plantation, (954) 587-5010. 
Westside Regional Medical Center, 8201 


West Broward Blvd., Plantation, (954) 
473-6600. 

Cedars Medical Center, 1400 N.W. 12th 
Ave., Miami, (305) 325-5511. 

JFK Medical Center, 5301 South 
Congress Ave., Atlantis, (561) 965-7300. 
Mount Sinai Medical Center, 4300 Alton 
Road, Miami, (305) 674-2121. 

Palms West Hospital, 13001 State Road 
80, Loxahatchee, (561) 798-3300. 
University Hospital & Medical Center, 
7201 North University Drive, Tamarac, 
(954) 721-2200. 

The health department encour- 
ages all tribal citizens to contact their 
local health clinic to coordinate medical 
care. 

Also, Shands Healthcare is no 
longer a Beech Street provider. If medical 
care was previously received from Shands 
Healthcare and follow-up treatment with 
Shands Healthcare is required, please con- 


tact Eligibility & Utilization Services 
Program Manager Kathy Wilson at (954) 
962-2009, Ext. 142 to make arrangements 
for alternate treatment. 

In addition, effective Jan 1, 2005, 
University Community Hospital-Tampa 
and University Community Hospital- 
Carrollwood will no longer be Beech 
Street providers. 

All further questions regarding 
participating hospitals should be brought 
to reservation patient service coordinators. 
The following is a lost of contact persons. 

Hollywood health center, Karen 
Robinson-Lee, (954) 962-2209. Big 
Cypress health center, Wendy Powers, 
(863) 983-5151. Brighton health center, 
Gail McClenithan, (863) 7 63-0271. 
Immokalee reservation, Ana Puente (239) 
657-6567. Tampa reservation, Sue Harjo, 
(813) 246-3100. 


‘Walking Counts’ in Pedometer Contest 


By Barbara Boling 

BRIGHTON — On Oct. 19, the Brighton community 
joined in with the Hollywood, Big Cypress, and Immokalee 
reservations on a pedometer journey that would take them across 
the state of Florida. The journey was named “Walking Counts.” 

Forty three participants received their pedometers on 
week one. They were then encouraged to set a goal for each 
week of the journey. The destination for the adult community 
members was a distance of 200 miles while the senior communi- 
ty members would travel 100 
miles. 

The journey began at 
the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino in Tampa. The 
virtual tour guided Seminole 
community members along a 
path from Tampa to Ft. King 
in Ocala, and on to Castillo de 
San Marcos in historic St. 

Augustine, Fla. Ft. King 
served as the final stop for the 
seniors, while the adult com- 
munity members utilized Ft. 

King as their half way point 
along the journey. 

Participants were 
required to check in with the 
health educator once a week 
to verify their mileage. 

Participants received incen- 
tives along the way such as 
walking guides and T-shirts. 

The pedometer con- 
test is part of a series of pro- 


grams being offered by the Seminole health department in an 
effort to prevent diabetes and diabetes related complications in 
the Seminole communities. 

The participants in the pedometer contest here in 
Brighton weighed in at the beginning and the end of the walking 
contest. These participants lost a total of 98.5 pounds in a five 
week period. Some of these community members lost as much 
as 7.4 percent of their body weight by increasing their daily 
exercise. This increased activity lead to participants accumulat- 
ing a whopping 3,468 miles. 
This is the equivalent of walk- 
ing across the country from 
Los Angeles to New York and 
then on to Miami. 

Many of the partici- 
pants stated that the contest 
was good incentive for them 
to kick start a healthier 
lifestyle. Holiday wellness 
classes are being given 
throughout the holiday season 
on each reservation and will 
roll into the Lifestyle Balance 
Classes offered by the 
Seminole health department in 
the spring of 2005. 

Congratulations to all 
of the participants. Winners 
are as follows: 

Seniors: 1. Mabel 
Haught, 2. Billie Micco, 3. 
Martha Jones; Adults: 1. 
Robbie DeHass, 2. Grace 
Koontz, 3. Nadine Tommy. 



Emma Brown 


Pedometer contest participants: (front row, L-R) Martha 
Jones, Mable Haught, (back row, L-R) Suraiya Smith, Grace 
Koontz, Robbie DeHass and Billie Micco. 


Walking Miles for the 
Pedometer Contest 


Submitted by the Health 
Department 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

five week contest wrapped up Nov 
22 with 36 participants from 
Hollywood walking to win great 
prizes. All participants enjoyed the 
competition to motivate themselves 
to move more. 

The adult division walked 
200 miles from the Tampa Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino to St. 
Augustine, Fla. where the Castillo 
De San Marcos is located. 

The winners are: 1. Yvette 
Jumper, who won a Polar Heart Rate 
Monitor, $100 Sports Authority gift 
card, $50 Publix gift card, 2. Resha 
Doctor, who won a Dr. Scholl’s Foot 
Spa, $75 Sports Authority gift card 
and $25 Publix gift card, 3. Esther 
Gopher, who won a $50 Sports 
Authority gift card and $10 Publix 
gift card. 

The Senior Division 
walked 1 00 miles from the Tampa 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 


Casino to Ocala, Fla. where Fort 
Wins is located. 

The winners are: 1. Linda 
Jim who won a Polar Heart Rate 
Monitor, $100 Sports Authority gift 
card, and $50 Publix gift card, 2. 
Mabel Doctor who won a Dr. 
Scholl’s Foot Spa, $75 Sports 
Authority gift card, and $25 Publix 
gift card, 3. Judy Tiger who won a 
$50 Sports Authority gift card and 
$10 Publix gift card. 

The working student divi- 
sion walked 1 00 mites from the 
Tampa Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino to Ocala, Fla. where Fort 
King is located. 

The winners are: 1. Happy 
Jumper, who won a Polar Heart Rate 
Monitor, $100 Sports Authority gift 
card, and $50 Publix gift card, 2. 
Janice Billie who won a Dr. Scholl’s 
Foot Spa, $75 Sports Authority gift 
card, and $25 Publix gift card, 3. 
Sunshine Frank who won a $50 
Sports Authority gift card and $ 1 0 
Publix gift card. 



Adelsa Williams 


Health Educator Shannon McKeown (left) with 
contest winners (L-R) Janice Billie, Linda Jim and 
Yvette Jumper displaying their prizes. 
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Recreation and Health 
Departments Team Up for Carnival 

By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

Tuesday evening, Nov. 30, many trib- 
al citizens gathered at the Osceola 
baseball field to participate in the first 
ever Diabetic Fall Carnival. Co- 
organizers from the recreation depart- 
ment and health department were on 
hand to assist, including Certified 
Fitness Trainer Kenny Bay on, who sat 
in the dunk tank. 

Upon entering the event, par- 
ticipants had to sign in and then they 
received a wrist band. They then went 
around to all the booths that were set 
up to play various diabetic-related 
games. After playing each game, the 
bracelet was marked off so that every- 
one only played each game once. 

These games at the carnival 
included: HbAlc archery, bobbing for 
apples and the salt and sugar shell 
game. 



Shelley Marmor 

Nutritionist Doris Mir (right) asks KC Bell (left) which vial con- 
tains the amount of sugar in a fast food hamburger in the salt 
and sugar shell game. 



Shelley Marmor 

Tabatha Tsoodle (left), 10, celebrates her victory over 
Legus Gangrel Bowers, 17, atop the rock climbing wall. 


In HbAlc archery, Allied Health 
Manager Suzanne Davis gave participants 
valuable information regarding HbAlc, or 
hemoglobin Ale, test for diabetes. Davis 
then asked participants questions about the 
test and they got to shoot a bow and arrow at 
a target. The target’s bulls-eye was the goal 
number a diabetic would want their HblAc 
test to read-less than seven percent-which 
Davis called a “controlled level.” 

“Even though they have diabetes it's 
not hurting them,” Davis said of the keeping 
the results of the HbAlc test at less than 
seven percent. 

In the salt and sugar shell game, 
Nutritionist Doris Mir and Dietician Karen 
Gauci had vials filled with salt and sugar and 
they asked contestants questions that prompt- 
ed them to select, for example, which vial 
contained the amount of sodium in a fast 
food hamburger. Tribal citizen KC Bell had a 
hard time with that question and selected the 
wrong vial. 

Gauci said that a fast food hamburg- 
er contains about a half-teaspoon of sodium. 
She added that this is twice the amount of 
sodium a person needs to intake per day. 

Several fitness-related activities 
were set up for the youngsters to play on, 
including a rock climbing wall, bounce 
house, large inflatable slide and a football 
area. For the younger ones, there was face 
painting, a clown handing out sugar free Jell- 
O®, pony rides and a petting zoo. 

There was a large turnout at the car- 
nival, which Health Educator Shannon 
McKeown said was impressive for this type 
of “interactive education event.” 


World AIDS Day Presentation 
Impacts Reservation 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The horrible virus 
AIDS affects us all in some way or another as citi- 
zens of the world. International health organiza- 
tions have designated Dec. 1st as World AIDS Day 
in an effort to familiarize everyone with this dis- 
ease, its serious consequences, preventative meas- 
ures and contagious elements. 

Immokalee family services sponsored an 
elaborate program in an effort to achieve these 
goals. Family services representative Diana 
Rocha and Seminole health department’s 
Charlotte Porcaro were very fortunate to 
have the assistance and total coopera- 
tion of many departments as they 
strived for community awareness. 

Librarian Cris Marrero and 
Education Advisor Norita Yzaguirre 
launched the campaign with advertis- 
ing and flyers. On Tuesday Nov. 30, 

Rocha and Porcaro initiated a 
Healthy Living and AIDS 
Prevention Poster Contest which 
encompassed three age groups. 

The youngsters gathered 
in the gym and using an assort- 
ment of art supplies, created a 
wide variety of posters to express 
their feelings. Rocha and Porcaro 
discussed AIDS, its prevention and 
major health issues with the group 
while they worked. The recre- 
ation department graciously 
supplied refreshments for the 
young artists. 

Family services 
provided first, second and 
third place prizes for each 
age group, which includ- 
ed kits of crayons, mark- 
ers and sharpies. The com- 
pleted posters were dis- 
played on the front wall of 
the gym for the World AIDS 
Day presentation. Seminole 
Police Department officers pro- 
vided impartial judges for the contest and 
announced the winners at the community pot luck 
dinner on the evening of Wednesday Dec. 1. 

Winners of the Healthy Living poster con- 
test, ages 5-8: 1. Vanessa Billie, 2. Larissa 
DelaRosa, 3. Ethan Aguilar; ages 8-12: 1. Alexis 
Aguilar, 2. Julissa Arreguin, 3. Danny Billie. 

AIDS prevention, ages 12-18: 1. Josie 
Billie, 2. Esmeralda Billie, 3. Cassandra Jimmie. 

Family services laid the ground work for 
two separate audiences on Wednesday Dec. 1 with 
age-appropriate presentations. The seniors and 
interested adults were invited to the gym at 1 1 a.m. 
and the community young people followed around 
3 p.m. 

Angie Arreguin from broadcasting made 
phone calls arranging for brochures and a speaker 


as well as documenting the event. Family services 
acquired additional comfortable seating for the 
seniors to supplement the wonderful set-up provid- 
ed by Recreation. Noella Dwan Nunez of the sen- 
ior department of family services donated her valu- 
able time at the senior viewing. 

Charlotte Porcaro researched and obtained 
a copy of the film “The Cure” for viewing at both 
presentations. The film deals with the close friend- 
ship of two boys, one of whom is living with 
AIDS. The afflicted boy eventually dies from 
the disease. It was a very emotional movie 
and had a big impact upon the audiences. 
While the very young soon lost interest, 
the teenagers became involved to the 
end and then asked some extremely 
pertinent questions. 

Collier County Department of 
Health Representative Kettly Benoit 
addressed the groups, offering back- 
ground information on AIDS, its 
symptoms, effects on the immune 
system, confidentiality, testing and 
prevention. Everyone was offered 
an opportunity to ask questions 
and receive informed answers. 

The afternoon session 
stressed healthy choices, proper 
nutrition and cleanliness with the 
younger participants. Meanwhile, 
AIDS prevention and testing were 
the keynote with the teens and 
young adults. 

Cris Marrero and 
Norita Yzaguirre provided a 
very nice luncheon for the sen- 
ior gathering. They were joined 
by the recreation department for 
the second day in a row and sup- 
plied refreshments for the after- 
noon session. 

Family services and the 
health department placed a great deal of emphasis 
on the fact that coming in contact with an AIDS 
victim will not give you the disease. If a friend, 
family member or co-worker has contracted AIDS, 
please do not abandon them. They will need your 
friendship, moral support, companionship and love 
more than ever. You will be protected from con- 
tracting the disease by using common sense and 
good health practices. 

If you have concerns contact either the 
family services department or the health depart- 
ment and they will be glad to help you find the 
solution to your problem. 

Family Services would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the many people and depart- 
ments, who working together made World AIDS 
Day a success. There are no limits to what can be 
accomplished when we combine our efforts and 
work together. 
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Star Wrestler Places Fourth 
in Amando Soto Classic 


to escape with an 11-9 victory. 

Simmons tasted defeat for the first time 
as a varsity wrestler. 

His third match was the next 
day against Mohammad Mahmoud of 
Western High School and the young 
man came out wrestling with something 
to prove by dominating the first period. 
Mahmoud took him with a tuck under 
and quickly escaped. Clayton was los- 
ing 1-2 going into the second period. 

Simmons started the second in 
the down position where within seconds 
he escaped with a powerful standup. 
After trying a few moves, he finally 
took Mohmoud down with a double leg 
and swiftly put him in an out- 
side cradle for the pin in three 
minutes and 23 seconds. 

His forth match was 
against one of the best 
wrestling schools in the coun- 
try, tough 215 pounder Kyle 
Snyder from Easton High 
School. The first was a score- 
less 0-0 tie. The second was 
frantic as Simmons executed a 
perfect leg to head and arm 
throw to put the giant on his 
back for a 5-0 lead to finish the 
period. 

The third started with 
Simmons on the bottom posi- 
tion and quickly escapes with a 
spinning standup for an 8-0 
lead. The rest of the match was 
a power struggle as both 
wrestlers were attempting 
moves to no avail and the 
match ended in Simmons’s 
third victory of the competi- 
tion. 

His fifth match was 
against Justin Seow of host 
school Flanagan High School. 
The first period was a struggle 
that ended in a 0-0 tie, but 


perennial powers St. Thomas and South 
Dade. 

Simmons finished up strong as 
he went 4-2 in the tournament; like his 
older brother Keith Mitchell Simmons 
who was the first Seminole tribal citi- 
zen to win the Florida heavyweight 
state wrestling championship. Keith 
didn’t get a chance to wrestle in this 
tournament last year as he was playing 
in the Hillsboro County All-Star 
Football Game in Tampa, Fla. 

Wrestling in his first varsity 
matches for the defending state champi- 
ons, Simmons proved he is on his way 
for a state championship. Going into the 
tournament he had a 15-6 record, most- 
ly in pre-season junior varsity tourna- 
ments. He was yet to wrestle major 
competition. 

His first match was against 
Alexandro Plata from Everglades High 
in what was to be his varsity debut. He 
won on an injury forfeit by Plata. His 
second match was against Cory 
Eattimore of South Dade High, one of 
the toughest schools in the south. 

The match started out as 
Simmons got caught by an over-under 
arm hook throw, which resulted in a 
five point lead for Lattimore. Simmons 
escaped to be down 1-5. In the second 
period, Simmons got taken down with a 
quick duck under but quickly escapes to 
be down 3-7. 

Simmons then hit a double leg 
takedown but gave up the escape to be 
down 5-8. Lattimore got hit with a one 
point stalling call and Simmons was 
down 6-8. In the third period Lattimore 
hit a takedown and again Clayton 
escaped to be down 7-10. 

Simmons then took his oppo- 
nent down and gave up an escape, to be 
down 9-11. Following this. Lattimore 
ran for his life as Simmons was putting 
the pressure on in the waning seconds 


again excelled in the second. He 
escaped, getting out of a head and arm 
throw and ducks for a takedown. He 
swiftly put on an outside cradle and 
threw Seow to his back to take a 5-0 
lead. 

In the third, Seow attempted a 
single leg take down and wound up 
underneath as Simmons took him down 
to take a 7-0 lead and win the match to 
put him in the medal round for third 
and fourth place. 

His sixth and final match was 
against Dan Vanni of Douglas High 



Kenny Bayon 


Star wrestler Clayton Simmons takes 
down his opponent, continuing the 
Seminole wrestling tradition. 


School for third and fourth place. In the 
first period, Simmons got taken down 
by a tuck-under and put in an inside 
cradle to go down by five points in the 
first. 

The second and third periods 
were just as tough as Vanni put 
Simmons on his back a few more times 
with array of cradles to win by a tech 
fall 15-0. 



Kenny Bayon 


Clayton Simmons 


By Kenny Bayon 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL — 

Clayton Simmons showed that the 
Seminole Tribe’s factory of wrestlers 
are to be feared for years to come as the 
1 90 pound sophomore placed fourth in 
the 215 pound category at the Armando 
Soto Invitational, arguably the toughest 
tournament in South Florida. 

It was held on Dec. 3-4 at 
Flanagan High School. Teams came 
from around the country such as Easton 
High in Pennsylvania, one of the pre- 
mier teams in the nation as well as 
some of the top wrestling schools from 
Dade and Broward County such as 


Teamrodeo.com Presents $7,600 
to Byron McIntosh 


Submitted by Stuart Fox 

The founders of Team Rodeo, 
Gary, Ralph and Colonel Nolen were all 
on hand at the Bergeron Rodeo 
Grounds on Saturday Nov. 27 at the 
Five Star Rodeo Company’s Bullriders 
Challenge to conclude the last leg of a 
six month fund raiser for Byron 
McIntosh. 

Back in May, McIntosh took a 
horn for a fellow cowboy. This consist- 
ed of a raffle drawing with the top two 
prizes being a handmade Seminole trib- 
al jacket, donated by the tribe, and a 
Chris Ledoux-autographed Team Rodeo 
belt buckle donated by Team Rodeo. 

Paul Bowers drew the ticket 
and Debbie DeHass was the winner of 
the beautiful handmade jacket. 
Honduran President and Team Rodeo 
sponsor Ricardo Maduro’s sister 


Melissa drew the winning raffle ticket 
for the Chris Ledoux belt buckle. Lucky 
11 -year-old Austin Stoppiello of Davie, 
Fla. was the winner of this. 

Team Rodeo would like to 
thank Troy Weekley of the Five Star 
Rodeo Company and Fred Gulpa of 
RoundUp Country Western Club and 
Restaurant who presented us with a 
check for $ 1 00 to start the permanent 
“Help an Injured Cowboy Fund.” We 
would also like to thank all the spon- 
sors and individuals who supported this 
effort. Without your help we would not 
have been successful in raising $7,600 
for McIntosh. 

Don’t forget to stop by 
www.teamrodeo.com to check out 
upcoming fundraisers for our “Help and 
Injured Cowboy Fund” and other info 
on what Team Rodeo is doing. 


Thank You 

I want to thank the Seminole Tribe of Florida and say that I appreciate 
everything everyone did to help me recover from my injuries. 

Thank you, 

Byron McIntosh 

Seminole Tribe of Florida & Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc.: Mitchell Cypress, 
James Holt, Paul & Linda Bowers, Clinton Holt, Dave DeHass, Iretta Tiger, Bob & 
Agnes Motlow, Shelby & Debi DeHass, Dana & Leoma Poore, Ella DeHass-Shaler 
and Rob Smets. 


Annual Rez Holiday Basketball Tournament 



Kenny Bayon 

The Canes reigned supreme. (L-R): Joseph Osceola, Tony Heard, Jerome Huggins, 
Carlos Adamson, Marl Osceola, Clifton Huggins, Amos Huggins. 


By Kenny Bayon and Carlos Adamson 

HOLLYWOOD — The holiday 
season was officially kicked off Dec. 3-4 
with the Seminole recreation department 
hosting its annual Hollywood Holiday 
Basketball Tournament. After stuffing 
ourselves for Thanksgiving about a week 
before the tournament, what better exer- 
cise could you get besides a good compet- 
itive adult basketball tournament? 

All of the surrounding reserva- 
tions came in support of this year’s 
Hollywood Holiday Basketball 
Tournament such as Big Cypress, 
Brighton, Miccosukee, and tournament 
host, Hollywood. The stage was set for 
both the men’s and women’s brackets 
with seven men’s teams and six women’s 
teams. Like any other tournament, the 
Hollywood holiday was loaded with high- 
lights, intensity, bloopers, and gut- 
wrenching finishes. 

The tournament got underway 
Friday Dec. 3 with the men’s bracket. The 
N-D-N’s kicked things off taking on Big 
Cypress Rec. in a first round match up. 
This first round tells the story of the 
entire tournament-it was highly intense 
and every possession was critical on both 
sides of the bracket. 

However, in this particular game, 
Max Osceola’s N-D-N’s team 26 points 
proved to be too much for B.C. Rec. as 
the N-D-N's prevailed 52-51 in a down to 
the wire battle. On the other side of the 
bracket, Trail Kings advanced to the sec- 
ond round to take on Kidz Stuff, who 
proved to be more than kids by beating 
Trail 69-44. 

Kidz Stuff was lead by the out- 
standing play of Pete Osceola who fin- 
ished with a tournament high 37 points. 
Osceola displayed an arsenal of ways to 


score the basketball, from three-point 
shots to driving lay-ups. It was a perform- 
ance worth watching. 

After being extremely hot in the 
game prior, there was no time to cool off 
as Kidz Stuff had to face the tournament 
powerhouses, the Canes. The Canes 
seemed to be ready for their match up 
with Kidz Stuff after their first round vic- 
tory over the N-D-N’s 60-27. Amos 
Huggins led all scores with 18 points. 

From the opening tip, Kidz Stuff 
seemed to be confident against the Canes 
as the teams traded baskets in the early 


going. However, the relentless defense of 
the Canes proved to be too much for Kidz 
Stuff late in the half, as they trailed at 
halftime 38-24. 

Surprisingly, there was no quit in 
the young team as they fought to the 
buzzer, but came up short in a 64-46 loss. 
Kidz Stuff had no time to hang their 
heads, because the N-D-N’s awaited them 
in a semi-final game to play against the 
Canes for the championship. 

After a physical game with the 


Canes, Kidz Stuff came out sluggish and 
the N-D-N’s would take advantage. 

Thanks to the performance of Jason Don 
Billie the N-D-N’s kept the game close the 
entire game, Jason Don would connect on 
six, three-point field goals and 13, three- 
point field goals for the overall tourna- 
ment earning the name “big buckets” due 
to his tournament performance. 

With his team down by two and 
three seconds remaining Jason Don 
missed a three-point field goal at the 
buzzer that would have sent his team to 
the finals. Jason Don led all scores with 
20 points. With a victory over the N-D- 


N’s, Kidz Stuff found themselves in 
another match up with the Canes in the 
championship game. 

This time the Canes were all 
business as they ran past Kidz Stuff 67- 
45. Canes were led by Tony Heard with 
26 points, while Huggins added 1 1 points. 
Pete Osceola led Kidz Stuff with 29 
points. Here are the results from the men’s 
bracket: 1. Canes, 2. Kidz Stuff, 3. N-D- 
N’s. 

On the women’s side of the 
bracket the action remained intense, but 
was dominated by the Lady Seminoles. 
The Lady Seminoles first test came 
against the Miccosukee women in the sec- 
ond round of the tournament. With Tasha 
Osceola pouring in 20 points, the Lady 
Seminoles were too much for the 
Miccosukee women, winning 60-42. 

But the story of the game was 
the return of star forward Lila Osceola. 
After missing several months due to preg- 
nancy, Osceola, after the birth of her 
beautiful daughter Staley, returned to 
action Friday night and didn’t miss a beat, 
contributing nine points and several 
rebounds for a Lady Seminoles victory. 
Osceola continued to be a valuable asset 
throughout the tournament as the Lady 
Seminoles stormed to the championship 
game in which they defeated the 
Miccosukee women once again 58-37. 

After leading 22-21 at halftime, 
the Lady Seminoles came out firing and 
opened up a 20 point lead, and never 
looked back. Tasha Osceola led all scores 
with 2 1 points, Lila Osceola contributed 
15 points, Mercedes Osceola added 10 
points, and Jo Jo Osceola eight points. 
Here are the results from the women’s 
bracket: 1. Lady Seminoles, 2. 
Miccosukee, 3. Sundown. 

The Hollywood Holiday 
Basketball Tournament was an excellent 
way to start off the holiday season, and 
with the good turnout, you can only hope 
the rest of the year’s festivities are as suc- 
cessful. This is definitely an event worth 
looking forward to every year and should 
be circled on your calendar. 

With the 2004 year coming to an 
end, there’s one tournament left on the 
schedule. The Seminole recreation depart- 
ment will host the First Annual Randall 
Huggins Memorial “Big Bailers” 
Basketball Tournament Dec. 17-18. There 
will also be a car/bike show competition 
on Dec. 18. 



Kenny Bayon 


The winning Lady Seminoles (L-R, back row): Michele Jones, Dorothia Osceola, 
Virginia Osceola, Lila Osceola, Tasha Osceola, (L-R, front row) Mercedes Osceola, 
Monica Cypress and JoJo Osceola. 


Friends Come Together to Help Bullfighter 


By Iretta Tiger 

DAVIE, FL — An autographed 
Tracy Lawrence guitar, an autographed 
Toby Keith tour jacket, a Saddle Barn 
Halfbreed Roper’s saddle and an invita- 
tion to a private party on South Beach 
with Dale Earnhardt Jr. Sound like a few 
dream items on your Christmas list? They 
could have been 
yours because these 
items were up for 
auction at a benefit 
at the Round Up 
Country and 
Western Restaurant 
and Nightclub in 
Davie. 

The benefit 
was held on Oct 1 7 
for bullfighter Byron 
McIntosh, who was 
injured in the line of 
duty. Ironically, 

McIntosh’s injury 
happened at a bene- 
fit rodeo. 

McIntosh 
started out as a bull 
rider, but realized 
there were very few 
bullfighters. 

“I used to 
ride in the Davie 
jackpot rodeo and 
we didn’t have a 
bullfighter, so I just 
got out there and 
started doing it and 
then it just escalated 
from there and led into a career,” said 
McIntosh. 

During his 17 years as a bull- 
fighter, numerous friendships have devel- 
oped with the locals in the different towns 
he’s traveled to, including the Seminole 
reservations. 

“The highlight of my career has 
been the people I’ve met and the places 
I’ve been to,” said McIntosh “I treasure 


all that more than the buckles and awards 
and the money.” 

As much as McIntosh said he 
loves his career as a bullfighter, he has 
decided not to resume it after he has fully 
recovered. Though he has been injured 
several times in the past, this particular 
injury was so serious his life was in jeop- 


ardy. McIntosh has been in recovery for 
the past seven months with a few more 
months to go. 

Bullfighting is not McIntosh’s 
only business. He also owns a trailer 
welding shop and is part owner of a bull 
leasing business with tribal citizens James 
and Clint Holt. 

Anyone who been injured knows 
how medical bills can eat up one’s 


income. To help McIntosh out, Team 
Rodeo, an organization created to help 
cowboys in need, organized the auction 
and raffle. Team Rodeo sponsors and local 
businesses generously donated prizes to 
fit all budgets. In total there were 63 items 
up for auction 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida, a 
Team Rodeo spon- 
sor, and the 
Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & 
Casino donated sev- 
eral prizes from 
Seminole jackets to 
a Fender Squire gui- 
tar autographed by 
Trace Adkins. 

Support 

from the tribe does 
not end there as 
many tribal citizens 
also attended the 
auction. Bob and 
Agnes Motlow won 
the dinner for two at 
the Council Oak, 
Debbie and Shelby 
DeHass won the 
autographed 
acoustic and electric 
guitars and 
Hollywood Board 
Representative 
David DeHass won 
the three day hunt- 
ing excursion at 
Stars ‘n Bars in 
Georgia. 

The raffle and auction has raised 
$7,600 for McIntosh and on Saturday 
Nov. 27, Team Rodeo presented Byron 
McIntosh with the check at the 64th 
Sunshine State Championship Bullriding. 

If you would like to contribute or 
to learn about Byron McIntosh and Team 
Rodeo surf on over to 
www.teamrodeo.com or call (305) 2 lb- 
1910. 



Photo courtesy of Carlos Diaz 


(L-R) Ralph Kalar, Angie Fox, Byron McIntosh and Gary Louden display the 
$7,600 check, which will help pay for McIntosh’s medial treatment. 
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Seminole Cup 2004 Adds Excitement to Golfing 


By Mitchell Osceola 

MIAMI, FL — The Seminole 
golfing world became a little bit more 
interesting on the morning of Nov. 4. This 
was the day that my plan of having a 
Ryder Cup format match finally material- 
ized. 

I have always wanted to put on 
this type of match play format for our 
golfing community. The hardest part 
about getting something like this off the 
ground is communication between many 
factors. It wasn’t easy to get everything 
lined up and put in place, but with the 
help of key people, we got it done. 

The first duty was to pick cap- 
tains for each side. In the past, I spoke 
with Allen Huff about putting this event 
together and we both agreed that we 
would be the captains for our perspective 
teams. I was to be captain of the team 
south, and Allen was to be the captain of 
team north. 

The team south was to be a com- 
bination of Hollywood 
golfers, Big Cypress 
golfers and a few from 
the Immokalee reserva- 
tion. The north team was 
to consist of Brighton 
reservation and the 
Tampa reservation 
golfers. 

Each captain 
would be in charge of 
gathering up his team and 
keeping their players 
informed on what’s going 
on. They are also respon- 
sible for the line-up for 
their team. The line-up 
can prove to be the most 
critical part. You want to 
try and match your play- 
ers against the opposing 
team’s same level of skill 
golfer. 

The next item 
was to secure a golf 
course that both teams 
would consider to be neu- 
tral. I spoke with the 
Miccosukee golf course, 
and they said they would be more than 
happy to accommodate us with this event. 
The golf course was in great shape, and at 
some times, it would prove to be a diffi- 
cult opponent for some golfers. I would 
like to thank them for letting us use their 
wonderful facility. 

At the last minute, the north team 
had to withdraw from the event. This 
threw a wrench into our plans to have the 
matches. There were some prior commit- 
ments on the part of some of the north 
golfers that they couldn’t get out of. 
Captain Huff had to be at the agriculture 
meetings, being held at the same time at 
the Seminole Hard Rock in Hollywood. 
And a few of his players were already 
playing in a tournament in their local area. 

We had to do some scrambling to 
keep the cup matches from falling apart. 
Luckily I spoke with my Big Cypress 
contact person, Charlie Cypress, about the 
changes. This would mean that we would 
have to split our south team to make two 
teams. We agreed that he would be the 


captain of the newly restructured team. 

We made the necessary changes and the 
tournament was still on. 

I have to thank Charlie for step- 
ping in and taking over the duties of cap- 
tain, and I also have to give a big thank 
you to all of the devoted golfers who 
made this thing happen. Without their 
dedication to this event, it could not have 
happened. 

This event took three days to 
complete, and the first tee times of the 
day were at 8 a.m. everyday-I say the 
first tee times because the men had to 
play two rounds of golf each day, once in 
the morning and once in the afternoon, 
with little time in between rounds. With 
the short team roster that each team had, 
we all had to pull double duty. I praise the 
commitment that these golfers have for 
the game of golf. They played for no prize 
money, only for the pride and tradition of 
the game. 

At exactly 8 a.m., Thursday 


morning, the fist match was underway 
with the tee shot of Steve Osceola. The 
morning sessions were two-man teams 
playing alternate shot. The afternoon ses- 
sions were also two-man teams, but each 
player playing his own ball and recording 
the lowest score. The team with the low- 
est score wins the hole. Some matches 
were over with seven or eight holes to 
play, while others went all the way to the 
eighteenth green. This type of format is 
different from the scrambles that are so 
common, and the golfers that I spoke with 
really enjoyed themselves. 

At the end of the first day, the 
total points were Hollywood seven points 
and Big Cypress two points. These points 
were a combined effort from the men’s 
points, the senior men’s points and the 
women’s points. Each team had a total of 
six men, four senior men and two women. 
All of the golfers played opponents within 
their own flight. 

By the end of the second day, the 
lead increased to 15-3 in favor of the 


Hollywood team. By the end if the last 
day which was single match play, team 
Hollywood had a total point count of 26-5 
for the victory. 

Even with the unbalanced point 
count, good times were had by all. Team 
Big Cypress did play very good matches, 
better than the scores reflect. Big Cypress’ 
top player, Charlie Cypress, played very 
well during all his rounds, as well did our 
top player Marl Osceola. Their match was 
a good one; they battled all the way to the 
17th hole only to have Osceola sink a 25 
footer for a birdie and dash any hopes for 
a tie in their match. These guys are good! 

Together with the Hollywood 
players, we would make a very strong 
team. So looking forward to next year, we 
hope that Brighton and Tampa will be 
able to put together a team and join in all 
the fun that the Seminole Cup had to 
offer. 

I want to thank the Hollywood 
recreation department for their part in 

sponsoring all the tee 
times, as well as the 
food after the event. 
Assistant Recreation 
Director Bo Young 
played an important 
part in the organizing 
of the Seminole Cup 
through the recreation 
department. 

Another per- 
son that played an 
important part in the 
event was Jeremy 
Harrison. He was criti- 
cal as our rules official 
for the event. There 
were many occasions 
on the course when a 
ruling was needed and 
he was there for those 
rulings, so thank you 
Jeremy. Also thank 
you goes out to the 
Hollywood Council 
Representative Max B. 
Osceola Jr. 

I’m glad to 
be a part of this his- 
toric inaugural event for our Seminole 
golfers. Every year the sport seems to be 
gaining more and more ground on the 
number of Seminoles playing. It is a sport 
that you can play as a child and into your 
senior years. In my opinion the fellowship 
of the sport is one of the best reasons to 
play the game. 

The teams are as follows: 
Hollywood men’s team: Marl Osceola, 
Marcy Osceola, Mitch Osceola, Kahaine 
Osceola, Steve Osceola, Joe 
Kippenberger, Bobby Frank and Roy 
Poole. Hollywood senior men’s team: 

Max B. Osceola Jr., Bo Young, Lawrence 
Osceola and Mike D. Tiger. Hollywood 
women’s team: Jackie Thompson and 
Gina Allardyce. Big Cypress men’s team: 
Charlie Cypress, Cicero Osceola, Mondo 
Tiger, Salaw Hummingbird, Ray Garza 
Sr., Ray Garza Jr. and Mike Matta. Big 
Cypress senior men’s team: Ricky Doctor, 
Matt Tiger, Keeno King and Joe Billie. 

Big Cypress women’s team: Virginia 
Billie and Loretta Micco (Substitute). 



Jeremy Harrison 


Cup participants (L-R, front row): Jackie Thompson, Gina Allardyce, 
Bo Young, (L-R, back row): Joe Kippenberger, Lawrence Osceola, 
Marcy Osceola Jr., Steve Osceola, Kahaine Osceola, Roy Poole and 
Mitch Osceola. 


*NTRL 

Continued from page 1 

to compete in the day’s event. Tanner has qualified several times 
for the top competitions in the nation. He won the national aver- 
age twice in a row at the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo in Las 
Vegas, Nev. The United States Team Ropers Classification as of 
October ranked Tanner fourth in the nation on the heading side. 
Those who attend the National Finals Rodeo this year look for- 
ward to watching Tanner compete one more time. 

The 39th-ranked healer Manny Cunde Jr. attended the 
Immokalee event too as a partner for his younger brother, 

Dustin, who is not yet a teenager. Together they made it all the 
way to the fourth round. The competition should keep a sharp 
eye on this young man, who is following in his brother’s foot- 
steps. He shows championship promise. 

It should be noted that last years seven times World 
Champions Rick Skelton, heeler, currently ranks forty-third and 
his header, while Speed Williams holds the thirty-eighth slot in 
the nation. Comparison wise, this places Cunde in some excel- 
lent company. 

Celebrities including John Hudson, the well-known rop- 



Judy Weeks 


4-H Club parent volunteer Kenny Joe Davis prepared some of 
the best pork steaks in the world for the team ropers. 


ing horse trainer from Ocala, Fla., who also attended the event. 
Hudson is a familiar face at most of the top competitions in the 
Southeastern U.S. and a very serious competitor. Rudy Osceola, 
tribal elder and Seminole roping legend, was on hand to rope one 
more time with the pros. 

ISY&LR Director Benny Motlow was instrumental in 
arranging for the roping and introducing the NTRL competition 
to Immokalee. Brad Oxer from North Florida supplied 50 of the 
steers required for the event and Randy Rimes officiated as 
judge. 

Immokalee ’s 4-H members and their parents operated 
the concession stand and provided a labor force for the day. 
Norita Yzaguirre and Jennie Martinez ran the kitchen with the 
help of Lazara Marrero and several 4-H youth. Kenny Joe Davis 
applied his culinary skills to the barbecue grill producing mouth- 
watering pork steaks for the luncheon special about which the 
ropers raved. 

The youth ranch employees were hard at work all day 
providing the necessary manpower to make things happen. Greg 
Betancourt held the key position at the heading box while 
Gabriel Acosta took charge of the cattle run. 

Outstanding 4-H youths, Jonathan Rodriguez and Josie 
Davis, pushed cattle in the run all day. Lupe Cepeda and Benny 
Hernandez made sure there were plenty of cows in position so as 
not to hold up the operation. The stripping chute was efficiently 
handled by Carlos Alvarado and Eli Venable. 

While it was a long, hard day for the workers, they 
managed to run things smoothly and the result was a successful 
roping competition. There were numerous compliments about the 
operation and many of the NTRL ropers look forward to return- 
ing to Immokalee. 

Open: 1. Judah Fleming and Phillip Kelce, 2. Spunk 
Sasser and Kyle Lawrence, 3. Jimmy Tanner and Arky Rogers. 

#11: 1. Benny Hernandez and Arky Rogers, 2. Yoel 
Urra and Arky Rogers, 3. Chester Rimes and Brad Oxer. 

#9: 1. Jeff Motes and Kiki Juvert, 2. Danny Garcia and 
Brad Oxer, 3. Dan Wilcox and Arky Rogers. 

# 7: 1. Terry Weeks and Kiki Juvert, 2. Pat Gallagher 
and Kiki Juvert, 3. Kiki Juvert and Yoel Urra. 

#5: 1. Terry Weeks and Josh Weeks, 2. Jason 
Richardson and Pat Gallagher, 3. Jason Richardson and Houston 
Flint. 



Judy Weeks 


John Hudson, well-known PRCA roping champion and horse 
trainer, competed in the NTRL events in Immokalee. 




Felix DoBosz 

Championship winner Jeanette Lee “The Black Widow” lines up her shot. 


2004 WPBA Finals at the Rock 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — They 
started shooting early on Sunday Dec. 5 
for the Cuetec® Cues Finals National 
Championship at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. The Women’s 
Professional Billiard Association 
(WPBA) classic tour had 64 competi- 
tors competing for the top cash price of 
$15,000. 

Julie Kelly AKA “Motor 
Molly,” from Wexford, Ireland, and 
Jeanette Lee AKA “The Black Widow” 
from New York City, were the only two 
competitors left to play for the national 
title. 

Lee is nicknamed The Black 
Widow because of her known ability to 
devour opponents, along with her cus- 
tom of wearing only black during tour- 
naments. According to her website, 
www.jeanettelee.com, she was diag- 
nosed with scoliosis at age 1 3 and now 
serves as the national spokesperson for 
the Scoliosis Association, Inc. 

In the finals, the lead changed 
several times during the thrilling 9-ball 
match. The Black Widow was ranked 
third going into the tournament, against 
a sixth-ranked Motor Molly. Lee finally 
won the championship by beating Kelly 
7-6 after being tied 6-6 in a grueling 
12-game match filled with amazing 
shots. 

A Jeanette Lee, embracing her 
baby and husband, said she was thrilled 
to win this championship and looks for- 
ward to racking up more victories in 
future tournament events. She thanked 


everyone she could for being there and 
sharing her great moment. She even 
hugged her opponent Kelly thanking 
her for a great, suspenseful match. 

Board President Moses 
Osceola presented the championship 
trophy to The Black Widow as she 
clutched her six month old baby in one 
hand and held her grand trophy in the 
other. President Osceola made a short 
congratulations speech praising the 
event organizers and the participants. 
He also mentioned that next year the 
event would be hosted here again at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Casino & Hotel. 

A photo opportunity and auto- 
graph session and souvenirs followed 
the finals match to the delight of the 
adoring fans. 

Although the WPBA event 
was exciting and great publicity for the 
Seminole Hard Rock, viewing the tense 
moments of the tournament was diffi- 
cult at times. 

Seminole tribal citizen and bil- 
liards fan Eugene Bowers said “It was 
hard to see the full billiards table from 
his angle.” 

He added that the overhead 
camera shot of the pool table action 
should have been projected onto the 
huge white wall, so everyone could 
enjoy watching the entire match with 
an unobstructed view like they have in 
the Las Vegas area tournaments. 

This event was recorded live 
in front of an audience for the ESPN 
sports network to be broadcast in 
January 2005. 


Judy Weeks 

Youth ranch volunteers Josie Davis (left) and Jonathan Rodriguez spent all day 
working in the steer run. 



Judy Weeks 


Putting it all together (L-R): NTRL Operations Director Michelle Burns, ISY&LR 
Director Benny Motlow and NTRL President Jeff Motes. 
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Max Osceola Sr. Memorial Golf Tournament 


Event Held at the Prestigious Ritz Carlton AKA ‘Rez’ Carlton Golf Resort 


The late Max Osceola Sr. (second from left) in 1993 with sons Mitch 
Osceola (left), Steve Osceola (right) and friend Dino Doctor. 


Michael Kelly 


By Michael Kelly 

NAPLES, FL — Back in the 1960s Max 
Osceola Sr. decided to try a new sport. Although he’d 
been a forerunner in getting Seminole youth into 
sports, especially in Big Cypress, golf was something 
new. Little did he know decades later his enthusiasm 
for the game of golf 
would spread to hun- 
dreds in the Seminole 
Tribe. 

“My dad was 
known as the father of 
golf to the Seminole 
Tribe,” said Max B. 

Osceola Jr. 

Held on Nov. 

19-20, at the Ritz- 
Carlton Golf Resort in 
Naples and Pelican’s 
Nest Golf Club in Bonita 
Springs, Fla., the Max 
Osceola Sr. Memorial 
golf tournament was 
open to Native 
Americans, Seminole 
employees and friends. 

Eighty-plus golfers 
braved the challenging 
course that in the Nov. 

2004 issue of Golf 
Digest magazine, ranked 
as the top luxury golf 
resort and number 25 in 
all of North America. 

Dubbed “The 
Masters” of all Seminole 
Tribe golf tournaments, 
the 11th annual tournament brought family, friends, 
good golfers, and not so good golfers together to 
experience the pinnacle of U.S. golf courses. 

The first day of the tournament was played 
at the Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort, while the second day 
was played at the Pelican’s Nest Golf Club. 

Staring down long, narrow fairways, endless 
bunkers, and lots of foliage, inexperienced golfers 
and seasoned players did their best to keep the ball on 
the fairway. Many a golf ball was lost, which was a 
shame because each participant received a dozen-plus 
golf balls, complete with the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s Tribal Board logo, courtesy of Hollywood 
Board Representative David DeHass. 

The Osceola brothers, Lawrence, Max Jr., 
Mitch, and Steve, played as a foursome. They 
thanked everyone for honoring their late father and 
wished everyone the best. Golfers young and old 
hopped in their carts and headed to their assigned 
holes. Five hours later, players strolled in, joking 
about their golf game and looked forward to more 
golf at the Pelican’s Nest. 

Accountant Emanuel Sukhu from the trea- 
surer’s office had the dubious task of overseeing the 
$25,000 hole-in-one par 3. Standing about 20 feet off 
the fourteenth hole green, Sukhu observed each 
golfers’ attempt to hit a once in a lifetime shot and 
win a cool $25,000. The Seminole broadcasting 


department was also on hand videotaping each partic- 
ipant. No one came particularly close, although one 
golfer almost hit the camera man with a slicing drive. 

Although no one won the money hole, guest 
player Wayne Claw from Arizona, did ace a par 3 
later in the morning. 

“I’ve never done 
something like this before,” 
said an elated Claw. “It 
feels great.” 

Nearly 50 people 
braved the thoroughly diffi- 
cult Tiburon course at the 
Ritz-Carlton. Tiburon, 
which means “shark” in 
Spanish, was aptly named 
as the course seemed to 
devour golf ball after golf 
ball. 

One of the most 
dangerous golf courses 
around; the course was 
designed by professional 
golfer Greg Norman AKA 
the white shark. According 
to the Tiburon fact sheet, 
Norman designed the course 
to play like a British Open, 
both firm and fast. And with 
its sprawling native Florida 
vegetation, the Tiburon has 
earned the title of being a 
Certified Audubon 
Cooperative Sanctuary. 

One the second 
day, the tournament moved 
to the Pelican’s Nest Golf 
Club. Playing on the hurricane course, golfers could 
breathe a temporary sigh of relief, knowing there was 
actual rough on each side of the fairway. However, 
there was one treacherous hole which 
allowed each player a wonderful opportu- 
nity to hit their golf ball in the mangroves. 

After two days of golf, the memo- 
rial tournament ended with an awards pres- 
entation and dinner. Sons Max Jr., Mitch, 

Lawrence, and Steve thanked the recre- 
ation department for putting the tourna- 
ment together, and then reflected on their 
late father. 

“My dad had such a big heart, 
and was always willing to help people,” 
said Max B. Osceola Jr. 

He also recognized his late moth- 
er, Laura Mae Osceola, who played such a 
significant part in his life and the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. 

“I’m so thankful for having my 
dad around,” said Mitch Osceola. “We’d 
play golf when it got dark at the Oak 
Ridge golf course in Hollywood, which is 
where the tribe held their first golf tourna- 
ment ever.” 

Mitch added that although the 
tribe holds many memorial golf tourna- 


ments throughout the year, “I 
consider this to be The 
Masters [Tournament] of all 
of them. My dad would be 
proud.” 

Lawrence Osceola 
said he greatly appreciated the 
large turnout of golfers who 
participated in the tournament 
and hope they enjoyed the 
awards ceremony. Between 
the golfers and family mem- 
bers, there were more than 
100 people in attendance. 

“We love to see the 
young golfers here keeping 
the sport going,” said Steve 
Osceola. “Our dad was in 
construction and the workers 
would call him pops. He 
would pull up at work with 
his golf clubs in his truck 
ready to play.” 

Steve also said he’d 
love to have the tournament at 
the Ritz-Carlton every year. 

Mitch added jokingly, “unless 
we get our own course.” 

After complementing 
the Ritz-Carlton staff and 
facilities, Max Jr. said the 
Ritz-Carlton will now be 
known as the Rez-Carlton, to 
much applause and laughter. 

While many of the 
tribal citizens are fairly new to 
the sport of golf, there was an 
abundance of talented players who thoroughly enjoy 
the sport. With skill, determination, and now the 
financial support, don’t be surprised to see a 


Seminole citizen playing on the PGA tour. And 
maybe some day they can thank Max Osceola Sr. 

Results from the Max Osceola Sr. Memorial 
Tournament are listed below. 

Top six starter list teams: 1. (59): Kenny 
Bayon, Charlie Cypress, Jimmy Harrison, Josh 
Harrison, 2. (64): Lawrence Osceola, Max Osceola 
Jr., Mitch Osceola, Steve Osceola. 3. (65): Del Riley, 
Gail Boone, Jack Smith, Maxie Tommie, 4. (67): Abe 
Rockwell, Bob Green, Junior Thinn, Marcy Osceola, 
5. (67): Luke Baxley, Richard Reyna, Sandy 
Pembleton, Sue Wilson, 6. (68): Doug Miller, Jeremy 
Harrison, Lonnie Frank, Regina Thinn. 

Individual results: Longest drive, Senior 
men: Mike Granato Sr., #12; Men: Mike Granato Jr., 
#4; Senior women: NA; Women: Virginia Billie, #3; 
Straightest drive, Senior men: Alan Jumper, #2; Men: 
Jeremy Harrison, #2; Senior women: Sue Wilson, 
#10; Women: Terry Hahn, #10. 

Closest to pin: Senior men: Lawrence 
Osceola (ND) #7, Bo Young (ND) #1, Moses Jumper, 
eleven-foot-six-inches, #15, Jim Harrison, seven- 
foot-six inches, #11; Women: Jackie Thompson 
(ND), #7, Gail Boone, twelve-foot-ten- inches, #11, 
Sue Wilson, fourteen- foot-two-inches, #15, NA, #1; 
Men: Joe Kippenberger, forty-one inches, #1; Mike 
Granato Jr., (ND), #7, Doug Miller, eight-foot- 
eleven-inches, #11, Johnny Boone, two feet, #15. 


Michael Kelly 

Like a comet, Jim Harrison hits his golf ball out of the sand 
trap. 


Michael Kelly 

The power foursome (L-R): Steve Osceola, 
Mitch Osceola, Lawrence Osceola, and Max B. 
Osceola Jr. 
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JoJo and Tasha Osceola Hold Court 


By Michael Kelly 

DAVIE, FL — For the first time 
in two years, sisters Jo Jo and Tasha 
Osceola teamed up on the basketball court 
for the University School Suns at Nova 
Southeastern. The two senior players 
demonstrated, even in defeat, why the 
Suns will be a tough opponent. 

Tasha, suiting up for the varsity 
team for the first time since suffering an 
anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) injury in 
2003, shook off the rust and displayed the 
determination and smarts that have made 
her a top basketball player. JoJo, who 
plays wing guard, and Tasha, the starting 
point guard, were even named team cap- 
tains, along with Malorie Greenberg. 

In the season opener on Nov. 23 
against the Florida Christian Patriots, JoJo 
led the team in scoring, pouring in 1 3 
points. Tasha, sporting a knee brace, 
added 10 points to help keep the Suns 
within striking distance. However, the 
Patriots pulled away in the forth quarter, 
winning 49-32. 

To prepare herself for the Suns’ 
2004-2005 basketball season Tasha par- 
ticipated in Seminole sponsored tourna- 
ments at the Hollywood gym. At the 


Eighth grader Katie 
Tiger starts for varsity 
basketball team 

recent Cindy Osceola Memorial 
Tournament, she was named MVP for her 
tenacious play. 

Though suffering an ACL injury 
last year, Tasha’s hard work and dedica- 
tion, along with advances sports medicine, 
she was able to bounce back after the 
injury. Most ACL injuries occur when 
playing sports such as football, soccer or 
basketball, and are the most commonly 
injured ligament of the knee joint. 

The Osceola sisters not only 
excel on the basketball court, but are 
exceptional students in the classroom. 
Their parents, Joe Dan and Virginia 
Osceola, believe this gives them a com- 
petitive edge on the court. The point 
guard position requires a player to be fun- 
damentally sound and to call out the right 
plays. 

Meanwhile, eighth grader Katie 


Tiger, daughter of Mike and Judy Tiger, 
played her first game for the Suns. Tiger, 
who recently moved to Florida from 
Tennessee this past summer, was anxious 
to make her debut for a varsity basketball 
team. This is quite an amazing feat 
because most varsity players are juniors 
or seniors. 

Although Tiger, who plays for- 
ward, struggled at times she chipped in 
with two points, played hard-nosed 
defense, and was fearless under the 
boards. She will, be a cornerstone for the 
Suns for years to come. Mike Tiger, 
Treasurer for the Seminole Tribe, said his 
daughter participated in summer basket- 
ball camps at Vanderbilt University and 
would eventually like to play basketball 
for the University of Tennessee. 

Even after the opening night loss 
the Suns were confident in knowing that 
it’s a long season that can only get better. 
In fact, Team Captain Malorie Greenberg 
is the only returning player from last sea- 
son and the team has a new coach. With 
experience, solid play from the team cap- 
tains, and newcomer Katie Tiger, look for 
the Suns to rise to the top of their divi- 
sion. 



Michael Kelly 


(L-R) Megan Osceola, Katie Tiger, Mike D. Tiger and Judy Tiger at the game. 



Michael Kelly 

Down but not out, Katie Tiger (left) and JoJo Osceola (second from left) patiently wait their turn 
to get back in the game-and win! 



Michael Kelly 

Players from both teams fight for the rebound. 



Michael Kelly 

Tasha Osceola (right) runs the court, showing no affects 
from her ACL knee injury. 
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Tribal Citizens Join in the 2004 Toys in the Sun Run 


By Jaime Restrepo 

POMPANO BEACH, FL — 

There is always a good reason to ride a 
motorcycle. No matter where you go, or 
who you go with, and sometimes, no mat- 
ter what the weather is like, a ride on a 
motorcycle is a perfect way to enjoy the 
outdoors, the scenic byways, and good 
company. 

Sometimes a reason may be for 
a good cause, such as in helping children. 
When that happens, many flock to the 
cause. This was the case on Dec. 5 when 
more than 30,000 motorcyclists convened 
at the Pompano Park Harness Track to 
participate in the 1 7th Annual Toys in the 
Sun Run. 

As always, each bike had an 
unwrapped toy strapped to a motorcycle, 
ready for delivery to Markham Park in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. The event, organized by 
the South Florida President’s Council, and 
presented by Rick Case Honda Cars and 
Cycles, took riders for 25 miles south on 
1-95, then west on 1-595. 

Both highways closed at 10 a.m. 
on Sunday to allow for a safe route for all 
the bikers, who ride in one lane, side by 
side. Considering the number of riders, 
the procession took more than two hours 
before the last bike entered the park. 

Spectators lined up, sometimes 
three to four deep along the parade route 
the get a glimpse of the Grand Marshals, 
Richie Sambora, of Bon Jovi, and Steven 
Tyler of Aerosmith. Broward County 
Sheriff Ken Jenne joined the famous rock 
stars as they all led the parade. 

Other spectators just wanted to 
see the many bikes, some custom made, 
as they made their way along the road, 
rumbling, roaring, and backfiring, espe- 


cially as they passed beneath the many 
underpasses along the route. Some specta- 
tors held up signs or just plain cheered in 
salute to the bikers and the good cause 
they undertook. 

The bikers, in addition to bring- 
ing along a toy for the needy children, 
also made a donation of $10 per rider just 
to participate in the ride and gain admis- 
sion to the park. Other groups contributed 
a little more for the worthy cause, which 
benefits the Joe DiMaggio Children’s 
Hospital Foundation in Hollywood. 

In return, these groups get to ride 
a little closer to the front of the pack as 
VIP’s. The Seminole Tribe was well rep- 
resented by its members and employees 
with more than 40 riders and their passen- 
gers. Sponsored by their respective Tribal 
Council Representatives, riders from 
Hollywood, Big Cypress, Immokalee, 
Brighton and Tampa converged at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in 
Hollywood early Sunday morning in 
preparation for the ride to the Harness 
Track. 

On the way there, the Seminole 
riders stopped by the Aero Toy Store on 
Cypress Creek Road in Fort Lauderdale 
for some coffee, bagels and Danishes. 

Long after the arrival of the 
VIP’s at Markham Park, riders were still 
pouring into the park. The event was open 
to all who were willing to donate $10 and 
a toy and soon swelled to more than 
70,000 people. But no matter what time 
the riders arrived, there was plenty of 
room for all to enjoy the music, the food, 
the shopping and most of all, the beautiful 
weather. The nicest thing of all was that is 
was all for a good cause. 



Jaime Restrepo 

(L-R) Eddie Trotta, Ashley Smith, Max Osceola Jr., Cory Ness, and Kendall Johnson. 



Nery Mejicano 


(L-R) Eric Mendoza, Steven Tyler, Mitchell Cypress, Richie Supa, Richie Sambora, Vivian Villarreal and Max B. Osceola Jr. 




Bikers at the Boys & Girls Club. 


Jaime Restrepo 


Jaime Restrepo 

Max Osceola Jr. addresses the Biker’s Bash dinner. 
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Chairman Speaks Out on Motorcycle Safety 



Jaime Restrepo 


(L-R) Fitness Director Vicki Barogiannia, Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress and Assistant Fitness Director Carmen Arango. 


By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress took a moment to discuss 
motorcycle safety and the progress he has 
made as he recovers from injuries sus- 
tained in an October motorcycle accident. 

“Doctors expect me to get rid of 
the crutches by December 21,” Cypress 
said. “All healing is on schedule.” 

Though initially confined to a 
wheelchair after his accident, the chairman 
has made tremendous improvement. He 
gave much credit to good physical health 
and a positive attitude. 

“I feel fine,” he said. “The physi- 
cal therapy and exercise are doing well and 
I am getting around much easier.” 

There is truth to those words con- 
sidering that the chairman was prepared 
and properly equipped, including wearing a 
helmet, when he was thrown from his 
motorcycle while he participated in the 
Jerry Micco Memorial Ride on Oct. 16. 

The chairman was thrown from his bike as 
he and the rest of the riders were touring 
through the Belle Glade, Fla. portion of the 
ride. 

Consequently, Cypress suffered 
some injuries that included a couple of bro- 
ken ribs, a small fracture to his leg, a bro- 
ken clavicle, and other minor injuries. His 
Harley Davidson also sustained injury and 
had to be repaired. Fortunately for the 
chairman, his helmet prevented any injury 
to his head and face and he is going to be 
just fine. 

The most important thing was that 
he was wearing his helmet, and it likely 
saved his life. In fact, the helmet absorbed 
a hard hit, and though heavily scratched, it 
protected his head and face. 

When asked if he will ride again, he replied 
with a big grin, “Motorcycle riding is like a hobby 
you can’t let go of-there is too much to enjoy.” 


He further added, “It’s much like falling off 
a horse. You fall off and you get back on. . . Riding is 
to be enjoyed, not feared, especially if you take the 
proper precaution.” 

Cypress empha- 
sized the importance of 
motorcycle safety, including 
wearing the proper attire 
when riding. In fact, the 
chairman will mandate that 
all participants use safety 
helmets and proper equip- 
ment on all tribally spon- 
sored motorcycle events. He 
credits his helmet for saving 
his life and implores all rid- 
ers to wear theirs. 

“It was a hard 
learned lesson on motorcy- 
cle safety,” he continued. 
“No matter how careful you 
are, you can get hurt, so 
always be prepared with the 
proper equipment.” 

While many may 
think it looks cool to ride a 
motorcycle without a hel- 
met, there is no room for 
error when it comes to 
motorcycle safety. 



Jaime Restrepo 


Mitchell Cypress’s motorcycle helmet helped save his life. 
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Nery Mejicano 

Musicians (L-R) Pat Travers, Steven Tyler, Richie Supa and Richie Sambora jammed out at the bash. 


Biker’s Bash Benefits Local Charities 


By Nery Mejicano 

HOLLYWOOD — Biker’s Bash, a dinner 
and party sponsored by the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
to benefit Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital and the 
Boys & Girls Club of Broward County, was held at 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Saturday, 
Dec. 4. 

A successful auction was held in obtaining 
much needed funds for these deserving organizations. 
A special appearance by Steven Tyler, lead singer of 
the band Aerosmith, along with Richie Sambora from 
Bon Jovi and musician Pat Travers brought the guests 
to their feet. 


The bash was a precursor to the bike 
builder's show being held at the Seminole Hard Rock 
& Casino, where top motorcycle builders exhibited 
their incredible machines. This coincided with the 
17th Annual Toys in the Sun Run, where more than 
35,000 bikers participated to collect toys for needy 
children. The Toys in the Sun Run also collect funds 
for Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital and the Boys 
& Girls Club. 

Last year, the Toys in the Sun Run collected 
more than half a million dollars for these non-profit 
agencies. 


Seminole Hard Rock Hosts 2004 Bike Rally 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino hosted the 2004 Fort 
Lauderdale Bike Rally from Thursday Dec. 2-5 on 
the east side of the premises, adjacent to the newly 
developed Seminole 
Paradise entertainment 
venue. 

Four days of 

thrills and excitement were 
scheduled free of charge to 
the public. All who attend- 
ed got to see the hottest 
custom bikes in the country 
on display. 

The main attrac- 
tion featured the 2004 Hard 
Rock builders Eddie Trotta, 

Cory Ness, Chica and 
Kendall Johnson and their 
one-of-a-kind Hard Rock 
custom bikes. One custom 
bike was scheduled to be 
raffled during the master 
bike builder showcase that 
was held at the casino ball- 
room on Saturday night. 

Owner and 

President Eddie Trotta of 
Fort Lauderdale-based 
Thunder Cycle Designs has 
been in the business for 
more than 30 years. His bikes have been showcased 
on the covers of fifteen national magazines and 
counting. You may visit them at 
www.thundercycles.com 

Cory Ness and Chica are both based out of 


California. For more information, you may visit them 
at www.arlenness.com and 

www.chicacustomcycles.com. Kendall Johnson is 
based out of Salem, S.C. and is best known for his 
reliable big-HP motors. You may visit their site at 
www.kendalljohnsoncustoms.com. 

Other custom bike builders showcased 
some of their machines, such as Orange County 
Choppers, Thunder mountain custom cycles, 
Hollywood Choppers, Big Dog Motorcycles and 
Coast 2 Coast Choppers. 

Steve Sacra, one of the three partners 
that make up Coast 2 Coast Choppers reported to 
have sold four bikes during the event and had a 
custom order from FOX News to have a firemen 
theme chopper especially built for them. He 
explained that such a bike can run about $65,000. 

Coast 2 Coast Choppers is as brand new 
as the Seminole Hard Rock & Casino; they 
opened for business in April 2004 and are based 
out of Orlando, Fla. Sacra commented that this is 
their first year participating in the Bike Rally 
event and will definitely be back next year. For 
more information, you may visit them at 
www.coast2coastchoppers.com. 

During the rally, visitors strolled around 
the area to shop from vendors selling their goods 
that catered to the preference of bike riders. Many 
made a stop to purchase sunglasses from both 
Icicles Eyewear USA and Orange County 
Choppers sunglasses. 


The Seminole Hard Rock set up tents with 
food vendors as well as Renegade Barbeque. Both 
delighted hungry fans with their specialty of treats. 
The mixture of live band music playing day and night 
surely turned on the crowd. You could hear rock-n- 


roll tunes from Artimus Pyle and The Saturday Night 
Live band, FUSE and Native Spirit. 

Along with the scheduled music entertain- 
ment was the Hawaiian Tropic beauty contest, which 
was held on Thursday night and was hosted by 

Ashley Smith, reigning 
Miss Hawaiian Tropic 
International. Mandy Thron 
from Philadelphia, a 
TRIMSPA model, age 24, 
won the title out of nine 
other contestants. 

Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress was spotted taking 
part in the rally and com- 
mented that the event was 
great publicity for the Hard 
Rock. Cypress seemed to 
have been making speedy 
progress in his recovery 
from a motorcycle accident 
he suffered a few weeks 
ago. 

When asked if he 
would ride again and if so 
when, Cypress commented, 
“Yes, I plan to get back on 
a bike probably sometime 
around March or April. 
Riding bikes is a hobby like 
riding horses; when you fall 
down, you get back on. It's also like women, when 
you really like one, you like her no matter what.” 

The weekend capped off on Sunday with the 
25 mile, 17th Annual Toys in the Sun Run. 



Adelsa Williams 


Coast 2 Coast Choppers owners (L-R) Troy Donohue, 
Jeremy Rogers, and Steve Sacra show off a custom 
Solo chopper. 



Adelsa Williams 


The staff of the Renegade Barbeque Company is ready to serve. 
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Chairman Mitchell Cypress with a display of a custom bike by Kendall 
Johnson. 
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The Beginnings of SPD’s Motor Unit 


By Officer James Campo 

The Motor Unit’s inception into the 
Seminole Police Department (SPD), formerly known 
as the Seminole Department of Law Enforcement, 
started in 1990 with the introduction of the force’s 
first Harley Davidson FXRP police motorcycle. At 
that time, there was only one motorcycle officer who 


was certified and qualified to operate it on a daily 
basis. 

The motorcycle unit was introduced as 
another effective tool for traffic enforcement. Its main 
objective was to reduce speed violators that were 
posing a threat to the community on the streets that 
run through the reservation. The motor unit was also 
used for parades, special func- 
tions, and funeral processions. 

Today, SPD has four 
Harley Davidson police motor- 
cycles in current duty use. The 
motor unit continues to provide 
services such as funeral 
escorts, parades, traffic 
enforcement, community 
patrol, and other special func- 
tions. Along with its special 
duties, the motor unit’s opera- 
tors are also members of the 
honor guard. 

All members of the 
motor unit train extensively on 
a monthly basis. In order to be 
certified as a motorman, an 
officer must past a rigorous 80 
hour course, which entails 
maneuvering at slow speeds, 
turn negotiations, sudden brak- 
ing, sudden acceleration, and 
knowing how to effectively and 
safely pick up a motorcycle 
after it has fallen. Also associ- 
ated with the training is defen- 
sive driving, and defensive tac- 
tics that may be encountered in 
a stressful situation. 

The current SPD 
motorman officers are: Roy 
Hadbafnick, James Boudreaux, 
James Campo and Daniel 
Valdes. These officers continue 
to provide uninterrupted and 
excellent services to the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida tribal 
citizens and all persons alike. 
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James Boudreaux is one of four officers from the SPD Motor Unit. 


Department of Emergency Services 
Swears in New Firefighters/Paramedics 


By Armando Negrin 

HOLLYWOOD — On Friday Nov. 19, the 
Seminole department of emergency services swore to 
duty 15 new firefighters/paramedics. The new 
recruits were introduced before tribal council, offi- 
cials, members and employees of the tribe at the reg- 
ular council meeting. 

The recruits presented Hollywood 
Councilman Max B. Osceola Jr. and members of the 
tribal council with a plaque of appreciation from the 
new recruits of Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue Class 04- 
02. The new recruits, all state certified and cross 
trained as firefighter emergency medical technicians 
(EMS)/paramedics, participated in a three-week 
departmental orientation and training program under 
the direction of Assistant Emergency Service Director 
Manuel Diaz and Training Officers Lieutenant 
Charles Smith from Big Cypress and Lieutenant 
Bryan Stokes from Brighton. 


The new recruits received training on opera- 
tional procedures and techniques, conducted daily 
physical conditioning and participated in several 
hours of tribal cultural education. The new recruits 
will be assigned to the Big Cypress and Brighton 
communities and are part of the department of emer- 
gency services’ expansion of current services. This 
expansion will be based primarily on the department's 
assumption of all tribal EMS responsibilities in early 
2005, along with increased levels of community 
based life safety and fire prevention education. 

Providing emergency medical services will 
be the primary function of these individuals, which 
includes the department’s first female firefighter. In 
addition, they will be able to fight fires and perform 
other fire rescue duties, a task which the current EMS 
service providers cannot do as they are sole emer- 
gency medical service providers. 



Your 

Floraf Connection 


Gourmet And .Specialty Gifts 


GOIJRMFT DFI.IC HTS... Cif ] I JRM FT BASKFTS ANE3 COdDIFS 

FLORAL LXPRLSSION& I Ri.SH FLOWLR& 

INDULGENCE BODY CARF PRODUCTS 

FRLGUU& MOMENT BABY AND MUM PROiJUCIS 

WITH SYMPATHY, FLORA! f GOURMFT 

MOVING IN_ —WFFCOMF GIFTS 

YOUR UUSINL&S IMAGL CORPORATE GIFTS 

★ 



Gourmet Gift Flasket* 
And Goodies 


954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, FL 

www . h oo ray sJ rf> mho I lywood-com 


Local Delivery I o 
Lhuwtii J & Dade CuurUy 
Wire* Sflfvirfi. We Ship Anywhere* In Thfi USA 
LasL MiriuLi: Orders. All Mapji CrediL Cindi 




Throughout life’s journey, there are many roads to choose and many paths to 

find . . . 

Today, we invite you to explore 


Jyemirrole /pathways! 


An exciting new Tribal Career Development and Internship Program 
packed with learning and personal growth opportunities and choices, 
designed to develop tomorrow's Tribal workforce and business leaders! 


To become ait Intern, YOU . . 


❖ Are self-motivated and 
willing to work to become 
all you can be 

❖ Have a post-secondary 
degree (AA, AS, or higher) 

❖ Are able to work full time 

*!• Are a Tribal member or 
direct descendant 

❖ Want to be an active Tribal 
business team player 



As an Intern, YOU CAN . . . 

❖ Build valuable knowledge 
and skills within a 
variety of departments 

❖ Achieve meaningful, well- 
defined goals 

❖ Serve the Tribe and its 
members 

❖ Work, learn, and earn 

❖ Help shape your future 


To learn more about this and other Seminole Tribe of Florida 
training and job opportunities, please contact: 

Anthony Frank, Professional Development and Relationships Liaison 

Tribal Human Resources Department, 954-966-6300x1137. 
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Announcements ❖ Ahaaheeke ❖ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


New Kids 


Happy Birthday 


Poems 


Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 

Seminole Indian Chickee Builder 
(239) 340-6453 or (239) 2S0-6045 


Seminole Hard Rock Smoke 
Shop Manager and Grandma-ma Connie 
Osceola welcomes to the tribe, her son 
Brian and Latasha’s new baby boy, Nigel 
Brian Osceola. Bom on Oct. 28 at 5:51 
p.m. and weighing seven pounds, three 
ounces. 

Grandma Connie says Nigel is 
“our little miracle!” Also, Great 
Grandparents Nancy and Sammy Frank 
and boys Aaron, Nicholas, Kevin, and 
Great Auntie Laurie from the Seminole 
Hard Rock Gaming Commission and the 
entire Tampa Community also welcome 
Nigel to the world. 


New arrival Colton Malcolm 
Bert was born on Nov. 13 at Memorial 
West in Pembroke Pines. The proud par- 
ents are Jody and Pearl Friday Bert. The 
paternal grandparents are Minnie Tigertail 
Bert and the late Ernie Bert. Maternal 
grandparent is Sandy Friday. 


Lost and Found 


Found: Multicolor beaded bar- 
rette. Call SPD Officer Margotta at (954) 
967-8900. 


Happy Birthday to Ryan Bert Osceola 

We want to wish a happy 13th 
birthday to my son on Dec. 11. Just 
watching you grow and find your own 
ways brings us so much joy. You are a 
great athlete, a great student and most of 
all, a great son and big brother. 

I’m so proud of you for making 
the basketball team again this year. You 
dedicated yourself to being on the team 
and through your determination, you 
accomplished that goal. Just remember, 
any other goals in your life can be 
achieved the same way. Keep up the good 
work and always remember nothing in 
life is easy and through hard work, you 
can attain all of your goals. 

We love you and hope you have 
a great year! 

Love, 

Your Dad, Brett, Conchade’ 
and Byron 


Thank You 


I would like to thank all of my 
family, friends, cousins, etc. for their sup- 
port and prayers when I needed someone 
to lean on. Just being there showed you 
cared. Its been a long time that I wanted 
to say these things and I just wanted 
everyone to know I appreciate that very 
much. 

I would also like to wish a very 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 
Max Osceola Jr. and his family. I appreci- 
ate everything you have done for me and 
my family. David Cypress, Aunt Shirley, 
Aunte Laura, Monica, Chass, Tony and 
Bree; I love you guys. 

Love y’all, 

Carlene 

For my brother Bronson, 

I just wanted to write and let you 
know how special you are. Man, not long 
ago you were at Riverside tearing it up 
and now you have a family. I am so 
proud of you, and like I said everything 
will work out through good times and bad 
times. 

I just wanted to wish you, Myra, 
Greg, Deforest, Terance and Jet Lee (ha 
ha) a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

Love your sister, 

Carlene 

To the two ladies in my life, 

My grandma Betty and mother 
Juanita-thank you for being there when I 
needed you both. Words cannot express 
my gratitude and appreciation. 

Love always, 

Carlene 

Congratulations to Victoria 
Hernandez for finally finishing school 
and being officially graduated. Just want- 
ed to let you know we love you, even in 
the hard times of your life. We are very 
proud of you and just wanted to let you 
know that. 

Love, 

Carlene, B and Jo 

Big hug and kiss to my two 
daughters, Phalyn and Jo. We have been 
through a lot together. I just want y’all to 
know that I really appreciate you guys 
(even when I make little problems, big 
problems). You guys will always be my 
little girls. 

Love, 

Mom (Carlene) 


2003 Suzuki Hayabusa. All chromed out. Custom paint job. D & D full 
exhaust system. Title on hand. Garage kept. Asking $18,000. Call Manuel at (239) 289- 
6788. 


Chawndra and Jimmie would 
like to announce the birth of their daugh- 
ter Alessandra MacKenzie Cypress born 
on Nov. 23 at 5:35 a.m. She weighed 
eight pounds, five ounces. 


Announcing the birth of our son 
Derrick Smith Jr., Otter clan. He was 
born on Nov. 15 at 8:36 a.m. He weighed 
seven pounds, 1 1 ounces and measures 20 
inches. Parents: Tommie Hawk and 
Derrick Smith. Grandparents: Larry 
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hawk, 
Thomas Hawk and Alana Glover. 


Happy 1st birthday Jahniyah. 

I must have done something right to get 
such a beautiful gift for life. You’re my 
angel. 

Love always, 

Alex Tommie and Krishawn 


We want to congratulate our son 

Mitchell Roy Primeaux Jr. for achiev- 
ing his GED. Also a happy belated 
birthday to him on Nov. 27. 

Mother, Darline Buster, Bear 
clan and dad, Mitchell Primeaux Sr. 

Happy birthday to Bonnie 
Frank and family. 

Love, 

Carlene 

Robert Gerald Osceola, we are 
all very proud of you for your hard work 
in your academics and outstanding foot- 
ball and basketball achievements. We 
wish you the best on your birthday! 

Happy birthday from, 

Your Dad, Carolyn, Jaime, 
Jermaine and Jessalyn and all your 
aunts and uncles 


Happy 1st birthday MaKayla 

Sky Billie! We love you. 

Love, 

Mommy (Kyla Jae Billie), 
Daddy (Christopher J. Petrillo Jr., 
Grandparents Carl Baxley, Carolyn 
Florse, Peter Billie and Karen and 
Chris Pertillo 

Happy 1st birthday McKayla 
“Sweet Cheek!” We love you 
Love, 

The Petrillo family 


Confinement 

Dayz are long and hot 
Nights are just the same 
Showers are far and few 
A bad dream come true 
Food so they claim 

Looks to be something of some remain 
Anything will pass the time 
Concentrate to keep a sound mind 


Cries and voices speak to self 
Some have broke, take them off tha shelf 
Feel for the ones who’ve sat longer than 
me 

I know they need light cause I can barley 
see 

For now all is silent 
Another day in confinement 

— Leslie J. Gopher 


Don ’t Lgnore the Signs 


I remember when the signs first started 
showing themselves to me 
At first they were subtle like butterflies 
flitting about 

But soon the delicate butterflies turned 
into soaring jet airliners 
These signs were telling me “Terrijo, we 
won't go away, we won't be ignored!” 

I thought about the possibility of returning 

to school many times 

For more than a year 

Finally I convinced myself I still had the 

urge to give school a try 

Then like Nike says “Just do it” 

I did it 

That’s where the tribe came in 
The Seminole Tribe of Florida showed me 
everything they offer a tribal member 
They give us unbelievable opportunities 
and many resources 

The staff of the education department is 
great 

If they see a glimmer of interest in your 
eyes they grab you and fan the flames. . . 
They don’t want to let our fire of desire 
go out 

Along the way I’ve gotten much insight 
into the many possibilities I can create for 
myself 

The way I see it is that with some degree 


of maturity comes insight into yourself 
I intended to take journalism since my 
love of writing has been pretty strong 
throughout my life 
Some life experiences are lessons we 
must learn and share with others 
So maybe they might follow a different 
path 

Some people have said that they’re proud 
of me 

But I am happy to be able to say that I am 
finally proud of myself for something 
Whoever you are, whatever goes on in 
your life now 

You can change your future, make your- 
self a better person 

Our pasts are gone; move on look forward 
to a good future 

If Terrijo can do it then believe this, any- 
one can do it 

I know what Seminole people are made of 
We are strong, determined, creative sur- 
vivors 

We are the unconquered ones 
Something within me says push on, don’t 
give up, your ancestors didn’t give up 
That’s why you’re reading this today 
I’m looking forward to my future and 
where it's going to take me 
Look to the sky 

— TerriJo Nelson 


Tears of Time 

Tears of time separate this pain 
A heart of love but its in shame 
Lies of youth no one can tell 
A soul fights its fears 
And the fires of hell 
A baby’s born so full of joy 
A daddy’s with, a beautiful baby girl 
Nights of pain not by your side 
Tears of hurt fall from my eyes 
From a distance I watched you grow 
From four to two, I have no clue 


I have held you close 
But only in my dreams 
A father’s love 
You will one day believe 
A shattered heart that slowly bleeds 
An angel’s smile that sets me free 
A day goes by to only turn to night 
These tears of time is why I fight 

— Lyle Vandell Billie, Panther Clan 
Dedicated to my daughters 
Brannon T. Billie and Lydia V. Billie 


In Memory 


In loving memory of Louis Jim Jr. and 
Jo Ruth, the twins, Kariah, Tina and 
Lenny 

By Cynthia Osceola 

Yesterday I called home to talk 
to family and to hear good things. She 
said “Oh mom, she was asking about you 
and she says hi.” That made me feel good. 
I came back to her with “How’s Jr., and 
how’s Lenny? Tell them I said ‘hello.’ ” 

I got complete silence on the 
other side. I asked “What’s up? What’s 
wrong?” 

What is wrong with you because 
of the way she was silent for a straight 
minute. She said “Haven’t you heard; did- 
n’t somebody tell you Jr. died?” 


I said no. It was then I heard all 
the trauma he went through in 2004. I 
said “Why.” I don’t understand. I guess I 
just thought you would be there when I 
got home. 

Today, days later, I still don’t 
understand. I know I need to practice 
what I preach when it comes to death and 
losing a loved one. Death is a time of cel- 
ebration because he’s gone to a better 
place, one we’ve always heard about and 
we are stuck in this nasty place suffering 
with addictions and tragedies. 

He’s in our hearts. So to the fam- 
ily of Jr.-You are all in my heart and in 
my prayers and Jr. will always be in my 
heart. I write this with much love and 
respect. 


For Sale 


1998 Yamaha Royal 
Star motorcycle. 4-Cylinder 
1,300 cc with 28,000 miles. This 
collector's bike was last manu- 
factured in 2000. Garage kept 
and includes all maintenance 
records. Has won many trophies 
and comes with leather-like 
lockable side bags, two seats, 
and two windshields. $4,000 
worth of chrome! Maintenance- 
free drive shaft. Black studded 
seats, night purple LED lights, 
and new tires. $9,800 firm. 
Contact Nery at (954) 232-5714. 


We want to wish our son 
Brandon a happy belated 10th 
birthday. Happy birthday baby boy. How 
you have grown into a wonderful young 
man. May you have many more wonder- 
ful years. 

We love you, 

Mom (Sherry Maraj) and Dad 
(Taz Khan) 


We would like to wish our 
daughter Corrina Smith a happy 1st 
birthday on Dec. 30. 

We love you, 

Dad, Mom, Maya, Victoria, 
and Johnny 


A Senior Living Community 

1450 SW 11th Way 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 
954-423-3480 
954-428-1022 fax 

Near beaches, medical facilities and shopping 

ONE BEDROOM FLOOR PLANS FROM S64Q 
Includes Utilities * Pool & Spa * Clubhouses 
Computer Lab * Activities * Health Watch 


Income & Age Restricted 55+ 


www. prax i a 2 .cam 
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For the Best 
Deal in Town 
Call 

Hector Isalfel 


COME AND SEE THE ALL 


MUSTANG, FREESTYLE, & FORD FIVE HUNDRED 


Excursion 


Mustang 


Ford Five Hundred 


Explorer Sport Trac 


Expedition 


MORE THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARD-TO-FIND F350’S! 


UV 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service 4 Weekday & Saturday hours 

• Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians * Ford Quality Parts 
*12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor # Courtesy Shuttle Hours 

* Convenient Location 


8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 



( 954 ) 443-7000 


Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com! 
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Tribal Council Liaison Sponsors 
Thanksgiving Holiday Feast 



Emma Brown 

Charlotte Burgess takes aim at one of the ten paper turkey targets. 

Turkey Shoot Commemorates 
Thanksgiving Holiday 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Its been 
nearly 400 years since the Pilgrims first 
joined with the Native Americans and 
gave thanks for the many blessings of the 


year. Unfortunately, people sometimes 
lose sight of the true purpose of tradition- 
al holidays with the enormous advertising 
and commercialism in our country today. 
This was definitely not the situation when 
Immokalee celebrated Thanksgiving. 

Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
sponsored the annual Thanksgiving feast 
for the community on Monday Nov. 22. 
This made is possible for the celebrants to 
spend the actual holiday with their per- 
sonal plans for immediate family and 
friends, which sometimes includes travel. 
Aguilar arranged for Alicia’s Catering to 
provide a fantastic buffet loaded with the 
traditional Thanksgiving side dishes and 
desserts, accompanied by eight golden 
brown turkeys and three delicious hams. 

Food was not the only thing in 
abundance. The gym, which had been 
attractively decorated in fall colors, was 
set up with numerous round table group- 
ings, each having its own centerpiece. 
Community members not only filled the 
gym, but many of the tables held families 
represented by three and four generations. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and 
Big Cypress Councilman David Cypress 
came to participate in the celebration 
offering everyone a handshake, hug or 
kind word concerning our past blessings 
and bright future. 

Aguilar said she was proud of 
the general outpour of community spirit 
as members of various departments came 


forth to assist in serving the dinner, 
watching youngsters or cleaning up the 
dining hall at the end of the evening. 
Assistance was volunteered by members 
of the field office, recreation, education, 
library, family 
services, broad- 
casting, commu- 
nity action 
agency and 
Seminole Police 
Department. 

Aguilar 
commented, “I 
am most grateful 
for all the good 
people I work 
with each day 
who help to 
make my job eas- 
ier and provide 
our community 
services.” 

Parent 
Advisory 
Committee 
Advisor Rhonda 
Nunez organized 
a group in the 
after school pro- 
gram. Each par- 
ticipant wrote a 
paper stating what they were most thank- 
ful for this year. Then Nunez framed it 
with construction paper and displayed it 
on the front wall in the gym. A special 
highlight of the evening came from family 
services. Site Supervisor Billie Napper 


dug down into her endless bag of ingen- 
ious ideas and came up with the gratitude 
tree. 

Assisted by Counselor Diana 
Rocha, Nunez enlisted the help of several 
youngsters. They cut colorful construction 
paper into leaves of many shapes. The 
trunk and branches of a tree were drawn 
of three pieces of poster board and fas- 
tened to the wall. 

As the Thanksgiving revelers 
arrived, the children handed out leaves 
and pens, asking that everyone write 
down those things for which they are 
grateful. Then the leaves were collected 
by the youth and attached to the tree. 

The response was overwhelming. 
Upon examining the tree, it would appear 
that everyone had participated. Some even 
asked for a second leaf. At the end of the 
evening, reading through the leaves 
brought a warm, wonderful feeling inside. 

“It is amazing how much thought 
went into the writing on these leaves. It 
was from the heart and their effort is 
something to cherish,” said Napper. 

Immokalee ’s acknowledgment of 
Thanksgiving didn’t begin with the com- 
munity dinner. On Nov. 17, the preschool 
families gathered for their holiday supper. 
Preschool Manager Michelle Ford said 
she was very grateful to the parents who 
generously supplied the side dishes to 
accompany her turkey. The result was a 
wonderful meal, which not only strength- 
ens the preschool program, but means so 
much to the students. 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The holidays 
are here and once again it is time for all 
of the special community dinners and 
activities to 
begin. With 
Thanksgiving 
quickly passing 
us by, the 
Brighton com- 
munity, along 
with various 
departments, 
were very busy 
planning special 
events for 
members of the 
Brighton reser- 
vation. 

On 

Tuesday Nov. 

23, the Brighton 
4-H Program 
held their annu- 
al turkey shoot. 

Men, women, 
and youngsters 
came out to join 
in the fun and 
shoot off for 
either a turkey 
or a ham hop- 
ing to provide 
one of these 
items for their Thanksgiving feast. 

Attendees did not actually shoot 
live turkeys. Rather, ten paper turkey tar- 


gets were placed at the end of a measured 
shooting range and one-by-one, contest- 
ants aimed at their target, then fired, hop- 
ing to have the most pellet holes decorat- 
ing their paper 
turkey. After 
each round, the 
winner received 
either a turkey 
or a ham. 

Besides 
all of the shoot- 
ing that went on 
at Brighton’s 
turkey shoot, 
there was good 
food to enjoy 
and 50/50 raf- 
fles. The 
Brighton culture 
department had 
their famous 
Indian dogs and 
fries; while the 
Brighton PAC 
shared their 
famous ham- 
burgers and 
cheeseburgers, 
and 4-H was 
selling some 
delicious sweet 
tea. 

It is 

always a great family event that is looked 
forward to each year by the community. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress Councilman David Cypress and 
Immokalee Liaison Elaine Aguilar carve up the bird. 



Judy Weeks 


Hungry Immokalee residents helped themselves to food during 
the Thanksgiving buffet. 



Seminole Seniors Celebrate Thanksgiving 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Cheers of “bingo!” from the 
Seminole seniors filled up the 
Senior Center, as many gathered 
for a day of fun in celebration of 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Festivities took place on Tuesday 
Nov. 23. 

The department of elders 
hosted a morning of bingo for all 
the seniors’ enjoyment as they 
prepped the turkey for the 
Thanksgiving luncheon. Along 
with the appealing meal prepared 
by the staff, there were various 
desserts, traditional Seminole sof- 
kee, and trays of fruit salad and 
deviled eggs that were placed on 
each table, for starters. 

Hollywood Health 
Educator Shannon McKeown took 
charge of calling out the numbers 
she picked out of the bingo ball 
cage, assisted by Nutritionist 
Doris Mir. 

Some seniors sat on pins 
and needles awaiting their win- 
ning number to be called out, and 
from time to time, they were 
humored by McKeown as she 
hollered, “Around and around we 
go, where it will stop nobody 
knows.” 

In between games, the 
two emcees called out a winning 
number from the raffle tickets that 
were handed out to everyone as 
they entered the hot meals center. 

There were cash prizes, 
gift certificated to Wal-Mart, com- 
plimentary goodie baskets from 
Hooray’s of Hollywood, and items 
such as towel sets, throw blankets, 
and Mary Kay gift bags. There 
were even goodie baskets that 
were donated by some of the sen- 
iors. One unique item was a “quil- 
low,” which is a combination of 
quilt and a pillow. It was donated 
by tribal citizen Naomi Fewell. 
Lucky winner, number 183, Annie 
Jumper from the Hollywood reser- 
vation took the quillow home. 

A group of seniors from 
the Big Cypress reservation were 
transported to Hollywood to par- 
ticipate in the Thanksgiving 
luncheon, as well as a few from 
the trail reservation. 

Special thanks to the 
department of elders for coordi- 
nating the event that surely enter- 
tained everyone. Also, the depart- 
ment made various donations that 
were given out during the raffle. 
Thanks to all who made dona- 
tions: Sallie Billie, Linda Billie, 
Dorothy Tommie, Priscilla Sayen, 
Lawana Niles and Naomi Fewell. 



Adelsa Williams 

Kaylan Osceola serves Thanksgiving dinner to her great-grandfather 
Joe Dan Osceola. 



Adelsa Williams 

Hollywood resident Annie Jumper enjoys a game of bingo. 



Adelsa Williams 

Pete Aguilar from Immokalee was the lucky winner of a gift basket. 



Jaime Restrepo 

Frank J. Billie (left) with Big Cypress Councilman David Cypress during the holiday festivities. 


Thanksgiving Lunch on the BC Rez 





By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — On Nov 24, Big Cypress 
residents and employees got together at the Herman 
Osceola Gym for 
Thanksgiving lunch. 

The guests were 
greeted by Council 
Representative 
David Cypress and 
Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress. Both 
wished everyone a 
very happy 
Thanksgiving. 

Paul Buster 
led the gathering 
with a blessing and 
gave thanks for good 
health, a close knit 
community, and an 
abundance of food. 

Buster and his band- 
mates entertained the 
congregation. 

Food was in 
abundance, with a 
sumptuous selection 
of roast pork, chick- 
en, vegetables, and of 
course, a delectable 
assortment of cakes 
and desserts. Staff 
from various depart- 
ment including fami- 
ly services, building 
management, and the 
senior center were on 
hand to serve the 
food. 

Every table 
was decorated with 
baskets of flowers 
and fruit, along with 
traditional cobs of 
com. Senior atten- 


dance was high, as everyone enjoyed their meals, dis- 
cussing their Thanksgiving plans and how they would 
spend the long weekend with family and friends. 

Mitchell 

Cypress got a well 
deserved chance 
to dine with two 
former school- 
mates/friends he 
grew up with. 
David Cypress 
greeted each and 
every senior and 
sat down with sev- 
eral seniors as he 
too, enjoyed his 
meal. 

Being 
that it was the 
Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving, 
personnel were 
dismissed soon 
after the meal to 
allow them ample 
time to prepare for 
their family gath- 
erings and plans. 
Some were 
amazed as to how 
fast the year has 
gone by and how 
the Christmas hol- 
idays were just 
around the corner. 
But all 

were content to be 
among the family 
and friends, fellow 
employees they 
work with, and 
warm atmosphere 
to work in. 


Jaime Restrepo 

(L-R) Louise Billie and John 
Billie enjoyed lunch. 


Jaime Restrepo 

Several BC staff members 
helped serve the food. 


Jaime Restrepo 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress (left) and Naomi Fewel look 
over some photos during lunch. 
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Iretta Tiger 

Seminole gymnasts (L-R) Audriahana Sirota, Natomah Robbins, Anissa Osceola, and Leah 
Cox line up to begin their demonstration as Coach Gina Allardyze looks on. 


Tribal Community Gives Thanks, 
Watches Gymnasts Perform 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — Every year the 
Hollywood community comes together to 
enjoy a great meal and to visit with one anoth- 
er as part of the annual Thanksgiving commu- 
nity dinner. This year was no exception. 

This year’s Thanksgiving dinner was 
held on Nov. 22 in the Hollywood 
Gymnasium, and as part of the entertainment, 
the Seminole children who attend Flair’s 
Gymnastics in Davie, Fla. performed several 
routines. 

Performing with the kids from Flair’s 
Gymnastics were the Seminole children who 
train with Gina Allardyze, Seminole 
Recreation. It’s amazing what these kids can 
do! 

Another special treat was the cater- 



Iretta Tiger 


Anissa Osceola does a backbend. 


ing. Instead of the usual Thanksgiving menu, 
the community was treated to soul food from 
Betty’s. Don’t get me wrong, there was the 
standard turkey, but there were more goodies 
to choose from. 

After dinner was a turkey shoot-out. 
No; not real turkeys, it was an archery contest 
with inanimate targets. 

The winners are as follows: 14 and 
under boys and girls: 1. Brandon DiCarlo, 2. 
Darryn Fuentes 

3. Bobby Frank; 14 to 17 boys and girls: 1. 
Garett Anderson, 2. Casey McCall; 18 and 
over women: 1. Wanda Bowers, 2. Mary Gay 
Osceola, 3. Barbra Billie; 18 and over men: 1. 
Mike Tiger, 2. Travis Osceola 
3. Darrin Osceola. 

Happy Thanksgiving Seminole Tribe! 



Iretta Tiger 


Adahma Sirota does a handstand. 


Trail Seminoles Celebrate Thanksgiving 

By Iretta Tiger 

MIAMI, FL— The 
gifts were stacked and the 
turkey was being prepared as 
the band played. This was not 
a Christmas party, however, it 
was the annual Trail 
Thanksgiving feast. The feast 
took place on Nov. 9 at the 
Miccosukee Resort in Miami. 

The gifts were actu- 
ally door prizes for the raffle. 

True to Trail Liaison William 
Osceola form, there was an 
abundance of prizes including 
a grand prize of a television 
set with a built-in DVD player 
and VCR. The prizes ranged 
from smoothie makers to large 
George Foreman Grills to a 
circular saw. 

Paul “Cowbone” 

Buster backed by the Billie 
North Band and the Andy 
Buster Band provided the 
entertainment for the evening. 

The party for the 
Seminole trail citizens was 
given by Osceola. He went 
from table to table, not only to 
greet everyone, but to sit and 
chat. The feast was a great 
success. 

Thank you William 
Osceola for your generosity 
and hospitality during the hol- 
iday season! 



Iretta Tiger 

Ida F.rances Osceola won the Black & Decker® Lids Off Jar Opener. 



Iretta Tiger 

The Andy Buster Band entertained the Trail crowd during the Thanksgiving dinner at the Miccosukee Resort. 
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Concerts | Theatre [ Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 

+ 

At FrontRowUSA, ticket buying is 
hassle-free and there are no questions 
as to where the seats are located. 

Let us, your expert ticket broker, 
take care of everything. 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 

* 

ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWU5A.COM OR BY PHONE 
(305) 94Q’S499 OR (800) 446 8499 

WE DELIVER - ALL MAYOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Top Concerts 


ELTON JOHN 
DURANI DURAN 
I OSH GROBAN 
MOTLEY CRUE 
YANNI 

ELVIS COSTELLO 
U 2 


Top Sports 


ALL NFL.NBA, 
MLB NHL TEAMS 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
ORANGE BOWL 
SUPER BOWL 


Top Theatre 


ALL BROADWAY 
SHOWS AVAILABLE 
THE LION KING 
HAIRSPRAY 
WICKED 
MAMMA MIA 
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A Chritstmas message from Frank & Alicia , 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
May you and your family s holidays be prosperous 
and safe. 



..juttf nil through the house 
\Ytf a creature was praying? not one in the house. 
TJrctr NiMrs were lain on The shelf without cure 
in hopes Hint Je$us would pmi there. 

The children Were dressing to ennui in ^ bed, 
\‘ot Once ever kneeling or bowing fl bend, 

,-bnJf Morn in her ratlker with Irrrfrcj e?Ji her lap 
Was ;rt'ttching tile Late Show while! took a nup t 

When out at the Lost there arose such a clutter, 

I sprang to my feet ta see what was the matter . 
Away to the window I flew tike *3 flush 
litre open the shutters and threw up the sash l 

SVfofif what bp m if wandering eyes should appear 
JijjJ angels proclaiming that Jt'silS WOs here. 
With a fight like the Sun Sending forth tl bright rtty 
1 A PFd-rc 1 m a moment t his tuns t he il be 2 )dy! 


The light of His face made me cover mu head 
it was frsusJ returning f'tfst like He had said. 
And though I possessed worldly wisdom ahJ wealth 
i cned when t saw H rm in spite of myseif. 

In the Book of Life which He held iw Hit hand 
Wfls written the name of every Saved man. 

He Spoke not it word ,i> He searched for my mum' I 
U7j t’P 3 He s a Id t T s no t here*' tny head hung in sha me. 

The people whose names hud been written with fru't' 
He gathered to take to life Father above 
IVifh those -who were ready He rose without a sound 
Write all the rest were Jeft standing a round. 

I fell 10 my knees, but it was too late; 
l had waited fan long and thus sealed my fate, 
l Stood and / cried as the y rose nut af sight: 

OM if only 1 had been ready tonight 

In the words of this the meaning is clear; 

the coming of le$uf is drawing near, 

There's only one life amt xphen crimes the InsF «iJJ 
IVVTJ find that r?F** Bf&ir was true after all! 

£ J 99J- Bethany F^mAtC/rirOlUotu IL 

Then r hit ".f*vcn djvu.vF. t md bfkeid, tptafr 
IniJ N'.'ii i -urf cm If i m : ,jn t jJFr'J T .n fhjfiuJ jji J Tnur. 

Jin i-L-tfjL N 1 J r rf J mfr,’ dipprS i+i Mumf ;mii W|» 

>i u ipjl' j + cj hid JTav .LViirJf of i*ui2. 

\ ml He Ji j i it it Hz h f i j Itj 1 iir.'iJ .-in f In, pJri^fr 
>< njnsr U nIti , n;KTr?'i i?f Kbtjt* l-t*rd* 

Ki’iL'E'iiKuHrr r^.i r. I i I* 



Six Ways to be Happy in Spite of the Holidays 


By Mary Olitzky, Family Services Counselor 

Handling the stress of extra shopping, 
expenses, responsibilities and yes, even holiday parties 
can be easy if you follow these simple ideas. 

1. Use Humor: So 
you think I’m just supposed 
to smile when some “enthu- 
siastic” shopper pulls into 
the mall parking space I 
waited 20 minutes for. Well, 
yes! Humor and laughter can 
reduce your holiday stress 
and get you back in the spir- 
it. Laughter produces endor- 
phins, the body’s “feel good” 
chemicals, diminishing phys- 
ical and psychological pain. 

Norman Cousins 
used laughter as a prescrip- 
tion to help him recover 
form a serious illness. He called it “internal jogging” 
because it massages the heart and internal organs and 
relaxes the body. So, when the happy holidays seem to 
be more than you can take, watch old Abbott and 
Costello movies and have a good belly laugh. 

2. Help Others: There’s something magical in 
reaching out to someone else that makes us forget all 
about our problems. And what better time of the year 
than the holiday season? 

There are so many opportunities through food 
and toy drives, and pleas for help for needy children 
and families. Ask anyone who has helped others dur- 
ing this season and they will tell you that nothing 
quite compares to this feeling of holiday spirit. 


3. Keep proper perspective: We all attach 
many expectations of ourselves and others in trying to 
create the perfect holiday for our families and loved 
ones. 


My expectations fell 

short last Christmas when Sanaa, the family dog, took 
a bite out of my niece’s hand during dinner, and sever- 
al family members spent the evening at the local hos- 
pital emergency room. Ozzie and Harriet, where are 
you? 

4. Moderation: Just like mom always said, 
everything in moderation. The holidays bring with 
them lots of food, fun and refreshments. While the ini- 
tial effects of alcohol may be relaxing, alcohol actual- 
ly stresses the body as it works to filter the alcohol out 
of the system. Sugar produces a burst of energy initial- 
ly, but adds to mood swings-not to mention the extra 
pounds later. Moderation in everything is the key to 
healthy, happy holidays. 


5. Create new memories: Many of us have 
friends of family who have moved away or died this 
past year. During the holidays, we are reminded of 
how much we miss those missing from the table. It is 

important to acknowledge 
these feelings of loss and to 
share them with someone. 

If the emotions 
become overwhelming, it 
may be helpful to talk to a 
counselor or a member of 
the clergy. While dealing 
with these feelings is 
important, moving on is the 
key to having balance dur- 
ing the holidays. A friend of 
mine suggests that what 
works for him is to create 
new memories with friends 
and relatives. Changing our 
actions is a powerful force in chasing away the holi- 
day blues. 

6. Paint a positive picture: One of the hall- 
marks of happy people is that they turn negative expe- 
riences into positive ones by changing their attitude. 

What if Walt Disney had believed what his 
boss did? He fired him because he thought he had no 
good ideas. One method I suggest to clients is to turn 
a negative into a positive. If you look, you will find 
that something good comes out of every bad or unhap- 
py experience. 

The holidays are a wonderful, magical time 
when we express our love for one another. Make some 
happy holiday memories this year. 



Healthy Stocking Stuff er Gift Ideas 


By Kenny Bayon 

It’s Christmas time again and one of the 
toughest ventures is to find nice presents that our 
loved ones can enjoy and use. Are you looking for 
something to give a fitness enthusiast or someone that 
just wants to get started, but doesn’t exactly know how 
go about it? Here are some gift picks at a reasonable 
price! These products, in no particular order, are 
undoubtedly going to be hot this holiday season. 

Yoga Starter Kit: 

Yoga is both a means of fit- 
ness and relaxation. It 
doesn’t cost much to get start- 
ed. For less than fifty dollars, you 
can give all the necessary essentials such 
as a mat, belt, and block. These mostly 
come with a Yoga video or DVD for those 
that are to shy about going to a class and 
want to try it out in the privacy of their 
home. 

NutriCounter: The NutriCounter 
makes monitoring your 
food intake a snap. You 
always know at a glance 
how many calories, fats, 
carbohydrates, proteins, 
sugar, etc. you have eaten 
at any time of the day. The 
daily totals for the last 30 days are stored into 
memory and are available at the touch of a 
button. 

Rio Forge: This MP3 player can 
hold enough music to walk a marathon. This 
new 256 megabyte memory, good for about 
125 songs, is upgradeable to 512 megabytes, 
allowing for more memory to hold more than 
enough songs. This player also has an FM radio and 
recorder. It has many special extras as well such as an 
equalizer and a stop watch to help time those lengthy 
walks in the park. 

The reason why I can recommend this player 
is because it’s made for athletic wear. It’s very small 
and light and comes with an elastic armband. It’s very 
convenient as well because it doubles as an MP3 play- 
er for your car. Buy the extra RCA power cord that 
hooks up to your car stereo and shazam! No more CDs 
needed. Anyone who runs, walks or does any other 
cardiovascular activity would love to have one of these 
to download workout motivating exercise music. 

Talking Pedometer: The music starts to play 
when you start walking or jogging, increasing or 
decreasing in tempo along with your walking or jog- 
ging speed. At the touch of a button, a voice 


announces the number of steps walked, the distance 
walked and the current time. It has a built in talking 
alarm clock, an easy to use belt clip and it measures in 
both miles and kilometers. I happen to own one of 
these and they are awesome. 

Heart Rate Monitor Watch: The Polar A- 
Series was designed for the beginning to intermediate 
exerciser, new to heart rate monitoring. These models 
are designed to be easily integrated into everyday 

workouts, featuring a large, easy to read 
display, continuous heart rate and easy 
“on” starting function. I also own one 
of these and they are essential. Try to 
buy the ones that are waterproof in 
case they enjoy underwater aero- 
bics. 

Electronic Body Fat Scale: 
Athletic people are more con- 
cerned with their body fat per- 
centage than their actual weight. 
Here’s an easy, convenient way 
to keep track of both. 

BowFlex: It’s the per- 
fect solution for home fitness. Get a 
complete workout with the BowFlex 
fitness machine. Going to the gym is 
an adventure. Most people just never 
get there. People sign up for gyms 
with good intentions, but they never 

go. 

It’s easy to understand 
why. Sometimes we just don't have 
time. Let’s face it, an hour and a half 
or even two hours is the typical amount of 
time you need to drive to the gym, wait for the 
equipment, do the exercises, and drive home; not to 
mention take a shower! 

When you put a BowFlex in your home you 
don't have to worry about time. Because your 
BowFlex is always there, ready to use and always 
open. When it’s there, you’ll use it-probably even 
more than you think. 

Plus, with BowFlex, you don't need a room 
full of equipment. You can do more than 90 gym qual- 
ity exercises on the BowFlex Ultimate XTLU then 
fold it up and roll it away for easy storage when not in 
use. 

Just remember that this does not take the 
place of a personal trainer to overlook a work or a 
gym that can supply you with everything needed to get 
and maintain a healthy and fit lifestyle. 

I also want to wish everyone a safe and happy 

holiday! 



14 ‘ - 

Dear Santa... 

Dear Santa, 

All I want for Christmas is a game for my 
Game Boy, some socks, and shoes. I know I 
haven’t been good all the time, but 99 percent of 
the time I’ve been good for my mommy, teachers 
and school. 

I have milk and cookies for you when you 

come. 

Brandon Huggins 

To my daughter Courtney. Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. Have a great 
time! I love you always. 

Love, 

Roo Roo and Juliet Jim (mom) 

Dear Santa, 

I’ve been a good boy all year. All I want 
for Christmas is Game Cube games, Hot Wheels 
and lots of toys! 

Richard Primeaux 

Dear Santa, 

Please bring me a Barbie doll, a baby doll 
and a bicycle. I have been a good girl this year. I 
love my mommy and daddy and brothers. 

Thank you, 

Tsian Khan 

I would like to wish a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year to Bello, my 
everything I could ask for. Also, I would like to tell 
him how much and how grateful I am that he is in 
my life. 

Love, 

Carlene 

Dear Santa, 

My name is James Huggins and every year 
I leave milk and cookies for you. All I want this 
year is a bike so I can ride to school. I have been 
nice this year; maybe a little naughty, but mostly 
nice. 

Thank you, 

James Huggins 

Merry Christmas Courtney. I love you. 
Love, 

Michael Harrell (dad) and Roo Roo 
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$20 FRE! PLAY 


New Players Club Members 
Will Be Awarded 

$20 FREE PLAY 

December 7, 14, 23 and 24 

RAM - 2PM 


WIN $20,000 
In Cash! 


DECEMBER 

HOLD’EM 

TOURNAMENTS! 






Multi-Table 

Tournaments 

available 


Monday and Tuesday nights 
Friday and Saturday mornings 

Visit the Poker Cesk for details 


Friday, December 31 
Grand Prize 
Drawing - 5PM 


*2,005 cash drawings 
12, 1,2, 3 and 4PM 


Win a Dodge Magnum, Honda S2000 Or 

$25,000 Cash 

Every Wednesday In December 
Grand Prize Drawing - 10PM 

$ 1 ,000 cash drawings 1 , 2, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 1 1 PM 


Visit Players Club Booth For Details. 

ONE FREE Drawing Entry Each Day To All Visitors. 

954.327.R0CK 174251 - 1 SEMINOLE WAY - STATE ROAD 7 ljust north of Stirling! 
WWW.SEMINOLEHARDROCK.COM 
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Adelsa Williams 


Seminole McArthur alumni including Max B. Osceola Jr., Mike D. Tiger, Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper Jr. and Steven Bowers 
welcomes McArthur teacher and fellow alumni to the Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 


Seminole McArthur Hi gh Alumni 
Gather for Dinner at the Hard Rock 



Adelsa Williams 


McArthur graduates (L-R) Pat Augustus 6 67, Steven Bowers 6 67, Ron Shearouse 6 68 
and Sue Shearouse 6 77 enjoy their mini-reunion. 


By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Seminole Tribe of Florida and its 
McArthur High School Seminole alumni 
invited retired teachers of McArthur to a 
celebration of some of the tribe’s achieve- 
ments. Hollywood Council Representative 
Max B. Osceola Jr. sponsored the dinner, 
which was held at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino’s Ballroom on 
Wed., Nov. 3. 

As a welcoming statement 
Osceola said, “We were thought by our 
elders that education is important and we 
know that the role you played was impor- 
tant.” Osceola also briefly introduced 
himself and the class he represents, the 
class of ’68, and then asked all invitees to 
join in for prayer given by President 
Moses B. Osceola. 

All McArthur High School 
Seminole alumni were then introduced as 
they each stood up to welcome old class- 
mates, teachers and their respective fami- 
lies. Osceola introduced each Seminole 
alumnus and pointed out their profession- 
al accomplishment and involvement past 
and present at the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

Each shared memories of their 
high school days; some humorous, others 
sentimental. Some had unique stories to 
tell, such as who their favorite teachers 
were and what their favorite classes were. 
Overall, everyone thanked the McArthur 
High teachers for being one of the reasons 


of their success. They also mentioned the 
number of children and or grandchildren 
they have raised since graduation. 

Osceola also told a story about 
the origins of the McArthur High School 
dinner, crediting his high school friend 
Ron Shearouse with the idea. He conclud- 
ed by thanking the teachers once again. 

“This is a reflection of the educa- 
tion we received at home and also at 


school,” he said. “You know, education is 
very important for the tribe and we know 
that parents are prime educators, but dur- 
ing the school years, that’s what you did. 
You instilled the willingness to learn and 
now you come back and see what we 
have today, so I want to say ‘Sho-Naa- 
Bish’ ... in our language that’s how we 
say thank you.” 

Invitees enjoyed a special film 
presentation that started with 
an introduction of the 
Seminole history prior to 
today’s successes and ended 
with a dimensional explanation 
of the construction and opera- 
tions of the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. 

The former McArthur 
Mustangs then enjoyed an all 
you can eat dinner and cocktail 
reception, shared by many 
laughs as they talked about the 
fun they had or the mischief 
they caused back in the high 
school days. 

The night’s event 
ended as they were all split 
into groups for a tour of the 
hotel and casino. 

Listed are the 

McArthur Seminole alumni 
and their graduating class: 
Priscilla Doctor Sayen ’68, 
Judybill Osceola ’60, Eugene 
Bowers ’61, Marcellus 
Osceola ’64, Clyde Tiger ’65, 
Steven Bowers ’67, Moses 
Jumper Jr. ’68, Joe Osceola Jr. 
’68, Max B. Osceola Jr., ’68, 
Moses B. Osceola ’68, Michael 
D. Tiger ’68, Ruscilla Tiger 
’70. 



Adelsa Williams 


A whole family full of McArthur Mustang pride. Mike D. Tiger 6 68, (back row, second from 
left), Ruscilla Tiger 6 70, (second from right), and Clyde Tiger 6 65 (second row, right). 


Conversations on Higher Education 

Seminole students tour Haskell Indian University 


By Dora Bell 

LAWRENCE, KS — The edu- 
cation department organized a campus 
visit to Haskell Indian Nations University, 
which took place Nov. 12-14. A group of 
Seminoles attended, seven of whom were 
high school students. Director of 
Education Louise Gopher led the group. 

Warmly welcomed by Haskell’s 
staff, the group heard presentation about 
Haskell's’ educational vision and academ- 
ic programs. The university began educat- 
ing native students in 1884. Today, 
Haskell has an average enrollment of 
more than 900 students, 85 percent of 
which live on campus, representing more 
than 130 federally recognized tribes. 

Haskell offers four bachelor’s 
degrees: environmental science, business 
administration, elementary education and 
Indian studies, and associate degrees in 


many more areas. The University of 
Kansas and Haskell have an articulation 
treaty that facilitates transferring credits. 
One of many noteworthy strengths is that 
Haskell emphasizes small classes of fif- 
teen to twenty six students. 

Haskell athletics also has a long 
tradition of excellence. On Saturday after- 
noon, we attended an exciting football 
game. The Haskell team, energetic and 
disciplined, showed a great sense of 
sportsmanship and determination. 

Haskell prepares students for 
position of leadership in tribal communi- 
ties. The school offers opportunities for 
networking with future leaders of other 
tribes working to protect principles of 
sovereignty and self-determination; not to 
mention the close friendships among stu- 
dents that last a lifetime. 



Dario Guaico 


(Back row, L-R) Sherrelle Brown, Mahala Madrigal, Kim Chalfant, Michelle 
Ford, Goofy, Amber Giehtbrock, Leona Tommie Williams and (front row) 
Maria Alvarado enjoy some time off from the conference at Disneyland. 


Preschool Staff Gets Schooled 
at Education Conference 


By Amber Giehtbrock 

ANAHEIM, CA On Nov. 

9, the Seminole preschool staff and Big 
Cypress Council Representative David 
Cypress flew to Anaheim, Calif, to 
attend the annual National Association 
for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC) conference. The purpose of 
the trip was to help prepare the pre- 
school to be eligible to become an 
accredited school. Preschool Director 
Leona T. Williams brought eight staff 
members to the conference. 

Representing the Brighton pre- 
school was Center Manager Mahala 
Madrigal and Preschool Head Teacher 
Kimberly Chalfant, Center Manager 
Shirley Clay and Preschool Head 
Teacher Maria Alvarado from the Big 
Cypress Preschool, Immokalee Center 
Manager Michelle Ford, Preschool 
Education Coordinator Amber 
Giehtbrock, Sherelle Brown and Dario 
Guaico, both Hollywood Preschool 
head teachers. 

The NAEYC organization is 
the most recognized early childhood 
organization in the world for children 
from birth through age eight. There are 
more than 100,000 members. All of the 
members work for the rights, needs and 
well-being of young children with a pri- 
mary focus of preserving educational 
and developmental services and 
resources. 

A few of their many mission 
goals are to prepare and improve pro- 
fessional practice and working condi- 
tions and to achieve a high-quality sys- 
tem exclusively in the early childhood 
education programs. 

At the conference there were 


more than two hundred classes to 
choose from. Some of the key topics 
were: early language literacy, 
infants/toddlers, stress /resilience/ early 
intervention, child development and 
curriculum. The classes were held at 
three different locations Anaheim 
Convention Center, Hilton and the 
Marriott. 

Before each day the preschool 
staff would sit down and figure out 
what particular classes would be benefi- 
cial for them when working with chil- 
dren. The preschool staff gained an 
assortment of knowledge to take back 
and share with the other teachers. 

The conference provided pro- 
fessional development opportunities to 
gather and learn. Scholars, practition- 
ers, experts and colleagues from all lev- 
els with diverse perspectives participate 
and contribute a multitude of ideas for 
activities to help in developing our chil- 
dren. 

NAEYC ’s standards and the 
National Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education’s (NCATE) accredi- 
tation process for early childhood pro- 
fessional preparation offered technical 
assistance to faculty and administrators. 
At the conference the senior staff and 
members of NAEYC ’s Professional 
Education Panel offered participants at 
the workshop guidance on enhancing 
their programs, provided orientation to 
NAEYC ’s standards and the new pro- 
gram report and program review 
process and performance assessment. 

Working with NAEYC and 
NCATE will help the preschool in their 
goal for accreditation and to meet the 
new NCATE and NAEYC expectations. 



Criminal Defense 


— * — 

DU! 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic violence 
Family law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 
♦ 


606 WtS'l SUGAHLAND HWY, 
Cl FW1STDN,. Fl .OR I DA 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” m. Hendry, Ik 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 
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Education, Culture Program Celebrate Christmas 

By Emma Brown 

IMMOKALEE — It’s time again for all of 
the staff parties to be taking place and for depart- 
ments to come together to celebrate the holidays with 
co-workers and friends. On Wednesday, Dec. 8, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s education and culture 
programs came together in Immokalee to celebrate 
the Christmas holiday. 

The gym setting that was arranged for the 
staff made you feel as if you were walking into an 
elegant restaurant with linen table cloths and hand- 
made fruit center pieces that were divine. The center- 
pieces served as hors d’ oeuvres with the main course 
being delicious Spanish pork, chicken, rice and 
tamales prepared by family and friends of the 
Immokalee staff. Desserts were prepared by a local 
restaurant and were out of this world. 

After lunch the staff exchanged gifts and 
played a little humorous gift exchange game provid- 
ed by the Brighton language staff. The game lasted 
for 30 minutes and each person was given a number, 
if your number happened to be called, you were to 



Emma Brown 

Brighton language and culture teacher Jenny Shore. 



Emma Brown 

Gag gifts: Culture staff (L-R) Judy Jim and Corinna Frank. 


go and grab a gift from someone 
else. At the end of 30 minutes 
whatever gifts were in front of 
you were yours to open. 

At the end of the game 
some people went home with 
practical household items such 
as plungers, toilet brushes, 
toothpaste and while others 
went home with beautifully dec- 
orated pillows, Christmas glass- 
es, and more. It was a real hoot 
to watch everyone fight for gifts 
and end up with gag items like 
toilet paper or bathroom cleaner. 

The education and cul- 
ture staff had a great time and 
much appreciation goes to the 
Immokalee staff for hosting 
such a nice luncheon for the 
department. 
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Brenda Askew 


Education Department 
Welcomes New Bus Driver 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The 

Brighton education department 
would like to welcome aboard 
Brenda Askew as the new ele- 
mentary bus driver. Askew 
comes to the tribe from Hendry 
County School Board, where 
she previously drove a school 
bus. 

It is always very diffi- 
cult to fill bus driver positions 
in Brighton because of the 
early hours and long distance 
to and from the Okeechobee 


schools, so whenever we stum- 
ble upon good drivers we like 
to welcome them with open 
arms and treat them with as 
much appreciation as we can in 
return for a long employment 
with us. 

Askew has been driv- 
ing the elementary bus for two 
months and is definitely an 
employee that we hope will 
have a long future with the 
Brighton education department. 

Welcome aboard 
Brenda Askew. 
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The 2004-2005 Pemayetv Emahakv student council. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Holds 
Student Council Inauguration 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON— The Brighton Pull-Out 
Program held their second annual student council 
elections in which a chairman and class representa- 
tives were elected. A week before the elections were 
held, each candidate delivered a platform speech in 
hopes to persuade their peers to cast a vote for them. 

On Friday Nov. 19, each newly elected 
council member was inaugurated under the oak trees 
at the education department. Pull-Out’s history 
teacher Willie Johns was the emcee and in charge of 
swearing each council member into office for the 
2004-2005 school year. 

Johns shared with the parents and commu- 
nity members attending the ceremony that the elec- 
tion process started with classes being taught on the 
history of tribal government to better orientate the 
students on the process of government and elections 
within the Seminole Tribe. 

The following oath was used for the swear- 
ing in ceremony: “I, [name of person], do solemnly 
swear to be the very best chairman/representative I 
can be; to lead the student body by being a good 
example, to help improve Pemayetv Emahakv and to 
work hard to learn my Creek language and culture.” 

The new Pemayetv Emahakv Student 
Council is: Chairwoman: Sheila Jones, second and 
third representative Louis Gopher Jr., fourth and fifth 
representative Lois Billie, first representative 
Immilakiyo Osceola, first representative Ashley 
Gopher and kindergarten representative Krysten 
Smith. 

After the swearing in ceremony was com- 
pleted, each new council member delivered an 



acceptance speech to their peers, parents and commu- 
nity. The following is the speech of the fourth and 
fifth grade representative Lois Billie: “Estonko 
Cvhocefkvt Lois Billie: Hello Brighton Community 
members. Thank you for electing me 
as your council representative. 
Brighton reservation has always been 
my home. It’s a wonderful place to 
live. So I will make sure our class 
works together to improve our: edu- 
cation, health and to give you a better 
living condition. Thank you/ Mvto.” 

Each student did a wonder- 
ful job delivering their acceptance 
speeches and we wish them all the 
best leading the student body of the 
Pull-Out program for the coming 
year. Brighton Board Representative 
Johnny Jones attended the ceremony 
and congratulated all of the students 
that ran for office. Jones encouraged 
each of the students that did not get 
elected to “never give up and try 
again next year.” 

The process of student coun- 
cil elections is the Pull-Out Programs 
way of getting a head start on teach- 
ing the Seminole children about tribal 
politics in hopes to be molding and 
inspiring our future leaders. 
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Chairwoman Sheila Jones being sworn in by Willie Johns. 


Education Department Receives a Facelift 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton educa- 
tion building recently received a new coat of 
paint and landscaping to complete a much need- 
ed makeover. The education building started out 
as a clinic and community head start center for 
Brighton and now serves as the home to the cul- 
ture and education department. 

More than 25 years of history and 
memories lie within the walls of this building. 
The outside is decorated with bold primary col- 
ors and kid friendly designs to be more welcom- 
ing to the students. Much appreciation goes to 
Jodi Goodman of the maintenance department 
for all of her efforts to help restore the building. 
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Before: The education building was in need of exterior 
repairs. 
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After: Renovations on the new building will continue on the interior shortly. 
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Let’s Make it a Real Christmas 
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By Paul "Cowbone" Buster 

The month of December is the 
busiest time of the year: shopping, parties, 
family, school, trips and so many more 
activities that many times we forget what 
Christmas is really about. There are just 
too many other things that we try to do 
that we don’t get the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

I can remember when I was a lit- 
tle boy at Big Cypress, when Christmas 
time came in December. Some of us kids 
would count the days on the calendar. We 
were excited about Christmas presents 
from Santa, but the time seemed to move 
very slowly and we just couldn’t wait. 

On Saturdays, people would go 
to Clewiston, Labelle, or Immokalee to do 
Christmas shopping. It was really exciting 
to go to town and see all the Christmas 
decorations on the stores and houses. The 
feeling of Christmas overwhelmed the 
atmosphere. It seemed like there were no 
strangers; everybody said “Merry 
Christmas” to each other. Everybody 
would enjoy Christmas in those days. 

On Sundays, the Lord’s Day, 
people would go to church; Sunday 
7nT school, worship service, then after lunch, 
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people would decorate the church and 
then the Christmas 


and put them on the tree. We also thread- 
ed popcorn and made string of it and spi- 
raled it around the tree. Pine cones were 
natural on the tree, as well as anything 
else that came with the tree. 

Finally, the big day came and 
most of the people in the community 
came to church and had the most wonder- 
ful time celebrating the birth of Jesus. It 
was a day long celebration: worship serv- 
ice in the morning, lunch at noon, last 
minute preparations in the afternoon, and 
supper in the late afternoon. Then, the 
Christmas program began. Pastor Henry 
Cypress would tell about Christmas and 
have a prayer. 

We had a Christmas play por- 
traying the Birth of Christ and if I remem- 
ber, I was one of the shepherds in the 
play. We all had a good time doing the 
pageant. 

Aftet the play Ke Tesh aa che 
(Santa Claus) would come and bring toys 
to children; it was the most exciting time. 
And then, it was time to pass out gifts, 
fruits and candies. Christmas was really a 
time of celebrating of the birth of Jesus. 

Let us have a real Christmas this 
year! Merry Christmas! 

— Cowbone 
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tree. Some of the 
ornaments were 
homemade and some 
were bought from the 
stores in town. The 
Christmas tree was 
cut in the backwoods 
and set in the church 
by the brotherhood 
men. 

Meanwhile, 
the time was still 
crawling and creeping 
along at school. If I 
remember correctly, 
we drew names and 
bought presents for 
one another and 
exchanged gifts on the 
last day of school 
before we went on 
break for Christmas. 

We made our 
own Christmas orna- 
ments and decorated 
the school and 
Christmas tree. We cut 
strips of paper out of 
different colors and 
glued them together 
and made a long chain 


See You Later 


Very seldom you complained about anything 

You made the best of any challenges that came your way 

Many times you did what you did without complaint 

When many of us would quit and call it a day 

You have seen the times changed for better or worse 

Time changed ev’rything but your heart remained the same 

Not many appreciate life 

You lived yours to its fullest 

You made music to pass time 

Remembrance of you is in summer rain 

Your lonely guitar 

It’s very sad and melancholy 

Because you ’re gone 

Never again to play a Merle Haggard melody 
Nobody knows how much I miss you 
I miss your goodness and your humor 
I miss your homespun traditional music 
I will see you later or maybe sooner 

— Cowbone 
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FREE CONSULTATION and 
$50.°° Gift Certificate 

Towards your next BOTOX® or 
Restylane Cosmetic Treatment 


BOTOX® RESTYLANE 


Americas ui 

Cosmetic Treatment 

Treatment Areas 



Forehead / Brow Lines 


Vertical Lines 
Between the Fyebrows 


A safe natural long lasting 
cosmetic filler lor facial line 1 : and 
folds as well as lip enhancEmflnts, 



Before After 



Before After 


Crows Feel 


SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! 

954587-5997 

SAM GERSHENBAUM, D.O. & ASSOCIATES 



at The 

SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOTEL & CASINO 


ONE SEMINOLE WAY HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33314 
visit our website: eCosmeticsugery.MD 
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Stirling Grove Dental 
Office Dentistry 
Dr. Charles S. MandelE 


Treating Seminole 
Tribal Members 
for Over Thirty Years 
Warriors Boxing Gym 
In House Dentist 


Treatments Available 
General Dentistry 

fmptant Dentistry (38 years of experience) 
Prosthetics (Dentures; Fixed crowns or Non removable) 
Oral Surgery (Extractions, etc.) 

Nitrous Oxide Ei Pre-Medication, 
Comfortable Sedation Dentistry 
Endodontics (Root canals) 

Orthodontics (Orthodontists on staff) 
Pedodorrtics (Children’s dentistry) 
Periodontics (Gum disease, Periodontist on staff) 

All laboratories on premises 
Evening and Saturday appointments available 
20% discounts for all Seminote tribal members 
Insurance (Indemnity) Accepted 
— Filing done by the office for insurance, 
not by the patient 

For more information please call or 
come by the office and visit our friendly staff 

Dr, Charles S, MandeH 
(954) 966-0404 
3220 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, Florida 33021 


South Florida ’.t number one country western nightclub and restaurant 






The Round Up is South Florida's 
number one country western nightclub 
and restaurant. We're open Wed. through Sun v 6 p.m. to 4 
a.m., with four full-liquor bars and seven gourmet dinners 
served all night. 



With good food, great 
music, a large dance floor, 
the best entertainment, 
the most outrageous drink 
specials, and rooms 
packed full of beautiful 
people, a good time is a 
sure thing at 'The World 
Famous Round Up". 


*Free entry with your Tribal I.D. Card 


The Round Up is located at: 
9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 
(Southwest Corner of 1-595 
and Pine Island Road in the 
Pine Island Plaza). 

Call (954) 423-1990 
or visit us at 

www. roundupcountry.com. 
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Informations 


CONFERENCE CO-CHAIR$ 


William M. Lettig 
KEYBANK 


Townsend Hyatt, 
ORRICK HERRINGTON 
& 5UTCLIFF LLP 


ientNetwo 


Municipal Finance Confcrcnw Drvis bn 


CONFERENCE 


January 19-21, 2005 
The Pechanga Resort & Casino 
^ Temecula, California 


(owned and operated by the 

Pechanga Band/Luiseno Indians) 



For More Infor motion^ 
Please Visil: 


www.imn.org/esb705/stm/ 


Email; moil@lmn.arg Call; (212) 768 2800 Ext. 1 Fax; (212) 76B 243-1 










